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prosecution and the fhanner of conducting 
It ; as to the charge of the Judge ; as to 
the verdict of the Jury ; as to the nature 
and amount of the Sentence : the^e are all 
before the public, whose attention to them 
has been very great, and to the judgment 
of i)}e pubVtc 1 leaVe them. But, on the 
l-asf or the Attorney Geneiars three 
speeches (for hp had three to Aiy .one) 1 
cannot refrain from making jsonlte observa-* 
tions, and I think myself fully* justified 
in doing t|n8, because I was toldi that 1 
/:ould* not l>e permitted to answer him 
verbajjy. The speech, to wliich I Jiere 
•allude, was made on Thursday, the 5th of 
July, when t was called up for judgment ; 
and, that no one may say, that 1 do '' not 
treat (^ven this Auornoy Gcnyal fairly, 
1 will* first insert here tlfe whole of his 
speech, as it stands reported in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle />f the (ith of Jul)^ ^hat re- 
port being the most correct that I have 
seen. In th» charge of Lord *£lleiibo- 
rough and in the Sentence-Speech of 
Judge Grose, there were some passages re- 
lating to questions appertain) ng^:^^ general 
and foreign politics and to the proiounder 
departments of political (economy. On 
these 1 shall hereafter have occasion to 
©fier some observations ; but, for the pre- 
sent, 1 shall confine m5^$elf to the Speech 
of the Attorney General, which is reported 
in jhe following words « The Attou- 
" N%v General agreed in all that had t>3Pn 
said by his Learned Friends, Tn J^ehalf 
of the three Defendants, for whom they 
•• appeared, as to the distinction between 
•• their guilt and that of Mr. Cobbett, as 
^ to whom he should speak by and by. 
•\They had allowed judgmejit to go 
^ against them by default i they had 
^ '••never denied that the publication was a 
•• libel ; nor that they themselves, in 
•• their concern in it, had acted a criminal 
•• part, ft They had not made their defence 
•• a vehicle me other calumnies and Blan*^ 
•• ders, almoA asr bad as the' original lil>el. 
" In all tgiese respects, their case stood 
contradi^ingsiished from th^t, of Mr. 
•• Cobbett* There was also another distliip- 
•• tioq betwe^ their case and that of most 
•• alM publishers. »They h^ not 

** enu^yed the author, as some printed 
•• ana^p^Jisliefis did, but the autiior bad 
•• them. Yet these Defendants, 

•^and every other person who might 
•• cl^Abe to stand in the charaefer of 
must understan(}j 
^ Utat1^bw.oitCd^8t^ could ne^r^ex- 
'All who teqid themselves 


•^to the publication of any work or 
•• writing whatever, must know that they 
** become responsible for all the conse- 
•• quences thence arising — He now camc^ 
“ to the case of Mw Cobbett. The^outt 
•• would obser^ that from him the publi- 
••catidn proceeded, and to him, as rite 
•• author, ail the profits, if anyi ai)pci> 
•' tained. Whatever of malignity resulted 
from the publication, to him was it at- 
*• tribu table and whatever, there arose 
** ffom it of base lucre and gain accrued 
** to him alone. The Court had heard the 
*• Libel read, and sentiments widely differ- 
•• ent from those of the author of it must, 
" on the reading of it, arise in the mind of 
•• every honest man. At the present time, 
•‘ when from the ambition and increased 
•• powy of our enemy, wc were obliged to 
<• maintain a large military force, how ne- 
*• cessH^ was it that a good understanding 
•• should subsist between the military and 
•• the people. Mow essentia] was it, that 
"at such a period, the soldier should 
" be convinced that no unnecessary hard- 
" ship was thrown on him,— that he w'as 
•• not forced to engage in any disgraceful 
"task? How essential that the coinrnu- 
" nily should be satisfied that however 
" necessary a great military force at 
" present is for the protection of the 
country, yet that nothing tyrannical, 
" that no force beyond the law, is em- 
ployed in compelling the inhabitants of 
" thi^couruiy into the r^nhsof our armies. 
" The situation of the soldiers of this 
" country w'as more comfortable than at 
" any former period ; every means that 
•• could blv devised to add to their coni- 
• "Vort had been adopted. Our armies 
" had by their zeal and vajour evinced 
" what were the consequences of such li- 
" beral treatment ; and by the glorious 
" exertions they had made in iheir coun- 
" try’s cause, had made more than an 
" ample return fur the comforts thu<* af- 
•• forded them. These, he was satisfied,^ 
" w^erc, and. must be, the sentiments of 
" every good man in the kingdom. Neecl 
" he call on the Court to look back to the 
" libel, and shew them that the sentiments 
* there expressed were directly contrary 
"jo this, he presumed to think, almost 
"universal feeling? What was its tea^ 
" dency ? To encourage tlie soldiers to 
"Jmpatience, inaubordinatioa and dis- 
"*gust> to {ell them what they wei^ hard* 
•• ly, craeUy,sin<l tyrannically dealt/ with 
by their superiors, and thereby to rba* 
•• der^that duty obedience wmcli 



S] JULY 14, iai». 

0 W€ the> Aupei^iors disagreeable and 
** disgusting. To go back to the situation 
of matters at the time the libel in ques* 

** lion was written. At that moment, in- 
stead of lending a r^ady obedience to 
the commands of their (flTicers, a body 
** of Local Militia had in a miitinous«man- 
Bcr surrounded those very officers whom* 
it was their duty to obey. The place 
where the transaction took place, did 
** not afibrd a force sufficient to quell the 
mutiny, but a reinforcement was caljied 
** ill from the nearest place whence a ihi- 
litary force could be properly spared, 

** and order was restored. — The aggres* 
sors, however, were not dealt wdth as 
''.Buonaparte would have treated his re- 
" fractory troops. The ring- leaders were 
" selected and brought before a tribunal 
" where their cases were tried ana exa- 
" mined, and where, after the fairest in- 
" quiry, they were found guilty of muti- 
" njr, and had an adequate sentence 
" passed on them, part of which was 
" mildly remitted. What was the intcr- 
" pretation, however, which Mr. Cobbett 
" gave to this transaction ? That it was 
" not to be called a mutiny; that it was 
" a mere squabble between the men and 
'' the officers for a trifle of money ; that 
" the men were persons wdio had just 
" thrown off'lheir smock frocks to put on 
** the garb of a soldier, and still continued 
" so much labourers as to be ignorant of 
" their duty as soldiers, and had become 
" so much soldiers* as to have lost the in- 
" clination to labour. Wliat, he asked, ' 
" would be the result of mutiny, if libel- 
" Icrs of this nature were to esrape with 
"impunity? What, however, was Hie, 
"conduct of the same person to the men 
" themselves ? lie taunts and upbraids 
" them witit not having acted like men ; 
" and instructs them, that they ought not 
" to have submitted to the cliaslisement 
" inflicted on them. Not only was this 
" so, hut he held up to contempt and in* 
"^igoation the German Legion for (paving 
f' assisted, when called in, in quelling the 
"mutiny. He represents them as per- 
" sons Who could be^ of no use in the ge- 
'' nera! service of the county, w^e aM 
"could only be useful in quellir^ djs* 
" iurbances ainong our native troope, aftd 
", that they were employed on this occa** 
" ftoti only becaese tlie British troops 
would ||ot have uttorfered in a ser- 
irice, for w^hich the Gerujaj Legion alone 
•' were fit. Could we jesepeettsealoos and 
ir eoiilidl on tltepartof the 
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'^foreign troops whom we lyero, in the 
" present situation of affairs, -obliged to 
" employ, if we snfl^ered them thus to bo 
" taunted in their own persons, and to (jc 
" exposed to uniperited obloquy and dis- 
" grace in the eyes of the public cf this 
" country ? As it IhisyAowcve^ were not 
" enough, the Defendant, Mrt Cobhatt, 

" goes the length of telling the hiha- 
¥ bitants of the place where the trarp- 
" action ^occurred, ^ that they are base 
" miscrqpnts for having seen ai^ not 
" having assisted in resisting • so Jnfa-^ 
" mous and^ abominable a cnastisement,* 
" ' I do not know,* says Mr. Cobbett, in ^ 
1 " the libel in question, ' what sort of a 
" place Ely is ; but 1 really should like 
" to know how tjjie inhabitants looked 
" one anofher an the face whilst this 
" scene was exhibiting in their town, 1 
" slfould like to have been able to see their 
" faces? and to hear their hbservatmns to 
" each other at the time.^ What was 
" this but upbraiding the inhabitants of 
" Ely for sitting quietly by amf seeing 
" this punishment inflicted 'on mutineers 
" who haT been regularly tried, con- 
" victed, and sentenced to receive this 
" punishment ; and felling them that 
" they ought to be ashamed to look Cvarli 
" other in the face,\|i consequence of their 
" nothaving assisted in vesistmg it? Black 
" as this was, this, however, w^as not the 
" bJackest fe^iture in the present publwa- 
" tion. The author went on to hope fliat, 

" aftef this occurrence at home, we would 
' " be a little more cautions in drawing 
" conclusions against Buonaparte, and 
" that we should no longer hear of the 
"♦cruelty, and of the tyrannical acts of 
' " Buonaparte. By looking back to fen*- 
" rncr parts of the publication, the Cptut 
" would find that this meant, that tjia 
" subjects of Buonaparte were subject to 
" a less severe measure of restraint than 
" the inhabifanl.s of this country. *011 ftiis 
"principle, alluding to, flip means em- 
" ployed or said to be ejnploye<;^ by Buo- 
" napartCA to get together and discipline 
" kis con^ipts, the puftlicaiion states 
"•that there is scarcely any one of the 
" persons who wish to cry him down Jfcat 
"•bas^nof 'at various times ijitcd the 
" Jjand-vuffio^, and other m^nns of force, 

" said to be used in drfwiiig^out the 
" young men of France,' and who has 
" noV cited these as affording a co^j^cte 
" ' proof that the people of Fraittfa bate 

Jfapqlson and bis Governipeiit, mjfit 
" with rf luctance in hit wart/ a|^ 

A9 • 
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fain see another Kevoluiion/ Should ] 
it be sutlbred that the lawless libeller 
** should tell the inhabitants of this%coun- 
try that they were pressed into the 
** ranks of our army v\ith more severity 
than that which was exercised by the 
iion hiw\d of oppression em[»loycd by 
“<tie Rufer of Trance? 'rheu; was in- 
deed, a degree of delicacy pmcpiible 
♦ in the pre^dnt publication, ^hut Jt wjfc 
dt'licary only for ^hc t ncinys ol this 

coiytlry. 1'lic author, afler iijludiiig to 
the' moans which lluoiia parte employs 
^ in filling op the lanks of lfi‘» army, cor- 
refts inm&ell', ami lepresents them not 
*as ads piacli.ied, but said to be |)rac- 
list'd, l)y Buonaparte, in accomplishiiig 
this object-^* Tlu; i^eans which Napo- 
le«i employs (or ratker f^hich they 
say^ he employs) in order to get to 
gciher and to (li^riplino his cunscilpls. 
'' And w!io •were tlicfec whmu*lie .thus 
o inarks^jut as the * they?’ \vh*jin he thus 
" tauiUs as with ilse term of the greatest 
** rcpnWh — * the loyal ?* a term ^vlnch 
ouglit to ehsL’i e respect an<b regard, as 
** emtj?*acing the first ddy d^subjects in 


a well I'egulated slate towards tlu-ir 
** Sovereign. This was the character of 
o tlu; libil which the Defendant, Mr. 
(.!obbelt, was now ^Called on to answ er 
for. If this was the ehuvacler of tlie 
libel, which, he ];resuint*d to lliink, 
‘‘•could not be denied, ihcir Lordships 
- “ fl'ould readily see the toncKiicy of such 
“a publication, and they would* easily 
“ estimate what the conserjuences would 
** have heen if the publicatioti had ])ro- 
“ duced the eifectfl which it was calcn- 
“ laVed to have produced. What if ifie 
soldier* had cangl t the spirit of dissa- 
ti^ifiction and disgust, which was thus 
“ *ugge'»led for their ;ldopt’ion? \yhat if 
“ the (lame thus sought to be kindled 
** ibronghout the \vhole Ivingdom had 
“^bcrU lighted up ? The consequences 
“were tootfat^l creii to be pointed at. 
“ It woy d have gone to break uji every 
thing that was estimable in^society — it 
“ vould fiayo* gone to the deftnictimr of 
civilization and good government in Ihe 
“ conn*B€y. It might be said by the Defen- 
*^dant that the publication "in ((\iestion 
“ had no ^uch tendency, and that tjjesc 
« effects had Act been produced. That it 
“ had not the tendency contended for, ho 
“ (the Attorney General) denied, ihough 
«« he admitted that, happily, it had, not 
“ produced the effects which it w'as califu- 
“ lated tjo produce. That the publication 


“ in question had not produced the effects 
“ which might have been expected Iron! 

“ it, w'e <>wc<l to the love of the subjects of 
" this country towards iheji* Sovereign and 
“ the established (government. We owed 
“ no thanks ofi this lu.ad, to Mr. Cobbett. 

“ It 4x'camc, however, the duty of that 
“ Court to prevent and guard against the 
“ ii'currcnce oi iaich libels in time coming. 
“IMr. Cob!>t:U hiur;elf had taught the 
“ Court W'liat the consc(]Uf'nce5 of passing 
“ by such publications with impunity 
would ho. Ho had told the Court that 
“ other liiiellors h:iil boon passed by, and 
“ argue d upon that as a ground tor his 
own impunity, if he were to-day to be 
pass» d by, ov*lo be visileil with a light 
“ puni.'hmcnt, would not ihi-s, lo-morruw, 
'* be ^Jduced as a precedent in favour of 
other libellers? Would they' not be en- 
litletl to Say, If 1, by libelling, be 
'‘^'cnaWed to make a fortune, and to amass 
wealtli, wlicn, in ivtuin, 1 will only have 
“ to sus'ain so flight a punislimcnt as that 
pa>std on Mr. (-obbett, will 1 not chcer- 
fully ii.cur ilm penalty.'' If the Court 
'' should now visit Mr, Cohbclt w ith a light 
punishment, could they answer for it 
'‘that their arm avouIcI be strong enough, 
next year, tb check the evil to which 
** he (tile Attorney- General) contended 


tliey were calU d on to give a vital blow 
** this day ? It noAv lay in the Court to iii« 
flict on the Defendant, Mr. Cobbett, a 
^'just and wholesome^ punishment , ade- 
“ quale to his oflcncc. They had had 
“ before them libellers on the private cha- 
‘^racier of individuals j such they had 
“ estcenitid proper oldects of punishment ; 
‘•and that the punishment so inflicted 
would fend to diminish the frequency 
of the offence, if not to prevent it eu- 
" tirely. They had had before them those 
" ei'cn who liad been guilty of libelling 
“ the administration of justice in the ■ 
country. That was a high offence, be- 
“ cause it tended to take from the credit 
“ amj authority due to the judgments of 
“ the Courts of Law, and tended to mak« 
“ them of less efiect. Such offences, and 
“justly too, were visited with a severe 
chastis'ement. But, if that offence, great 
“ as ft was, were to be compared with 
^ that now under consideration, it must 
“ sink into utter insignilicance. The pre- 
“ sent libel went to subvert society itself, 
• aml^w'batever he thought of the 
“ atrocity oi^ others which had precede 
“ it, the present was one of a much darker 
“ arid blacker hue. The Couit w'ere 
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therefore callerl on to inflict such a 
punishment as shoukl, at least, make 
men pause before they embarked in 
« libels similar to that pulilislu tl by the 
« Defendant, Mr. Cobbell. Tlic arm\s 
" against whom this libel was in a peculiar 
manner directed, called on the Courtibr 
justice' against its traducer. The Oo- 
vernment called oij them for confinna- 
'Mion of its legal powers; for what Go- 
** vernment oould possibly exist if it were 
** not proioetcd against such attacks .as 
*' these ? The country; which looked witlj 
" horror on the mischievous tendency 
of the libel now under consideration, 
called on them fa- protection against the 
** numerous4evi]s which the propagation 
“ of such publications wore calculated to 
** engender, going, as^lliey did, to tlw total 
“ subversion of social ordei^ and to the 
existence of this country as a nation. 
Being once brought before the Court, 
“ they (the Public)' knew that they might 
have confidence in thoir protection, arul 
that they would no longer have occa-, 
** sion to dread a repetition of su(?h out- 
** rageons insult. He called ou tlie Court, 
“ tiierefore, for judgment on th<^ Defendant. 
“ He called for justice; and that justice 
he knew would be tempered with mercy, 
“ but he trusted, that the Court would not 
forget that mercy \^as equally due to the 
'' public as to the Defendant at iIhj bar.'^ 
Now, as to the necessity of a great mi- 
litary force in thisi»oountry, and as to the 
cause of that necessity ; as to* the general 
treatment of the soldiers in this country 
and their being better treated titan at any 
fbrmcr period ; as to the puniilTmeiu ii^- 
flicted upon the Local Militia at I'lly ; as 
to the employing of the Germans upon 
that occasion; as to the use of German 
Troops in this country at all ; as to the 
people of Ely being able to look one an- 
other in the face ; as to the manner in 
which Napoleon would have treated the 
Local Militia; and as to my delicacy'^ 
towards the enemies of my country : "these 
are all matters upon which I shall say no- 
thing at a*J. They have all been fully 
.discussed ; they are all well un(]erstood 
there can be, in the mind of no »ian of 
common-sense, a mistake with respect tg 
them. There is, indeed, one little sen- 
tence, made use of by the Attorney Ge- 
neral, respecting the treatment^of the §gl; 
diers, which is rathe^obscure ; at l^st to 
me it is so. He is stated t# l^ave said : 
** How essential is it that the conimiyiity 
should be satisfied, th^t nothing tyrannkai. 
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" that no force b:yond the law, is employed 
ill compel ling the inhabitants of this 
" coiHitry into the ranks of the army.” 
I do not understand the mi'an'mg of this. 
Tlie.se two phrases are, in my view of 
tilings, by no m cans sy non yrnousj hr caivio, 
if tiiey were, the oppressions, ^^liieh^^vs 
ne arc told, and, perhaps, truly, (he pen. 
[de of Iwanccare conipeljcd to und< rg^ 
wotild«iioi projxu’ly form a subject of eoit^- 
plaint, sc?eing that itiey arc all exercised 
under tiff" .•^auction of law. Thcite arc 
I^crees or Sqtaius ConsuUa for i\'c foiling 
or the 5 'oiing men of France to go in^> the 
army ; yet. ibc torcing of them so to go Jias 
been, and yet is, represemod, in this coun- 
try, as being mo^t abominably tyrannical. 

1 perf 'Ctly^agree with the. \uorneyG«* 
neral, that it is essential, that the commu- 
iiity^should be satisfied that '' nothing /y- 
ranrdc^l is employed in Cf^rnpelling the 
inhabitants of this country into ihe rank.s 
"of the arm}';” but. towawls the pro- 
of (his desirable clfeet Id:^ .state- 
ment is not at all likely tt\ contribute; 
and, indec4^ unless be had stopjxul^at th« 
word " tyrannical,^* and s|)are(i the siib.se- 
quent fkfinitiou, he would have done well 
to hold hi.s tongue upon tins ])art of the 
.subj^’ct. 

There arc TnuF.n® assertions made by 
the Attorney Genn-al, during this me- 
morable speech, which assertions mate- 
rially ailed me, and upon which, there- 
fore, L must beg leave to trouble my 
reatlers with some ob.se rvalions. The 
Ihus'tfof these assertions is, that I made 
my " defence a vehicle f<ir other calumniet 
rt/ni A'/.'mr/e7’.9, almost as bad as the original 
•libtd.*" — The Second, that 1 wrote th<^ 
publication in question, and, generally, 
every thing I wro^, for base lucre.'* fie 
does not say thi.s in so many words ; but, 
in speaking of the cases of the other de- 
I’eiuUmts, as coniradistinguuhcd fron*niinr, 
he says, that whatever arosewfiom it (thu 
publication) of " base lucre aifd gain” ac- 
crued to me alone. And then, iii^ another 
part of his%)ccch, where heii.s statnig the 
cvy (Consequences, which, in the way of ex- 
ample, will arise from a slight puuhhm^i^ it 
of mOjJie asks if*other libellers winiiot,*in 
such casq, he entitled to say : " If L by 
" li^rijing, be enabled to a Joriune, 

" and to amass tvealth, when, in i^mrn, I 
" will only have to sustain so .slight a pu- 
iiishifient as that passed on Mr. Cobbett, 
jvHl I not cheerfully incur the penalty?” 

^The Third a.ssertioa is, that the Army 

called upon iht court to punish me, Tlie 
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Words are these^ as given in the report : 
The arn^, against whom this libel is in 
a peculiar manner directed^ called the 
** court for justice against its traduar,*’ 
——There are several other asvsertions, 
which* as^ occasion offers, I may be dis- 
pj);Vd to notice ; 1>ut, these three arc all 
that I shall notice at present. 

* With respect to the First, namely, 
that 1 liad made my defence a* vehicle for 
other calvmnics and tlnnderSf nftich more 
need »iiot be said, than was said every 
one* who heard or read the^ speech, and 
that, is, that it is vtry strange, that these 
new calumnies w'crc not named by the 
person who was speaking in aggravation, 
lie had had nearly a month to consider 
of, and to inquire irtto,^^ the,/ac/s (for I 
dealt not in Insinuatims) stated by me in 
my defence; and, how comes it thgit he 
did not coutriidict any one of thoee tacts ? 
How cacie he to content himself with a 
general assertion, unsupported with even 
an alle^.U;cd fact? Had he not time to go 
more niinutejy into the matter; or did he, 
out of^ mercy, forbear ioprom these new 
calumnies upon me ? Was it compassion 
that operated with him upon this occasion? 

■ These ** calumnies/' as he calls tin m, 

were brought forth in ansu'er to, and in 
vontradiction oj\ assertions made by him in 
his first speech. ft is, thereforo, very 
surprizing, that he should not have made 
aix attempt, at least, to refute thcin.'^ lie 
seems to have been very arixfour to put 
every thini^ ri^ht in the public mind ; and 
how comes he, then, to have left these 
adumnies” totally unanswered, especi- 
ally when he looked upon them as being 
almost as bad as the original libel ?'^ * 

Upor/ihe Skcond assertion, that 1 had 
Vvfittcn the publicatictn in question for 
gain’s sake ; that I had amassed iveaftk, 
mvidc a fo7'tun€ by libelling; and that, 1 
bad, rii short, in my writings, been ac- 
tuated by ^ craving after base lucre; upon 
this, the first observation to tnake> is, that 
it coiitfins a beautiful compliment to the 
people of thic country, and c^ies in with 
peculiar ntness close after the assertiens, 
that tjjgir^ gf}od sense prevented the mis- 
chiefii which the publicutien waa,calcu- 
lated to excite, and that they eyen called 
upon the cqprt to punish me. No :* the 
peoplcPof this country were so sensible, 
&o discerning, so loyal, and held libelling 
in such abhorrence; that they were not to 
be excited to sedition by me ; and,* in a, 
minute afterwarcb, to publish libels is, in 
thus countvy^ the way to make a fortuM. 


The Army, too, abhorred this work of 
libelling, and even called upon the court 
to punish me for it ; and yet, but only a 
minute before, there was great danger ©f 
my creating d^isalfcction in the army, of 
throwing every thing into confusion, and 
t of producing the destruction of Social 

Order and our Holy Religion,*’ as John 
Bowles has it. Tlte Attorney General 
was in a difficulty. It would not do to 
say, that my writing had no effect upon 
either the people or the army ; it would 
not do to say, that what 1 wrote dropped 
still-born from the press, or, that it made 
no impression upon any body ; it would 
not do to say llys, and yet it was paying 
me too great a compliment to suppose 
that I had the powder of inducing any 
bodyr.o think or to feel with me ; there- 
fore, I was, .in one and the same speech, 
represented as a most mischievous and a 
most insignificant writer. 

But, to return to the charge of writing 
for base lucre,** I think the public will 
have perceived, that there was nothing 
originhl in this part of the Attorney Ge- 
neral's speech; for, the charge had, in all 
forms of words, been long before made by 
the basest of iny calumniators, by the vile 
wretches, who notoriously use their pens 
and their pencils for pay, and who do not, 
like me, look for remuneration to the sale 
of their works to the public. Tbe idea 
of my having amassed wealfh/* arose 
in the first place, perhaps, from the envy 
of the worst and most despicable part of 
those, who wd?hed to live by the press, but 
who did not possess the requisile talents 
^ insure cuccess to their endeavours, and 
at the same time preserve their indepen- 
dence ; or, who were so deficient in point 
of industry as to render their talents of no 
avail ; and who, therefore, resorted to that 
species of traffic, which expdsed them 
to my lash. Such men would naturally 
hate me. Such men would naturally wish 
for my destruction. Such men would na- 
tural y stick at no falshood, at no sort or 
size of calumny against a man, whose suc- 
cess was at once an object of their envy 
^and the mean.s of their continual anpoy- 
ance.c’ But, from a person in the situation 
of Attorney General one might have ex- 
pected a little more caution in speaking 
of the character and motives of any man. 

, .,Letme,j3efore 1 come to my particular 
case,^Sr.st ask why iBe gains of a writer or 
of a boojf %v news-paper psoprietor are 
to hp called base lucre,** any more than 
the gains of any oth^r description of per- 
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sons. Milton and Swift and Addison 
received money for their works; nay. 
Pope received more, perhaps, than all of 
them put together, and wrote, too, with 
ten times more severity and more per- 
sonality than 1 ever did ; ^iid yet, no one > 
ever thought, 1 believe, of giving to his 
gains the name of base lucre."* This is* 
a most sweeping blow at the press. Let 
no one connected with it, in any way 
whatever, iniagine that his pecuniary pos- 
sessions or his estate, if he has gained one, 
will, or can, escape the application of this 
liberal charge. The Fortunes of Mr. Walter 
and Mr. Perry and Mr. Stuart and Mr. 
Longman and Mr. Cadel) and of all the 
rest of them, are all to ne considered as 
** base lucie "" Base lucre is the fruit of 
the industry and talents of every ni^in who 
works with his pen ; and those whose bu- 
siness it Is to inform and instruct mankind 
are either to be steeped in poverty, or to 
be regarded as sordid and base hunters 
after gain. Dr. Johnson, if now living, 
mu^t at this rate, be liable to be charged 
with hunting after ** base lucre,^** for he 
really lived by the use of his pen. Paley 
also sold his writings, and so, I dare say, 
did Locke ; ami why not, then, impute 
baseness to them on this account ? It is 
notorious, that thousands of priests and 
even B'.shops have sold their writings, not 
excepting their sermons; and is not that 
hunting after ** base lucre It is equally 
notorious that Lawyers are daily in the 
habit of selling reports of cases and other 
writings appertaining to their profession ; 
and what can their gain thereby be called, 
then, but ** base lucre Biyke sold his 
writings as well as Paine did his; nay, the* 
former, for many years, and being a mem- 
ber of the Honourable House all the while, 
actually wrote Kir pay in a periodical 
work, called the Annual Register; and, of 
■course, he sought therein after ** base 
lucre.” Base lucre it was, according to 
this doctrine, that set Malone to edite 
Shakespeare, and that induced Mr^Tooke 
to write hif* Diversions of Parley ; and, in 
short, every writer, whether up^m law, 
■physic, divinity, politics, ethics, or ai^ 
thing else, if he sell the productions of his 
' pen, is exposed to this new and hithei;to- 
^unheard-ot-charge. 

There ts, ^ indeed, a species of gain, 
arUmg from the use of th^ pen , wh ich 
does w<iil merit thf appellation or "Mwise 
lucre bur, the “ Lenm^ed Friend*' 
•eemsto have mistaken the mark. ^When 
a man bargatus far the price of naintain- 
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ing such or such principles, or of endea^ 
vouring to make out such or such a case, 
without believing in the soundness of the 
principles or the truth of the case ; such 
a man, w'hetber he touch the cash (or 
paper-money) before or after the per- 
formance ot his work! and vfhether he 
work with his tongue or his pen, maj^ I 
think, be^retty fairly chq^ged with seek- 
ing a6:er ^ base lucre for he, in su2h 
case, manifestly se41s not only the use of 
his talents, bm his sincerity into the bar- 
gain, and drives a traffic as nearly alliecL 
to soul-selling as any thing in this ^world 
can be ; nor does it signify a straw from • 
what (juariert or in what shape, the remune- 
ration may come, for the motive being 
base, the ^ain or lucre must be base also. 
Again, if a mtin receive from the taxes, 
that is to say, from the people's money, 
a rewagd for writing any thing, especially 
upon controverted political que^ftions, thu 
lucre adtruing to him may fairly be 
called base ; for here, as in the former 
caseT he makes a base bargain for tlmse 
of his talttuts.^l^lt is the same with those, 
who are mere proprietors of works and 
not writersfand who vend their pages for 
a like consideration, coming from a like 
source. But, if a man sell to the public, 
sell to any one that chooses to biiy with 
his awn money, and resort to no means of 
cheating the purchaser out of the price of 
what is sold, there can be nothing of base- 
ness attached to his gains. The article is 
offered to the public ; those who do not 
chotse to purchase let it alone ; there is 
no compulsion ; there is no monopoly in 
the way of purchasing els«^ where, and 
there is nothing of baseness belonging 
tlie transaction ; the gain is Air and ho- 
nourable ; it is t^e right of the posse^r, 
and more perfectly his right, perhaps, 
than gain of any other sort can possibly 
be. • • 

After these general obaervations, it is 
hardly necessary for lAe to say much 
ufvm my particular case, it being impos- 
sible tha\ the reader slaoulil not have 
s^rSady perceived clearly, that the charge 
of seeking after base lucre” is^uit<i„in- 
appij|^:able to «me. But, 1 cannot, upon 
auch occasion, refrain from staring 
sdmq facts, calculated to the injusiice 
and faNhood of this charge, when pre- 
ferred against me as proprietor of a pub- 
lic firint. 1 h »ve ‘now tnen, either iu. 
^rnenra or England, sole profjrietor t>fjr 
pabtic print for upwards <>f fourp^ 
years, with the iiitermissiotL'af ^ 
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year of that time, and I never did upon 
any occasion whatever, lake inoi^ey or 
.money's worth, for the insertion the 
suppression of any paragraph or article 
whatsoever, though it is well known, that 
the practice is as common as any other 
branch ofijlhe busiffess belonging to nrws« 
]>Sr^ers ill general. Many hundreds of 
pounds have b^en oflered to ifle in this 
vSay, as my several clerks aiid*agcyt.scan 
bear witness; and, hfid I haiikiied after 
“ hasc^Mre'* the rcatier wTll readily bc- 
Jievc^ that J should have re'^civerl all that 
was offered. hVom tlie^daily neus- 
# paper, which I published after iny re i urn 
lo i*]nglaud, 1 excluded all Uuaek- Adver- 
tisements, because I looked upon them as 
indecent and having a mischievous ten- 
clcncjs and because to Tn.>ert lluin ap- 
peared to 1110 lo be assisting imposture. 
The.sO advertisements arc, it i.s wcllj^nown, 
great sr^urcc of profit to tl.c propiiclors 
of Jiews-papi^rs; and, if I h.ul* liecii at- 
tached, to ** base lucre," should 1 have 
nTj'i^otcrltijy ^share of that probt? \ lo.st 
matiy Jmndrtcis of poun(|p b}j^niy daily 
ncw'.s'-phper, which laiicd, not for w'ant of 
readuTs, but solely because 1 would not 
lake m07iy in the same way that other 
proprietors did. Whether tiiis were wise 
or foolish is now of n* consequence ; bu*, 
the fact is, at any rate, cjuite sufticient lo 
repel* the charge ot seeking al’ier ** base 
luJre.” 

From my out-set as a writer to lye pre- 
sent hour 1 lia^e always prefoned princi- 
ple to gain. In' America the king'f mi- 
nister made, and not at all improperly, 
ofhirs of service lo me, on the part of the 
• ijiinishy at home. The oUcr was piit^s 
of !5ervicc*to any relaiions tliat I might 
in England, and rny answer tvas, 
that iT I could earn any tfnn^ myMtlf where- 
with to a.s.sist niy relations, I should assist 
th^m, but that 1 would not be the cause of 
their receiving any thing out of the publit' 
purse. Mr. •IjIston, then our ininisier in 
Americaecan bear testimony to the truth 
of this sla^rmc^it. And, was t^s the con- 
duct of a dian, who sought after 

lucre ?" Js this the conduct which 
is uiOv^^ushionable ariiowg thoscv who 
call, themselves fMhc loyal/* and the 
kk^sfrknds^* Do i//^ reject oilj^rs® of 
the pub^C purse? Do they take care to 
keep their poor relations out of their own 
earnings or property, or do they \hrow 
^liein, neck and heels, upon the public (o 
maintained out of the taxes, as a higher 
of paupers ? 1 have acysd up to my 


professions. I have, at this time, depen- 
dent upon me, for almost every tiling, 
nearly ituenty children besides my own. I 
walk on foot, w’heie others wv)uld ride in a 
coach, that I ma^'^ have the means of 
yielding theai Support; tha^ I may have 
^thc rrtcans of preventing every one be- 
longing to me from seeking support from 
the public, in any shape whatever. Is 
this the fashion of llie loyal f** Do " the 
** loyal** act thup> ? Do they saciificcs 
in order that their poor relations may not 
become a charge to the public ? Let that 
public answer tliis question, and say to 
w'hom the charge of seeking after " base 
lucre" belongs. 

1 wonder wliether it has ever happened 
lo the .Mlonicy (>eneiAl to rejert the ofVer 
of /n’o».stri zr. .s of pLue. tendered him for 
the Miccc^jyfnl cxerlion of his talents? 
This has happened tome, though the oiler, 
*on oaeft occasion, was made m the most de- 
licate manner, though the service had been 
already perforriu'd, though the thing was 
clone with, and the olfcr could not have a 
prospective view, and though the service ' 
iiad been perfonned without any previous 
application. I wonder whether Sir Vicary 
Gibbs did ever reject an offer of this sort ? 
And I do wonder, how many there are 
amongst the whole tribe of ** learned 
“ friend.s," who have, or ever will have 
lo accuse themselves of such an act? Yet 
has he the 'a&suraiice to impute my writ- 
ings to mobves of ** base lucre/* The 
truth is, that J am hated by the pretended 
loyal," because I am proof against all 
the temptations of base lucre. 1 have 
spoken nf^the otTer made me, while in 
America. Upon my return home the mi- 
iiislorsmade me other offers, and, amongst 
the rest, they offered me a share of the 
True Briton news-paper, conducted and no- 
minally owned by Mr. JIkuriot. I, who 
was what the country people call a green- 
horn, as to such matters, and who was gull 
cnougli to think, that it was jnrinciple that 
actuat'd every writer on what 1 then 
deemed the right side ; I was quite asto- 
nish$;d to find, that the Treasury w'as able 
jip offer me a share in a news* paper. I re- 
jected 4he offer in the most delicate naan- 
n^r that I could ; but, 1 never was for- 
given, 1 have experienced, niighl 
have been expected, every species of abuse 
siuce^ that time ; but, I did not, I must 
co^SS expect €veP to be a^Ccused of 
writing for base lucre." This is a 
charge, w&ich, as 1 shewed upon the 
trial, originated with the very scum of the 
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press, aiul had its foundation in the worst 
and most villainous of passions. 

In general it is a topic of exultation, 
that industry and talent are rewarded 
with the possession of w€§Uk, The great 
object of the teachers of y0uth, in this 
country, seems always lo have been <he 
instilling into their minds, that zoealth was 
the sure reward of ijidu-itry and ability. 
Upon what; ground, then, is it that the 
“ a7nassin^ of i^eaUh,” the " making of a 
** fortune,*^ by the u‘;e of industry and ta- 
lents, is to be considered as merit iiig re- 
proach in me f 7 he fact is not true. I 
iiavc not amassed icealth, and have not 
made a fortune^ in any fair 5on c of those 
phrases. I do not possess ft quarter part 
as much as I should, in all probahility, 
have gained, by the use of the saim^de- 
gree of industry and ability, in trade or 
commerce. Hut, if the fact were oilicr- 
wise, and if I rode in a coach and foifr in- 
stead of keeping one pleasure horse, and 
that one only because it is thought neces- 
sary to the health of my wife; if 1 had 
really a fortune worthy of being so cidled, 
what right would any one have to reproach 
me with the possession of it ? I have been 
labouring seventeen yo<irs, since I quitted 
the army. I have never known what it 
was to enjoy any of that which the world 
calls pleasure. From a beginning wntli 
notliiiig I have acquired the means of mak- 
ing some little provision lor a family of 
six children [\\\Q reingins of thirteen), be- 
sides having, for several years, pi aiutained 
almost w holly, ilirec limes as many chil- 
dren of my relations. And, am 1 to be 
reproached as a lover of base lu^te,” be- 
cause I begin to have a prospect (for it ijf 
nothing more) of ninking such provision ? 
And, am I now', upon such a charge, to be 
stripped, in one way or another, of ihe 
means of making such provision Was it 
not manly and brave for the Attorney Ge- 
neral, when he knew that I should not be’ 
permitted to answer him, to make such an 
attack, not only upon me but upon th« fu- 
ture comfort of those, who depend upon 
me for support } Verily, this is not to be 
forgotten presently. As long as 1 or my ^ 
children are** able to remember, thi% will 
be borne in mind ; and, I have not ttie^ 
smallest doubt of seeing the day, when Sir 
Vicary Gibbs, and those who belong to 
him, w'iil not think of any such thinaas^ 
tha{of repffoaching u^with the 
of our ow» earnings. # 

Buriiig the time that I was abSent from 
home for the purpose of giving bail, as*be- 
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fore stated, a man, dressed like a gentle- 
man, w'ent upon my land in tho neighbour- 
hood ofAotley, got into conversation with 
niy servants, asked them how much pro- 
perty I had, where it lay, of whom i had 
purchased it, what 1 had given for it, 
whether I Avas upon tho p«int of jjarclm- 
fngany more, and a great many other que^-»» 
tioiis of tlic« same sort. When he went 
awa 3 »**fVom qne of them, Kfe told him:.* 
You will pot have (^obhett hero again 
for one \^hile or words to that 
I leave the public to form their opiniqps 
:is to the objeA of this visit, and of the 
person who made it. The truth of the 
fact can, at any time, be verified upon 
oath. If this scoundrel had been put to 
the test, I wonder wjiat account he could 
have rendered ot Vlie source of his nicaAs ; 
of the money which had purchased the 
clotlicS ii|3on hi^^ back. Not long before 
Uie time ju^t mentioned, anoflier person 
of a similar description went ^tu Snothcr 
man (vho works for me, asked him ,what 
sort of aa man I w as, what he had 
lujard me sjjy almit the king of the govan- 
7nent, and told him that some people t /fought 
me a very great enemy of (he govermnent. 
The person went into a little public house 
in the neighbourhood of my farm, where 
tie got into conversation witli those whom 
he found there, and conlrivcd soon to 
make that c(>nver:atiun turn upon me. 
Me hpard nothing but good of me as d 
neighbour and a master ; and, as to politics, 
not a soul that he talked to kliew what he 
meant, ^never having in their lives heard 
me utter a word upon any subject of that 
sort. Of the two servants, whom I have 
alluded to above, the name of the former 
is John De.%n and that of the latWr James * 
CowHEfii) ; both of them rnen, upon whos«/" 
word I can rely, anti who, as 1 said be- 
fore, aic ready to verify this statement 

upon their oaths. The modestj^ and 

good manners of my men induced them 
to give answers to the questioifs of these 
base rascals, withoat suspecting an^r thing 
of their real character or desjgn ; nor had 
either*of them the smallest notion of that 
^ design, until my return home, and until I 
had acr^uainteil them wjth the et 

my 'situation. If the design (whicn must, 

I think,^be manifest enough to the reader) 
had been known, their bonesr*or, at least, 
their skin, would, 1 am afraid, have car- 
ried ofH^a testimonial of their baseness and 
of the indignation of my servantSi The 
'base miscreants would then have had a 
feeling pi oof oj^ the sentiments entertained 
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towards mo by those who know me best 
and have bad the greatest expen«'i ice ofi 

my disposition. 1 leave pkjblic to 

ruminate upon what ^ uave here stated^ 
relative to the ihquiries of these villains. 
The mis<'rcant, who went to make the in- 
ouirlesr about the extent of my property, 
«»did not, it seems, go to Botlevj but ap- 
peared to go from, ai)d to return to, some 
•. town or village upon the i^oMport road, 
fearing, apparently, to be kpown, or, at 
feagt, traced, if he put up at^the inn at 

^ !^tley.-j 1 leave the public, I say, to 

form their opinion upon llTese fads. It is, 
I tliink, quite unnecessary for me to give 
any opinion of my own. 

One cannot, however, help observing 
how very finely aR these things agree 
wfth the notion, no\^ ^nd occasionally 
heretofore endeavoured to be propagated, 
that 1 am a person not worthy qf notice 
This noriotf agrees admirably with all that 
the publii^has seen and hoard for the last 
tw'elve months, during which time there 
^L^^been more written and printed against 
me individually than wouliL If collected 
together, make twenty thick quatto vo- 
lumes; and, (melancholy to relate!) with- 
out producing the loss of one of my friends, 
the falling off of one of my readers, or the 
robbing me of on^i wink of my sleep, 
while ray enemies, if upon any occasion, 
they dare shew themselves, become ob- 
jects of public hatred and scorn;* and 1 
solemnly d\.clare, that I would rather com- 
mit the horrid and cowardly act of suicide 
than change names and characters with 
the very best, or rather, the least bad, of 
, all those enemies, whether I look amongst 
the young or the old, amongst the profli- 
gates Ok the hypocrites, amongst the dar- 
* lag robbers or the sly and smooth cheaters. 

My readers know, tltat, besides the Po- 
litical Register, 1 have undertaken and 
.«Rni i^airying on three other publications, 
namely, T^hc Pakliamentaiiy History, 
the Parliamentary Deikmes, and the 
fiTAT% Trials; and. under the present 
circumstant^s, 1 think it /iviJl not be 
deemed egotistic if 1 say something about 
them. I'hese works, pnrticulariy the for- 
wer^lii the latter, so {»r from being un- 
derfeitSen with a hope of merely^ 

wece uncle rtalo-n with Ae^edHuinfy 
vd&iiey tor time, at least; 
probab^ for many years ; and possibly for 
ever. They were works which, thiugb ah- 
•olutely necessary to the I'ompletnig of 
our poliiicHl libraries, none of the book- 
aelierein Lond^vi, though ^any of them 


are possessed of ten times my pecuniary 
means, would venture to undertake. After 
long w'aiting they promise profit ; but, it 
must be evident to every man at all ac- 
quainted wirh the matter, that ** base lucre'* 
could form ifo part of the object with which 
thL»y were underfHken. I have ■'heard 
others applauded for their public-spirit in 
encountering what have been called great 
national works. What a clutter was made 
in this way about large editions of Shake- 
speare and Milton, which were, at last, 
got rid of by the means of a Lottery, au- 
thorised by act of parliament. The terras 
liberality and muhi^ence were given to the 
undertakers of those works ; but, was 
there any thiAg in them of national utility 
worthy of being compared with these 
wo|i|ts of mine ? 1 have encountered these 
works, unaided by any body ; I shall ask 
the Honourable House for no Lottery to 
cari^ thrm through; I trust solely to their 
real Intrinsic merit for their success ; and, if 
they do succeed, shall 1 therefore be ac- 
cused of seeking after “ base lucre This 
work, of which 1 now begin the Eighteenth 
Volume, has had nothing to support it but 
its own merits. Not a pound, not even a 
pound in paper-money, was ever ex- 
pended upon advertising it. It came up 
like a grain of mustard seed, and, like a 
grain of mustard seed it has spread over 
the whole civilized world. And why has 
it spread more than other publications of 
the same kind ? Xlicre have not been 
wanting iipitations of it. There have been 
some dozens of them, 1 believe. Same 
size, same form, same type, same heads of 
matter; ^same title all but the word ex- 
* pressing my name. How many efforts have 
been made to tempt the public away from 
me, w'hile not one attempt has been made 
by me to prevent it! Yet all have failed. 
The changeling has been discovered, and 
the wretf hed a<l venturers have then en- 
deavoured to wreak their vengeance on me. 
They have sworn that I write badly ; that 
I publish nothing but trash ; that I am 
both foot and knave. But. still the readers 
hang on to me. One would think, us Fal- 
staft'says. that 1 had given them love pow- 
der.* No : but i have given them as great 
a rarity* and something full as attractive ; 
namely, truth in clear language. 1 have 
strapped srateinent and reasoning of the 
^l>ery of affoctation ; and, amongst my 
nfn^ sins, is tbaP* of havin|» shown,' of 
having p’ovod beyond ail ^spute, that 
very much of wliat is called learning** is 
imposture, quite useless to any man whom 
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God has blessed wHli brains. The public, 
however much in many cases, some of 
them dissent from my opinions, will never 
be persuaded that my views are mimical to 
my couniry, or have any dishonourable ob- 
ject, Nothing will ever persuade any man, 
be he who he may, sincerely to bellVive 
tliis. There are many, who will pretend 
to believe it; but, thc}^ will not believe it 
at bottom, and they will read on. The 
public has peroeived in me a sort of con- 
duct towards my adversaries, which they 
never witnessed in any other public writer. 
They have seen, that 1 always insert and 
give publicity to, whatever is sent in an- 
swer to myself. This is a proof of my 
love of truth ten thousand times stronger 
than any professions however strong. It 
is a speaking fact, which is always the tiling 
to produce the most impressiou. The Re- 
gister has created in England, and even 
in other countries, a now taste in rea*ding, 
and an entirely new set of notions upon 
political matters; and, can it be possible, 
that any one is to be perauaded, that such 
an effect is to be produced by mere HibeU 
ling f No ; nor will any one believe, that 
it is to be produced by a mind bent upon 
" base luertP If ** b<i»»e lucre'^ had been 
m\ principal object, or, indeed, if it had 
been a considerable object with me, 1 
never should have wri«ren with effect; 
because to write with effect, one's mind 
must be free, which it never can be if 
the love of gain 4)6 uppermost. Be- 
sides, how iiiconsi^t€!nt is this charge 
of “ base Ivcre^^ witii ihe charge of sedi- 
tions intentions? 'fhe two things are ab- 
solutely Incompatible w'llh one another ^ 
for, if insuiTection and confusion were to 
take place, all the works above men- 
tioned, all the numerous volumes of those 
works, whence my profits are to come, 
if they come at all, would, at once, cease 
to be of any more use than so many 
square bits of wood. For a man, who 
has real property, to wish for the annihi- 
lation of those laws, by. which alone *that 
property is secured to him, is not very 
likely ; for a man, who, like me is plant- 
ing trees and sowing acorns and makings 
roads and breaking up wastes, to« wish 
for the destruction of order and law atni 
property is still less likely ; but, for a 
man, the chief part of whose property 
consists of what must qf necessity bcojme;, 
mere waste>paper in^base of a destitil^on 
of order and law, for such amipi to wish 
fbr such destruction is utterly out be- 
lief, and quite impouibk if he be a seeker 
after « base lucre** 
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So much for the two first assertions 
of the Attorney General. The Thi*», 
namelyf that the Army was anxious to see 
me punished, I will inquire into in my 
next. It will take up some considerable 
space ; for,^ I am resolved to show, and 
|hat in a tAanner to leave^no douhtl in the 
mind of any man, that the Amty has nV* 
reason to fiAd fault with that I have 
always hoen«thc friend of tlie soldier, and * 
that, of couise, 1 meriUnot bis bad wishes. 

1 shaU have much to bring up Qext 

week, and I propose, in order bnee^o 
get things smooth, to publish a double 

number, The reader will, I am aure, 

excuse me for giving, under the present 
circumstances, the precedonco to obser- 
vations more immediately relating to my- 
self; but, he* nee8 not fear, that I sltall 
trespass much upon him in this -way. 1 
shall resqpi^. my usual course of proceed- 
ing, an^, according to my forrn&T practice, 
leave my ctilumniators to choak in their 
own gall. 

* • W“ COBBER 

State Prison^ Newgale, Friday, 

I3th July, ISW, 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

HotLAND.— Froin the THoyal Amterdam Ga* 
zttte,Jufy^, 1810. 

Amsterdam, July 3.— Louis Napoleop, 
by the Grace of God and the Constitution 
or the Kingdom, King of Holland, Con- 
stable sjf France.— To all those who may 
see, or hear, or read these pi'csents, health. 
—Hollanders ! Being convinced that ne- 
thiilj? more for your interest or your wel- * 
fart- can be effected by me, but* on thA 
contnry, consideripg myself as an obsta- 
cle which may prevent the good will and 
intentions of my brother towards this 
country, I have resigned my rank and 
royal dignity in favour of m^ eldest son, 
Napoleon Louis, and of his broAier, Prince 
Charles Louis Napoleon. — Her Majesty, 
the Queen, being of right, a«d according 
to t]^e*Con5titutiou Regent of the kingdom, 
the Regency shall, .till her arrival, bia 
vested the Council of Ministers.i— Hob 
landers ! ^icver shall 1 forget so good and 
virtAoiv a people as you ^ct My last 
thought, as well as my last sigh, ^hall ht 
for your iiappiness. On leaving you I 
canrip#sii1Bo9ently recommend you to l*e» 
,ce^ve well the military and civil officers of 
France. This is the only means to gratify 
his Majesty the Emperor, on whom your 
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fate, that of your children, and that of 
your whole country, dejjends. i\nd now, 
as ilLwill and. calumny can nd longer 
reach me, at least so far as relates to you, 

1 have a well-founded hope, that you will 
at length find the reward for all your .sa- 
crifices^ and fof all your nrA»naniniou3 
•Jurmnesa. — Done at Jlaarlcm, .luly I , I b 10. 

Loui<) INapoleon. 

r, 

. # 

TiOuis Napoleon,l)y theCjracvor(iod,aud 
the^Constiluli(»n of the Kingdom, King of 
Holland,, Constable of France. — Consider- 
ing that the urifbrtunatfi stable ifi which this 
country now is arises from the displeasure 
which the Emperor my brother has con- 
ceived against me; — Considering that all 
endeavours and sacrifices on iny part to 
support this slate of Uiin^^s, have been 
fruitless ; — Con ddering la.stly, that it can- 
not be doubted that the course <]f the pre- 
sent statfi^^f things is to be attribuUd to 
my having been unfurtunntil enough to 
displease, iny brother, and to have lost his 
and that I therefore ‘am ihc 
only obstacle to the leimimuiori <»f th(‘.se 
incessant dificrenccs and jnisundfn'stand- 
ings; — We have resolved, as v;e by these 
letters, published by our ow n free will, do 
resolve to resign, .-^s we do fiom this mo- 
ment resign, the voyal dignity of this 
Kingdom of Holland, in favour of our w ell 
beloved Son NapOiCoii Louis, and in failure 
hf him, in favour of his brolher Charles 
Louis Napoleon. — We rurtlioi desire, that 
according to the constitution under the 
guarantee of his M ijcsty the Fmp<irorour 
Brother, the R(?gcney shall remain with 
her Majesty the Queen, assisted by a 
^ Council of Regency, which shall pfovk. 
sionally^eonsisit of our Ministers, to whom 
•ne commit the custody of our minor King, 
till the arrival of her Majesty the Queen, i 
—We further order, that the ditferent I 
forp^ of our guard, under the command of 
Lieutenant-General Bruno, and General 
Bruno, second in command, shall render 
their service to the Minor King of this 
Kingdom ; apd that the Great Officers of 
the Crown, as w^ell as the Civil and*IVJiii- 
tary Officers of our Household, shall con- 
tii»uef*hJ render their civstomary services 
to the same high personage. — Tije^present 
act done and concluded, and sigpecF by 
our haeci, shall be transmitted to the Le- 
gislative Body, and then deposited copies 
shall be tak^, and- these letters pub- 
lished in a legal manner, and in tliio cus- 
tomary form. . Louis Napoleon^ 
JSaarlm, July 1, 1810. ^ 


In the name of his Majesty Napoleon 
Louis, hy the Grace of (lod and the 
Constitution of the Kingdom, King of 
Holland, the Pjovisioiial Council of 
Ri-genc^ ofnlie Kingdom of Holland, 
to all those w'ho may see, hear, or read 
'these presciitsik makes know n. 

That in consequence of the resignation 
of the Royal dignky uiid auihority made 
by his Majesty, Iiouis Napoleon, in favour 
of the Crown Prince, his Mnje.sty’s eldest 
son, Napoleon Louis and his brother, 
Prince Charles Louis Napoleon, and by 
virtue of his Majesty's authority contained 
in the open and sealed letters published 
by him on th« 1st of July 1810, the Pro- 
visional Regency has tliis day constituted 
itseil^ under the Presidency of the MiHrSter 
VaiPDer IJeim, waiting tlio airival of her 
Majesty lire Queen, as constitutional Re- 
gent^of the kingdom, and guardian of the 
minor King, and in expectation of the 
measures which her Majesty shall be 
plenscd to adopt relative to public affairs. 
— Am.UtrcUi?u, July 8, 1810. 

* ** Van Deji Heim. 

By o-der of the Provisional 
Council of Regency. 

" A. J. .1. H. Vr.Kni.iJEN, 

** Fii-At Secretary ot the Cabi- 
net of tl;e King. 

The Minister for Foreign Afi’aiis hereby 
notifies to the inhabilants of the t apital, 
by special order of hU IMajesty the King, 
that on Wijdnesday next, the 4-lh of July, 
the French troops w ill enter this capital.— 
As it is his Majesty’s express will and de- 
sire thalf^he troops of his illustrious Brother 
\nay be received and treated in a suitable 
manner, he expects that every one will 
concur in receiving those brave troops 
W'itJi friendship and esteem, and treat them 
as is due to friends and allies, and espe- 
cially to the troops of the F^mperor Napo- 
leon. — The justly famed military disci- 
pline, wdneh, besides so many other niili- 
tarywirtucs, distinguishes these troops, isa 
guarantee to the infiabitanls of this capital 
lor the safety of their persons and pro- 
^ perty ; and also assures these troops that 
thcy.vvill every where be received and 
Jtreafed as friends and allies, as every one 
must be sensible of how much importance 
it is to the whole country in general, and 
the capital in particular, to fulfil in tliis 
Vesf^bet the utmost w^ishes of his Majesty. 
His Majesty) therefore, trusts that the in- 
habitants of the papital, feeling their duty 
in fhis respscG will zealously co*operate 
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in that which is of such importance to 
this city, and to the whole kingdom, and 
avoid the destructive consequences w'hich 
must ensue, should they, contrary to all ex- 
pectations, be guilty of an opposite con- 
duct. 

The above-mentioned Minister, • 
Vandeu Capellan. 
Amsterdam, July 2, 1810. 


America. -^Cifcular, — Treasury Depart- 
ment, May 14, 18U). 

Sir— You will herewith receive a printed 
copy of an Act concerning the Commer- 
cial Intercourse between the United 
States and Great Britain anti Trance, and 
their Dependencies, and for other pur- 
poses.— The instructions formally gven 
respecting the execution Of provisions of 
a similar nature, being applicable to the 
two first sections of the Act, it is onljf ne- 
cessary to observe, that the exclusion 
from the harbours or wafers under the 
jurisdiction of the United States, embraces 
(subject only to the exceptions inad^i by 
the act) every description of British or 
French armed vessels, whether public or 
private, and whether sailing with or with- 
out a commission, authorising the capture 
of vess^ls.i — All other restrictions on the 
Commercial Intercourse with France .or 
Great Britain, not previously repealed, 
Iiave ex[)ircd on the 1st instant. I am, 
&c. Gallatin. 


Spain. — Order to convoke the Cortes, 

Ferdinand, by the Grace of Co^, King^ 
of Spain and the Indies, and in his Royal' 
name, the Council of Regency, to all 
Presidents, Governors, &c. be it made 
knowm, that under the 1 tSth of the pre.sent 
month of June, I have thought fit to 
issue the following Decree : 

“ The Council of Regency of Spain 
and the Indies, desirous of giving to the 
whole nation an irrefragable proof oft its 
ardent zeal for its beiietit, and to adopt 
the means for its salvation, has deter- 
mined, in the Royal name of our Sove- 
reign, that the Extraordinary and General 
Cortes, already ordered, .shall be inime- 
duitcly assembled '; and for this purpose 
it is directed, that such elections shall be 
completed, as have not yet been con- 
cluded. Those Members already clu^^n^ 
and such as shall be chosen {^rsuant to 
this Decree, are hereby required* to meet 
in August next> ia the Royal Isle of LeSn. 
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As soon as the major part are there col- 
lected, that instant the Sessions shall be 
opened ,^and in the mean whrie the Coun- 
cil of Regency shall occupy itself in re- 
moving the dilhcullies which might ob- 
struct the de.sign of this solemn Conven- 
tjon. XAVIER i)F. CastaNos, PreS. 

To Don Nicolas Marui dc Sierra. 

• 

** This Royal Decree has Iffecn commu- , 
nicatod "by my ordcj to my Supreme 
Council, &c! that it may be printed and 
published, *and punctually obeyed, tgr 
which purposed command all Pie.sidents, 
Governors, &c. in their respective tfis- 
tricts to execute the same, &c. 

I, THE King."^ 

Estevan Varea, Secretary, &c. 

June ilklO* . 


South America. — ^T he Coufi^l of Re- 
gency of Spain and the Indies beifig in- 
formed that a publication has been made, 
purporluig to be a Royal Order, ^ ^ 

date of the 17th of May last, on the Com- 
merce with America, which is contrary to 
the established law in those dominions—* 
We hereby declare, that no such order 
has been issued, and we further direct, 
that all copies of such a fictitious order 
collected and burnt, and that this notice 
be published in the Gazette of the Re- 
gency. and other public Journals, that* 
all may be obedient Uiereto. • 


SupEgioa Junta of Catalonia. — The 
Junta of this principality being informed 
that some ill-intentioned persons, dis- 
regarding the public good, and those pa- 
triotic sentiments by which all Spiniards 
should be animatcc^ have t||rcd, from ' 
sordid motives, to purchase tne estates of 
certain individuals who have emigrated 
from the districts occupied by the en^uy,* 
and have done this in open /J|;iiance of 
the order of the 80th NoV*. last, whicli 
makes such practices hi^h trcasoi^; the 
Junta, to restrain such oflencts, again de- 
clares fhe like practices, so pernicious to 
Jthc State, treasonable, and commands 
that the effects of ^he delinquents be coi^ 
,fiscatcd. also declares tliat the pro- 
pcrty*of^uch persons be con^scated who, 
naving emigrated on the approach «f. the 
enemy, have returned to their estatee 
'from th#fear that the enemy would seize 
upon tlieir possessions. The value so ac- 
q'uircd shall be devoted to those faithful 
Spaniards who. have been driven from 
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their homes and hayo preserved their in* 
tegriiy. A reward ot' rialashall be 
given to any one who will meiuion the 
name of any offender against this order, 
and the name of the informer shall not be 
expos^. 


• Sweden.— Frow the Stockholm Gazette, 

June 1 ^ 1 , 1810. • 

^ txottenbur^h, June 25. — By* a Courier 
arrived this morning froniP^JtockhoJin, wc 
ha\c learnt the intelligence of a riot hav- 
ing broken out in that city on the 21st, the 
day on wliich the corpse of the late Crown 
Prince was conducUd to the Palace previ- 
oi£8 to its interment. C<funt ¥ersen^ who led 
the procession in capacity ofRiks Marshal 
(High Marshal) of the kingdom, was^ttack- 
ed by th%^ob, on suspicion ol h!lving been 
accesAry to the death of his.Koyal High- 
ness. TfTey commenced by assaulting his 
with stones, . &c. but the Count 
having escaped into a house was followed 
by the infuriated populace, *vho literally 
tore iifin to pieces.— Another account 
states, having got out of his carriage, the 
mob entirely surrounded him, and stoned 
him to death ; afiej which they retired to 
their homes.— S.uce the above Mnenlioucd 
courier, another express is said to have 
•been received, bringing an account of the 
tnob having re-colIccted on the foflovving 
day, and surrounded ihc houses^of Count 
Ujflas and Countess Piper, but fortunately 
neither of them fell into their ^ower. — 
From subsequent accounts it appears, that 
several lives were lost, as ultimately tjie < 
soldier# were, in their own defence, coni- 

• pelled to on the people. General 
Adlerenit^as stru<5c a violent Wow on 

) his back, but secured the man. The mob 
^ at one time agreed to a parley, and con- 
senfed to proposals made by the General 
that CoUhl I'ersen should be carried to 
prison ; but another party of insurrection- 
ists ai^rivinu, he was torn from the soldiers 
and murdered, by being stoned ayd tram- 
. pled on it is positively said, tiiat his eyes 
yver3c:;be:it out. • 

** Public notice is hereby givefi) that the 
insercou^se of post, which, duilng i^P war? 
Was ^tablibhed between Gottenburgh and 
England, is now to cease. 

"General Pos.t Ofl'tce in S^ckholm; 
June 20, 1810” y 

The foliowing Proclamation was yVster- 
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day issued " We Charles by the Grace 
of God, King of Sweden— It was with the 
most profound concern, we received the 
unexpected intelligence, that on the oc- 
casion, when ih^ corpse of his royall high- 
ness the lat^ Crown Prince was brought 
to nliis capital, and when, by a general 
mourning, attended by tranquillity and 
onler, the deep sense of the irreparable 
loss which we have sustained, and which 
wc deeply lament, was to, be manifested, 
some evil disposed persons, forgetful to the 
duty they owe to their fellow- subjects, 
atrociously committed ^murder, disgrace- 
ful to the Swedish name. We consider it 
as a consolation necessary to our wounded 
feelings hereby publicly to express how 
much we feci concerned on account of the 
unljprtirnatc consequences occasioned by 
the disturbances which again took place 
last night after all possible admonitions 
had®been used jn vain by the Commander 
of our troops to prevail upon ihe multitude 
to disperse ; and after public notice had 
been given, that force w^ould be resisted 
by^bree, and strong means employed to 
restore public tranquillity and secure per- 
sonal safety, the mob attacked the peace- 
ful troops with stones and insulting lan- 
guage, until the latter found themselves 
necessitated by our gracious command for 
the protection of the law and public order, 
and in their lawful defence, to meet force 
by ft>rce, W’hich at length produced the 
beneficial result, th^t the multitude dis- 
persed, mid public order was restored. 
We eincrtain the confident hope, that 
public tranquillity will in future be pre- 
stTved,^and that even those who for a mo- 
ment w tiuld forget their duly, and suffer 
tlicmselve.s to become the tools of lawless 
and perfidious intiigucs, will entertain a 
proper sense of the dangers to which they 
are exposed if they continue their criminal 
conduct. All our faithful and beloved 
subjects w'e graciously desiie and exhort, 
mindful oTthe duty which religion, as well 
as«thc laws of our country imperiously 
im])ase on theuj, to rely with confidence 
on the measures which we are determined 
to pursue for the purpose of preventing all 
acli of violence, and preserving publie 
tranquillity an\l peace, and to listen with 
obedience to the onler which will be given 
them on out part by their superiors. Magis- 
trates and Commanders. We commend 
‘l^Mo tlie peculiar attention of Almighty 
God. ^ Chahlls F. a. Bortzeil, 
StacS/iolm Cattle, Jme 2l» 
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General Sarrazin. — Report made to the 
French Emperor concerning General Sar* 
razin, June 30, 1810. 

€1 gire — Your Majesty Im jjirected me, 
by your order of the date of the 18tli of 
this month, to make a report of all tliat 
concerns the Ex-General Sarrazin. — ^John 
Sarrazin was born in th^ borough of Saint 
Siloeshe, in the canton of Penne, in the 
department of the Lot and Garonne, on 
the 1 5th of August, 1770, his parents were 
farmers. On the 27 th of September, 
1786, he enrolled himself in the 5ih Regi- 
ment of Dragoons which was disbanded on 
the 1 4th of September, 17|J7.— At this 
time he settled at Reole, in the department 
of La Gironde, where he exercised the 
profession of teacher of malhernatica. f)n 
the 1st of September 1790, he .obtained 
the place of professor of mathematics in 
the school of Sorreze, which was tfieii 
under the direction of the Renedictines, 
and it was no doubt this circumstance which 
gave rise to the report that he had been a 
•monk, an assertion which certainly has 
never been proved. 11(3 l(3ft tliis emf)loy- 
ment two years afterwards, to follow the 
movement which almost the whole French 
nalion then made towards the frontiers, 
and he repaired to the army of the North. 
Being sent to Chalons for the instruction 
of the young engineers in the school of 
artillery, he was there when after the 
taking of Verdun, tlie«inhabitants of Cha- 
lons formed a battalion, of which he was 
appointed Adjutant-Miijor, the functions 
of which appointment he performed till 
the 20th of September 1792, the time of 
the disbanding of the battalion ; but these 
circumstances, found in a memoir signed 
by himself, are only warranted by his own 
declaration. • What is certain is, that he 
was appointed at Metz, Lieutenant of a 
Volunteer Company, called the S;.int 
. Mawrice, at the end of 1792, and Captain 
of the same company on the 1 8th of 
March, 1793.— On his first entrance irilo 
the service, he gave proofs of that restless 
intriguing spirit which he has constantly I 
•'Shewn in his military career. He con- 
fesses himself in the memoir above cised, 
that, for having taken part in some re- 
monstrances wnich appeared seditious, he 
was broken and degraded by order of 
General Houchard in 1793, and pblig^ 
to serve as a common s^dier. He 
that on the 1st of October l7Q3,#ii^jomed 
Chatillon, the chasseurs of the Girondi;, 
that he was present in difierent affairs, in 
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the army of La Vendee, in which he 
was in (jfbality of Secretary to General 
Marccau, and was appointed adjunct to 
the Adjutant's General, on the 9th of 
Prairial, year 2. On the 6th of Fructidor, 
of the same year, he was, appointed ad- 
iiwict of the'first class to the corps of artil-« 
Icry by the representative of the people, 
Gilet, who had been sent to Ae army of' 
the Safnbre afid the Meuse.— On the 6tb 
of Brum aife,*y ear three, the same repre- 
sentative appointed him Adjutant-Geiiefal 
Chief of Battalion in consideratioft of tho 
testimonies which General Marccau hsfd 
given of his conduct after the expedition 
of Coblentz. — 'I'hc I Stli Brurnuire, third 
year, his appointment was confirmed by 
the Commiltee^f Pgbflc Welfare; aiidofi 
the 5th Prairial follow ing he obtained the 
Commission of Adjutant- General Chief of 
Brigade.— 4^6 made the campaigi||sof the 
year three, year four, and year five, whh the 
armies of Sambre, and Meuse, andf^aly.— 
On the 2Jth Fructidor, sixth year, 
ccived orders to proceed to Roehelbrt, to 
serve in one of the divisions of the army of 
England, IJ(3 was one of the small num- 
ber of Frenchmen who made good tlicir 
descent in Ireland, and ho was appointed 
by General Humbert, General of Brigade, 
at the capture of Killafa, and General of 
Division at the affair of Castlebar, where 
he took a standard from the enemy's • 
horse. *011 his return to France he found* 
the Executive Directory very little dispo- 
sed to confirm so rajiid a promotion. Ho 
deuiand‘4 lo serve as Adjutant- general of 
the army of Italy commanded by Genera] 
J^oubert. Having been charged to con- 
duct 5, body of troops to the army of 
Rome, he made with that army the cam- 
paign of the $eventh*year in Naples, and 
was appointed General of Brigade on the 
field of battle, after the affair of Tfcbia. 
At the army of Italy his suspicious ftiJ * 
doubtful conduct exposed lijm* to suspi- 
cions liumiUaiing to a military person ; hr 
was charged with acting the part ot an 
"informer^; his constant opposition to the 
orderauot his chiefs strengthened that opi- 
ilkon, and the unpleasant treatment haw-^' 
periencedMCOtnpell^d him to ask leave to 
I retire. ^ On rfie I Ith (Pluviose) he received 
I orders *to ceturn to France. 1st 

Prairial year 9, notice was given him that 
• he was no longer in the list of Staff Offi- 
cers. laired to private life, his nalui^ 
inqui^utre inspired him with several plans. 
He requested sometimes to be employed 
in America an(h sometimes in the East 
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ladies. He expr^sed a desire to serve in 
jhe troops of the Kcltavian Republic, but 
bu fulfilled none of these resol Aions, and 
he was still in France, when on the lOth 
of Vendemiaire, he was re- established on 
the stall of Generals of Br'j^nle in the 
rooin^f Gcnosal Colli, appoii|ted General 
*of Division. Two months aiternards tie 
was appointed to go to St. Doiiiingo. Ho 
•. verriained Acre only a y‘ the had state 
of his health inducing Geiicraf Rocham- 
b^au to send him hack to l'i\i|ce, where 
iie arrived on the 22d Frimairc, year Hi. 
(general Augrreau thrif eommanded a 
camp; General Sarrazin applied, and ob- 
tained to be employed under his com- 
mand. Ills character, ever inclined to 
accusation, soon rijised against him mmie- 
fons enemies. He a^weil himself the ac- 
cuser of tlic (ienerals and Administration-: 
of the Army in a memoir whieli he trans- 
mitted yrthe Emperor, underrate of the 
lli3d of Fiinrjirc. year 13* 'Fhc cry of 
indignation whicli was raised again'-t him, 
Mi^mvcd him of the courage of supporting 
publicly \lie part he had undertaken, and 
raided such a storm against him, that he 
saw himself again, for the second time, 
obliged to request leave to resign. He 
%vas nevertheless retained in his post, and 
made with that pyt of the army, the cam- 
paigns of the year 14, or ISOG. — Some 
disputes, which he had with General lion- 
• delit, in whose division he servtMlj^obligrd 
*th.e Government to recal him to France. — 
On the 3 1 St of October, 1800, tie wasem- 
plo 3 'ed in the 2Uh Militaiy Division, 
under the orders of General Cliatabarlhac, 
who confided to him the command of 
department of the Lys. The'^ mijunfier* 
stand mg which soon took place between 
the Prefect and him, evinced the neces- 
sity of giving him another destination, and 
he was sent to the Isle of Cadsand, His 
^ Conduct continually extravagant, and his 
aruilrarv^ proceedings, incensed against 
him the nibahitanls, the authorities and 
Geiifral Chambarlhac. The complaints 
which r^ched Government induced ii^ 
again to change his residence, svul he re- 
ceived letters of service for the lOtti Mili- 
Division. He served in this divisiSn 
from the 1 Ith of February, dSW, and had 
the happinfess to live thcrc^in ejicellefit 
barqjtonjTtvith both his superiefl's and su- 
balteru^^:tiJl by the most disgraceful de- 
sertion imprinted an indelible pppre-* 
brium on his name. — Such is Ijiie history 


of General Sarrazin, which, to speak pro- »■ 
peily^ is only that of the extravagance of 
his mind, ih^ en ors of his character, and 
his numerous absurdities. 

Tiie Duke De Feltbe, 
9 *^ Minister at War.*' 

Spain. — Gernral Orders — Fourth Division. 

HeaihguaiicrSf Elche, June 12. 

Soldiers; Our Hying parries iiave ob- 
tained on the yih considetable advantages 
in the town of iialera; Our cavaliy, to 
the number of 120, w.is attacked by 230, 
of which SO were kdled and lit made pri- 
soners. Individual acts of valour have 
been perfoimed, which shall bo icwardcd 
accordingly ; but among these ne have to 
notice Don Gaspar de Bobadella, Captain of 
th? Regiment of Cavahy of Farniseo, who 
with his Own hand killed one of the crie- ' 
my«s officers, who in the act of oiVering 
him protection, returned tlic generous ofiey 
by a stroke of his sword. 'J'lic defenders 
of Oazorla, to the number of 3()0, w'ere 
attacked on the 4th instant by J,GOO foot 
aiul (ioo horse. The supeaiority of the* 
enemy obliged tln ni to retire from that 
town, after liaving defended it with ad- 
mi.»-ab]c valour. The enemy left behind 
them on this day 200 in their first attack, 
and in the streets v'.f the town ; nor had 
they courage to follow cur vUliaiit soldiers. 
These actions arc only the preludes of 
others more imp.wtant, in wiiich we arc to 
distinguish oursolvc?; to dcslroj’^and teach 
the enrnf}’, that the .Spanish nation will 
not cede in valour to any nation in the 
worlti Fukyue. 


PETr.RsiM Po, June 13. — The da 3 ^ before 
yesterday the most eminent inert hants 
and bankers wcr.* sent f«'r to the Minister 
ol Finances, who hifoimed them of tho , 
iiirasures fir improving the finance of the 
empire. A l^oan of 100 millions of roubles • 
is^to be opened, on which account the 
Emperor has published a Manifesto, of 
wliich thfi chief tenor is as follows 

1 . Of the Eitablisf/ment of a Lund of Liquida- 
• tiun of State Debts. 

As the property of the State ought al- 
ways to be considered as a mortgage of 
the public debt, j>art of^its mass is to be 
4«^en oIF and publicly sold. 

(To oe continued.} 
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“ The Army, against wfconrtj^s Lihel is ui a peculiar manner directed, calls on the Court for JustUo 
against its traducer,”— General^s Speech. | , # 

33] : 134 


TO THE READER. 

In my last Number^ at page 10, 1 staled 
the Three famous assertions of the Ai- 
tijrney General. Ou two of them I made 
my intended observations ; and, if I may 
judge from the letters 1 have received 
upon the subject, and fronj other indica- 
tions not less certain, the public are ol 
opinion, those two assertions, though so 
boldly made, received from me a toni- 
plete refutation. It remains for me to no- 
tice the Third, which was that ^THE 
ARMY catted upon the Court to punish me. 
The word.s, as given in the report, were 

these: “ THE ARMY, against whom 

'' this libel is in a peculiar manner directed, 
« CALLS ON THE COURT far Justice 
[r against its tr.tducer** 

K Now, in the first place, in what way 
nave i, in writing and publishing the 
article in question, deserved the appel- 
lation here given to me ? In what wa}' 
have 1 traduced the army ? Where is 
there, in that article, an expression le- 
velled at the character of the army, or at 
the interest of the army ? I was accused, 
indeed, by the Aitorney General, of en- 
deavouring <0 injure the military service ; 
but, what proof ; what fact ; what argu- 
ment, was produced, in support qf^this as-^ 
sertion of my having traduced the army f 
Not a word did J utter against the array, 
or against the military profession. Nay, 
that this assertion might, not vield to any 
of the others in point of consistency, it is 
made in the same speech, in which 1 am 
accused of endeavours to seduce the army. 

I am represented as being, at one and the 
same moment, and with reference to lane 
and the same act, both a traducer and a 
seducer. The audience were told of the 
dreadful consequences that might have 
enlued from my^ acts of seduction. Lwas 
represented as deserving of peculiarly 
heavy punishment on account of the danr 
gerousness of my efforts, which efforts 
did, as was asserted, directly tend t<^ 
estcite the army to mutiny. Well ? • But 
Was this to be done by tra^vi^ that 
army ? Are men, or at least, men wjth 


brainiji in their skulls, given yield to the# 
incitements bf those ^who traduce them ?* 

I deny the Tact ; indeed, there is not the 
seinblance*of truth in it ; but, fop a fo- 
ment and meraly for argument’s *sake, ad- 
mit the fact, is it to be believed, is it credible, 
is it possible, that the Army should look upon 
me as its traducer, that, as such, it should 
call for punishment on my /iead,and yet, that, 
at the very same tipicf, my efforts obviously 
tended to seduce them from their lawful 
obediance, and to invite them to follow 
my wishasin works of mutiny^That this 
should be trjac is impossible, l was ac- 
cused of representing the LocaMUilitia at 
Ely of being ^00 hardly dealt with. * B ut, 
let us take the Attorney General’s ovvii'"* 
words. Tlie former, in the Speech now 
referred to, which see, in the last Number 
at page S, said, that the tendency of my 
|)ul)lication was, ** to encourage the sol- 
" diers to impatience, insubordination and 
disgust; to tel! t\\exif that they were hardly, 

** cruelly and tyiwtnically dealt with.” 
That 1 said, that the affair at Ely “ wa% 
not $o be called a mutiny, and that it wtw 
‘'a squabble between the men and 
** their officers for a trifle of money.” 
Well, rw matter what was the fact, here, 
the effect was not, surely, to excite anger 
and resentment in the bosoms of the army, 
and lo induce them to call for punishment 
upon my head. Here was nothing of rra- 
duction?X any rate. • But, in ihia as in 
every other respect, assertion was quite 
secure; there being no answer on my 
part allowed. • • 

Let us now view this assertion in 
another light. We have, of late years, 
grown wonderfully familiar with nsifLury 
notions and influence. From«ome^as 0 
or ; from the fear of invasion, or 
revolution, or from some cause thjj^wa'. 
ourselveggperhapSj^lonot clearly perceiv^ 
#ve have % become most miraculously 
reconciled to n^JStary means.,^A book- 
seller advertises for sate A Dtgesl^ the 
J^Uitary Law of England.** I could not 
help TenuJirking, that, duHng the d<*batet 
upon^ tte petition of poor Captm>< Fos- 
KETT, the phrase mlUary gofi rtweu# cf 
B . 
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the country” wa« fr^ucntly made use of ; 
and, I believes* iu one or iwo in^aiicea, 
even by Miu WtiiTDacAD. But, i must 
confess, that, wlien the Attorney General 
told the Judges in so many words, that 
" THE ARMY called upon them** to 
dojustlc^ upon me, 1 was surprizid. He . 
had said every thing else that he could ' 
think of to induce tiieui to inflmt a heavy 
punishment upon me ; and, a% if yothing 
was sufficient without it, he cconcluded 
with«a declaration, that I was a Waducer 
4 of Afitiy, and that, as such, the army 
uall^ upon the Judges to pm&sh me. Very 
strange things have, at different times, 
been witnessed in that court ; but, 1 be- 
lieve, this was the very fust time, that 
English Judges had « been told to their 
teeth, in so many plaitf woftls, that the 
army, that the military, that men with 
arms in their hands, called upon Miem 
foi^ such orsuch a sentence on* a man 
standing ^ their bar. A great deal has 
been said about the (Constitution prohibit- 
nin^i iun t tanding army in time of«peaco, 
without coitsent of Parliament : such is 
our dread of the precious ** freedom cf 
" election** being violated by the military, 
that soldiers are kept at a distance from 
places where elections are going on : the 
changes have, ind^d, been rung upon 
the perfect subserviency qf the military to 
the civil poicer : but, what, in the name 
. df common sense, does all this inc^n, if 
life Judges, when sitting to pass judgment, 
are to be told, and by an office^ of the 
king too, that the army calk upon them for 
such or such a judgment f The pfosecu- 
tion was by information of the Attorney 
^ General ; that is, the Attorney Gengrat, 
an officer apf^ointed by the king •and 
liolding his oflice during pleasure, com- 
mences the prosecution* in the king’s name, 
and, when he comes to apply Tor judg- 
j|itent. he tells the Judges, that the army 
calls upon th^ to punish the person pro- 
secuted^ because that person is a traducev 
(f that army ! I will not ask what this is 
like,jif wha^ it is not like. I lyill make 
^qmpofpSom, and, indeed, to«make 
any, or to observe further upon this ]^int 
vHj|^ul^4|e qviite useless. Every reader will 
ttfrtt the thing over in his mind, dtfd will, 
Ian! sure^jc'ome to a proper coficlusion. 

. mA one suppose, for a 'fhoment, 

I belief* that it was true that the 
Araiy card an the Judges to puni^ me. 
Let no one, Buppose, that I belike this 
to be true ; ^or, .1 m^st first believe, that 
tile Army^ ^ Ae mdst ungrateful ar^d. 


most base of all mankind, I never having, 
in all my life, done or said any thing 
respecting the Army, that was not in* 
tended for its good. 

Those who hajc been in the habit of 
reading the Register for some years, must 
have •witnessed the pains that 1 have taken, 
upon numerous occasions, to exalt theeba^' 
racier of the soldier, to remove the pre- 
judices that existed Against his profession, 
and to make these engaged in the mili- 
tary service an object of respect and affec- 
tion amongst the people in general. Many 
are the instances, in which 1 have been 
blamed for this ; many are the instances, 
in wliich 1 have been most grossly abused 
for this, aye, and by those, too, who are 
now my assailants upon the opposite 
groupd. It will be recojtected, that 1 
have constantly objected to every thing, 
which tended to lower the military charac- 
ter; tint every schemc(and schemes enough 
we have had) which had a tendency to de- 
grade the profession of a soldier by giving 
of the military dress and rank to those who 
were jtiot soldiers, has received my marked 
disapprobation ; that the linker and pas- 
try-cook race of officers have always been 
an object of ridicule with me, not because 
I disapproved of them in their proper 
but because tliey were put forward in 
a way to do wrong to the really military 
men. 

In the defence of injured officers^ who is 
there belonging to the press, besides my- 
self, that has devotedT one single page of 
their works*? And, when have 1 refused 
the application of any such officer? I 
have, aUvarious times, urged the propriety 
ef making legal provision that no commis^ 
sioned officer should be cashiered without 
a previous sentence of a court-martial to 
that efiect. This proposition might be 
thought very foolish by the officers of the- 
army, who might like it best to be liable 
to cashiering at pleasure ; but, it will, I 
think, be looked upon as very improbable^ 
if nqt as quite impossible, that the officers 
of; the Army should harbour any resent- 
ment against me on this account; arid, 
iqdeed, that they should not feel, for this 
causU alone, some stnall degree of grati- 
tude towards me. It is impossible, tlmf 
^they should feel anger towards a persor^ 
who, with all his means, endeavoured to 
render them somewhat more independent 
chan they were. ^ 

UfKM) several .occasions, 1 have reeom^ 
mended tn^dvance in the pay qfthe (fom-> 
mistimed OJicers particularly ; and, ha one 
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' Instance, I slicwed the justice of this, upon 
the same principle that the salaries of the 
judges and other persons in office with 
fixed salaries, had been raised. 1 remind- 
ed the late Ministry n^his. when they 
brought forward the proposition for aug- 
menting the pecuniary allowanceiT to th^ 
sereral branches of the king’s family. 
The great argument in support of such 
augmentation was, that provisions of every 
sort, and, indeed, every article necessary 
to support hfe or to give splendour to 
rank, had almost doubled in price, since the 
salaries then in existence were fixed. It was 
not said, that nm^ had depreciated one half. 
But, that was no matter. To vulgar 
minds a rise in prices is the clearest idea. 
Well, said 1 (without now questioning the 
propriety ; or, rather, without makisig that 
a matter of discussion), if the rise of prices 
be a good ground for augmenting the al- | 
lowanses to the Duke of Cumberland, for 
instance, it is surely as good a ground for 
augmenting the pay qf the army, and espe- 
cially of the commissioned officers, who 
are not, like the noii-commissionedaofficers 
and private men, protected, in some mea- 
sure, against this rise in prices, by the ra- 
tions of bread and meat, which they al- 
ways have at a fixed price. I do not 
know, whether the commissioned-officers 
^ have this allowance also ; but, if they have, 
their mere eatables, their mere bread and 
meat, make but a very small portion of 
their expences. — —Here again I might be 
mistaken ; there might be i )0 analogy in 
the cases of the officers of the army and 
the members of the king’s family ; it 
might be quite fit to augment jthe allow- 
ances of the latter, upon aii argument *of 
a rise in prices, and not to augment the 
pay of the former: all this might be, and, 
of course, I might be wrong, and what I 
said extremely foolish ; but, 1 am sure, 
that no one will believe it possible that 
the Army should disUke tne for it ; no one 
will believe it possible, that what 1 said 
upon that occasion could be construed into 
traduction of the army ; no one will believe 
it possible, that 1, by the augmentation 1 
then proposed to be made to the pay of tbg 
army .wished to render that army inefficient 
and mutinous; no ; nor will any one 
believe, that the man, from whom that 
. proposition came, was a seeker after ** base 
lucre,** seeing that part of that augmenta- 
tion, must have beqp borne By Qimsflf, 
without the possibility of bi&^ver deriving 
any individual benefit thereiroti^ 

. Upon a very reeoxit bccaslbn, 
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much ill-blood existed against the Army, 
especially in this nielTopolis, did I join 
those, whose pens or tongues were at 
work against the military ? On the con-' 
trary, every word that I said manifestly 
tended to allay the resentmerwt that had 
been excited against the soldiers, 1 al!ude 
to the time of Sir Francis Bunlelt’s com- 
mitmentlo the Tower, and to my Register 
(VdUXVil. p. 564.) where I endeavoured 
to alUy* this popular resentment. In 
speaking of the blood that had spilt, 

1 said : '' I gannot help exhorfing suCh 
the people as my Register may reach, 

** to reflect well before they fix upon the * 
« objects of their blame in this respect. 
"Soldiers are but mere machines; they 
" are bound to^ implicit obedience ;^a re- 
" fusal to ^>bey is mutiny ; mutiny is pu- 
" lushed with death. The people should, 

" therefore, upon such occasions, bear this 
" in their minds; and should^’bosides.con- 
" sider, that men in red coidSf have feel^ 
ings as well as other men, and cajinot be 
" es^ected to hear without resentmenT, 

I " the scoffings and peliings of the people, 

! " whom, in fact, they can have done no- 
I " thing to offend. The people should 
" bear in mind, that the soldiers are their 
••own countrymen; that they have, in ve- 
" ality, all the sanve interests, as to public 
" matters, that the people have ; that they 
" are their sons and their brothers ^nll 
" their nephews; and, though there giay 
" be, and doubtless are, persons, who 
" may, upon some occasions, endeavour 
" to ^persuade the soldiers, that they have 
•• an interest separate and different from that 
•• of the people, the fact is not so ; for all 
"of us, whether clad in red coats or 
" Brown coats, must, in the end, be equally 

" afTected by eveiiy public measure.” . 

Was tbia spoken like an enemy of the 
army? Could the man, who wrote and 
published and sent these words dto the 
ends of the earth, be a tradtteer of the 
army ? And, will the reader believe, that 
any single soul in that army, vi^hy of 
the name of soldier or of F^iglisbrrBTn, has 
now*called upon the Judges to punish me 
as* the iraducer of the army ? Bead 
work from the#fir8t page to the last, 9nd, 
if yonl^erein find a single instance of my 
hating attempted, though y^the slightest 
way, to detract from the charac^ 
fession of a soldier, and especially rirom 
the character of the •English army; I Will 
give you leave to treat me even worse 
' thbn I have already been treated. It has 
been my coipstant endeavour, a» often as 
B 2 
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opportunity baji ofTered, to remove from seen has embraced those scenes and occa#^ 
the minds of the people all prej|i(]ices sions where every man, first or last, from 
against the army, being of opinion that one cause or another, owes the preserva- 
tliose prejudices must, in every way in tion of his all, health and life not excepted, 
which they ,€ari operaie, be injurious to to the kindnesS|^e generosity, the fel- 
Ihe conn^iry, and may, possibly, endanger low feeling, offlir^comrades, A commu- 
ils ^independence ; for after ail,\ in any ^nity <ff monks hate one another, because 
case of great emergency, what would any they are compelled to live together, and 
army be abltA to do nitliout flie people do not stand in need of each other^s voluji* 
Were with them ? The people ai-e r/ipcojm- tary assistance in tBe procuring of the 
try, and no country, tift Prussia and Austria things necessary to liealth and life. It is 
and I*aly and Naples and many Ollier na- precisely the contrary with ^Idiers. And, 
4 Ions can 'tell, was ever yet defended with- a soldier has not only a regard of all the 
out its own aid, widiout its own native men of his own corps, but, in a degree a 
• and cordial exertions. For these reasons little fainter, for all the soldiers in the 
I have constanily Inculcated a regard and army. Nay, the sohliers of two hostile 
aficction for those of our countrymen who armies have a Reeling of friendship for 
are kept in arms ; as far^as my mfluence each other ; and, this feeling and the acts 
has Deeii able to reach ihere^is no preju- arising from it, have, when occasion has 
dice existing against soldiers ; I have eii- offered, always been found to exist in pro- 
deavoured to shew, and I have shojvn, that portion to the bravery with which they 
it is 10 l)g vrfy as well as have fought agnins* each other.— ——Of 

to considdM man as being thef worse he- this military feeling I do not believe that 
causc^e has enterf‘d upon a way of life any man ever possessed a greater portion 
^artSposes Jiiin to bleed in defcnce«of his than myself, 1 w'as eight years in tlie 
country ; and, that, if there w'cre hq other army,,during which time I associated less 
reason for combatting this prejudice, it withpeopleoutofthearmythaiianysol- 
would be a ^uitc sufficient reason, (hat the dier that I ever knew. This partiality I 
existence of it must of necessity be de- have always retained. I like sr)lciiers,^ as 
sired Jty crery enemy of the Ubertits of the 9 . class in life, belter than any other de- 
emmiry. To such ncysQiis it must be gra- scription of men. Their conversation is. 
lifying in the highest degree to see an more pleasing to me ; they have generally 
animosity existing between the people seen more than other men ; they have less 
an^ the soidjcry. It has made part of the of vulgar prejudice about th^ m ; to which 
system of oveiy despot to keep the soldiers may be added, that, having felt hord^hijis 
and the people in a state of hostilily, in a themselves, they know how to fi el for 
rtate of constant suspicion and hatred of others. This does not, indeed, apply to 
one another. Let the reader judge, then, such as those of whom Mrs. Clarke w^as 
whether I, who am accused of a desire to the protectress; but to those who have 
« introduce^ revolution, am a likely man^ to. seen servite, or who depend solely upon 
haduce tile army to the people ; or tef do their merit for their success. Amongst 
any other act, calcujaled to make the soldiers, less than amongst any other d^- 
pcople dislike the army. Were there pot scription of men, have I observed the vicea 
a single fact to shew the contrary, reason* of lyin^ and hypocrisy, I do not recollect a 
ing pjfon general principles would forbid single instance of a soldier in any corps, 
any man Jo, believe, that I disliked the having betrayed, or given up, or exposed* 
army, or that*the army could possibly another soldier, even fur the sake of saving 

himsglf from most terrible punishnient; 
arjpy, lo every soldier in it, I andb as for selfishness, a soldier, who would 
have a hoiiy ot attachment quite iinVepen- not give his dinner, his day^s provisions, 
dent of any political reasonings or coRsi- to a comrade in want, would be looked 
cle^tlbRs. ;I have been p soldier myself, *upon as an unnatural Brute. It is not to be 
and for no small number of yeajiff^t (hat ^xpected that such generosity of feeling 
time of llfiMvhen the feelings are mfust should be found amongst the mass of man- 
arddtit and Wnen the strongest attachments kind : those who have not known the viei- 
a re formed. Once a soldier always a situdes and the many wants of'the soldier^s 
soldier,^* is a maxim, the truth of which I life, canncYt be expected to have the -sol- 
need not insist on to any one who has dicris feeling; 1 have known the one, and 
ever served in the army for any length of' I poa8ess.%hl other ; and, notwithstanding 
ti(ne, and especially if the service ne has have now teen accused of - hankerini'^ 
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after nothing but base lucre^\ upon this 
feeling 1 have always acted. ^ Aye, and 
upon this feeling I shall have been known 
to have acted, too, in spite of all that can 
be done to misrepresenUnc to the army. 

Under the present cirSthnstances there 
IS nothing which I can say of myself that 
can fairly be called egotism ; and there* 
is nothing in praise of my conduct, which 
can with truth, be s&id, that ought not to 
be said. Being of this opinion, and be* 
ing sure that\very just and sensible man 
will join therein, 1 will here introduce a 
fact or two, which, under any other cir- 
cumstances, it would be a shame to men- 
tion.— Lover as I am of “ base lucre'' 
no soul in distress was «ver sent empty 
from my door, be the cause of that dis- 
tress what it might. But, to s^diers, 
and their wives and children ; to every 
creature bearing the name* or mark or 
sign of military service about It, I, nor any 
one belonging to me, ever omitted to 
shew particular marks of compassion and 
kindness. I wi<jh the public could now 
pass ill review before them all tjie un- 
fortunate soldiers that have come to my 
door and those who have been to the 
door of the man who has called me the 
" traducer" • of the army. Would to 
God that this exhibition could take place, 
andsthat an enquiry could be made as to 
the reception that each had met with I 
I should not be afraid of the comparison, 
though he represents me as the enemy of\ 
the army; as a man whom the army culls 

uMn the Judges to punish,- Late in 

October, or early in November last, re- 
turning home in the dusk of the evening, 

I found our Village full of soldiers. There 
were about hundred men (a number 
nearly equal to the whole population of 
the parish), who had arrived at Ports- 
mouth, last from Portugal ; many of 
whom had been at the battle of Talavera, 
and had served in both the arduous and 
fatal campaigns in Spain; and most of 
whom had suileied cither from sickness 
or from wounds actually reccivi^d in bat- 
tle. These men, who bad landed at Ports- 
mouth that same morning, had marched eigh- 
teen miles to Botley, where they found fifi* 

, their accommodation owe jmall Inn and 
throe ihUf lie- Houses. All the beds in tlfk 
whole village, and in the whole parish 
to its utmost limits, including the bed of 
every cottager, w^uld not have lodged 
these men and their wives and Aiildreo, 
and all the victuals in the pafis^ would not/ 
•f course^, have furnished item with a 


single meal, without taking from tlie meaU 
of theipeople of the parish. The stables, 
barns, and every other place, in which u 
man could lie down out of the way of 
actual rain, were prepared with sUaw. 
Lvery body in the village was ready to 
give urf all his roon* to thc/e people, 
whose every garment and limb ind 
feature bespoke the miscrj; they had un- 
dergone. Jt was rather unfortunate th^fl 
both aiysgifand niy*wife were fiom lioni« 
when fil^ey arrived in the village, or I 
should have lodged a company *or ti\p 
the privates St least. I found the greater 
part of them already gone to their straw 
lodging, and, therefore, I could do no-, 
thing for them; but, I brought two of 
the odicers (the Ci^mmaiuling OlTiccr and 
another) to my* house, not having .^are 
beds for any more, upon so short a no- 
tice* The next day, which happened to 
be a i^unday, the whole of .the officers, 
thirteen o» fourteen in number,* lived at 
iny house the whole of the day and of 
all my whole lif *, during which*! bavj^ 
spent but very few unpleasant days, I 
never spent so pleasant a day as that. 
After a lapse of sixicen years, 1 once inura 
saw myself at table with nothing but sol- 
diers ; nothing but men in red coats ; and 
I felt so happy at being able to give them 
proofs of my aitacRment. 1 never, upon 
any occasion, so much enjoyed, never so 
sensibly felt, the bem fits ol having bven 
industrious and oeconomical. My gue.sts, 
on their part, soon fouud that they were 
at home, and gave full scope to that dis- 
posiAon to gaiety, which prevails amongst 
soldiers, and particularly alter long-en- 
dured hardships. It was the first .whole 
day of their being in England from the^ 
time they had quilted it ; and certain 1 
am, that not a (ban of ihem has since 
seen a happier. On the Monday moru- 
iiig, before day-light, my wbolif|^milv« 
children and all, w^ere up to prepare 
them a breakfast and to. bM* them fare- 
well ; and, when they left us, the Com- 
manding Oificer, who was a mMi|;st and 
sensible {Scotsman, obscrvx.41, that he had, 
in bis life, heard much of English JHospi- 
tality, but that, at Botley, jhe 
and 9^ it. — 2-Now, this was no more 
t4an what it was my duty to do towards 
these gentlemen, some of wh'oi^had been' 
wounded, and all of whom had greatly 
suBered, ip their endeavours, at least, to 
serve their country, while 1 and niy fa- 
mily had been living at home in ease, 
ccimfort, and security ; and, it was a duty 
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peculiarly incumbent upon me, who bad 
been a soidier myself^ and who knUw to 
what hardships they had been exposed by 
sea as well as by land. There mighty 
too| perhaps, tf the workings of my heart 
could ha^e been nicely analysed, be 
som^thuig^ of vanity in my motives, 
though I do not believe that there was. 
But, at any rai«, 1 think 1 may defy even 
ifle Devil, in whatever character* he, may 
choose to appear, to Ascribe this jiction 
to enn\ity to the army; or to a disjmition, 
(Uka^eelin*g»toward.s the arm^ that would 
lead j(ne traduce them. What, then ! 

» wsw^Tf tliat army, to which these gen- 
tlemen belonged, who called upon the 
Judges to punish me ? Did this call come 
from those who experienced the hospita- 
lities*ot' Botley ? Did they acduse me of 
being their traducer, and as being si^ch, 
call upon the Judges to shut me, up in 
prison and to load me with fines and se- 
curities ? Aud would they have accused 
roe of being a lover of ** base lucre ?'* 
'i^To-Wng forward to the public,* and 
especially in a work of my own, the rela- | 
tion of a fact like this, would, as I ob- ' 
served before, be a shame, under almost 
any other circumstances than the present; { 
but, under these circumstances, it will, I 
am confident, be, by ^ery lover of truth, 
deemed perfectly iustinable. 1 am, how- 
ever, less anxious to clear myself to the 
public from the charge of being a tra^ 
“ dicer' ’ of the army, than I am to clear 
myself of that charge to the army^tself. 

1 wish not to be thought, and 1 wil I not 
be thought an enemy or a traducer oT the 
army. I have always been a friend of 
the army; 1 have never traduced it. cl 
nave spent hours and days and wceks'in 
studying how the bettering of the situa- 
tion , of the army might te combined with 
its et^p^ncy ond both with the security 
civil and political liber- 
ties* The plan of service for term of years, 
which was so gwicially approved of, was, 
1 believ^ first suggested to Mr. Windham 
by meij^jSooi^ after he was in office, I 
drew up, fh consenuence of previous eom- 
ni^ication with him, the Plan which* I 
ftftesT^wn^s published, on, the 22nd of 
Malrcb> l k06, VoI. IX, p. 385 ; this 
Plan I will here re-publish. With sontfe 
slight atUiratMis (which, perhaps, 1 my- 
self wduld now make)*^ Mr. Windham, 
would, if he could, have adopted this plan* 
1 by no means look upon it as a perfect 
. thif^. I have not ihe vanity to suppose, 
that, tu 10 great a matter, ^t was lik^lV 
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that 1 should devise a faultless scheme. 
But, the plan, such as it is, contains quite 
sufficient proof, that I was no enemy of ihe 
army ; that I was no tradueer of the army ; 
and that 1 wishe^^t least, to see formed 
such a military force as should, at all 
^mes, hnderall circumstances, in allemer- 
genclcsj render England perfectly safe, 
defended by the arms of her own sons, 
who while they were soldiers, and well- 
disciplined and efficient solders, should 
have all the interests and all ihe feelings 
of citizens, and' who, in defending the soil 
of their country, should be sensible that 
they were defending its rights and liber- 
ties. I must beg leave to press upon the 
reader the request, that he will have the 
patience to peruse the whole of this Plan, 
together with the Introduction, long as 
they are ; for .here I have put upon record 
a full statement of my opinions and prin- 
ciples, ^‘elating to the Army. At the 
time when 1 was so zealously engaged in 
endeavouring to cause this plan to be put 
into execution, little did I imagine, that 
I was oae day to be held forth as an enemy 
to the army, as a traducer of the army, and 
to hear ihe Judges told, that that army^ 
called upon them to shut my person up in 
a prison and to fine me to the amount of„ 
perhaps, more than what would fall to the 
share of one of my children ; but, galling 
and grievous as this is, 1 would rather en- 
dure it ten times told, than be for one 
moment thought a “ tra^icer of the army,'* 
and such, 1 again repeat it, / will not be 

thought. 1 now insert my Plan, just as 

it was published in 1806 


A PLAN 

FOR THE FORMING AN EFFICIENT AND 
PERMANENT ARMY. 

** WhiUt we describe, however, the advantages 
** of standing armies, we must not conceal tlie 
** danger, lliese properties of their constitu- 
** lien — the soldiery being separated, in a 
** great degree, from the rest of the commu- 
nity, their being closely linked amongst 
'* themselves by habits of society and suTOrdi » 
** nation, and the dependency of the wliole 
D ** chain upon the will and favour of the prince 
** —however essentidf they may be to the pur- 
** poses for which armies are kept up, give 
** ** tliem an aspect in ftcnrlse fovonrable to 
** public liberty. The danger, however, U 
** dimiaished by maintaining, upon ell ocea- 
^ ^ sions, as much, alliance of interest and as 
” * mych intercourse ofoienliment, between the 
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** military part of the Aaiieii and tha other 
people, as are consistent with the union and 

** discipline of an army.” Paliy : Moral 

and Political Philosophy; Book VI. Chap. 1^2. 

Introduction. have been the 

occasions upon which, from different mo- 
tives perhaps, different persons have eihdea- 
voured to throw blame upon me for having, 
in a manner so unqusijified, condemned the 
present military system (if, indeed, it be 
worthy of thal name, or of any other con- 
veying the iaea of something resulting 
'from fixed principles J, without having pro- 
posed any other system as a substitute for 
it; and, upon this ground, a correspondent, 
in page 412 of [that] present number, who 
is, I think, more kind in his manner than in 
his matter, revives this subject of censure, 
for the effect of which censure he appears 
to consider the present time p/eculiarly fa- 
vourable. But, as the hcaven-bom mi- 
nister’^ used to say with respect to %is au- 
dience, 1 am in the hearing of my readers 
when 1 say, without fear of contradiction, 
that 1 have, upon scarcely any one occa- 
sion, ever condemned the constitution of 
opr present military force, without at the 
same time, pointing out what appeared to 
mo to be proper to be adopted in its place. 
Ill doin^ this, I have, indeed, confined 
myself, in most cases, to general terms ; 
to the statement of principles ; but, with 
tliose who read the Register, that must, 1 
think, be regarded as quite sufficjent to 
protect me against the blame of which we 
have been speaking; for, the principles 
being once laid down, the detail is a mere 
matter of professional arrangement. Now, 
however, when every man in thq kingdom 
is so anxiously wailing to hear precisefyw/tai 
is to he done for the purpose of obtaining an 
efficient and permanent army ; now, when 
the minister at the head of the war-depart- 
ment is so keenly pursued and so hardly 
pressed for an explicit declaration of his 
intentions relative thereto ; at such a mo- 
ment, though I think the impatience of 
some impertinent, and of all, unreasbfiable 
in the«extreme, especially when the short- 
ness of the time be compared with the 
magnitude of the subject ; though I thinks 
it perfectly justifiable md pix^r hi him 
to refuse tb eratify such impertinence, umL 
such childish impatience; yet, with re- 
spect to myself, lhave no desire, and ought 
to have no desire, to suspend an^ample de- 
claration of nty opinions, which* compared 

to bis, are of triffing import^e. ^As, 

^tn the l^an which I amabiwto submit 
«o die puUipt being in the feitn ef a 1 Ater; * 


addressed to a friend, it might, were I to 
observt a silence upon the subject, be con- 
cluded, that this IS the V\m that Mr. 
Windham intends, or wishes, or has in- 
tended, or wished, to put in execution, it 
is propel^ that I sheuld, before l^proceed 
any further, explicitjy Jeclaie, iHiat thara 
is not, that I know of, and tiicre never 
has been, any intention or wlfli, on the pai ^ 
of thaWgenCkman, to adopt this plan, dr 
to see il adopted ; and, that, if he has, as 
it is probkble he has, been induced Intake 
the trouble tesread it, I am alnfost (arfiMP* 
might 8pai*e even the entirely igno- 

rant with regard to his opinion thereof. 
The advantage to have been derived from 
leaving this (act as a matter of doubt, will, 
when the weighl^iAtly attached to a ^up- 
posed approDation from such a person be 
considered, be evident to every one ; but, 
it is am advantage which justice to Mr. 
Windham commands me to foreg4>, and of 
which, I am, besides, desirous not to avail 
myself ; because 1 wish the Plan t^ come 
before the public without any other re-* 
commendation than that of its own bare 
merits, however small they may appear 

to be< In speaking to the person, to 

whom the following Letter was (more than 
a month ago) addressed, it was unneces- 
sary, in the prelimiitary observations, to 
express myself in a manner quite so full 
as I should have expressed myself had,l 
been speaking to the public ; and, these- 
forc, l^nust beg leave to supply the defi- 
ciency by adding to the length of this In- 

TROOi^TioN. ^The reader will not have 

forgotten, that, in speaking of what ought 
to be done for the purpose of effecting 
the^reat object in view, I havj always • 
given it as my decided opinion, 1st, that, 
there ought to be, as far as related to the 
nature of the engagement of the soldier, 
bat one sort of army ; 2dly, that that army 
should be of an effeknt and permunmt dc^* 
scription ; and, ^dly, that it skcuild be con- 
stituted upon principles that would render 
it efficient and permanent, thereui^o add- ^ 
ing tire important and most deSffable 
prqperty of being necessarily kmoxksis as 
to tie Hherties qf the people ; that, to ^^rejs 
mjse>(in the words of the admireownD^, 
from wnbm 1 have borrowed irny motto, 
tt^^:on|tit^tion should be ^uth as ** Iq 
maintain," upon all occasions,^# much 
" alliance of interest, and as much inter- 
“ OQSirse of sentimoet; between the n>Hi- , 

" tary part of the riation and oiber 
(&aera of the people, as are ^ consikient 
** with iht union und discipline of an 



47] POUTICAL ViEGl^mi.^A Plan, Ifc. [49 


*'afmy/^ tJj)w the two first heads I 
Ivive nothing now to add ; and, as to the 
thii’d, a few remarks open the opinions of 
the enlightened, the scandalously neglect, 
ed, and the now lamented Paley may suf* 
^ice.>— A-Afier cJcvSCribing in the former 
Mpart of*the chapter referred to,*lhc many* 
great advai^ages which a stajpding army 
• has over a rcninorary military force, he 
'eomes to speak, in jthe words cl*osen for 
my motto, of the single disadvantage, 
nardely^ the possible danger *to public 
^/iLerty ;*but this danger, he says, is diini- 
ni^ned by the means described in the 
passage just quoted. How these means are 
to be obtained; how that alliance of in- 
terest and that intercourse of sentiment, 
wjjich he justly repA;seiits gs so essential 
to the great purpose in view; how these 
are to be obtained and insured he does not 
state, in a manner, at least so^ full and 
satisfactory as one could have wished. 
** For "xV^ich purpose” (the purpose bf 
^ maiij^aiaing an alliance of interest be- 
tween the •military and the rest* of the 
people) '' oflliccrs of the army, upon whose 
'' disposition towards the common-wealth 
a great deal may depend, should be 
taken from the principal families of the 
country, and at the same time also be 
"encouraged to cattblish in it families of 
" their own, as well as be admitted to 
I' seats in the senate, to hereditary distinc- 
‘ttions, and to all the civil honours and 
" privileges that arc compatible with their 
" profession : which circumstances of con- 
nectioj] and situation will give them such 
" a sliare in the general rights of the pco- 
" pie, and so engage their inclinations on 
" the si^le of public liberty, as to aiftird a 
" reasonable sec urity, that they cannot be 
bought by any promises of personal ag- 
" grand izeuient, to assist in the execution 
" of measures, which might enslave their 
posterity, their kindred and their conn* 
" try.” When the letter, which 1 am now 
introducing to* the reader, was writleti, I 
4iad ip my mind no recollection of this 
- pa$Kg<:'. of Paley ; and, I was not a little 
< |HeftSM upon discovering the perfect ^oin- 
ci^co, ^ to principle, bclWrin him and< 
ii^seif, upon this very ifiterestimz^ultjecC. 
Rki if thk reasonhig be .soundfand that* 
ittsi thinlrvio one will deny, widt respect 
to of the army, is it not equally 

sound with respect to the men f Paley 
wrote at a time veVy dittfevent indeed from 
the present; his opinions appUedr to a 
^te of Europe and of England wlij^n a 
ibiDparatiYely amall military force was 


necessary in this country ; if he bad 
written with the present awful scene be- 
fore him, with the present difficulties of 
collecting together men to seive in the 
army, I leawi^he reader to determine, 
whether the principles he has laid down 
would not have carried him ranch further, 
lie would now have perceived, that from 
the great number of officers necessary to 
command the army, the tie growing out 
of mere family cotinectiifi would have 
been of litile avail ; that, as to the ad- 
mission of officers to seats in the parlia- 
ment and to hereditary honours, it could 
not have been rendered sutiiclently ex- 
tensive to nif^ke it a moiive powerful 
enough for the purpose he had in view ; 
and, that, in short new rew.trds, a new 
set fif motives^ not only of attachment to 
public liberty, but of love for the military 
servme, must have been created m order 
to obtain an army of the description of 
that which he wished to obtain. For my’ 
part, I am of opinion, that, if the other 
motives which I should pro|)Ose, were 
created, it uould be quite unnecessary 
to admit, during their actual service, itvjli- 
tary oflicers into parliament, \vh< re, to say 
nothing of several other weighty objec- 
tions, they cannot possibly attend, with- 
out a neglect of that duty for the per- 
formance of which they become military 
officers. The members of parliament arc 
chosen for the purpose of assisting at the 
making of laws and* at inquiries relative 
to the disposition of the public money; 
therefore, to pass over the constitutional 
view o[ the matter, how can one recon- 
^cile to iteason the choosing of men who 
are, at any moment, liable to be sent out 
of the kingdom, and who, in all proba- 
bility, must pass, or ought to pass, more 
than one halfof their time beyond the seas? 
Yet, in the present state of things, in the 
present want of motives to a mili'ai’v life, in 
the present predominance of trade, in the 
|)resent preponderance of every cither pro- 
iessfon over that of the military, in point 
ot civil and political advantages, it would 
be hard indeed to shut the do^rs of par- 
liament against military men.— — 1 have 
now before me the plans of two writers, 
which plans have been receiuiy published, 
for the forming of a complete system of 
military defence : the first, who puts no 
patne to^his work, addresses himself to 
Mr. Windham, in % pamphlet " on the 
Public DarfiNCB,” published for the au- 
thor by* Skelton at Southambton; the 
other is Major CartWrioht, wno; afiteir a 



49] JULY21, 18la-^iiPZa«, ^c. £46 


dedicatory address to Mr. Fox, proceeds, 
ia a very elaborate and ingenious per- 
formance, entitled England’s ^gis, or 
** THE Military Energies of the Con- 
« sTiTUTioN,” calls upoms^iys, to awaken 
the spirit of ancient times, and to depend 
for our defence upon those exertions, wtiich 
a love of the country ought to kispiie, and 
which, were his plan adopted, he expresses 
his confidence it would inspire. The 
former of thesg writers strongly and ably 
represents the magnitude of our danger; 
he describes the nature and amount of 
the enemy’s force ; he contends that no 
force but that of a regular one is at all 
competent to our defence j lie shows by 
an argument of experience the utter im- 
practicability of raising a suiBcient force 
by the means hitherto employed ; ^nd, 
the only means, that, in his opinion, re- 
main, are those of mere compulsion, as far, 
at least, as relates to the raising of* men. 
“ The legislature,” says he, must lay iis 
hand upon the people; and, the levy must 
** be i Him edi<ite, persona/, md compnlsoryJ* 
To a^tinpi, in the short compass that I 
have before me, to present the reader with 
an analysis of a wmrk so full of informa- 
tion and of thought as that of Major 
Cartwright, would be to deceive the 
reader, and to do great injustice to the 
laborious, the ingenious, and public-spi- 
rited writer. He does not exclude the 
establishment of a regular military force ; 
but, his rrliance for ellicicnt, permanent 
and s({fe di fence, is upon the hearts and 
the arms of the people, animated by a love 
of their country, a love founded in their 
feeling of the super-excellence pf its con- 
stitution, insuring to them the enjoyment 
of that freedom, and of all those blessings 
attendant upon freedom, which no other 
country enjoys. « Without freedom,” 
says he, '' complete military defence is 
** only the evidence of complete subjuga- 
tion ; and, as the Batavians can tell you, 
uiy Countrymen, the more triumphant 
" the success, the more hopeless tbtf con- 
** dition of the defended. Burt, would we 
know how freedom and defence are to 
'' go hand in hand, and how civil libertys 
is ever to gain strength with the increase 
** of miijitary power, then tiiat con&titu<w 
tion, which is the table of our duties, 
*• the record of our rig-hts, and the depo- 
sitory of our Hl>ertie8, mustjbe the o|i- 
ject of our study %nd the gutde«of our 
steps,” — F*-Upon a proportion for the 
government’s ** laying its hanB upon the 
^^*peopk** it surely, be muiccessary 


to say any thing ; or, if it be at all neces- 
sary, oiie may content oneself with asking 
the author ot the proposition, what could 
be the o^ect of a drfence to be elfected by 
such means ? IVhat he thinks that a peo- 
ple, so ** Ifid hands on/* would hai^ to de- 
/end? Whether, in speaking of 4he ds- 
fence of the natton, we are to g>nsider the' 
people a^of at all interested inthe result? ^ 
In short- aiyi to make but one question of 
it, what,Vn*his opinidli, Buonaparte could 
do to the people more than '' lay his hmd** 
upon them JJntil this question* be 
swered, it would be loss of time to attempt 
to reason with this writer, to whoi^e mo- 
tives, however, 1 am inclined to attach no- 
thing calling for blame. As to tlie prin- 
ciples, generally ^speaking, upon which 
the plan of M*ajor Cartwright is founded, 
they jirc such as every man, who wishes 
to see the energies of the constitution ex- 
erted to the best of all ends, muj;^ agree 
in. But, tllough the Major ha» evidently 
bestowed muen time and thought* upon 
the subject, has he duly considered the ^ 
great change which has now taken place 
in this country as well as in Europe ? 
Has he duly considered what is that spe- 
cies of force which we shall have to resist ? 
Has he duly considered how much depends 
upon celerity in preparing our means of 
resistance ? Has he duly considered what 
are the real causes of the state of decline 
in which he finds the constitutional ener- 
gies of England ? Has he .duly reflected 
upon the where- about, if we w*uuld obtain 
succe^, we must begin in effecting the re- 
storation of those energies ? And, which 
is, perhaps, ail 1 am entitled to ask of him, 
doe| he, upon a calm view of all the cir- 
cumstances of our situation, not tliink that 
some such plan as .that now proposed by 
me, would, under these circumstances, be 
likely to render the defence of the country 
efficient, without endangering the iil^ertiee* 
of the people or the constitutional prero- 
gatives of the Crown ? I akk him, and not 
by way of rhetorical figure, but^ really 
with a view of obtaining aii^nswej>^be- 
thq^ Tie does not think, that, while my 
plan would not fail ** to give strengdi to 
** civi£ liberty at the same time thStTWn- 
creaslll military power,” it would not be 
m'Sle lijiely to be al|imded wjth immediate 
effect, than the plan which Be^bas pro- 
posed ? He will observe, that I take the 
state of things as it now is; I vie^ the 
nation loaded with a debt demanding 27 
m&liofiR annually to pay the interest; I 
see 2 or 5 mijlions annually raised for the 
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pur|x>se of pajring tsx-^tfaereri and oliior 
ciependenta upon the miniatry of\he day; 
1 perceire the exiitence of a trading and 
ii»cal influence over^ahadowing and over- 
beafing every thing ; and« my object is 
to aid%in the cure of these by die 
yfiry means that*l provide for an eificient 
defence o{^e country and of the throne. 
^ am ^ so wedded to tRis br to any 
*other project as to be deaf to tha voice of 
reason; and^ if objections are nfkde to it, 
I shuli give them my atlcntiott^ and shall 
fail* to communicate^ them to my 
readers. But^ of one thing all reasonable 
men seem to be thoroughly convinced, 
namely that some change is absolutely 
necessary ; some great change ; some- 
ihmg new and something great ; some- 
tlnng capable of producing a powerful 
eflect upon the minds of the people; 
something even, that shall produce a re- 
novation in the public mind with regard 
to military service and national defence. 
Mon^ has been tried in all the shapes 
• that n can ,be presented; and, I ‘am, for 
my part, perfectly satisfied, that campul* 
sory enrolment, supposing it to succeed, 
would, if the day of trial came, prove 
to be much woi'se than nothing. We are 
now arrived at that point, when a mere 
hired army will no bnger suffice ; when 
we want the h'^arts of ihd people where- 
with to preserve the independence of the 
egontry ; and, to make a successfal ap- 
peal to this excellent and nev^-failing 
mass of means^ what can be better calcu- 
lated than the plan 1 propose ? Eggland, 
fortunate in her local situation, in the 
form and natural tendency of her consti- 
tution of government, in the industry^ tlie 
honesty, the bodily and mental capaci- 
ties^ the hardihood, and the bravery of 
her sons, has, notwithstanding the present 
unfavourable and even ominous appear- 
•Aitcei, many solid advantages over tier 
enemy, all Qovered as be is with the bril- 
liancy of war and of triumph. She has, as 
I have^recently heard it well remarked, a 
settHagovewiment; be has none. She 
has lawsr and inatitntions which, kt.the 
itiot^ Wnni only amendment, or reform ; 

neither laws noe iii6titutk\|is that 
are as yet held in habitual revererf^. She < 
has an order pf thingi^at depend! nof%r 
existenOQ tipoist. the life, or the lives of 
any fnan» or any number of men ; the 
order of thing! which he has founded 
hangs, perhaps, upon a single life. If she 
be cut ofl* from conihiciit of Europe/ 
.die by the saM etteonirirelioyed from 


all the burden of dependence upon foreign 
aid ; while he, in proportion as he extends 
the arm of his power, multiplies the ob- 
ject of his attention and the chances of 
demolishing^ rampart, by which he is 
surrounding himself. The world has never 
yctVitnessed a long duration of harmony 
amongst numerous contiguous States, more 
especially when hold by sovereigns cony 
nectccl by ties of consanguinity ; and, 
therefore, even from the /ecent disasters, 
even from the general overthrow of Eu- 
rope, there breaks forth a prospect of 
future hope to England. But, to be able 
to profit from the events that time may 
bring with him, we must have the wis- 
dom and the virtue to put ourselves in a 
condition to wait for his arrival. We 
must now place no dependence on the 
immediate . success either of war or of 
peace. Whether at war or peace, the 
eneiRy will seek our subjugation; and, 
therefore, to meet this his settled purpose, 
we must be equally steady, persevering, 
and patient, in our plans and our execu- 
tionj» No man should now throw away 
his lime in devising any means, whether 
for external or internal eflect, which are 
hot, in their very nature, durable, which 
have not in them consequences of twenty 
years or of fifty years to come. The man, 
whose mind stretches not forward beyond 
the days of his probable life, is now fit 
neither for statesman nor legislator. Be- 
fore the preservation •of the liberties and 
of the renown of England all views of per- 
sonal aggrandizement, of family interest., 
and of party triumph, must now vanish 
like the pleasures of the world before the 
awful approach of eternity, or, we may 
indeed atitkipate the disgraceful hour 
when we shall be numbered amongst the 
slaves of France, having, fi)r our sole pri- 
vilege, the conferring upon our children 
the infamous entail. With such reflec- 
tions in his mind (and what mind is there 
unvisited by some such reflections 1) 
where is the man that can hesitate' lo 
make sacrifices for his country’s defence ? 
And, where, then,' is the man who can 
grudge to its defenders a share in its pri- 
vileges, its immunities, ami its marks of 
distinction, especially when the request 
comes so strongly supported by the rea- 
son and the jusucB of the case?— —With' 
,sgfi anxiety proportioned, to the apprehen-- 
stone whence it has arisen, 1 now commit 
my Plan to^he cool asid impartial consi- 
deration bl ihe public, beseeching then 
to tiy it upon its own merits, and te ikh 
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card froia their muida, during the perusal the country, and, from Itsyery nature ob- 
at least, whatever degree of error they viousiy tending to support, from all^ in- 
may, as to otbk matters, be disposed to temal as well as external dangers, the 
attribute to the opinions of its author. just prerogatives of the king and the due 

rights and privileges of the people ? 

Personas Gree$tf Fulham, 20th Feb. i dOfi. That this imost desirable object is not 
gia;--~.The attention with which to Jbe accomplished by any df those nxans, « 
you have, upon different occasions, lis- which have heretofore been emplpyed, no 
lened to my representations upon the sub- man will fo\/ venture to den/T These 
jeot of the regular army, encourages me to means haw teen of three descriptions ; * 
submit to you, in^a more laethodical way, fraud, mon^, tnd comptHsum. The plan, 
my opinions as to vrhat ought now to be which I am about to submit to you, bM 
done, in order to obtain an efficient, safe, and in it nothing of ejther. Its main princi-**^ 
permanent military force, for offensive as pie is, the exaltation of the profession of 
well as for defensive operations. As to arms ; the raising of that profession to a 
the Volunteers and the Militia, as I can- level, at least. With trade and agriculUire, 
not bring myself to regard either of them in point of respectability- in society. I 
as being of any thing more than a mere am aware, that, wit^j.lhose whose minds 
temporary nature, I shall trouble* you wi|h are filled with ^he notion, that nationaf 
nothing respecting them, exceptjwith an power ia only another term for national 
expression of my earnest hope, that, at wealth, tha4 this wealth is to be obtained 
all-events, the ballot, the terrific, the eWs- and secured only by a continued exten- 
gust-creating ballot, will be at once, gotten sion of trade dnd a continued improve- 
rid of; for, until this be done, the mili- ment in agriculture, and that these again, 
tary life must always be looked upon with are to be Secured only by the rights, Tm-* 
h^ttred. • munities, and advantages, which await. 

The measures, which I am about to pro- now almost exclusively, the successful ex- 
pose, would certainly cause a great change, ertion of trading and agricultural ingenuity 
not only in the character of the army, and industry ; with all those whose minds 
but also in that of the whole nation. But are thus filled, I am aware, that there will 
is not a great change necessary, absolutely be much to overcome.# But, to all such 
necessary, to the efficiency of the former persons the answer is ; will you not let the 
and to the safety and honour of the latter ? profession of arms share with you in the ^ 
Is not this the very thing we want ? Have privileges and immunities which the na-. 
not little temporary eii^iedients been long tion has to^bestow ? If you will not, you 
enough upon trial ? In short, if we do not will have no array, wherewith to protect 
come to the consideration of this subject you in t^e enjoyment of your own ; you 
with minds deeply penetrated with the will have no permanent force, a conscious- 
truths, that the state of Europe hasuhder- ness of the existence of which will enable 
gone a great change; that our enemy *you tc^lay your heads down in safety* 
must, in the common course of things. Long enough have you been tendering your 
subdue all that is not military ; and that money ; in all manner of ways you have 
England must become a really military found it to fail ; and, now, after the ex- 
nation, or must become, at no distant day, penditure of millions upon millions for 
i a dependence of France: if we do not the avowed purpose of providing for y^or - 
come to the consideration vrith minds safety, you proclaim from youri]:^ lace of 
* thus penetrated, we shall, I am fully con- commerce, that the question at issue is, 

, vinced, act wisely to keep aloof from •it whether you shall remain as you are, or 
i altogether. But, if such be the impression become the slaves of Frenchman. Aft- 
f upon our -minds, the only question, left other jelTof objectors will, perhaps, still 
I .. for us to decide, appears to be this : reason upon the old ground of prejudice 
f limv SI th« nation to be rendered military f against a/tanding army. But, not to^ " 
How is it to be rendered truly military ; tee tmon the absurdity of applying the 
military, not in shew, not in the abon- maxims oft a century and a ligilf $go’ lo 
dance of red coats ; not from terror and the totally altered circumstanciw the 
merely upon the spur of the occasion: ^ {^resent day ; not to dilate upon the greater 
but, military in spirit, sespirit arisuig .out absurdity of objections tor a standing aruay 
a permanent system, founded on prin- (upon the score of danger to public liberty) 
ciples of sound philosophy, intcfwpven from Ihose who approve of the |Wont 
wtih ihe civil and political institutions df system, according to which the is 
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cut off for life from civil sociciVj and is 
rendered perfectly hopeless, exclept solely 
as to what he may be , able to obtain from 
the crown ; not to dilate upon the ab- 
surdity uf these o'jeciiuns, it will soon 
appear, from the bare staiccyent of my 
j)ian,^hat it would be tosuppg^.e an utt^n* 
perver^ipn of nature in the soldier, to 
fear, ih^Jn consequence «f ^is cnlist- 
. ment into the. army, his attachment to the 
rights and liberties of the should 

n^lbe, 1 will not say not diminished, but 
^.hat it* should not be increased. The 
q^my, *as it at present stands, is made up of 
persons eiiiiiely divested of all those 
prospects, all those hopes, all those feel- 
ings, which bind men to their country. 
The Liberties of JLpgland,” which, in 
every battle, ought be* the signal for 
the onset, is an ern[)ty sound, nay a galling 
insult, to those and to those onfy, who 
have abandoned their homes, and who 
are (fe.stined to spend their* days and to 
shed their blood for the preservation of 
those liberties. • 

In addilioii to these preliminary obser- 
vations, some others will bo made with re- 
fereiit e to particuKir parts of the plan. 
You will perceive, that for the sake of 
avoiding complication, 1 have spoken 
only of ihe arm> ^ but there can be no 
4pubr, that the n.ivy must also feel the 
cherishing hand of rhe government. You 
• will also perceive, tliat as to thr^ Com- 
^missioned Officers 1 have raid but little. 
But, tho principles owcG esiablish<?d, the ap- 
plication of them in dvtail will be matter 
of very easy accomphslniieiit. • 

I. AS TO PAY, that of the soldiers and 
non-commissioned officers is quite 
Iftgh enough ; and, in case of ^ great 
advanre. in pi ices, arising either trom 
the ileprtciatiim of money, or Irum 
scarcity of produce, a specific addi- 
tional giant, tor a limited time on’y, 
• should be made. And, with regard 
toiiu^n, thereafter enlisted, a ditninii- 
tion miglit at any time, be made, if 
rendered politic either by the abun- 
daiic^ of recruits, or by a rise in the 
vaiae of muuev. • 

TERM OF YEARS to be the con- 
dition of enlis’.meut; caWi* term of 
five, years, and three tenns iir tlJe 
The service of fittceii years 
willi in general, he found quite as 
long as is useful; and, by ending at 
fifteen years, you will throw back 
info society a much greater niiniber 
of men accustomed to the use of 
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arms, and, upon occasions of emer- 
gency, able to be eminently useful 
than could be so thrown back, if the 
service w’erc continued to twenty 
years. The force embodied would, 
also, bdmuch more efficient ; for, if 
• we take the average age of enlistment 
at 25 years, wc shall find, that the 
age of forty is the time, es|>ecially 
after hard military duty, when a man 
becomes unfit for the endurance of 
great bodily fatigue^ and particularly 
for very rapid movements ; and, be- 
sides, the other parts of the plan will 
render a very long service unneces- 
sary, as it will ensure you an ever- 
teeming* source of young men. 

III. PARENTS of Soldiers, As one 
^ great obstacle to the entrance of men 
intof military life arises from the re- 
monstrances and lamentations of pa- 
* rents, about to be bereft of the pso- 
babie aid of their children ; as this is 
generally a pow'erful tie, and is al- 
ways strong in proportion to the 
^ goodness of the heart upon which it 
operates, it should be a main object' 
w'ith us, not to weaken the tie, not to 
enfeeble the filial ft clings of the sol- 
dier, but, to enable him to gratify 
those feelings, and that, too, by the 
very act which severs him, though 
for ever, from his parents and his 
home. To this end, and for the pur- 
pose of cstabjishing the principle, 
that, to every mother who has borne 
and to every father who has reared a 
son ready to venture his life in the 
service of his country, some mark of 
thM country's gratitude is due: for 
the establishing of this just, this high, 
this valour-iii'ipiring principle, as well 
as for the purpose of removing a great 
obstacle to enlistment, 1 would allow 
to the parents, or the survivor of 
them, whatever might be their pecu- 
niary circumstances, 3 pounds a year 
, for each son that they, or either of 
them, might have serving in the 
army, \o be paid out of the king's 
exchequer, without deduction of any 
sort, or upon any account whatever, 
taking care that it should be duly 
paid to them at their homes. In case 
of the son being of illegitimate birth, 
the mother should have the allow- 
ariec ; but, if^no mother alive, there 
should be no allowance to the father. 
Tl^e^ allowances I would not suffer 
« to work a dimiautioa of the claioi 
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which the parties might otherwise 
have to parish or other relief ; and a 
heavy penalty should be imposed 
upon all attempts of pari'^h- officers or 
Others to thwart, in this respect, the 
intentions of the lawl The allow- 
ance to parents should continue dyr- 
ing the actual service of the son. If 
the son die, or be killed, in the ser- 
vice, or, if he serve out the three 
terms, the allowance should then be 
settled on them for their lives, or for 
the life of the longest liver. But, if 
the son desert, or be dismissed for 
bad behaviour, or (piit the service 
before the expiration of the third 
term, then the allowance to the pa- 
rents should cease, the reasonableness 
of which will be seen, when we come 
to contemplate the advantages wtth 
which, in case of good behaviour, the 
son is restored to them, in prim^^ of 
life, at the end of his first or iiis se- 
cond term. But, as a further mark 
of distinction, and more firmly to es- 
tablish the great principle upon 
w'hich I proceed, that the mother who 
has borne and the father who has 
reared a son for the service of the 
country is entitled to its especial in- 
dulgence and protection, I would give 
to the parent or parents of every sol- 
dier the faculty of becoming, in virtue 
solely of their son’s service, a pa- 
rishioner or parishioners in any pa- 
rish immediately^ adjoining that to 
which they may belong at the time 
of his enlistment; and this right they 
should enjoy thereafter for their.whole 
lives. I would, besides, restore, with 
re«pect to them, and for their whole 
lives, the spirit of the famous and 
cherishing act of Forma Pauperis, 
making the sum of qualification 50 
pounds instead of five, which, when 
the depreciation of money is consi- 
' dered, is much about what it ought 
to be, in order to place these merito- 
rious persons upon the same footmg 
that all the people of England were 
placed upon in the reign of Henry 
the Seventh. The cost of this allow- 
ance to parents will hardly be ob 
jected to by those who reflect that, 
supposing the army to consist of 
200,000 men, every individual of 
whom has a father or a mother alive,* 
tlie amount woul!l be only (j00,«00/. 
annually; a sum which Is a mere 
trifie when compared with ihi aiinqal 


charge on account of apprehending 
descj^ers, on accuunt of depots for 
lodging and guarding recruits, and 
on account of remuneration lo crimps 
and others belonging to the odious 
establishment for the entrapping of 
men, afid, as if it werp exprcssi^% for 
• the eyciting of a hatred and a Toaih-^ 
ing of tjie military servicy/^ Think, 
Ion, « the ellect of having scatlerfd 
overeheyi:ountry 2,00,000 fathers and 
mothers, deriving, and known to be 
deriving, beiuTit and honour tor 
faithful military services of their sons ! 
Proud of this honour ; boasting, id- 
stead of lamenting, that their sons 
are soldiers ; while those sons, at 
. whatever distance from their homes, 
and even yi th«f fTour of death, would 
have the grateful recollection, that, 
by their services, they had added to 
the i?bin forts and had exalted the 
charactei; of the parents from wJiom 
they sprang. As things now stand, 
the common saying of parents, iven 
in ttie most wretched state* of exist- 
ence, is, that they would rather see. 
their son clad in a shroud than in a 
red coat;” and the son, if, perchance, 
h©‘ be siiflered ever to sec their face 
again, sneaks home and away again 
in the dark, unles# he be able to pro- 
cure a dress, wherewith to disguise 
the unfortunate fact, that he is a sol-« 
dter, which fact is sure to make lun> 
an object either of compassion or of 
scorn. This is the primary cause 
why we have not such an army as we 
can at all times safely rely upon ; 
and, never shall we, never can we, 
l^ve such an army, while th^ same 
engagement that binds the son breaks 
the heart of the «molher. 

IV. RF4WARDS. Proceeding always 
upon that principle so congenial to 
honourable minds, that disiinctioiis 
in society, and not mc/e • lAoney, is 
the motive that is w'anted to fill the 
ranks of the army, I would propose 
the following rewards for faithful 
military services.— For the 1st Term, 
duly completed, the man should ji^e 
a raght of settlement, merely as a 
^ <^pstrisliloner, in any parish in the 
United Kingdom, without ^ single 
exception. In the like extent, he 
should have a right of pursuing any 
trade or calling, whether as journey - 
m'an or master. He should (subject 
io the local laws and customs as to 
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degree} have a ri^bt of commoii and 
forest, in smjr parish whese he may 
be settled though the nature of 
Im tenure would, according to the 
existing laws and customs, give him 
no such right. He should be exempt- 
W from serving on juries, from the 
Itervices of all civil and pVrish-offichs, 
an7\|rom all offices gfoxving out of 
the revenue, unless he ch^e to per- 
form any such duties, i]\\vl»ch case, as 
well as in all others, his^military ser- 
vice should work no injury to the 
claim thereunto \thich he would 
otherwise have. For his whole life 
he should have the benefit of the act 
of Forma Pauperis as revived in spirit 
for the protection of bis parents. 
And, finally, flea should have a right 
to kill game (subject to the laws upon 
that head), or, in other wordtt, should 
be placed upon the footin|[ of a mere 
qualified man/^ within the limits 
only of the parish where he was born. 

« Of the reasonableness, of t^ie justice, 
of granting this privilege, more will 
be said hereafter, when it will have 
been seen that the men born in 
towns w'ill have an equivalent for it, 
and, the force of example being duly 
considered, the policy of sending 
men, as far afi may be, back to enjoy 
Uieir privileges in the places where 
tliey were born will not need to be 
dwelt upon.— -For the^wn ThRM the 
man should acquire all the«rigbts and 
immunities, before mentioned, with 
the following additions ; ttfw'it: all 
the privileges and capacities of what- 
soever nature or degree appertaining# 
V> the corporation of any l#wn or 
place wherein he may have been 
born. A riglft of common and of 
forest within the limits of the parish, 
the church of which shall be nearest 
' to that of the parish in which he may, 
at^aHy.time, reside. If Iwrn in a 
place which saids burgesses or citi- 
zens to parliament, he should have a 
Votoc^in their election; anj^, if not 
boi n in any such place, he should have 
, a vote for the Knight of the hhire fti 
wiiich he was hbrn ; so ikat- every 
man, having duly compflted iifS- 
l^ry service ot ten years, should, 
afor bis return to civil life, have a 
claim to and enjoy the elective fran-« 
ebiaa. And, lastly, his right of kill- 
ing game (under the laws as aforesaid) 
^lUttld extend as far, and in lik( man- 


ner, as his right of common and fo- * 
rest, with this difference, that the 
latter applies to the parish of his 
settlement, whereas the former ap- 
plies to the parish in whicl^ he was 
born. — ^For the Srd Term the man 
should acquire all the rights and im- 
munities given to the second term, 
and with this extension and addition, 
that he shoOld have a right of com- 
mon and of forest in any parish, and 
in all the parishesf, immediately ad- 
joining that in which he may be set- 
tled ; that, to the other exemptions, 
should be added that of an exemption 
from the operation of impressments 
of waggons, carts and horses, i'»r the 
public military service, except in 
cases of invasion ; that, as to his cm - 
porate rights and capacities, they 
should extend tp any corporation in 

« the kingdom where he may have 
been a year settled ; that, as to the 
elective franchise, he should be put 
upon the footing of a territorial fiec- 
holder, and, if born in an election 

* borough or city, should, of course* 
have a vote for the county where he 
was born also ; and, that, as to his 
right of killing game, it should (sub- 
ject as aforesaid) extend to the ut- 
most limits of all the parishes imme- 
diately adjoining that in which lie 
was born. 

V. RKLIGION. There should be no 
distinction as to religious creeds, ex- 
cept that it should be provided that 
none but Christians, in the common 
Sicceplation of the word, should be 
admitted. An oath, merely of fide- 
lity to the King, should be taken upon 
the Holy Evangelists, 

VI. ALL ALIENS, having faithfully 
completed one Term, should be con- 
sidered as being, to all intents' and 
purposes, subjects of the King, and 
should be rewarded accordingly. Hav- 

^ ing no birth-place in the realm, they 
should l>e allowed to fix upon a place 
for the enjoyment of privileges arising 
from birth. No allowance should be 
made, lo the parents of Aliens; and 
all Iliac ks and Mulattoes should be 
carefully shut out o=f the army. 

VII. INVALIDS. For mqn disabled or 
worn out in the service, an annual 
piovision should be made, and punc- 

* tuaily paid, Without bringing them 
fr^UV their homes, equal in amount 

« to the annual full pay and clothing 
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of the private soldier upon actual 
service; and such men should, be* 
sides, enjoy the several righis and 
exemptions allotted to the several 
terms, during, or at the end of either 
of which, their disability longer to 
serve may have produced their /iis- 
charge from the service. In case of 
discharge on account of disability in 
the son, the pareifts, of course, would 
be entitled to the allowance for life. 

VIII. SOLDIERS KILLED in battle, or 
dying, from whatever cause, while in 
actual service abroad, should have, in 
the Church or Church -yard (the lat- 
ter if possible) of the parish where 
they were born, a stone erected to 
their memory ; stating the names of 
their parents, tlie lime of their bi|th, 
the length of their scTvice, and tho 
lime and place of their death ; and 
the charge in this case, as well as in 
all others arising out of this code, 
should be defrayed out of the King’s 
Exchequer. 

IX. FORFEITURES. A soldier who 
deserted should (besides being sub- 
ject to banishment, or other lighter 
punishment, but never to whipping), 
from the day of his return, begin his 
terms anew ; and, after his quilting 
the army, a conviction of treason, 
misprision of treason, or of felony, 
should work, for ever, a forfeiture of 
all the rights and immunities acquired 
by his military services. And, in the 
parents of soldiers, a like conviction, 
for crimes committed by themselves 
fiT either of them, should, for ever, 
work a forfeiture of all thei? claims,* 
arising from the military services of 
their children. But this forfeiture 
would take place, of course, only on 
account of conviction in consequence 
of crimes committed after the en- 
trance of their sons into the army, 
the provision, in no case, being made 
to have a retrospective eftect. ^ 

Such are the principal parts of the Plan, 
which I have long had in contemplation 
for the forming of an eilicient, cheap, 
honourable, and perfectly safe military 
force for this kingdom. Much wouldb of 
course, require to be said with regard to 
rewards and distinctions for the commis- 
sioned officers. It is easy to conceive, 
that, with an army like this in existence,* 
loan-iobbers, Jew-broSers, whetber ifative 
®r alien, that contractors afld. pursers, 
would stand a very poor chance of becom- 


ing lords or baronets ; and, that barkers of 
Moorfields, though with millions of money 
in their pockets, would not easily become 
knights. But, this is all a matwr of de- 
gree and of detail ; and, if the principles 
as embraced in the above-proposed part 
of the plan, be rejected, k will be Wless 
fo take ujf your lime with any ihmgTrtfT 
turally glowing out of them, are, 

however/some things, which, as it is pos-, 
siblc tlni\ tWl;y may be regarded as omis- 
sions, 1 sh^l, for the purpose chiefly^ of 
saving yon trouble, here notice. ,• 

And, first, yoti will perceive, that I roji- 
tcn»plale no sort of provision for the wives 
or the children or the widows of soldiers. 
This, at the first glance, appears Lard, if 
not unjust. But, we are here proposing a 
permanent sy«lent^ we are consideriing 
what is the most likely to ensure the safety 
and tRe jgreatness of the nation ; ami, 
though a natural feeling of compassion 
may arise in. behalf of soldiers’ wives and 
children, we shall, upon due reflection, 
find, that in whatever way a provision for 
them may be made to arise out bf military 
services, such provision must necessarily 
operate as a premium for marriage and 
for population, than which, independent 
of the military consideration, which is,, 
however, very important, nothing can be 
more contrary to all tound principles of 
political oeconomy. The institution at 
Chelsea, ascribed to Mr. Windham an(> 
the Dtike of York, and, in itself consider- 
ed so amiable, and discovering so tender 
a regard for the army, I must neverthe- 
less, regard as having been detormined 
on without due reflection as to the pro- 
bable, nay the inevitable, consequences. 

It miAt operate as an encouragement for the 
breeding of beggars, just as the Foundling 
Hospital, and all the fine sermons preached 
there, operate as an encoiirageuicnt for 
the begetting of bastards. How great is ^ 
the nuisance of women and children in 
the army, how^ miserable the life’ of those 
women and children, may be asked of 
those who have been upon service abroad, 
or who have even seen a regiment in camp, 
or moving from place to place, at home ; 
*and, we may rest assured, that if our* imrn 
of war re but tolerably well furnished 
Ivhfeiwonjen and children, wc neycr should 
have heard of battles like thosb jf^-Copen- 
hagen and Trafalgar. Besides, there 19 
*noihiii^ unjust in the omission. The aoU' 
dier wjll see that no provision is made for 
wife, child, or widow; no man wHi be 
forcad from home; sind the parishes 
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will not have to accuse the military code 
of inviting husbands to leave th|m bur- 
dened with starving families. 

Another omission will, perhaps, appear 
in the not having made provision for the 
advance of pay, in the second and third 
terms of service.^ lint, after fultconsidera- 
Pitave been induced to rcjtct all dis* 
tinclions^Mjhis sort ; iirst,bccinJic money, 

» ill the hands of a soldier, beyoni what is 
’absolutely necessary for his^sulsistencc, 
is not only unnecessary to Ins go(jd, but 
is Tcally ini<?chiovous ; and secondly, hc- 
"cause sdeh distinctions imist give rise to 
insidious feelings amongst men, whose 
rank knd whose duties are exactly the 
same. 

As to a distinction in the rewards be- 
s^wed, after service, •Hance^ thought, that 
a man who had served a certain time as a 
Serjeant, for instance, miglii, with propri* 
cty, bo rewarded with privilege# and im- 
niunitMs somewhat higher than those al- 
lotted to men, who had never* it tinned that 
ranl^ but, upon further reflection, tins 
does not appear cither just or politic. Not 
just) because the promotion to the rank of 
either corporal or serjeant, though, gene- 
rally speaking, it argues superior capacity, 
is, of itsalfjr during the time of service, at- 
tended with a compcteiu reward, in case, 

’ -comfort, respectability and emolument. 
‘Not politic, be::aase promotion arises, in 
jnaiiy, not to say in all cases, from the 
4aii'cuinstarc;«s of advantageous hgui^, en- 
gaging address, good voice, or ay under- 
standing in reading, writing, and arith- 
metic ; all of them, in their difieaent de- 
grees, cbiimable, but none of them proofs 
of iutrin.iic merit, and not all of them 
togethi;», to be, for one moment, }|laced 
in competition with the great virtue which 
we are seeking to incolcate, to encourage, 
and to cherish ; namely, a disposition to 
serve : which, upon reflection, 1 am sure 
•• yoi%*will be convinced is not to be che- 
rished by holding out a premium for scho- 
larship. A disposition to serve, is what 
\v(^ \/ant ; and to obtain it, there is no 
other I'dtiuiial scheme than for the nation 
to measure its rewards by the length of 
servi^^, and by no other standard what-« 
e^r. • ^ . 

After what has been said, Ilreall^W 
flatter i mTs ^f, that no solid gromid ofob- 
jection cSi be made to the principles of 
this plan ; nevertheless, niy anxiety lor its, 
adoption will not^ permit me to close this 
letter without oOering a few additional ob- 
i«rvations« Upon the doing away all 


distinctions as to religious sects, for which 
distinctions we have paid and are paying 
so dearly ; upon the admission of aliens, 
when we see so many Jews and jobbers 
daily naturalized in order to enable them 
to retain the blood they have sucked from 
our veins ; upon the making of a comp«- 
tenlT provision for invalids, instead of suf- 
fering them to starve in the streets, a 
shocking disgrace .to the nation, and a 
most awful w'arning for men to shun those 
ranks wherein the privilege to beg has 
been earned : upon these parts of the plan 
1 shall add nothing, because, where any 
serious objection can be raised to them 
there cannot be the most distant hope of 
accomplishing any change worthy of the 
attention of a cabinet for a single hour. 
The privilege of voting for members of 
pai^iamcnt and that of killing game, arc 
all. for the granting of which, i think it 
necessary to oiler any thing in the shape 
of an argument. As to the former, the 
addition which this plan would make to 
the number of persons exercising the elec- 
tive franchise w ill not be very great, and, 
whatever it may be, it will certainly not • 
be urged as an objection by those who 
still feel an alarm at a standing army, as 
the means of destroying the liberties of, 
the people, by giving to the monarchical 
and aristocratical branches, too much power 
over that of the democracy. Indeed , to 
give the soldiers this privilege appears to 
be absolutely necessary, in order to make 
them feel, that they •have rights in com- 
mon with their fellow' subjects ; in order 
to make them feel, that that country whicli 
they hjive to light for, is theirs as well as 
jnthers ; jn order to make i hem feel, that 
they arc not mere mercenaries, that they 
are not se11if\g their blood for the protection 
of more happy and more highly privileged 
mortals. And, in itself, what can he more 
just or more reasonable? for, what can be 
more unjustormore unreasonable, than that 
the elective franchise should be acquired 
by seven years appientice^hip to the ham- 
inefing of a lap-stone or the diiving of a 
needle, or by the gaining in trade where- 
with to purchase a cottage of 40 shillings 
a year, while, to the service of ten years 
in a niiliiary c^ipacity, venturing health 
and life in a thousand ways, such acquire- 
ment is denied ? It is not merely a priva- 
tioii to the soldier ; it is a punishment for 
Jiis servi|.e; Idr, as in ihe case of fiee-bo* 
roughs, he is deprived of the privilege 
which he fvould have had, if he had re- 
mained &t home and served an apprentice* 
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ship. And, while this continues, while 
there is a bounty, the most tempting of 
all bounties too, held out for staying at 
home, and plodding along, in peace and 
safely, in pursuit of pelf, is it not madness 
to think that, generally speaking, any but 
the profligate, or the miserable will enter 
the army ? And, is it not still gre.Uer 
madness to hope, that they will be faithful 
and zealous soldiers ? Am I told, that 
the armies of France arc formed without 
the granting of any such privileges? I 
answer, that, in France, there arc no such 
privileges to grarit; there are no privileges 
or immunities whereof a military life can 
deprive a man ; every man, soldier or not, 
is, in these respects, upon ^ footing ; but, 
great care is taken U> give the soldier, and 
the parents of soldiers too, favours and 
marks of distinction; ahd, without thif, wc 
may be well assured, that the military 
power of Franco would not, at this^iour, 
have been an object of terror to England. 
In France, the soldiers are at the absolute 
command of the Sovereign ; but they 
themselves are the mast<*rs of every body 
else. All ♦hat 1 wisli to see in •Eng- 
land, is, to place the soldier upon the 
aame footing, in point of rights and immu- 
nities, with his fellow subjects in general. 

With respect to the right, or rather the 
permission to kill game, a privilege of 
little value in itself, but become most 
higlily esteemed by all the people of this 
country, it arose, you must well remem- 
ber, iK/t out of succi*ss in trade, not out of 
acquisitions of wealth, not out of the in- 
heritance or the occupancy of lands, but, 
out of military services, perforjned by 
the Nobles, the Kniglits and Ey|uires, ^ 
whom the King granted permission to 
kill part of his game. That this assump- 
tion, on the part of the monarch, of the 
sole proprietorship of wild animals, might 
be too g^-eat a stretch of the kingly power, 
too bo\d a deviation from the law of nature, 
which gives to every man as free aii use 
of wild animals as it does of the air and of 
the water, may be a question; but, •there 
can be no question, that w hen the Sove- 
Toign's perm lesion, granted in consequence 
of services, for the defence and honour of* 
the realm, has degenerated into a right to 
be claimed, excluaivedy or almost exclu- ' 
jsively, by those, who have been able, no 
matter how, to obtain a certain portion of 
wealth deposited in house or in l^nd; wliJ^n, 
this is become the si%te of the casef there 
can be no question as to th^ justice, not 
to ;«ay the policy, of restoring ^ par^ at 
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least, of the much esteemed privilege to 
that ser|rice, as a reward t(^ which alone, 
it was, at first, most justly and most wisely 
confined. Every vender of ribbons or of 
pins, who has accmnulale l the Mmi of 
about two or three thousand [)Oimds, and 
who feels*a disposition I’t^r tin? cha^e, lays 
•out his irioney in a box end a 
and theijpiigoii he swaggers ab with his 
gun andfhis dogs, in any and every parish 
and coil[nt)^in the kingdom : and, in th6 
name of justice, of reason, of common 
sense, 1 ask, shall not the man .whePhag 
served his countjy, who has ventured his 
life for the safely of this same esquire find 
haberdasher, have a riglit to kill a hare 
within the narrow precincts of the parish, 
or the neighbouring parishes, where he 
was born ? yet, 1^'tle as it is in itself, per- 
fectly costless as it is to the nation, its 
valuoiri the eyes of the common people is 
beyond •all estimation ; and, 1 have no 
scruple in saying, that the prospest of cn- 
joydiig it, and the examples of its enjoy- 
ment, would send more countryrneji iqito 
the army, than any other, aiuUhiin all lh« 
other, induccmcjits, that the most eloquent 
description could piesent to their views. 

Now, in closing the Jtjtter, I shall only 
say, that^ with respect to the practicability, 
the easy execution of the whole of tins 
plan, after a due consideration of every 
difliculty that my mind cun conceive, 
after asking myself how all this is to Ije 
ilonif without confusion, without buslje, 
without clashing, without embarrassments 
either at the seat of government, or in tiio 
parisli^'s, or in the army itself, I am Cully 
convincoil, that a new oflicc, consisting of 
a superintend ant of the civil and political 
concerns of the soldiers and their^parents, 
aided by a secretary and about six clerks, 
the w'hole establisluncnt costing about ten 
thousand pounds a year, would completely 
manage the business, leaving all the other 
departments connected with the ,iiriny 
precisely as they are, and ^vfthout on« 
additional object to divide* their aUention. 
If this be too much, nothing can b^too 
little ; and it were better tliiit nothing at 
all siiould be done. 

I am, &c. See. ^ 

. ^ • \Vm. CobbetY. 

j ^ 

SUMMARY OF POLl! ^CS. 

FAPEu-Mo^EY, — As the time seems to 
be appioaching, when even the most stu- 
pidly blind must, whether willingly or 
noi| open their eyes upon this subject, it 

C • 
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mi perhaps^ be sufficient for me just to up his bond ; and that it was not recon- 
notice wluii has happened to the Pa[Ster-Mo- cileable to my notions, or to any notions 
ney within the last few days, and there that 1 rould get into iny head, that any 
leave the matter. But, I cannot so far part of a mortgage could be said to b« 
master myself as to forbear from doing a redeemed, while he who had borrowed the 
little m'pre than this, upon the present oc- money was obliged to continue to pay in^ 
casioi^ especially when I recollect how ^ terest/or the whole of the sum originally hot- 
xmiCh al^u^e the pretended '' loyaSj,’’ have, * rowed. Because I ventured to express this 
at diilerent^iines, heaped upon for the my opinion, the patriotic and loyal She- 
‘'Q|tinions, which I have expressed about ridan denounced nle as a conspirator 
the paper system. These peiVionfi, these against the credit and prosperity of the 
King^s friends/’ these friends of Social country. Because I was not able to com- 
OrJ^r and our Holy Religion/’ have given prehend the profound mysteries of the 
to ^me everv appellatioii expressive of Pitt system of redemption, I was branded 

baseness and rnaliciousuess, because I have, as almost a traitor. Since that time, the 

upon so many occasions, endeavoured to system has been working on at a great 
caution people against the consequences rate. The waiywhich set out wdth almost 
of trusting to this systmu of paper-money ; a positive pledge of costing not more trian 
and, I have been iiUcfrined, that there tteen^ six millions annually now costs 
have not been wanting paper-money men about Jifty millions. I say about; for if 
openly to declare, that I ought to^ beacon- one is within ten or a dozen millions 
sidered as much the enemy of the country now-fc-days, one is as near the mark at 
as Buorfaparte, and to be treated as such, can be reasonably expected. Such is the 
It is ejarious enough, that, at the very mo- expence of the war grown to in the space 
mfintwhenlam condemned to ajjvn, fear of six years; and, what will it be, then, 
has come upon the paper-money people, before another six years have passed over 
and that, too, to such a degree as to cause our h'eads? I always said that it would go 

on increasing thus: and, for so saying 1 
was abused in the most foul and base 

manner. But, to return to the Paver 

Money, how often, when 1 have been 
endeavouring to impress upon the minds 
of my readers the necessity of guarding 
Vky holy** enemies shall have been for- betimes against its ruinous consequences; 
g<ytten, it v/ill be well known, that I wjTsthe how often, upon such occasions, have I 
lirst public writer in England who warn- been called a " libeller of tlie credit of 
ed the people against the consequences " the nation,** and tauntingly asked, whe- 
of this species of currency, and generally ther my guinea would go, in the market, 
against the whole of the paper system, for moiie meat and bread than a pound 

For the nation to do me justice in this re- %ote and^a shilling? How often has this 

sped, at! least, will not require long# It question been put to me within the last 

will not require many years. There is twelve months, by those who have at- 

this diderence betweeit sound and unsound tempted to aiisv/er niy articles under the 
doctrines, or, in other words, between head ot' ** Jacobin Guineas?” Where am 
and falshood, that time, which is sure to now those who so questioned me ? I ima- 
tlestrtiy the latter, is as sure to cause the gine that their boldness is a little dimi- 
former to^'tiSuraph in the end, and, in the nished ; if it be not, they may be pro- 
mean while, ici give it daily additional nounced absolutely incurable. Who, of 
ftrecigth. It is not many years ago, that the whole of this paper-money loving 
Mv. SHEiUitAN denounced me ip the tribe, would have asked this question at 
Great Council of the Nation,** as some Salisbury last market day ? The Morning 
of Ci*rjbcnil)astical editors call it; he de- ^ Post, of the 17lh instant, gives the fol- 
nounced me as a conspirator agaiHst • the lowing, as an extract of a letter from Sa- 
credit of tlje country/* because I |Bxpr6W»f^ lisbury of lire 15th instant.^** Salisbury, 
ed, ip plsiii) language, my decided opinion, July 15 . — The distress in this place is 
that the act of taking money out of one " extreme, it being with the greatest 
pocket and putting it into the other could culty provisions can be procured here, as 
not be productive of gain ; that the way to “ we have nothing a^jparently in circula- 
redeem a mm'tgage, be it on what it niicht,. tion but fhe paper of the place, which 
was to ixsy the amount to the lender, and fcke " no fonger eun ent. On Saturday 


some ot them already to cut their throats, 
and, in other ways, to lay violent hands 
upon tlielV carcasses, notwithstanding their 
pious devotion to ** our Holy Religion.** 
—It is well knowii,Vnd, when the names, 
nay, when the places of abode, of these 
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** night numbers of women and children were "to the air, it will setve to purify the 

** sem in a deplorable condition, from the ** trading hemisphere/’ More civet* 

** unfortunate pressure under which we at sweet Apothecary ! Purify, indeed ! I am 
" present labour. It is hoped that some sure, that this was written without thought, 
"means will be immediately taken to But, I must say, that I do not approve of 

•^remedy the evil** Remedy the evil a great ij^ublic print, like The Morning 

indeed! What means? Who can, take Chkonicle, having suppressed (lor ivjt to 
such means ? Is it the government ? That ’ publish /s, in such case, to suppress)' iMor/* 
would be making a precedent of a most mation *of. what* has been going on at 

dangerous nature aifd tendency. The Salisbury, of which no London print, that"* 

nation have been often told of the great I have* seeh, except the Morning Post, 

effect whicii the paper-money system has has taken even the sligthest notice. 

had in advancing the prosperity of the Yes, Mr. Perry, the trading hvmispliere 
country; it has been amused with glow'- may be purijfed, as you call it; that js to 
ing pictures of the vnprovements arising say, the paper-system may he propped 
from the use of this species of currency ; up ; but, in the mean-while. Sir, 1 beg 
it has been by shallow-headed men, or by you, who are a sensible, an honest, and a 
impostois, such as the pretended " Ame- humane man, to turn your eyes towards 
" RICAN,” vvho has written a book ^nder the people dn alfiu about Salisbury <ind 
the title of " A Letter on the Genius and Shaftsbury, and indeed, the wdiole of the 
" Dispositions of t lie French Government,” WesV of England. You will there see the 
and which work, in order to render the farmer, perhaps, his last sack of corn 
deception more complete, has been con- turned into .paper-money, with nol a pound 
trived to be first published in Philadcl- left wherewith to get in his harvest. In 
phia ; by such persons every good thing many, instances rents are due, and have • 
now to be found in England has been at- long been collecting togethe# in the now- 
tributed to the paper-money system, worthless papcr-mone 3 ^ The shop-keep- 
They have carefully kept out of sight ers, the public-house keepers, people in 
that increase of misery, which is most trade of every sort and size, have, in an 
clearly proved by the increase of the num- instant, in the twinkling of an eye, been 
ber ol paupers; but, in the present situa- left penny-less; absolutely without a 
tion of Salisbury we have a proof of the farthing of moneys and, what is much 
effect of the paper system, which even worse, many of them in debt, the means of 
the grossest of fools cannot misunder- discharging which, the last remaiuAig 
stand, and which no impostor can explain means, thus, in an instant, swept av^y, 
away. It was impossible to conceive never to return. In such a state of things, 
how a paper-money, a fictitious currency, every man runs at once to his books to 
could cause the grass to grow or the grain see vilio are his debtors ; every debt is in- 
to kern or the cattle to fat ; but^ here we stantly demanded, and not a soul has the 
have the plain visible fact, stated in fso means of paying. Judge you, Mr. Perry, 
many words, that this paper-money did wlwt must be the distress ; jadge you 
render it difficult to procure provisions for what the ruin, that must inevitably arise 
the people of one of the county towns of out of such a stafe of things. Away, at 
England, and that, in consequence thereof, once, goes all confidence betweenmaii and 
numbers qf women and children were seen in a man; away goes, in a short time, the 
deplorable condition. Women and chil- shame of acting, fraudulently ; as‘4n the 
dren 1 Aye, and men too, I warrant you; case of shipwreck, in the haagnitude of 
for men cannot live without eatiiig and the distress every act of unfairness and of 
drinking any more than women and chil- cruelty sinks out of sight. " Every one 

dren. The light manner in which "/or*/»i/;we//”' is the cry, an!l honesty and 

this calamity is treated by some per- compassion are effaced from the heart. 

sons is truly surprizing to me ; and, 1 Is this, Mr. Perry, " a sewsftfiaR for 

am sure, that Mr. Perry cannot nave " a week V* Is* this calculated to " /»«- 

duly reflected upon the matter, when the trading hemisphere*” -What 

says, that what has happened " must make must be the situation of ihe^a^'^urer or the 
" a sensation for a week ;** but, that " the joumeyntan, in such a state of things ? 

" slight shock which credit Ima suffei^d He can lose, you will say, perhaps, but 
" (arising, undoubtSdly, in the first in- one^ week's wages. Those who do not 
" stance, from unwise speculation) will- oeconomize cannot ; but, every labourer 
^^jjpeedily subside, and like a thiAid«r#tom and journeyman has rent to pay and/ti^/ 

C 51 * 
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to purchase, and has certain other motives 
that demand some little provision ^before- 
hand, especially if he be married and has 
an increasing family. This provision is 
made in the currency of tlie place ; and. 
Good G^jd ! how many poor and worthy 
cie atures must, by the blovvini^ away of 
“*tfrafcurrcncy , have been pluiiwcd into 
misery unspeakable ! Those, •wSo W’^ere 
"^hut one remove from pauperism, would, 
indeed, only become paupers ; that is to 
Siay,^be thrown for maintcnaKce upon 
the farmers and tradcsmcji just at the 
moment when they themselves were iialf- 
ruiiied ; but, how hard, how cruel the 
Cease of those, who, by dint of industry and 
care and (Economy were just enabled to 
keep the Wolf from ihc^Joor ; just enabled 
to ^)ay their rent* to have a* comfortable 
meal, to drofb dwccnlly, and to provide 
the nteans of fitting out their children 
for service ? Such pee|»ie must always 
have ajl'tv poimth h\j them. •Such little 
hoard .is a necessary pait of their esta- 
• blishnfent. And, thus, at oix' tell 
“ s'lvcop,'’ Ifavo all tlii.-, very hist descrip- 
tion of peisoui been rcdti. cd to the ino.'.t 
poijoianl misery, ilhfiugii the whole of 
the district, m v, l.icli tlie now-disho- 
noured paj-.a- niouiy fumed the cu*iciuy 

of the coiuVry. -.\ik 1, yd, [ have hci.ii 

abused ; i hav’e b'-c»- ; I have been 

represented an cninny to my countiy, 
ai^as tlic adveeale of Cuonapvir '^bee^iuse 
I c'autiuied that country against the ef- 
fects of this paper-money ! Tn an- 

other of the iVioiiiing Ciironlclcs, it is ob- 
served, that llmie has been a consuftation 
upon the subject oUiffovdingrdieJix'QmiXxc 
Hank in Tlr.eadnoedle iSlreei; ; but: what 
is lueanPby “ relief?’’ Is it that soft of 
thing which will enable other smaller 
banks to go on ? ’fins may be done, and, I 
suppose, will be done ; but, will thU rcline 
tjic people in Wiltshire and elsewhere, 
who Ffeld r^ot'js that are now little belter 
than waste paper ? This is the description 
of perf.ors, to whom one would wish to 
see b elief j^iven ; aivl, if the government 
cannot pve fliom relief, of wlig^t iwc? con- 
scientiously speaking, is its iiitcrfcrmice ? 
— »Ao to talking about yulkcrnt spiculc- 
tion having been the cause of this Explo- 
sion, it is .nonsense. The cause is, the* 
tvant of cotifi^^cc in the paper. Whence 
th.o /?m alartn has proceeded is of no coii- 
ficcpience at all. In proportion to the 
magnitude of the quantity of pap^r in 
circulation men will be disposed towjyds 
alarm. They will be so disposed, with- 


out being able to assign any particular 
reason for it. Every man knows that 
paper-money has no intrinsic value ; that 
a breath destroys it ; and, when once a 
comparative view of the worth of paper- 
money and real money is taken by any 
considerable portion of the community, 
nothing that the human mind can devise 
will long keep the paper afloat, unless it 
be openly pitted the cenut and a 

money price and a paper price take place. 
It is perfectly notorious that a traffic has 
long been carried on of paper for guineas, 
the latter bearing a value beyond their 
nominal .value. It is decidedly impossi- 
ble, that such a circumstance should not 
dirninisb the general confidence in th^ 
sol.dity of paper-money ; not only of this 
or 04 that description of paper- money, 
bn!: of all the paper-money current in the 
country. And, therefore, to talk of" pu- 
'' rify^ny the trading hcinisphi re,” by 
wli-ch, 1 presume, is meant, making the 
gciiLiwI coididcnce in paper-money greater 
than it v\us before, argues a great want of 

Kiflection upon the subject. The Morx- 

iN'o I’osT of the IDth instant, has a re- 
milk, which merits some notice on ac- 
count of the source, whence one may rea- 
sonably suppOvSe that it lias, either directly 
or indirectly, proceeded. It is this 
** The depredated value of country Bank- 
‘‘ paper Iras ; Iveady occasioned n reduction 
in the price of provisions of ex cry descrip^ 
tiem. The. is not onjy of higli import- 
“ aiiuMi, wl li reference to the labouring 
" clas.^cs of the community, but aflbriJs 
dcci-ivc C(»nviction, that the abolition of 
these destructive as&ignais would reinstate 
***commcrdted confidence.” Would not on« 
think, that the last part of this para- 
graph had been dropped 011 its viuiy to my 
Printer Mr. Hansard, and picked up and 
carried to the ollice of the Morning Post ? 

DeUriictive Assignats!” Why, I never 
made use of any thing so contemptuous as 
this; and, docs the editor of the Morning 
Post virry in mind, u^ho are the persons, who 
issue these “ Assignats” as he calls them ; 
and ’.vho have so long been profiting from 

^sucli issue? Letme, however, puthim 

right upon a point of doctrine here. He 
has a confused notion of the effect of the 
(juantiiy of 7 noney upon prices, and seems 
not ch-avly to understand the meaning of 

the word depreciation, When money 

*d^reciutc^f prices rise^ Ihis must be ob- 
vdous to every one; and, indeed, most 
people, njw?a-days,. know that high prices 
is, i^ion a general scale, nolhiug roora 
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than another word for depreciated currency. 
Therefore, to say that the depredation 
« of the country bank jiaper has occa- 
** sioned a reduction in the price of pro- 
** visions/' is clearly erroneous. The 
writer meant, or his oracle meant^ to say, 
that the lessening of the (fuantity, that js to 
say, the annihilation of part ol the country 
bank paper, has occasifiiicd a reduction in 
the price of provisioifs ; and, in this, he 
is, 1 dare say, nay, I know that he mu. t 

be correct. But, what dues he mean 

by what follows ? Does he mean to teli 
the public, that this circumstance will do 
the labourer any good ? Does he really 
believe, that, if provisions be lower in 
price, the wages of the labourer will not 
be lower in price too ? Does he sciiously 
intend to persuade us, that, wli< n^ the 
farmer sells his wheat for ten - shillings a 
bushid, he will give the labourer as many 
shillirms a week as he gives him ^vhen 
wheat is sold at fifLoen shillings a bushel ? 
Absurd as this is, however, it is the mean- 
ing of I he paragra[)h, or else the para- 
graph has no meaning at all. A word 

or two more, now, about these deStt ac- 
tive assignats,** The writer knows, I pre- 
sume, that there is no country moiic)^ the 
issuers of which arc not connected with 
some persons in town, Flc is aware, 1 
presume, that there is scarcely a money - 
man in Bugland, wdio is not, in some way 
or other, connected with the country 
mills. But, waiving this, for the pre- 
sent, lias it ocfurred to my ** Inarncd 
friend** (for, surely, he must be of lint 
tribe.) to reflect on the several conse- 
quences, that might be reasonably .expect- 
ed to grow out of the “ alyjliiionm of ther* 
destructive assignats ^'* as he ins the cruelty 
to call lliem ? Ila.s he < onsidered duly 
upon the means of ^ their place? 1 

have, at diflerent liine -, heard imul'Ii talk 
against the ccmnLiy banks, and t(u ir ten- 
dency to tle(:iceiate the value of money 
by increasing iis (juaniity ; but, to me it 
appears as clear as day ligln, tint the 
paper of this sort is full ;.s jK'cesaiiry to 
the kei-pmg up of the .syst m ns is the 
paper of Thread needle street. 1 ran see 
no mischievous quality in the lormer, ^ 
which does not !)elong to the latter, whili, 
on the eonirary, I eaii .see, with lespecl 
to the former, some proportion, at any 
rate, o\' rtal jjruperiy liable to the making 
of it good in case of failure, and can see • 
no real property m tBe case of the Matter. 
Be this as i-. may, however, wifat is to sup- 
ply the place of the aboiisbed aslignal^ 
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niy learned friend" have no paper 
M all tasupply its place ? And, does he, 
learned gentleman, think that guineas, 
'"Jacobin guineas/' would circulate at 
Salisbury, while not a piece of coin was to 
be seen at Winchoster ? Will he r*erif)Msly 
say, that he believes, that* if such were the 
Vase on *^onday, the Tuesday's SauiLurr- 
coachea /vopld not he broken down by tha 
weight of Jews, petting off with notes^ 
wheiewith to purchce^e up the said Gui- 
neas ? T|^is is too phiin to bt* dwelt upon 
for a moment. Well, then, he wi^udd crave 
Bank of England notes to supply iln- place 
of " these destructive assignats.** Iias*he 
reflected on the consequences of that ? Is 
he quite sure, that, every one feeling, that 
the notes of the Bank of Engl md having 
thus been so ^^‘eatly increased in (juantity ;^\s 
lie quite sure, that that feeding would not 
transfer the w^aiit of toiilideuce Ironi one 
descriptron of paper-money to the oilier.^ 
Does he thijik, imw, for muance?that, if 
all the country money were iiistaiuly de- 
stroyer] ; does he think, can he think, can 
any creature with brains in his skull be- 
lieve, for only one half minute, that, with 
their pocket-books full of dishonoured 
assiifnats,** with ruin spread all around 
them ; can he seriously hedieve, that, in 
such a stale of things, any sort of paper 
money would possess the confidence of 

the people ? For the reasons, which I 

should now^ state, if I had room, and wliicjt 
1 wdfl licroafter stale, but which wdll, p»o- 
bably, suggest thcmscives to the reader, 1 
am of Opinion, that the country money must 
he sopjfortcd, or that the whole cf the paper- 
money syHem will go to pitCts, Upcui the 
consequences of wdneli Litter event it 
would be I'.reiuaiurL to calculate, but 
whiv li consequences 1, for my part, think, 

I as 1 ahvays have tVAmghl. would not at all 
I lend to endanger the salci-y ..ud well-btdiig 
of the nation. 

llUSH-P.\FER-j\IoNr.Y. UpOIU tlll^’ 

subject I have only room to iilsc^-t the fol- 
j lowing Proclamation. — *' i’V«v« the Dublin 
\ *^ij!az(Ue Extra-jrdinuiy* — His Giacc.jithe 
“ 1.01*4 i-iicutenaut having bemi pleased to 
/^appoint John Patrick, Alexander Jaf 
‘ « iery, Kandal iVPDonald, Francis 

llicliard Liitorf, John Lindsay, John 
'rloton, Richard Darling, John Oir, 
Joseph Hone, and Ale.xAiiiler Shaw, 
E-<qr.s. to icceive the applications and 
iooU into the securities ol au li persons 
in trade as are possessed of (unds ulti- 
malely more than suflicient to onswer 
"" all demands upon them, but have ^ot 
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" the means of conrerting thosa funds 
" into money or negociable securities in 
•'time to meet the pressure of the moment, 
** and the governors and directors of the 
** bank of Ireland having agreed to ad- 
'' vancejto those gentlemen sum#, not ex- 
J^^eedjng in the*wholc 200,000/- to en- 
able them to give relief to lAaiiufac- 
turers so situated, conformably to the re- 
** •commendation made to his Grace the Ijord 
" Lieutenant by the Lords of his Majesty's 
** Pr^y Council, persons desirous^ to avail 
" themselves of such aid mi^ make their 
" aj^plicatiun to the gentlemen above- 
** named accordingly. By his Grace’s 
" command. W. W. Pole.” Some- 

thing of this sort will, I suppose, be done 
in England. The government will, in 
thii? way, cause the private traders in 
paper-money to be kept up ; and, iiujecd, 
tins does appear to he the only thipg ih.U, 
(It present^ can be done to put a st<»p to the 

general run, which is taking -place. 

This is a subject of the greatest impoil* 
• ance. • It lequirea, to keep the nation 
steady, und^r the ajjproaching circum- 
staures, all the coolness, all the retlectiun, 
all the profundity of wisdom, of which the 
human mind is capable. Any shallow 
heiui may liatch and execute expedients ; 
but, expedients will not long do; and, 
whether we are to wsVness any tiling bet- 
ter than expedients time alone can deter- 
mhie. 

• W^, COBBIOT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, * 

QOth July, 1810, 


MY OTHER WORKS, 

At tbiif time I think it right to statd to 
the Public stiinelhing rejjpccting the other 
Works, which 1 alluded to, in a cursory 
manner, in my last Number, and which 
vyorks I shall, 1 hope, now be able to push 
forwafd \v4h,increased advantage and ac- 
tivity. 

Of The Parliamentary History, the 
next^Volume^(l)eing the Seventh) will ap- 
pear in the month of October ; and,* after 
that, one \olume et'ery three months at 
farthest; and, I have no, doubt, that the 
wdiole of the work will be completed7n ilie 
course of this present year and the tw? 
folloiving yeafs. Much unexpected mat- 
ter has occurred, as I have proceeded with 
thiswrork, the labour attending which has 
been infinite, and the expence not small. 
Before the work is completed I think it is 
probable, that more than thousand vo- 


lumes will have been read and consulted, 
for the purpose of obtaining materials, er 
of insuring coirectness ; besides the sin- 
gular advantage of my having been assist- 
ed with a great number ot manuscripts, coti- 
taining most interesting and valuable mat- 
ter, ntfver yet committed to the press, in 
any shape whatever. 

The Parliamentary Debates for the 
last Session will be published on or before 
the first of September. All the numerous 
communications, which have been made 
to me, relating to that Session, will bo 
carefully attended to ; but any, which are 
yet to be made, must be received before 
the 1st of August. 

Of the Stat£ Trials I can only say, 
that the publication of the succeeding 
Voluties will be regularly continued, with- 
out any delay, until the work be com- 
pleted. The praises which have been be- 
stowed upon the execution of this w'ork, 
by many persons of eminence, 1 should 
not mention, were they not due to ano- 
ther. The Gentleman, on whom the edit- 
ing of. the State Trials has rested, has be- 
stowed upon the w'ork as great pains, cer- 
tainly, ns it is possible to bestow, and the 
success has been commensurate with the 
means used to secure it. To render this 
work complete, nay, faultless, if that be 
possible, there is no cxpence that has been 
grudged, no sort or degree of trouble 
spared. The number of Trials introduced 
into this work will exceed, by nearly one 
half, that of th,e Trials in the Old Collec- 
tion ; and some of those now added, will 
be found to be among the most interesting. 
The work will include the State Trials 
of 1relanT>. My thanks are due to all 
those, who have imparted Manuscripts 
connected with this wmrk ; and 1 take this 
opportunity of promising, that, of every 
thing of this sort, that may be communi- 
cated, the greatest care shall be taken. 
The Seventh Volume will be published on 
the 1st of September. Of the Two Hun- 
dred ^nd Seventy-One Trials or Pro- 
ceedings, of which the first seven Vo- 
lumes consist, One- Hundred and Twelve 
giever before came into any Collection. 
The following is a List of the Articles 
, contained in the Seventh Volume : 

The new Matter is marked [N.] 

£44. The .Trial of Edward Coleman, at the 

KingV Bench, for Hif^h Treason, a. d. 1678. 
245. The Trgii of William Ireland, Thomas 

Pickering, and John Grove, at the Old Bai- 
for lligh Treason, a. d. 1678. 
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946. The Trial of the Lord Cornwallis, before 
the Lords at Westminster, for the Murder of 
Robert Clerk, a. d. 1678. 

947. The Trial of Robert Green, Henry Berry, 
and Lawrence Hill, at the King*s-Bench, for 
the Murder of Sir Edmund bury Godfrey, a. 
D. 1679. 

248. The Trial of Mr. Samuel Atkinsf at tlie^ 
King*s-Bench, for being accessary to the 
Murder of Sir Kdmundhury Godfrey, a. d. 
1679. 

949. The Trial of David Lewis, a Jesuit, (pre- 
tended Bishop of LiandafT), at Monmouth 
Assizes, for High Treason, a. d. 1679. 

250. The Trial of Nathanael Reading, esq. 
for a Trespass and Misdemeanor, a. d. 1679. 

251. The Trial of Thomas Winte, alias White- 
bread, Piovincialof the Jesuits m England, 
William llarcourt, preteiukd Rector of Lon- 
don, John Fenwick, Procurator for the Je- 
suits ill England, John G avail, rdias Gaweii, 
and Anthony Turner, all Jesuits and A'lests, 
at the Old Bailey, for High Treason, a. d. 
1679. 

252. TlieTiial of Richard Langhorn,* esq. at 
the Old Bailey, for High Treason, a. d. 
1679. 

253. The Trial of Sir Geni^e Wakeman, 
hart. William Marshal, William Rumlcy, 
and James Corker, Benedictine Mrftiks, at 
the Old Bailey, for High Treason, a. ij. 
1679. 

254. The Trial of Charles Kerne, at Hereford 
Assizes, for High Tieason, being a Romish 
Priest, A. I). 1679. 

255. The Trial of Andrew Brommich, at Staf- 
ford Assizes, for liighTreason, being a Rom- 
ish Priest, A. D. 1679. 

256. The Trial of William Atkins, at Stafford 
Assizes, for High Treason, being a Romish 
Priest, A. D. 1679. 

257. The Trial of Francis J ohnsoii, a Francis- 
can, at Worcester, for High Treason, a. u, 

1679. [N.l 

258. The Trial of Thomas Knofle and .Lf!m 
Lane, at the KingVBeiich, for a Misde- 
meanor, A. D. 1679. 

259. The Trials of Lionel Anderson alias 
Munson, William Russel alias Napper, 
Charles Parris alias Parry, Henry Starkey, 
James Corker, William Marshal, and Alex- 
ander Luinsden, with the Arraignment of 
David Joseph Kemish, at the Old Bailey, for 
High Treason, being Romish PriesVii, a. d. 

1680. 

260. The Tr’al of John Tasborough and Anne 

Price, at the KingVBeiich, f»r Subornation 
of Perjury, a. d. 1680. • 

261. The Trial of Benjamin Harris, B« )k- 
scller, at Guildhall, for causing Co be printed 
and sold, a Libel, entitled “ An Appeal from 
‘‘ the Country to the City, for the Preserva- 
“ tion of his Majesty’s Person, Liberty, Pio- 

( perty, and the Protestant Rdigioo,” a*, fi. 
1680. • 

262. The Trial of Francis SnfSth. Bookseller, 
at the Guildhall of London, forpublkhing a 
Jibel, A. P. 1680. 
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263. The Trial of Jane Curtis, at GuilHliallt 
for pAhJishing the same label, a. d. 1680. 

264. Ihc Lrial of sir 1 homas (Gascoigne, bart, 
at the Kiiig's-Bench, for lligii Treason, a. d. 
1680. 

265. Tho Trial of Elizabeth Celller, at the 
King V Bench, for High Treason, a. i>. 1680. 

266. The Tiial of Roger 4*alnicr, Earl of 
Castltmiaine, in the kingdom of Ireland, 
the l/ingVBench, for Higli Treason, a. d. 
1680. 

267. The Trial of Henry Carr, or C’are, at the 
Guildliall of Lomhai, tor a Libel, a. d. JfiilO. 

268. Tlifi IViul of John Giles at the OI4» Bai- 

ley, for assaulting and attempting to Murder 
John Arnold, esq. a. d. 1680. • 

269. The Trial of Thomas 1 liwing and Mary 
Pressicks, at York Assizes, for High Treason, 
A. D. 1680. 

270. The Trial of Elizabeth Celller, at tlie 
Old Bailey, for .viiiing and publishing a Li- 
bel, A. D. mo. 

27 L» Proceedings against the Five Popish 
I^onU, viz. the Earl of Powis, Lord Visrouni 
StalFoid, Lord Petre, Lord Aruiidebof War- 
dour, and* Lord Bellasyse, for Higli Treason ; 
Together with the Trial of Lord Viscount 
Stafford, a. d. 1678—1685. [N.] 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Pet ERS15 URG. — Imperial ManifestOy res- 
peeling the Ne’>Ji} Loan, (Continued Jrom 
p. 32.; 

This property consists in lands, meadows, 
fisheries, &c. in forests of the Crown jy:id 
otlftr territorial possessions of the Crwn. 
The mass of Crown property thus detached 
shall be sold in five years. All persons, 
of fr»e slate, also foreign capitalists, may 
buy estates, &(:. undei certain conditions. 
The payments may be made by install- 
ments of 5 years each. , 

2 . Of an Estnblishipent of a CommUsion qf 
Liquidation of the State Debts, 

The proceeds of the Sale of said Estate, 
are destined for the establishnienj^ of •a 
Fund for the Liquidation of* the Debts, 
The commission shall consist of a Direc- 
tor General, and five directors. Ij re- 
ceives all the sums arising from the Sale 
of Estates, is independani of the Trea- 
sury, and applies the money to liquidate 
the I^bts. 

3. Qf the Opening the. Loan. 

To accelerate the liquidation of th« 
State debt, a loan in Bank obligation! 
shall be opened; those which are ob- 
tained by the loan shall be publicly 
burnt. Vort igners can participate in the 
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loan. — Agreeable to the plan annexed to 
the loan, its maximum shall coiti»ist of 
lOo millions of roubles in Bank nbli- 
gaiions. It shall be divided into five 
series, eaih ol twenty millions. — The in- 
ten st ol the first ser.es aiiKiUnts V> per 
ce.it.; and the Ciipital lent is repaid in 
■“ iTfiFl 7. Tne loan begins on the 1 >lJi of 
July. The coiTimis>ion of inori grimes, on 
app i. iition, g'vcs obligation"! for t!je stims 
lent, of at hast 1000 rouhh — The Im- 
perial ]\lani’e^to is of the 'i7lh,of M-.y, 
(OurSty h;), and coun'ers'giicd by Count 
Roiiran/iOW, Chancellor of the baii|;ii‘e. — 
The colonial pioducts remain at a low 
price. Vesierday the Course of Exchange 
was somewhat belter, which is to be at- 
tributed to the great purchase of Russian 
pro|lucts to freight neutral vcvcli. — fCV- 
reApondsni.j 

■ ■ ■ • 

Holland ^ — Rfporl to the KnqKroVj dated 
Pans, Jnij/ i), 1 8 1 0. * 

^ I have the honour to lay bcfore.your 
Majesty an Act of the King of Holland, 
dated the 8J in".t. by which that lUonareh 
duclar» s, that he abilh^ates the Crown in 
favour of Ins ehh st son, le.aving, aci’ordiog 
to the Cons'.ilution, tlio Regency to the 
Cliicen, ami eslablishes a (Jouiicil of Rc- 
geiu y ct iinjoscd of Ifis Ministers. — Such 
nil act, Sire, ought not to have appeared 
without a I're ■inu'i concert with ycur Ma- | 
jesty. It cMii have no iorcc witliout ycur 
apprnbalion. Ought your Majefty to 
conlirm the disposition taken by the King 
of iloilnnd? — The union of Bclgium^with 
France has destroyed the independence 
of Holland. Her system inis riecc.ssarily 
become the same with that of FraiK;e. 
She is obliged to take part in all the nia- 
ritiine wars of France, ds if she were one 
of her provinces. Since the creation of 
the arsenal of the Scheldt, and the aunex- 
afion lu Frajice of the provinces compo.s- 
ing the deparfme.nts of the mouths of the 
Rhine, and the mouths of the Scheldt, the 
comfvcrcud existence of Holland has be- 
come pifc./aii(ia"i. The merchants of«/Vnt- 
werp, Ghriit, and Middleburgh, who can, 
without, any restriction, extend their .spe- 
culations to the extremities of the Eiif|)irc, 
of wiiich tJiey form a part, necessarily*^ 
carry on the icommcrce which Holland 
transacted. Rotterdam and Dordrt'cht 
are already on the verge of luin; these 
cities having iost the commerce of the 
Rhijie, which goes direct, by ihe new 
frontier, to the ports of the Scheldt, pass- 


ing through the Blesboch. The part of 
Holland, which is still alien to the Em- 
pire, is deprived of the advantages enjoyed 
bv the part united thereto. Compelled, 
neveith<‘le>.s, to make ccinmon cau^e with 
France, Holland will have to support the 
chargi's ot tiiis ailov\.mce wilhoul reaping 
* any of its bemdits.— Holland is sunk under 
the weight of her public debt,- which 
amounts to In-lwe^ ii *85 and 90 millions, 
that is to say, a fouith more than the 
debt o4 the w'hole Empire ; and if a re- 
duction liad been pi ejected by the Go- 
vcinnieiic of the country, it would not 
have been in its pow'er to give a gu.iraii' 
tec ftu- the inviolability and permanence 
of *^nch a measure, inasmuch as llic debt, 
iffwn i\dii(ed to 'AO mdiions, woulil ..till 
be la^yoml t.ic actual means and ability of 
that country. It is estimated Ilolhnd 
pays tiiplf ilic sum that France pays. 
'Hu* prophi groan uitder liie weight of '2'A 
distinct (b.ac» ipiioii!! of contiibutions. The 
L'utch nation sinks under its coniiibutions, 
and c HI no longer p.iy them.— Nevenhe* 
less, the necc^^ary rixpences of the Go- 
vfiinnenl rctjuiie tiiat this burden should 
be augmented. The budget for the ma- 
line amounted, in 1809, to three millions 
only of florins, a sum scarcely sufllcient 
to j)ay the adminisltator.s, the ofheers, and 
seamen, and to defray the expenre of • 
the arsenals, and which has not admitted 
of the e(jui[mieiit of a single ship of war. 
To provide for the aiyiament ordeied in 
IS 10, and which is the minimum of the 
naval force luccssary for the defence 
of Holl uid, liiple that .sum would be 
requisite.* The war budget h.is «.carce- 
ly*alIorde<>a sutVicieiicv for maintaining 
the fortresses and 10 b-atialions ; and 
whilst two branches of such importance 
arc .so far iVom having what is iieces-sar}^ 
for .supporting the honour and dignity of 
indepeiuleiice, the interest of the public 
debt has ceased to he paid. It is more 
ijian a year and a half in an ear. — II, in 
such a^«taie of things, your Majesty main- 
t.i n the lecent depositions, by assigning 
to Holland a provision-al govcinnienl, you 
^ill only be prolonging her painful agony. 

If the (inverinncnt of a prince in the vi- 
gour of life has left the country in so dis- 
tressed a situation, what can be exptcied 
fiuiu a long minority r It cannot, there- 
fore, be s'rivcd but by a new order of 
ihftigs. The period of the power and 
prosperity of Holland was when it fornu d 
part of the §freatest monarchy then in 
Eurojfe. 'Hcr incorporwion with the 
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great Empire is the only stable condition 
in which Holland can henceforth repose 
from her suderings and long vicissitudes, 

and recover her ancient prosperity. 

Thus ought your Majesty to decide in 
favour of such an union, for the interest, 
nay more, for the salvation of Holhnid. 
She ought to he associated in our bless- 
ings, ns she has been associated in our 
calamities. But another interest still 
more imperiously indicates to \ our Majes- 
ty the conduct wliir h you ought to adopt. 

Holland is, in fai.t, a •'hoot from the 
French tcirltory ; it constitutes a poitinn 
of suil necesoary to cninpleie the form of 
the Eiuj'/ne. To beemne full ma-*ter of 
the Rhine, your Majesty should advance 
to the Zuyd*-i Na. i^.y this in» .ms all 
the rivers which iii’ve their sourc*^ in 
Franc*-, cir whicli \va>li til*' Froniu rs, will 
belong to vou as fu-.)s he To leave 

the uioulii'i of yevr laveis in the poS'C^sioii 
of straiiji.Ts, \von!<i, m fact, Sue, coniine 
your power to an li’-lun led »MonAi(|}\, 
inste^’.il of e'e<*tiMg an linpena! Tlir<*ne. 
To leave in ice pc.’o ev of lorcij.,nors tin* 
mouths of ine Kliiiii', 11)0 lVJeu‘c, and tin 
SclicNlt, wou'd !u* i;i.r .iioouut n> snlimn- 
tiUiT voiir laws to tlicin ; il would neiiier 
your inanuncnic s .»nd c.jrriiiierce »ie- 
pendent on ihc Povveis who should be in 
possession \>1 1 hole mouths ; it would ad- 
mit a loreipn iiifluon e m thi^l which is 
most nnpoitant to the happiness of your 
subjecis. The armcyatiou of Holland is 
still necessary to complete the system of 
the Empire, particular v since the Bri- 
tish Ordeisiii Council ol November 1807. 
Twice since shat period your Majesty has 
been obliged to . lose your Cu^oAi housed 
to the trade of llolhind, in ccnscqiience 
of whicli Hidlaiid was isolated from the 
Empire and the •Joiitiiient. Afi r the 
peace of Vienna, it was in your M.»jes- 
ty’s contemplation to auinx thl- kingdom. 
Yon W'ere induced to abandon this Idea 
from considerations that no longer exist 
You agreed widi reluclanct to the ty^aiy 
of the I ttli March, wdiich aggiavaled 
the calamities d Holland, withont inc-ei- 
ing any one virvv of your Majesty. The 
obstacle which prevf. mod it has now' di-- 
apj>e.nTd of its. If. Yoin Majeuiy owes .t 
to your Empire to take advantage of a 
Circumstan* e which so namndly leads to 
the Union. There can be none more 
favouiahle for ‘he cxjcalion ol fmir pro^ 
jtet.— Your Majesty has estahlish%i at 
Antworp a [lowerfiii arsenal. The a.ston- 
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ished Scheldt swell* with pride to behold 
'20 vesstfis of the first rate bearing your 
Majesty's flag, and protecting its shores 
that were formerly scarcely visited by 
some trading vessels. But the great dc- 
.signs of your Majesty in this rj-spect, 
cannot be fully accompl’vhed except by 
the union of Holland. It is necessary tc 
complete' so astonishing a creation. Un- 
iler youp Majei>ty's energetic Government,, 
the ensuinu: year will not terminate before, 
by culling into action tiie maritime re- 
sources of Holland, a fleet of 40 sag! of the 
line, and a great number of troops sh^il 
be assembled in the Scheldt and TexeJ, to 
dispute wiih the British Government the 
sovereignty of the sea, and repel its unjust 
<‘laims. — So that it is not the interest of 
France alone^that calls for this union*: 
it IS that of continental Eunipe, who 
applies France to repair the losbc.s of 
bor tnavinr, ond conbat, on her own 
(‘I*, meiit, the.enemy of the prosj^ifi-ity of 
l-.mojO*; wdiose industiy it has not Jieen 
aide to istitle, hut whose com iniuii cal ions 
it obstructs by its iiisf*lent ciairns, and the 
vast iiJinber oi“ its .‘'hipj oJ' wai. Finally, 
the union f>f Hul.'arid augments the empire, 
in rondenng rnnre clos(» the A’onlicrs she 
dereini-., .md in adding to the security of 
Its ai>.enals and docks. It enriches it 
by an iiulu.sirious, tltrifty and laborious 
people, wdio will add to the stock of 
public wealth, in increasing their private 
lortunes. There are no people more eS- 
timable,*or better adapted to derive bene- 
tii from the advantages wdiioli the liberal 
policy t)f your Government allords to 
industiy. France could not have made a 
mo’.c valuable accjuisition. — The annex- 
.ation of Holland to France is the neces- 
.sary consequence ofthe union of Belgium* 
It rt)inpleie.s your ^Majesty's Empire, as 
well as the execution of your system of 
w'ar, politics, and trade. It is the first, ^ 
blit a. necessary step towards, tl)^ res^ra- 
tioti of your navy, in fact; it is the bea- 
virst blow whuh your Majesty could* 
iinlict upoii Finglaiid. — As lo the yoidig 
Prince^ who is so dear to y Air Majesty, 
^he Ins already felt the effects of your 
good wdll. You have bestowed on him 
the ‘<«taiid Ducliy of Berg. He has 
thercfoic no occa.sion for any new estab- 
li.shmcnr. — 1 have the honouP to propose 
to your Majesty the pr'>ject of the foU 
’ lowing Decree. 1 am, ike.— CiiAMPAetsYj 
Duke, of C adore. 
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Extract from the Registers qf the Office of 
the Secretary of Stale, ' 

Palace ol: Rarnbouillel, July 9tli, 1810. 

We Napoleon, Emperor of the I rench, 
King of Italy, Protector of the Confedera- 
tion of the Uhine, Mediator oV the Swiss 
--.Confederation, &c. have decreed, and 
hereby decree, as follow : — ^ 

Title I. 

Art. ]. Holland is united to France. 

J2. The City of Amsterdam shall be the 
third City of the Empire.^ 

.3. Holland shall have *six Senators, six 
Deputies to the Council of State, twenty- 
five Deputies to the legislative Eody, and 
two Jutiges in the Court of Cassation. 

4. The oihcers by sea and land, of 
whatever rank, shall be «coniirmed in 
their employments. Commissions shall 
be delivt‘ic(l to them signed ^with our 
hand. The Royal t^uard shall be united 
to our Imperial Guard. « 

TireE If. — Of the Administration for 1810. 

3. The puke of Placentia, Arch Trca- 
furer of the Empire, shall repair to Am- 
sterdam in the capacity of our Lieutenant 
Gcnerul. He shall preside in the Council 
of Ministers, and atw-nd to the dispatch 
of business, llis functions shall cease the 
1st of January ISl L the period when the 
French Administration shall commence. 

6. All the Public Functionaries, of 

irhatever rank, arc confirmed in« their 
employments. , 

Title HI. — Of the Finances. 

7. The present contributions slftill con- 
tinue to be levied until the 1st of January, 
1811, at which period the country shall 
be eased of that burden, and the imposts 
put on the same footing as for the rest of 
the Empire. 

8. The budget of receipts and disburse- 
^ ments, shall be submitted to our appro- 
bation bgfoye the 1st of August next. 

Only one-third of the present amount 
••of interest upon the public debt shall be 
o^ried to the account of expenditure for 
1810. 

The ‘nterest of the debt for 1808 and^ 
ISOOfiiot yei paid, shall be reduced to 
one-third, and charged* on the biiUget of 
1810 . . 

9. The Ctistom-houses on the frontier, 
other than those of France, shall be or- 
ganized under the superintendance of our* 
Director-General of the Custom -l\ouses. 
The Dutch custom-houses shall be incor- 
porated therewith. 


The line of custom-houses, now on the 
French frontier, shall be kept up until 
the 1st January, 181 1, when it shall be 
removed, and the communication of Hol- 
land with the empire become free. 

10. The colonial produce, actually in 
lloUand, shall remain in the hands of the 
owners, upon paying a duty of 30 per 
cent, ad valorem. A declaration of the 
amount shall be lAade before the 1st ol 
September at farthest. 

The said merchandize, upon payment 
of the duties, may be imported into 
France, and circulated through the whole 
extent of the empire. 

Title IV. 

11. There* shall he at Amsterdam a 
special Adminisliation, presided over by 
on^ of ogr Counsel lois of State, which 
shall have, the supt riiiteiulance of, ami the 
necessary funds to provide for llie repairs 
of ifii. dykes', polders, and oilier public 
works. 

Title V. 

12. Ill llie course of the present month, 

there shall be nominated by the Legis- 
lative Jiody of Holland, a Commission of 
13 Members, to proceed lo Paris, in order 
to constitute a Council, whose business 
shall be to regulate definitively all that 
relates to the |)iiblic and local debts, and 
to conciliate tbe prineijilrs of the union 
with the localities and interests of the 
country. ^ 

13. Our Ministers are charged with the 
execution of tlie present decree. 

(Signed) Napoleon. 

• Ry the Emperor, 

•(Signed J H. R. Duke of Bassano. 

The Minister Secretary of State. 


Spain. — Froucli Official Relation <f the Siege 
of Ciudad Rodngo. 

On the night between the 13th and 
1 6th, the trenches w'ere opened before 
Ciuc^d Rodrigo. The enemy being de- 
ceived by a double false attack, one made 
on the left, the other on the right of the 
Agueda, we suffered less loss by their fire 
than we had reason to expect. Before 
day-break the parallel w'as open to the 
extent of 1,000 yards; it was four feet 
wide and three feet deep. Its right was 
little more than GOO yards from the for- 
tress, and its left not above 200. When 
the dSy broke the enemy found out their 
mistake, ahd kept up a heavy fire until 
teiifo’clock. We had 10 men killed, and 



8S] JULY 21, 1810. 

70 wounded.— The day of the 16th and 
the following night, were employed in 
widening the parallel and its communica- 
tions. The work was considerably im- 
peded by the water. — From the 17th to 
the 18th the parallel was widened to ten 
feet throughout its whole extent. The 
parapets were commenced and completed 
at several points. Channels were dug to 
carry off the water. The communication 
by the right was made perfectly dry, but 
that on the left is very moist, as well as at 
the right end of the parallel.— On the 
I7lh, the enemy made some sorties and 
endeavoured to turn our left, which com- 
pelled us to extend the parallel ; m the 
course of the night it was lengthened 120 
yards. — From the 18th to the I9ih, we 
were employed in widening and deepen- 
ing the continuation of the left of the 
parallel, for the purpose of getting under 
shelter from the fire of the suburbs.— ^’hc 
vi’hole of the communication^) and all that 
partof the parallel contained between them, 
iverc widened ten feet at the bottom, and 
^ the parapets finished. That part of^thc 
parallel between the Bishop’s house and the 
extremity of the right, was abandoned on 
account of the water : it will be completed 
to-morrow night. Tims the first parallel 
Trtay be considered as finished. —The 
enemy threw a gicat many shells, but 
without doing us any injury. — Our artil- 
lery arrives slowly; the roads are very 
bad. — From the 19tb to the 20tli : The 
parallel was completed throughout its 
whole length. A partof itio the right, of 
about 00 yards long, has not the parapets 
yet finished. The communication'on the 
left is entirely completed. The tarth f^lf 
in some places on the right ; but it was 
throw n up again. — The batteries arc con- 
structing. — All the 1 6-pounders and 12- 
inch mortars are arrived in the park. — Wc 
had 24 men killed and wounded, among 
whom is an officer of the 5()tli regiment. 
From the 20th to the 21st ; In the course 
of the night w'e began the second parallel 
by two approaches ; one of the length of 
224 yards, ♦ he other of 1 60, These ap- 
proaches bring us 140 paces nearer the 
fort.— The enemy kept up a very brisk fire, 
particularly with musketry. We had 1.5 
men, and one officer wounded. — ^'Fhe 24 
pounders arrived on the 21st, so that all 
the artillery is now in the park. — The soil 
upon which many of ^he batteries are con- 
structing, presents difficulties which will 
retard the w’ork a little. The*rc will not, 
however, be much time lost, because s(^ all 
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the gun^ cannot be brought to the bat- 
teries the same night they will be accord- 
ing as the platforms are finished. 

To his serene Highness the Prince of H'agram 
and Nesjfchatel, Vice- Constable, Major- 
General. 

t 

"Sir; — I arrived at Caridad [Ciudad] 
on the evening of the 24tli ; yesterday, 
the 25th, at four in the morning, I ordered, 
the file to be commenced against the fort 
with 46 gUMs ; it appears that the garrison 
did not expect^ it so soon. ThttV wero 
very much disconcerted for the first fe,w 
hours, and only returned it feebli . Soon 
after they began to tire with a great 
deal of activity. The fortifications were 
damaged, the parapet and embrasures 
were much injured, and several guns dia^ 
mounted. The fire broke out several 
times, aivl in various parts of the town ; 
one of the magazines exploded with a 
tremendous noise. I'hat part of the wall 
to the cast, which it adjoined, was damaged. 
The same accident befell us. Two small 
depots also took fire, and occasioned us 
the loss of some men. Our loss in the 
whole amounts to two officer.^ and ten 
men killed, one officer and 4 1 wounded. 
It might have been move, considering 
how near the batteries ivere, an(f the 
pebbly nature of ihc^ soil. That of the 
enemy, confined within stone ramparts 
and encumbered with inhabitants, must 
have been much greater. Our shar^- 
shooterst posted almost above the glacia, 
embarrassed much' the caniioniers of the 
garrisoh, of whom they killed a great 
many. The enemy remained in posses- 
sion of a part of the convent of the Holy 
Cross, from which they enfiladed our ap- 
proaches on the left. They were driven 
from it in the night, and the whole con- 
vent is occupied by us. Our approaches 
are proceeding. — 1 have driven the Eng-^ 
lisb beyond the Arava. IMy.catvalry ar» 
on the right bank of that streamlet, with 
some artillery and a few battalions of light 
infantry. The English army still oc^- 
pies life same positions at I'Tspeja, Villa 
Formosa, and Gallegos. A deserter came 
ill yesterday, who states that Lord Wel- 
lingtoif was in this last village. — Accept, 
Sir, a fresh assurance of the refipecrful de- 
votedness, with which I hav6 the honour 
to be,— Your Highness’s most humble and 
obedient servant. The Marshal Prin< o of 
Esslvjw^ Commander in Chief of the Army 

in Portugal. Massena.’* 
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Spain. — Manifest of the Supreme ifunta of 
Cumana, dated April os, 1810. 

The Supreme Junta of Government 
established in this capita!, in the name 
of his Majesty Ferdinand tlie^ Seventh 
(whom God praserve,) to its inhahitauls 
'Smd to those of the Provinces of New An-* 
dalusia and New Barcelona. — People of 
(!umana ! — Peof)le ofBarcelona ! — Inhabi- 
tants who dwell on tlic soil of these pro- 
vinces »>f New Andaluda, and JNew Bji- 
celona ;• Joyal and beIove<l cotintryinen, 
listen and j^ive car to th*c reasons and 
causes from which has originated the form 
of govciniiicnt recently instituted — listen 
and att<‘nd to them, that if by chance 
there should lie among you any who, 
doubting of the existence serious 

circumstances, disappiove without suliici- 
ent reflection of the plan, or too 

much timidity think it impracticable, or 
from wflut of inlbirnation sui^pose the n.- 
specti^ble members wliocompose it notpj o- 
perly aullioriscd ; you may now cpme to 
the knowledge of facts of which the vviiole 
universe is and has been wiiness ; remain 
quiet in the hope, that harmony, uiiani- 
mity, and all the social virtues being com- 
bined in the appointmeiils which fonii the 
basis ♦of the edifice of our common se- 
curity, we shall reiakjr our names immor- 
tal, and hand down to our posterity the 
enjoyment of peace and future felicity. — 
Yftu must have heard, since our beloved 
Sovereign Don Ftrdinand the Seventh, 
was proclaimed King, tin! slate of confu- 
ision witii which Spain has bci nf over- 
whelmed for want of its lawful lioad ; you 
must also nave heard of the ruin and de- 
struction caused to its inliahitaiUs by tlic 
criminal atid pci hd ions (hxloy, in intelli- 
gence vvitbthc lMur»er6r of the French, as- 
sisted by some ol' iis own unnatural chil- 
dren, who, secoml'.ng ihc ^ie^vs ef lint fe- 
*'Oci<<MS did not stop to sac rilicc 

their country by every means in their 
l^ower* and fmally, you are not ignorint 
ih*. the Ontral .Imila of Go^ erim.enl of 
the Kinn’doTn of Spain, enMtcd the 
name of our Sovereign liord, Ferdinand 
the Soven^h, lue^ dissolved itself in coiee- 


constituting a Government to preserve 
themselves^ from the disorders attendant 
on auarcliy, and the invasion of the 
Tyrant; and, finally, some of them have 
established legal Congresses, by means of 
the authority, which, though vested by 
the i^eople in their Kings, have ncvevlhc^ 
less, preserved in their Cabildos a simi- 
lar authority, which might be brought 
into a«!tioii in all cases of emergency, and 
more especially in such a crisis as the pre- 
sent. — i)iie of the first which has signal- 
i;ied itself on this occasion is the capital 
of Venezuela (Caracas ;) which, well aware 
of the melancholy situation of aflairs in 
Spain, and extinction of its authority, de- 
termined, at oivce, on the wisest and pio- 
pcri measures to he adopted, by con- 
vokyig the Notables of the district, and 
electing, by suflraL’,e, a ceitain number 
from the whole, to fm m a Supreme Junta, 
and Uy suspending from their respective of- 
fices ail iliosc who held the principal em- 
ployments under Government; either he- 
cauMi the auliorily nndcrvvhich they were 
consthiiteil having ceased to exist, or he- 
caust! their opinions, being opposed to those 
v/Iii( h we cheriftli, they were con>idcred 
lioslilc to the present order of things.— 
Thi.s change has not been made by a tu- 
multuous mob, but by a wise, 'prudent, 
and delihi rate convocation. Do not ima- 
gine that although the principal authori- 
ties have been deposed, others have not 
been appointed to fiinheir places ! — No ! 
the (iiovernmcnt has been changed as to 
individuals, hut I he legltimale authorities 
have been rc-e.-slablislieil, and acknow- 
h dged wi their succes.sors. — This impor- 
tant aiul«urgvut determination has been 
eoirnmmieated by the wise .hmta of Ca- 
I rae;is, to the illustrious Cahihlo of this 
! city (and not to the iormer Governor, 
I Celonel Don Iiusehio Esendero, who has 
! hteii dej oud,) and enjoining the iitces- 
j illy ofcen.^pimig all to the same end, by 
j C(Mh' \ ing Log-Other, to work for the com- 
; m<M «^ause. 

! d’he Caluhlo, no less jinulent than pe- 
1 neirated by t!ie natural impulsion which 
j^aciuaUal the minds of those faithful peo- 
pd:-, imuKdiatcdv assembled to decide on 


quence of the irruptions ’of the enemy, or what w as expeilient to be done. In tollow- 
what is vet mure ceiiain, by tlie imfortu- iis'i: so laudable an example; and having 
nale cormpt^m and venality inherent to met in cungregatioii, in the Town-hall, 
the anterior despotic (iovermnent. In all the inilividiials who compose it, and 
this state of tilings, not being possi- ".u^any of the principal inliahitants of the 
ble. to preserve the country without a city, they theie celeBrated a solemn act. 
Chief to govern it, the provinces of Ame- by wiiicli the follov\ing persons were 
riCfi begin to reflect on the best mode of elcc^d to govern the province, by the 
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unanimous suffrage of the voles of the 
whole Cabildo and a great part of Lire 
inhabitants. 

Pp ESI DENT, Don Francisco Xavier 
Mayz, Alcalde of first election. 

Vice President, Don Francisco Yllas, 
Alcalde of second election. • 

Members PIlectors. — Don Joseph Ra- 
mierez, D. Geroniino Martinez, D. Fran- 
cisco Sanchez, D. Jose Jesus Alcala, D 
Manuel Millan, D. Domingo IVTayz, D. 
Jose Santos, Doctor D. Mariano Cova, 
lor the people; Licentiate Don Andre 
Callejon, for the Clerg}- ; Captain Jose 
I'lores, for the military; D. Juan Bermu- 
dez, for the planters; D. Juan Manuel 
Texada, for the merchants; D. Pedro 
jMexias for the people of colour ; Doctor 
1). Juan Marlincz, assessor; D, Diggo 
Vallenilla, secretary. 

In cnnsoquence whereof, this body 
corporate has a.‘>sumed all the facidtic.s 
and olhces which were vested in and ad- 
ministered by the Colonel Don Eusebio 
l^scudero, to whom, nevertheless, gra- 
titude and respect will always bo mani- 
fested, as well for his laiulablc conduct, 
as for the spontaneous resignation he im- 
mediately made of his apjioinlmcnt. — You 
have now heard c(aiciscly the motives 
upon which this change in tin: govern- 
ment has been founded ; nor can you be 
ignorant that the Cabiblos arc vested with 
faculties to take n])on themselves the 
reins of government yi such critical cir- 
cumstances, and to adopt legal menns 
for the appointment of persons, through 
whom the public may both represent 
their opinions, and be acquabited with the 
resolutions of government ; and* finally/ 
you have now a national authority with 
which you may unite in brotl^erly love 
to aid and assist one another reciprocally. 
— Wc may now exclaim that we are no 
longer apprelu'nsivc of seeing our city 
destroyed, by being dlvitf d against it- 
self. We have now the siui ^’action to see 
that we bear a share in ]>ioLrio:ing«thc 
welfare of our country, wliich, hitherto, 
we were always deprived of, as an exclu- 
sive privilege of foreigners; we, there- 
fore hope that reciprocal hurmony will, 
henceforward prevail, and that you win 
acknowdedge the Representative Autho- 
rity, lernporaril}^ establi bed as your pro- 
tectors. By w’aiting patiently the result 
which must ensue, f^^oni prccaiftioiis so" 
wise, you and your children wiTl be 
happy. You will be convince!! more by 
future experience than by any promises 
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we may present make of the utility of 
the. junta ; of the mildiK'ss with which it 
will act, and which will always be inse- 
parable from their mode of government; 
and of their exeitions and vigilance to 
promote- the happiness of the inhabitants 
Vf the district under their •command. — D*> 
not disapprove or censure, prematurely, 
the resolutions of the Junta, because, at 
first sight, you may condemn them, or* 
because you do not comprehend their 
views; you- may hear individuals dcscribo 
or propose jilans which may appear pre- 
fcralilc, but do not believe that such plans 
WM'idd have been disregarded Iiad they 
been found advanlagtions. Beware of cri- 
ticising the individual merits and talents 
of the members who have been elected : 
w'o will assist Tjach other in carrying the 
burthqp, observing the precepts of Jesus 
Christ, Iw exercising the duties of so- 
ciety which Proviih nce has been pleased 
to confide to us, and that every man be 
retvardcU according to hi:.> merits. And, 
the better to confirm that union and tran- 
ipiillity, so essential to the mairttcnance of 
peace and iiarmony, wa recoimuend and 
enjoin that the Judges and Justices, as 
well Ecclesiastical as JSeculur, and the 
men of property under our government, 
do unite wiili ns in patriotic zeal, to* aid 
and assist, wnih thed* best endeavours, 
vigilance and loyalty, tluj accomplish- 
ment of our good intentions, by scndinij 
an inuividual from every Cabildo, town 
or corporation, as a deputy, to remain ai 
tlic scat of (Tovernment ; with such in- 
siructiofts as may be thought conducive 
to the eml proposed. And we hereby 
declare, that our pretensions are no oilier 
than tin; jiivserv.ifion of the thibne of 
I’rrdiiiand VII. the .safety of the country, 
the tiiiiinpli of religion, union with our 
iuMg!il)ours, and ilestruction of tyraini)^.-— 
P>y co%'!nar.J of the Supreme Junta of 
Covmnmeni, Dn oo de VALLriNiJLLA, See.. 

Cumana, April '/S, 1810. * 

AMErrc^i. — Cotrapondaicc hctxvmithc Mar^ 
yuis IVtUcslcy and Mr. Pinckney, and be* 

^ ticecn Cciurol Armstrong and Mr. Sc * ' 
crelduy Smith. 

Gen. Armstrong to Mr. Pinckney, 

A letter from Mr. Secretary Smith, of 
the Ist of December last, made it my duty 
*to inquiie of his Excellency the Duke 
Cddore, what were tlie conditions on 
which his Majesty the Emperor wcnild 
annul his decree, commonly called the 



Ml 

Berlin Decree ; tnd whether, ^if Great 
Britain revoked her blockades of a date 
anterior to that decree, his Majesty would 
consent to revoke the said decree ? To 
these questions I have this day received 
the following answer, w'hich | hasten to 
convey to you by a special Messenger. ^ 

Answer. 

, The only condition required for the re- 
vocation by his Majesty the Emperor, of 
the decree of Berlin, will be .a previous 
r^ocation by the British Government of 
h^r blockades of France, or part of France 
(such as that from the Elbe to Brest, &c.) 
of a date anterior to the aforesaid decree. 
— I have the honour to be, with very high 
respect, &.C. 

, (Signed) John ^Armstrong. 

(Copy.) ^ . 

Great Cumherland-plcc€t Feb. IJ, ISIO. 

My* Lord — In pursuance; of the inli- 
malion which I had the honour to give 
to your lordship a few days agq, I beg 
to trouble vyour lordship with an inquiry 
ivhetiier any, and if any, what blockades 
of France, instituted b}^ Great Britain dur- 
ing the present war, before the 1st day of 
January, 1807, are understood by his Ma- 
jesty's government to be in force. I am 
not able at present to specify more than 
one of the blockades to which this inquiry 
applies; nanuly, that from the Elbe to 
Brest, dec fared in May 1 80d,and aftef wards 
limited and inodiiied ; but 1 shalUbe much 
obliged to your lordship for precise in- 
formation as to the whole. * 

The Most Noble the WxM. Pinkney. 
Marquis Wdiestey, ^c. 

i 

Foreign Office, March 2. 

Sir — I have the hdiiour to acknowledge 
the receipt of y<>ur Note of the I5tli ult. 
whether any, and if an)^, what blockades 
* offFiaiu:e, instituted by Great Britain 
during the'present W'ar, before the Isi day 
of January, 1807, are understood by his 
^Mujes^y’s Government to be in fo«ce ? I 
nave now* the honour to acquagit yon, 
that the coast, rivers, and ports, from the 
Kiver Elbe to Brest, both inclusive, were 
iiotiBed to be under the restrlGK.ioiis of 
blockade, with ceii;\in inodiHoaiions, on 
the Idtb May, 18()(>; and that these 
restrictions were afti'i w.irds roinpreiieiided 
in the Order of Council of the 7ih of 
January, 1807, which Order is still in 
for.c. (Signed) Wellesley. 

Wiitiam IHnkn^, Esq. 


(Copy.) 

Great Cumberland-place, March 7, 1810. 
My Lord— I have had the honour to re- 
ceive your Lordship's Answer, of the 2d 
instant to my letter, of the 15th of last 
month, concerning the blockadesof France, 
instftuted by Great Britain during the 
present war, before the 1st day of January, 
1807- I infer frorp that answer that the 
blockade notified by Great Britain in 
May, 1806, from the Elbe to Brest, is for 
itself in force, and that the restrictions, 
which it established, rest altogether, so 
far as such restrictions exist at this time, 
upon an Order or Orders in Council issued 
since the 1st day of January, 1 807. I infer 
also either that no other blockade of Vrance 
was instituted by Great Britain during 
th# period abuve-inciitioncd, or that, if 
any other was instituted during that 
period, it is not now in force. May 1 
beg^ your Lordship to do me the honour 
to inform me whether those inferences 
are correct, and if, incorrect, in w'hat re- 
spects they are so. 

• (Signed) Wm. Pinkney, , 

The Most Noble the Marquis 
Welltsky, &fc. 

Foreign Office, March ^JG, I S 10. 

Sir — I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 7th 
instant requesting a further explanation 
of my letter of the 2d, concerning the 
blockades of France instil uted by Great 
Britain during the* present war, before 
the 1st of January, 1807. — The blockade, 
notified by Great Britain in May, 
1806,, has never been formally with- 
» drawn > it cannot therefore be accurately 
stated that the restrictions which it esta- 
blished, rest altogether on the Order of 
Council of the 7 th of January, 1807 ; 
they are comprehended under the more 
extensive restrictions of that Order. No 
other blockade of the ports of France was 
uTstituled by Gieat Britain between the 
1 6th of May, 1 806, and the 7th of January, 
IsdV, excepting the blockade of Venice, 
instituted on the 27th of July, 1806, 
w'hich is still in force.-.— 1 beg you to ac- 
cept the assurances of high consideration, 
with which 1 have the honour to be. Sir, 
your most obedient liumble Servant, 

(Signed) Wellesley. 

^yUliam Ppibicu, Esq., fyc. 6fc. 

Kxtrnct'of o Letter ^rom General Armtror^ 
to Mr. S/^iuli, dated Paris, April 4, 1810. 

^^ftcr seven weeks detention in England, 
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the John Adams has at length got back to 
France. She arrived in the roads of 
Havre on the '28th ult. 

I informed Mr. Champagny first, that 
Mr, Pinkney had not been able to send 
by this conveyance the result of his appli- 
cation to the British Government concern- 
ing the blockades of Fiance prior to the 
Berlin Decree ; but that he hoped to be 
able to send it in a fev^ days by another 
conveyance ; and second, that if he (Mr. 
Champagny) had any thing to communi- 
cate which would have the eliect of chang- 
ing the present relations of the two coun- 
tries, and wliich he wished to be early 
known to the Government of the United 
States, he wmold do well to let me know 
it within 24- hours, as the Messengers 
would leave Paris within that time. Jfo 
this Message I received from him the fol- 
lowing answer : That “ for many days 
past nothing in the nature of busincss*aiul 
unconnected with the marriage of the Em- 
peror could be transacted; and that for 
some days to come the same cause of delay 
would continue to operate; that my letters 
• were still before the Emperor, and that he 
would seize the first moment to get some 
decision in relation to them/' Tims you 
sec every thing is yet in air. 

Extract qf a Letter from General Armstrong 
to Mr, Smith, dated Paris, April! th, 1810. 

The Emperor left Paris two days ago 
for St. Cloud, whence he goes to Com- 
peigne, where he will remain till Easter, 
it is not probable that I shall have an an- 
swer to my propositions till he returns to 
Paris. The day before he sot out he gave 
vie a ship to carry myself and family to» 
the United States, 'fhe Minister recom- 
mended that I should not pin myself down 
to a day as to departure, as circumstances 
might make it proper for me to stay some 
what longer than I now intended. The 
treaty between France and Holland was 
ratified the 30th Marsh, and will be pub- 
lished this day in Holland. I am assured 
that it contains the following article : — 

*'All the merchandize conveyed into 
the ports of Holland on board American 
vessels since the first day of January, 
1800, shall be put under sequestratio.i, 
subject to the disposition of France, accord- 
ing to circumstances, and the political re- 
lations with the United States." 

You will see by the copy encloRcd of a' 
decree of the King ofl^aples, that iJe has 
put his gains beyond the reacU of Nego- 
eiatioii. The ports of Prussia are opei^ to 


our comiperce. Avoid both Prussia and 
Denmark till you have other assurances. 

Paris, April 16, IS 10.— Sir, the John 
Adams being yet detained, I am able to 
inform you^ that on the 1 1 th instant the 
Emperor directed the sale*of all the^Ame- 
i^can vessels taken in the ports of Spain, 
and that the money arising therefrom 
should be placed in his caisse privet.. 
He has also refused to give up the Hero, 
and has ordered that the case be brought 
before the Council of Prizes, wh^re con- 
demnation necessarily awaits it. I send 
a copy of a note upon which this last 
order was taken, and another relating 
to our business at Naples ; and am. Sir, 
with very high consideration, your most 
obedient, and v^vy humble servant, , 
lion. R, Smithy John Armstron«« 

Mr, Pinckney to the Hon. R. Smith. 

, London, Feb. 19, 1810. 

Sir; I received, on the 12th insfc. by 
Mr. Po^vell, whom I had sent some time 
before to France, a letter from General 
Armstrong, of which a copy is inclosed 5 
and keeping in view the instructions con- 
tained in your letter to me of the 11th of 
November last, I have written to Lord 
Wellesley, to inquire whether any, and 
if any, what blockade^of France instituted 
by Great Britain during the present 
w^ar, before the 1st of January, 1807, are 
understood here to be in force. A copy 
of my letter to Lord Wellesley is inclosed. 
—It is improbable that this official in- 
quiry v/ill produce a declaration in an- 
swer to it, that none of those blockades 
are in force ; and 1 should presume that 
such a declaration will be received in 
FVance as substantially satisfying the 
condition announced to me by General 
Armstrong.— I am not aw^arc that this 
subject could have been brought before 
the British Government in any .other farm 
than that which I have rhosen. It would 
not, 1 think, have been proper to ap- 
ply for a revocation of the blockades 'fit 
question (at least before it *lvas ascer- 
tained that they are in existence) or to 
have professed in my letter to Lord Wel- 
lesley, to found, upon General Arm- 
strong's communications, my inquiry as 
to their actual state. I however, 

supposed it to be indispensable (and have 
'acted accordingly) that I should explain to 
Lord Wellesley in conversation, the pro- 
bability afforded by General Armstrong's 
letter, that a declaration by this Govern- 
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inent to the effect aboye-mentioned, that plate to be sold there. — The Mipis» 
would be followed by the reca I oV the ller- te** Plcuipoteiitiary oflWs lo his Excel* 
linDecree.— I cannot perhaps expect tore- lency the assurances of his high consider* 
ceive from Lord Wellesley an answer to aiioii, (Signed) John Aumstuonc, 

my letter in time to send a copy by the ArmHrm^ to Mr. Smith. 

John^Adams^ now in the Df'twns, or at 

Portsmouth ; hut I will send it by an . Paris, IS/A Feb, 1810. 


my wuer m time to sena a co[) y oy me ArmHrmp; to Mr. Smith. 

John^Adams^ now in the Df'twns, or at 

Portsmouth; hut I will send it by an , Paris, \ *^th Feb, 1810. 

early opportunity# and will t:ikc car*, ibar Sir,— 1 wrote a few lines to you yester- 
General Armstrong shall l)c nuule ac- d iy announcing the receipt and trans- 
. i^udinted with it W'ithout di l-'y. I nave inn-sisui ol a copy o/ the i.)uke of Cadore’s 
the honour to be, &c. Wm. Pinckni-.y. note mine ofihe 14-rh inst. After much 
P. S. March 23.— Since the wiitin*< of serious reflection I have thought it best to 
tfiis letter, Lord Wei csley has scut me forbear all notice at present of the errors 
t^ie answer (of the 2J inst.) of which a asw^cll of fhet as of argument, which may 
copy is now inclosed. It was not satis- he found in the intrnducfoiy part of that 


factory, and 1 pointed out its deficiencies 
to Lord Wellesley in conversatiorr, ami 
proposed to him that I should vivite him 
iinother letter, retpu sling explanations 
He assented to this course, and 1 liave 
written him the letter of the Tnxiant, 
of w'hich also a copy is iiiclo cd. Ili.s re- 
ply Ifas been promised fi^c.pjcnlly, bit 


note: to take the Minister at his word : 
lo enter at once upon the proposed m^go- 
cialloii, and, lor this purpo.se, to oflcr 
him a project for renewing the convention 
of Tyoo. — Th>s mode will have the advan- 
tage of trying the sincciity of the over- 
ture^ made hy him,* unci perhaps of draw- 
ing from him the precise terms on which 


has.not yet been received. 1 have reason his mazier will accommodate. If these be 
to expect that it will be snlTici^iit, hut 1 such as we ought to accept, we shall have 
cannot thwik of detaining the corvette any a Treaty, in which neither our right.s nor 
longer. The British packet will furni.sli ourViongs will be forgotten ; ifothcrwisc, * 
me with an opportunity of forwarding it there vm 11 he enough both of time and 
to you, and I will .send Mr. Lee with it to occasion to do police to their policy and 
Paris by way of Mo.Iaix. our own, by a free examination ol Vaeh. 


Wm. Pinckney. — i have the honour to he. Sir, with very 
The Hon. R, Smith, ^c. great respect, your most obedient and 

„ 1 4 \ery humbie scri ant. 

Copy of a letter, from On, A , ^ (sign.d) John Armstbong. 


. the DVKe oj Ciulore, duUd i'ariif, S'!.?, jivn. UoUrt .Smith, 
of February, 1810 . • 

rTM A/i- • . Ill ■ , * 1*41 Exiriict of a l.ettn' to the Same from the 

Ihe M.nist<T 1 k.ni!)ot«»t.ary ol <hf 

United States lias the honour to i^ibinit t<i 

his Excellency the Duke of Cadore tlic I Inv^c at length received a verbal mes- 
copy of a letter this ins ant received from isage in answer to luy noU* of the 21st ult. 
Bayonne, and begs from him an explana- It v/..s IVoni the Minister of Foieign Ri'la- 
lion of the circumstances mentioned in it. lums uiul m the loliowing wouls : — "His 


Extract of a Lettn' to the Same from the 
Same, \()th IMaich, 

I hjv^c at length received a verbal mes- 


Bayonne, and begs from him an explana- It v/..s IVoni the Minister of Foieign Ri'la- 
lion of the cireumslaiiccs mentioned in it. lions uiul m the loliowing wouls : — "His 
" The Ministerial dispatch, under date Majes'y has dneimined to sell the Ame- 
.of the 5th instant, is ai rived at iSt. Sebas- nc-in proj:erty seized in Spain, but the 


^ ,tian, bearing an onler tor the immedi.iie m* ney arising ♦herefrom shall remain in 
transportation in small vessels, of all the depot.'' Toi.s me sage has given occasion 
flcquestered Ann rican cargoes, to Bi>- lo a letter liom i,ie marked No. 22, 
^onne, to he placed in the Custom-lu.use 

^^cre. This news is public at St. S< b is- (Vo. 22.; Pay XOth March, \ 

tian’s; bift what is not so as yet, is, ilial ,Si:{— I Inol yc'.teiday the hoi 

the same ordtM- says — ist. That these car- re.ce.ving a verbal message frnn 


(Vo. 22.; Payi<>, \Ollt March, 1810. 
^iI:{ — I Inid yc'.teiday the honour of 
re.ee, ving a verbal message from your 


^oes are tube sent to Bayonne, whether Exeellcmyt ■'^taring that " his Maje.sty 
the commodiiies of which they :»fr- torn- had dcciihtl, iliat the American property 
posed may have come fr on Engli>h com- .-eiz*. d in lltc ports of Spain .‘'hould be .sold, 
Hie rce or from the produce of ihe.seilof tmt iha< tin' money or. sing therefruiu 


the United Slates. — 2ndly, That they 
.should be sent to the Custom houses erf* 


sliGuld retiuin in depot.'' 

« (To be coniittucd.) 
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We want our money on the nail ; 

Tlie Banker *s ruiiiM if he pays ; 
They seem to act an ancient tale ; * 

The birds are met to strip the jays. 


Concciw the works of inidnighni!^g» 
Tormenting fools belli rid^their hacks* 
Thus Bankers o’er their bills and bags 
Sit squeezing images of wax. 


Riches, the wise.st monarch sings, 

Make pinions foi themselves to By : 
They fly like hats, on paichmeiit wings. 
And geese their silver pluirics supply. 

97 ] 


Conceive the whole enchantment broke 5 
The witches leflt in open air, • 

With power no more than other folk. 

Exposed with all their magic ware. 

Swift, 




SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Paper Monev. Iti my last Number, 

at page 71, 1 laid the ground for s^me 
further observations upon this- important 
subject ; but, before I enter on those ob- 
servations, it seems necessary to g^ve a 
little sketch of the facts of what has now 

happened to the paper-money system. 

About three or four weeks ago, a banker 
in London stopped payment, that is to 
say, he refused to pay (from want of* the 
means, I suppose) those persons, who had 
been fools enough to put their money into 

his hands. This man's breaking was 

followed by others ; but, more especially 
by some paper-money makers at Salis- 
bury and Sh iftsbury, and, they being rno- 
ney-grinders of the first rate and reputa- 
tion, an alarm became pretty general all 
through the counties* of Wilts and Dorset, 
which, it appears, spread itself even to the 
lower parts of Devonshire. Two paper- 
money makers are said to have <iut their 
throats; and, tliough one caniiot help 
being sorry to hear of any such end to 
any human being (not excepting ScUis 
and Traater!) yet, neither can one help 
feeling indignation against those, be they 
who or what they may, who have been 
the cause of all the sutlering and all the 
ruin, which have now taken place in the 
district just named. As far, indeed, as 
the ruined persons consist of fund-holders, 
of those who approve of the paper system, 
of those maity of whom would gladly see 
the massacre of all men who, like me, 
have written against that system ; as *ar 
as the ruin confines itself to those people, 
it is pretty fairly due. All such persons 
are to be looked upon as participator ^ 
with the actual makers of pap^-money« 
and, indeed, they •are associates with 
them ; but, not so the people in Wilts and i 
Dorset generally speaking : not so« the j 

» 


shop-keeper, the publican, the handi- 
craftsman, the fanner, and the labourer, 
who, at the .stoppage of the banks, had 
paper-money iji their hands, where it in- 
stantly became as useless as a like quan- 
tity^ of* cabbage-leaves. These people are 
not only* to be pitied, but they ought to 
be legally indemnified, if the means arc 
to be found in the hands of the makers of 
paper-money in any part of the kingdom; 
or, at any rate, the parliament .ought, the 
moment it meets (and why should it not 
meet on purpose .^) to take the matter into 
consideration, and provide a remedy of 
some sort ; with this express declaration, 
however, that, in future, no relief of the 

kind would be granted. It has been 

stated in the news-papers, that the Salis- 
bury bankers can pay all their notes, from 
the sific of their estates and other sources. 
But, in ijie mean while, what becomes of 
the man who has laid up their notes to the 
amount of his rent, and has nothing else 
to pay his rent with ? What becomes of 
the little sliop- keeper, who is'in the same 
situation with regard to his London |lealer? 
What becomes of the shoe-maker, the 
taylor, every journeyman and labourer, 
who had a pound note by him ? All these^ 
in their several degrees, are, in effect, 
bankrupts; they are all insolvent; as far. • 
as the want of money can ryin^h^m, t?icy 
are ruined- Those who are able to work 
may, indeed, yet live out of a poor-house/ 
but, what are old or infirm# men, and 
women, to do in such a case? Many a 
'widow, who maintained her children de-* 
centlyiiy the means of a shop, must now 
be ruined; and, yet so delicate, just, mA 
so humane, are our public prints," that they 
take .special care never to those by 
whom this ruin has been occasioned. It 
a highway robbery be committed, or any 
theft 'whatever, and the hue and cry 
catches th« perpetrator, the eaitiff u 

D 
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named at full length, and is calle^ villain 
at every second word, even before he is 
convicted; nay, if any one hud counter- 
feited only one single bit of this very 
j)a|KT-moncy, aiul only one day before 
it becayie vvorlbless, hanghint^!** would 
have resounded through the city of Salis- ^ 
bury. He would have been named, and 
described, and biographized, and put to the 
torture, if his mind had been susceptible 
of torture, in a thousand diflcrent wa 3 ^s. 
Yet what forger^ ever prodiicrd ; or, did 
all*th© foigers that over existed in the 
v*(ip!c world, do a thousandth part so 
much harm to the people as has been dohe 
by the paper-money makers, ivlio have 
now left their promissory notes unpaid, 
and sought shelter for their persons under 
tlyi bankrupt law ? Thej/ wiil not even be 
sent to a prison. Tin y are at large, and 
their persons are as safe as if tl^ey had 
never caused any injury to any human 
being. -*— It is a fact, well w'-orthy of 
being rccoided, that a number of persons 
of great property, with ttie Bin/iap of 
Sahshury aU their head, published, in the 
shape <>f a posting-bill (of mucli about the 
same size as tlie bills stuck up against 
me) a declaration of their conviction of 
the solidity of the paper-money con- 
cerns in that city, and stating that they 
would take the said* money. This w'as 
done, I believe, on the Saturday and the 
paper money shop sto|)ped on the 
next IMonday * It could net stop* the 
run. Tile alarm was hegun. Want of 
confidence had seized the people ; and 
when once that is the case, adieu to^iaper- ' 
money, be it of what sort it will, or let 

who will be its sponsors. Lci us now 

take a f«w facts, as published in the news- 
papers, respecting the paper- money and 
its consequeiu'cs. 'rifere is some little to 
be inserted of the nature of observation ; 
and which will be, heivafter, useful ; bc- 
♦ cau^ it^will shew /wu) men, even men 
of sense, d'ecoived themselves. — I copy 

from "the Morning Ciiuonici.e. July 

“ Yesterday was the settling-day at 
the Stocl# Exchange, and, by the, heavy 
fall, it was severely felt by the Bulh. 
No fewei* than tenor (devon lame Ducks 
waddled out of Capel-court. We do 
not believe that the ditferences amount 
** to a greaWiUiii, because a sensible revolu- 
** lion had taken place in the spirit of. 
gambling at this place within the last 
two or three j'cars, and no extensive 
*' spcQuIations arc now attempted:— >-In- 
ile^^d, both on this Exchange, and on 


'' the Royal Exchange, the failures have 
** not extended to the old established JirmSj, 
but have affected only the new and 
more desperate adventureas. The persons 
" who were so eager for commercial import^ 
" ance as to consign merchandize to every 
quarter of the world, where our shipping 
could find a port, without orders, and in 
which only they were to look for a 
" market, are alone the persors w'ho now 
" find themselves embarrassed by the 
want of returns. Their engagements 
to the manufacturers must be completed, 
and they have not even deposits to give 
to Government as a security for Deben- 
lures even if relief should be thought 
" advisable to be oHered to them in that 
“ way. This is the case of those who went 
beyond their means in the way of ex- 
'' ports. — Tlio^ie persons on the contrary, 
who are in distress by the depreciation 
of iwticles brought into tlie country,have 
incuircd so severe a loss by the fall of 
** prices that the original goods are not a 
suflicient security for the sum they ar« 
in want of, to answer the demands on 
th(?rn. — It is therefore a question, whe- 
thcr it will not be wise to permit the 
whole of tliese floating speculations to 
sink or swim, according to their specific 
** weight. They will all then come to 
** tlicir proptM* draught, and whatever 
shall afterwards be found necessary, 
may be applied with more elfect.^' 
This is one of the many "ays, in which 
the public is deceived. The writer him- 
sclfis deceived : there is no doubt of that; 
but, the deception will not be less fatal to 
the coutttry. Here is an endeavour to ac- 
count for«what has happened upon other 
grounds than that of a depreciated papers 
money. But, how is it reconcileablc to 
common sense, that speculations \r\ foreign 
commerce can have brought discredit upon 
the paper-money of New Sarum ? Or, if 
the eflect at New Sarum can be traced to 
such a cause, how insecure are all the 
holders of paper-money ? What a pretty 
foundation does this money rest upon ? 
As a sort of specimen of the magni- 
tude of the failure, take the following: 
23 July. — “ Friday evening a meeting 
was held, consisting of the principal 
** Bankers and Merchants of the City, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration 
the propriety and means of supporting 
V such Merchants as weve under temporary 
“ difficulties, and deserving of assi.stance. 
" Among tile Bankers who attended the 
meeting were Smith, Payne and Smith ; 
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Masterman and Co. ; Everett and Co. ; 
" Vere, Druce and Co. besides several 
others, and a number of tlic most eini- 
'' nent Merchants. After some discus- 
" sion, it was determined that a proposal 
should be made to the creditors of some 
of iheniouses under einbarrassiAcnt, tejP 
'' receive the full amount of their several 
demands by four equal |)aymcnt<, in 
bills drawn at six, twelve, eighteen, and 
** twenty-four months, bearing interest. 
'' lliis proposal v\ns iiiimediately aecept- 
ed, and a list of debts and assets, of 
which the following is a copy, was laid 
'' before the meeting : — 

A‘:sr('«. 

r, - 

JM.m I'l 2 

.nt,4’.: o •» 
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“ Four of the most respectable mer- 
" chants zn the linen trade have bt^en se- 
lected to superintend tlie allairs of the 
above parties, viz. Kichard Fort, Sir Ro- 
•* bettCbahani, Mr. Shaw (of the house of 
Shaw and Fletcher) and another„wliose 
name we have not been able to asccr- 

“ tain.'' It W. 1 S. I suppose, fioin the 

probahle necessity of rai^s in abundance 
being wanted, tliat ihe.se “ four most re 
** speclable gentlemi'n in the hnen trade"* 
were chosen to superintend this concern. 
Eiit, what “ relief** does this bring to tlie 
poor people at New Saruiii and there- 
abouts ? To th<>s« persons it is that I 
want to see relief given. Sharpe and 
Fisher and the others here nami*d may be 
very good men, but, they are i’evv in 
number. man, though a day-labourer, 
at Salisbury or Shafisbury, is*as much*iii 
my eyes as Mr. Rowlandson or Mr. (hiod- 
air, and, perhaps, is full as able and as 
likely to take a part in the defence of his 

country's rights. 24- Jidy . — •’* (^reat 

fears are entertained that tlmtsands of 
workmen will be dismissed in the inanu- 
facluring districts, from the shock that 
credit has received, particularly iiv Man- 
** Chester. Tliis is the on/y serious evil to 
“ be dreaded ; for the stoppage has been 
** confined to the new Adventurers, and it it 
perhaps saiulary that they should be 
proved to the bottom ; but unfortiinarely 
it was to the speculations of these new. 
'' men, and tiot to the natural demands of 
" trade, that employment was given 

*• our weavers and ^ workmen.'^ Thus, 

then, this trade is not such s^fine thing as 
it has been thought.^ This is, however, 
all fallacious. It is another inveiitT|m to 
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turn the eyes of the public from the real 
cause of the distress. “ Kvw-advtmturcrs'* 
are to I e blainod now. Rut, the fact is, 
that iheie has bt'on no move ol adventure 
now liipi formerly'', eicept what has f^roim 

ont of the paper- money itself. lA Ireland 

the r.'istiess, is still gi eater than in Fnghmd, 
and from the same can've. A deli-.Ue ui 
the Common Council of Dublin proves,, 
that the misery must be \ery gn al iml(^(?d. 
Tile public will, perhaps (but I do not 
know that they will) remember, Oiat sponie 
thousands a \e:u* wt're during, the last ses^ 
sion of parliament added to I he sal.u^fTJT* 
the T.<)rd Lieuienant ofli eland ; ami, it wdl 
be seen by the follow init paiagraph, that 
helms given three huudiedsiow’ixwh feeding, 
towards keeping from ^larval ion, the people 
whom lie iS appointed to govern. — 'Aith 

July. A i\l«‘eling has been htld in 

Dulifiii, liankos, Scc. for the piirpo.se 
'' of alleviating the public distress at this 
" period, 'Mien the following subscrip-* 
lions w'ere immcdi.itely made, viz. the 
'MioPd laciiten-ant, .‘biO guineas; liord ' 
‘^Chancellor, 2o0 ; Mr. \^. W. Pole, 

“ 200 ; the Attorneys General, 100; Sir 
“ Charles Saxton, 100 ; and twelve other 

“ (ientleiiKMi, .00 guineas each/' So, 

the Lord liicutenant gave the poor mi- 
serable Jii^h .i^.30(K the Lord Chancellor 
gave them £‘.200, Mr. W. W. Pole gave 
tliem .T.200, and Attorney (kncral (I 
dojiot know his name, nor does it signify) 
gave the pot.r Irish JOO pounds! Well, if 
that he not a proof of kindaeS'i, and ten- 
derness, and mercy and .so forth towards 
I he .said Iridi, I do not know" what is ! 
Thai the bankas shoulil call tlie ii oeting, 
too, IS a “ monsln;us good thing." The 
bankets cull a inectmg for the rrHef of 
the jioor Irish ! — r-An extract iVom the 
procetMlings in the Common Council of 
Dublin, on the 20th July, IS 10, wdl give 
us a lull view of the object of this .sub 

senption. “ After the dispuTcli A’ the 

“ usual business relative ’to the afimission 
“ of persons to the freedom of the cily% 

“ Mr. Siniictl. movinl for ihe^appoinlment 
“ of A Committee to take into c on.sidcra- 
“ tion the <ioiidition cf their poorfidlow c'/- 
“ tizeps, the maiiiil'actmers of Dublin, and 
“ to devise the met bod of awarding 

“ them relief. Mr. (iiFFAim seconded 

“ the motion. He thought Tt the hounden 
“duty of every man to endeavour to aL 
“ leviate the (listres.se.s of tin* poor arti- 
“ .sans of Dublin ; and hoped, however, 

“ Gentlemen might ddf r on other topics, 

“ tfmt there ^ouJd be only one opinion 
D 2 
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« oTi the question before them. He^could 
assure them, that at the Meeting of 
the Privy Coancil, men of opposite po- 
'' litical principles hafi attemltMl, and that 
"all pajty disseiiiion had given* way to 
" the feeling of luimanity ; that they all 
most cordial I V concurred in endeavour^ 

** ing to give effect to the benevolent in- 
• " teniion of the Lord Lieu’eriant, to «//e- 
vuite the miseries of the wretched artisans 
•* of the City of Dublin, lie then recom- 
'' nibnded the consumption of home-made 
^j^anufae tores, and entered into a cal- 
cuiation to shew tiie great relief that 
would he given to the poor, if only 
'' .6000 persons could be found (though he 
•' was sure that more could be found) to ] 
•'expend ,£.10 each in the purchase of j 
articles of wear. Let us imitate, in our 
" little Council, the unanimity which pre- 
" vailed at -the Castle. I hope that all 
•' party dissention will be forgotten in our 
•' endeavours to relieve the miseries qf our 
** fellow citizens, and that our only con- 
•Mention w'iji be in yielding to *€3011 

•' other who will be the foremost A 

•' Committee w’as accordingly appointed, 
who having retired, came to three Re- 
•‘ solutions : the first, highly approving 
the plan of subscription proposed by 
•' his Grace the Lord ^Lieutenant ; the se- 
•' cond, to promote the use and consump- 
•' tioii of Irish Manufactures ; and the 
third to appoint Committees to • go 
•' through the several parishes, apd rc- 
•' ceive the signatures of such persons as 
were disposed to follow those hiynane 

" and necessary measures. Mr. Hut- 

•' TON then maefe his promised motion for 
" the reij^eal of the Union. He prefaced 
it by » very short speech, in which he 
'' adverted to the misery qf his fellow-ciii- 
zens, bereft of employment, and prm/i- 
** in;' from absolute hunger. He said, that 
their unmralleled wretchedness ought to 
" avAken* tile feelings of humanity to 
make every possible exertion to alle- 

" Viute their sufferings." ^Now, is all 

this ? Are these inventions by Jaco- 
bins ai d Levellers and Reformers, the 
•nemies of our " invaluable constitution, 
of social order, and our Holy Religjon 
Are these inventions, or arc they rea- 
lities ? le true, that the poor, the la- 
borious poor, of Ireland are frisking from 
absolute hunger f* And, if it be true, 1 
wonder what will be said by the Impostor, 
who, under the name of " An Amerioan,^’ 
has published an ealogiuip upon our pa- 
per-money system, and hafcdescribed our 


people as being almost too well off and too 
happy ? This vile Impostor, who has re- 
ceived the unqualified praises of those 
conjurers, the Edinburgh Reviewers, has 
occupied several pages with assertions 
respecting the solidity of our pecuniary 
%neans, anu with a description of the happy 
and contented state qf the people, owing to that 
solidity. What w'ould the Impostor have said, 
if he had been at Salisbury the other day, 
and if some one of the ruined shop-keepers 
had caught him l)y the throat, and bidden 
him produce gold for the paper-money in 
his hands ? What would the Impostor have 
sahl to that? Would that he were now 
tossed down amongst the poor famishing 
people of Ireland I They would, as they 
I ought, soon squeeze out of the mercenary 
wretcTi the fruits of his lying performance. 

I They would make him, in one shape or 
another, disgorge his vile gains, and con- 
vince him, that a publication at Phila^ 

delphia is not a sufficient disguise. The 

Morning Chronicle of the 24th July con- 
tains a curious paragraph, copied, it would 
seem,* from a news-paper, published at 
Taunton in Somerscishire. I beg the reader 
to pay attention to it. The style of it is 
quite original, unless, indeed, one should 
be inclined to derive it from that of the 
celebrated Doctor Solomon.—" A great 
" deal has been said, and much agitation has 
" occurred in jnost parts of the west of Eng- 
" land, respecting the failures of the pro- 
" vincial banks, but i!t appears that the 
" public have had, in fact, little or no 
" to justify the sensation occasion- 

" ed on ^this subject. The insolvency in 
"Jthe hous^ of Brickwood and Co. of Lon- 
" don — the bankruptcy of Willcocks and 
" Co. of Exeter — and of Bowles and Co. 
" of Salisbury and Shaftesbury, occasion- 
" ed what is termed a run upon almost 
" every bank in the western counties ; but 
" it is very certain that a great deal ofprf- 
" vote malignity has been too successfully 
" exerted in spreading the alarm on the 
" present occasion. Almost every bank, 
" however respectable its proprietors, and 
" however well established its duration, has 
been reported to be insolvent. Little 
" minds are amused by marvellous state- 
"ments; and in the same proportion in 
" which ignorance predominates over the 
" sober sense of the community, so does 
the stories it adopts become transfused 
" from one to anothei with a correspond- 
" ing celerj^y. The truth is, that not 
" more than four banks in the west of 
" Ej^gland hate stopped payment^ of 
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« which number Willcocks and Co. and 
Bowles and Co. may be considered as 
three. — All the Taunton banks have 
fully jusiified the high character for 
which they have been for many years so 
" pre-eminently distinguished. The Ho^ 
** niton^ Upottery, Chard, and Bridgewater 
'' banks have all alike bceneniuloifsin dis^ 
playing a dignified competency to meet 
** every requisition ; and several of them, 
« with an uuadecled readiness, paid the 
demands on them in guineas, to an ainaz- 
ing amount. In a few days, the iin- 
** pression occasioned by the late failures, 
will, we have no doubt, be entirely dis- 
^'sipated; and wc are happy in stating 
'' that with very few exceptions, no serious 
inconvenience had or is likely to ensue 
** to the commercial or individual con- 
cerns of this or the adjoining c^nttes. 
Wo believe it may with salcty be aver- 
'' red, that no bank in the county of So- 
** merset has suflered in its claim t& public 
** credit by any of the events which have 

** recently transpired.” So, those who 

felt alarmed at the prospect of losing 
every shilling they had in the world, were 
men of little minds, in which minds igno- 
ranee predominated over sober sense. These 
are very decent assertions to make to the 
poor people at Salisbury and in Ireland, 
who are starving amidst bales of paper- 

money. " Private Malignity/’ indeed ! 

Just as if private malignity could shake 
any mai/s solid means. If I had a thou- 
sand guineas, does this Taunton Gentle- 
man suppose, that it would be possible for 
any enemies of mine, private or public, to 
persuade the mass of the people, that it 
would be dangerous for them toltake any of 
my guineas Ob, no ; you cariliot persifade 
people to this. Here, then, is the dis- 
tinction between real money and paper- 
money : the latter may be destroyed by 
a breath; while the former sets all whis- 
pering and calumny at defiance. 1 will 

now leave these /acv.s, which, though im- 
perfect, and collected merely from the 
news-papers, which have been riMist obsti- 
nate in their reluctance to speak upon the 
subject, are quite sufficient to show what 
the effects of paper-money will, one •of 
these days, he, unless timely provision be 
made for the prevention of those effects. 
—Of the observations that I have now 
to add, the first relates to what has been 
said about the wild speculations. It is said, 
that the sending goods to tile continent, 
where they cannot be sold ; tHe import- 
of Wost liidia produce^ for which 
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there is no market; and the sending of 
manufactures to the Brazils, are the chief 
causes of this blovv up amongst the bank- 
paper. Now, if this be true, what a pretty* 
plump, solid thing this bank-paper is! 
What affine contrivance, then, that must 
be, which exposes people in Wikshire to 
be starved in virtue of 'operations at Ton- 
ningen and Rio Janeiro; and that, in fact, 
exposes the people of England to be 
thrown into confusion and ruin, in pan at* 
least, by the decret s of the Emperor Na- 
poleon." Mind, 1 do not say, that tjjis is 
the fact ; but if it be, as is alledged by the 
friends of the paper system, what 

contrivance that system is. 1 ihouglit, 

that, the other day ; or, at most, but a few 
niontlis ago, I heard the camum fire for 
the taking of Gnadaloupe. And so 1 did. 
And I heaid of new governors*aiid judges 
and officers without end appointed to lulc 
this rpew conquest. Well, and what does 
it bring us ? What is our gain in it ? More 
sugar and 'more coffee to be ad?led to the 
immense loads already rotting 'in our 
warf^hoiises, and the w^ant of a market for. 
which is, as w e are told, one of the causes 
of the blowing up of the Wiltshire paper- 
money. Yes, we fire cannons ; we make 
bonfire.s; we rejoice at the taking of an 
island, the produce and the inhabitants 
of w'hich must perish, or the former 
must be brought* to England to assist 
in producing the eflecis now witnessed 

ak Salisbury and in Ireland. This is 

taking a very narrow view of the sub- 
ject.* It is muddling along half blind and 
half seeing. It is hke a view of a chaoe 
through hollow ways and thickets. Let 
us, therefore, mount the eminence, and sec 
the whole thing clearly at once. — —It 
has constantly happened, that, when paper 
currency could no longer be, at the will 
and pleasure of the holder, changed into 
gold and silver to its full nominal amouiit, 
such currency degenerated ; that is, it 
became of less value, and, in the ^td, Oi* 
no value at all. The ditference between 
bank notes and paper^money is this, the 
former are, at the ioill and pleasure of the 
holder, exchangeable into gold and silver of\^ 
the same nominal value ; the Utter is not. 

A bank-note is nothing more thaii a 
promissory note, I have one now before 
me. It says, “ I PROMISE to PAY to 
" Mr. Henry Hase, orBEAifER,oD demand, 

•• the sum of one pound.^ London, 28 

‘'June, 1810 For the Governor and 

" Company of the Bank of England.— 

" (Signed) J. Kwioht.” Well, now. 
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this is all very regular. I am the i 
Bii \rek’* of this note ; and, *alj Mr. | 
KiiiylU promises to pi^y me the svtn of 
07ie pound on demand^ 1 hiay, if I like, 
semi my nolti \\\ for pay mint. But, what 
will Mr. Knight give mein licii of it? 
What M fll lie pajrMt oil’ ill ? Why, if he 
pleases, in another note as innrii like this 
one as it they wore two twin brothers. 

• Same colour, same substance, same weight 
aiul same feel. It is, m fact, iherefore, 
a promhc to give the JVarer, on demaml, 
aprmnisejo pny. 1 fan conijiel the l*ank 
in Thi ea<liu_‘Otlie Stieet to give me no 
nfoiir ponml,” except in paper. 
Fonnejlx, ijiderd, when a in. m ehose to | 
have gold in^te;ul nl his 'Dank notes, he | 
sent liie latter to the Bank, where he was I 
paid a iuin of monei/ in cxcliangf Ibr 
his* n<4es, and he eoulil compel the Bank 
by law to pay him huch sum of nmift'v, 
but now he cannot. When once Ite has 
taken a h<mk ol‘ J.nglnnd note, he mn^l 
keep it, unle ss any on<'*m \y dioosc U'give 

him any thing ebe for it. When once 

■ tills come to be the case, it would *li ive 
boi'ii miraculous indeed if the paper-mo- 
ney had not incrcawd in quantity, there 
being no cheek wlialever other than tlie 
mod* ration and forbearance of those who 
had the making of it in their hands ; and 
the necessary con^^ fpu'nce was, that this 
paper deprecialetl ; that is to say, it sunk 
' in value when compared with money that 

had a real value m itself, 'fins facteoi 

depreciation became visible enough pi the 
year J«Ot, at the time when the ic- 
starnped Dollars were issued al fivcs/nUinf's 
when their sterling \alue never had been 
ruon^ than four shillings and six ptnee. 
And,l here w'ish to tairy the n adei* back, 
for a wdiife, to that poilod, for tlie purpo.se 
ot iniro(iueiiig liiui to an article of some 
interest, contained in another pait of this 
present Mnuiher, the author of which was 
^ho UbVi’utNn John Brand, late. Uec:tor 
of St.^iieoTgef’s, Southwark, and of Wiek- 

ham Ski iih in SalJblk. 'riii.s gentle- 

niaii, who had writtenpa great deal upon 
the su'.king fi^nd, and who was, upon all 
occasions, very anxious to uphold the cro 
clit of every part of the paper syjstcm, con- 
tended, i 1 convers«aiion with me, that 0»e 
advance put u[jon tlie dollar was no proof 
of a doprecintion in the value of the paper. 
Other symptoms of depreciation had be- 
gun to make their appearance in Ireland. 
And, an article or two written by me 
upon the subject, and published in -the 
Register, induced M«. Winpuam, with 


whom Mr. Brand was very intimate, to 
ret]uest the latter to look into the qiu^stion. 
In conser^uence of thisrequcsi,and ot asort 
of challenge ih’Ai I threw down to him in a 
sub'sequent Kegister (Vol. V. page 703,) 
at which challenge he was a good deal 
stung, he wrote ihe Letter to Mr. Wind- 
liain and the [.elters lo myself, which 
will he found in anoihc'i* part of this sheet. 
They were not published at the time, 
owing to an application from Mr. Brand 
to stay the piiblic.itioii till he came to 
town (he \\a4 then in SiilKdk) in order that 
he miglit make .some alterations. He 
was taken ill, and did not come up to 
town for .some lime, u hen the .subject was 
grown out of date. lie, however, made 
iiis intemded alterations, and left the pa- 
pers in the slate, in whu h I now puidish 

thcm.^S^ The reader will see, that these 

papers do nothing at all in the way of re- 
movin;f the charge of depreciation, which, 
even at that time, I openly urged against 
the hiuik-paper. 'Fhcy c'oritaiu a giiodcleal 
td' ingenious matter ; but, tlicir ingenuity 
!■'. of ii>elf,no bad proof of tlie difiiculty in 
whicli*tln' writer found himsell involved. 

As will be seen by Ids letter to Mr. 

vVbiidham, Mr. Biand was very anxious to 
shew, that the advance in the price of the 
DoWixr xvas not a proof of' the dtpreciatifm of 
the bank-paper ; and he says, in that .same 
letter, that he has traced the high price of 
the dollar to other causes. Whether he 
was, or was not mistaken, the reader 

will be able to deterinfne. ’riu re arc 

only three or four passages, wliich I .shall 
paiticularly notice, as applying more im- 
mediately^ to tlie prcseni .state ol tlie pa- 

pej-monoy- 1 had .said in a foimer 

Register (Vol. V, page 571,) that guineas 
had depreciated ; that the metal w^as de- 
graded by the society of the paper. 7o 
this, Mr. Br.ind answers, tliat coin is not 
more degiaded by’- the society of paper, 
than it would hi* by the .society of more 
coin equal in nominal value to the paper, 

I This is a very important point, and 

the refofe 1 rcf|uest the reader^s attention to 

it. Money of whatever sort, is of high 

or low value in proportion to its ijuantity 
Compared w'ith ihe quantity of purchase 
which it has to perform. If, for instance, 
there be only ten horses to be sold in a 
year in any community, and tliere be 
ten thousand pounds to be laid out in 
horses, hoifses will be ten times as dear, 
or,whicJi is the same ahing, money w'ill 
be worth oijly ten times as much, as 
they )Yould be, if there were only an hun- 
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dred pounds to lay out, and the same num- 
ber of horses to purchase. to take 
another illustration, the quantity of money 
in England were to be doubled to-mor- 
row, as there would be no iddition made 
to the quantity of purchase in England, 
the price of every thing would instantly 
be doubled. This holds good in speaking 
of coin as well as in speaking of paper ; 
but, here is the difference, that, if the 
money be coin, which has a real value in 
itself, and, of course, is ready (o carry 
that value along wifh it to any country 
upon earth, there is sure never to he any 
tmre mmiey than is wanted ; for. the mo • 
ment there is a piece more than the so- 
ciety requires, away it goes into some 
other country, where it can better cin- 
pjoy itself; where, in fact, it will J^ring 
move fuod and lainient. But; the paper, 
which has no intrinsic, value in it, must 
I'crnain at home ; and, upon the principle 
above laid dow'n, as it increases in quan- 
tity, it must decrease in value. It musc 
become less and less powerful in the w'ay 
of purchase. In tliis state of things the 
coin must, as long as it continue to tircu- 
late with such paper, become (»f less value 
than it used to be. It is degraded by the 
paper. It sinks in value along with the 
paper. If, for instance, there were a 
thousand guineas only in a nation, and 
each of these would purchase twenty quar- 
tern loaves, if there were to be issued 
nine thousand guineas in paper-money, 
and if the real guiiieas were to continue 
to circulate, each of them would, after 
this emission of paper, purchase only two 
quartern loaves. But, the real guineas, 
having an intrinsic value in tjiem, at^i 
being able to go into foreign parts, vPould 
not stay in such society. They would go* 
where they could still get their twenty 
loaves. Hence it is, I think, very clear, 
that though guineas may and do, in pass- 
ing from hoard to hoard, or from a hoard 
to the sea-side, circulate along with the 
paper, that it is impossible they should 
circulate in such Rnc lfty Co ir any length 

of time. This is the true cause of the 

disappearan.,e of the gold. The law, as^ 
it now stands, forbids all exportation of the 
coin. Therefore it would be useless to 
purchase up. Yet, it does, day after day, 
disappear from circulation. There is not, 
as yet, a money and a paper price openly 
made in the market. There have been* 
many causes to pre^nt this ; but# when 
the paper-money has increased somewhat 
this distinction will be niade^ and 


then wp shall see the guineas come back 

again immediately.^ -A. very old and 

much esteemed corrcapowdeiu of mine, 
referring to the close of my last-week's 
article, page 7 t, expresses his surprize at 
hearing die say, that I should no^ dread 
any danger to the weif^re of the iiHtiou 
if the w liole paper-money system were lo 
go U/ pieces. And then be points out rhe 
consequences as to rents and taxes. But,, 
solely, he could not .suppose, tliat I ever 
imagined that renis and iaxts would re- 
main what they now are ? I sec, IvoweiVr, 
no di/liculty at all in providing against 
injury, ainl even against any inconve- 

iiiencfc in that respect. Mr. Brand, at 

the close of his first letter, acknov\ ledgcis* 
tliat the paper now rests wholly upon opi- 
nion ; and he thinks that no one can, 
such a twie, wish to sec it annihilated, whicli 
he appi^clunuls would create a great defal- 
cation and long confusion in our public vvay.s 
and means. JJui, a wish will neithet hasten 
nor retard this annihilation; and,. what 
wdse iijen will, therefore, endeavour to do, 
is, to prepare the public injnd for the 
event. Indeed, the only real danger that 
I can see in the fall of the paper-money 
lies in tlie endeavours that are made to 
keep the truth from the people at large; 
though, I believe, that such* has always 
been the case in similar circumstances.— 
The best thing that could, in my opinion, 
happen (and, perhaps, it soon will happen) 
is afl open dill’erenee of prices in the mar- 
ket. Then the public confidence in the 
paper would be fairly tiied ; the loss upon 
paper^inoncy would be fairly ilivided; 
and things would quietly jostle themselves 
into order, without any danger from po- 
pular commotion. If, on the. (jontrary, 
tho^iaper system should go on uninter- 
rupted until a gcnifral want of confidence 
take pi -ace, what will then be the conse- 
quence ? The consequence may be easily 
imagined, if w'c attentively ^look the 
situation of Salisbury th^.x)ther (Jay ; anu 
add the circumstanofr''^f there being no 
possibility of relief of any sortfrofn any quar- 
ter, ^undies of Bank of Eiigland notes 
have, in this instance, been hastened oif 
to fill up the void made by the blowdng' 
awaywf the country-money; but, if the 
paper-money system go on unducked and 
the currency unmixed with c^m, until all 
England, all the kingdom, he in the situa- 
tion of Salisbury, without any source to 
apply to for a supply of currency, what 
must be the consequences ? I leave the 
reader to answer Uiis question, though he 
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will Bnd it much easier to imagine than 

to describe those consequences. The 

view, which we have now taken of this 
subject, has quite driven away all thoughts 
about the speculations’* and Ollier ima- 
ginary causes of the partial explosion that 
has recently taken place. W e here see,l 
that the cause is no a temporarji or acci~ 
dental one ; hut permanent, natural, and 
regular. That it is radical, and belongs 
to the system, as much as mortality be- 
loxigstothe human frame. The time when 
the mortal principle shall produce its 
'lijsal ehect, it is difiicult to say ; but, as I 
observed at page 7 t of my last Number, 

J am quite satistied, that the country pa- 
per-money must be propped up, or, that 
the (lay of total annihilnlion is not far dis- 
tant. The Morning Post may call the 
country -money “ destructive assi^nct^s** as 
long as it pleajiMrs; but, that money must 
continue to go, or all the papn money jinist 
speedily come to an Kents and taxes 

are now paid in paper money. Take it 
away, and where are the means of. paying 
rents and taxes ? Would you have Thread- 
net'dle street money to supply the place ? 
Where, then, is the diflerence to the peo- 
pic ? Why not call this money assignats 
as well as the other ? Besides, do you con- 
sider what nuutbirs of foi'i^eries would be 
ccnnniilted, when the detection would be- 
come so very diflicult ? These forgeries 
alone would soon bhjw up the whole of 
the paper by exciting a wa it of contiSence 
in it all over the country. But, were 
there none of these reasons, there is one 
other more than sufficient of itstff; and 
that is, that the system would, if the coun- 
try money were put an end to, lose the 
suppoi'^ of those who own the country, 
money shops, ami who have so coifsliicr- 
nble a part of the inffuenec of the country 
in their hands. All this description of 
persons are linked to the system by the 
interest. thpy have in the issuing of the 
country-money jaiid, if that interest were 
to cease, they wouHri become as decided 
ent'mies, as they now are friends, of the 
syste-ji.— is to me, therefore,# utterly 
“unaccountable how it came to pass, that^ 
d print like the Morning Post should re- 
commend the abolition** of thoke de- 
structive a^ignats** commonly called coun- 
try bank wites. 

Corn Crops. In the Morning Chro- 

nicle, a few days ago, appeared the fol-* 

lowing remark; "Ail apprehcHsioiis 

** respecting the ensuing harvest are now 
removed, and it isgencTally understood 


" that it will prove a/otV (average crop.'" 

And, on the 25th instant appeared, in^ ^ 

that, and several other of the London 

prints, this paiayraph: " Lxtract from 

" a letter of Arthlr Young, Esu. Se- 
" cretary to the Board of Agriculture^ Eng- 
" land, dated Bradfield, Suffolk, July 
" 1 1, 1810, to a fienilernan near Belfast: 

« — Coi.URTT talked nonsense about the 
" crops, nor is there at the time 1 write, 

" " the least appearance of mildew, 

" "which was most dreaded ; every thing 

""now looks well but hay/' The 

words. " gentrally undtrstoud,** in the first 
of thcs«^ paragraphs, are not sufficiently 
specific. If there he an error in the pro- 
position that follows, that enor may be 
attributed to the public. This is the disad- 
vantage (to the leader) of all anonymous 
writings. There is nobody rtsp<msiblc 
to him. If Mr. Perry, or any out else, 
had^aid in his own name, " there will be 
" a fair average crop of corn this year,*' he 
would have been responsible for the delu- 
sion, which such asstition is calculated to 
produce, or keep alive ; but, now there is 
no responsibilil V at all. — - The second 
paragraph gives me pleasure, in as fur as it 
is a proof that Mr. Young has recovered 
from a state of bodily affliction, under 
whicli I wa.s extremely soriy to hear that 
he, some time ago, laboured, and which 
was nothing short of total blindness. Whe- 
ther grovelling .senseless bruti's in human 
shape, lose their eye^, or keep them, is of 
little consequence to themselves and lc.ss 
to the world : hut, to sec a man like 
Mu. Arthur Young, who has made, 
in liis*agricuhural pursuits, such excel- 
lent of his seeing facuhies, and 
who has communicated so much iiilorma- 
tion to his countrymen; to see such a 
man deprived of bis sight, and to whom 
so large a part of the pleasure of his life', 
must consist in the using of that sight; ^ 
to see this would be truly melancholy. — 

I will not suppose Mr. Young capable of 
any thing ba.se, and, therefore, 1 shall not 
attribute hi&'v* r*““mpluous expressions to 
the circumstance of my being lodged in 
Newgate for two years, just two days be- 
fore his letter was written. But, his cor- 
respondent, the " Gentleman near Belfast,** 

I am not inclined so easily to acquit. Mr. 
Young's was o private letter, and it does 
not appear that the publication of any part 
of it was authorized by Mr. Young. It 
was, rticrefore, a v^ry unjustifiable act to 
semi this ])art of the letter forth to the 
world I and especially as the publisher of 

I 
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it keeps hh own name <nit of sight, I might, of the day : if any thing of this sort were, 
in a private letter, say, '‘Young talked unfortunately, to happen, these writers 
nonsense;'* but, I should not speak thus are prepared to say, that he had only 
in print. It is the publication of these ex- 25,000 of our troops ; and that, as to the 
pressions that is blameable, and that blame Portugues^ army, it was nothing at all. 

is wholly due to the publisher, who seems It would, to be sure, be a liule too 

to have been quite regardless of the possi- labominable even for these writers to 
bit* and even probable consequences to make such assertions; but, lest they 
his correspondent, whose confidence he should be templed to do it, let me re- 

has basely betrayed. As to the point mind them beforehand, that the peopio 

in dispute, I am persuaded that I did not of this kingdom, those of Salisbury, Dub- 
talk nonsense, and that, notwithstanding lin, and Cork not excepted, are now 
ihe very favourable turn which the wea- tually paying 3(),00i) Portuguese * troops, 
ther has since taken, wheat will be, at There ought, then, to be some irmy i. 
least, forty pounds a load, that is to say, existence ; there ought to be something 
twenty shillings for a Winchesttr bushel, heXava in a*' tangible shape there ought to be 
jicxL Christmas. It is quite useless to something able to fight too for all this 

conlinoo the dispute now, seeing that the pay. From a statement, laid befirc 

fact fiiutt be known in a. f vv months, the Honourable H’>use on the 22n(l gf 
If it should .ippeai that I am vvrong in my February last, it appears, that, on the 30th 
opinion,! shall have done no harm, be- of Sipte^iber last, we paid 16,050 Porlu- 
cause all the e fleet which it is possib4e for guese soldiers. From the same document 
me to have produced will he a little hold- it appears, that we now pay 3O,00CTPortu- 
iiig hack of corn, which, in fat t, is only a guese troops, besides allowing increased 
little economizing; but, if, unfortunately, pay to*Portuguese Officers, 
it should turn out that I am right in my " j^.600,000 for 20,000 troops in our pay 
opinion, wliai mischief will not havelbeen in January last, 

done by those, who are publishing these " 2.50,000 for 10,000 additional troof>8. 

flattering accounts of the state of the " 130,000 for increased pay to Portu- 

crops ! if it should turn out, that, instead guese officers.*' 

of a fair average? crop, there is not half — 

such a crop, will not these flatterers de- .£.980,000 • 

serve most heavy censure ? And what w'ay — 

will they go to work to make us amends This is stated as the allowance ^or a year. 
for the mischief li;ey have done? Will Heit i'* pretty nearly a million of our mo- 
they join the famished poor, whom they ncy. 4iere is a sum to be given to these 
have first deluded, and cry aloud against Portuguese equal to one sixth of w'hat is 
forestallers, regraters, and hoanling-farm- annually paid for the maiiiieiiance of all 
ers ? Will they, thus, rather than acknow- the poor in Eiigl-md and Wales, who, 
ledge that they were wrong, net on ll|B of one sort and another, are nearly forty 
deluded people to burn barns and TrTWit times as numerous as this Portuguese 

and mills and baker's shops? 1 suspe^ Banishing, driving out of the 

they will ; but, a little time will show us mind these rcflcctiofts, it is, 1 humbly hope, 
what they will do. not going too far to say, that there ought 

Spain and Portugal. Whether it to be something visible, at least, for this 

be true that oui army is retreating 1 know 980,000 pounds a year. (Jome, cgmc, 

not; nor can anyone in England, per- then! let us not be jostled, by these writers, 
haps, tell what is likely to h appen i n Por- Let us insist upon \%, that wc have an 
tugal within these feiiir» lais Specula- army of 30,000 Porwuguesc in Portugal 
r/ons are useless here; but, 3. fact or two and Spain. Mr. Villiers, in life documents 

may be of some use. It was, a few^ above referred to says : “ not a shilling'* 

days ago, stated in the London news-pa- [a shilling mind!) ‘'has been advanced 
pers, that Baron Douro and Viscount a- " for any man which was not in existence 

iavera’s army consisted of only 25,000 " as a soldier." A vulgar fellow, un- 

men ; and that, as to the Portuguese army, acquainted with the eleganci«s of the di- 
no one knew Any thing at all of its ex/stence. plomatic school, would have said who wai 

* So, then, i! the Baron Viscx»unt were- not, &c. But, the substance is every thing. 

to be beaten ; if he*were to be most con- "Not a shilling" but for men actually 
fouiidedly pummelled; threshed like a ** in 'existence ;*' that is to say being o/tve, 
blighted sheaf; or were to get ofl«wiih and not only so, but really present, bo- 
devil take the hindmost" as the pr^roio dily present, fti Portugal.— ■Well, then^ 
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what do these writers mean by sayings 
that '' no oue knows any thing of the ex- 

" istciice of the Portuguese army 

In the above-mentioned documents^ it is 
stated; that we have 30,000 meii ofouroun 
armj^ in Portugal ; or, rarher,»thc Set ro- 
tary of State sir Foreign A/fairs, informf 
Mr. Villiers, on the 5ili of January Iasi, 
that the king intends to employ 30,000 
^ effective Ih itish soldiers in Pori ugal. Now 
30 and 30 jnake 00, and, 1 think, after 
what has been here said, that, indepcn> 
effent of all Spanish forces, we have, 
^-^or ought to have, an army of b(),000 
men in Portugal, or upon the"- confines of 
that country ; an army of (j0,0:)0 men, 
under the command of Viscount Talavcra. 

Let ns not be cajoled and jostled out 

of our senses, then, by these writers, who 
treat us with pretended extracts of letters 
from the army, in which it is stjit^d, that 
Talavera has only 25,000 men, and that 
nobody knows any thing of the Portu- 
gue,se army. Oh, no 1 wc will not he 
thus cozened and choused and jammed 
out of anprniy that we are paying for. 
Oh, no ! Say w hat they will, we have an 
army of 60,000 m< 2 n, Pritish and Portu- 
guese ( ** his niajesiy^s ancient allies/') 
and to this army we will look as the sufli- 
cient moans of defending Portugal against 
the inroails of the J’rciich, especially as 
. w'o are now told, that the I'rcuch Com- 
mander in ('hief has under his command 
only 35,000 men, capable of being brougbt 
against our army. The words J^re these, 
in the Morning Chrouiclu of lliis day 
(Friday, 27 July:) '' Wc are iiu hourly 
** expectation of a battle, of the success of 
which wc are but little apprehensive, as 
M A-ssENA (according to the most accurate 
information) cannot bring agai|;>‘>'-n.3 

more iban 35,000' men/* Tin so aic 

said to be words taken from a letter from an 
cifficcrof rank in our ?ix\wy , dated the \0th in- 
stant. Aye, to be sure ! There can be no 
dd^bt of o*ur success, seeing tliat wc have 
60,000 men ani3*'the French only 35,000 
men capable of bepig brought against us. 
At fU'y ratr*, let what will happen , arc 
not, I trust, destined to be told, that the 
army in Portugal consisted of only twenty 
or thiny thousand men. • . 

Mr. Oi’CoNNou. In consequence of 

certain publications, respecting Mr, Roger 
O'Connor, which appeared in some of the 

S ublic prints, in the month of April and* 
lay last, a brief Statement of Facts, in 
reply to those publications, appeared in 
the Register >of the 12th of May; in an- 
swer to which a Speech, reported to have 


been made, in the year 1709, by Mn. 
Toleii, the then AUoriiey General in Ire- 
land, was republished, which, so lar fro^ 
controverting any part of Mk. O’Connor's 
Narrative, went to corroborate the whole 
of it. But, as matter, setMuingly new, 
was jn trod uced, Mr. O'Connor addressed a 
Letter to me on the J'Rli of May, which 
appeared in the Register of the 19th, 
whereby he pledged himstlf to account 
most satisfactorily for every thing relating 
to him; ami that, as he tlicieiii says, ho 
might do so with effect, he went to Ireland 
for dates, and original letters. lie re- 
turned on the 7lh of June, and saw me in 
a few days after; hut, owing to the pecu- 
liar circumstances in which I was then 
placed, I could not peruse with proper 
attention the “ Appeal to the 1‘eople/' 
which Mr: O'Connor brought with hirr. 
Whereupon he handed the manir^cript to 
Mr, Wright for the purpose of publica- 
tion, the first moment that T could bestow 
that attention on it to which it w r.'i en- 
titled, as a public record of some of ibc 
most interesting alKiirs of Ireland, and 
vvhfch I never bail it in my |)ovver to do 
until the 18ih of this monrii, when I did 
carcfull 3 »^ peruse it, and a most lieart-rend-. 
ing tale it is. Iwcry assertion, every in- 
sinuation, against this gentleman's honour 
and te(d loyalty is completely exposed 
and refuted in this Address. But, in 
giving way to his just iiulignation, and, 
indeed, in only saying what TRUTH de- 
manded, he has tillered sentiments ami 
s’ated facts, w hich J do not think it pru- 
dent to publish ; though it is due to him 
for me, to say, that he liimself had no ap- 
.prehensions upon this score ; and was 
^ had it been possible, to have taken all 

t the responsibility on himself- — Let those 
Vviio had the baseness to calumniate him 
exult at his being thus debarred from 
making a further exposure of them : the 
feelings of every just and honourable man 
will be on his side. 


Wm. cobbett. 

Slatl^*i'r%>>^Nj:'!^!mtc, Friday, 

21th 3«/y,*“l810. 


Letters of the late Rev. John Brand, 

RELATIVE TO DEPRECIATION OF PaFEK- 

Money. — 1804. 

Letter to Mk. Windham, 


I Jf ickham bkeith, May 10, 1804. 
Dear Sir; Whe«i in consequence oi 
your recorwimendation to me to considei 
Mr, Cobbelt's arguments, to show a de* 
preciatiou of the value of bank paper^ 


1 
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Prom the circulation of dollars at 5 s, I 
riling hastily upon paper some reasonings 
;»-hicli stenietl to me to set them aside, 
you ajipearetl to mo in a conversation 
jpoii thorn, to think that whatever their 
I'alidity or invalidity might be, the de- 
lu ( iatioii being be^nri in Ireland, ^ it 
voiild or might extend hither. Of the 
■iicuin'^t.mccs of the money market in 
relaiid I Knew little and tliercfore could 
loL enter on the subject in that point ol 
,'ie\v. I al’terwards judged it proper to 
;ond to iMr. (\)bbctt the substance of wliat 
[ h id written to yon, and as it was the 
iecorul time of niy going over it, I suppose 
loniewhat enlarge d. 

This coninuimcation he iU)lie<‘S in his 
a-^t Register, in which lliero is given a 
itateniont of the elmnenls from whii.h^a 
lepreciation of the Irish paper is inferred, 
iiid its rate per cent, is thence attempted 

0 be deduced, and be eilectively puts 
his (piestion to me. Can yon trace the 
nivaiice of the rnrrent \ alne of I he dollar 
ri Ire'aiul tu any cause* other than that of 

1 depreciation of the bank yiaper ? 

• in this paper I have answered liis que’s- 
tion in the olVirmative, and tin* form 
L)t the answer is this, the cause is tlie 
same as in lingland, and the measure 
of its clfect precisely the same, it adds in 
both countries, .'3d. to the inarkci price of 
the dollars. 1 have also further consider- 
ed the English que-stion. 

As you first started the difliculty to mo, 
which from want of *knowleclgc of the 
circum.stancr‘s, I llicn could make nothing 
ot, and an occasion has imjioscd some 
iiocc.ssity upon me to write upon. it, I 
have tikeii the liberty to lay what#I have 
said upon ii before you, and then to trotf^ 
bic }uuto seal it up , for Mr. C as it is 
\cry possible that it is of such a length 
that he will think himself obliged to leave 
out much of it; yet 1 was drawm into this 
length hy iny owm belief of the impor- 
tance of the subject, and my belief that 
if these positions with respect to E ng- 
laud and Ireland be tnig^^jjiw^flan^r is 
great, and if an erroneous popular belief 
of the truth of hem should be established 
it will not be much less, for it may very 
' probably produce almost the same effect, 
and a writer of Mr. Cobbett’s nervous and 
popular eloquence, wlien he falls into an 
error, is of ail others most likely to render 
It so. I know. Sir, that 1 have no I'xcuscs 
to make to you for .supporting by allouch 
arguments as occurred to me, an opinion 
which I may suppose does not coincide 
With your own as far as respects iielancL 
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and that you will on the contrary take it 
for a mark of tliat real respect with which 
I have the honour to be. Dear sir, yours, &c. 

J. Brand. 

/ 

. Letter I. To Mr. Cobbett. * 

I 

Wickham Ske/th, May 9, 1 804; 

Dear Cobbett; Without any cere- 

mony 1 shall pioceed, in the form of pro- . 
positions, with wh.it 1 have to say upon 
your writing about the lii.sh Dollars. ^ 

Jst. If there be no seignorage in a time 
of hoaiding, a new einissir)n of coin being # 
ncce&.*'ary, anil the piici* of the metal in 
tile market he higlier than that of the 
Mint, the Mint price ought to be rai-xd to 
eipial it. 

For there will be fewer fnece-s to hoard , 
othervvi.se and, aieris ptmlius^ there will 
elapse iessjime hefore the hoarding i ooies 
to a maximum, and the immhcr ot j ieces 
I lien left jii cir.culaf ion wdll he Jess* or 
in oth«T words, the ddhciilly come on 
with greater celerity, and ultunuteiy rise 
higher, « 

The gold price of the dollar being 
is. <)</. at the reriner\s: >f there had been 
no seignorage it must thus have been 
Issued at 4?. dr/. : even if the averageprice 
taken in gold, width is sometimes much 
inider the market price,Jiad been 45. (id. ^ 

2. What is said of seignorage above 
being true, the current value of every 
piece should exceed the market value of 
the bullion ic contains, in the ratio of 
21 to 20. 

There&>re the maiket value of the dol- 
lar in such a time as above dcserilicd 
.being 45. [)d, {5'id.) the cm rent value ought 
|o he or Hd. that is niorw than 

' ,‘3. ill a state where *the coin is of dif- 

ferent metals, everj*^ monied payment is to 
bo taken not as made in one species se- 
parately, but partly in each;: and j^f 
tacli in the proportion as it.® total -sum in 
the country. 

Now let the coin of va .state consist of 
3 parts: one of gold its qlwntity as 44; 
^.second silver of former denominations ; 
its quantity as 3 : and a third a silver 
coin of n new denomination (the dollar) 
i»s quantity as unity ; let its first, current 
value be 45. 9d. • 

In every payment of of*. 012, each of 
tkc three species is here to be taken 
to be mixed in the proportion in which 
they eifeuiate, as according to the equality 
of chance they will be, that is for *£, yi2 
ill bank notes 1 Aall receive cf* 10 in dol- 
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quiet times, Aiul the charge against the 
company is very inueli aufj^ravatid, M'hen 
the (iiflicultios then exisiinjr tVoin the 
calling in ot tlie bad siUi i Ls consideicd. 
But I hope the bank is able u) give •‘Oine 
better account of this : FT the rliavgo sledl 
obtain an exteh^Jiv'c brlieC, it will be in- 
cumbent upon them M) to do, iF’in their 
power. 

Upon the face of yonr con'cs])ondenl’s 
account abo, no slight Idamc will .ntaeh 
' iiscdt'to the Irish treasury ; For an attempt, 
at a period of emhanassmrnt in the na- 
tional Coin, to issue dollars at so high a 
rate as (is. stculing, when their value 
in Imllion in the Irish market was only 
5s. [id. This was in elleet the same as ini- 
posing a seignorage of £. I t 5s. Sd. per 
cent, upon them. Uiider tiie French 
Monart hy, its vale was .f. 8 cent, 
which, perhaps, may be regafded as the 
max^lmum. 

'rhe fault of the measilre, according to 
tins account, soon dcmonslralod itself: in 
a\veek*s lime the dollar could *be passed 
for .os ()d only: but in this (he good 
sense of the people deserves prrtise: silver 
coin they greatly wanted, and although 
they refused to allow so liigh a rate as 
£,\\ 5s. 8d. percent, profit on the im- 
portation ; yet by a tacit universal assent, 
evidenced m the Value at wliidi ihey re- 
ceived the dollar, they agreed still to 
leave a profit of I { per cent. J‘or the 
cncoiiragciminl of (urihei importation. 

I have hitherto <’on^idtred 'tlic argu- 
ment for the depreciation of tin* paper in 
Ireland from the current value of the 
dollar, and on a more limited ground than 
you required; showing not only that list 
price had a cause “other than tlu» i* 
preciation of paper,** but also tliaVit wa'| 
the same can've, ojieratmg in the .same 
manner, raised that value by (he same 
sum, :id., above its market price in Jre- 
Ic.r.d aiid*F.ngland. 

§ 3. But your corresponiient bv ano- 
ther ; 5;gumcnl, endeavoms to show the 
depreciation (‘♦'^thc bank pajnr to be 
nearly X U‘ per cent. lie gives the 
elements from w hii h he draws tins co6- 
clusion : hut in his process there is an 
error S'^odar in its magniiude, for first it 
appears', even on his own statement, that 
it does not exeeed .£\l ip.-i. iUl. per cent. 

I repeat his reasoning. 

“ The Exchange between this country 
" and England during last we«k, was 
** about X Id p^r cent ; so that had I 
** wanted £.100 payable in London of 


“ Biiti'^h Currency, 1 must have carried to 
market £. 1 10 Irish in the national bank 
'' notes: but I ilid carry £ 105 only in 
‘^specie, and I obtaineil £. 100 IJiitisli. 
“ I insist ihercrore, that the depri ciation 
“ of bank paper is nearly 1 1 per cent.^’ 
rids passage in sevi rd particulars is 
vaguedy woialed : wlnt the waiter ol.tain- 
ed evidently was a bill of £. JOO upon 
Lngland, the considciation paid for it 
was in'; in specie: lie does not slate 
W'hetlior the .1. lOj Avas Irisli or Biitish, 
yet eircumstaiues prove that ho paid for 
it £ lO.'i British, ibr otherwise the ex- 
change between the countries, at the time 
must have been in favour of Ireland, wnieh 
is contrary to tlio fact and his owm admis- 
sion ; as at the par, X 100 Jaiglish is 
d'ouh .f. lOS} Irish, exceeding 'i!'. 10.5 
money of that country, wliencr llio addi- 
tilious ,£\5 was for the dilleiciif.e of the 
Exchange and the rale rd tin; day against 
Ireland; and the sum 10^ British, lie 
therefore paiil for his oi\lei ./.MO.) Ih ilidi, 
or which IS the same thing ,.t. I Id Jridi, 
being etpral Ihcrolo, but he a.liiiils ihat b ’; 
could have pun based the .same order lor 
£.110 Jrisii ill the national bank note.s:* 
whence if there were any veal disparity 
bcUvei'u them, c£’. 100 Irish money would 
then have purchased c£.10l l!)v. iirf. only 
in Irisli paper, which would lliU'* appear 
to have Inu n de]>rcriateil (£\l Ip.v. 6d.) 
£.*2 per cent, only, 

§ F. But tln '*e‘does not appear to me 
to be piccKsmii enough in his .statement, to 
conclude llie exi^teiu e ol this disparity, or 
any other. He .says tliat the l^xcliange 
ol Irisii paper for Briti.sh money payable 
Lohdon, Avas armuT cF.Ki pe,r cent, 
against the former. And in the lii\st place 
it is to be noted that the accurate rate 
might dillcr from this by no small fiac- 
tion, reducing the depreciation of .£.2 
the paper £.2 found by the corrected 
process, by no inconsiderable part of so 
.an.ill a rate. Let thi.s be omitted: still* 
it iM noted, that an adver.se balinu'o 
siibsistingTr/i'W'torisiderablc term, has its 
average ; from which it varies by tempo- 
r.iry rise.s and Falls. On the day on which , 
your correspondent purchased his hill of^ 
.£’.100 on England, the exchange against 
Irelaml migliL be lower than such average, 
aiul in the course of the week higher; 
and at each time by .£’.1 per cent., and 
tins Avill amount a variation of £.2 per 
tonL in Uic term. The statement not pre- 
cluding tne posNihility of these supposi- 
tions decides nothiiij certainly. And we 
f 
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Trccuienfly see as preat variations as this 
take place in llie Etiglish stock market, 
from no very pos\erlul caines, in as little 
time : ajnl ilion Irish money and nolts 
would iiavt* htM'ii absolutely at par : for 
it* iinmednitely afior lie had obtained his 
bill for .r.lOO, (luring such Icinpot^rv 
depres'^ion ; it should have conic to the 
knowledge of the exchangers, that there 
was a veiy considerable unforeseen de- 
mand to come into the market for re- 
iniliances to England; it would raise the 
j)rice of such a bill to more than |(b5 
]hiti‘,h or ,.X". Irish; or even iJian 
•f’.lK) of the latter, either in paper or 
specno. Neckav has said enough of the 
** imperloiii necessity*’ which such cir- 
cumstances impose on merchants who 
have [laymc nts to make, to comply with 
the demand of the exidiangcr ; w'ho will 
make his full ad vantage tliereof, to render 
tills clear ; and nothing hut the transiftc* 
titm of the same day will serve the ])nr- 
pose to w’hich your correspondent appli('s 
Ids elements, ami even tlie average of se- 
veral sr.ch, would be nece‘’«sary to decide 
^ny thing as to the real existence of such 
small dillerences, 

§ a. It may ho here added, that 
Hanks whose obligations to discount their 
papcM* in money are in a state of tem- 
porary suspension, may he, willing du- 
ring such a period to purchase coin to 
assist an embarrassed circulation : hut as 
they arc not viitaall>i compelled to pro- 
vide it as at other seasons, they will de- 
mand a prcjfit in the first instance on the 
advance of it, partly for the sake of the 
gain b)^ keeping it in their hands until 
the new money be called in ; and partjv 
for the greater gain on the sum which' 
never will return to them. And all the 
eft’ectof the issue of such coin which 1 
can see is, that by increasing the (juaiititt 
of the national currency it may depn^ss 
its value in jiroportion to its amount, but 
this depression will fall cijually on paper 
and coin. JCxcept that it is of the I'ipnre 
of a seignorage, and th#,- * 71 / time of 
public alarm, money current at such ad- 
vanced rate will he of less value to hoard : 
of less value to the workers in the metals, 
and the connlerf iteis of coin to melt 
down, than if it had been of tlu; standard 
Wight, and will thcrcfoie remain longer 
>n circulation and be less sij’oject to frauds. 

§ 0. But there is another mode iA which 
it may be shown, thAt there has nii f;dl 
taken place in tlie value of papt*r against 
coin from the cause assigned; It is*as 


follows. If the issuing dollars here at 5 
shillings has any elfect to ilepreciate bank 
paper, that cllcct would not be done aw'ay 
by increasing the amount of that issue • 
or the propo tioii it shall bear to the whole 
! of the other silver coin, in any assignable 
r;lle. Let now' the silver niAiicy of a state 
be one million, and in a coiKlifioii per- 
fec'tly iik(‘ our own ; which let us adm*it 
to b(i so good, that the bullion contained 
in every S^O shillings, would on the ave- 
rage, be worth Jj shillings in the market* 

I have not betore rmj the trials relating to 
the state of the silver coinage lately made* 
at the Tower, or a nearer value might be 
assumed whicii would be much inferior to 
this; while, this money is cuirent, no- 
thing less than a Bank note of 10 will 
exchange lor 200 such shillings; the real* 
value 0 / which is ^.7 JOs. only. And 
their iiouftnal value, X 10, is neither their 
value by the standard, which they have 
long ceased to poNscss; nor their legal 
value, for if each he of equal weight wdilch 
must be ♦jnpposrd, having sutfered other 
r<icluctions than waste fioni wearifig, all arc 
liable by law to be cut and defac'ed when 
tendered m jiaymcnt; nor is it their mar- 
ket value in bullion, as is the undeniable 
fact. It is tht*rrfoi’e barely their nominal 
though current value; and a million in 
Bank notes so eiiiployefl, will purchase or 
exchange against the whole of the debased 
silver. The; current although nominal 
value fhereof is one million also; but its 
real inarRct value ^£.7.50,000, and (his 
coin debased .£.25 per cent, circulating 
with the*papcr and exchanged by tale for 
! it, the latter must, according to the piiii- 
|ciple of argument 1 am considering, be 
,/febascd £.'2 5 per cent also. * 

/ iVi this debas«'d silver be now all called 
I in ; and instead thereof, let one million be 
I issued in dollars and convenient fractions 
I of dollars, at 5 shillings each : And first 
by royal anthorilyr : And let lh« mark^Jt 
value of the metal each contains be 
A note of £.10 will purdia-sc 40 such 
dollars, the market vahie of which is 
£.y 10,v. ; exceeding that of the*old silver 
ir. would ir.ivc puicliased by £.2: their 
value indeixl is not equal to the standard, 
hut the *old coin is far less so, and in that 
they are superior. 'I'he law having pro- 
vided, that rhe. king can by protlamalion 
fix the value at which foreign coin sliad 
legally pass, their legal value is £.10 
als») ; which cannot be said ol 200 oi the 
old shillings each of the average weight aa 
shown above ; apd in tiiis^hey are also 
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superior. It is acl milted that the bulHon 
they contain is not in market value c£ lO; 
but It is much more nearly so than j£.\0 
of the old silver coin, to which therefore 
in all these circumstances tH|py are supe- 
rior.* If in their standard and their mar- 
ket value thej arc somew hat deficient, tile 
old silver was more so : their value is not 
purely nominal, for it is legal also; and 
when they are gotten into circulation tliey 
will instantly acquire a current value equal 
4,0 the legal. 

And if as before, we take a million of 
r.Baiik notes to be employed in the pur- 
chase of these dollars, it must indeed be 
admitted that the market value of the 
silver so purchased will be only J!.050,000, 
and here according to the principle of the 
r argument considered, the depreciation of 
the paper circulating with them wnll be 
only per cent; therefore ii^tnismode 
of reasoning, this substitution of the dollars 
at each above their market value, in 
tlitj place of the whole of the old coinage, 
would diminish the depreciatioiv,of Bank 
paper £\'20 per cent nearly ; or, which 
is the same thing, relatively raise their 
value at that rate : so by the mode of rea- 
soning licre considered an appreciation is 
proved from the issuing of the dollars, it is 
therefore erroneous. 

This conscqueiwic from the principle of 
the argument which attempts to show, 
from the issue of dollais in England of 
the present value of 4s. 9d. for b shillings, 
that its Bank paper is depreciated one 
twentieth, must be admittcil. Or a clear 
reason must be assigned ,wdiy Icgul money, 
one tw'entieth below the value of the bul- 
lion it contains (to which the standard, 
itself ought to be made as nearly as pos-{ 
aible to conform) circulating with 
paper, depreciates it in that proportion ; 
while the same notes, circulating with the 
old money, which taken all as of the ave- 
ligge val«e was depressod 5 twentieths be- 
low the standard and therefore not legal 
money, was not depreciated at 5 times 
that rate, but as the argument tacitly as- 
sumes, cbminued at par, 

^ 7. And to infer a greater depres- 
sion of the paper of Ireland, from the 
higher rate at which dollars pa&s in that 
country, involves a contradiction the same 
in llatu^o and kind, but in magnitude 
much greater; for the market value of 
the bullion in a dollar being there 5s, 3d , 
and its current value 5s. Od, British : if it 
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be said that the bank paper circulating 
with it is thereby depressed £.4 1 per 
cent ; the principle of the argument will 
lead us to reason thus: the Letter from 
Dublin states. “ That the value of the 
best of the late silver coin was on the 
aveyige 8s. in the pound only Now let 
It be taken that the average slate of the 
whole of the silver was equal to that of the 
best; then the market value of £108^ 
Irish silver (.Z*. 100 British) or 20(X) such 
shillings was £A3 ^ Irish (<£.40 British) 
or 800 good shillings, the notes therefore 
circulating before with coin, debased 
£.bO per cent, must according to the 
principles of this argument have been 
depreciated «£.f)0 per cent, also ; but it 
proceeds on a tacit assumption joined 
w ifh that principle, that at that very 
time they were not depreciated at all : 
but that the bringing the whole of the 
silvier coin £.55 ^ per cent, nearer the 
market value of the metal, nr reducing its 
deficiency from £.60 to £.4‘ ^ per ci*nt. 
set the depressing power of that defi- 
ciency free, and that it instantly and not 
before began to act. 

§ 8. These observations have already 
run to a great length ; but it must be 
added, in the mode in which the dollars 
are to be issued, there is another proof 
that they cannot depreciate the value of 
the paper with which they circulate, if 
the bank had flung into circulation a 
number of five shilling note.s equal to that 
of the dollars to be re-stamped at Bir- 
mingham ; no one from that would have 
inferred, that their paper was at a dis- 
count, relatively either to gold or silver ; 
any in 9 re than if they had issuetl the 
’.lume amount in larger notes, although 
there might be other reasons against such 
an issue. 

The paper itself on which a five .shilling 
note would be so drawn, may without 
doubt be said to have no saleable value. 
Now I would ask whether any one of 
these notes together with the total aggre- 
gate' ot of all amounts which 

circulate wit(i it, would be depreciated ; 
if the substance on which the obligation 
was wTitten should have a saleable value 
after the writing was expunged, as a shil- 
ling, half a crown, four shillings and 
nine-pence, nobody, I presume, could or 
would answer in the affirmative. 

^ CTo continued.) 
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“ They” (.he Fiencli Rrvi.Iulioiii-K) ** foigel ilv'it, id liiu2;Iah»l, not omo shilliugiof ['ajM-r .M nu y nf 
any clcscriplion is lecuivoJ but t<J ihaice f that tlio v^holu has ha-l iis ovi.'Uii in cuUmllu f/i . 

aiul that it is conxeitihiu, at jileasnre, in an inslaiit,. an ] volhuut llw sm.illcM loss, i;,/o 0/4 i «■,'«///. 
“ Our I'apur is of value in eorniiieree, hecu'n^ in h»(f tl it uutic. It is )U).u rf!il 011 Change, b«'e;u.-e 
“ 111 Westmiri'-ter hall it is impotent. In paymciit ot a <1^ ht ol twenty s'lilliiigs a en ihtor en/y aH 

** thf fiapct nf tka bank /•/ f Nor is theio among us a single puhlie sieuiity, of any ipiaiity or 

** nature wIiaKoover, that is enforeecl by authority, in faet it might he easi'v ‘hewn, that our paper 
“ wealth, iiisteail of le^seninf^ the real coin, h.as a teiulenoy to incu-use it ; uist«»acl of liein-; a Mibsli.^tle 
“ for money, it only /hti/i/a/ei its eri/r//, its exit, and its c/m/^/Z/oAr ; that it is the M/mbo/ ct' fin>s/)i'rity, 
and not the badiri- of <h it it s-t. N>ver was a sctticiti/ of ra\k, and an exuberanev of pope , a siihjecttif 

oomplanit ill Z/n5 nation.” Burkk. Rellection.s, 171)0. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

PAPER-MoNiir. — —Look at the jVkiUo, 
English Reader. Look at the Motto; 
and, when you h-nve. looked well jit it, 
you, too, will, I think, he disposed to 
make some ** RLKLE<ji*iONs or, if you 
arc not so disposed, 1 beg leave to rccom- 
niond to you to lay this paper aside at 
• once ; for, I will venluie lo adirni, that no 
reading whatever n^on political subjects, 

can be of any use to you. It was just 

ttvaitj; j/tars ago vv1m*ii Mr. Ruikc thus de- 
scribed (he state of the bank-paper in 
England, and thus taunted (not altogether 
uiijustlyl the Revolutionists in rraiice, 
who had just at that time set alloat a 
pap«r-inoriey .sy.stem. Put, Anew the state 

of thinirs noiv * The war, which Pitt 

began soon after these Kellections of Mr. : 
Jiurke's vviue published, was, by Pitt ‘and 
his followers, called a ii:nr of finance. How, 
then, has that Avar succec J» d ^Juis tar ^ 
The reader must rrmeinhor Pittas freqiK/. 
boasts of having rediu ud t.hc Frinch tic 
the utrno.st disfrtss as to penirnary ario 
hnanciAl matters. His noloiious U'-^er- 
lion, that they were in the vai/ •^•dph of 
hankntpiq/,'* has frequently been q' noted ; 
and, the writing-! of Sir Eiiancis HMvlk- 
Nois and of (ihMz cannot be foigotten. 

Where are notv all iheii; f(»ret»'i!ing‘' ? 

The useful iraiii of reflection for the Eng- 
lish reader, upon looking at the motto, is 
this ; — * How changed arc .things s ice 
' 17901 What a great, and, to us, what a 

* fearful change, has taken place ! Whence 

* has it proceeded ? What has been the 

* cause ? Who liave been the actors ? 

‘ Has the change proceeded from the su- 
^ pei ior Avisdorn and virtues of ihe Fr|*iKh ? 

* ; that wc w'ill not allow. • From the 

* biterposition uf Divine Providencflb in 


* their favour? No : for wc cannot allow 
' that such pnople, who have openly 

I ^ railed at religion, shouKl ho the f.i- 
' vourfttjs of Divine Providence ; anil, bo- 
‘ .sides, is there a Speech, made liy the 
king to the pailiament, during tlfis long 

* Avar, in which tin* king does not express 
‘ his gratitude for the gnat aid which he 

* has received and liopcs to rcv iivc fioiu 
' Divine Providence ? Is the caii«p to be 
' looked for in the liking, whi'di ihe peo- 

* pie of the several nations of 1'airope 
‘ have had for the hVeiich Ucvohilioni.sU 
^ in preference to their old viilers ? No : 
' for w’e fill along have, and still do, aver 

* most positi V e 1 y , t hat the | jcop I e of i he .se ve- 
^ ral countries of Europe love their good 
' old •rulers and hate ilie French Kevolu- 

‘ tioni.sts^ and espctially Luonajiaile. 

' Here, iJicn, is, for once, a great, a 11 1 > 

‘ nieiidyus, clVect without a cau^e 

‘ Rut, as to file actors: as to tiumc, liAo 

* have find the itunrn^init ni of thin^^h, on our 

* part, wc know ihiMii very avcII. Ritt and 
' hij foJlowius (for the poor Foxites Avere, 

* in ctK“Cl, qiiiie sunl^ into that same de- 
' sciiption of person.s) have had the* whole 
^ atlairs of the iiaiion in their hnnds fioni 
' 1 790 to the year li- 10 , and in tjiose liands 
' ihe natimiVj tdlair-i are lo this moment. 

^ Let not the OUTS pretend, that they 
'would ha\e done hciter; for, there is 
‘ not a .single man of thciu, who lias not 
^ eulogized Pill, whoso debts they voted 
' that the nation •‘liould pay upon the 
'score of his merits as a minister; and 
' who.se system of finrnicr, in |Aarliciilar, 

' every man of them has applauded. 

' No : there are no disilnrt.oii'j to rnu! e ; 
i but, to get rid of all ground for cavil, 

' upon this .score, let u« say, ilr^t, between 
'them* and amorigsi then*, the two sets, 

* the INS an*i the Ul TS, hav« had iu 

E 


I 
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' their hands all the resources of this iia- intended for exportation, was, 

'lion since the day when Mr. Burke “ on Thursday, made in the River. The 

* wioic the passage here taken as a motto. " specie was discovered on board a small 
' Well, then, to whom, if not to them, are " vessel which had cleared out in ballast.' 

‘ wc to look for a responsibility for this " A Captain in a Volunteer Coips was the 

* awful change ? Never tell about this " fortunate detector of this prohibited 

'accident or that accident; those acci- "merchandize.’' Thus, then, on 

* dents should hdve been provided against. Thursday, the 26th of duly, on the very 
‘ You w'ould have done so and so, per- day, and, perhaps, at the very hour, when 
' chance you will say, if the Dutch had I was writing the lODth page of my last 
‘•fought or if the Neirpolitaus had not run Number: at the very time when I was tell- 
‘ away. Aye ; hut, it was your business ingmy readers, that the guineas, being de- 
‘ foK'.'.re what the Dutch and the Neapo- graded by the society of the paper, would 
‘ lit. ms and the Prussians and Bavarians go aw^ay to countries where they would 
‘ awifl every body else wouM do. At any not be so degraded, and where they 
‘ late, vou cannot say, that this change is w'ould pass for their real worth; that the 
‘ to be ascribed to Sir Francis BvrdeU ' guineas would still pass from hoard to 
‘lie has had none of the powers of the hoard in com [)any with the paper, 

‘ stale lu his liaiuK. lie has h:id the cx- a hoard to the sens/ dc; butthat it wrasirnpos- 

* pending of none of our taxes. lie has, slhltiLhey should circulate in such society 

* indeed, and so have I, b.mid fauluw'ith for any length of time : on the day, and, 

‘ measures; given it us our o|)iii''.m, that peihaps, at the very moment, that I was 
‘ such and such measures would aiul must puU'.lig this opinion upon paper, it now 
‘ lead to harm ; but, these opinions, so far appears, lint no less than nine thousand of 
‘ from being acted u|mui, havti insured m: these Jacobat vagabonds were detected in 
‘ ail abundance of malevolent abuar*. Of the act ol getting olf out of the country. 

‘ tins fac l, then, ther<! t an he no doubt : They were, it seems, got upon the river ; 

‘ that, let what will be the stale of alVaiis; fairly alloat; just about to hoist sail, when 
‘ let tlie change since 1790 be what it the Volmtccr Captaiif discovered and 
H will, Sir iTancis Burdett and those who st<»})pcd them. Jacobin rascals I What, 

‘ think w ith him have had no hand, no then, they will not stay here to keep com- 

‘ act or part, in the producing of that puny with the loyal paper! It would be 

'change; and that the whole of the a cuiious tiling to follow' these Jacobin 
‘ change, he it for good or for evil, be- <«uineas now, after their being brought 
‘ longs ex dusivedy to the INS and the back. It wa>ulil b’*, curious to follow them 
‘OUTS between them, and to tliose of in thoir dispei-iion^ and to sec through what 
‘ the people, who approve of cithei*'th«' one new channels iliet would endeavour again 
‘ set or the other. The change is the work to make thrir escapc.~Evcry one must, 
' of their own hands; to tlicm it \vhoHy I think, be now convinced that the gold 
‘ belongs; to them, therefore, must be left will never again circulate upon a footing 
‘ tlie tusk of making the woi Id see and j. itji) the present paper-money ; and that 
* the nation feel, that it is a change for /tie only >vay to bring it back again into 

‘ the better.’ 1 shall now add some Yirculaiion, and, indeed, into the country, 

observations tr» those which 1 made upon is to remove every obstacle to the pur- 
the subject of paper-money last week ; chase or sale of it. A Jew'- was, as the 
but, before I plot! cii to tlio i- observations, reader will, probably? remember, some- 
it i%!iecessm*y to correct an eiror, commit- time ago prosecuted for selling guineas 
U‘d at the bottom oi page 108, and in the for more than their nominal worth in 

Z/zic save one. It is this: instead of bank-notes. Ahillofindtdtnentwasfound 
** tm urns' reail "u tenth part'* Tiic ctgainsi hint.*' { have not seen, that he has 
coiitexi dots, indeed, pretty clearly point been brought to trial. But, this prosccu- 
<»ut to.ijic reader to make this correction; turn, though lett in this state, would be 
but, it happens in a passage of so much im- quite suOicieat to prevent an open traffic in 
portance, that it would not have been right guineas; and, that being the case, the 

in me to* leave it unnoticed. 1 now possessors will inevitably or 

come to my intended observations, wdiich for, to .suppose that au^ person wull volun- 
havc been suggested by a little paragraph tarily layout a gimmu, while there is 
that appeared in the news-papers of paper of bur present sort to be had, is am 
Saturday last, the 28th of July, irj these absurtf ify too gross to be tolerated for one, 
words A seizure nine thousand single mdment.— — fn 1803, there waft 
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a work published under this title : 

« GUINEAS AN ENCUMBRANCE.” 
——The author spent much more time 
than was necessary in shewing, that if 
paper answereil all the purposes of gold, it 
was a great saving to tiie nation to make 
use of a paper instead of a gold currency. 
Then, taking it for granted, that our paper 
did ansiver all the purposes of gold, he, of 
course, came to the conclusion, that the 
nation derived great advantages from the 
paper-system, and that Guineas were an 
encumbrance, agreeably to the proposition 

in the title page. The error of this 

g(-ntlcman was a very vulgar one indeed. 
H*' had no other notion of i!ic yiurposes of 
mon(*y than 7nerely that of Us passing from 
hand io hand, without any reference 
whatever to its losing or retaining its ori- 
giind worth. He took up the notioft that 
the mere circumstance of its passing was 
a citmplete proof of its goodness in every 
respect. And, hence he took it for grant- 
ed, that the paper answered all the pur- 
poses of gold. But, we have now’ seen, 
.and the people of Salisbury, Shaftslnir^s 
. Cork, and other places, have most scviTcly 
fr/t, lltat paper docs not answer all the 
purposes of gold ; for, if there had been a 
gold in place of a pa))er curreiKiy, it js 
evident to every man, that the niisiaies 
recently occasiotnal, by the latter, wc.uld 
not have befallen the ptiople, who now 
find, 1 fancy, paper, and not guineas, to be 
a suii encumbrance. What has now hap- 

pened is, however, 4iut a little taste oi' the 
evils appertaining lo a paper-money, not 
exchangeable into gold or silver at the 
will of the owner, 'fhere are many other 
evils which are now in operation, working 
heavily agairi.^t the hupp. ness ^ot tb^M.a- 
tion ; but, were there no other than that 
at this moment experienced, that one 
would be (]uite enough to silence the au- 
thor of “ Guineas an kn(’umbrani:e.” j 

The mono, which 1 have placed at j 

the liead of this sheet, w.w written long 
before llie pveHia\i sy.«tem of paper-money 
took place. The author litile imagiin d, 
at the time when he wrote that pa.ssage, 
that the day was so near at hand when h 
law would be passed rendering the teudef 
of bank-notes to the amount of a debt a 
jYrotection against an arrest for such debt. 
Since that time, the bank in Threadneedle 
sirtrt has been quite another thing than 
what it was before. The baqjv- note Aas. 
noifj some power in IVestminsier Hall. And, 
do we not see the consequyice/? Yes; 
sonic of them ; but, good God ! * how 


small a part of those consequences, unless 
some means be soon adopted ellectualJy 
to counteract the natural consecpienccs of 

the fall of the paper-money I 1 have 

some observations to ofler now upon the 
still more ject’tti failures ; but, 1 will first 
notice the Letters of two correspondents, 
which will be found in another part of 

this Number. The Fikst relates to a 

remark of mine (in the lust Number, page /, 
110,) in the way of answer lo a lottcv 
then befr>re me, from this same conc.s- 
pondent, upon the subject of rents end 
taxes, as afFected by the paper-money. 
The letter, now insertial from that corrf..s- 
pondent (Mr. Campbell) explains his 
meaning; and, at the same time, suggests 
to rne the utility of proposing and dis- 
cussing hcforc-hand, the measures that it 
would, in the* contingency contemphti*fl, 
he projiLT to adopt, so as to prevent the 
spirit of contracts, of all .soils, from being 
Violated. Nothing woulil, in my*opimon, 
be more easy. All that the government 
would have to do would be to appoint per- 
sons tT> examine it»to the matter, ?nd the 
principle of adjiis^niont bemg so uuy 
clear, they would oiiiy have to revert lo the 
time when the* ( oiitiJict was nuuk*, and see 
what the value of money was Ihen, ami 
mal%«* thi M* revision ai i ordingly. i do not 
p( r<‘cive how any serious diirK uUies or 
di.scon tents could pAssibly arise from this 
source, if there were only common pru- 
I deriice u^ed on the prut of the government. 

From the Second letter, it. appears^ 

that ll*e writer formerly belie ved, that the 
high^irices arose, not trom the increase ol 
pajicr-monev. hut fpom the werease of gold 
and silrtr coin in Europe. He has now 
diseoveied bi.s error; or, at leasl^ he now 
acknowledges, that the paper -money has 
dcpi eclated ; and says it must continue to 
I depreciate, so long as the note .shall not be 
[ readily exchanged for gold.** He then 
^oes oil to s?.y, that even if li'jht gold were 
issued to put coin u})on a level with the 
paper, the latter would sink beneath even 
that light gold, unless the paper was, at 
the pleasure of the holder, cgnvcrtible into 

gold. This gentleman calls upon the 

bank for SOME PLAN to give to a pound 
sterli(^g of their paper sowic certain value in 
gold. It is very easy to call upon the 
bank for such a plan ; but,^R would be 
better to make an attempt at least to 
chalk out such plan, the people in Thread- 
needle street being no more conjurors 

than other folks. My opinion as to 

the only cUbctual remedy for tbs 
£ 3 • 
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evil is so well known, that 1 need not re- payment at the Banker’s shops, it would 
peat it In re. It must, inde ed, be now be useless to say mueh ; though I cannot 
maiii lest to every person, capable of think- help observing, that, in his paper of the 
ing, that an open competition between the 27th of last month, Mu. PuuuY was rather 
papev-inonev and metallic money is the premature in calling my observations 
only thing liat can bring gold hick again querulous; and in saying that he was 
into free circulation ; and, without such proved to have been right in his predic- 
circulation, what must, first or last, he the tion, that “ the failures •would not extend to 

conso(piences ! -Tlio public have heard ** old established Houses; that the alarm 

<tf a Uv.rouT, made by a certain set of ** wouUl subside in a week ; and that it was 
gentlemen, belonging to the Honourable ** not on the side of want of credit that any 
House, called ** the Bullion Cornu itteef' " serious calamity was to be appre- 
Th'is Report was, I believe, ordered to be "liended.” In announcing to us, how- 
pr/nted ; hut, before it returned to the ever, as he has done to day (1st August) 
Honourable House in its typographical the stoppage of Messus. Devaynes and 
shape, that Honourable Hou«c ai^ourncd. Co. of Pall Mall, he has furnished us with 
This Report is said to contain, amongst a pretty good presumptive proof of his 
other useful things, a ])lan for the bringing being wToiig in all the above points. It 
back of gold coin into circulation ; and, is want of confidence, and that alone, which 
Iliave heard, that the plan is this : that the has produrod the effects which we now be- 
barik in Tin cad needle Street shall pay, on hold: and that want of confidence has 

ariseQ from the currency of the country 

not being convertible into gold. 1 <lo 

uof say, that this want of confidence luill, 
at this time, become general ; but, there is 
no security that it will not ; and, it is not, 
at any rate, to be supposed, that it wdll 
the act !— — 1 give this as more hearsay, he stopped all at once. The fall of Dp.- 
niind. I have not seen the Report, nor va\nes must naturally produce the fall of 
have 1 my information from any one wdio others; and, if not of other banks, of other 
has given it upon his own w oid as dc- men, w’hosefate will be a warning to their 
rived from a s'ghi of the Report. It is, neighbours.— — While this is going on, 
therefore, men ly heiwsay ; but it is very the hoarding and exporting of the gold, and 
generally talked of '.^rnongsi politicians, even of the silver, will proceed with re- 
^nd, ihorefore, I notice it.-~ — Now, not \o doubled activity. They are, in effect, lh» 
waste our time upon the ludicrousridea of same thing for the present. The conse- 
the two years poitponenunr, what would be queiice of botli is, an increase of the paper, 
Ihe effect of such a measure, if it \\ 7 ?re, at to supply tlic place of the absconding 
this lime, aiiopied, all the otlicr laAVs re- Jacobin Guineas ; and the consequence of 
iativc to money i cinainiug in force ? Sup- that is u^'m'thcr drpreciatwii of the paper, 
pose, now, that we were to read, i/i tlie as naturally produces afurtltcr want 

ncw’s-])opcr<, lo-inorrovv ; “ The bank in confidence : and thus the system must 

Thivadiiecdle SireCi. is now ready to and will proceed, until the day w'heii there 
** give gold and silver in txchaii^e for all .shall be an open competition between gold 
its one and t\\<) pound note.-^/’ Hoes the and paper. 

reader imagine, that he would lit able to CuiiN Chops. While we hear such 

getVo ^;he bank dfjor, or even to Tlnvad- positive assertions as to the abundance of 
nccd*c .Street? TliiMe have been seen the crops now' upon the ground, and hear 
crowd in London ; but never such a so much anger expressed against those, 
crowd as v«(^li ;• iiofifir^tiori would draw who venture to doubt of that abundance, 
fogeiln j’vc ry small note would be ^it is not a little surprizing, that w'heat, 
tendt roll ill'll mtly. And /row does tlie foreign wheat, should still keep up to 
reader imagine, that the guineas awould thirty pounds a load; that is to say, six 
romilii] iii. ciiculation after they got out pounds a quarter, or, fifteen .shillings for 
of the bank? But, really, it is to insult the Winchester Bushel. So that, really, 
the understanding of the reader to dw'ell to talk of the prospect of a fair average 
any longer upon the conse(|uences of such crop is to.discover either very great igno- 
a plan, which, I srill think, iii'Xtrv ennhive ranee ypori the subjiCt, OF 3 IllOSt OUt' 

boon seiiously proposed, Upoft the rageous d ike rnii nation to persevere in 

Aibjuct of the more recent sloppa^e^ of enoa. But, what has struck me most 


?mand, all thoir small notes (notes of owe 
and /tetf pounds) in metallic money, or 
coin ; that is to say, in gold and silver ; 
but that the .said bank shall not lie com- 
pelled to b^gin tliis soil of payment m less 
ffiisn two yems from the lime of nassintr 
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forcibly, upon this subject, is the accounts 
which we hear of the stale of Ireland, in 
which country, be it well remembered, it 
was asserted, during the last session of 
parliament, that the corn in Ireland was 
so abundant, that the distilleries ought to 
be re-opened to grain; and opened they 

were accordingly. ^W^liat is noxu the 

fact? Let the reader judge of the state 
of the corn crops in Ireland from the fol- 
lowing paragraph, published in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of the .30th of last month 
as an extract from the then-last-re- 
ccived Dublin Journal.’^ — ** The people 
" of this metropolis, and of Ireland in 
** general, should feel truly grateful to 
** those distillers, who,, we understand, have 
** come to the laudable resolution of stop- 
pin^ until the 2\)th of September. — To so 
high a price have provisions come, 
" (wheat, three guineas a barrel-y-flour 
forty shillings a cwt. !) that had those 
gcnllemcn not come to this determination, 
'' nothing could ensue in tlie.se lameiita- 
ble times but a frencrat starvation!^* 

'Fhi.s is what one may call ** a broad 

hint to the distillers to discontinue the 
use of corn ; for, as to any such resolution 
having been voluntarily entered into by 
any of the distillers, that is by no means 
to be believed. — —I do not know w hat a 
barrel of wheat is ; but, supposing the 
hundred weight to be 1 isilb. as it is in Eng- 
land, the flour, at forty shillings a hundred 
weight, is raiher moVethan W. a pound, 
and that is, I believe, I a-. Hd. -J- for four in 
weight equal to a quartern loaf. A pound 
of flour and a pound of liread are of the 
same price at the baker's sliop^; at least 
so it is ill tiiat part of England which lam 
most acquainted with. At any rate, there 
can be no great diflerence ; for, though a 
pound of flour will make more than a 
pound of bread, there is the ex pence of 
baking to be put to the bread side of the 

account. Now, therefore, the hundred 

weight in Ireland is greater than that in 
England ; or the statement in this para- 
graph, resp^iCting flour, is false ; or, the 
price of the quartern loaf, jn Dublin, is^ 
twenty pence halfpenny: that is, within tf • ee 
half-pence of being as dear as it was in 
England at the dearest time in the year 
of the great scarcity, 1801. — And, this 
was the country, in which, no longer ago 
than the month of March last, there was 
such plenty of corn,tfthat it was nepssary 
to re-open the Distilleries in coder to make 
away with it ! Aye, and upon this wery 
ground of abundance in Ireland was the 


renewal of the law of prohibition rejected ! 
—Not to Dublin only is the misery 
confined, as appears clearly from the I'ol- 
lowing article published in the Coduii.k 
of the '2()ih of July, whenco the siiuatiou 
of the unfortunate Irisli wjll be ea^llv ima- 
gined. “ The present melancholy 

" condition of business, and the uucr 
“ want of cmployincnl lor tho luanufu;- 
turiiig poor, casts upon the belter ordt rs 
** of society at this iuncrure a vet y ncccs- 
** sary and imperative dut}'. It is* in 
.seasons of thi.s sort that aflluence l^as 
the opportunity of rebuking in poverty 
" those sensations of envy which the nu- 
** tural and unavoidable iiiequalily of life 
usually excites, by a generous and rnu- 
** iiificeiit assistance ; such as may .shew 
" that comparalive prospeiily docs not 
" render the heart callous, and 

" that charity may he the companion, as 
“ doubtless it may, of opulence.*— Relief 
to a considerable extent has been af- 
** forded to the distresses of the poor of 
** this city, and very pointed, discrirnina- 
** tioa has been used to direct the public 
bounry to proper olijccts ; yet sa general 
‘‘ is the pressure of poverty at this period, that 
ail the meaiio provided to alford relief, 
** threaten to become inadequate, and many 
" interesting objects of g»‘nuine misery 
yet want the solace <\f necessary sustenance 
** to keep life fiom sinking . — — 'fhe present 
“ system of granting relii f by allowing 
bread and soup on tickets, which are 
given gratis to applicant.^, would, in less 
" thaj^ a luoiith, consume the sum of 
nearly 500l. which is all that now re- 
'' mains of IdlO/., the sum originally col- 
" Iccted ; and as the distress of Uie poor 
is not likely to abate for much more 
than that lime, iP is become necessary 
" that some other arrangement should he 

** adoptexl. ^’fhe Commiilce, therefore, 

have resolved to withdraw the tickets 
“ wliich are at present held by any^>er- 
” Sons, who are not tradesmen or persons 
dependent uj)on them, and to have a 
•* quantity of soup and biscuiteceddy to he 
delivered for tickets which may be pur- 
" chased by the well disposed part of the 
'' community, at Is. ad. pei dozen, by 
which means other descrviqg objects, 
besides tradesmen (who ar^ ilie iinme- 
“ diate objects of the institution) may be re- 

Ucvedj and the or\w\v\a\fvind be preserved 
** against sudden extiausiiou. Thfc 

it h hoped, will lend their co-operation to 
" the Committee in this plan by purchas- 
" ing the ticktts^ and by taking care, ia 


k 
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the distribution of them, to ^iveno ticket 
to any person who holds a dailt/ ticket irom 
the — Mow.thou mercenary 

“ Ami:ri( AN,*' wilt thou say, iliat this is 
all iiino’mary r" Voii knew well of 
the existence of miseries like these, when 
you were diawiioj; youi lying picture. 
Oh \ that you had to subset upon these 

liokcts for and soup ! This is 

no representation of mine. 1 l is no “ja- 
cobjn’* account. It proceeds from no ja- 
robinieal ennspiiaev. It comes to me 
tlnv>ugh the colmniis of a minisierin! new's- 

paper. Poor Irisii! 'fheir sil nation is, 

indeed, such as demands our kindest 
liiouijhts and our kindest acts; and, I am 
corilident, that theie are none but tbe 
hurjihntdy in Lnaland, whose lieaits will 
not have answeae.l to the imf)ressi\fc ^Call 
ol Siu pRANcis Iji KnciTj theoltier day, at 
llio Crown and Aiiehor, in behalf of this 
SLilleriiigTiatioii. The w'holc of his speech 
was avhiiira'ole ; but tliat part of it which 
related to Ireland most admirable., He 
alluded to the Subsortplions, made in ihis 
country for forcigtiers ; why not make, 
such subscriptions fur our unlbrtuiiatc fel- 
low subjects in Ireland ? Do wc suppose, 
that, the wedl- being of the people of Ire- 
land is less iiiicreating to us, than the 
well-being of a svva»-m of foreign re- 
fugees ? Why, then, do not the turtle- 
|)atriols and their ahettors open subscrip- 
tions foi the unfortunate Irish ? I'eaFly, 
to look at the conduct of some people, 
one would .■^.uppo'.e, that they looked upon 
Inland as a country, with which* this 

country has nothing at all to do. To 

return a little to the maiiiior, above <le- 
scribed by the Couiur.R, of atlordiiig re- 
lief to the Irish people, what a spectacle, 
Good God 1 must the* city of Cork (the 
second ill the kingdom) e>x\iibil at this 
moment! The " tradcsincn** suing (or a 
pass|^ort to a mess of biscuit and soup ! 
Tin real value of each mess rnay^ be ea- 
sily as' ort .lined by the eirninislance of 
the. tickets being proposed to be sold for 
Is, H(l. a doz^n, or, a little more than t/trcc 
/ta[/'-j)OiCe cacfi. A three- imltpvnuy meuJ, 
received once a day, is a thing which it 
really mak“s one’s heart ache to thiflk'of. 
My dail y aVl w ance of bread in this prison 
is vvorlli thrto liuK’s as much, and costs 
three (imes as much. U'ii.it, under such 
circum.staiiceij, iiiusi be the miseries of the 
nra^s of the people ? We have seen Sub- 
scrip'ions for ail sorts of foreigners; "and 
I do hope, that soiiictbing Jn the .same 
wky w ill be done, or attempted at least. 


for the unfortunate people of Dublin and 

Cork. In hpeaking of the of food, 

w hich, as appears from the Courier, lh« 
rich are doling out to the poor in Ireland, 
it haj occurred to me to give it as niy opi- 
nion. that ihe best .smt ot al!, to be given 
to people in / int, is bread, which is, 
as it w'HS in the time when the Old Tes- 
tament was w'litleii, the staff of life, Lut, 
some how or other, almost all yonr pro- 
fesscil philanthropisis, and especially your 
agricultural improi'ers, ajipear to have 
racked their imaginations to discover the 
means of mak'ng labourers live without 
bread, ipiite forgeUing that just ami for- 
cibly expressed injunction of Holy Writ ; 

Thou shalt not muzzle the ox as he 
tiead^nh out the corn.” And, if not the 
ox, shall the man, shall the Idboiircr, be 

muzzled } Talk not to me, then, of 6?/^- 

AY2^6/.5*foi' bread ; you may as well talk 
to me at once of substitutes for food. We 
bear many ot these imprcivers talk of bet^ 
teriny the condition of the poor; but, the 
great end of their laboUTvS always is, to 
make those, who till the land; those to 
who,>e sw’cat aiul pain and care we owe 
the whole of the pioducc of the earth ; to 
make these live upon something not here- 
tofore know n as human food ; or, at best, 

to lower the quality of that food. -Too 

much of this description are the endea- 
vours of Mr. Curwf.n, the par Uamentai y re- 
former, who, upon a recent occasion, was 
the first to di chue his resolution of ral- 
lyiny round }li% Majesty's Government,** 
and who has published a book, entitled : 
“ Hints on Agriculiinal Subjects, ami on 
the besr .•ncans oi impiomny the condition 

** of the lahourhiy c7«,s-.s» .v." Now, if I 

were to set about an improvement of this 
Milt, I should ccitaiiily begin by uddiuy to 
the wages of the laboutcr, in order that he 
miglit be able to buy lumself food in 
gieater abuiiuuiice and of a better quality 
than the food he now consumes. So far, 
however, is this IVvun being the mode of 
proceeding recommended by Mr. Cuhwen, 
that he speaks of *\fcrmentcd flour ,** that 
h to say, Inrad, as being a great waste in a 
poor man’s family. He tells us, that tojei"- 
inent the flour produces a great loss; attri- 
buteh the use of fermented bread to luxury 
and affected dchcucy; says that the use of 
^it was forinerJy confined to great towns 
•and even If) the higher classes in those 
towns ; wnd adds, thatfthe wheat formerly 
appropriateefto bread wa.s ground only 
into Uml, which was mixed with tfiat of 
peas, beans, or barley; and used by all the 

i 
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working people in solid bread ! That is to 
say, in heavy lumps of baked dough ! The 
use of formenleii bread, wliich is here 
called " a waste of bread-coi'n/* is called 
* a most serious and efficunt ecil !” This is 
not, however, a set. of oiiginal remarks. 
Mr. Curwen only ((uolcs them from " an 
“ Anti-Jacobin Writer \** but he says, they 
are highly deserving attention, and as such/* 
(any knowledge of grammar is beneath 
Jiiiu) ** he takes the liberty of ircommend- 
** ing thcfn most stremiovsly.** This is a 
hint, is it, for ** improving the condition 
'‘of the labouring class-esr* That a pro- 
fessed Anti-Jacobin, keeping his name out 
of sight, should have the merciless in- 
solence to publish such observations, does 
not at all surprize me ; but, that they 
should receive the un(|ualilip(j approba- 
tion of Mr. (Mrweii, or of any man, put- 
ting his name to his work, is ^^hat I.cou!d 
nut have believed. What! tell u.s that 
your object is to improve the condition of 
the labouring classes, and then propO''e 
that they shall no longer eat fermented 
bread, but eat the lumpish dough, inad%* of 
the meat of vvlieat mixed with that ofpeas, 
beans, or bailey; far worse food than any 
m in aitempts to give to his dogs; food 
wdiieh clogs would alln<)^l starve bofoie 
they would cat? Is this your wav, Mr. 
Cuiwcn, of improving ihe coiulition ol the 
labouring classes ? It is not 7 ny way, fond 
as the Attorni'y General says 1 am of 
“ base lucre/’ 1 add to the ijuantily of 
bread, and 1 put meat with the bread. I 
am for none of 3^00 r tfiilk diets. I take care 
that every man who works Ibr me has the 
means of having one good mcal^of meat in 
every day, aiid*a [>ot or two of beer om <: 
or twice a week. That’s wa^' ; that’s 
the “ base-lucre ** way of " improving the 

condition of the labouring classes.” 

Another time 1 will enter upon a little 
fullerexposure of the work oi'this great ma- 
nufacturer of milk ; but, there is one more 
" hint/* which I must notice even now. 
It makes part of what Mr. Curwen calls 
an " inUrtstmg communication,” sent him 
by" a very iiitelJige/it officer, who had 
" served long in India/* A good sc oot, 
wherein to study the mode of treating the 
labouring classes ! This intelligent Friend 
of Mr. Curwen, is giving an account of the 
manner in which they fed the horses, m 
the army of Lord Lake ; and* that Icadsp 
him to hint/* in»thc following words ; 
'' The general scarcity of grain v^ich pre- 
vailed at that timfe induced many^thou- 
sands to flock to the British Camp in 


" search of food, and I daily witnessed, 

' for weeks together, many hundreds, of 
" all ages and sexes, coming into ihc lines 
" of our cavalry, and anxiously culUn tiiig 
" and carrying away, the EXt’Rl'MKNT 
" as it fell from the horses, I'bis tlu'v-^ cx- 
" posed for a few hours to the sun, and, 

" by rubbing and sifting it, pocu od « 

" large supply OF FOOD!” Was there 

ever before rclaftd a fact so degrading to 
huiuatr nature as this! Whiit must have 
been the turn of mind vf the man, ho 
could have put this fact upon paper, with- 
out accompanying it with an cxpies>ion 
of his abhorrence Mr. Ciirwr 11 docs not, 
indeed, actually point out this way of 
collecting food lo the use of tiui iabonring 
classes in F^ngland, he docs not recom- 
mend that they, or any pivit of ihofti, 
shouTil^ be thus fed from our cavalry 
ramps or barracks in Engkuid ; but, nei- 
ther does he discovc-r any symptom of 
honor at seeing human nature so foully 
dishonoured in India, nor the smallest sign 
of pity for the poor creatures,^impel led by 
hunger to court degra<l:Uion unparalleled, 
degradation bn’ugitig them lo a level with 

the very lowest of the I)rijte rixdlioii. 

To return, for a inoi^ient, to Ireland, is it 
not a mortifying. Is it not a heart- pierc- 
ing, rellcclion, ilni,^ni llial fine country, 
so favoured by nature, maikcd out seem- 
ingly by Providence as the seat of plenty 
am^ happiness, tlie peo[)le sliould be ill 
w’anl fU a suflicieiicy of food ; and, tliat 
in the city ol Cork, the emporium oi’pio- 
visioi^s, the strand whence are shipped no 
small part of the heel and poik and butler 
and flour that feed our fleets our armies 
and our colonies ; that, in this ply, the 
principal trade of which consists in ship- 
ping ofl*thesMpm;/;ftndftwcc of the kingdom, 
the inhabitants should be driven to accept 
of three-half-penny soup-tickets to K' ep 
them from absolute siarviition ! — When 
the people of Co»k are neholding, •as it 
appears they now are, ihousands of iiiislm- 
able wretches parading their streets, cry- 
ing out for food, let them rf’ciF. Jt upon 
wliat was said by me, last winter (Wl. 
XVII. p. 21-1), in the hope of pievailmg 
upon*lhe parliament lo continue the pro- 
hibition oF the use of corn in the Distil- 
lerics. If iny advice had b^m followed, 
tVve. \w XveXaw^ wckwVX \v>V 

been 40 shillings the hundredweight. 

One thing that now ought to be done, is, 
to I6t all the soldiers in the kingdom have leave 
to work during the harvest. This measure, 
especially i? th6 weather should prov6 
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\\liat is called a catchintf timcy would make 
a \ L ry material difference in the price of 
bread after the harvest. And this is a 
measure completely in the power of tlic 
government. 

PoiiTuoAL AND Sp\iN. Tlicaccounls 

from our army 'in these countries have 
been very ilatU ring of late To bn sure. 
Lord Talin era has si ll t word (see another 
put of this .Number), that the French 
have taken a Spanisli city, Ciudad Rodri- 
go j and, it is, I helieve, uiiderslodd that 
he WdS very neai to the spot with liis army, 
while the siege was goingon. The French 
stale roundly (in an article published in 
the Timks of the 2nd instant) that the 
English Hi my was within six leagues of 
the walls of the now -taken city ; and this 
dues not vciy well agree with the ac- 
counts, noticed in my last Numhciv and 
which accounts slated that the French had 
but 25 thousand nn-n. The Freiicli do, some 
how or other, get on; we arc told, in our 
news-])npers, fiom most respe ctablc au- 

tht)iiiy,'’ that all manner of evils betide 
the FVcik li ('olonel Talbot, with 50 

men under him, totally defeatCMl 300 
French, kiljuig 1 10 and makhu 33 pnso 
Tiers, 2 of whom w cic officers, though, un- 
lorliinately Colonel 'ralhot w'as killed and 
his hoilj/ had not been recovered; that the 
French have recently* been beaten by the 
Spaniards at Randeo, whence -100 carts 
loa<lcd wdth wounded French were sent 
into Madrid ; that the French have been 
beaten by the Spaniards at Ciudad Itcal ; 
that the peasants of Olot have destroye.l 
J 000 of ilie French and cleared that pari 
of tlie country of them ; that the Marcpiis 
ol Roniana’s army is in good case ; that, 
while ulllhis was going on in the way ol 
beating the French, tlic French armies 
were greatly sulK ring I'rom dtserlion ; 
that it had been announced ollicially at 
Lisbon, on the (mIi <»!’ July, that, of the 
division ( /bmgnm, "mind 1) which 
had enured Spain, 1,500 Iiail deserted, 
and had actually joincjd the Spanish army, 
and ih :t the rest, with bayonets fixed, 
had decKreef to their officers, that they 
shoiikrmarch back to Poland; and, be- 
sides all this, that the desertion from the 
French army in Ca<5tile wwseqital (oiv)iai %i 
%vns in other vr(A:meei^ ; that not a day pass- 
ed u'ithoLil shme de*5erler coming in; that, 
in the hcginiiingot July, 50 men had come 
over at one time ; that of a Sw/w Regiment 
(more foreigners, mind !) in garrison atj\s- 
torga, the greater part had, in like manner 
(Ifrserted ; that these inea vvere going to 


incorporate themselves with the Spanish 

corps. Such IS the deplorable state 

of the French, as dtsciibcd in^ the 
Morning ("lironiclc (and in most ot the 
other liondoii Mews-papers) of the 31st 
July and 1st August. My Lord Talavera 
tells us, that the Portuguese soldiers have 
behaved well ; so that, it sceins, there is a 
Poiiuguese army, then, notwithstanding 
what was, last w'eek, said by the news- 
papers in London, about the not knowing 
any tiling of the exi'^lence of a Portu- 
guese. One (,f these papers, on the 23rd 
of July, published, as |>art ol an extract of 
a letter from an ofticer of rank in our 
army, the following words: “ As to the 
“ Spaiiisli and Portuguese armies vo one 
seems to know a7iy thing about them” I 
said, fliAt this niu^t be false, seeing that 
we w^ere paying 30,000 Portuguese Sol- 
diers for the year. And, it now appears 
that I \vas right; for, not only is there a 
Portuguese army in existence^ but my Lord 
Talavera sa^s, that, the soldiers of it ac- 
tually light. He says, in Ins ollicial let- 
ter, that a batlalion of Portuguese Chas- 
seurs have di>playcd their steadiness and 
'' courage, during the movements of the 
advanced guard, and in several skir- 

" mishes with llie enemy.’’ This is 

very satisfactory intelligence ; aiul, 1 think, 
when taken into view, accompanied with 
the above-mentioned lamentable condition 
of the French army, the soldiers of which 
w'ere, apparently, ile>eiting in every di- 
rection, would fairly w an ant a conclusion 
decidedly favourahle to the cause of us 
and our allies; nay, a conelusioii, that, 
ill a few montliwS, we hliould hear of the 
French being coiujiletcly driven out of 
Spam and Portugal. Let me be under- 

stood, however. I mean, of course, that 
.such a conclusion is w^arrariled only on 
condition th.itlhe premises aie true; only 
on condition that our news- papers have 
spoken truth in leHiiig U& (from the Spanish 
and Portuguese Ciazettes), that the French 
were every wheie beaten, and that their 
aimy was daily wasting away in con«c- 

quence of desertion. As the public 

doubtless, be disposed to indulge the 
hope, that the pleasing side of the pros- 
pect is the real one, they will feel relieved 
from all apprehensions as to the ulterior 
consequences of Buonaparte’s conquering 
5i?pain and Portugal; they will be relieved 
from the horrors of an Jnvasion of Ireland 
from tlu^ ports of Spain and Portugah 
while ^a numerous French fleet shall ap- 
pear at the mouths of the Scheldt^ the 
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Meuse and the Rhine, or in the ports and 


Jiarlxmrs near them. From these and 
all like apprehensions the public will be 
relieved, if they give credit to the recent 
accourls from Spain and l*ortuga1; and 
which accounts, observe, aie mostly saui 
to have been taken from the Lkbon Ga- 
zette, which, as every one nm-^t be aware, 
contains nothing which has not the sanction 
of those in authoritVi wlm, doubtless, 
would not sanction the puhlicatioii of 

falsehoods. 1 beg leave, however, to he 

understood as not giviir^ even any apinion 
as to the authenticity of these nrcounts. I 
act the hurnhie part of a mere abi idger, 
giving my author in evt-ry instance. I 
give no intelligimce of my own. I only 
presume to retail, at second hand, what is 
issued out from the great nKiniifactori<*s. 
Aay, 1 hardly dare do this; and 1 get 
niyf’clf, sometimes^ most grossly ahnsed 
for nothing in the w'orld Iiut repeating, 
in substance, afier these worthies, what 
they liave said at large. Aye ! it r* not 
convenient for some of them to have their 
jjs-iertions recorded. Their villainous falb- 
hoods; their base endeavours to buoy up, 
to deceive, to cheat, the public, buviiig 
answered the special pin pose for wdiicli 
they were intended, would, were it not lor 
me, be rubbed offthe memory of the public 
by succeeding endeavours of the saint* sort ; 
but, I put the falsehoods upon lex-ord, 1 
give tlie public a lelrospect, a bird’s-eye 
view of past aiU nipts W) deceive*; 1 place 
the facts iu a sitiuuioii easily to be re- 
curred to; thus 1 lender the manufac- 
turing ot lalshoods not so pleasant a tiade; 
and, for this cause it is that the wanthies 

do so hate aud so abuse me. ?At the 

risk, however, and <‘ven w ith the certahity, 
of being hated and ahnsed by them, I shall 
persevere, and now wiih more attention 
than ever, in my dctcnioiis and expo'sures 
of their falshoods. 1 base now more 
time; and I am sure that that lime can- 
not be belter employed than in increased 
eilbrts in the cau>e ot truth. l.el political 
Itumbug and./ivi.^rf ; let the hirelings of the 
press ; let those who cheat with the pen, 
beware, therefore; for, I Iuim; now tk 
time as well as the inclination and tlio 
ability, to do towards them tliat which 

truth and justice demand. it must be 

obvious to every man of any reflection, 
that no small part of the present difli- 
culiies and dangers o^ this country have 
arisen from that delusion, widely has-been 
propagated by the press. To every sijch 
person it must be manifest, that, bad it 


im 

not been for this delusion, the nation 
never could have been brought into the 
state, in which it now is. I have done 
much to prevent such delusion, and I have 
sometimes «;ucreeded ; bur, it is now my 
Intention, and my firm resolution to do- 
more than 1 hitherto have done. Pecula- 
tion, Public llobbcry, Political fraud, shall, 
if it please (iod to preserve my life and 
health, have no cause for exultation. 

TnoLbANu For the follow'- 

ing article, which 1 shall insert wiiliout* 
coinment, and merely I'or the sake ol' hav- 
ing the tiling upon record, I am indebted 
Id the MoiiNiNc. Post news-paoer, of 

the 1st of August 1810. A general 

Court Martial has lately been held at 
Brighton on Robert Curtis, a corporal in 
the Oxford regiment of militia, on charges 
preferrcil against him, viz. (.’harge 1. 
for having on diflen nt occasions, endea- 
voured to excite a spnitof di.seontn\| and 
dissatisfaction, by ati.emptlng to persuade 
the men of the Oxford regiment of mi- 
litia th If they hail been dolVandcd by 
their colonel of certain artlefcs; \]z% 

shoes, stocks, &e. (’li.iigc'J. for also 

having spoke Ji'irespectfully of* Ins colonel 
and iiis oilicers, p.'rticularly on the 2Mh 

ot June last. Charge 8. for having 

made a false accusation against colonel 
Core I/angton, comnnfnding the Oxford 
regiment of militia, in a h iter addressed 
to lori^ Charles Somerset commanding the 
Sussex district, stating that he had laid 
the cncuiiistaiices of his Ctiinplaint before 
the colonel, who had refused him satisfac- 
tion. Upon whitli charges the pri- 
soner has been found ol I lie whole, 

and is sentenced to receive 1,000 luJtes, 
and to be reduced to the ranks.** 

It w'as iny intention to have given here 
a view of the affairs of Holland, and to 
have ollered some observations on the ]rro- 
bable consequences of tlie recent measures 
ot the Kmperor Najioleon with regard <o 
that country ; hut I have not room. King 
Louis’s ManilVsto will be found in ano- 
ther p..iit of this sheet. 'I Ijp Article 

from the Moniteuk (which I have co- 
pied fiom the 'fiMEs news-paper of yes- 
terday, ),is wx* 1 1 worthy of attention. With 
Its seiUh/tenis 1 have nothing to do; hut, 
the jdets are w^ell worthy of at 

least; nor shall we, if we arc wise, be 

tpo hasty in despising its threats.- ^'nio 

wise way , that w'hich prudence, even cold 
and cautiour prudence, points out to us, 
i.s to endeavour to r’oiiie at a true tstimatd 
of our situation. •Nothing but the greatest 
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folly joined with the basest of cowardice 
can make us shut our eyes to open, fla- 
grant, broad-day truth ; and, if we should 
be deluded into such wilful blindness, our 
ruin is at hand. A hircHiii; slave's bom- 
bastical flattery, whether in prose or 
verse, will not turn aside a ball or blunt 
the point of a bayonet; neither will it 

supply the plare of gold or bread. 1, 

therefore, beseech those of iny couiitry- 
tnen, who really love that country ; who 
would rather die Englishmen than live in 
aflluen<‘e unworthy of that name, to en- 
^dcavour, wliile it is of any use, to form a 
correct opinion as to the stale of the 
country, its resources, its powers, its dif- 
ficulties, its dani^crs; for, they may be 
well assined, that, imless the danger is 
* known before hand, it caniu'' be resisted. 

\Vm. COKBEH’. 
Slate Prison, Nt legafe, Eridajj, 
f 3d Aui^nst, IS 10. 

Lettilrs of tu’,' Lvrr, Rt:v. Johm Brvnd, 
HKCAnvE TO p! eui.i n rioN of P\i*r.n- 
Mo\ 1 , y. — I SO — (Concluded Jrom />. 

12vS.J 

Letter to Mr. CohhttL 

Now the dollars arc to be is.sued as '' tokens 
foi five slulln.gs.*' In tb,e iir>t case, the 
obligation would be writleium a woithless 
pi(‘cc of paper; in the .ero.id, slamped 
on e valuabk pi*. c< of silver. It is^a mc- 
tailic bank iioie for o.v , a guinea has 
been called a bill for a ca rlani (pinntity 
of coinniodilii'S on th%- whole wojld, that 
is, tlie civilized w'orld. lias this new 
kind of hill le^s cjcdir bccanse it has a 
value indep^’iidcnt of the toiveiicy of the 
einining i.onipany, and that nearly equal 
to its current value‘? or does this addi- 
tional ';eeurity debase it, and not only so, 
but all its pa]ier with which it before was 
at par r 

I must yet in conclusion add, that 
the dcpu'ciatlon of one part of the na- 
tion.ti currency, the bank paper here 
spoKeii ot is a leiaLivc depreciation only, 
place when a discount to be fixeil^. 
between the holder and the purchaser is 
itllowcd to obtain coin for a biU. And 
when sucji a discount takc.s place, the de- 
preciatiott ol the currency is partial. Such 
was truly the case with respect to bank 
paper in the reign of William ; when 
only in money could he obtained 

for a bank note of the then nominal value 
of £. 1 00, or it was at £.\5 per cent, dis- 
count. But the eflect of^&uch a fall will 


be to reduce the price of commodities 
paid for in coin ; or as it lias been some- 
times called to appreciate the latter, for 
it will evidently produce the same con- 
sequence with respect to the value of coin, 
as taking fifteen lOOlhsofthe paper out 
of circulation. 1 only add, that I think 
that the consideration of the rise of prices 
of commodities or the reciprocal circum- 
stance, the fall of the value of the whole 
aggregate of the currency taken collec- 
tively, should not enter into this question, 
which has nothing to do with the abso- 
lute value of the currency as measured by 
commodities, but which simply relates to 
the ratio which the values of equal no- 
minal amounts of metallic and paper cur- 
rency may come to bear to each other, 
wfien they shall vary IVom that of equa- 
lity ; and whelher such variation has 
t'dtrii place ; but to go into the reasons of 
niy entering this caveat, would lengtlien 
my letter too much. 1 am, Dear Sir, 
Yours truly, &:c. J 15 ii\ni>. 

PAPER lATOxNEY. 

Sir; — If the allusion which you have 
made in your last number, p. 1 10, to a 
very oKl and much esteemed correspon- 
dent/' rideis to the author of the article en- 
titled ” The Bankrupicies of Bankers," 
which I sent you in the beginning of the. 
week, 1 have to ex^iress my regret, that I 
have bcen*so unfortunate in the expression 
of my meaning as to leave you room to ask, 

could I suppose that you ever imagined 
that rents and taxes would remain what 
they ar^ ?" No, Sir, for every po.ssiblc 
reason it was impossible for me to do any 
such thing. All 1 .supposed possible was ; 
that it might have escaped your notice, 
that to begin to lower renti and taxes, in- 
deed all claims in money, with the coni- 
mencerneiit of the decline of the paper 
.system, and to low'er the first in the ratio, 
in which the want of confidence brings 
dowm the latter, is the only possible 
means of preventing the exit of that sys- 
tem from de.stroying the relation, in which 
the possessors of real property at present 
stand to each other ; and from aggra- 
vating the calamities that have resulted 
from its establishment. And 1 o^nly .sup- 
posed this possible, because 1 do not recol- 
lect (many years a.s 1 have been the constant 
rcadef of the Political Register) that you 
have eventouched upon the principle. It 
is, however, possible, that, with all the at- 
tention I have paid to the bearings of the 
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])iiper system, I may be 
•adequacy of this principle to avert the ca- 
lamities, which 1 dread from its fall ; but, 
if so, to 'whom can I look for correction 
but you ^ At any rate ! am under the con- 
viction, that the means of letting dowm 
the paper system, without calamilles, si- 
milar to those, wliit h have resulted from 
its fall in Salisbury, is among the must im- 
porlant subjects that can occupy your at- 
tention. 1 beg leave, with every senii- 

ineiit of esteem, to subscribe myselli Sir, 
yours truly, H. Caivtpeell. 

Surrey Street, My 315 /, 1810 . 


PAPER-MONEY. 

Sir; — In the 14th Volume of your 
Register, page 245, you did me’ the ho- 
nour to publish a few observations which | 
1 sent you relative to the Public Debt and 
Sinking Fund. I also took occasion to 
iem.uk that whilst the [lound sterling was | 
anniially sullering a depreciation m its 
value; compared with coin or labour, the 
jttrcioiis metals had, in the general market 
of the world, sustained a similar deprecia- i 
tion ; which prevented any inconvenience 
being felt from the restriction on the Bank 
of Engl.md in their cajdt payments; as a 
one pound note and a shilling would con- 
stantly purcluiNC I he same in the market 
as a guinea. 1 attributed this alteration of 
value in the precious metals to the cn- 
creased quantity furmsljed from America, 
and the lessened demand for them in 
France, and on the Continent, since the 
Revolution, wliere church and family 
plate have bcni melted down and/hrown 
into ilic market as bullion. It, at that 
time, appeared probable to me, that a 
contrary elllct would be produced, when- 
ever confidence should be again restored 
on the Continent, and a ilemarid for the 
precious metals shouM return. This scorns 
• to have? been gradually taking phice for 
some time past, and, as bullion was not 
to be obuined freely at the Bank for their 
notes, the market price has risen above 
the mint price; in other words the pound 
note will not procure the same weight or 
gold as it used to do. — This is a matter 
entirely distinct from the alteration of the 
prices of every necessary of life in conse- 
ipicnce of the altered value of the metals 
themselves; for we have seen fot some 
years past, that whilst ^here was littl^ de- 
mand for gold in exchange for fiotes, the 
market and mint prices continued neafiy 
^hesame. It was, in all respects, as if 
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specie could have been demanded. But 
the moment that specie was demanded, 
and could not be obtained, a dilVcreure in 
these prices became conspicuous. I sus- 
pect this is the natural cllect, and so long 
as the note shall not be readily exchangeil 
for gold, the didercnce will eiicrease. If 
the pound sterling be not made to repre- 
sent a certain weight of gold and silver, 
for which it used to be readily exchanged, 
it will become w(»nli only so much as it 
can be exchanged for. Suppose the Bank 
were now to issue guineas of a reduced 
weight to be equal to the present market 
price of bullion, but that the supply of 
these reduced coins should not be as abun- 
dant as the demand, a depreciation would 
become again apparent, and a further di- 
minution of weight would he necessary. 
The valuer of evt'ry thing is that for which 
it may be exchanged readily; and uidess 
the Bank adopt some plan to givif the 
pound sterling, (itself a iictitious coin) 
some certain value in gold, a money price 
and a fiaper price for evt'ry cfunmodiiy 
seems the natural result. — The country 
bankers’ notes arc me.iMired b}’ Bank 
of Erigiand notes, which may be- de- 
manded for them at the option of the 
hoiders, therefore their circulation is as- 
sisted by the system oj withhold mg spe- 
cie ; but it the latter could be demanded, 
both the Bank of England and the country 
banks •must issue their notes with moie 
caution — Jn the present moment when 
alarm is excited by .some recent failures, 
it becomes of the lirst importanLe lo pre- 
vent the circulating medium being fur her 
dcpresMil, — If you lluu.k tin sc lemarks 
deserving a pdace in your impartiM Re- 
gister, I m’i:j11 he graiified by your insert- 
ing them as ca. ly as “may be convenient 
to y<»u. 1 am. Sir, &c. J..asky. 

Bristol, 2^ July, 1810 . 

^ 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Abdication of tiik Kino of H(^i.tand.— 
T/i£ King to the Legislative Body, 

Gentlemen ; — I charge the Ministers 
met in C*0uncil, to present 10 your Assem- 
bly the Resolution to which 1 have seen 
myself driven by the military Occupation 
of my capital. The brave soldiers of 
IVance have no other enemies ih ui those 
of the common cause of Holland anti my- 
self. They should have been, and ought 
to be, received with all possible regard 
and attention; but it is, nevertheless, true. 
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that in the actual skuaiioii of llollanih 
when an entire army, a crowd of Custom- 
house officers. anil the National Army itself 
were placed out of the power ui ilic go- 
vernment— wlun evciy thing, with the 
exception of the capiul, may he said to 
be under the order of a foreign officer, I 
was liouncl to declare to Marshal the Duke 
of Reggio, and the Chuige d’Afraire«» of 
the Emperor, that if the capital and its 
clistnet weie occupied, 1 should consider 
that proceeding as a iiictiiifcMt violation of 
the Ians <d' naMon?;, and those rights that 
•aredconied inosi sacred among men. It 
was this tliai induced me to refuse the 
Custoni-li«)a?e ( ffice.rs admission into Muv- 
den, Naarden, and Diemcr. 1 hud a right 
so to do ; inasmuch as the treaty only 
' authorizes the pre^eiue of the Custom- 
house ofticers on the sea-coa'^ts, an“d at the 
months of the rivers. — On the itiih of last 
montji, 1 received, through the Charge 
d’Aliciires of his Majesty the Emperor, an 
assurance, tj.at it \uis bv no means his in- 
tention 10 occujjy Amstc'i'dam ; ' and this 
led me to'hopethr.t a treaty, the condi- 
tions of which had hr cn imjxiscd by his 
Majesty the Empeior Ijimseif, would be 
strictly observed, and bo in no respect in- 
fringed upon. Unfortunately niy enor 
was not ol long duration. \Vhen I re- 
ceived a comimfuicalion. that 20,000 
French troops were .\^seml)ling in Utrecht 
and its environs, notwithstanding tb.e ex- 
treme penury and cmharras.snicnt of <»ur 
finances, 1 consenttd lo furnish them with 
provisions, and mlu r mvc-saries though 
the treaty stipnl.m-s ilial only (5 000 men 
shall be rnaintriui d at the cxpciice of 
liollaiid. Ihit I was apprehensive dial 
the assimibling of iliis force would dis- 
close oihtr iiiu uiifavourahle to cur 

goveriiiiieni; ami accordingly, 1 did not 
fail lo iecei>c, the day bdorc yesicnl.ay, 
June official information that liis 

Mrtj* the Emperor insisted upon occu- 
pying Anisterdani, and e^iahlishing the 
heail*v|uarter> of tlie French army in this 
capital. — ^^n this situation, gentlemen, you 
cannoc douht, that I should have re.signed 
myself lo suffi r for my people new humi- 
liations, could I have entertained tltc hope 
of preventing new calamities ; but I could 
no lunger, deceive myself. I assented to 
the treaty^ dictated by France, under the 
conviction that those parts of it that were 
disagreeable to the nation and myself, 
would not be enforced ; and that, satisfied 
willi that self-denial, if I may so speak, 
which is the result of this treaty, every 


thing would thericcforw'^trd go on smooth- 
ly between France and Holland.— The 
treaty, it i.s true, oilers a great number of 
pretexts Ibr fresh complaints, and fresh 
accusations. But can pretexts be at any 
time w'aiiting? I was, therefore, entitled 
lo rely upon the expiaiiatioiu and com- 
munications made to me on the subji’ct of 
this treaty, and ihe formal and expre.ssde- 
claralion.s which 1 did not fail to make— 
that the Custnm-hoiise officers should in- 
terfere only ill matters relative to the 
blockade — that the French troops .should 
he .*itationed only on the coasts — rliat the 
domains of the creditors of the Sratc, and 
the Crown, should be respected — ih ’t the 
debts of the ceded tenitories should be 
chargiid upon France — and, finally — that 
from the number of troops lo be furnished, 
a deduction should be made for tho'«e ac- 
tually at the ilispo.sal of France in Spain ; 
and also, that the necessary time should be 
given for the maritime annaniont. I eve ii 
coi.tiiiuod to Hatter myself, that the treaty 
would be miligalt'd. 1 have deci*ived my- 
self ; and, if the al).solute devoiiuii w'liici* 
I manifested Ibr the discharge of my du- 
ties on the Ist of A|)ril last, has served 
only to diag on, or to prolong, the exist- 
ence of the country for three months, I 
have the. cruelly painful satislaeiion, but 
the only one I can now have, that I have 
performed my duty to the last; and lliat, if 
1 may be permitled so to express myself, 
I have carried my 'sacrifices lor the exist- 
ence, and w hat I conceived to be the wel- 
fare of the country, to an nnjustiiiable ex- 
tent. — But after the submission and resig- 
nation of the Jst of Apiil, J .should be ex- 
tremely’eulpable if 1 could rest satisfied 
with the title of King, being no longer but 
an insliumcnt ; and no longer command- 
mg, not. only in the coimlry, but even in 
my capital ; and soon, perhaps, not even 
in my own palace. 1 should, iieverthe- 
iess, be witnfs.s to every thing that should 
be done, without the power of doing any 
thing for rny people; responsible for all 
eve-iiis, without being able to prevent, or 
to influence them, i should have expos- 
ed myself to the complaints of both sides, 
and perhaps liave occasioned great mis- 
fortunes ; by doing which, I should have 
betrayed iny conscience, my people, and 
my duty ! 1 have for a long time foreseen 
the extr,emiiy to which I am now reduced, 
but 1 could not hav^: prevented it without 
sacrificing, my most sacred duties— with- 
out,ceasing to have at heart the interest of 
my pcople^^and without ceasing to con- 
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iu‘ct my fate with that Af the country. 
This I could not do ! Now that Holland is 
reduced to tins, condition, I have, as Kin? 
of Holland, but one course to take, and 
tiiat is, to abdicate the throne iu favour <if 
my children. Any other course w<iul(l 
have only auj^irienlrd the niishirtinies of 
iny reign. I shouhl have, with deep re- 1 
gret, discharged that lender duty ; and I 
should perhaps have ven the peaceful in- 
habitants, too often the victims of the 
quarrels of government, ruined at one 
blow. How could tlic idea of any soil of 
resistance na\e entered iny mind? IVly 
children, born Vrcnchnien like myself, 
would have seen the blood of their fellow 
countrymen shed in a just cause, hut one 
which might neverlh(*les‘*be.supposed to be 
exclusively mine. I had therefore but one 
course to adopt. — IMy bi other, so'violently 
irritated against rnc, is not so against my 
chihlrt n ; and douI)Lle>s he will not de- 
stroy what he has done, and deprive them 
of their inheritaiiee ; since he has not, nor 
can hax^e, any subject of complaint against 
this child, who will not, for a long time to 
•ome, reign himself. Ilis Mother, to 
whom the regency appertains by the con- 
stitution, will do every thing that shall be 
agreeable to the Emperor, my Brother, 
and will aucceed better than myself, who 
have had the misfortune never to be suc- 
cessful ill niy endeavours of that kind ; 
and at the conclusion of a maritime peace, 
perhaps before, my brother, knowing the 
stale of things in this (V)antry, the esteem 
its inhabitants merit, how much their wel- 
fare accords with the interests well under- 
stood of his empire, will do for this coun- 
try all it has a right to expect, as the re- 
ward of its numerous sacrifices to France, 
of Its fidelity, and the interest with which 
it cannot fail to inspire those who judge 
of it without prejudice. Perhaps I am the 
only obstacle to the reconciliation of this 
country with France ; and should that be 
so, I might find some kind of consolation 
in dragging out the remainder of a wan- 
dering and a languishing life at a distance 
from the first objects of my whole aftcc- 
tion — thirt good people, and my son. 
These are my principal motives; the.o 
are others equally powerful with respect 
to which I must be silent, but they will 
easily be divined. - The Fbnpcror, my 
brother, must feed that I could not act 
otherwise. Though strongly prej^idiced 
ttgainst me, he is great# and when his irri- 
tation .subsides, cannot but be just.— -As to 
you^ tjentlemen, I should be much m»re 
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unhappy even than I am, if possible, could 
I imagine that you would noi do justice to 
niy intentions. May the end of my career 
prove to the nation and Ui you, J 
have never deceived you ; that I hrwe 
had but one aim — the true interest of the 
country ; that the faults I may have com- 
mitted are solely to he ascribed to my 
zeal, wiiicli led me to aim at not what w as 
ahsoluteiy fhe greaic^t g'>o(l, but the best 
that could be attained under all the ditfi- 
culties of existing circumstances. T had 
never calculated upon governing a nation 
so inlcrcsiing, but so difiicult to govern, as 
yours. Be pleased, gentlemen, to be my 
advocates with the nation, and cherish a 
confident attachment to the Prin.ce Royal, 
who will deserve it, if I may judge from 
his good disposition^ The Uuecn has the 
same interests as myself. I cannot, Geii- 
tlenien, conclude, without recommending 
to you, in the most earnest manner, and 
in tlie name of the interest and of the ex- 
istence of so many families, W’^hose liv.ea 
and property would be infallibly compro- 
mised, to* receive tlje French with the at- 
tention, witli the kindness and the cor- 
diality which is due to the brave troops of 
the first nation in the u'orld ; to your 
friends, to vour allies, who consider obe- 
dience as the first of duties, but who can- 
not fail to esteem the more, the more they 
become acquainted witfi it, a nation brave, 
industrious, and W'orthy of esteem under 
every iConsid oration. — In wdiatever place 
I may tcrpiinate my existence, the name 
of Holland, and the most lively prayeis fur 
its happyicss, will be my last words, ami 
occupy my last thoughts. 

Loi i5 N \poLroN, 
Haarlem, July 1 , 1 S I (). • 


Spain and Vo\vvv\',\\..^rrom the Moniteur, 
July 22, 1810. 

The English newspapers never were so 
full of frdse news as they have been fSr 
ihtsc fifteen clays past; the reason is, that 
the linglish people w ere never more un- 
easy ; that the English goveinm«nl never 
^ood more in need of deceiving them re- 
specting the mad system wdiinh they fol- 
low, of \¥ishing to struggle alone on the 
continent with France ! The good sense 
of the Faiglish nation enables *111001 to 
foresee the dishonour and destruction of 
their army in Portugal ; they are cc>n- 
vinced that the most fortunate event which 
could befal that army would be a catas- 
trophe like Ihai of Moore. The English 
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are too much accustomed to calculate 
chances and events not to know that alone 
against Fiance, they can, in such a con- 
test, meet with only disasters, aiul obtain 
only disgrace. Men oi* sound judgment, 
like Grenville or (irey, are numerous in 
England ; but they are at present without 
any innuence. 

"Ministers, therefore, not being able to 
change the public opinion, endeavour to 
deceive the people. For iiislaiicc it is 
said that Geneial Sebastiaui has capitii- 
tilted : tins n porl is soon contradicietl ; 
but it is not the less rcjit aK d in a lho»i> 
sand (1 die rent vvava; at one time it was a 
rnulc-driver, at another it was ihc master 
of a ship which liad arrived at Cadiz, who 
brought these great nows 1 ’ ! -I'hey also 
wish to otcijjiy tlic lunnl * of the people 
about the army of l.oid W ellington ; this 
army, it is said, anioimtiug to tl*o dread- 
ful number of '2 1, O K* F.ngredi ! R is arrived 
at such u state of dis< i])hii(‘, ami the sol- 
diers have so cmc)\ confidt nee in their 
Cbmmander in Chief, that they will Ijc 
able to beat FreiK’hmrn^ for it in 

proved that a ]i!i(i>h soldier is, for cou- 
rage, worili at Last four I’icmh grena- 
diers! — 

The French aimy says iiotliing ; bat it 
has invented Ciudail Rodrigo, opened the 
trenches, and is battering in bicach. The 
cries of tlie inhabb.ants ot Ciudad Rodrigo 
are heard in Lord Wedingtoids oanip, 
which is only six leagues distant ; but all 
ears arc shut against them. It was thus 
t»hat the inhabitants of Madi id Endeavour- 
ed to move iien. Moore by tfu ir cries; 
but he also shut his ears agaift^t thtm, 
and Madrid was taken in his '•iglit. And 
it was thus that ver>Klat<dy the inhaliitants 
of SeV’iile and Andalusia called their most 
faithful allies to their a^sisf.ince, and that 
Wellesley answered them, according to 
the constant custom ol'his country* Get 
out of the scrape the best w ay you can 1— 
; Tiie following partuulios respecting 
tlie affairs of Spain are poMtive : — That 
the French and English armies aie in 
sight of each other on the frontiers of 
Por.ugaf. — That in this situation the 
French aic besieging Ciudad Rodrigo*; 
*^That the English do not aitempt any 
tiling towards giving succour to that city ; 
and that alter all their boasting, they will 
be the Itlughing stock of Europe, if it is 
captured within the reach of their cannon. 
—•The editors of the English newspapers 
turn and twist themselves in a thousand 
dilferent ways; they intercept letters. 


copy lil>els on the insuriection, and wind 
themselves into every possible shape in 
order to induce the nation to believe, that 
the French armies in Spain are but a con- 
fused crowd without discipline ; discou- 
raged or incapable to act as soldiers, and 
commanded by chiefs who are ignorant 
and without any experience : that the only 
good troops are those of which the Eng- 
lish, Portuguese aiul Spanish aiinies con- 
sist: but wliilc all tins is proclaiming by 
them, the French annies are in sight of 
the English army, capturing Astorga, be- 
sieging Ciudad Rodrigo, Badajoz and Ca- 
diz ; capturing in Catalonia and Arragon, 
l.crida, Mequmonza and Hostalrich ; the 
French army in Arragon is bes’cging Tor- 
losa, and that in Caialonia, 'i’airagon.i. 
The French armies are carrying on fivi 
gieat sieges, and have just terminated five 
otheis; they occuf>y the* provinces of 
Spiiii fiom the North to the South, and 
from the East to the Wi st, and they c’Veiy 
wheif rcpii-ss the robbciies which are cx- 
tiiod by tiic intrigues of luigland. 

'J'liis luccs^ity fell l\v tlie I'jiglisli of 
deceiving tin* pid>lic rc:q)eLting the real 
situutiui) of things, leads them a great 
w'ay ; they published pretended U tters 
from the Emperor Napoleon to the former 
Queen of ilie Two Sicilies; lidiculous let- 
ters, in wlmli the* Emperor Napoleon is 
represented ;.s making numberless apo- 
livgies U) that furious woman ; and while 
they aie printing sutli absurdities, their 
caiinoii of alarm i.s» resounding tliroughout 
Sicily ! and the Neajiolitan navy are co- 
vering tllcm^elTCs with glory in the pre- 
sence of their king, by bvaii’ng tlie Anglo- 
Sicilian (led. 

Rchpeciine the affairs of tiu continent, 
they publish at one time, that they arc 
going to have peace willi Russia; that a 
war between France and KusMa is going 
to break out, and that a new coalition is 
about to be formed ; at another that the 
Emperor Napoleon is forming such or 
such a projtcL against the tiauquillity 
of Russia, &.I-. 

The great i^owers of the Continent are 
daily drawing tighter the knot by which 
they arc united ; they are daily becom- 
ing more convinced of the folly of fight- 
ing for the English. When Ciudad Ro- 
drigo is captured, the catastrophe will he 
more imminent for 1‘higland, and it will 
then b(j necessary to call to the helm of 
the «itate men who are more prudent, ami 
whuare belter acquainted with tin nature 
of the resources} and of the strength oJf 
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their country, and therefore more mode- 
rate. Such men will be sensible of the 
urgent necessity of liquidating the na- 
tional debt, of calming their passions, and 
of g'ving peace to the world. But never 
will such results be obtained from pre- 
suuipluous and ignorant men, who mistake 
wliat is well known by every coffee-house 
waiter in Europe, viz. the influence of 
the English at sea, and their weakness on 
land ! 


America. — Correspondence betweenthe Mar- 
quis Wellesley and Mr. Pinckney, and be- 
tween Cener(d Armstrong and Mr. Se- 
cretary Smith. 

Gen. Armstrong to the Duke of Cadore. 

( Continued from p. 90. J 

On receiving this infoniiation two ques- 
tions suggested tbenisolves.— 1. Whether 
this decision was or was not extended to 
ships as well as to cargoes ? and 2. Whe- 
ther tlic money arising from the sales 
tvliich might 1)0 made under it, would, or 
would not, be subject to tlie issue of the 
jjending negociation ? The Gentleman 
cliarged witii the delivery of your message 
not having been instructed to answer 
these (juestions, it becomes niy duty to 
present them to your Excellency, and to 
request a .solution of them. Nor is it a 
Jess duty on my part, to examine the 
grounds on which his Majesty has been 
pleased to take this decision, which I un- 
der.stvmd to be timt of«reprisal, suggested 
for the first time in the note you did me 
the honour lo write to me on the 1+th ul- 
timo. In the 4th paragraph of this note, 
it is said, th \t ** his Majesty could not 
liTivc calculated on the measures t^ken by 
tlie United Slates, who, having no grounds 
of com plaint against Enincc, have com- 
prised her in their acts of exclusion, and 
since the month of May last, have prohi- 
bited the entry into their ports of French 
vessels, by subjecting them lo contisca- 
tiori.” — It is true that the United Stales 
Lave since the 20! b of May last forbidden 
the entry of 1 icnch vessels into their har- 
bours ; and it is also true that the penalty 
of confiscation attaches to the violation 
this law. But in what respect docs this 
offend France ? Will she refuse to us the 
light of regulating commerce within our 
own ports ? Or will she deny that the 
law in question is a regulation picrely 
municipal ? lixamine ii both as to object 
and means— what docs it more than forbid 
.American ships liroiu going into the po^ts 


of France, and French ships from coming 
into those of the United States ? And why 
this prohibition ? To avoid injury and 
insult : to escape that lawlessness, which 
is declared to be “ a forced consequence 
of the Decrees of the British Council.'' 

If then its object be purely defensive, 
what are its means ? Simply a law, pre- 
viously and generally promulgated, ope- 
rating solely within the territory of the 
United States, and punishing alike the in- * 
fractors of it, whether citizens of the said 
State.s, or others. And what is this but 
the exercise of a right, common to all 
nations, of excluding, at their will, fo- * 
reign commerce, and of enforcing that ex- 
clusion } Can this be deemed a wrong to 
France ? Can this be regarded as a le- 
gitimate cause of reprisal on the part of a 
power, who makes it the first duty of • 
nations to defend their sovereignty, and who 
even denationalizes the .ships of those who 
will not subscribe to the opinion ? — JjJut it 
has been said that the '' United States 
had nothing to complain ofagainstFranceV* 
Was tht? capture and condemnation of a 
ship, driven on the shores of Fhance by 
stress of weather, and the perils of the sea 
— nothing ? Was the seizure and seques- 
tration of many cargoes brought to France 
in ships violating no law, and admitted lo 
regular entry at the Imperial custom- 
houses — nothing ? Wat the violation of 
our maritime rights, consecrated as they 
have been by the solemn forms of a public 
treaty— nothing ? In a woid, was it no- 
thing that our ships were burnt on the 
high sea,s, without any other offence than 
that of belonging to the United States; or 
other apology than ,was to be found in the 
enlianccd .safety of the perpetrator ? Surely 
if it be the dut}’^ of the United Stafes to 
resent the tlieoretical .usurpations of the 
British Orders of November 1807, it can- 
not be le.ss their duty to complain of the 
daily and practical outrages on the part 
of France 1 It is indeed true, that were the 
people of the United States de.stitute of 
policy, of honour, and of energy (as has 
been insinuated), they might havj^ adopted 
a system of discrimination between the 
^.vo great belligerents; they might have 
drawn imaginary lines between the first 
and second aggressor; they might have 
resented in the one a coiidnct to which 
they tamely submitted in the other, and 
iq this way have patched up a compromise 
between honour and interest equally weak 
and disgraceful. But .‘«uch was not the 
course they pursued, and it ia perhaps a 
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necessary ronsequcnce of the justice of 
ihoir measures that they are at this day 
an independent nation. But I will not 
press this part of my subject ; it would b*' 
affrontfiil to your KKuellencv (knowing as 
you do, til It tlioie are not. ies> than one 
hundred Ameriran ships wit Inn Ins Ma- 
jesty ^s possession or that of his allies) to 
multiply proofs that tiie United Stales 
have groundsiof coaiplalnt against France. 
— My attention is necessarily called to 
another part of the same paragraph, which 
iminediately follows the fjuotjtion al- 
ready made : — ** As soon,” says your Kx- 
celluncy, as his Majesty was iiitbrmcd 
of this measure (the noii-iiiti-rcourse law), 
it became his duty to retaliate u])oii the 
American vessels not only within his own 
terniones, hut also in the countries under 
his inflneiice. In the poits of Holland, 
Spain, Italy, and Naples, tho Ameiican 
vessels have been seized, hebausc the 
Amg icans seized French vessels.*' 

Tho'^e remarks <11 vide thems(‘lves into 
tlie follow ing lieads : 

1st, The right of his Majesty to seize 
nnd condemn American \es.sels within his 
own territories. Cd. The right to do so 
within the lerritorics of liis allies; an<l, 
3d. The reanm ot that right, viz. be- 
cause Americans had seized French ves- 
sels/' 

^ The first of subjects lias been al- 

ready exaiu'ined ; and the >econ(l must be 
decided like the hist, since his Majesty's 
rights within the limit-? of his ally cannot 
be greater tl<mi w ithin his own! If then 
it has been shew'ii, that the N<»ndnter- 
coui.se Law" wa.s merely defenstve in its 
object; that it was but inUiidcd to guard 
against that state of violence whicli uii- 
bnppily prevailed ; that it was restricted 
in operation to the Jicrrilory <jf the United 
^^tales, and that it was duly pnnniilgatr-d 
there ami in Europe befoie exec ution, it 
will be almost unnecessary to i\ j)eat, that 
atlaw of such description cimuot authorise 
a measure of reprisal, equally suiid« n and 
sibmt ill ii.s enactment and application, 
founded ^in no previou.s wrong, jirodiictive 
of no pixxious complaint, iu><l operating 
bi'yuiid the limits of Ins Majesty’s terri^ 
torics, and within tho'-e of Sovereigns, who 
had even invited the commerce uf the 
United ‘States to their ports. 

It is tlierefore the third subject only, 
the reason of the light, which remains jo 
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be examined ; and with regard to it I 
may observe, that if the alleged fact which 
forms this reason be unfound<‘d, the reason 
itself fails, and the right 'with it. In this 
view of the bii-<iiiess I may be permitted 
to empiire, when iind where any seizure 
<»f a Ficucli vessel has taken place under 
the non-intercourse law ? and at the same 
time to express my firm persuasion, that 
no such seizure has been made : a persua- 
sion founded alike on the silence of the 
(iovcriimcnt and of the journals of the 
county, and still more on the positive de- 
claration of several wmll-infornied and 
respectable persons, who have left Ame- 
rica as late as the 2fith of December last. 
My conclusion therefore is — that no 
French vessel having violated the law, no 
seizure of such vessel has occurred, .and 
that the. report, w hich has reached Paris, 
is probably founded on a circumstance al- 
together uncrmnectcd with tho non-inter- 
course law or its operation. 

Though far from wishing to prolong this 
letter, I cannot dost' it without remarking 
the great ami siuUboi change wrought in 
his Majesty's sijutirneriTs with reg.inl to 
the defensive sy-vtcm adopted by the Uni- 
ted States. The law, which is now be- 
lieved, to iiirnisli ground for reprisal, was 
commuiiicarc-d to his Majesty in June or 
July last, and certainly did not then ex- 
cite any suspicion of feelings unfriendly 
to ihc-Ainrricaii (Government. Far from 
this, Its ccmimmiication was immediately 
followed by overtuiv.s of accommodation, 
wdiich- tliougli produotivc of no possible 
arningoinent, did not make matters worse 
than they found them. 

On the 22d of August last I was ho- 
noured tvith a full exposition of the views 
and principles which had governed, and 
whicli continue to govern his Majesty's 
policy ill relation to the United States, 
ami in liiis we do not find the slightest 
tiacp of complaint against tlie provisions 
of the law' in qucsti»»n. 

At a period later than the 22d of Au- 
gust, ail Aiiicriciin ship, destined to a port 
ill .Spain, was captured hy a French pri- 
vateer. An appeal was made to his Ma- 
jesty's M mister of War, who, having sub- 
niiuod the case, received orders to liberate 
all Amnican vessels destined to Spanish 
port.s which had not violated the Imperial 
Decrees. 

, CTo be continued,) 


It - fianJen* — Sr.ti! also l>y J. BUDD, Pall-Mall, 
I, rAerlioroupli-cosjrt, rlcet-Sircef, 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Jacobin Guineas. There seems to 

he a sort of fatality belonging to what I 
write. At the moment when I am writ- 
ing about a thing, no matter what^ some 
occurrence is taking place with regard to 
it. In my la.st Number, towards the bot- 
tom of page 1 32, I spoke of the Jew, who 
had been, some months before,- prosecuted 
for selling guineas for a price higher than 
their nominal worth in bank notes. I ob- 
served, that, though a bill of indictment 
had been found against him, I had not 
heard that he had boon brought to trial ; 
but, that tlie pro^jocution itself, though 
Jeft in that state, w^ould be quite siifTiciont 
to prevent an open traflic in guineas, and 
that, such being the ca«e, the possessors 
of guineas would inevitably hoard or sums;^ 

V/hile I was v\ riling this, the trial 

of the Jew, whose name is Df. Yonge, 
was it now appc'ar5, actually going on, itt 
Guildhall, bclore the Lord Chief Justice, 
w’hcre the man wa.s. by a Special Jury, 

found guilt i/. Tlfls trial, considering 

the nature and hearings of the cpiostions 
connected with it, 1 hesitate not to pro- 
nounce the most important that has taken 
place for many years ; for, as to the 
trials in which Mu. Wardle, and I, have 
been concerned, they were tilings which 
all the world understood ; and, with regard 
to no part of which was any man in the 
nation, however blind and stupid, at all 
deceived. But, this trial of De Yongb has 
ciicumstances belonging to it, which are 
not geiiferally known ; and, besides, there 
will, in all human pi obability, consequences 
afisc from it, that will be most sensibly 
fejt. This being my opinion, I cannot 
refrain from beseeching the reader to be- 
stow on the sul)jcct his serious attention. 
Before I submit, upon it, any observa- 
tions of my own, 1 sliall, agreeably lo my 
usual custom, insert the fullest report tliat 
I have been able to hud of the trial itself; 
Legging the “reader observe, however, 
that 1 do not give this report a* thing 
for thft correctness of which I am answer- 
^ihJe. It is a jmfthcaiien, wliich I find hi 




the new^s-papers ; as such I give it, and as 
such I shall comment upon it. For aught 
I know, it may be partly incorrect ; or, it 
may be false altogether. I take it as I 
find it published in print, and in the news- 
papers of the day; and, as such I shall 
make it, perhaps, a subject cf criticism. 

''Sale of Guineas. The King 

" against James De Yovge. — The IX- 
" fendant was indicted for unlawfully cx- 
" posifig^ to sale a certain quantity of ilie 
" current coin of the realm, called guineas, 
" and disposing of them at £ \ . 2#. Qd, ; 
" the standard, by his Majesty's projcla- 
" mation, having been settled at«£ 1. Is. 
" — Ml* Attorney General stated, that 
" this indictment was founded on the Act 
''of the .5th and (ilh of the reign of Ed- 
" ward the Sixth : \vhi( h enacted, that if 
any peiaoii gave more, or disposed of 
" any current coin of the realm for a pro- 
" fit, or gave or received more in exchange 
" than was auUiorizecT by the standard 
" which was fixed by royal proclama- 
" tioi^, he or they should be guilty of a 
" misdeiyeanour, and be liable to the con- 
" fiscatioii of such coin so exchanged, and 
" be sqjqect to a fine auvl imprisonment 
" for such ollriicc. The chief object of the 
** Act was to prevent persons coliecling and 
" disposing qf ' the coin qf the leahn to^rsons 
leaving the kingdom ; he was sorry to say , 
'* that latterly it hud become a prevalent 
" trade. It was unnecessary for him to 
" state hoiv injurious it iivis to the nation at 
" large, and particularly- lo (he commercial 
" part of the communily-. He woMd 
" prove that the Defendani had carried on 
" this illicit trade to a great extent. The 
" Commissioners of the Mint had got in-. 

formation of it, and wisely provided for 
" his detection. It w'as unnecessary for 
" him t€> slat6 the circumstances, as they 
" would be detailed in evidence., Hv was 
" afraid that this traffic had bee» loo long 
“ carried on without being detected; it et * 

'« counted for the circulatioit of British gold 
" on the X'Ontinent, and its disappearance at 
" hornet He had not a doubt, that when 
" the Jury were in possession of the cicr 
" cuinstances of^lie case, they^ would find 
F 
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** theDefend'aat guilty.” Mr. Leonard, 

from the Council Office, produced the 
Gazette containing the proclamation of 
" George the First, dated from Saturday 
" the 2 1 St of December, to Tuesday the 
^ 24th, in the year 17l7,settlingthes*tand- 

" ard'of a guinea at \l. 1 #. The pro- 

** clamation was read by Mr. Lowlen. 

Mr. Markyatt, Counsel for the Defon- 
** dant, objected to it as proof, as tlic in- 
** dictmciU set out that it was proclaimed 
under the Great Seal, and there was no 
proof tliat the IVoelamatioti in The Ga- 
zette had the Great Seal affixed to it. 

** Mr. Attorney- General was hap- 

** py this objection had been taken, for it 
** was impossible that the Sovereign could 
issue a Proclamation without its passing 

V under the Great Seal Loro Ellen - 

BOROUGH — ” I am convinced that the 
" Proclamation published in a Gazfette, au- 
** thorised by His Majesty, is sufficient 
** proof, and we are not at this day to 
ddubt that Proclamations do not" go 
'' under proper scrutiny. It is the only 
•* mode thtf Sovereign has of communicat- 
" ing his wishes to his people. I am con- 
vinced that The Gazette is good evi- 
dence of the existence of the Proclama- 

tion.” jNIk. Attorney-General— 

ft it Lord, I have got the original Pro- 
** clainaliori, with the Seal affixed to it, in 
** Court; but I wished it to be laid down 
” by your Lordship, that Tlie Gazette was 
'' good evidence, that it might act as a 
precedent in other places whCre they 
•• have not the advantage of your lordship^s 
** presiding.—A/r. Edivard C. PJivell de- 
posed, that he was Assistant-Solicitor to 
*« the Mint ; that from some information 
which came to the Office, he gave iii- 
*• striictiuns to two y:ien, of the names of 
** Caul and Nash, to proceed to the De- 
fendant’s house, on the 20 lh of Decein- 
*• her last, and purchase some guineas. 
I 41 order the better to disguise them- 
selves, they both spoke the Dutch lan- 
guagp. Caul was to perform the part of 
‘ a Dutch Supercargo, who could not 
** speak English ; ana Nash to act as his 
" interpreter. He gave Nash 59 /. in 
Sank of England Notes, which he took 
an account of, and made Nash examine 
'' them with him ; he also gave him two 
Bank of England Dollars, whicli he 
marked* They went to the Defendant's 
** house; he attended in a coach at no 
'' great distance off, accompanied. ^ a 
“ person of the name of Browne, an officer 
“ of ShaUweil Police-office* Upon a pro- 


“ concerted signal being given, he went 
" to the Defendant's house, and foimd that 
Leadbeatcr, u City Marshal, who accom- 
panied Caul and Nash, had the Defen« 
** dant in custody. Leadbcater produced 
" .50 guineas, which he said he took from 
“ the person of Caul. Tlie witness asked 
Nash wl'.o Caul had received them from ? 
** he answered, from the Defendant, and 
that Caul h.id paid him 5(3/. 5s. for them 
** in notes, and a Bank dollar. He asked 
•* the Defendant if it was true ? he said it 
wail ; but added, that the difference be- 
tween 52/. IOj. and 5(U. Ss. was given 
him by Caul, as a present for the ex- 
** change ; that he had not charged more 
than 1 /. l.L for each guinea. Leadbeater 
then produced a parcel of Bank of Eng- 
“ land notes, which, he said, he took from 
/'a drawer in a bureau in the room. 
They were the notes the witness had 
given to Nash ; there were three short. 
** He asked the Piisoner if he had any sil- 
" ver ? lie put his hand in his pocket, and 
brought it out full of dollars and other 
^‘silver. The w itness took from amongst 
" them the dollar he had marked. He 
** asked the Defendant if he had much 
more gold ? He shewed him a bag con- 
(aining 90 guineas; a second, containing 
*• a great quantity of half-guinoas ; and a 
'' third with seven-shillings pieces. Thera 
" were several empty money-bags in the 
room. The three other Bank of Eng* 
land notes were produced by Leadbeater; 
he lu(»k them from Caul, with the 

other Bank dollar. J. Caul fully 

corroborated the evidence of the last 
** witness, as to his and Nash's instruc- 
" tions. • When they went first to the 
" house of the Defendant, they saw his 
wife. Nash said the witness was an 
acquaintance of his, just come from 
Holland, fiihe inquired from the wit- 
" ness what he wanted he replied, in 
" Dutch, a little gold ; she asked who re- 
commended him, in the same language; 
'' he answered Capt. Kaysoll, who was 
" gone to Gottenburgh : she shewed them 
“ into the parlour, and sent a boy for tha 
Defendant, who shortly made his ap- 
'' pearance, and asked nearly the same 
'• questions his wife had' done. He said,. 

he knew Captain Kaysoll. The witness 
" told him he hoped he would let him 
have the gold on the same terms as Cap. 
tain Kaysoll. The Defendant answered, 
" he Qould not; he let him have 9<)0 gui- 
" neas, at an advance of Ir. 3d . ; hut thet 
'' price had rose, and he could not take 
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less than is. 6d. advance. The witness 
** told him he must even agree to that ; 

for paper would be of no use to him in 
''liolland; and he only wanted .50 gui- 
** iicas. The Defendant gave him the 
** guineas and he paid him 9GL in notes 
" and 5s. by a Bank dollar. The De- 
** fendant told him he must take care how 
he took them out of the country, for by 
the law of the land he was not entitled 
" to take more than five. He told him he 
need not be afraid, for he would wind 
them round his waist. Nash said he 
knew a better way than that, for he 
'' could sew them in a garter and fasten 
" his stockings with them. The Defend- 
" ant^s wife said she knew a better way 
" than either, and asked the witness if he 
^ did not wear a cushion in his necl^- 
handkerchief; he answered in the af- 
** firmative. She brought a piece of flan- 
nel, and rolled some shillings in it, and 
'' said, Thus you may put your guineas, 
and when folded in your handkerchief, 
“ it will be beyond suspicion.’^ The wit- 
• ness proposed they should have some- 
thing to drink, which was sent for. 
They took a glass of rum a-piece. The 
Defendant requested that the witness 
« would recommend some of his country- 
men to him, and, by mentioning his 
** name, it would be a passport. Nash and 
the witness were going out of the street 
door, attended by the Defendant and 
his wife, when tSey were all shoved 
'' back by Leadbeater and Browne ; the 
Defendant seemed much frightened, and 
'' whispered the witness ih Dutch to say, 
that he did not give more than^U. D. for 
each guinea. On his cross-examination 
he said he gave bank-notes for guineas, 
'' and not coin for com.— Leadbeater and 
Nash corroborated the evidence of the 
V other two witnesses.— -Mb. Marry att 
said, the exchange was admitted ; but 
he had humbly to submit to his Lord- 
'' ship, that the indictment could not be 
maintained. It was founded on an Act 
'' of Parliament which was nearly obso- 
** lete ; the Act stated that it was uitlaw- ^ 
'' ful to exchange gold com for silver, or 
silver coin for gold, for profit; but not a 
** word was mentioned of bank-notes, they 
could not be contemplated, for they 
” were unknown for many years after ; 
“ and by the statute, the penalty was as 
great on the purcisasee as on the pur- 
chaser.— Lord Ellenboroocu — " if 
you wish, Mr. Marryait, you caneavet 
this point ; not that I bold a doubt of 


its invalidity, but because we have a 
" vast deal to do, and there will be more 
time to argue it in terms ; 1 have not a 
" doubt but the statute was intended fof 
the exchange of the truck of the then 
present day ; but 1 think it wide enough 
'' to admit Bank-notes, or even gross goods, 
if ft is agreed to take a certain valud 

" over the standard curiency.^^ Mr. 

Marry ATT — 'Ihe only reason, my 
lord, that 1 should wish to argue the 
** question now is, that the Defendant is 
** liable to a specific punishment, if fougd 
guilty, and the Crown may arrest Iiim.^' 

Mr. Attorney General — 1 will# 

** my Lord, do'awa^ with Mr. Mafryatt’s 
** uneasiness, for 1 will give my promise 
'' the Defendant shall not be disturbed 
until after his Counsel has an oppo*r- 
tunlt^ of moving for a new trial. He 

** is already under bail.” Lord Ellen- 

** BOROUGH — “ Gentlemen of thre Jury, 
“ 1 am of opinion that the Defendant 
" did receive more than he was allowed 
by the Proclamation ; aqd I would 
** recommend that you should find your 
verdict as such; at the same time I will 
** wave the point for the Defendant ; 
but don*t let it be understood that lam qf 
opinion that it is not a breach qf the sta* 
lute, 1 would not wish it to go abroad 
that there was any doubt upon the sub- 
ject,/br it is a most injurious traffic.**—-^ 
The Jury returned a verdict of— 

" GUILTY.” Here are two disCnct 

questions presenting themselves for dis« 
cussiog; a question of loM, and a ques- 
tion of political economy, the former of 
which, as being of the least importance 
(though by no means unimportant), we 

will first dispose of. De Yonce was, 

it wouJd appear from this report, in- 
dicted on an Act of Parliament of the 5th 
and 6th of Edward VI. And, in this re- 
port, the reporter makes Mr. Attorney 
General” say, that “ the chi^ objeCtof 
'' the act was to prevent persons collecting 
** and disposing of the boin of the realm 

to persons leaving the kingdorm.’* As I • 

said before, I do not give this as a correct 
report; but, be it what it may, I do not 
understand the meaning of words, or, the 
Act, which this Jew is said to have been 
indicted, has no such meaning as this- 
But, that the reader may be able to judge 
•for himself, the besl^way is to lay the Aot 
before him. — Whereas in ^he Parliae 
** mdAt holden at Westminster the 2.5th 
vear of the reign of king Edwvird the 
**\^'bi***I» I* accorded. That it should 
’ ■ o 
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" be lawful for every man to exchange 
" Gold for Silver, or Silver for Gold, or for 
Gold and Silver, so that no man did hold 
** the same as exchanged*; nor take no 
" profit for making such exchange, upon 
" pain of forfeiting the money so ex- 
** changed, except the king’s oxcliaugcrs, 
** which take profit of such exchange, ac- 
cording to an ordinance before that 
“ time made ; which statute notwiihstand- 
** ing, divers covetous persons of their own 
" authorities have, of late, taken upon 
“'^iheni to make exchanges, as well of 
coined gold as of coined silver, receiving 
** and paj'ing therefore move in value than 
** hath been declared by the King's Pro- 
clamation to be current for wiihin this 
".his realm and other liis dominions, to 
" the gieat hindrance of the Coiijmon- 

" wealth of this rc«'tlm. Be it, T^-IIlRE« 

" FORE, enacted, that, if any person, or 
“ per«ohs, after the first day of April next 
* coming, exchang*', any coined Gold, 
" coined Silver, or money, giving, receiving, 
" or paying,\\\\y more in value, benefit, pro- 
" fit, or advantage, for it, than the same is, 
" or shall bo, decloivd by the king's pro- 
" clamation to l)c current for within this 
" his Highness's reidm, and other his do- 
** minions, that then all the said coined 
" Gold, Siher, and yioncy, so excinnged, 
" and every pait and parcel thereof, shall 
be forfeit, and the parties, so olfonding, 
*' shall snfler imprisonment by the spate of 
" one whole year, and shall maktf fine at 
" the king’s pleasure."— -Such is the 
Act, on w'liicli, it seems, De Yonoe has 
been inilicled ancf found guilty, the fact of 
his having oxchangi d, or sold, guineas 
for a |Vico higher than the one fix<*d 
in the king’s pmekmation not being 

denied. -But, the cpiestion is, and that 

is a <*]Ucslion yet to be argued, it ap- 
pears ; the question is, whether this 
x\ct^ of LJward VI, can be construed 
in sr.ch a way as to extend to an cxchatigo 
ef g dd or silver coin against paper currency. 
Not only is there, in this Act, no meiiiion 
of putper-mSney, or of any thing but coined 
gold and silver ; but, it is a truth perfectly 
notorious, that no such tlfing as paper- 
money existed at the time when flic Act 
was passed, and, what is more, such a thing 
never had Existed at that time, either in 
England, or, as far as we can gather from 
history, in any other country upon earth,* 

The Attorney General is, as was be^ 

fore ob.served, represented, by the re- 


* That is j hold a common exchange. 


porter, as having said, that " the chief ob- 
" ject of the Act was to prevent persons 
" collecting and disposing of the coin of the 
" realm to persons leaving the kingdom/* 
Whence is this conclusion drawn ? On 
what premises is it founded ^ There is not, 
in the Act, a word respecting the expofta- 
lion of coin : not a w'(»rd about coin being 
taken out (f the kingdom: such a conse- 
quence of the prohibited exchange is 
not even glanced at in any part of the 
Act. Nay, I cannot see how the Act 
could possibly have such an object in view. 
Instead of such being the chief object of 
the Act, it does not appear to me possible, 
that it was any object at all of tl.e Act. 
For, why should such work l>c carried on 
for the purpose of getting coin out of the 
kingdom ? If a man had wanted to carry 
or -end coin out of the kingdom, why, in 
the name of common sense, should he go 
to exchange it into other coin f Had there 
been, ind<,‘eii, a puper-money in the king- 
dom, an«i a paper- money not exchange- 
able into coin at the will of the holder; 
liad this bee!» the case in the reign of Ed- 
ward VI, there would, then, as now, have 
Ix'en some sense in exchanging one sort 
of money for the other when a man want- 
ed to send money out of the kingdom, be- 
caiHe one sort would pass in foreign coun- 
tries and the other would not ; but, when 
nil was coin, what sense could there be iu 
making an exchange, for such a purpose ? 
This, however, has nothing to do with th© 
law i)\ the matter, Dk YoxNge being in- 
dicted for unlawfiiliy exchanging coin; and 
not for exporting, or attempting to export, 
coil), which is a quite distinct offence, and 

made so by other acts of parliament.- 

If further illustration of the meaning of 
this Act of Edward VI. be wanted, we 
have, I think, only to look back to the Act 
of Edward HI, out «»f which it grew, and 
solely to add to the penalties of which it was 
clearly intended. Tins is it. Statute V, 
Chay)ter r^. That it shall be lawTul for 
" every man to exchange Gold for Siher, 
" or Silver for Gold, or for Gold and Silver, 
** so that no man hold a coinmon Exchange, 
‘‘ nor take no profit for making such Ex- 
" cliange, u(»on pain of forfeiture of the 
" money so exchanged ; except the king^s 
" Exchangers, which take profit of such ex- 
" change, . according to the ordinance 

" aforc-made." Now, is it not evident, 

that this applies td a state of things, 
wholly different from the present state of 
things ? There were, when this and the 
other Act were passed. Exchangers ap- 
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pointed by the king. Arc there any now? 
And, the objects of the acts were, to pre- 
vent people from being cheated in the ex- 
change of money, but, more particularly 
to prevent individuals from sharing in the 
profit of exchanges, whici) profit was a branch 
of the kiiig^s revenue. Is there any such 
thing now ? And could the makers of 
these Acts have a state of things like the 
present in their contemplation ? The of- 
fence contemplated by this Act, is, the 
doing of that by an unauthorized individual, 
which the king^s ofiicers only were author- 
ized to do. But, arc there now any king’s 
officers regularly appointed to do tiiat 
which De Yonge has done ? Arc there 
any officers now appointed to exchange 
bank-notes for gold ? Yet, would not this 
be necessary, in order to make these Acts 

bear upon the case ? So liiuch for the 

question of I^AW, wliich I may now, I 
think, safejy leave to the ilecisioii of any 
man, who has plain comnioii sense fur his 
guide. The question of political economy 
is of anaiuie to require gi eater powers of 
mind, or, at least, greater attention, in the 
discussion of it. — Thereport, which I have 
inserted above, represents the Attorney 
General as saying, that “ it was quite 
** uniweessary ioY him to state how injurious 
** the practice’' (of selling guineas) “ was 
to the uaiion at large, and parlicularly 
** to the commercial part of the commu- 
** nity.”— Yes, this was indeed, (|uite un- 
necessary, seeing ihi^t the man was not tried 
for injuring the merchants, but for violating 
a written /riw,aiid whether his conduct had, 
or liad not, a tendency to injure the mer- 
chants, that had nothing at all to do with 
the question of guilt, which the only 
thing, upon which the jury had to decide. 

Mr. Attorney,’^ as he is called, saiil 
well, therefore, when he said, that it was 
unnecessary for him to state the injurious 
eflects of I)e Yonoe’s traffic. Nor would 
be have dune ill, if he had wholly held 
his tongue upon the subject of those ef- 
fects ; for, though 1 have been uncom- 
monly diligent in my endeavours to dis- 
cover how such a practice as that of De 
Yonge could possibly be injurious to 
nation at Inge, and especially how' it 
could injure coiniiiercial people more than 
others, 1 have not been able to make any 
such discovery. The judge is also repre- 
sented as having said, that the traffic is a 
" most injurious ii atfic but,* as in the* 
case of LVIh. AttoRney, no rcasor^ is given 
in die report, to show how stich a traffic 
operates iiijuriousjy. Mr. At/oujiev 


is represented as having said, that he 
was afraid that this traffic had been too 
« long carried on without being detected ; 

it accounted for the circulation qf British 
" gold upon the continent, and its disappear^ 
ance at home,** Indeed ! So 1 the selling 
of guineas to people who take them on 
board of ship and sail down the Thames 
with them accounts for the said guineas 
going out of the country ! Bless us, wii^t 
a discovery ! Wei), but, let us hope now, 
that since the “ learned gentleman ” has 
pronounced this to be an injury to* the na- 
tion ; yes, let us hope, that we shall liejr 
no more about guineas being an encum- 
brance, We were wont to hear such 
bragging assertions about the super-ex- 
cellence of bank-paper, and to be so abus- 
ed for pretending that it was depreciating, 
that,^at last, some people seemed to wish 
never snore to hear of coin ; but, now, 
behold ! we are told by thq Attorney Ge- 
neral, that the sending away of guineas, 
the getting rid of the ** encumbrance, *•* is u 
great jnational injury, and is particularly 
injurious to the commercial p?Lrt of the com- 
munity I Let us hope, then, that the author 
of '^Guineas an encumbrance,” will, in 
future,be more cautious as to what he writes; 
for, ] think, he may be fairly looked upon 
as an abettor or instigator of De Yonge. 
That no law can prevent the exporta- 
tion of the coin, vvfiile the paper-money 
continues to circulate in such quantities, no 
maTi can, I think, seriously doubt. It i^ 
notorious, that the Jews go on board of 
the ships at Spithead, when the latter are 
about* to sail mr foreign parts, and openly 
sell the gold and silver at an enormous 
premium. This fact, I remember, was 
Slated to me very much in detail so long 
as about six years ago. Indeed, how should 
it be otbeiwise ? IV a ship or a regiment 
be paid olf in paper- money, of what use 
IS that money to the sailors and soldiers, 
when they arrive in Nova Scotia, in 
Canada, in Sicily, at the Cape of ^iood 
Hope, or, any where else abroad ? What 
are they to do then ? Why, change their 
paper into coin to be suref And, who 
will do that for them without a premium ? 
It is nonsense to suppose that any body 
will y and, of course, they must keep the 
useless paper, or must give such premium, 

But, is it; not, after all* that I have 

written, upon this subject, and afttr all 
that we have witnessed ; is it uot, after 
all this, a waste of time to insist upon the 
great and immutable principle, upon 
which these operations of sale and expor» 
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tation of coin take place? In 1804 a 
** teamed friend*^ and a member oF the 
Ilonourab\e House, famous for the making 
ot poetical puns, took it into his noddle to 
cry out against the " disloyal people,” 
who were then hoarding the coin, in which 
cry he was joined by Mu. Addinoton, 
who, however, h.id too much sense not to 
discountenance the idea, hinted at by Mh. 
JtKVLL, of passing a law to put a stop to 
th(? practice. A law to prevent hoarding ! 
Why not a law to prevent a man from 
doing wiiat he pleases with his house or 
hU land or his any thing else ? Next after 
this would have come the code of Robes- 
pierre. " Disloyal!*^ Why, the hoarders 
w^^re, and still are, chiefly the old women, 

whose loyally is proverbial. No, Mr. 

Jekyll, it is not disloyally that makes people 
hoard : it is human nature : it is the first 
law of that nature ; self ‘preservation f 'I he 
next law, the desire of gain, makes peo- 
ple in more active life sell and export the 
coin. • And, unless you can change human 
nature, Mr. Jekyll; until you can, by 

f mnning poetry or plain prose, elf.ice these 
aws from the human breast, it will be full 
as well for you to hold your tongue with 
respect to the ** disloyalty” of putting 
one's guineas into a che.st and locking them 

up, when one pleases, ^'fhat the paper- 

money has depreciajxd is jrroted by the 
common practice, of selling the coin for 
more thatrits nominal value in the paper- 
money. The cause of this depreciation, 
and also the cause of the migration* of the 
coin, were, I trust, so folly and clearly 
slated in my Register of the 28th oi^ July 
(this present Volume, pages 108, 109, 
and 1 10,) that there is no longer any good 
ground for dispute upon those points. If 
those causes were, then, rightly stated, 
can it be believed, that the depreciation 
of the paper, or the migration of the coin, 
can be stopped, or even checked, by any 
powers of the law f 1 he words taken for 
jny ifiotto (and which, owing to an error 
of the Printer, w'ere incorrectly inserted 
last week) express, very forcibly, the opi- 
nion Burke as to the eflect of the law, 
when used for the purpose of giving vali- 
dity to a paper- currency. Burke, you 
know, was no Jacobin, He was ihe^ mor- 
tal enemy of Jacobins. Hear Awi, then, 
if you'will Hot hear me.-—- - The moment 
the assignats in France began to depre- 
ciate, that moment the coin began to quit 
the country. It went off in every direc- 
tion, ami in all manner of ways. To Eng- 
land it emo in bamlSf many hundreds of 


which were received full. All the coin, 
down to the very lowest size and sort, dis- 
appeared at last. We see, loo, that our s 
is going in the same way. Be Yonge, it 
appears, had even sevjcn shilling pieces for 
.sale. This is the natural, and ineviuble 
progress. It must be so, while men arc 
prone to pursue their own private interests ; 
and, we have now the proof, the legal 
proof, of the truth of what I have all along 
been asserting. The trial of Be Yonge 
has brought us acquainted with the detail 
of the operation of .selling coin. We here 
behold the parties at work. We see the 
Jacobin Guineas come forth from their 
retreat in the Jews* bag ; and, under the 
auspices of Mrs. Be Yonge, make pre- 
parations for their voyage. Mrs. De 
Yonge appears to be a gieat practical 
political cecoiiomist. A lesson or two from 
her would be of great benefit to the 
learned friends” of the Edinburgh Re- 
view, v\ ho are mighty talkers about capital, 
and with whom the paper-money system 
is a great favourite. Mrs. Be Yonge 
would soon put them right as to these 
matters, if they were not too conceited to 
listen to her. She would teach them how 
the capital of the nation was increased by 
putting guineas into the stuiler of a neck- 
cloth. Oh ! the incomprehensible non- 
sense that these pretenders to profundity 
have talked aboutthe powers and the ble.ss- 

ings of capital ! To what an extent 

even the coins of smaller value have been 
hoarded or exported must have long been 
evident to the public in general from the 
almost impossibility of getting change, upon 
any terms whatever ; but, 1 think, that it 
is not generally known, because it was 
not, until within these few days, known to 
me, that, in England, the piece.s of paper- 
money had already been carried so low as 
seven shillings. That such is the case, in 
one part of the country, at any rate, will 
appear from the following, which is a 
copy of a note now lying before me. 
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I Promise to pay the Bearer on demand 
for Value received, 

Tunbridge- Welli, 21 day qf July 1810. 

For Jas^ Sprange, Sam^ Guy 

'I ^ '' JuV Sprange 

Mnt* J, CliffordL 
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Now, I ask the reader, whether he can 
believejtto be possible, that gold and silver 
coin will circulate in company, and upon 
par, with paper like this ? Well, then, if 
it will not circulate with such paper, what 
is to become of it ? Must it not go to the 

hoard, or to foreign parts ? Here, then, 

I think, we have the whole of this subject 
of Jacobin Guineas completely before us ; 
practice as well as theory. Tlie latter wc 
were long ago masters of, and Mr. and 
Mrs. De Yoiige have now put us in com- 
plete possession of the former. There re- 
mains but very little more to belaid about j 
paper^nmiey, the nature of which seems now ' 
to be pretty generally understood, and the 
final consequences of which seem to be 

pretty generall}^ anticipated. There 

appears to me to remain for discussion 
nothing but the question, iiheiher if be tvise 
to adopt any measure tending to extinguish the 
country banks. 1 mean, wise in those who 
wish to see the paper system upheld. This 
question has been started in the Morning 
Post news-paper, and, in a way, that 
would almost lead one to suppose, that it 
^ was intended to feel the public pulse upon 
the subject. That print began, as was 
noticed by me, page 72 of this Volume, by 
calling the country bank notes '* destructive 
assignats,** and to recommend their *Uibo- 
lition/* as the only means of reinstating 
** coftmercial confidence.** This was in the 
Morning Post of the 19th of July. This 
object has been lahpured at in several ar- 
ticles since that date. These articles, in 
which the country bank-notes are called 
vile, dirty rags,** I shall notice in my 
next ; and shall endeavour to make the 
question between the country^money and 
the Thrcadncedle Street money as clear as all 
the other part of the subject now appears 
to be to almost every reader. 

Commerce WITH France.— — It is stat- 
ed, in the news-papers of the 9th instant, 
that our government have agreed to admit 
French wine to be brought into England ! 
This is something well worthy of atten- 
tion. The following are stated (o be the 
conditions, upon which licences may be 
obtained for trading with France. — 'rhet 
if France would agree to admit one-third 
of the tonnage of vessels from England 
** in colonial produce, British mantifactures, 
** or East India goods, Government would 
** permit such British vessels to import 
" one-third of their return cargoes in wM 
** (brandies are ^)rohibited as^ befori^) ; 
'*and the remainder in graift, Jiour, Sfc.** 
So ! their stomachs are come to ft last ! 


Oh ! \ye were to ruin France ! we were 
to annihilate her commerce ; we had do|ie 
both : we were to plunge her into the very 
^dph of bankruptcy : we had done it : w e 
were at one time, to starve her. Aye, 
were we ! Aye ! and, if the above state- 
ment of the Morning Post be true, our 
stomachs are now brought to boar even 
French wines, provided Buonaparte will 
consent to take some of our goods, and 
let u$ have some of his com to eat. The 
logic, too, by which this measure is justifi- 
ed, is truly curious. Observe how the 
writer endeavours to prepare us for a rejec- 
tion of even this humiliating offer; anci, 
what a w'ay he goes to work to console 
us for such rejection. " Such an arrangc- 
" ment would be at least as useful to 
** France as it would be to this country. 

** France has an abundance of wines aifd 
** grain, and it is understood that the far- 
'' mer and the wine grower are unable to 
pay the imposts laid upon them, •because 
they cannot find a market for their pro- 
** duce. While she has this abundance 
of her own produce, she is in the greatest 
** leant qf colonial produce, *wilh which 
we abound. It would seem therefore 
natural that she would, with the greatest 
readiness, accede to an arrangement 
which oilers ttmtual advantages ; but if 
Buonaparte had been influenced by a 
desire to benefll the commerce of 
France, would he ever have imposed 
" spuch restrictions as he has imposed I re- 
striciions by which he has brought the 
'' trade of his own subjects to ruin, hoping 
th^ their ruin w'ould lead to ours. The 
** experience of every year has or ought 
** to have taught him the folly as well as 
the cruelty of his system, but, with aa 
** obstinacy that frequently marks the con- 
'' duct of men Who have been guilty of 
** erroi's, he still persists in it. It is tiiis 
'' mutuality of aavantage oifered by the 
** present arrangement, tliat will in all 
** probability induce him to reject id He 
will not confer a benefit upon France if 
'' England is to derive the slightest profit 
from it — at least such is the opinion we 
•» are justified in entertaining. — However, 
we are glad such an arrangement is to be 
piDpoiH^ to him, because if he reject it, 
it will aflbrd the people ,of France a 
'' proof (though we should •suppose tivey 
hardly want any) of his utter tnafit^ition 
" to every thing that cun really cont^'ibute to ihew 
** comfort andprosperity.**^^^^^^^* mind, 
here is this ministerial paper praising a mea- 
sure, which it \vo\M be to 
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Fiance; which would enable her farmers 
and wine growers to pay taxes to Buonaparte 
that they are now unable to pay; which would 
furnish her with things qfiohick she h in the 

pieatc^it want. Ah! Indeed! 

And does this ministerial v riter; does this 
f'.irious hater of Buonaparte, really praise 
a measure like this? Yes; and he* '^ays he 
i:; g/hd, that such an arrangMiient i'^ to be 
]»voposc(l to that same Buonapaite ; he is 
gtad that such immense advantages are 
4)ilered by us to Buonaparte. OIi, yes, 
will he say, ** but the arrangement olfeis 
** pmtual advajita^^cs.” He afterwards 
says, that FiigLuid i\il! derive the slight^ 
** cst profit from Ihit, suppose tliis to 

l>e a slip of tlie pen; suppose it to have 
arisen from a little overacting; and kt 
us take it for granieil, that the advantages 
wbuld be mritual. ^^'hat follows from ^hatr 
Why, that the measure would be taeful to 
England; that it would enable some of our 
people to pay taxes to the government that they 
are nail' unable to pay ; that it would furnish 
us with things qf which we are in the ^^eatest 

want. Ah!, Indeed! And do 

these ministerial writers; do they allow, do 
the ** loyaV* allow, that such is our situation F 
What would they have said of if I had 
represented England as being, to this ex- 
tent, in the power of Buonaparte ? 

Either we are thus in his [>ower, or we arc 
not : if \/e are not, tfien ..he arrangemenl 
is not mutually advantageous, and we are 
making a sacrifice to Buonaparte i and'; if 
wc are, then what a fine pass havowe at 
last been brought to by those who con- 
stantly reject the advice of Sir Fwmeis 

Burdett ? Surely these writers did not 

foresee this dilemma, wdien they were 
talking ftf the ruin that Buonaparte had 
brought upon the commerce of FVaiice 
What assurance or whal ignorance! What 
a complete want of sense in themselves, 
or what a contempt for their readers, 
when, in this same article, they could talk 
of ihk errors,^* the ** folly ” of Napo- 
leones commercial restrictions; resliic- 
tions, through the means of w-hich our mi- 
nisters have been induced to make to him 
BJi offer to admit French wines into Eng- 
land ! Nay, at the very moment when the 
intention to make this proposition to Napo- 
leon is announced to the public, an oppor- 
tunity is takm to say, that « the people of 
France can want no proof of his utter inat~ 
** tention to every thing that can really con- 
tribute totheirconifartandprosperity;”ip\d, 
upon this groundf it is predicted, that he 
will hot consent to the arrangement. Yet 


this writer says, tliat he is glad, that the 
arrangement is to be proposed to him- 
This is, I suppose, what is called loyalty* 

ill the highest strain. What a liking 

we have takfii for the people if France all 
at once! How anxious we aie to make 
cxclianges with thorn for the “ mutual ad- 
“ vaiUaf'O^^ of the two nations ! How desi- 
rous wti are to see them comfur table and 
prospi runs ; and how t in aged at Buonapaite 
upon the bare su'^picion, th.it he will thwart 
this new endeavour of ours to “ contribute 
** to their comfort and prosperity This is 
the age of hypocrisy and meanness. After 
wh'^t we have said and done, wo ought to 
sulkr every thing short of absolute staiva- 
\atum, r.dher than apply to the French for 
broHil. But, if we lio apply to then,, 
i 1 the name of manhood, let it not be 
done under the liy pocritical pretence of 
wishing to contribuLC towards the>r com- 
fort and prosperity, when the people of 
France must recoli. ct the eiulcairour* 
made by our government, not m iny year> 
ago, to depiive them of tho means of ex- 
istence ; or, at any rate, to starve them 
into submissiim ; not an endeavour con- 
trary to the Jaws of war, peihap.3, but an 
eudeavour th«* remombrance of which 
ouglit to bo f]iii‘fr putficient to rcsirain us 
from the usc of language lik«* that now 

used by this writrr. Belare t fpiit tin.? 

subject, let me call ilic readcr^s attention, 
for one moment, to the Imposior- Pamph- 
let, published in America, but, unques- 
tionably mauufactuied hero, and bent over, 
^Mor more graco/^ as Master Mathew 
says, to be publibhed in Philadelphia. 
This writer’s business being to shew the 
people England, and not tho people 
vt' America, about whose opinions lie cares 
nothing at all : his business being to shew 
the people of England, that the Kevolutioa 
in France has produced great evils and 
nothing but evils ; and, more espcciully, 
that the taking of the enormous wealth away 
from those who were enriched Ijy the spoils qf 
the nation, lias been productive of great 
it[jury to the people ; a pretty dillicult 
thing, indeed, to make appear, or to make 
any man of common sense believe ; but, 
this being a favourite object with him, 
and the object, perhaps, which, for obvi- 
ous reasons, his setters-on had most at 
heart, he has uHd a good deal of his 
sort of theoretical reasoning fur the pur- 
pose of effecting that object, of which rea- 
soning itv would be verf easy to shew the 
absurdity, the gross, the almost matchless 
ignorance. We will, fur the present^ 
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content ourselves with one specimen, fur- being the upholders of the farmers ? 
iiishcd us in a passage immediately con- What will the fectosqfer say to the^cr 
necird with the subject now before us. here proclaimed by the writers in Eng- 

The author asserts, that all public- land; aye* and those of the most « loyal'* 

spirit has been extinguished in France ; cut too ? To be plain w'iih him, where, 
tliat ail influence of public opinion is except amongst bis abettors and applaud- 
gone; that the great towns have fallen ers, the Edinburgh Reviewers, will he find 
into depopulation and decay; that a stock of brass sufficient to look in the 

culture has declined. Then he goi s on to face that public, whom he has lent his 
account for this decline of agriculture in hand in assisting to deceive ? How dis-* 
particular; and, 1 do beseech the reader graceful is it to this country, that, at the 
to pay a little attention to his Edin- very moment, when it is making over- 
burgh- Review-like theory. “The* first tures to Buonaparte, in wfiich it proposes 

" spring," says he, " of industry is the to make great sacrifices /or the sake of 
'' certainty of enjoying its fruits. Capital getting a little qf his corn, a publication 
** is e^Hcru 'inX io ihii prospciHi/ of agriculture should be going forth, and industriously 
" in France : but the few capitalists who circulated, representing the agriculture in 
‘'remain in the proviiuial cities and in France as being in a state of ruin! How 
" the country, are t'jo prudent to expend disgraceful this is to our public character !. 

« their wealili in the cultivation of large One more remark. We offer, it 

" estates, w hich may be at any nioiiier-.t, seems, tb take French wines, upon condi- 
wrested from them, by a ncic revolution, tion that the Emperor Xapoleon wiji per- 
or by the rapacity of their rulers. Tlie niit us to send some colonial jnoduce, 
t* great proprietors, as Ims been already Now, mark. We, last winter, refused to 
** mentioned, are few tii number. They, renew rfie act for preventing the distilling 
together w'ith the monied men, reside of corn in Ireland, and for ca&sing 
chiefly in the metropolis, and arc wholly and molasses to be distilled in the place of 
" inattcntivctoagriculiural pursuits, Tlieir corn. This w^e refused; and, accord* 
" fortunes flow from th(?m through chan- ingly, they are distilling corn in Ireland 
" nels which convoy but little aliment to now, to the rejection of sugar and molas- 
« the labours of the farmer. I scarcely re- ; and this, you will observe, is going 
" marked a single landholder of any con- on at the very time that we are supplicat- 
" sequence, engaged in tilling on a large ing Buonaparte to take sugar and molasses 
" fir<i/>ro5pccm'cp/«7z, or even applying his and ^ 2 tx ws corn for it ! We will not use 
" surjjlus income to the embellishment of his our colonial produce in our stills and keep 
*' grounds. From these and various other our corn* to cat in bread ; but w'e make 
emwes, AGR 1C ULfU RE LANGl'IJ>HKS whi.skcv of our corn, and then throw our- 
** in almost every part of the empire. In one selves al the feet of our enemy, and beg 
» tliousaiid eight hundred and seven, the him to let us have some corn in exchange 
principally cnltiva'.cdd^xvomen : for colonial produce! Aye. and with this 
—.the long succession of wars having staring tlie world in the face, our minis* 
" swept away that male population, which, tcrial writers have tlip modesty to talk of 
" under the auspices of a pacific govern- die **follf ' and ** crueitf* of Buonaparte's 

nient, would now have been the instru- commercial measures. Before I take 

" merit of an nnequalied |»rodriciioa of the my leave of this subject, I must observe, 

" best fruits of the earth." Now, what that / do not object to the propositioi# in 

says the Mor.ning Post What says our itself. If Napoleon has more corn than he 
own ministeri'^d w'ritcr, as I have quoted wants, and wc more sugar than we want, 
him above ? What does he say to the it is very natural that we shoqjd wish to 
agrieultural state of France ? Why, that ^makc the exchange proposed, and espe- 
“ France has an abundance of wine and cially at a time when it is likely we sliuil 
<* grain that ** she has an abundance of experience a great w^ant of corn. I com- 
‘* ktr enm produce?' What w ill the au- mend* the mlniaters for making the propo- 
thor of the Impostor-Pamphlet say to ^al- 'Qul, at a time whentliey are making ^uck 
this } What, in the face of these dcclara- « proposal, let not the prints efevoted to 
tioiis, made byouTOwn ministeviakwriters, them speak of the French as a people 
he, or can he say ? What now' be- steeped in misery, owing to the ** folly'* 
cornesof his fine Edinourgh-ReYjew theory and cruelty" of him to whom this propo- 
about the necessity of capital to the pjros- sal is addressed ; and let not encourage- 
perity of agriculture ; about •^capitalists" ment be given* to Impostor-Pamphlets^ 
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describing thi agrievkure qf France in a de- 
clining and even a perishing state. For, 
while it is totally impossible, that this can 
do us any good, it must, I think, expose 
us, in the end, to the derision of the whole 
world, and particularly of our enemy. 

Portugal and Spain I slated in 

my last, at page 145, that, as far as relat- 
ed to the state and operations of the ar- 
mies upon this great theatre, I only pre- 
sumed to retail, at second-hand, and in 
compact parceNj what was issued cuit from 
the great manafactorics. The last parcel 
I retailed was closed at line l^ud, page I4t, 
the last packed up commodity being the 
account of the amusing desertions from, and 
the perishing state of, the French army. 
- — This agreeable iiitelligerice was soon 
followed by other, not jess agreeable ; 
and, since the closing of my last parcel, 
the great manufactories have pronYol gated : 
" — that a dreadful action was fought, on 
the 19th and 20ih of July between the 
British, the Portuguese, and Spanish ar- 
mies (under Romana) and the iTtmch, in 
which the 'latter sustained a loss of tuehtj/ 
thousand men, and the whole of his bag- 
gage and artillery, w hich intelligence was 
received by a respectable Hume in the City, 
and was brought to Portsmoulli by a Spa- 
nish Vessel j that no such battle, nor, 

indeed, any battle at all, had taken place; 

that, if my Loid Talavera should rc- 

treut trora necessity or discretion, he would 
certainly conduct it in a toare/y and orderly 
manner ; — —that there was no ground for 
any apprehensions as to the result of the 
campaign on the frontiers of Portugal ; 

■ that we ought still to '' cVmg fondly** 

to the ^ hope, that the cause of Spain and 
Portugal was 710/ desperate; that inde- 

pendently of the natural strength of Por- 
tugal, there are various fortified places, 
which are adequately garrisoned, and must 
be regularly besieged, among which are 
Elyas, Almeida, Peniche,St, Julienand Ca- 

ceres * that besides we have complete 

inilit; ry possession of the country; that 

all its resources are at our disposal 

that the people are hearty in the cause, 

and strenuous in their exertions; that* 

wc hare again a large fleet, and the whole 
sca-coast is within our controul : that 
under such and all these circumstances, it 
would be bastardly to despair of the fate of 

Portugal ; that it is quite clear on th§ 

other hand that the French have not yet 
collected troops enough to conquer. Spain 

and Portugal at the samje time ; 

that as long as we can hoki Portugal, they 


cannot subdue Spain, and if they weaken 
themselves in Portugal, in order to con^ 
quer Spain, they will then lose Portugal ; 

that our great advantage consists in the 

extent of the Peninsula, and in unabated 
spirit of the people zxid their dauntless reso- 
lution to resist; that the French cannot 

be every where, and the moment they quit 
one quarter, the people will rise again, 
knowing they will have our assistance, 
and then the French must return to put 
them d'jwn anew, while they leave room 
in otlicr quarters for the explosion of the 
same s«.nrinjciit,, and the operation of simi- 
lar events; that a letter from a Spanish 

general of the highest integrity and 
courage, and whose opinion deserves the 
highest respect, says, that, at no tune have 
the aflairs of Spain been viewed by him 
in so favourable a light, and that this is the 
critical moment for making exertions to 
save the Peninsula, the people being all 
well-dispo.sed, anrl wanting nothing to in- 
sure success but an ally in uirnest and ten 

millions of dollars i'vomSouiU America; 

that this letter, written by a person as re- 
markable for his caution as Jns sincerity, is 

certainly chicring; that ministers are 

disposed to exert themselves to second the 

Spaniards; that several cl our greatest 

generals have been ordered to proceed 
forthwith to Cadiz, with every soldier in 
England who shall be judged fit for ser- 

vice; that the general opinion at Paris, 

a few days ago, was„ that the war in Spain 
would lie jyrotracted Such is the intel- 

ligence issued, since my last, from the 
great manufactories. It is called “ cheer^ 
ing ;** but, if 1 were permitted to oiler an 
opinion about it, I should say, that I am 
unable to discover any grounds of joy in. it. 
There, doubtless, are such grounds^ else 
these manufacturers would not say so ; but, 
in defiance of all threats, I will say boldly, 

t hat Ido not see them. 1 do not pretend to 

any knowledge about campaigns, and es- 
pecially campaigns in Spain and Portugal ; 
but, if a retreat is now to be expected, and 
naturally looked for; if our army is to re- 
treat before the army that took Rodrigo, 

I am unable to beat into my head any 
reason whatever for our army's having de* 
layed the beginning of its retreat, until Rod* 

rigo was actually taken. However, as all 

the people of Portugal are " hearty in tftc 
came** ps ** all the resources of Portugal 
"are at our disposal,'* as. we have such 
complete ^miluary j^ssessim of the coun- 
" try,'' and are covered by so many strong 
^‘fortified places, which are adequately gar^ 
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risonedy ifwould, as the Morning Post 
saysj be dastardly to despair of the fate qf 

l^rtugaiy ^At any rate, whatever 

may be our opinions ; whatever turn our 
speculations may take ; be our hopes or our 
fears wliat they may ; 1 trust we shall not 
lose sight of^c/5, and, above all things, of 
that most important fact, that we, the 
people of this kingdom, are now paying 

thirty thousand PORTUGUKSE 

TROOPS, stated to be serving in Portugal, 
nr, at least, for the defence of Portugal, 
besides our own army, which, agreeably 
to the documents laid before the Honour- 1 
able House, was to consist, and, most 
likely, dne, consist, of another THIRTY 
THOUSAND MEN, also paid by the peo^ 
pie of this kingdom. 

General Sarrazin. Perhaps, upon 

some future occasion, I shall bestow a co- 
lumn or two upon this gcmb man. At 
present, I shall only notice a passage in 
his “ Letter to General Bi-onaparte/^ 
He is speaking of Biionaparie^s designs 
against his life; and he says: ** You had 
^^»our private reasons, which will be known 
*• some time hence : I saio them m your 
eyes, w hen you reviewed at Boulogne on 
** the 25tli of May. Fouohe uould not put 
me under an arrest, }iEcMJSE yoti onlyxjoent 

upm SUSPICION.'^ Indeed, General ! 

what, then, Buonaparte cannot cause people 
to be imprisoned upon suspicion f Really, if 
thi.s be what you are going to tell the peo- 
ple of Ireland about Buonaparte, I much 
question whether you will be looked upon 
as a very useful missionary. You here 
tell the world, in so many words, that 
Buonaparte, though he so anxiously desired 
to oppress you, could not get yoii^put into 
prison upon the bare allegation of his suspicions. 
And you are going over to tell the Irish 
such things as this, are you, in order to 
make the Irish hate Buonaparte, and to fill 
them with a horror of his government? — 
Why, General, you have said, in this one 
sentence, more in favour of Napoleon and 
his government, than tjic Moniteur has 
said in favour of them during the last seven 
years. I see, that, if the news-papers 
speak truth, you are dining with Sir 
Robert Wilson and Mr. Croker. Dine 
upon your own words for once. General ; 
for, if w'hat you have said about Buona- 
parte’s tvant power to imprison you, be 
sutFered to pass un-eaten, you wjil have 
been the best friend he ever had in Eng- 
land. • ^ • 

Corn Crops. 1 insert below a letter 

from Mr, Arthur Young, which will be 


[m 

read with great interest. I notice it under 
this head merely to direct the reader’s at- 
tention towards it. Let those, who have 
had the baseness to accuse me of ma~ 
and, some of them, of ** disloyal,**- 
views, in stating my opinions about thc^ 
produce of the approaching harvest, now 
turn their arms upon Mr. Young, who, 
it will be seen, commends my line of con- 
duct in this respect ; says it is the on'y* 
safe way of proceeding in such a c«i >e ; 
because, as 1 myself had said, it may do 
much good, and cannot possibly do any harm, 

1 am sincerely sorry that any expres-* 

sion of mine should have given Mr. 
Young a moment’s uneasiness: such an 
cRect was far from my intentions : 1 have 
derived great pleasure from the perusal 
of his agricultural writings ; and, though, 
i havo diflered, and still do djlFer, from 
him as to some points, 1 entertain a very 
high respect for his literary talents, jwhich 
are of a cast lo dignity subjects in their 
nature low or trivial, and not, like those 
of Mr. Curwen, which give to dirt a dou- 
ble degree of dirtiness. 


TO THE 

READERS OF THE REGISTER. 

Many Gentlemen iiave, by letter as 
well as verbally, proposed to me the put- 
ting forward a SUBSCRIPTION, for the 
purpose of indemnifying me an<i my fa- 
mily agafinst the heavy expences and Joss, 
which have been, and must be, incurred, 
in consequence of that prosecution, the 
nature, the progress, and the result of 
which are too well known to be here 
dwelt upon. — It must be manifest id every 
one, that these expeqpes, including all the 
various sorts of them, will extend to seve- 
ral thousands of pounds, besides the loss, 
which I must sulFer in my concerns at 
home, and, indeed, in many ways, wh^ch 
cannot well be mentioned, and which it is 
not at all necessary to mention, or to hint 
at, to those who have ever knov^ji what it 
is to be so situated as to lead the world to 
^bclieve^ that pecuniary distress, if not rum, is 
even tke^ possible consequence, — I am, how- 
ever, ■ happy to say, that I have been 
not only able to withstand 'all pres- 
sure of the sort here alluded to ;*but, that, 
\vithout any ^extraord inary aid, from any 
quarter, I should feel confident ol my 
ability, to proceed, and, with the blessing 
of continued health, make a suitable pro- 
vision for all i»y children. Yet, though 
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l neither feel, nor dread, potci iy, I do not 
think that 1 ought to neglect any means, 
consistent with honesty and honour, to guard 
myself, and, which is of more consecjuence, 
my against it. My health, thank 

God, is as good as ever it was. But, I 
have no security for either health or life, 
any more than other men ; and, if I were 
now to attempt an insurance upon iny life, 
'Newgate would tell pretty strongly against 
me. It is, therefore, impossible for me 
not to feel an anxious desire to see 
my family, at least, guarded against 
^he certain expence and loss above- 
mentioned. But, I have, as has been stat- 
ed to two in particular of the gentlemen, 
who have proposed the Subscription ^ an 
objection to that mode of obtaining iudein- 
jaiiy. There is, however, another mode, 
which, though, perhaps, attended, «in the 
end, with little positive and nVimericai 
gain, jvould answer all my views full as 
well, while it would remove every objcc- 
fiori, which the mode of iSubscription pre- 
sents. It is this : upon reviewmg my 

stock of ptinted books. I find that 1 liave 
a number of SETS OF THE REGISTER, 
from its comraeiicemcnt to the present 
time, which by rc-printing one whoU* Vo- 
lume and part of another, I can make 
complete. There will be in each .set. 
Seventeen Volumks, ih-i price ot’ whicli, 
bound in the usual way, will be, what 
it always has been, 25\ guineas; 
about one third of which goes to the 
book-binder and the publisher, Exclusive 
of the cost of paper and printing. The 
exact number that I have of tliisfi Sets 1 
do not yet know, but, this I know, that, 
when these are di-sposed of, there will 
never be another complete copy to be 
sold, as 1 shall now, have cV^ry set that 
can be completed made up and prepared 
for sale.— In the course of a/eio years all 
these Sets would be dispoaC«l of in the 
iidi'al course of br)ok-selliiig ; but an 
medtme sale of ' the whole would, fium the 
considerations before- mentioned, produce 
gr’ at convenience to me, be.iidos the case 
of mind t which would arise fiom rellect- 
ing on the security that it would give to' 
my family, in case my long iij^ipriEon- 
ment should, as I trust it will not, be at- 
tended with con.sef|ucnces fatal to myself. 
fSuch Gentlemen, therefore, as wished for 
the opening of aSuhscripiion for the pur; 
po;<e above iiientioned, will, in this mode, 
have an opportunity of doing that .which 
will be equally advantageous, and much 
more agreeable, to me ;*aiid, all that I I 


^Letter from Mr* A. Young* 

shall say, in the way of request, is, that 
each individual dif*\iosci\ to further the ob- 
ject ill view, would recollect, that, in 
this case, as in all others where .sucCi s< 
depends upon tiu*. co-operalion of many, 
each individual, so disposed, shouhi lt)ok 
upon that success as depending wholly 
upon himself 'y and should conclude that, 
unless he act up to his wdshes, every one 
else wmII conlent himself with wishes 
alone. Tlie Sets are now completing ai. 
fa#t as possible, and will be ready for <le- 
livery on the 1^/ qf September, Me.ssrs. Bao- 
SHAW, of Brydges Street, Covent Ganlen, 
and Mr. Budd, of Pall Mall, will, of 
course, receive applications ; but it is not 
intended to make any list of names, as in 
the case of a Subscription to a Work; and, 
indeed, if gentlemen choose rather to send 
their orders through their own Booksellers, 
or Newsmen, either in town or counliy, 
it will be equally agreeable to me ; only, 
tliat it would, for the sake of regulating our 
preparations^ be desirable for the orders to 
be notified to Mr. Baoshaw or Mr. Budd 
as soon as possible from this time ; and, 
at any rale, before ihv frst of September, 

\Vm. COBBETf. 
Stale Ft ison, Newgate, Friday, 
loth August, IS 10. 


Let TER FROM Mu. Arthur Young. 

Sir; — You may imagine the surprise I 
felt, at seeing the ,()o»ucript of a letter, 
every word of which was private, find its 
way into the newspapers : my imprudent 
correspondent had asked in a postscript to 
his own Icltcr, is Cobbetl right in what 
he says of the crops?** the answer was 
dashed ulli as private replies often are. 
But 1 was more particularly hurt, bcciuse 
I conceived, that when there is the lea.st 
doubt respecting crops, there is but one 
safe language to iiold publicly; that which 
is most likely to create alarm : should a 
crop prove greatly deficient, the only re- 
medy is a diminished consumption, and of 
cour.se, the sooner that begins the more 
edcctual it must prove, as 1 have shevvii 
more than once on former occasions ; for 
this reason I was glad to see your appre- 
hensions in print, as they might do good, 
and could not possibly be the cause of 
any evil; further, being connected as I 
am with a board of very extensive corres- 
pondence, more reliance might be placed 
on my opinion, tlianSt personally merited ; 
aiu| this a'dded to the impropriety of the 
publication. But, Sir, there is one pas^ 




sage in your remarks, which is the chief 
inducement of my taking the pen at pre- 
sent ; I shall not attribute his contemp- 
tuous expressions to thecircumstance of my 
being lodged in Newgate for twr years, just 
two (lays before his letter was written/^ 
No, Sir, I am not so base as that ; for I 
should merit the heaviest denunciations of 
your vigorous pen, if I felt any thing in 
my heart approaching to such meanness ; 
and I do assure you, that had you been 
resident on your estate, in Hampshire, you 
would not have been troubled with a line 
from me ; but labouring under the evils 
of a very difFerent situation, J desire to 
remove the remotest suggestion of.such an 
idea: nor am 1 altogether pleased with 
your epiihet of “ eonleinptuous ex- 
pressions;’' for in ti ulh tlicre w as no 
feeling of contempt in the case ; the 
words are common, arnl used upon a 
thousand occasions without au}^ mark of 
contempt ; and this is so true, tliat it 
would have been more just to yourself, 
had you omitted those words; millions 
fTJa}', and do difler fiom you on a variety 
of topics; many may tlnidc your political 

f )rinciples highly dangerous ; but it is not 
ikely any should hold you in contempt. 

I have the honour, &c. Arthur Youno. 
Bradfidd Hall, Angus t 10, 1810. 

P. S. You would have received this 
note sooiuT, but I have been tormented 
with a perpetual blister for an inveterate 
rheumatism, which leaves me scarcely 
power to dictate ten lines. 

PAPER CURRENCY.- 

Sir;— No essays in your admirable 
Register^ ever attracted more attention, 
than those in your last numbers relative 
to our circulating paper medium : And 
for this obvious reason, because that, on 
matters of trade and commerce, our de- 
ductions and analogies are more defective 
than on an^ other rational or practical 
subject.-— All, Sir, that I shall presume to 
submit, may happen, either to illustrate 
some of your positions, or to urge a fur- 
ther examination of the others. 

Of the latter description, I shall solely 
submit, but with confidence, “ That an 
encreased internal reciprocal contldeiice 
" and credit, like that which generates 
130 millions (for ki notes, bills of ex- 
** change, and exchequer bills, vfe have 
“ that amount in Great Britain onl}-^ in- 
stead of 10 or 50 millions of specie as 


formerly, does, in fact, add so imicli 
“ more to the aggregate powers of a coun-^ 
try, provided that we possess the actual 
assets cf such a substitute, and that our 
“ external commerce is kept within thd 
" boundaries of advantage.” — You say 
that the latter is not the case. I have not 
the means to disprove it If you are cor- 
rect, this substituted medium is already an 
evil of the first magnitude : If, however,’ 
you are not so, your direful apprehensions 
fall to the ground, unless indeed your ob- 
jectionable positions can be further illus- 
trated. — Perha[)s, Sir, you will admit that* 
all property is either real, as specie, fandf 
or merchandize, or it is derivable from a 
credit or a confidence — the visible sign of 
which is mcTely a paper ledger or a paper 
note of hand. — Here then is the distinctiorb 
hetwc<?i^ money and paper. The former 
is transferable to any clime ; the latter, ai 
in tiie awful cases of America |md of 
France, is incessantly liable to be depre- 
ciated either by timidity or by caprice ! — 
A wise*people, then, would not recur to 
the latter, but as a temporary sdccedaneum; 
and this very truth was acted upon when 
the Directors of the Bank publicly pro-* 
mulgatcd, at the stoppage of payment, 
Tiiat such suspension should only con* 
tiiiup a very short period.” — Why have 
I a confidence in paper, or give a credit ? 
Because that I believeil that my papei 
could be realized, or, (as in credit) that 
the debtor has some actual l/ana fide assets. 
But, instead of a confidence of 12 months, 
if I iii^ that such debtor takes a credit of 
as many years, it certainly then becomes 
a subject of most serious alarm. — During 
this 12 years. Sir, nearly 800, qountry 
banks have been brought into embVio, by 
the scheme and liberality of the Discount 
Office in Threadneedle- street. It is too 
many by 700. A certain (luantity how- 
ever were absolutely necessary, to protect 
the Threadnecdle-street note from 4hat 
false fabrication, which would have inevi- 
tably ensued, if the illiterate and ignorant 
in the extremes of the empire U^d not en- 
joyed their local note, which, from its 
contracted circulation, it would have been 
futile to imitate.— I will now descend into 
the country ; and my vicissitudes of life 
shall not prevent me from giving you 
I what I found the stale o£|bankiiig (ea 
[•years ago. I have minutfry cxamincif 
j my books ; and I find that on many occa* 

1 sions,* in a circulation of niy bank notes^ 
through a county (I mean KcnQ where I 
did not posses? a single acre of land, ot 
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from 40 to c^.OO^OOO^ I did not keep a 
higher balance to meet the payment of 
my notes, than I- 10th or a 20th, and 
sometimes only a 40th part of such circu- 
lattoa.-— Perhaps critics will cry out. You 
obtained yonr reward. Did this prosper ? 
y«k When 1 closed the concern, I had 
withdrawn every note : And if adversity 
has subsequently visited me, 1 beg to refer 
*such critics to a petition, which I purpose 
submitting to the Parliament, and that 
will embrace subjects of great national 
importance. Thus much, then, for one 
Vact of country banking. — Your position. 
Sir, that paper does not bear an adequate 
value with the precious metals, is, in my 
opinion, self-evident, and 1 always take 
this criterion : calculate the production 
•and the imports of corn for any six years 
before the bank restrictions, whkh shall 
tally with the total quantity of the last 
six ye^rs,an(l then see whether the loaf was 
not Is. 3f/. lower in the former period, 
than in the latter. — Indeed, Mr. Cobbett, 
it is high time that wise and good men 
should deej^ly investigate this problemati- 
cal ‘'great good/* as some say, and, 
" great curse and calamity,*^ as others 
pronounce, upon the Paper Currency of 
the United Kingdom. — The importance of 
the subject is my apology for this long 
letter, i am, Your •admirer, 

S. F. Waddington. 

London, Aug, 0, 1810. 

CIRCULATING MEDIUM. 

Sir ; — permit me to attempt to corrobo- 
rate your observation in your last Register, 
that the inundation of paper has driven 
the gold and silver away. I happened 
lately to receive in that elegant retreat of 
taste and fashion, Tunbridge Wells, a 
bank note for seven shillings, and 1 found 
that to this envied spot annually come 
som^ 2^)0 of the first families, and such 
has been the increa.sed scarcity of small 
apecic., (guineas we now rarely see) from 
then- importing their K5 to ,£.20,000 to 
expend around them, that the community 
have heartily consented to accept of this 
beautiful substitute, rather than cydanger 
the' loss of such valuable customers. But 
here it is Enclosed.* — ^This note, however, 
h not an o^inal discovery. Such pre- 
cious trait|»Mf national prosperity hav& 
been occasionally introduced into other 

* The copy of the Seoen Shilang bank- 
note will be bpeu in the Suiftmary, p. 172. 


districts of the kingdom. — Perhaps, Sir, 
you may have original ideas on the emis- 
sion of small notes: The inquisitive 
world will be anxious to receive instruc- 
tion from your pen. — 1 am. Sir, yours 
truly, Patrick Dowlas. 

IVailing Street, Aug. 8, 1810. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

PoRTiiGAL . — Extract qf a Dispatch from 
Lieut.- Gen. Lord Viscount Wellington to 
the Earlof Liverpool; dated Alvetca, iith 
July, 1810. 

The enemy passed the Agara in force 
on the morning of the tth instant, and 
obliged brig. -gen. Craufurd to fall back 
with his advanced guard to the neigh- 
bourhood of the fort of La Concep- 
tion, which had been occupied by a part 
of the third division ot infantry.— In 
making this movement captain Kraucken- 
burg and cornet Cordeman, at the head of 
a small body of the 1st Hussars, had an op- 
portunity of distinguishing themselves 
making a gallant charge upon a superior 
body of the enemy.— Upon mentioning 
the 1st Hussars, it is but justice to inform 
your lordship, that they have been with 
the advanced guard throughout the winter, 
and have performed their duty in the 
most satisfactory manner. — ^The 8d batta- 
lion of Portuguese Chasseurs, under lieut.- 
col. Elder, had ako an opportunity of 
shewing their steadiness during this move- 
ment of the advanced guard, and the skir- 
mishing of the enemy which attended it.— 
The 1st Hussars had five men and three 
horses w6unded, ami the 16ih Light Dra- 
goons three horses killed. 

Alverca, llth Jz/fy.— Since I wrote to 
your lordship this day, 1 have received a 
report that Ciudad Rodrigo surrendered to 
the enemy yesterday evening. There was 
a large practicable breach in the place, 
and the enemy had made preparations for 
a storm ; when marshal Ney having of- 
fered terms of capitulation, the garrison 
surrendered. — ^I'he enemy took up their 
ground before this place on the 2(>th of 
April ; they invested it completely on the 
1 Ith June,and opened their fire upon it on 
tile 24th of Juno; and, adverting tothe na- 
ture and position of the place, to < he deficien- 
cy an I defects of its works, to the ad van* 
tages w^h'ich the eneqpy hail in their attack 
upon it, and to the numbers and formidable 
equipment by which it was attacked, I 
consider the defence of Ciudad Rodrigo to 
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have been most honourable to the gover- 
nor, Don Andres Hervasti, and its garri- 
son ; and to have been equally creditable 
to the arms of Spain with the celebrated 
defence of other places by which this na- 
tion hw been illustrated during the ex- 
isting contest for its independence. — 
There was an affair between our piquets 
and those of the enemy this morning, in 
which the enemy lost two officers and 3 1 
men and 2[) horses prisoners. We have 
had the misfortune to lose licut.-col. Tal- 
bot, and eight men of the 14th Light Dra- 
goons killed, and 23 men wounded. 


America. — Correspondence between the Alar* 
quis Wellesley and Air, Pinckney, and he* 
tween General Armstrong ai}d Air. Se- 
cretary Smith. 

Gen. Armstrong to the Duke qf Cadore. 

(Concluded from p, IGO.^ 

Another American ship, at a point still 
later than the capture of the preced- 
ijlg, was brought into the port of Bayonne, 
Tut having violated no law of his Majesty, 
was acquitted by his Council of Prizes; 
and lastly, in the long conversation I had 
the honour of hplding with your Excel- 
lency, on the 25th January, no idea of 
reprisal was maintained by you, or sus- 
pected by me ; but, on the contrary, in 
speaking of the seizure of American pro- 
perty in Spain, you, expressly declared, 
that it was not ^ confiscation. 

Can proofs be more conclusive than, 
from the first promulgation of the law 
down to the 25th January last, that no- 
thing in the nature of reprisal wac contem- 
plated by his Majesty ? 

What circumstance may have since oc- 
curred to produce a change in his opi- 
nion, 1 know not ; but the confidence 1 
feci in the open and loyal policy of his 
Majesty, altogether excludes the idea, that 
the rule was merely found for the occa- 
sion, and made to justify seizures, not 
otherwise justifiable. I pray your Excel- 
lency to accept, &c. &c. 

(Signed) John Armstron^.^ 

His ^cellency the Duke qf Cadore, Alinister 
of Exterior Relations. 

Gen. Armstrong to the Duke qf Cadore. 

Paris, Alarch 20, 1810. 

‘ Sir; The United States, wishing to ful- 
' l^^eir engagemeifts to the hosiers of 
Jheir public debt in Holland, *biit uiiable 
wom the present state of commerce to do 


so by the ordinary mode of remitting bill^ 
of exchange, found it necessary to enter 
into contracts with certain merchants of 
the said States, to make remittance in to- 
bacco. A cargo of this article was ac- 
cordingly put on board the American ship 
Hero and dispatched for the port of Ton- 
ningen in Denmaik, with orders that the 
net proceeds should be placed in the hands 
of the American Bankers in Amsterdam 
for the purpose above-mentioned. Tho 
passage having been uncommonly stormy, 
the ship much damaged, and the crew 
quite exhausted, the Captain believed it 
to be his duty, on the principle of self- 
preservation, to enter the first port ho 
could make. He accordingly entered 
that of the Texel, and after having taken 
on board two pilots, and being wiuiiii th^ 
fourth* buoy, was captured by a boat be- 
longing to a French privateer. Besides 
the customary papers, all of which are in 
rule, the Hero sailed under a certificate, 
granted by the Government, that * the 
voyago was undertaken for the purpose of 
effecting a national remittance. — 1 have 
thought. Sir, that the peculiarity of the 
circumstances made it proper for me to 
ask a special decission of his Majesty on 
this case, and with this view I have the 
honour of offering to your Excellency the 
present representation* — Accept, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) John Armstrong. 

Ckn. Armstrong to the Duke qf Cadore. 

• Paris, Alarch 21. 

Sir; I had yesterday the honour of 
stating to your Excellency the case of the 
American ship Hero, and reque, sting 
thereon his Majesty’s decision : — 1 have 
now that of informing you that a number 
of American ships,^coming directly from 
the United States to the port of Naples, 
under a promise of protection from his 
Majesty the King, have notwithstanding 
been seized and their cargoes sold for 
the benefit of the fisc.” Nor does the 
injury stop here. Though thus deprived 
of all means of subsisting themselves, the 
Captains have been obliged to subsist the 
crews (amounting nearly to 300 men), 
and are now menaced with a farther ex- 
action for port charges. This, in the 
strong language of one of the Sufferers, is 
literally to strip them nakedT and then 
, demand from them the expence of doing 
so. As the Consular Agent of the United 
States at Naples has made several unavail- 
ing representations on tins subject, to tha 
King, and he •has reason to believe that 
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the system, of which this treatment is a 
branch, emanates from his Majesty the 
Emperor, it becomes my duty to submit 
the facts to your Excellency, and to seek, 
through your intervention, such correc- 
tion of the evil as humanity and justice 
may conspire to dictate. A remark which 
exquisitely applies to the crews of the 
ships captured in Spain and Naples, is, 
That should the vessels to which they be- 
long be confiscated, means ought to be af- 
forded to them of returning to their coun- 
try. in this event, there fore, 1 have to 
propose to your Excellency that two or 
more ships be put at the disposition of the 
nearest American Consul, and permitted 
to sail for the United States, under bond 
for amount of their valuation. — Respect- 
fully 1 am. Sir, &c. d. Ahmstrong. 

' ■ ' - - -r , 

Holland. — iVoc/uwiflf 10??, dated, Amster- 
dam, Ju/y 1 3. 

" Dutchmen; Cliarge<l with the provi- 
sional governnirrit of the kingdom 'of Hol- 
land, we have this day received the order 
nf his Majesty th^ Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, Protector of the (’onfedera- 
tion of the Rhine, and Mediator of the 
Swiss Confederation, to notify to you, that 
his Imperial Majesty, ha\ ing taken into 
consideration the ^tatc of atVairs in Europe, 
the geographical position of HoUatid, anti 
the pretensions of the common enemy, 
has, by a decree, issued from the palace of 
Rambouillet, 9lh July, I .'5 10, resolved, 
that the kingdom of Holland should be uni- 
ted with the French empire : In commu- 
nicating to you the decree, we are also 
charged by his Majesty the Emperor to 
inform you, that his Majesty finding him- 
self compelled to put an end to the inter- 
mediate Governments, which for sixteen 
years have harrassed this part of the em- 
pire, the inhabitants of Holland shall be 
thet^objects of his care, and his Imperial 
Majesty will rejoice as much in their 
prosperity as in that of his good city of 
Faris ; whilst the spacious field, from Rome 
to Amsterdam, which is laid open to the , 
industry of the inhabitants, may encou- 
rage, to look to the period of th« exten- 
sion of th^ir mutual commercial relations 
in those ^gions, which their ancestors 
rendered so renowned, and which have 
carried to so high a pitch the glory of tim 
Batavian and Dutch name. — We finally 
notify to you, that the general gevern- 


ment will continue on the present footing 
until the arrival of his illustrious Highness 
the prince Arch-Treasurer of the Empire, 
the Duke of Placentia. 

(Signed) Van der Heim. 

1 A. J. J. H. Vehiieuen. 

I 

America. — Massachusefs Legislature : jEx- 
ii'act from the Ausueer of the House of 
RepresrAatives to tliL Governor's Speech : 
Monday, June 1 1 . 

" In adverting with your excellency 
to the convul'^ed state of Europe, the mind 
involuntarily shudders at the afilicting 
spectacle. A war exterminating in its 
nature, extends its ravages, and what will 
be its final catastrophe is known only to 
that Being >vho maketh darkness his pavil- 
lion. In the wide rage of iis desolation, 
inauspicious events have rcstilied to the 
best interests of this country. England 
and France, without any pretext or com- 
plaint in relation to our comiuct, on the 
professcfl principle of annoying each 
other, have wantonly introduced a system 
equally repugnant to the usages of nations, 
the immunities of neutrals, and the dic- 
tates of justice. In both nations we per- 
ceived the same spirit, modified to pur- 
poses that will comport with the actual si- 
tuation ol .each. England, on the one 
hand, in the insatiable spirit of commercial 
monopoly, has interfered with some of the 
mo.st beneficial branches of our commerce, 
in onler to atluni her own a more exten- 
sive expansion. On the other, the ruler of 
France, with an ambition as inordinate, as 
his mind is vigorous and capacious, in his 
favourite ?;chcmc of bearing upon the com- 
merce of England, has violated the sanctity 
of neutral rights, and the obligations of 
positive compact. Tiie one with the mas- 
tery of the ocean, and the other with the 
dominion of the Continent, have waged 
war upon our dearest interests, and pro- 
duced incalculable private distress, and 
public embarra:?sment. For cither of 
thorn there is no ap'ology, no excuse, 
which, in the moment of returning reason 
and candour, justice would not blush to 
own. Instead of being benefactors to man- 
kind, instead of promoting the prosperity 
of nations, and extending the circle of hu- 
man happiness, the destructive consequeii- 
ces of their conduct are felt in everr 
quarter of the glohe.^ 

'• * (To be continued,) 
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** Cast, on tlip wildiisl, of the Cyclad iNles, 

** Where never huiiiaii foot had markM the shore, 

•' These riifFijii3 left me— yet believe me, Areas, 

** Sueh i.s the rooted love we Iwar Mankind, 

“ All rufliaiis as they were, I never heanl 
** A sound so dismal as their parting oars.** 

Thomson ; A gam. Act III. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Robert Jeffery. It has been slated 

in the news-papers of the yth instant, that 
Mu. Jackson (our Fuvoy and Plenipoten- 
tiary in the United States of America) has 
transmitted adeposition, made by the poor 
fellow, Robert JiiFFERV, so late as the 
ISih of June lifst, giving an account of 
the transaction " which has attracted so 

" imich public notice** Stop here, 

reader, and mark, for a moment, the 
phraseology of this ministerial writer. 
^flttractcd so nuicli public notice. How 
did it attract notice r lii what way did the 
most abominable act come to tbe know- 
ledge of the public ? It did not suit this 
writer to s[\y : '* the transaction, which, 
" otemg to the humanity and hiUgrity of Sir 
Fr.^nois Rcrdett, has been made known 
'' to the public and the world. Till he 
took up thi'* aflair, no^ a woid did any one 
say about the matter. Lxkf. was tried by 
a court-martial, at Portsmouth, on the .5ih 
and (illi of February last ; and, on the 
2;ird of that month ?)ir iTuiicis moved in 
the Honourable House for a copy of the 
minutes of that court-martial. Rut, first 
of all, he mentioned the matter in the 
Honourable Hou.se; and abked the minis 
ters, whether they meant to take any steps 
relative to it He told them, that, if they 
did not, he should. He accordingly made 
his motion in a few days afterwards. The 
eifect of that motion was the production of 
the proof of the horrid deed of putting the 
poor fellow on slioie upon a barren unin- 
habited rock, and there deliberately leav 
jng him. The publication of the papers 
^ jft the Register of the 17th of March, and 
I hi other public prints, excited a general 
I •deling upon the subject. Still, however, 
^t^hingxxjos DONE, ’till Sir Fiancis again 
1 took up the matter, and, upon his* motion, 
f made just two days before the Hono^urable 
^ouse voted the sending of Iflm *to the 
|*ower, an address W'as presented to*lhe 


^[m 

king requesting him to cause inquiries to 
be made to ascertain the fate of Jeffery. 

The ministerial writer tells the pub- 
lic, that “ Mr. Jackson’s inquicies were, 
of course, made in consequence ojficiat 
directions from home.** Yes ; to be sure., 
they \wtrft ; but, it was Siu Fkancis Bur- 
dett; it was Si ii Francis Burdltt, who 
cau.scd those directions to be given, and 
that, too, by a motion made about 
hours beforo the Honourable Hou.se ‘or- 
dered Imiu to be imprisoned in the Tower ! 

Thi.'{ wiitcr is happy, he tHls us, that 

** the result of ih(‘se inquiries has proved 
so completely sati'^factory as to the exist* 
ence of Jeffery but, he does not tell us, 
what is the jircci^^c ciuse of his satisfac- 
tion ; and, whether his salisiaction arises 
from the safety of Jeffgy, or the safety of 
Lake. Ilis expressions are quite equivocal ; 
but, if the context be examined, 1 think it 
will d\)pear, that he caied very little about 
the poor teaman. He tells us, that Jef- 

fery was 7iine days upon the island, and 
Miipp^Jt-ted himself upon liuipets, and rain 
** watei' from crevicts in the rocks So ! 
This is tieatment for one of our Jolly 
** tars,** is it? Verily, this is a thing that 
ought never to be forgotten. What feeb 
iiigs must not this treatment of Jeilery 
have excited amongst the people of Ame- 
rica; and, especially am^'riigst the sailors 
of New-England I 1 wonder what sor^of 
commentary the author of the Impostor- 
Pamphlet will make upon this transac- 
tion } 1 know, or, at lea'jt, 1 have ^ 

heard, that there are not wanting^ pt?rsons; 
[•wretches, cold-blooded wretches ! let me, 
rather, call them, who scruple not to say, 
that 9ir*Francis’s conduct, a.s to this mat- 
ter, was tnischievoiis ; for, that ihv? exposure 
of Lake’s “ irregularity ” as Shn Alex 
CociiUANE calks it (See Register of 24ih 
iJiarch; 1810. Vol. XVll. p. fO-l), would 
be likely to excite discontents in the navy. 
Never was any thing more detestable than 
this reasoningi a^corJin^ to which no ill- 
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treatment of a seaman by his superiors 
could ever be made a subject of complaint^ 
without the risk of doing harm to the sea- 
service. How much more forcible is the 
r(?asoTiing on the other side ? How much 
more likely are such exposures (especially 
if proper steps betaken by the.govern- 
qient in c on^cq-jcnce of them) to prevent 
jcliscontents from swelling into open mu- 
tiny, by shewing the seamen, tlrat, hoiv- 
ever disiiant from home, when cruelly 
treated, they will, Avhen their treatment 
made known, not fail to meet with pio- 
tection in England. What could possibly 
be better calceJatcd to inspire the seamen 
in gcMieral wltii conhdcnce in the justice ol 
their country, than this vote for an address 
to the king in behalf of u cominiui sailor? 
”^And, I am not easily to be persuaded, that 
the satU/artioii and coniidence of the sea- 
men will be the lesson accounl. of the cir- 
cumstance of the merit oi ilie proceeding 
belonging c\c.lu>i\oly to Sir mcis Bur- 

ileft. Tile poor 1( linn was set on shore 

in Decern l^er, I S07 ; th(* act was known to 
^ir Alex. Oochrane soon afterward.', ; the 
Admiralty knew of it eaiiy in the sum* 
mer of |S(tO; a conrt of inquiry was 
held upon the suhioct in iKeember 
IfiOl); the court rnaiiial was held in 
about two moiitlis ai‘ter.var(.U ; f aUc had, 
f/f/er iLe deed, and eihrrJr^ir Alex. Cochrane 
ktitiv oj it, been pi o. noted from a Cow- 
mundcr to a Po%t i'uptuin. All thisvtirne 
had elapsed, and noiliing at a!J did ilie 
public know of th« matter; till, on the 
23rd of February last, iiir Francis J3uidctl 
took it in har.d. To him, therefore, and 
to him alone, tf;e tl anks of Jefli ry, and 
the liu iiUs of all those who wishv.d to seo 
juhtice d.ono in this case, are due. It may 
be a-iiid, thill any olhe'i member could have 
done the thing' well as he. But, why 
did no oiher member do it? Tlip poive) , 
tl.p capacity, being possessed by uuy otfj- 
jnrtnber, is only another circumsJancc in 
proof of the superiority of Sir Fiaucis 
Burden’s public virtue. When ihp thifr** 
was once 6efore the House (imd had #d- 
ready been placed before the public J, 

Were enough to join iijm in reprobating 
the cruelty of Lake ; but, what .great 
merit was^ there in that? It would have 
been strasnge indeed if no one had joined 
him then. But, who was there that joined 
liinf before ? Was there a single voice 
raised to second him when he fir>.t made 

inquiries into the matter? Tuts is a 

memorable transaction altogether, and 
Riust not sobn be let drup» It is oi^e of 


the thing.s to be kept everlastingfy alive. 
But, it is, 1 should suppose, impossible that 
some further proceeding should not bo 
adopted with respect to it. At an}*’ rate, 
as often as it is revived, cither in conversa- 
tion or in thought, let those who converse 
and think about it, always remember to 
whom wc are indebted for all that has 
been done in this case, towards the ob- 
taining of justice. The f/ioMfr of Jef- 

fery, who is a widow, is alive. What joy 
must it be to her to find that her son is yet 
in cxLtencc! She, too, has to thank Si a 
Francis Burdett, had it not been for 
whom she would, in all likelihood, never 

have he ard of that son again. After all, 

however, let me not he understood as 
stating it for fact, that Mr. Jackson has 
sent home -proof of Jeffery’s being alive. 
I must «fc Mr. Jackson’s report, and ex- 
amine it well, before 1 shall be convinced 
of the truth of what is now reported. The 
shortest wn\'’, and, in every respect, the 
best way, wou'.il be, to bring Jeffery home to 
England, Tiiere can be no reason for not 
doing it. The means are always at harttl ; 
and, there can be only one objection, 
which, indeed, may naturally occur: 
namely, that the poor fellow may be r«- 
solvcfl never again to set his foot in Eng- 
land, or upon any land, or in any place or 
situation, where he may be exposed to the 
possibility of being again pressed on board 
an Engli'tU ship of war; for, though, it 
is to be hoped, tlTat his fears of a re- 
petition of such treatment would be to- 
tally groundless, seeing that Lake is no 
longer in the naval service; yet, no one 
could blame him for eiilcrtaining such 
fears, aiiJ, of course, for resolving never 
to cjuit the C4)unt]y wdiere he now i'?, and 
where, besides being amongst those who 
rescued him from the most horrid of 
deaths. In*, is in perfect security. Much, 
therefore, as one would wish, on some ac- 
countc, to see the man return to Englaud ; it 
\Y*ndd require, wdih me, some time for con- 
toideralion, before, if niy advice were asked, 
I should advise him to return. Where he 
is now, it is impossible for him to fall 
under a pmver sullicient to condemn bitn^ 
without trial, to a desert rock* Where^dic 
is now, he is safe from the operation of any 
such power. Where he is now (in the 
Stale cf Massachusetts it is said) he cannot 
bo exposed to death for having taken a 
drink of spruce be^ that did not belong 
exclusively to him. Where he is now, in 
shwt, if he has not both liberty and pro* 
perty, the fault ia hit, and not that of any 
body else. 
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FAUEvrEtL OF THE Argus. III ano- 

ther part af this sheet, I have inserted the 
Farewell of the famous public print, 
called the AR(iUS. The editor, who is 
said to have been Mr. Arthur O’Connou, 
has not failed to demonstrate, in this his 
last Number, that tlie work dues not cease 

for want of tafents to keep it on. The 

coyness of our public prints, with respect 
to this article, is well worthy of notice. 
They, in general, inserted little fragments 
of it for the purpof.e of speaking against 
it. Most of them meniioned it ; but 1 have 
seen but two TiOndon papers, which have 
given it at^ill length, and those arc The 
Times and ^'he Statesman, the last of 
which, really, talks like a statesman upon 
the subject. It advises all tliose, w'ho wish 
to sec^ the country saved, to read this arti- 
cle, and seriously rejitcl on its contents ; and 
observes, very justly^ that the smile of con- 
tempt, which some of our prints afll ct to 
cast upon this produci ion, w ill not save us. 

• It is, indeed, a most important paper; 

and, think wlnt we will about it, the tf- 
Tlict it will have produced on the continent 

must bo very great. It is quite useless 

for us to call the person who has written 
it ixn unnatural iLretch.** The lidiiiburgh 
Revieweis did the same, in reviewing a 
work of Mr. O’Connor’s on the English 
paper- money. But this, whatever might 
be the justice or the injustice of it, had 
nothing to do witl^the vvnt^r’s./?/iT5 or his | 
reasonings. There niay^ perhr.ps, be two 
opinions upon the subject of IMr. O’Con- ‘ 
nor’s conduct, some persons tliiuking, that 
he ought ^lill to love tlu government, by 
.which he was banished froiji, lynl retid Ted 
an out-rast of, his native country ; while 
others think, that it is most scandalous 
meanness in us, who support .and approve 
of that government, to complain of thi loss 
of his friendship fot' it, and especially to 
make this complaint in l!:e very sam«' 
breath, wherein ive speak of his talents tvith 
contempt. But, in whatever way thi.s 
question iuay be decided ; whatever wc 
may think of Mr. O’Connor’.s motives; 
wheiiier we think his conduct unn turHi 
in the extreme, or perfectly iia'tural ; slill 
bis facts and his argunizuts remain the 
same ; and, we should be very careful not 
to disbelieve that which is true, merely 
because it comes fruiu thUpen of a man,^ 
whom we tiiink it right to spca& of as the* 
blackest of villaiha, and, at the s^me time 
think it quite becoming in* us to* com- 
plain, that he betrays evident marks'of his 
not' loving us, in return for those kind sen- 
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timents. In short, it \a the very licight 

of stupidity ; of stupid, si:n'iele«s, animal 
pride and conceit, and that alone, which 
can induce us to turn a deaf car to the 
writer, merely because wc hate the man, 
W'ho, by the bye, is - totally unafleciea l^y 

our hatred. Besides, wo sbuiu^t, I 

think, be a little cautious how* we .k 
of Mr. O’Connor, while we arc pt clung 
and dining General Saura/.in* ! Tlicie is, 
indeed, some dilUience in their c tses. 
Mr. O’Connor was bunhhed : General Sar- 
raziii came away of his own accord ; t%ok 
French Icavi- ; or, as Vandarnme calls it, 
deserted, Mr. O’C’oiuK.r was forced from 
his native counlryj He was compelled to 
adopt another eoimtiy ; or, have no .spot 
to c.all his country, and he like a a 
w'Rudcrer upon the face of the earth. In ,, 
America theie are Inuuhud'S of Englislj^ 
merchants, a*! siiiiinch l^iiiitcs, ^Yb 1 > ha^ 
not only taken an o:«ih of lidolity to Ine 
United Stale's, but nhn (XVTfJ AfJ- 
.TUHiNG ALL .iLLLLlASCE TO THE 
KING OF KN’r.LAND. There are hun- 
dreil^of these, many of whom have re- 
tm-jujd To En,<;lan:!, and even now cut a 
most conspi('uous figure amongst the 
Turtle Pairi(>ts. 7vJany of those, under 
th( ir American Citizcnr>bip, h wc supplied 
ihc enemies of I^ngland with war-like 
stores. Let the Ldiuburgh Roviewors, 
then, fill upon these fellows, and dis- 
patch them, before they fall upon a gen- 
tiuivirfn who W’as banished from his coun- 
try ; wdio w*a.s compelled lo adopt another 
coui^iV, 01 to have no snot to claim as 
his countr}’, and to become a wanderer 
and a vagabond upon tbo face of the 
earth. Oh ! ''Wicked, malignant wretch I” 
Not ch ose to become a w^auderer and 
a vu.gabond upon the face of the earth I 
But, to choose, rather, to write an 
rxpo. 5 uie of tlie English .systcrh of 
iinanc<^, and to puz'/di* the fc'eloso|crs of 
Ediiibro’ ! Time, which tries all things, 
has tried Imth the work and the criticism, 
here alliuled to; and, in a fuUire Nuiqber, 

I shall shew, that it vvoulit have been 
good for lh'».s nation, had it listened to 
what Mr. O’Connor then wrote, instead 
of ’greedily swallowing what was .said by 
those, who garbled the W'ofk and foully 
abused its author. Txt ifs avoid a re- 

petition of what took place *bem Let 
us, at any rate, m/d what Mr. O Connor 
has written. Let us look upon him as a 
mortal enemy, of our government at 
least ; but, loi us calmly inquire, whether 
be speak truth, and whether he reason 
G'-? 
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correctly. The picture that he exhibits 
isj perhaps, exag^^evated ; the eagerness 
of his wishes may liave bton too powerful 
for his reason ; but is tlierc any man, 
who really feels anxioir; ; who feels any 
portion o^nnxiciy, fur the permanent secu- 
vity of Engl ami against the arms of 
France; is thme any such man, who can 
re^frain from being deeply impressed with 
apprehensions, that the part oftlic article, 
whicli relates lo mariLlrnc force and ope- 
rations, .has but too much truth in it ? 
We do not sec, heca’jse wc will not scr, 
tJie danger to be appiehcjided fiotn the 
inevitably increasing marine of Napoleon. 
It must, if he wishes it, incrca.se to a si/.e 
enormous, and that, too. in a comparatively 
short space of time. There is now nothing 
t<n- Napoleon to do upon the continent ex- 
cept in Spain and Portugal ; aiid,^ Alien 
^hat last continental labour is finished, will 
\here be no apprehensions for Ireland, which 
as we, arc ilaily told, is, even now, agitated 

Viith a Fit nch faction ? What is, in this 

essay, said about the South Americ&n co- 
lonies IS wcdl worthy of attention. It is 
‘what every one of u.s should read^tivciy 
hour in the day ; because there is yet 
time lo avoid or avert what is here pre- 
dicted ; and this is the use, to which sen- 
sible people put the predictions of their 
enemies. I do not say, that, if we had 
listened to Mr. O’Connor in the year 
.180l',.upon the subject of paper-ino*r\py, 
we could have done any thing to greveni 
the acconipli.shment of his predictions; 
but, we should have sooner perceived the 
real state of our a/lairs, and sooner got rid 
of the shacklc.s of delusion. 

CoiiN Ckoi's. In my Register of the 

4lh instant, page li-2, I recommended the 
permiuing of all the soldiers in the kingdom 
to tvork daring the harvest, observing, that 
if it should be catching weather, this would 
make a material difference, in the price of 

brea*’. The news-papers now tell us, 

' tlj-at ai. order has been issued from the 
war -0 ill CO, for not move than one-fuurth 
of each h ’Uialion of the regular infantry and 
ftiilitin stationed in the Kent district to be 
employed in getting in the haiioest, and that 
it is left entirely in the power <>f the 
Coinmuiuling ()niccr w'hether any or 
what par^ of that number shall be so 

empIo 3 'ed.’^ Tliis is something ; and 

especially if the same be done in all the 
other districts. I can see no reason why 
the whole should not have such permission; 
and, 1 shall not be ftjpund fault with, in 
tUis instance, by the ministerial writers. 


who tell the public; who are labouring 
and sweating like negroes to hammer it 
into the heads of their readers, that we^ 
are in such a state of safety, in England, 
that we do not want a single regidar soldier 
" in the island.” This is, indeed, some- 
what different from the opiniot]|S of Mr. 
Attorney Gencrtil, and Judge Grose ; but, 
this is what they say; that we do notwant 
a single regular soldier in England, of any 
soit vjhaitvcr, and tliat every regular 
soldier ought to be sent out of it, to learn, 
in Spain, PortUi'al, Walcliercn, and else- 
where, to beat the Frericli. Of this we 
may say more, perhaps, hereafter; but, 
if it be true, that we do not vaaut a single 
regular soldier in England, notwithstanding 
the opinions of the above-mcnlioried gravo 
personages ;. if lliis be true, suredy all the 
regular soldiers between this and the time 
that they are sciitolfto lenm-to beat the 
French in Spain, Walclicrcri, and Portugal, 
might be safely employed in works of 
agriculture ? At any rate, let it be re- 

membered, that the measure, as far as it hat 
been adopted, originaled in a rccoir.mc.rd 
atioii of mi:*e ; and, what is of more im- 
portance, in an act of the government 
itself we have here a recognition of the 
principle, that agriculture suffers from the 
raising and maintaining qf armies; that 
is to say, in the changing of labourers 
into unproductive people; a principle 
which has never been sufficiently In- 
culcated in this country, where, how- 
ever, men do really, at last, seem disposed 
to listen.-- -- T he (oaf, 1 see, continues to 
rise ; and, I shall be verv much surprized 
if 'll stops short of 2 shillings. I, at one 
time, thought it would go higher; and, 
appearances then warranted my opinion. 
The very great change, however, which 
has taken place in the appearance of tlic 
Barley and Oats more than in the Wheat, 
and the favourable appearance of the po- 
tatoe.s, induce me to think, that bread will 
be less dear than I expected at first ; but 

still I think it will be very dear, From 

a letter, wbich I insert in another part of 
|his sheet, it would seem that the harvest 
in Irelancl promises to be abundant. The 
price of the quartern loaf, however, ap- 
pears to have been sixteen pence, at Dub- 
lin, on the ovd instant. lri.«h money, of 
course; but, Biis i.s very dear for Ireland, 
and quite inwnsistont with the fact, as 
stated by rny correspondent, of an ap- 

proachinggreatly abundant crop. As to 

impoi^s, my opinion is, that, if w^e have a 
decided scarcity, we shall get very little 
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corn from abroad. TJie reason of which 
is plain. Napoleon will not, pefhaps, be 
(polish enough to entertain the hepe of 
slaving us ; but, it is not unnatural to 
siipp\)se, that he will endeavour to add to 
our distress ; or, rather, that he will do 
nothing, and suffer nothing to be done (if 
lie can prevent it) to alleviate that dis- 
tress. IndeA they who suppose that he 
will not act thus must be downright fools. 
There may be persons, who believe, that 
our ministerial papers (see the Morning 
Post of the Otli instant) calling Napoleon 
a " lose bom villain** will tend to pre- 
vent him from acceding to our wishes in 
letting us have corn. In the paper, here 
referred to, the ministerial editor says : 
“ Englishmen will mourn, that human na- 
" ture can so debase itself^ (as in the 
case of the people of France) “ while 
" they will exult in the happy lot of their 
** own country, wliich, favoured /jy Heaven, 
** is exempted from the controul of the 
'' base-born villain^ who, through a strange 
'' combination of unfortunate circumstances, 
sw'ays the destin ies, of the 

continent.” jj-ry i why 

do wc go crouching to him for corn, then ^ 
Why do w'o go with our overtures to " the 
base-born villain r” If we be so much 
better e lf than his pce>jdc ; if our lot be 
so much more happy ; if wo ought to 
exult in tile comparison ; if HtAveii has 
favoured us in pnlii'ig us heyond thoreach 
of his controul, why^do we seek any thing 
from him ? Why do w<' court a commer- 
cial intfrcomsc with him? To be sure, 
cny thing so inconsi^iciit ; so foolish ; so 
contenijudile, as this abuse of Napoleon, 
at a time when wc arc making overtures, 
which, say what we will, fall little short 
oi' appeals to his humanity, has been seldom 
met ivitli even in iheso niinislericil prims. 
Yet, this is surpassed by their impudence 
in calling upon us to exult in our happy lot 
cojupared io that of the people <f France, at 
the very moment when they are telling 
VIS, that they are in hopes that we shall 
get some food from the abundance of that 
people to make up for the deficiency, 
with which wc are threatened, and which 
we actually experience. Under such 
circumstances, we should hold our tongues 
about the miseries of France, For mere 
decency's sake we should do this. For 
the sake of avoiding the contempt of the < 
World, we should jjo this. For the sake 
of not being despjeed as impu^en% empty, 
bragging fools, we should do this.-^>v-Na- 
poieon, however, will not be at all in- 


fiuenced by any thing that these writetR 
say. Their revilings, if they were to 
reach his ears, would be full as agreeable 
to him as would be their adulation, 
and/ perhaps, more soj certainly more 
so, if he could form an idea of what 
are, in general, the objects of time 

adulation. He, however, we may 

be assured, will not, in his measures, 
be at all influenced by any thing that they 
say. If he finds, that the keeping of his 
corn from us, will tend to add to .our dis- ■ 
tress, he will keep his corn from us ; and 
with this w^e must lay our account. Froth 
America we can get but very little corn. 

It cannot supply us with much. There- 
fore, if we are wdse, wc shall make up our 
minds to live through the year upon the 
produce of our own soil, and the soil of 

our *C 4 )lonies. We should, however, 

take every precaution in the way of a?co- y 
ncmidng; and, I still think, that a greaj/ 
deal may be done by reducing the uumber 
of the cntmlry horses, e'.pt-cially if it be 
true, •as the Morning Post says, that we 
have no need of a regular sofdier in Eng- 
land trs'^olland. Suppose, however, that 
there arc only twenty thcvisand, that might 
be, for a time, at least, dispensed with. 
Tlie food of tvjaay thousand horses is im- 
mense, Enough, probably, to support 
two hundred thousand poor, if you lake 

waste into consideiaiion. Tliis is a 

miller, wdiich 1 think well woith tho 
serious attemion of the govommeiit, who, 
having, in part, at least, fnliowud my ad- 
vice ill one case, may have less scruple 
to do it ill another case ; if there be a 
plenty of corn, it is another thing; but, if 
there be a scarcity, it behoves the govern- 
ment to neglect nothing within its power 
to prevent the people from sufleriiig. Mr. 
CuuvvEN, perhaps, w ill say that there is no 
danger, f»)r, that, lliowgb bread should be 
a crown a loaf, that will not make milk 
scar.ee, and that milk is the staff of^life ; 
but, as in the case of the tanner’s recom- 
mendation to fortify the town with leather, 
the advice would only excit^ a laugh •'.it 
so admirable a demonstration of stupid 
selfishness. 

Taxing Work. The foljowing para- 

graphs are copied from the be ws- papers 

of the 14th instant. They 8j»cak of 

what is fact I dare say ; and such tacts 
are of great importance to the public ; 
and| especially when we consider what is 
the cause of the tax, to insure the collec- 
tion of whictf such laws have been made. 
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" A respectable paper maker, in Devonshire, 
and hitherto a man of tinblemished cha~ 
** racUr, has suddenly al>£cunded, having 
been detected in the Excisti- 

man’s stamp on the wrappers of his 
'* paper. Tl)e iron insinirmait with which 
** he did it, was fduiid in ha loife's pocket, 
** and she has in coiisccjuencc been com- 

muted to Exeter f^aoL An npnlnit 

tanricr, at Kingsbiiilge, h.\s absconded 
•* for a like olK ncu, having been deterted 
in I lie stamp for rinirking hides. 

" The j»ooi’ lellovv wiio inadvertently made 
ihe iniplcnieiits for him, and who is 
" armourer in the Hants Militia, is to be 
*• tiled for his life, at the Assizes, which 

comniehrc at Exeter this day.” 

Here is food for reflection. Hero is a 
man, an Eiigliirhniati, to be arraigned fur 
iiis life; the canse. of ihal is, that fvu has 
Vuade a stamp to mark leather wit]\; the 
i^use of that was, that he was hired to to 
do fay ,a tanner who wislicd to put a murk 
upon ills own leaiher; the cause of that 
was, iliai tile tainier, by such mcHiis, 
would avoid laying a tax upon the lea- 
ther so nv.nkud. Then there e*rtVy- ' a.- 
mains to ask u/tut mas the cause of the tax f 
Or, in other woids; what becomes of the 
money, Aot:; is the mouej expended, that is 
raised upon the people in tuxes ? To ivluit 
u^es is applied that monc^, to insure the col- 
lecting of which those laws have been 
made wiiicli put this man upon a trial for 

his iifef Here is food for reflection. 1 

should like to see an essay upon this sub- 
ject fropi the j'.en of Mr. Wilberforce, or 

any other person of his description. 

The Imro.stor Pamphlet has a good deal 
upon the subject of taxing work, but it 
has nothing that exactly meets this point. 
In another edition of it, W'hich wdll, pos- 
sibly, be preparing, by the time that this 
Kegister reaches Philadelphia, the author 
may, perhaps, be disposed to say a bttle 
somnibing in reference to facts like those 
mentioned in these paragraphs ; and, in 
the while, 1 will go on collecting 

more of ^het^n, and putting them upon 
record. 

Flogging Soi.niEns. The following 

articles arexippied from the MorningCbro- 
nicle of the i.‘ith and 14th instant. They 
are y€ty well worthy of being placed in a 
situation where they can be referred to 
some months^ or perhaps, some years, 
hence. Those, who take the trouble of 
preparing such articl^^.s for the press, 
would do well to lie a litUo ihore circum- 


stand al as to names and dajtts, without 
which such articles are likely to fail of 
answering the purpose, for which they arfe^ 

intended. Corporal Curtis, lat^V/ 

^'sentenced to receive 1,000 lashes, .but 
who was remanded on his petition to be 
** sent to a condemned regiment, has been 
** permitted, after receiving 200 lashes, to 
'' volunteer into a regiuien|g|On foreign 
** service.— Cbeenwooo, anti the other 
priv.itc oflhe Oxford Militia, who were 
'' tried by a Brigade Court Martial, at 
" Shoreham, have been sentenced to re- 
'' ceive 500 lashes each, but have escaped 
punishment, by volunteering into a regi- 

meiit on foreign service. Wiii.iam 

“Clifford, a private in the 7ih Royal 
^(‘(eran Battalion, was lately sentenced 
“to receive .1,000 las/ics for repeatedly 
“striking and kicking his superior officer. 
“ On Thursday he underwent pari of the 
“ sentence by receiving 750 lashes, at 
Canterbury, in presence of the whole 

“ garrison. A private of the 4th Foot, 

“ 2tl battalion, has been sentenced by a 
“ Court .Martial to receive SOO 

awing on his serjeant 

“ whilst on board a transpoit at Spitbead, 
“ Another man of the same regiment has 
“ been sentenced to receive t>00 lashes, for 

“ striking bis serjeant. A garrison 

“ Court-Martial has been held on board 
“the Metcalf transport, at Spithead, on 
“ some mm of the fourth regiment of 
foot, for disrespectful to ifaeir 

“ Officers. Two thousand six hundred lashes 
“ were tobc inflictcMl among them yesterday.” 
Amongthem ''rhisisan otUI v\ ay of putt- 
ing such a fact upon record. How many m^n 
were thcie? Some ?nen'* leaves the mat- 
ter very doubtful. And, w hat corps did 
they belong to ? Who was the ('ommander 
of them } If a fact be worth stating at all, 
it is worth slating fully and accompanied 
with the names of the parties and of s be corps, 

By stating such facts in a very clear 

and circumstantial manner great public 
good may, in time, be produced. At any 
rale, they arc matter of history ; they he- 
Ipng to the history of nur country and of 
our times ; ii is due to the nation and 
fair towards all the parties concerned to 
record them ; but, again 1 must express 
my hope, that, in future, they will be re- 
corded rather more fully and circumton^ 
uially, by those, who think it worth their 
while to prepare the ^statement of them 
for the p:esi|. They appear, at first sight, 
to be» mere gossiping paragraphs ; but, 
certain 1 aiHEthat the publication of them| 
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in a circumstantial way, would be of great 
public benefit. 

S '" [i-Money. In my last, at page 

nade a remark or two respecting 
articles, that had appeared in the 
; Post news-paper, the object of 
rticles appeared to be, to feel the 
pulse of the public with regard to a pro- 
position, started in the same print, a little 
while before, for abolishing what it called 
those destructive assignats,^* the Country 

Bank notes. At the same timci that 1 

noticed these articles, in the brief way 
here described, I intimated my intention 
of noticing them more fully in this present 
Number, and of endeavouring to make 
the question between the country money 
and the Threndneedle Street money as clear 
as all the other parts of the subject now 

appear to be to almost every reader. 

In fulfilment of this intention, I shall 6rst 
state the substance, or, at least, the chief 
points in the several articles alluded to. 
They are five in number, and their dates 
8 Ath. 1 Qlh . llth, and Hth of this 
-^ffr^e n t m^onM . To insert thoT- ^.full 

length would requfTeliioftri^ni than^ 
have now to spare ; but, I think, I shall 
preserve them in my next ; for, insigni- 
ficant as they arc in themselves, they are of 
great importance as being the first symptoms 
of the abandonment of the paper-system by the 
adherents of Pitt, besides being, perhaps, 
actually intended, by the ministers them- 
selves, to sound the public as to a scheme 
for giving to the Bank of Jingland an exclu- 
sive power of making paper-money, ^The 

truth is, as the reader will see at every 
step, the partizans of the pa^^r-systera 
do not know what to be at. They are at 
their wits' end. To give up the vihole sys- 
tem is, however, what they cannot think of 
doing. They therefore give bp one branch 
/of it ; and they hope, thereby, to save the 

remainder. We will first take a view 

of their description of the evil, and then 
we will hear what they have for aHEMEDY, 
or, rather, for remedies, the projects in 
this way being not a little numerous.*- 
They say, that the paper- money of this* 
country has long been working the ruin 
of the man of real properly; — — that, 
at last, it has swollen to an enormous evil ; 

■ that the laud-holder is robbed by the 

paper-money maker ; that the country 

bankers do not possess a valuaCle consi- 
deration as securi^ for their notes ; — ^ 

^that, if the country banker bfeak, he 

can seldom> or neveri pay tea Ihinings 


in the pound ; that every bank-note, 

issued by a country-banker, is issued to 
the prejudice of the public, and to that of 
the man of fixed income in particular. 

This is pretty well to begin wiih. A 

Reader,” this gentleman signs himself. 
The next assailant of country-banks lakes 
the signature of Clericus, and he lays 
about him with a degree of zeal that proves 
him to belong to the true Church mdw 
tant. He calls the country banks " hor- 
rid nuisances says they have been, *>f 
late, most-** indecently'* niiiUiplied ; gives 
the scene of action the vulgar name cf, 

" shop*;'' says, that the bankers collect 
up all the hard-money to sell ; complains 
that even the poor labourers are obliged 
to go unpaid, week after week, because 
they can neither give nor get change for 
“ the yile, dirty rags, that arc oHcred td 
them ih payment, called bank-notes ;** 
inveighs most bitterly against the farmers, J 
who, by tlie means of loans of this “ vil^^ 
paper, are enablgl^to keep back fcheir 
corn avers that the honest shop* 
keeper, artisan and mechanic, are robbed 
of llj^^fruits of their labour by these cove- 
-otfs aruJ* crafty hankers.'*— -Another 
Letter is signed, A Constant Reader;" 
and, the author of it says, Ural he has been 
lately in the West of England, where the 
distress, owing to the stoppage of the 
banks at Salisbury anS elsewhere, is hardly 
to be described. — ^Another writer states 
hiimelf to be a person, who has an annual 
income* of several hundreds of pounds, 
which, for nine or ten years past has been 
paid kirn w'holly in country bank-notes ; 
and he says, that,^ in all that time, he has 
not received a guinea or a bank of Eng- 
land note. Now, before we proceed to 

speak of the remedies, proposed by these 
writers (who, perhaps, are all one and the 
same peison,) let me beg the reader to 
look a little better at this language, and 
to recollect how often I have been abused in 
this same Morning Post for having spbken 
contemptuously of the paper-money sys- 
tem. But, stop a little, the time is qot 
far distant, when w'e shall heal* language a 
great deal worse than this. The tide 
is just begfiiniug to turn ; but it is only 
beghiAing. It will roll backward as fast 
as ever it rolled forward. As to reme- 

dies, the first of these prujectrt’S says, that 
he is firmly convinced, that iiocemmeni 
* alone, or the bank of England under the^tixti* 
troul^ of the govemmenu should 'have the 
power of issuing bank-notes.— —The next 
goes more int^detaih He propoees, that 
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no man should have a license to be a 
paper-money maker without first mak- 
ing oath that he has properly suflicient to 
answer all the notes that tie intends to 
issue ; or that he should find good bond- 
men to bind themselves to pay all his 
banking debts, in case he should be un- 
able to pay them himself ; or that he 
should satisfy the Commissioners of Taxes 
ill his district, and should from tiicm ob- 
tain a certificate, that he has property 
sufTicient for all the purposes of his in- 
tended 'business ; or, that he should ob- 
^in a public noiificaiion from the Oover- 
nor ami Company of the Bank of Eng- 
landf that they \^oijld, at all times, he 

ready to exchange his notes. Tliese 

arc the suggestions of Clluucls, of which 
the next writer approves, particularly of 
che la'.t ; and he adds, a.^ a scheme of his 
own, the sending of a <|uantity oi' half ‘pence 
weekly into tlie country, as a means of 
^t^tieving the present distress qf the poor ' 

4iood fi\lhi.r! rr^iiut, let us hear 

them out, The next projector ^vould 

have one gQvcrnment bank, established in 
every county, conducted by the 
or by the Directors of liui Bank of Enj^-* 
land, to be called the County (•overn- 
** mrnt Bank,^^ er the Bank of' England 
** County Bank.*' Ho would have all taxes, 
collected, paid into these banks; and, be 
is quite coidideiit, tnat, vvlrlc this is the 
most popular measure that go\crnment 
could adopt, it is ** plain, clear, and eafy qf 

experiment,** b'uch are the 

purposed by these projectors; and, foolish 
as they are; absurd and ridiculous ab they 
are, the public may be assured, that they 
arc entertained, arid seriously entertained 
by many persons not destitute of influ- 
ence. It has, for some time past, been 

the fashion amongst the great fund-holders 
and money-dealers to cry aloud against 
the country bank paper. Their reasons for 
Ifai*; were obvious enough ; and, it really 
flcc8*r.ppear to me, that persons of this 
description, including all those more im- 
mediately coiHiected with the Bank of 
England, ate pleased at what has now 
happened 'to the country banks ; nay> I 
am decidedly of opinion, that if it fell in 
their way, they would, as the saynig is, 
lend a hand* to help the lame dog over the 
stile. Their purposes may, indeed, be 
answered by the abolishing of country 
banks, in just the same w'ay that the inte- 
rests of three or four great porter-bre)vers 
would be furthered by a law to put down 
all other breweries; batj tidiat good the 


public would derive fiom the establish- 
ment of such a monopoly it is not, I think,< 

easy to point out. The evils producejt^ 

by the country money are, First, arj,^- { 
hancing of the nominal price every trtiing, 
and thus (operating to the great injury of 
people of lixed incomes in parti cula| . ■ - 

But, how would the proposed change alter 
this? How would it remedy this evil? 
This evil is produced by the quantity and 
not by the kind of the circulating paper ; 
and, what is proposed, is, to change the 
kind merely without at all reducing the 

quantity. Secosni-Y, the tlilliculty of 

gelling change would be just as gr^-at when 
the country money had given place to the 
I’lireadncedlc Street money as it is now, 
unless the (pianlity of the notes were re- 

dufod. Thirdly, supposing it to be an 

evil to enable larmers to hohl their corn 
back from sale, why could they not do it 
by the means of one kiiul of paper as well 

as another? Fourthly, it may be said, 

that there would be lfSsdaug»T Iroin bank- 
ruptcy, From partial bankrupicy there 
certainly would; but, I 
b.«ttJfr.-ry do^Uf.-^hat, if -any of these' 
schemes were adopted, bankruptcy 

would be greatiy hastened on. As mat- 
ters now stand, tliere is for pari of the 
country money, at any rate, land security ; 
though, from Mr. Waddington's letter, in- 
serted in my last Number, it would seem, 
that capital, or is the last thing 

that a money maker thinks of. Still, how- 
ever, there is land secuniy for a part of the 
country money. But, if it were all I’hread- 
iieedle street money, oi , as these projectors 
seem to wish, govttnmcnt money, which 
would imbed, be the same thing, what 
security w'ould there then be ? And, who 
would then prescribe limits to the printing 
of paper- money ? Will these wiseacres 
ask us what better security we want than , 
that of the government, supported as it is ? 

If they do, we have only to remind them, 
that the Assignats France had govern- 
ment security, and, to make them still 
more solid, each bit of paper bore upon 
the face of it, that the holder had a mort^ 
^age for the amount upon the National 
Lands, The assignats, or, mortgage 
bonds, did, nevertheless, become waste pa* 
per, and the holders, if in the habit nf smok- 
ing, had the advantage of possessing nice 
con vciiiet^t snips for lighting their pipes. 
Just the same took place in the case of the > 
Congres^- Money in i’hnerica. And the' 
same^wifi aKvays take ^ace, when the go* 

r(rni;nc/}^\^econies the issui^r of a currency 
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which has not an intrinsic value. This 
seems strange to such people as those 
'^•-\v]iom I have quoted above. They look 

t up^Ji^he government as being the safest 
deb to^Jbecause i t h as so much power. But, 
do w'e Kason thus in common life ? Do wc 
wish (Jr poivefful debtors? Do we find it 
most easy to get our money from such 
debtors? Do men like to have^jr^rs for 
their debtors ? What reason, then, should 
induce them to prefer a debtor, who, if 
there be no law to exempt him from the 
payment of his debts, can make such law, at 
any moment that he pleases? What should 
induce them to prefer a debtor like this to 
a debtor, wlio is amenable to the existing 
and known law ? In France and America 
the government was the debtor, and 
they paid with a sponge ; and, wc have, 
in Holland, an example not many weeks 
old, of what Sui t of a dcblor a government 
may become when it chooses. Not 
that 1 take upon me to biame what has 
been done in Hollami, any more than 1 do 
the deduction made from the interest on Eng- 
the name of propaty tax; 

''br of the 

tois of the JSanfc (j^Rngfand ft o?n recovering 
money due to than from that bank, upon pro- 
ftiissoty notes. Ido not take upon me to 
blame any of these measures; but, really, 
it is being a little too foolish for ** a rka- 
“ oi:r,” and even for “ CKCoustani rt'.adivR,'* 
of the ]\Iorniiig Post, to suppose, lh.<t a 
paper-cui rciicy, not «xchungeable,at plea- 
sure, into coin, would be hss liable to an 
excessive issued if it proceeded directly 
from under the authority of the govern- 
ment ; to believe that such excess W'ould 
find a check in the circumstance of the 
issue being in the hands of uncontroulable 
Y p&iver. 'I bis is, one would have thought. 
I a little too absurd and snipid even for a 
f Clerical re\der'' of the Morning Post. 

^ Now, all that has been said here as 

to the consequences of the goveriimunt 
taking into its own hands the issuing of 
paper-money to supply the place of that 
now issued from the country banks, ap- 
plies, with nearly equal force, to the put- 
ting of a like power in the hands qf the 
Threadncedle Stt'eet Company, which, in 
^fjueh case, would, in appearance as well as 
in fact, become identified with the go- 
vernment. In short, all these schemes 

and projects are the elfect, not qf reflec- 
tion, but of a conviction of danger. They 
bear no distinctivc^avks of anv thing but 
baste ; haste, not of courage or If zeal, 
but of trepidation and ignorance folly 


ill a fright. As in most other desperate 
cases, the patient, having been given up 
by men of science, who have left her to 
die quietly, has become a subject whereon 
for ignorant and conceited quarks to make 

experiments. It is, however, a grmving 

persuasion, that the country bank-notes arc 
the cause of the pecuniary evils we expe- 
rience, as a proof of which, and as a docu- 
ment hereafter to be referred to, I shall* 
here insert a set of Resolutions, which, it 
appears, have been passed in the 1 own of 
Carnarvon, against receiving Country 

bank-notes: “At a Meeting of ih^* 

“ Tradesmen and others of the Town of 
" Carnarvon, convened at the Guild-flail, 

“ on Friday the third clay of August, 1810, 

“ to take into consideniiion the propriety 
“ of rejecting or accepting local Notes in 
“ consequence of the numerous Failures 
“ that have taken place among the Coun- 

“ try Banks. It was resolved unani- 

niously, — That it is the opin ion of thiy 
“ Meeting, that i ^^^^‘Aitfrrrr 

“ ough^to be y^eived; and we pledge oov- 
selves not to accept any Note9>tn payment 
“ of the Bank of England, from 

*• and after iht. '20th day of August instant. 

“ That this Resohnion be published 

“ twice in the North Wales Ocizettc, and 
“ by Hand Bills, to be circulated in the 
“ Town of Carnarvoq, and be signed by 
“ the Gentlemen attending the Meeting. 

“ That the Thanks of tl^e Meeting be 

“ presented to the Chairman, for his con- 

“'duct in the Chair." This pledge is 

signed hy fijty persons, and, as the whole 
is in 9 printed hand-bill, we may easily 
suppose, that the alarm and uproar will 
become pretty general in Wales. How 
foolish these resolutions are, in a general 
view, wc have seen aliove; but, they arc 
not to be wondered at. People, and espe- 
cially those who have been partizans of 
the Pitt paper system, feel a degree of 
mortification, hardly to be conceivet^ at 
seeing the system totter. They fret and 
fume and know not on what to vent their 
anger. The correspondent (to whom -I 
am much obliged) who was so good as to 
forward this hand-bill to me, says, that 
“ most of the persons, signing the Reso- 
“ iutlons, are Members of the MENA! 
“ PlTr CLUB.” Oh how -just is all 
this ! How good it is ! Ah ! Tffey thought 
/hat a turn was never to come. They 
will now, perhaps, begin to reflect upon 
the past. No: they will not do that. 
They will still persevere. They will go 
on to the last in their insolent accusations 
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against all thoae» ythp doubt of the good- 
ness of that syatam^ which has naturally 
produced all these alarms and distresses. 
Let them ; let them go on ! Let theriis 
since nothing has, fur so long a time, been 
able to mollify their malignity, he caught, 
at lastj^ with curses upon their lips. Let 
them, as the thing comes oir, f*y with the 
continual vexari^n that it will not fail to 
engender; and, at last, let them be 
smothered with the overflowings of thcii 

gall. 

Bullion Hlport. T mentioned this 

lieporf, in my' Kegi^ter of the kli instant, 
page I3j. it is m*w out; but, 1 must not 
attempt to touch it heio. I must nut at- 
tempt to tou<-h it, till 1 can do it ample 
justice. This Is a thing not to bo garbled. 
This Report has given me more djelight 
than any thing I ever set my evesloii, my 
k wife anti chiliireii only' excepted. If any 
Vene had left me an e^talo in land of ten 
thni\ga n(l_ 3L whole of 

Hampstnre, anii^all, had been 

given to me in let* siinploj^miy pleasure 
would not liave been a iiiillioiith so 

great as that inspired by the leading I*'*, 
this Report. For how could ail the riclies, 
all " the base lucre,'* in the world give 
me, in the %vay of gratification, any thing 
equal to that, which, in the most solemn 
manner, and coming^from the highest au- 
thority, conflrms the trutli of those doc- 
trines, which, during many years, I have 
been inculcating, and for incglcating 
which I have been so foully belied and so 

grossly abused. Yes, reader, I a,ni in a 

prison, to be sure, but my principles are 
at lur^e; they are spread far and wide, 
and have made greater progress than ever 
within the last two months.— This Bul- 
lion Report, reader, you and the nation 
and the whole civilized world, shall pos- 
sess, with such explanations, such a com- 
mentary, as shall make the whole as clear as 
the '’iss Cross Row. But, to give it you 
in th^s state requires time ; and, though I 
shall not rest till it be done, 1 cannot 
prom'isc it mxt week, it being (in order to 
do the thing in a complete manner) neces- 
sary for rne to refer to many books, some 
of which 1 find it difficult to get at,. and 
the reference to yvhich must take up a 
great deal cd time. Your patience, liow- 
ever, shall not, if I have life, go unre- 
quited. « 1 cannot, however, for the life 

and soul of me, refrain from begging you 
to think of the Bank's paying in gold AT 
TWO YEARS FROM TflljJ TIME! Do, 
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pray, think of that. Oh !. wliat precious 
work we are going to have ! We are now 
going to see things that none of us ever^ 
thought, or ever dreamt, of. 

PoRTue vL. The dispatch frdm my 

lord the Viscount of Talavera andXBaron 
ofDouro will have been read by every 
one long before this sheet can get to 
the prc«s. The dispatch, did I say ? I 
mean a part of the dispatch ; and “ Ex^ 
tract of a iMter, &c." My readers le- 
member, doubtless, how we were treated 
with cxtraeis from my lord Talavera de 
la Jieyna's letters, about the lime of the 
gri at victory, wliich gave rise to that 

title. The Morning Post tells us, that 

our army in Portugal is ** full of conjj^ 
dtricef* that the Portuguese soldiers 6e- 
hare admirably; and, that, in General 
Craururd's atJair, British soldiers gave 
** the enemy an carmst of what may be er- 

peeled in a ^tnerul engagement . Did 
they indeed? What! is the same to hap- 
pen to the whole army, that then hap- 
pened to one divi>>ion of it? Ca | L you ii|ia t 
baejf;^^ j^)ur friends ? T a^’ nof^ayiiJj^. . 
.'iiat CeiiLi 1.1* * in aurr.. j-" cToirimitted any 
fault; but, he went away from the place 
where he was. The enemy having came 
to the spot wheit he ivas, he went away, 
and the enemy went after him. Now, if 
this was an earnest ot‘ what was to happen, 
when a general engagement takes place, 
there can, 1 imagine, be but little doubt 
as to what will be tne fate of Portugal. 
— Tnis “ extract^* from iny Lord Tala- 
vera de la Reyna’s letter does not contain 
any account of the strength of the enemy ; 
which I the more marvel at, seeing that 
(as we were before informed, you know, 
reader) so many of the French soldiers 
were continually deserting, and coming 
over to us and our allies. It was, there- 
fore, very easy, one would have thought, ^ 
to ascertain the exact numbers of the 
enemy. There are, doubtless, very co- 
gent and w'isc reasons for not publishing 
the whole of Lord Talavera’s dispatch, and 
for not stating to us the force of the enemy; 
but, there is no reason why 1 should 
not remind my readers that have a 
very numerous army ta meet that 
enemy ; that we are paying no less 
than 30 thousand Portuguese troops, be- 
sides 30 thousand of our own, in that 
country that we have there, in short, 
an army qf sixty thousand men, with horses 
inabunfaii;;c, with aiiumerous train of 
artilherj^ attended by ships of war apd’ 
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trE^nspofts and boats wilhoot end. The 
L Morning Postaeems to complain, that Lord 
Sralavera has not had force enough sent to 
him, xuid it calls aloud for our last man 
be iiikantly sent o(F. But, if the force 
"he has, /be not sufiicient, what will, 
or what ^an, be sulTicient ? At any rate, 
tee are payings in Portugal, an army of 
Sixty thousand men ! Alw'ays bear that fact 
in iniiiil ; ami, when the thing is over, 
you will easily judge whether the effect 

be worthy of the means. 1 regret, for 

another reason, that we have been fed so 
scantily u|wi this letter of my Lord Tala- 
vera de la Keyna. My brains had been 
puz25led to discover, why my Lord Talavkiia 
uaiicd with his army to s.e the French take 
liodrigo, before he began to tnove off. This 
pcrlraps, might have been explained by 
the letter, if we could but have seen the 
whole of it.— But, in the absence of this 
explanation, let us bear in mind ; let us 
repeat it to ourselves and to others ; *' first, 
hiftt, middle and without end,'* let us re- 
peat, that we, the people of this countiy, 
arej^iiig*^rir '•^ly of Sixty thousand men in 
Pt^tugaU ^ t • 

Wm/COBBETT. 

State Pi {son, Newgate, Friday, 

17/// Augyst, IS 10. 

N. B. In consequence of numerous 
letters inquiring, whether broken sets of the 
Rkgistek can be completed, I think it ne- 
cessary to state here •that iht'y may, at 
present ; but, that gentlemen vvho wish to 
have their sots completed, must apply 
W'ithout Joss of time j at least before the 
15th of September. 

— - m ■ 

j IRISH CORN. 

I Sir; — Inconsequence of your observa- 
tions in the Register of the ilh respecting 
^Trish Grain, I beg to trouble you with the 
following accurate statement of prices 
taken from the enclosed return of the 
markets. In Dublin, week ending August 
2nd, wheat per barrel of 20 stone, middle 
price (iSs., or about lOys. per English 
quarter of 32| stone, or 100^. exchange 
being at par. — Oats per barrel of 14 stone 
lQ<f. 9d. or about 2Q.y. per English quarter 
of 21| stone, or 2 G 5 . 7d. exchange at par. 
' — At Cork wheat is at .52a. per barrel, 
which is 775. English per English ^uailer. 
At Wexford wheat is at 4ys. per barrel. 


.barter. At Ennis they are 
At 125. dd. At Youghal 155 . 5rf. 

Irish per barrel.— With respect to the ncn^ 
harvest, there never was known such a 
prospect of abundance. The wheat crop 
is particularly promising, so is the potatoe 
crop. — In case you, or any of your readers, 
wish to compare the prices of grain in 
these two countries, you may do so by 
taking the English quarter of wheat at 
.32y stone of 1 4 lb. ; of barley at 28 stone ; 
of oats at 211 stone. The Irish l arrel 
of wheat at 20 stone, of barley at It) stone, 
of oats at 1 4 stone. A. B. 

9/4 August, 1810. 


i 


which U 705 . 5^.^ngrish per 
quarter. At the same place oatl 




iglish 


barrel vyKich is 195. dd Engljph per 


FRENCH ARGUS. 

The Situation and Prospects of England, 
described in the Akgcs, a N-ws-paper 
publis^d tn the junglish language at 
Puris ; which NcWS-paper is said to have 
been conducted by Mk. Arthur O'Con- 
nor. 

'' At the mom^fflfl when we are termi- 
nating our labom s, we natural lyjook back 
upon we have traversed; and 

tiic changes produced in Europe in less 
than nine years, ap])car to us, as it were, 
the work of nine centurie s.— We recollocb 
what was the origin of this. The ulti- 
matum that preceded the rupture of the 
Treaty of Amiens is stTlI fresh in our me- 
mory. The Britannic Cabinet scarcely 
needetl pretexts to break a treaty which 
it opcnly*avowed to have been no more 
than a truce. Its object and policy at that 
period as to reduce the power of France, 
by stirring up enemies against her on the 
Continent ; but on comparing the situa- 
tion of the belligerent parties, and consi- 
dering what they were then, and what 
they are now, we -are struck at seeing 
how far England is from having realized 
the hopes held out to her, and how much 
France has surpassed' even all that her 
most ardent friends could have conceived. 
On both sides, the results of this war are 
so many important lessons to be treasured 
up. — To begin this picture, witR an exa- 
mination of the finances of England. It 
is knowm with wdiat emphasis the Mini- 
sters, 'every year, announce their prosper 
rous state. Their speeches are pompous 
their calculations rigorously ju^t; but 
result of their labours uniformly is, to 
augment the taxes, and open h t ^h loans ! 
In 18Q2, the general produce ot the taxes, 
exclusive of the interest of the debt, was 
estimated at ilS 1 , 000,000 sterling ; in 
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180a, it was ^5 3,000.000, and ex- 
penditure of 1810 must carry if still 
higher. Men of sciiso arc struck with 
this progressive au;»niL'iiln»ioii, to which, 
if we add about !/. JO, 000,000 stcrlrug, 
for the interest of the National Dnht, ti:e 
whole territorial income of Great l^ritahi 
is scarcely adequate. Those ,n*e iciults 
that .speak more plainh'^ than the hypo- 
’ thetical calculations of Gentz, Jvnrnois, 
&c. Though the system of tlu^ fc^inking 
Vund, when subjected to mathematical 
examination, can extinguish this- enormous 
%lebt in a given space of time, ytt this 
certainly has, hitherto, been in the hands 
of the English Ministry only a lure to gull 
the people, and to make them support, 
without murmuring, the oppressive v.c-ght 
of loans. At the creali jii of ih.- 
Sinkuig Fund, the public debt udy 
.£.238,000,000. What then have br,cii 
the results to England of this niarvelious 
Vny ention ? An increase of more than 
t -four yi-rr^. 
Either the calculations wt:;^: talsf^ cr the 
IVlinisters liave governed ill. Mr. Pitt 
calculated the extinction o f tli#i jk'ft 
the suppo.silion of fifty years of peaeV, 
and his ^linistry was remaikable only for 
his obstinate perseverance in a war ruin- 
ous to his country ! Accordingly, his fan- 
tastic calculations were coiMantly disap- 
pointed. His sucCf‘s«^ors have followed 
his system, and while bo-astiiig of^ the 
wealth of the nation, they have been daily 
enlarging the abyss which is open before 
it. The facility with w hich the loans are 
filled up, dazzles the vulgar. We have 
repeatedly had occasion to shew how bur- 
densome they are to the State. The in- 
timate connection between the Bank and 
the Excliequer rendj^rs them still more 
dangerous. The bill, which suspended 
the payments at liie Bank in specie, 
which, though it. ought to have been only 
a fi^w months in force, has now exi.sied 1 3 
years, actually placed the Bank and the 
Governraeut in a state of insolvency. I'ho 
copfiidenct^ of individuals may certainly 
fPake them content themselves with the 
fictitious value they receive j but this 
confidence will have an end. T^ie suc- 
cessive «lepreciation of the paper -money 
4 tiu.st necessarily h ad to a crisis which the 
union of Hie Bank and Government can- 
not prevent.- The adininisualion of ihot 

ftn.anccs of EraiiC/C presents (juiie another 
a.spect. Theic the revenue is iequal 
to the expenditure. Foreign and expen- 
sive war has not in the least deranged the 


system. The safety of the Slate docs not 
icht on hypothetic calculations. The 
economic regimen of this vast empire /' 
as .simple as that of a fiimily ; the sy'&tem j 
of loans leaves no unoas: ness foi^ the fu- \ 
ture— the debts of the past arc provided 
for, and there is no intention of oontract- 
mg new debts. In a word, the largest 
Stale in Europe is the least in debt; and 
the institution of the Bank augments the 
circulation of specie, without creating any 
appichenoion as to tlm solidity of its paper. 

if, rVoin an examination of the 

liriancts, wi; proci-c l to that of the in- 
ternal administralioii of the two countries, 
we find (.very Session nf the British Par- 
liament (dfi ring fiesli enormities, or teem- 
ing with fruitless accusations for the 
5 >*mishiiicijit of past misconduct, or unavail- 
ing complaints in ordir to pre vent the 
tutr.rc eirors of Ministers, ytill the blood 
and treasures oT nation are lavished in 
disastrous c'xpedci nis, and the citizens are 
a prey a spirit oA fit t am, the I’orerunntn* 
of auarchieai tiI>larb»iJioos, Ireland, still 
se pal af n of withstanding ’n 

• nfi iikT * i v - iTiiee-lourths of 
her population, and subject, wdth regard to 
her worship, her peasantry, and her exist- 
ence, to iin(|uilous restrictions. In France, 
on the coiilr.'irv , every *Se;v5ioii'of the Le- 
gislative Budy has been distinguished by 
institutions adaj)ted to the interests and the 
manneis of the natitui. Every people 
called to make part'of this vast empire, 
have instantly entered upon the enjo}'- 
ments of the betufits of a Iegi.slation to all 
protective and e([ual. Thus have the 
arts, the seiencos, and literature, every 
where taken a new flight; and the distiii- 
gin.-liod productions which have charac- 
terised this reign, will not be lost to tuiurc 
generations. Here agriculture, the first of 
arts, has made a most remarkable pro-^ 
gross; and France, thus fertile, may barter ^ 
her surplus for the commodities she wants. 
The wedi judged prohibition of English 
merchandize has supported the national in- 
dustry; a few years perseverance in this 
wise policy will secure the existence of the, 
new inamiflictures that have sprung up in 
the intciior. The English Government 
jierhaps at this ruoiiKint, persists in making 
war only for the interests of its commerce, 
and every day diminislics its advantages; 
every campaign piecipitates its ruin. The 
manufactories of Lbndon, Birmingham, 
and MAricdt ester, arc ^^er led. Thousands 
of ^rtiffan^ have no other means of sub« 
sistenc\ but the poor-rates. The marketft. 
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of the continent are shut to their produc- 
tions, whilst French merchandize every 
where finds vent and purchasers. The 
interruption ot colonial commerce is to 
Fiance only a transient evil, from which 
result ptjrniancnt advantages. She pays 
dearer for a few foreign commodities, hut she 
abounds in the necessaries of life. During 
this interruption of her communications 
V, ith dillorent countries, hi r internal navi- 
gation is improving, and highways are, in 
all duections, opening between provinces, 
the diversity of whose productions pre- 
sents the most advantageous and solid 
commerce to the ingenuity of the specu- 
lator, the induslrj^ of the artisan, or 

the la!;our of the agriculturist. What 

are the advantages that England de- 
rives from a monopoly odious to all na- 
tions ? A few individuals grow ^rich, but 
the ma’is of llie people suder. To a parti- 
cular speculali«m, that of having the 
hrokerasje of foreitjn commodities, the 
(Government sacrifucs the more solid ad- 
vantage which it previously drew» from the 
natj;ii'-'‘XlV'^--’.'^Uy. It has reduced a part 
Its p<)pulati(V,to a of 't 

tcachcii the rest ofTSltrope to dispense with 
its productions; it places itself at the 
Mieriy of events ; it makes its pow’er and 
■wealili subordinate to resources which are 
quite foreign to it. The snperi''rity of its 
marineilazzles its eyes. It is l)y having 
a few vessels more, that it thinly to avcri 
the inevilabhi aseendriiicy of France. It 
is by the acquisition of a few’^ petty inlands, 
that it thinks to counterbalance the iiieor- 
poratioii ot mnny large States with the 
great Empire ! liut liovv much the re- 
lative power of England ruid, IVancc 
changed since 1803 r — Willi h sspiide in 
Jhis pietinsions, with more frankness in his 
(policy, the genius of Napoleon has laid 
llhe foundations of a power henccfoith 
Hinmoveable. The war of 180.5, which 
Mr. Pitt looked upon as a master-piece 
of policy, gave rise to the League of 
the Kliine, and the kingdoms of West- 
halia, Holland, and Naples. That of 
lussia extended the boundaries of the 
’ League of the Rhine to the Vistula ; an i 
the obstinacy of the British Government, 
ill refusing every overture of peace, after 
the Treaty of Tilsit, and during the con- 
f’Prences at Erfurth, and the intrigues 
carried on in SSpain and Portugal against 
France, have put the Peninsula under 
’ |4he inevitably donjon of the Empire. 
^Finally, the last efrirts of the d|5ci|les of 
Mr. Pitt to seduce the Austrian Cibiilet, 


have laid, betw'cen two nations made ta 
esteem each other, the foundations of a 
peace, of which a recent august alliance 
will perpetuate the duration. Thus has 
France been successively strengthened by- 
all the Allies that England ii^d at the 
commencement of the war of the Revolu- 
tion;' and the English Ministry, con- 
stantly blundering in the employment of 
its niilitarj' means, has shewn an equal . 
want of foresight in its political combina- 
tions.— They might have appeared with 
some advantage, or, at all events, ‘with 
some honour, in tlic field of battle, when# 
the armies of the Coalitions maintained the 
contest with France. During those me- 
morable campaigns, there were twenty 
occasions in wdiich H),000 English, landed 
in Italy or Germany, might have created 
a diversion truly beiuficial. But then the * 
English Ministry were employed only in 
.sucli expeditions as that of Copenhagen* 
They'^ thought less of serving their alliea 
than of w eakening all, |;^f t 
stroyingieven tj^ very shado w^ of a mari- 
time and corniifercial power. Xheir con- 
duct discovered their secret. They 
‘iiJvaiVie sensible of their error, when the 
unexpected victories of Franco deprived 
them of all hope of repairing it. From 
that moment, as to a war by land, they 
ought only to have taken a defensive at- 
titude ; yet, all of a suJden, they assumed 
the olRfiisive, when they had nothing else 
to i xpect but the useless loss of men and 
money. Out of one error they have fallen 
into another, and put to hazard their in- 
ternal s«n*uriiy, without rc-conquering tho 
military honour they liarl lest. The same 
spirit of absurdity made them undertake 
and misconduct the expeditions to Spain 
and Walclicren. The^ W’ill exhibit nearly 
tin* huiie results in tlfe history of the war. 
Hitherto the luiglish army seems only to 
have kept its ground because there wa.s 
no French army to contend with it. But 
the Ministry thcmrclvcs have no serious 
intention of defending Portugal when it 
shall be regularly attacked. Soon they, 
will only be embarrarssed as to itie means 
of saving llie fragments of an army that 
would have been better employed in the 
defence 8f thdr own territory. — bus is the 
Slim total oT the present wap, that of 
having given to France all the AIIh'.x 
that England had at the commenceraent of 
if — having augmented the direct dominion 
of France by a population of from 25 to 
30,00(5,000 of inhabitants— having given 
her an extent o4 more than 1,200 leagu«f 
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of coast, many maritime ports of the first pellet? to augment li^r naval expenJilure 
rank, and several new dock-yards on the to which tlic profits of her commerce will 
North Sea, the Ocean, Mediterranean, be inadequate. Meanwhile, she will 
and Adriatic — having given her a con- neither liavefoicign seamen, nor ship-tim- 
tinental commerce, which the whole llri- her, nor iron, and the other materials, 
tish navy cannot obstruct — an inlliience which she has hitherto procured at a low 
which nothing can henccloi ward dimlni-h. price fioin the North, li she designs to 
As to England, the result of 8 years of follow up her system of blockade, .she will 
war has been such an increase of her rctjnire an establishment double ot what 
deljt and cxpcnilitnre, that she can no she now has ; and her crni//ing squadrons, 
longer <!o wiilioiit paper-money, the first always weak or ill supplied, will be, at 
step, towards bankruptcy — the augmenta- ieiigih, beaten or forced to shun the con- 
lion, and the necessity of a still greater flict. The 10:^8 of '20 naval engagements 
^ augmentation, of a maritime establish- will not compel France to abandon her 
rnent, which is out of all proportion tohor system ; within her own territory, or that 
population, and her demands (or the de- of the allies, she will possess all the means 
fence of her colonies — that of being left, of repairing her losses. If she gains a 
as to her foreign concerns, in the same single battle, the maritime superiority of 
insuUiti (I .state in whu.h she wi>lied to England, will have vanished, and (iO.OOO 
place France, with the los., of aul her com- men, cncinnpe»l at Boulogne, will make 
mcrcial relations wiih tin Continent of tho.se l ud.s of the ocean tremble to all^ 

Europe; (fm* the alliaiu u she still main- iteinity. In the enormous extent of 

Vi^ins withj^urkey Wiil he as short lived, the colonies of England, there is undoubt- 
as ui^ alliauce-^incUM;L‘iolong> the caH- edly something to (latter the pride of those 
mitics of (he Spanish pc'!. insula)' — that oi who judge supeificially of the force of a 
«c?on having to watch *2,000 league-. «d Jhit this colossa^^oWTF' csriTies 

const, and sixty maritio’e n-N^ lf lhT r scsJU<»hdestruction. The 

:n deii-.mcfi of ho**, will sally forth numerous colonial system received a violent shock 
iicet J, caprjt'de of disputing with her the by the separation of the United States of 
fre edom of the seas ; when ih it moment America. 'flic revolt of St. Domingo 
shall have arrived, Engie.jid w ill be struck gave the second example. The bloody 
with terror at thei^abvs.; dug by a succes- intrigues of English MinUtryjil^i Spain, 
sion of weak or pertidious Ministers. — If may lead to the independence of tlie 
rhe present can ..apply any certam data Spanish colonics ; and this revolution, 
for calculating the future, this w^ar must in which it absurdly seems to rejoice, ad- 
gradually produce the absolute ruin of vances the epocli of that which mast ine- 
that oiiceflourishing nation, lli^hertoshc vitably cllect, in both hendsplicics — the 
has supported! her fiiiaiici i! .system by uii- iridcpcmleiuc of colonies pou-i fd enough 
common efibrts and e.Ktraordinary advan- to defend thcm.selves, and rich enough to 
tages that are daily diminishing, bhe .subsist upon their own resources. The. Eng- 
has supported her maritiine and military lish Ministry, blinded by ambition, hatred 
establishment by ^he divisions she ha.s and cupidity, ha.s, long befbrchaiid, beer* 
fostered among the Continental Powers— preparingtiiose calamities whicliwill prove 
by the treachery and desertion of foreign fatal to England alone. The French Empirt;^ 
soldiers and sailors, whom she has taken where, the revenue, the expenditure, the 
into her pay. She has for a time prolonged population, and the military cstablish- 
♦he existence of her commerce by smug- mciit, are so completely harmonized, re- 
nting. She had no fear of her colonies, quires, in reality, nothing but a free coin- 
owing 4) the necessity to which she re- inerce, in order to avail herseif of all the 
duced France of attending exclusively to wealth of the universe. Her industry, 
the afiairs of the Continent. But, at length, and the surplus of her territorial produce, 
general tranquillity is on the point of be- will procure for her all the enjoyments of 
ing estaj^lihhed; and England, which Asiatic luxury, at a less cxpeiice than the 
hitherto Jias had to defend only foreign establishment of distant colonies. — Bug- 
interests, is on the eve of fighting pro land, on the contrary# cannot behold tins 
arhetfocis; and then it is that her we'cfk- revolution without sinking into a Power 
ness will become manifest. The actual of the third ordeiy lit vain would sfie 
superiority of her marine, and the vast pret^dftu cngros-Niihe commerce of the 
extent of her colonies, cannot save her. vWioifc vvorld by the superiority of her 
We have just shewn, th^fshe will be com- navj^ This superiority, as we have al* 
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ready observed, may be disputed with 
her. Besides, she eagerly clings to the 
extent of her rolonial possessions, which 
she must defend. In the event of a gene- 
ral separation of the great colonics from 
their mother-countries, they will desire 
commercial independeneft after establish- 
ing political independence. England will 
tijcii have to maintain, in all parts of the 
woild, that contest which has been pro- 
tracted, for these last three years, with 
the Uinlcd States. The terms of tlie con- 
test may vary, but the substance will re- 
main the same ; and its inevitable result 
must be the abolition of the odious laws 
which (ireat Britain wishes to impose, 
upon the rest of tlie world.— Whilst this 
grand epoch is in tiain, a change, fatal to 
the interests of Englaiul, is operating in 
the commerce of Juiropc. The conti- 
nental communicfiliorir’, of one Slate with 
another, ore beginning to bo carried on 
with more rcgulmily; their imUislrv is 
improving; the»r iigricLsllii;^ mnkos re- 
markable progres«. Ti.a impolitie war in 
wtiicii '^ufK^7§f has been involved, r^‘tards 
the epoch w helrriV/-. / will l o openvr'-. 
to European conunerio into the ^ery hoa»t 
of Asia, But v/;ivax:ver ho the issue of 
this struggle, Con-itantinople inusl be the 
rampart of the Contiiionfd .svstf.in, — 
Oreat rivers form a coriYCN auro liO ii the 
extremities of biuropc* tv) very foot of 
its walls; a land-loekvl sea carries 
vesseds to the con i re hf Asia ; and agiinsi 
such advantagts the jingii^h Navy will 
be absohiUdy incniciv*nb (Constantinople 
is the terror of the British ooii;me»'ec. 
Hence the ministry has alway.- endea- 
voured to kcej) that Po.ver in Ignorance 
of her mcan«, or to make iier mlsopply 
them. But the revoluiion which inu.st oc- 
cur in the commeree of the world is ap- 
proaching, and that rcvoluUon will reduce 
England to her proper station, if some ca- 
tastrophe do not precipitate her ruin in a 
more violent maimer. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

PouTUGAL. — Gazette Account of General 
Crat^’urd^s Difcat near Almeida, 

Downing. STpntiT, 11 Aug. 1810. A 

Dispaich, of 'which the following is an ex- 
tract, was this morning receive^ at Lord 
LiverpooVs Office, addressed to his Lord- 
ship by Lieut, G^tcral Viscount PVcUing- 
fon, dated Alverca, July 25, 

The cavalry attached to genem Crau- 


furd’s advanced guard rcm.uned in the 
villages near tlie fort of La Conception 
till the 2 1 St instant, when the enemy obli- 
ged it to retire towards Almeida, and the 
fort La Conccjilion was destroyed.-—. 
From the 21st till yesterday m mug, 
brigadier-general Craufurd contin> td lo 
occupy a position near Almeida, w ih his 
left within 800 yards of the Foil, . .. ^ '7 
right extending toward’. June* 
enemy attacked him in this po- . i- 

terday morinng, shortly idUr .. in, 
with a very large body of i.\ , aiid 
cavalry, and the Brigudier-Ch - i l U .. u'rcS 
across the bridge over the ( oa. — in this 
operation, I am sorry to siy, tint the 
troops under his coimn-Mid siidwed con- 
siderable loss, — Tile .iiicrwards 

made three cfToris lo -tcim tlie bridge’* 
over tfitf Coa, in all o: w'dcfi they were 
lepTd ed. — 1 am mfoinu’d tbaL tliroughoufc 
thi- Irying clay the (‘onmiamling ofiicers 
of tSie IJf!, f -j i O.Jth tjii^dments, llcirf. 
col. Beckwith r. BarclayT and 

lieul. ?;ol. IVII, and all the oiTicers and 
si>]<lurs 03 iht r-.^ cY'cidiCDt regiments, dis- 
^•'gdodicu ihc'M‘eI‘c>. In lieut. col, 
HmK wl > w'rs kij!(*d, his Majesty has lost 
CvU able and c\ .icr 'ing odircr. — Brijradiev 
gnierxl Crauturd has also noticed the 
steadin' '53 of th-i ^iil regiment of Porta- 
g itrc* (Jhissiurs nndfer the command of 
ii^'ut. col. Eider. — Since yesterday the 
enemy have made no movement. 

Copy of* (hue rfd Craufurd* s Report, inclosed 
i'l Lord Wellington s Dispatch of the 25eh 
Jufy, dated Carvclhar, July 2 !j, JSIO. 

My J.ord ; I have the honour to report 
to ymip Lordship, that yesterday morning 
the enemy advanced to attack the light 
division with between three and four thou- 
sand cavalry, a considerable number of 
gens, and a large body of infantry. On 
the first appearance of the heads of their 
roUinms, the cavalry^ and brigade of mtil- 
lery attached to thellivision advanced to 
Mipport the plcquets, and captain Ross, 
with four guns, w as for some time engaged 
with lhoi>e attached to the enemy°s ca- 
valry, which were of much larger calibre. 
— As the immense superiority of the ene- 
my ’s force displayed itself, wje fell hack 
gradually towards the fortress, upon the 
right of which the infantry of the divi- 
•sion was posted, having its left in some 
inclo.surcs near the wiiidmilb about 800 
yavd^ from the place, and its right to the 
Coa, in a yeryjyrcken and extensive posi- 
tion, which it was absolutely necessary to 
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occupy, in order to cover the passage of 
the cavalry and artillery through the long 
defile leading to the bridge. After this 
was effected, the infantry retired by de- 
grees, and in as good order as it is possi- 
ble in ground so extremely intricate. A 
position close in front of the bridge was 
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Wellington, K. B. in Action with the 
French Army near Almeida, on the 24^th 
July, 1810. — Head Quarters, Alverca, 
July 15, 1810. 

1 Staff wounded. — Royal Horse 
Artillery — 2 horses, killed; 2 horses. 


maintained as long as was necessary, to wyunded ; 2 rank and file missing. 1-Uh 
give time for the troops which had pas 3 '‘dn Dragoons — I serjeant killed; 1 

.to take up one behind the river ; and the lieutenant, I rank and file, 4 horses 
bridge was afterwards defended with the wounded— Kith LightDragoons-^3 horses 
greatest gallantry, though I am sorry to wounded. — 1st Hussars, King’s German 
say with coiisiderahle loss, by the 4.3d Legion— 1 horse killed ; 2 rank and file, 
.•mdpartof the 05ih regiments. Towards 3 horses wounded — l.st Battalion 4.3d 
the afternoon the firing ceased ; and after hoot— 1 lieut.-col., 1 captain, 1 licut , 
it was dark, I withdrew the troops from ^ scijeants, 13 rank and file killed; 4- 
the Coa, and retired to this place. The captains, G lieutenants. S sorjeants, 77 r.mk 
troops behaved with the greatest gallan- hile w’ounded; 1 drummer, 14 rank 

try. — (Signed) U. C?iaui 'crd. file missing— 1st UattalioB 52J Foot— 

Those returned as prisoners and mi^-^hig * rank aud^ file killeil ; 1 niajor, I captain 
were taken in a charge of the ^^enemy’s wounded; 3 rank unJ file missing, — 1st 

cavalry just after our cavalry and guns Battalion noth Foot-— 1 fieuicnant, 1 1 rank 

had began to retire. killed ; 2 captains, 5 lieutenants, 

^ ensign, 1 serjeant, 51- rank and file 

Names of OniceT4'”kTl'Kfi"L wounded and woundcil ; I lieutenant, 1 serjeant, .^>2 rank 

missing. •• and file missing. — l.st Battalion Portu- 

K.., Fn-l4sa I.W_T.iP.,t.rf.l. Bi-rnr.! 


missing. •• 

Killcd — 43d Foot — Lieut- col. &jkij^[(rd 
Hull, captain F. Cameron, lieul. JomT 
Nison. ■ -95th Foot — Lieut. Donald 

M * Leod . W o u N 1) E 0 — tSta f I* — Lieut. 

Shviw, 4a»l Regiment, aid-dc-camp to brig.- 
general R. Craufurd, slightly . 1 Uh Lie lit 
ftragooiis — Lieut. Blatchfoid, severely. 
1st Ballalion of the 43d Regiment — Cap- 
tains P. Doshon, T. Lloyd, ‘and W. F. P. 
Napier, slightly ; captain J. W. Hall, se- 
verely ; licut. George Johnstone, slightly ; 


T1^'ank and file woun4^f^ rank and file 
missing. — 3d Ditto — 2 rank and file kill- 
ed; 1 serjeant, 23 rank and file wounded; 

2 rank and file missing. Total — I 

lieut.-colonci, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 3 
serjeants, 29 rank and file, 3 horses killed; 
1 Staff, 1 major, 7 captains, 12 lieutenants, 
I ensign, 10 serjeants, IGt rank and file, 
12 horses wounded ; 1 lieutenant, 1 ser- 
jeant, ) (Jrimiiner, 80 rank and file miss- 


W J. -S-N. B. One OH car of .he Porlu. 

Horatio ILincot, slightly; lieutenants J. gu«»e Casstnlores wounded, rank and name 
M’Dcrmaid, J. Stevenson, Roger Freda- ascertained, (^gned) C SrEwaar. 
rick, seveiely. — .52d ditto — Major Henry ' J' LiCn. 


Ridowood, slightly ; captain R. Campbell, 
ditto. — 05lh ditto — Oaptain Jasper Creagh 
Olid Samuel Mitriiell, severefy, since dead ; 
1st lieutenant 11. C. Smith, slightly ; 1st 
li'uitenants Mathias Pratt, Prter Riley, 
Alex. (Joane, and 1'homas Smith, se- 
verely ; 2d lieutenant George Simmons, 

ditto. Missing — Jst Battalion of the 

Regiment — Lieut. J. G. ?d'Cullock, 
taken piisoiiur. 


COBBETT’S 

Parliamentaiy Debates: 


Regiment- Lieut. J. G. M'Cullock, The Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seven- 
taken piisonur, teenth Volumes of the above Work are in 

the Pi ess, and will be published with all 
Rttijrn of the Number of the* Killed, proper despatch. All Communications 
Woiinded, and Missing, of a Division of will be carefully attended to; but it is 
the Army under the Command of his particularly requested that they ^ may be 
Excellency Lieut.-Gen. Lord Viscount forwarded as early ns possible. 
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“ The ARMY, against whom this I.Uiel is in 
** justice a^ainsl its seducer.”— —A riuRjiRY CirNcr. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. | 

Duke, of Yoiik. For some days 

past, there has been in the town a sort of 
hubbub respecting an Address, which, it 
was said, wa.s handing about, from regi- 
ment to regiment, for signatures, the ob- 
ject ot wljich Address was to cause the 
Duke of York to be restored to his ofice of 
CoTfmander in Chii-f. Tlie Adilress a'' pub- 
lished in the Colrier news-papi-r of the 
22nd instant, w'as a.s follows, — “ To 
'' Tifc Army. — The auspicious hour lias 
*' anived, 'hat enanles tlie friends of truth 
“ to justly appreciate the mjune.s and op- 
'' pressioii th.u liave been heaped upon 
'' tile cIiciiaL:er of his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Yofl?.-. ,.'fhe base and unpic- 
'' cedented secret *inotive.s, so unsucccss- 
fully practised, to degrade his Royal 
“ Highness, and abo to destroy the hap- 
piness and repose of the Royal I'amily, 
'' are now completely developed ! by the 
" late trials and publications that havt 
succeeded : events that are disgraceful 
to the annals of Bfitain ! and must rc- 
fleet an odium upon the age that has 
tolerated proceedings that will ever be 
'' recollected nitli contemptuous pity and 
** regret i I ! — When we reflect nh.ii 
must hr, VO been tlie suHeriii^s of tm 
aged and excellent Monarch, ui expe- 
** riencing a diminmion of his family's 
dignity — by the disallected and merce- 
** nary proceedings of a party, who had 
neither principle, truth, or honour, for 
their support; we are amazed that noble 
" characteristic of Englishmen shouhl have 
" been subverted by the inii igue of faction. 

— We must at this moment sincerely re- 
'' gret the hasty, yet dignitied resign a- 
** lion of the Duke of York, which we are 
now sensible, did not proceed from a 
" self conviction of error, but from a dis- 
" position to comply with ilw public 
** mind, which was at that perioil led away 
'' by the torrent of juiyutlice, tUeii rno^^ 
nefariously raised again t his Royal 

“ Highness. Fry/fi a ihoroimh convic- 

" tion of the injuiies liis Koyaf ll^gb^css 
'' has sulFored m his cliuraclcr ^uid rc- 


a periiliar mnniifr direuteil, calls on the Co«, t for 
J^fieeub, Thursday, 6th July, ISIO. 
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** patation, w^e anticipate the wishes of’ 
“ ilie military, in the restoration qf his Royal 
Highness to tliab situation his comluct so 
dignified, evinced in the regulations, 
and benevolence he most lioerally ancf 
impartially extended to all ranks in the 

“ army. Tlie army is, therefore, re* 

“ quested to afford their signature to a Veti^ 
tion, intended to be presented to tha 
King’s Most Excellent Majesty, to hum- « 
** bly infreat his Majesty will be graci- 
ously pleased in restore his Royal High* 
ness Frederick Duke of Yorko to the office 
" of Commander in Chief, &c. &c.~ 

" Books for the s'^'gnntuici of those Officers, 
who ^ire dispo.^ed to subscpibe to the 
** above Petition, arc now' opened at, &c.'^ 
— -Now’, as to w’hat this Addres.s .says 
about the base means used against the Dukeqf 
York, it will pass for nothing as long as 
the two Darling Letters remain, and in* 
deed as long as the proceedings of 1S0^> 
are in existence. Ilciwever, this is not 
the subject now’ to be considered. .N’or 
do 1,^ for my part, think that it signifies 
one straw, whether the Duke of York b® 
rehtored'or not. To put him out of his' 
place was an object not worth an hour of 
the time: of any man above the rank of a 
common day-labourer; and very stupid 
indeed must those be, who supposed that 
IMr. Waidli/s undertaking w'as directed 
to this point. For ivy own part, [ have 
declared over and over again, that I would 
not have taken my right leg and thrown 
it across my left knee for the sake of 
ousting him from his place. Tf\pre 
was, and there is, io me nothing that 1 
can form an idea of more indillerent 
than whether he he or he yot Com- 
mander 111 Chief. Whether the fly that is 
now moving about upon my paper be a 
male or«a feinalc is a matter of full as much 
iinpoflanee in my sight as wdiether the 
Duke of York or Sir David pundas be 

(knumaiitler in Chief. Rut, asJ to liiis 

Address to the ARMY to sign a petition, 
calling upon the King to rcstoie the Duke 
ot York, that is a mailer woithy ot soifie- 
thing in the way of ob.sei vation, especially 
considering the*munncr, in which it has 
11 
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been spoken of by the news>papcrs, those 

of the ministerial side not excepted.* 

TIk: CouHiER of the 22nd, has these re- 

marks upon the subject. Wo have 

** inserted in our last pag** tlie Aedress to 
" which we alluded yesterday, pur,)orting 
to be an Address to the Army relative to 
the restoration of the Duke of York as 
^ Commander in Chief, We had pre- 
pared some remarks upon it. But we 
** imdastand rhat the Address has been 
" disave-jued ; and a Morning Paper asserts 
'J.' ihai his Koyal Highness has cypresstd 

* his indignation at this pretended uittifi- 
** * nnce of the army, which has giviii seri- 
" ‘ OU3 otfence to many military Odicers 
" * of high rank, and that measitrts are noiv 
** * tHking to detect the person or persons 

* with whom this application origyiated, 

' in order to adopt measures to biiiig the 

* parties lopiinishuicnt.^i The idea of 

" an Army constiiiuiiig itself a delibe- 
'' rative body, cannot be too deeply re- 

prolmtfd as the most unconstitutional 
** and most ho.stile to our FREEDOM that 

could possibly be entertained. 

But, if this be true, wliat are we to think 
of the Attorney GeneraEs positive decla- 
ration, made to the face of the Judges, 
that the ARMY called upon them for 
justice against me ? it, surely, cannot be 
worse for the army tv) interfeie in military 
than in civil matters. It, surely, cannot 
be w^orse for them to call for the proirno- 
tion of a superior oflTicer, than for^them to 
call upon the Judges to iiiilict punidnuent 
to avenge them. And, after reading in the 
news-papers, that the Judges had been 
told to their teeth, that the army called 
upon them to do thus or thus, was it at all 
wonderful if they thought thcm.selves at 
liberty to call upon the king to promote 
his son ? And yet the Cocrilk, who said 
not a word about the speech of the Attor- 
ney General, has now discovered, that it 
is *k mo.st unconstitutional and most hostile 
" to oor Jreedom/^ for the army to consti- 
tute itself a deliberative body. Why was 
not thi' rotmark made, when, in the court 
of King's Bench, the Judges w«?re told, 
that ihc army called upon them to punish its 
traducer ? ** Unconstitutional/^ indeed ! 

Hostile to our freedom And, does the 
man who \vrites and sells this, think that 
any living creature is to be deceived by 
it ? Does lie think that even those whd 
believe that a man can add to his money 
by taking it out of one pocket and putting 
it into the oiber^ are to be, now-a-days, 
deceived by this ? If he does, 1 really 


pity him. There is not a mad-house in 
the three kingdoms that contains any poor 
soul ideot enough to be any longer im- 
posed upon by such cant. 

Hoi.l.\nd. So many Ihiiigs, iieir^r 

home, or, a^ least, of more pre-^fting iiiU - 
rest, have, of late, ntlered theiiisolves, that 
1 have been induced to po^^tpone the ob- 
seivalioiis, that I intendtd to mi.ke upoii 
the late change in Holland, by wliitii \ \ic 
Emperor NajH)leou ha^ taken that country 
wholly into his own hands^ or, in other 
words, has in name as well as in fact, united 

it to France. A great deal lias I eeii 

writUn, in the Fiigli^li prints, n[>on this 
ciiange ; but, the writers have confined 
then selves almost wholly to the taking of 
such \iews of the matter as men might be 
expet ted to take, who were excessively 
angry tcith Psapoleon. Bui, it appears to 
me, that w e should bestow our time, as far 
as is connected wdth this subject, in con- 
sidering wdiether the change recently made 
in Holland will affect us; and, if it he like- 
ly to do so, how it will affect iss. Never- 

theless, as being mattfr^of history, we 
ought not to omit that part of the subject, 
with which wc may be less directly con- 
cerned. Let us, then, consider the change, 
Kst, as a matter between Napoleon and his 
Louis ; 2ndly, as a thing affecting 
the people Holland ; and, 3rdly, as an 

event affecting England. As to the fiist, 

had I never read any of the Finglish com- 
mentaries upon the conduct of the Em- 
peror, in this respect, J should have re- 
garded the change a.s nothing more than 
the mere displacing of an agent, and taking 
the care of the thing into the principaFs 
own hands ; for, 1 never looked upon king 
Louis as any thing m*re than the ag^nt, 
or the servant, of the Emperor ; and, if 
the writers in our public prints ever looked 
upon him in any other light, they were 
guilty of most shameful hypocrisy; for, 
where is the reader, who can fail to bear 
in mind, that these writers have, ever 
since Louis was appointed king of Hol- 
land, continually insisted, that Holland 
was a province of France ? Where is fho 
reader, who can fail to have this fact fresh 
in his memory ? But, behold ! now that 
the use of a name is thrown aside, these 
writers aifect to have looked upon Holland 
as an independent kingdom! Aye; but that 
is not all. They not only alfeot to have 
regarded Holland as ah independent king- 
dom; but,4iave regarded king Louis as a 
very good sort of a king. Oh ! how many 
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times have llicse same vvi iters spoken of 
this same Louis in terms the most harsh 
and degrading ! What abuse have they 
not lieaped upon him! And in what melt- 
ing strains liavc they poured forlli their 
tender hearts in pity towards the poor good 
Dutch, who were wailing the loss of the 
House of Orange, under the cruel compul- 
sion of submitting t<» this upstart t \ rant of 
the House of Buoiiaparle! But, the mo- 
nieut that Napoleon turned this ** npsuirr 
tyrant” off, the tyrant became a very 
good king in the eyes of these gentlemen. 
Whether the. letter of Louis (see llegiUer, 
present Volume, page 150) be genuine or 
not, 1 do not pretend to say, though if I 
were, to give my opinion I should give it 
in the negative ; hut, be that as it may, 
what ground is there for any one to say 
that Louis was a good kmg.^ Wliat did 
he ever do for the people of Holland i 
Why, however, do 1 ask any question of 
this sort, when it is notorious, that these 
writers all of them treated him a.s the tool 
in the hands of i more powerful despot ; 
and, that th.^'y represented him as being 
particularly defeslable, because his ollice 
served to disguise, in some sort, the real 
tyranny that he was employed to exercise 
over the poor good Dutchmen, who, up to 
the hour that it was known, or reported, 
that Napoleon meant to dethrone hi» bro- 
ther, wi’rc represented as being in the 
situation the most deplorable in the world. 
From that hour, however, Louis became 
ail object of praise with the London print.s, 
who called him the honest and exo ilent 
Louis who styled his Letter an af- 
fecting publication who lamented that 
" he could no longer be of service” to the 
Dutch ; who .said that he was unable, by 
the pow'er of*' his iiitreatics lo rescue them 
from the most hcj'rible of all calamities, the 
quartering of FOREIGN TROOPS in then 
towns and cities ;” who, in short, from a 
base histrument of hard-hearted despo- 
tism, transformed him, in the twdnkling of 
an eye, into a most just, mild, humane, 
tendcr-liearted sovereign, who, rather than 
oppress his people, the poor good Dutch, 
or be an instrument in the hands of their 
oppressor, voluntarily resigned hi.^ crowui, 
ahd was almost, if not quite, ready to re- 
sign his life. All this would be matter 

for mere laughter, were it not amongst the 
means, by which this nation haS been de- 
ceived. This false^view of the event is a 
great deal worse dian nolhina b*?cause it 
counteracts, or obstructs, the nperalton of 
I'he common sense of the public ; who, if 


these writers had been silent, would have 
seen, in the change in Holland, nothing more 
than the turning out of an unfit agent, or, 
the putting an end to an agency, which it 
was no longer thought proper to continue; 
and, they would, ciccovding to that opi- 
nion, hav(,* formed a proper esLimalc of the 
porver of Napoleon as far as rel?iies to 
Holland. But, from being toid tlrat 
Jaiuis’s Letter is a most interestMg docu- 
'' meiit from being told about the dis- 
coveries inatle by Louis, in the " simplicity 
“ of his heart that it was the ** con.'it^nt 
** ivisli of Louis lo anieliorate the lot of tlie 
" Dutch that he abilicalcd his throne 
" rather than be an histrument in their op’- 
pression;” that Louis, having become a 
king, " set about perhirmnig the duties of 
hi Si station with a sinceie desire to fnljlT 
than for the welfare of the people over 
" w'Uom he was placed that he was 
continually thwarted *' in [i\& praise-worthy 
career that, in taking up the pen, 
Louiii has " wielded a weapon more ter- 
" rific lo his brotlier than Ahe sword 
that, though Napoleon had ** fettered the 
** press, it would be no easy task for him 
" to preclude tlie complaints of bis bro- 
" iher frotn veachirai the ears of those over 
** whom he ruUs.” From being told this 
(as they were in our papers of the 28th of 
.Inly) and a great <feal more of the same 
sort, the public mind was led away from 
the* foreright and natural view of the sub- 
ject, aiid was induced to entertain hopes, 
that the change in Holland was calculated 
to produce some great convuis’on favour- 
able to us, because injurious to Napoleon. 
Thus was the public mi.sicd; and, in like 
manner, havt; they been misled from the 
year to this present hour. It was 

the gro.ssest of all*follies to suppose, that 
the Emperor had, at any momenl, left 
Holland to be ruled, or made use of, iu 
any other wmy, than the way that he 
.‘•lioidd point out ; that, in short, H<?lland 
was any thing, either more or loss than a 
vovince of France. The Emperor made 
is brother a king in onJer llAt he might 
be in rank above his great generals ; but, 
it vi as not to be believed, that he would 
ever. Tor one moment, put out of his abso- 
lute power, the vast rcs(‘urces«or j country 
like Holland, by the means *of whn.li he 
can more annoy us, than by all his other 
means put together. Louis, it would 
seem, was seized with notions oi imltptnd^ 
enci; and he talk<. in good set tevnv?, 
about his afliction for his people ; about 
injustice ; about oppression \ about seeing 
H 2 
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his C'Aj'lul nrcupicvl l>y forcifxn troops; 

his Siiucn, and the Prince Royal. 
This U a little too iiulirrons. li is a little 
too stupid to be aiitliciilic. Mtthcr, how- 
ever, he wrote tliis I.rtter or ho did not. 
ir he did not, why, then, it is a mere im- 
posture all tn;^^eihor; and, if he did, I am 
sure he was too groat a fool to be trusted 
with the governinont even of the Dutch. 

Such IS the light, in vi'hirh the com- 
mon sense of Eiiglidinien would have seen 
the rlnnige in Holland, as far as related 
to Napoleon's conduct towards his brother, 
iHhe operation of that common sense had 
not been obstructed by the combined ef- 
forts of our public prints. Let us now 

consider the change as affecting the people 
of Holland, And, here, we may first oh-* 
serve, that we have no evidence of tlic 
people of Holland dhlikin'^ the ohange. 
To hear our public prints, w ho would not 
have expected to hear of riots at the 
Hague and at other places. Nothing of the 
kind. .A report is made to the i'lnpi ror 
upon the state of HoDatid. This report 
shews, or, rather, assets, that Holland 
ought to be united to France ; and, what 
ivappens then ? Wh}', a decree is drawn 

up, and the thing is done. There have 
been no commotions ; there has been no 
opposition to the execution of this decree: 
and Napoleon has been to visit Holland 
with as little ceremony as he would go to 
visit one of his gardens or parks. There 
is no reasoning wdtli us any more, then, if 
we w'ill persist in believing that the poor 
good Dutch dislike him to such a degree, 
that each iiidiviilual would gladly <:ut his 

throat. Hut, what has he r/owc to the 

Dutch ? What measures has he adopted, 
that they should so hate him } In wdial 
way has he made their situation by 

this change? We are told (Morning 
Chronicle 30th July), that French troops 
have been brought into Holland, while many 
of the riative troops have been sent abroad. 

Indeed ! We arc told, that about 

ii,000 officers of police were to be ap- 
pointed with special powers and authority 
to enter, ai any time, the dwellings, warc^ 
houses, and other buildings of the people. 

Indeed ! — — We are told, that 

the outraged people submitted to all this 

with the greatest patience Indeed ! 

So; Nhp<»leoii brings foreign troops 

into the cmiritry, does he, while he takes, 
care to send the native troops into foreign 
countries f And he authorizes his spics/and 
police-mcn to enter peoples* houses, does he, 
at miy hour in the night f And the people 
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submit to all this with the greatest patkner^ 

do they? Poor Dutch! One of our 

n liters seems to have become (juile en- 
raged ufion the t ; aiul says (See 

Times 2iul August) that “ he for his part 
“ will never cease from relating the acts 
** of Buonaparte just as he perfoiins ihrin, 
" with all the fidelity and precision he is 
** able, anil that, having done so, he will, 
aye will he, uppl}’’ to them sitcfi terms 
** and epithets as they mnit; and this he 
** esteems to he a dutj", which, as a pnblit. 
** journalist , he owes to his (’ouiitr\ and to 
mankind in general.*' There is boldness 
for \mu ! There is liheUy of the press ! He 
is not afraid, this man is not, of at lacking 
Buonaparte by naiiie. That is something 

like liberty of the prcvs. But, to re- 

tiiin, for a moment, to the Diilch: wo aro 
told (See* Morning Chronicle 31st July) 
that the people are kept in iwe by the 
foreign troops, who t ike cvi n their food 
from them, v\ho //i//) iAc//».^t7rcs, at pleasure, 
to eviryihing they w'jini; which is, in- 
deed, what might be vory reasonably ex- 
pected. We are furl her tidd, that the 
people are (juife hroWn doxi,n in spirit ; and 
thatthty submit most patiently to all that 

is done by the JVi^nch. Now, either 

tin’s is all true, or it is not; if the latter, 
there i.n no more to be said about it; and, 
if the former, I shall leave the reader to 
settle the (jueslion of whether the Dutch 
dcsetve what they get, or not. But, at any 
rate, it appears very vicar to me, that the 
change in the goretnment can have made 
no difference 2 ii all to the Dutch; for, wdint 
is it toMt'peop/cof I lolland, xvint enters their 
houses and who robs them, so that their 
houses are entered, and so that they arc 
robbed ! What signifies it whether the 
I Uobbers come from the South or ihc^ 
I North; what sort of clothes they wear ; 

I w hat sort of language they speak ? Just 
as if the robbery could be the less dis- 
tre.ssing for being committed by a man in a 
particular dress. Nothing is .so sUipid; 
so despicably stupid, as partiality in the 
choice of Public Robbers. Would yon, 
reader, if robbed upon Hounslow Heath, 
care one straw what dress the highway^ 
man was clad in, or what counli y l»e came 
from ? Anti, why shonM the Dutch be 
afiected by any .such distinction? They 
are, it seems, compelled to submit to Pub- 
lic Robbery ; and, if it be so, 1 think it is 
better to l»e robbed by the principal than 
by his deputy. B»t the debt, i|ie Na- 

tional Deht|of Holland, is to be wiped off 
with a spunge ; or, two thirds of it arc, at 
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least, so to be (]is|'*o.ccl of. 'rhis may be 
Bubjoct of deep complaint with the few, 
w ho own the debt; but, it will be a subject 
of great joy with the* mnny who pay the 
interest upon that debt. Our vvi iters, 
M'hen they were at work upon this part of 
the subject, and estimating the hatred that 
this sponging W'^ork would infallibly en- 
grmler against Napoleon, seem to have 
wholly forgotten the circumstanct*, that 
the interest upon the National Debt in 
Holland was paid by the Duuh ; anil, 
further, that, whatever might be the justice 
or injustice of the measure, Napoleon him- 
self got nothing by it ; having, by bis 
abolition of two thirds of the debt, merely 
relieved the great mass of the people from 
the pa 3 'merit of two thirds of the amount 
of what they before paid in the way of 
interest upon the debt. Why, therefore, 
should the people of Holland h.ite him on 
acrouni ol lliis change ? 'i’o be relieved 
fioin sikIi a bin den of taxation must be 
of niucli more importance to them than 
the mere name of fheir ruler, or the in- 
significant circunvitaiice of ilicss in the 
persons who wcie to enter their dwellings 
and oii!-houses at their plfasure. What 
is it to the Dutchman, wheiher lii-j food be 
taken from him by the soldier in junon, or 
by some one dstt who comes and takes it, 
while the soldier is waiting, with his 
iiiiiskct cocked, round the corner of the 
street ? This seems to be the only mate- 
rial change, lately irftroduced amongst the 
Dutch by Napoleon; and, I am int lined 
to thiiil<« that the ])utcli tiiul it full as 
well to pay the soldier directly, and in 
kind, as to be fleeced and sweated and 
squeezed by an intermediate agency, 
which, call it by what name you will; 
smooth it over, varnish it, ibsguise it, do 
wliat you like with it, was, at last, 
neither more nor less than \\\9 power of the 

musket. We hear, from Holland, and 

from many other countries, of discontents 
after discontents ; but none of them ever 
break out li«io action. If wdiat our public 
prints tell us be true, Napoleon is haled by 
every soul upon the Continent of Eun pe. 
I'he Dutch hate him, the Spaniards hate 
him, ihc Swiss hate him, the Italians hate 
i»im,lheCermanshaiehim, the French hate 
him mortally. All hisCieiierals hate him. 
Fvery living creature wishes him dead, 
llut, in the midst of this univtrsHl hatrecl, 
we see him quitting his capital and his 
kinj^Jom, for weeks ami months together, 
'vhhout any attenq^s being njide against 
authority, and we see him jn battle 
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after battle without any him to ln> peivm. 
We have had him several. times poisoned, 

or stabbed,' and he is yet unhmi It is 

quite astonishing that we should still be- 
lieve these things. We liave gone on be- 
lieving in thi') w'ay from the year 1702; 
and, it really does now seem, that nothing 

will ever cuie ns. Had we not been 

th us under the innucncc of a hlindriesd 
nut to he acroiinted fur, our condition 
would not have been W’lril it ikav is. Wc 
should not have acted upon those false 
hopes, which, day after da}^ have only 
tended to pave the way for our ruin. \Ce 
have not seen, because we would not see ; 
because we appear to have made a vow 
not to see, that it was />7i6/if opinion, that 
it was a new way (f thinking, in the nations 
of Kqropc, and not any thing peculiar- 
to Buijnaparte, that was operating the 
changes in covornment and dominion. 

I He is a great Soldier and a great Slates- 
I man ; but, he would have done little, or 
nothing, wdihout pulilic opinion. ' That 
h IS been at work for him every where, 
and he has increlv ai tended £o iis invita- 
tions. We allow, indeed, that he has 

a faction in Ireland, It was openly de- 
t lured in parliament, that titere was a 
French faction in Ireland, and a law w'as 
pa.sscd upon a presumption of the truth of 
the fact. The Morwing Post of the 1 3th 
instant says : '' Ireland, indeed, demands 
A^N AHMY, xvorried and distracted she is 
by French conspiracUb aitd nuivhinations.** 
Now", how docs this agree with all our as- 
sertioys about a univc',.\tJ hatred exir>ting 
against Napoleon ? Wh.it a handsome 
! compliment do we, in thrse asyertiorts, 
coupled With our declarations regarding 
JivJand, pay ourselv^kor rather our go- 
vernment ? We i«sS^ that all the peo- 
ple of ail the nations on the coutimuit hale 
Napoleon ; that even the French hate 
hiin‘; ami yet that, such is his influenctt 
in Ireland, that that country demands^ 7c- 
gutar army. IIwmH not do to sliullle here, 
and say, that, by French fiu:tions?Lf\f\ Frcneh 
conspiracies, wo do not mean 4 >ersons at- 
tached to the Emperor Napoleon ; be- 
caui 5 e, if that be not our meaning, there is 
no sei*.se in our words, especially when 
accompfWiied with the declaration ot the 

I iieccs.sity of an army. One^would think 

that, in this single fact respectin..^ Ireland, 
•there was (|uilo enough to undeceive us 
as to this belief of N.ipoleuifs being an 
obj«^l of universal hatied. One would 
think, that, at any rate, it would set us to 
reflecting upoi! the matter ; that it would 
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induce us to make an elibrt to get rid of 
the influence of a prejudice so LUiii ; but, 
greatly do I fear that neither it nor any 
thing else ever will, and that we shall still 
cling to the imposture, by which we have 
been brought into our piesent situation. 

The third light, in which I wish the 

reader to consider tlu* recent change in 
Holland, namely, as it may affect England, 
does not appear to have been at all thought 
of by any of our public WTiters ; or, at 
least, they have not bestowed upon it that 

attention which it evidently culls for. 

'lidl the interior part of the continent was 
settled, Napoleon could not attend to Hol- 
land. lie could neither attend to it in 
person nor could he conveniently spare 
either the army or the men of talent 
nece-ssary to give to it its full degree of 
"utility, or, even to put it in motn.y».- lie 
.«icenis toliuve placed Loui> in it for a time, 
and to have given him the title of kint* 
for the purpose of ainu.-*ing, not ‘»nly 
tlie Thitcli but die world. Ion, having 
settled the inl^-rior of tiic C’oiitincru, Ins 
next object .was, of cour.<»e, to make use 
of Holland, that comiUy, wliiih of all 
others, he must liave kiiown, w as the most 
valuable u.s a means ofarinoving and injur- 
ing England, lie might not have originally 
entertained the design <d’ diNplaring his 
brother ; but, there can be no doubt of 
his never having intended to leave this 
valuable country under the conij oul of any 
one but himself. If, therefore, he foiind, 
that Loui.swas a man, incapable of execut- 
ing Ills fle.vigns as far as related to Holland ; 
or, that he was puHed up with ahy no- 
tions of independenec ; or that he w^as 
really a man to be softened by the wail- 
ings of indiviviualjistrcss, necessary to 
the ejecting of lli|||;rcal warlike projects 
in view"; he would, oV course, oust him 
with very little ceremony. To have sup- 
po.sed th<‘ contrary, would have argued a 
woi'derful degree of folly. There has, in 
thekhole of Napoleoirs history, appeared 
ii Vii-y strong desire to aggrandize liis 
family. His brothers, his mother, his 
sister, his uWle: he has neglected none of 
them. He has not turned his hack upon 
any of them. He has brought them all 
forward. He has done great things lor 
them all and for all tho.se allied to them, 
in even thb most distant degree. Wo 
iihould not, in estimating his views upon 
the present occasion, overlook this cirnmi-* 
stance; because it ought to satisfy us,jthat, 
in displacing his brother Louis, he must 
have been actuated by some powerful mo- 


tive. The fact is, that it is very clear, 
that he would sacrifice much to his fainily 
of any thing but his views of dominion; 
but, that he would, if necessary, sacrifice 
family or any thing else to those view.s. 

I do not mean to the mere possession of terri^ 
ioty; for, possess, in the true sense ot the 
word, or even govern, he cannot, tlie half 
of the territory that now owns his sway. 
Ills ambition is of a higher order : w'hat he 
aims at, is, commanding the world ; levelling 
old establislmierits ; ])ulliiig dow'n what- 
ever oj)po.ses him; revolutionizing the 
world ; in the accomplishment of which 
views he has been most w'onilerfully aided 
by most of the old establishments them- 
.selves. Indceil he is not so much the leader 
of an army as the agent of a jnoral prin- 
ciple. To do what be has done he must 
have been a great captLun ; but, if arms 
alone had aided him, he would at this day 
have been, at most, the commander of a 
briga<le, and, perhaps, not that. He would, 
very iikel\%fecl humiliated at the thought, 
hut, it is nevertheless true, that every man, 
who views with a philosophic eye what is 
now going on in the world, looks upon 
Napoleon as nothing more than an un- 
conscious instniinent for giving etli'Ct to a 

great pervading principle. It is not the 

interest nf those who fatten upon ci>rrup- 
tion to .suffer this to he believed, if they 
can prevent it. It is their interest to make 
men believe, that Huoiiaparle has been 
eh'vated hy mere accident ; that mere acci- 
dent may kick him down ; and, that, at 
any rate, all danger' would end with 
life. lUil, are not our own declarations re- 
garding Ireland a sutlicienl aiiNwer to this? 
What ran the Irish know pcisonally of Buo- 
naparte ? What can they care about him 
personally? No: it is the principle, oi 
which he is the agent, and which prin- 
ciple would fmd another agent if he were 
gone; just, as in other cases, the Agents 
of the principle of corruption and public- 
Tohhcry, are supported by the Robbers for 
the sake of the principle, and not for their 
own sakes. The Miscreant of the day is 
puifed up with the notion, that it is to him 
personally that the adulation is paid ; but, 
each succeeding Miscreant receives just 
the same quantity and kind of adula- 
tion : the name only is changed ; t»he 
principle continues the same. In Hol- 

land the mass of the people wull, pro- 
bably, he pleased with the change that 
has taken place* When we landed in 
Zealand, ifiere was not, that 1 ever heard 
aby of the Dutch, who came to join us ; 
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which does not agree with what we have 
been told of the hatred, that the people of 
those countries bear towards the govern- 
ment of Napoleon. There is no harm in 
our wishing the Dutch to hate him and his 
government any more than there was in 
General Sarrazin's wishing, (some years 
ago,) the Irish to hate our king and his 
government : there is no harm in our en- 
deavouring to make all the world hate him : 
the Iiarm is, in our believing that such 
hatred exists, when it does not exist ; be- 
cause, the eilect of such belief is, to make 
us slack in our ellbrts to procure the adop- 
tion of such uieasurcs as arc necessary to j 
our defence against him. When we he ml, 
that he had ousted his brother from Hol- 
land, and was directing all his own atten- 
tion and energy that W'ay, we should im- 
mediately have followed him with our 
eyes, and with our pens. We, ‘should have 
set to work to consider what were our 
means of defence against a hundred ships 
of war poured out of the mouths of the 
rivers and out of the ports of Holland, a 
country once the rival of England upon 
the seas, and the naval means of which 
country nothing can destroy ; we should 
have begun seriously to calculate the con- 
sequences, not of a landing in England 
with a force of fifty thousand men, at the 
end of eight or ten hours sail, but, surely, 
we might have begun to calculate the con- 
sequences (f kfiofian preparations for such an 
expediiiotk. It appears to me, tliat Napo- 
leon is now setting about the preparation 
©fail invading armament in Holland. There, 
I think, lie will make his grandest prepa- 
ration. And, if, in the course of a year, 
or a year and a half, he has a numerous 
fleet ready for sea, with an army on board, 
will the eilect here be to make us laugh ; 
especially if the Flotilla at Boulogne be 
again in a state of readiness, while a fleet 
at Brest, another at Roebfort, at FcitoI, 
and Lisbon, all with troops on board, stare 
us in the face at the same time ? Shall we 
then laugh ? Such a combination of means 
of altack may, perhaps, never be seen ; 
but, it is much less improbable than was 
the battle of Wagram, the conquest of 
Vienna, and the last marriage of Napoleon. 
It being far within the scope of possibility, 
that \vc shall behold such a combination, 
we ought, 1 think, to be looking forward 
to the consequences. That we shall be 
able to defend our country, though attack- 
^ in many parts aj once, is what I will 
itot doubt of ; though 1 do think, that, 
wh«a the ministerial writers Ibemselves 
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declare, thaturi army is necessary to de- 
fend Ireland against French factions and 
conspiracies, even mom;, we ought to reflect 
a little on what would be wanted in the 
case contemplated ; that is to say, in the 
case of there being French annic?. afloat 
at Roebfort, Brest, Ferrol, and Lisbon. Let 
me not be interrupted here and abused for 
counting these two last places amongst the 
ports of iluonaparte. 1 am merely suppos- 
ing w hat is possible, 1 am aware, that while 
we have an army sixty thousand men in 
Portugal, under my Lord Talavera, to 
whose ai my the French generafs soldiers 
are deserting by liund: eds at a time j 1 
am aware, that, while this is tlie case, it 
W'ould, as the Morning Post says, be das- 
tardly to 'the last degree, to entertain any 
appiebeiisions for the final safety of Por- 
tugal. But, tliougb. we tan have no such 
apprefii nsions, tboro is a possUnlity of the 
pol ls of Ferrol and Lisbon falling under the 
domination of Napoleon : ‘iXmi,if they should, 
then the case, which, for argument's sake, 
1 have supposed, may happen ; and, if ii 
should happen, whatw il! be the consequences, 
Jiotof a landing in England, but of a wamce 
to land ? And, what will be the conse- 
quences in Ireland, either of an actual 

landing, or of a mennee to land ? If I 

am ai»ked, now, why 1 point out these 
tlangers without pointing out the means 
of prevention, I answer that 1 am not 
bound to point out any means of preven- 
tion;: and for this plain reason, tlut i may 
know of none, and yet I have a right to 
shew, and it may be very useful to shew, 
that tiy? danger exists, or may very soon 
exist. The means of prevention that I 
should be disposed to point out might bring 
me a great deal of abuse, if not sotnething 
worse ; and, therefore,.! shall, for the. pre- 
sent, at least, keep 4licm to myself; but, 
it docs not follow, that 1 am not to speak 
<‘f the danger, because, if this principle 
were to be adopted, no man would be 
allowed to complain of any evil, for wbicb 
he had not a remedy. Something very 
much like this was, indeed, attempted to 
be urged against Mr. Fox, at 4he time ot 
the stoppage of cash payments at the 
Ilaiik, ill ivy? ; but, he replied: Wliat 1 
** do. you call upon me for a remedy, who 
have been, for so many years, wMi’iiing 
you against the evil that b^i* now ar- 
'' rived : if there be no remedy, so much 
•“ the greater your fault, and no fault at 
« all of mine.'' Still, however, tlie 
herelits of Pitt insisted, that it was Mr. 
Foij^’s business^ to Jbid a remedy lor the 
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evil, to hold his tongue, and they flew at 
him, in a pack, opeii-iu<mthcil, ami that, 
too, at the very moment, that the holders 
of bank notes were slinking back, w ith 
empty hands and lopping ears, from 

Threadneedle Street. Such may he the 

case with respect to me and my warnings ; 
but, no abuse of me will mend the mat- 
ter; no abuse of me will retard either the 
armaments or the armies <if Napoleon, 
and, I am quite sure, that it will never give 
me a moment's uneasiness. 

^ PoRTCGAi, To be sure, when wc 

3ook aithe pi eseiit posture otoui atVairs in 
this country (wheie we have an arin\ of 
Sixijf thousand fighting 7 }itn ) as described 
by the Editors of our ministerial prints, 
there is not much ground for fear of the 
- result of the campaign now going and, 
of course, not much reason to fear, that 
Napoleon will ever get possession of the. 

ports of Ferrol and Lisbon. Ey ihc 

Courier news-paper of the 23d instant, 
Vie are informed, that iNIassena had licen 
outwitted by my Lord Talavcra ; that the 
former (great fool!) hoped wr .should ic- 
lieve Rodrigo; next, that we should niukc 
a stand at Fort Conception; and, Iastl\, 
that we should risk a hattle for the sake of 
Almeida; in all which hopes niy Lord 
Talavcvii had completely disappointed the 
rrenchman, who, ihougii the favourite of 
Napoleon, had been uut-gcneralled by 

my Lord of Talavera. We bad, .the 

-same authority informs u.s, on ijic 7th 
instant lairly beat the French at ma- 
noeuvring. It appears, that the fmemy 
loude a movement foiward, with a view" 
of what is called ** turning'^ us, and evi- 
dently would havir brought up a large 
force for the purpose ; but that niy Lord 
Talavera, '* with great judgmont and 
'' promptitude, foresaw his preje^;!, and 
'' disappointed it by throiuing hack his flank 
** and placing the winding Momlego bc- 
•' tween him and the enemy." This, it 
woidd seem, made the enemy retreat with 

all possible speed. In anolbcr part of 

tjie same piint, we are informed, that, if 
a general battle should take place, it will 
end in our favour; that the conque.st of 
Lisbon IS no easy task; that the ^Rritish 
army is in. high spirits and abundantly 
supplied ; that nearly a whole regiment 
of Swi.ss Soldiers, with most of their ofli- 
cers, amounting to about 700 men, had ‘ 
deserted to our army, am! that Massena 
was so distrustful of any troops ' but 
French and Italians^ that h%took care that 


the others should very seldom come 
tvirhin .sight of the British colours; and, 
finally, that ovr Portuguese alhes had mU 
formlj^ conducted themselves very gallantly, 

This being the state of our army in 

Portuga!, there can be very little appre- 
hension entertained, as to the result. 

The IVIorning Post, indeed, of this day 
(Friday) h.as an assertion, whscli, w'ere it 
to be believed, would form a sort ol draw- 
back from this most < onsoling and heart- 

cbetnng intelligence. It is thi.s : 

(iENLRvi BF.Riisi'onn has lately issued 
of (iciicral OrdciN to the Portn- 
guese arny under his command, by 
“ which, it appears, that several hundreds 
** ol* the peasants have deserted their stnn^ 
" daitl, and fled, not the enemy, but lo 
" their homes. Several of them have 
** been apprehended and punished, the 
General having with him Magistrates 
duly appointed for that purpose, and 
** others have been sent to luork the mines,'* 
What! L this Field Marshal Be- 
it sford.^ But, surely, tiu-se peo- 

ple cannot be any part of the J’ortuguese 
army who have uniforinly conducted 
themselves so gallantly?" They cannot 
belong to our Portuguese companion.s in 
arms and in glory r" No, no : upon 
looking at the [laragraph again, ] .see, that 
they wore pcasunts.** I really began to 
fear, that they composed part of the 
thirty thousand allie.s that w'e, the people 
of this countjy, arc jiaying. It would, 
indeed, have been a shocking disappoint- 
ment to find, that, just when the French 
began to come near them, they, our al- 
lies, whom we are paying, should srt 
oft' to ihelr honn-^; should diseit tlu'ir 
standard, should u quire to b«; punished, 
and, some of llitui lo be condemned to 
the mints. — —Dining the two hist w’eeks 
tdu.s same print assured u.s, that ilic Portu» 
gucbc soUlitrs behaved admirably and that the 
people of Portugal were hearty in the cause 
and strenuous in their exertions. It must, 
then, be an abominable slander to hint, 
that the Portuguese army ; that any por- 
tion ©four thirty thousand men, have gon« 
away, slunk oft' home, actually turned tail, 

at the first approach of the enemy 

No, no : hu.<5hed be our fears upon this 
setire. We have, and we know it well, an 
army of .SIXTY '1 HOUSAND MEN in 
our PAY ill Portugal, and we know that 
Mr. ViJliers a.ssured u.s, that none were 
paid of the Portngiie.siP who did not make 
their corporeal appearance ; and, thcre- 
foie,* let uaf btlieve nunc of the^e stories. 
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which seem calculated to make us believe, 
that our army, instead of that of the 

French, is wastinj'* away. We have 

seen, week after week, that the army qf 
Masstna is deserting. Poles, Swiss, and 
inanv besides, to a total amount of a con- 
siderable army. Wc have, at the same 
time, been told of the fidelity and gallan- 
try of our allies. And, shall we now lis- 
ten to sucti stories as this about the de- 
** sertion from the Portuguese army* under 
the command of INIarshal Beresford ? Oh ! 
no : we will not believe this : or, at any 
rate, let us not believe, that the deserters, 
some of whom ha\e been punished, and 
others condemned to the mines, make any 
part of the thirty thousand Portuguese 
that wo pay : let us never believe this. It 
may he that Portuguese peasants** have 
been thus treated. Here is a, contradic- 
lion in terms: they are called the army 
and peasants in one and the same sentence. 
'J’here must he some mistake. It may be 
that Purtuguese peasants have been pu- 
nished, or condemned to the mines, with a 
\ icw of inducing them, or others, to fight 
in tUifcncc of their native country ; this 
may bo ; hut, nothing shall make me be- 
lieve, find I never will believe, that this 
has been the case with respect to any 
part of the thirty thousand men whom we 
;uc paying in Portugal, where, with the 
••xception of tlie deaths of the year, I still 
look upon us as having an army of SIX'FY 

THOL'iSAND fighting men. It is very 

odd, that u e are still in the dark as to 
the numbers of the French army. We have 
intelligence of all sorts except this. We 
art* I old about every movement that takes 
place ; the most exact and minute details 
are given us, as to all other jioints; but, 
upon this point, yielding to no other in 
inipoitance, we never hear one word. 1 
am very anxious to know the iimnbcrs of 
Massknx; because, alter all, what glory 
shall we and our allies gain in beating 
him, unless it appears, that he has a supe- 
riority of numbers.^ The Morning Post, 
during the week before last, stated, that 
we had complete military possession of 
Portugal, and that, “ besides the natural 
strength of the country, there were va- 
•' rious fortified places, which were ade- 
quately garrisoned, and must be regu- 
“ larly besieged^' before the enemy could 
get on ; further, that all the resources of 
the country were' in our hands ; •and, that 
the people were all. hearty in the cause 
and strenuous in their exertmns. This 
being the case, what have wc tl> fear J and 


especially from an enemy like the French, 
who is so execrated in Portugal,'^ ami 
who has been in Portugal before; nav, 
who is now bringing along with him, that 
very Tartar, Junot, who was caught in 
Portugal before ? It were a jest indeed 
that the Portuguese army should desert 
from Marshal Beresford under such cir- 
cumstances ! 

Indian Army. It is not often, that I 

think it worth while to meddle with any 
thing belonging to ** our Empire -in the 
East/* nor would it he very consistent fof 
me to do so, considering what my opinions 
are with respect to the utility of that fa- 
mous “empire;^* hut, theic is a paper, 
which has been published in some of our 
public prints, and esiieciallj^ in the Cou- 
RiiiR ottjic 22d instant, which seems to re- 
quire particular notice. It purports to 

be a letter written to one of Our governors 
in India by the Commander of a Division 
of the army of the i'.ast India Conijiaii}'-, 
on tim 2Ist of July, 1 SOP. Its contents 
are so interesting, tliat 1 think it right in 
place tliem here immediate!}’ under the 
eye of the reader ; am!, 1 am the more 
disposed to make this an object of ge- 
neral observation, because I have not 
yet seen any public print that has made 
a single remark upon it. — — “ To Lir.u- 
'* tenkst (’oi.onm. l\y, Military 
“Sf.<.ret\uv to I or. noN. the Govlr- 
j Kv>a . — Tr inchi nopoly, July ^21 , I SOb — S ir; 

“ On a/urther considfi ation of your h tler 
** of I he 1 Uh insl. 1 think it neccasary for 
** the information of the lion, the Gover- 
" nor, to enter more lolly into a detail of 
" the state, of the native tioops under my 
command, with a view to the measures 
" most likely to ]>revent the evils that 
** must ensue front the present seditio:'*^ 
** stale of the European officers. Upon a 
•' general view of the Furopean ofiicers ol 
the corp':, taken from a coii.stant f lost 
attentiou to their own manner and«opi- 
iiioiis, and from various reports I have 
** heard at dillereiit times, directly and i*?- 
** direotly. 1 believe that most,* it not the 
whole of the European officers lu>ld rpi- 
nions that are incompatible tciih the subm - 
f* dinafion necessary to make an army usi/id to 
Us country, Tlie sentiments that I aliudod 
to are, the conceiving ilnMiiscIvcs la- 
bouriiig under grievances, and uniformly 
**• avowing their right to claim and enforce 
“ from Government a rcdie.ss of them. 
" according to the temper, ]jnrsuits, and 
** circuutstuuc^s of the diflbrliiit officers, as 
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** they ar« more or less inclined to despe- 
** rate measures ; many of them being 
i-uincd in their fortunes, would be willing 
** to undertake any thing that might pro- 
bably produce a change. Although I 
do not think that any native corps will 
risk any opposition to C>overninent 
** when in garrison with a King's regi- 
** ment, yet I should much cjiiestiou their 
" conduct if removed to any dislaiicc by 
^ themselves; and I am fully of opinion, 
if in any case they were called upon to 
act against each other, they would instantly 
become non-ejfficient . — Having an army 
** of officers so generally discffected, you will 
•* observe tiiat my conclusions are guided 
much by the information contained in 
yowr letter of the 1 ilh iiisl. Ilowevar 
** well inclined the sepoy may be at pre- 
sent (and which 1 believe him to be 
most perfecily), it must follow^ by the 
means of misreprestiUatioiis and pro- 
** mists, which oHicers always ha^^e the 
" means of making to the soldier, that the 
** whole of the native troops must, sooner 
'' or la^er, become a seditious arnf}^ and 
•' hostile to government. Such appearing 
«' to be iJic present situation of the Com- 
pany’s troops, in order to avoid the cala- 
** mity of a civil war, 1 beg leave to offer 
** my opinion, that stronger measures 
ought to DC |iursued, instead of those 
that have hitlu rlo been adopted, no less 
** than ti reform <>f the native troops ap- 
'' [/earing to be necessary. There seems 
to be only one mode that will ansVer 
that purpose, besides that of it*? entire 
•• reduction, which is that oi' removing the 
whole of the European officers frotii the 
native corps. It is an undertaking cer- 
'* tainly unprecedented, and at first view 
may be thought difheuit to be accom- 
« plisbed. I am, notwithstanding, con- 
vinced that, u’«/i hecrccy, proper arrange^ 
'' ment, and a simultancotis 7noveinent, the 
most of the native troops in the Carnatic 
be changed in one day, Irom a 
** ^iTitioiis to a loyal army. " I have 
the honour to be, &c. W. Wilkinson, 

Colonel Commanding S. Division." 

One v/ould ahnost suppose this to be a 
forgery. Not on account of its contents, 
but on account of its publication,^^lf^ how- 
ever, it be authentic, what a slate must the 
Empire" be in ? What should we think 
of NapolcoiTs empire, if one of his com- 
manders were to make such a report ? 
This is the way to judge of the eflect that 
such news as this will produce in the world. 
What would our public prints have said. 


im 

if such a paper had been written by one 
of the French Commanders in Spain or 
Italy or Holland ?— I do not, however, 
wish to represent this as a matter to ex- 
cite alarm amongst the people of this king- 
dom ; for l am quite of Mr. Spence's 
opinion, that the nation would be more 
powerful and safe without India than 
with India ; but, if there be persons who 
think differently, it is, I think, time for 
I tlicm to look about them ; for, if this letter 
} do not contain intelligence alarming to 
them, I do not know whnt can alarm them. 
— Government purely military may, for a 
time at least, be strong and firm ; but, to 
a government, where there is any mixture 
1 of civil rights tolerated, a vast military 
j force muscy?/tfl//y be dangerous. The offi- 
1 cers, serving in India, have, I dare say, 
i carried out with //le^zw, those opinions that are 
incompatible with the subordination " iie- 
cessary to make an army useful to its 
“ country'^ in the sense in which Mr. WTl- 
I KiNsoN takes the word useful ; and, how 
! are those principles to be got out of them ? 

I It is very likely, indeed, that their opi- 
, nions arc not compatible with the subor- 
j dination necessary in India ; but, w’hat 
I will be gained by displacing them ? That 
' is the (jUPftlion. — With such scanty infor- 
mation before us, we cannot form any 
very coirect judgment upon the subject ; 
but, if the letter be really what it purports 
tf> be, the intclligenee fiom India must 
very soon be of an iin[)ortaut nature. 

Mr. a. O'Connor. The following 

paragrajili has ajjpeared in all the London 
prints.— The fcdlowing is the extract of 
** a letter from Arthur O'Connor, dated 
from his farm about 18 miles from 
Paris, the 1. '1th July, 1810. — 'You did 
" me but justice in contradicting that I 
" ' ever had the smallest connection or 
" ' hand in any Newspaper in this Country. 
"'They little know my feelings who 
" ' think I could ever meddle in such 
" ' things in these time.s. Neither my 
" ‘ head, hand or heart have been en- 
' gaged by such affairs for many years; 
" ' and since 1 left Scotland scarce liave. 
'• ‘ 1 written a line for any Newspaper, nor 
" ' have I had the most distant connection’ 

**• with any : of this be assured!'" 1 

insert this w'ithout any knowledge at all of 
the fact. The reader will recollect, that, 

* last week, I inserted the Farewell of the 
Argus, and supposed this gentleman to 
have been the Editor of that celebrated 
Journal. I? would not be at all surprizing. 
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if all that we have been told, day after day, 
for years past, and which we have, there- 
fore, believed, upon this subject, were 
wholly false. It was known, that Mr. 
O’Connor was at Paris ; and, as it suited 
the ends of those, who made the assertion, 
to assert, that he wrote the Argns, they 
made the assertion without any ceremony ; 
and, I should not at all wonder, if, at last, 
they themselves believed it to be an estab- 
lished truth. 1 cannot say, however, 

that I fully believe in the authenticity of 
this '' extract of a letter for, I do not 
see any motive either for the writing or 
the publishing of it, seeing that, in point 
of talent, the Argus would have disgraced 
no man; while, as to its sentiments, none 
of them that I have ever seen were more 
hostile to this government, nor calculated 
to annoy it more, than the pamphlet, pub- 
lished under Mr. O’Connor’s name, in the 

year 1801.. It is, however, right that 

the truth should be known; and, if it be 
true, that Mr. O’Connor was not the au- 
thor of the Argus, it only appears, that our 
government has one more enemy than we 
thought for, and that, too, an enemy of 
great ability; an enemy much inore’for- 
niidable than an army of moderate 
strength ; an enemy, so situated, that 
his statements and his reasonings are to 
be answered only by the press. 

Bullion Report. 1 next week enter 

upon the discussion of this subject, before 
1 have done w ith which, I trust that there 
will not be many peisons in this country, 
or ill any other country, where people 
can read, who will not clearly understand 
the whole science and mystery of Paper- 
Money. 

C0BBET1\ 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

2 \th August, ISIO. 

N. B, In consequence of numerous 
letters inquiring, whether broken sets of the 
Register can l)e completed, I think it ne- 
cessary to state here that they may, at 
present ; but, that gentlemen who wish to 
have their sets completed, must apply 
without loss of time ; at least before the 
15th of September. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS.. 

I^ORTOGAL . — Treaty of Amity, Comfnerce,and 
Navigation bcttcecn his Britatmic Majesty 
hU Royal Highness the Pmnee Regent 


of Portugal — Signtd at Rio de Janeiro, 

I the \^th qf February, 1810. 

I In the name of the most Holy and Un- 
divided Trinity. — His Majesty the King of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, being equally ani- 
mated with the desire not only of consoli- 
dating and strengthening the ancient 
friendship and good understanding which 
so happily subsist, and have during so many 
ages subsisted between the two crowns, 
hut also of improving and extending the 
beneficial eilects thereof to the mutual ad- 
vantage of their respective subjects, have 
thought that the most efiicacious means for 
obtaining these objects would he, to adopt 
a liberal system of commerce, founded 
upon tl^c basis of reciprocity and mutual 
convenience, which by discontinuing cer- 
tain prohibitions and prohibitory duties 
might procure the most solid advantages 
on both sides, to the national productions 
and industry, and give due protection at 
the sam*e time to the public revenue, and 
to the interests of fair and legal trade. 
For this end, his Majesty the King of the 
United Kingdom of Gieat Britain and Ire- 
land, and his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, have named for thcii 
respective Commissioners and Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to wit, his BrUannic Majesty the 
most illustrious and most excellent Lord 
Percy Clinton Sidney, Lord Viscount and 
Baron of Strangfonl, one fd* his Majesty’s 
most Honourable Prjvy Council, Knight 
of ihe^Iilitary Onltrof the Bath, Grand 
Cross of the Portugese Order of the 
Tower and Sword, and his Majesty’s En- 
voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary at the Court of Poiiugal ; and his 
Royal Highness the •Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal the most illustrious and most excel- 
lent Lord Dom' Rodrigo de Sousa Cout- 
linho. Count of Linhares, Lord of Payalvo, 
Commander of the Order of Christ, G^and 
Cross of the Orders of St. Benito and of the 
Tower and Sword, one of his Royal High^ 
ness’s Council of State, and bii Principal 
Secretary of State for the Departments of 
Foreign Atlairs and War ; who, after hav- 
ing dul^" exchanged their respective full 
powers, and having found them in good 
and due form, have agreed iq^jon the f d. 

lowing articles : Article I. There shall 

*be a sincere and perpetual fneiidslnp be- 
tween his Britannic Majesty and his 
Roykl Highness the Prince Regent of 
I Portugal, and b^etween their heirs and sue- 
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ccssors ; and there shall be a constant and 
universal peace and harmonv between 
themselves, their heirs and "successors, 
kingdoms, doin inions, provinces, coiniti ies, 
subjects, am! vaspiil<, ul' whatsoever fju.ili- 
ty or condition they be, w ithout exeepium 
of person or place ; and the siipnlatiiujs of 
this piesent Arti<'lc shall, under ilie Tivour 
ol’ Alinightv ti<»d, be fu>i riianeiit and per- 

'petiiai. n. There sliall be recipro<‘:il 

fil»erty ot' eoinnieixe aiui naxigation be- 
tween, Old amongst the U'-'peclive subjeets 
cd' the two iiigh coiitrneting parties in all, 
'and sevcJMl the leiriuniesand cloininioiisof 
either. 'I'liey may tunic, tiavol, sojourn, 
or est,.bllsh themselves m all andsexeral 
the |iOits, etiics, towns, eoimtiies, pro- 
Tiiues, or places wli.dsot »i r belonging to 
each and citlierof the twoln^h couiract- 
ing parties, except and ^,.\c in lht>$e trom 
which all tbren:av rs w cecr ; e ne- 
lally and p’.>«nivi :y cxci'uitsl, ihe nuuKs 
of which |»I:iccs m*.v be in .j'u r speCiOed 
in a sojMtale aiticle id’ Wii. tieat\. LTo- 
vidt’ii, however, that it l»e tiiore': ;fil y un- 
ilerstooil, tJiat any phico belonging to 
eiti.er of the two high con trading parties, 
which may hereafier he opened to the 
commerce of the sT4’.j<.cts of a.iiy other 
country, shall thereby be considered as 
equally opened, 'u.d upon correspondent 
Icrms, to the subjects of the other liigli 
contracting paity, in the sunie nianm r as 
if it h id Ijeeii expressly stipulated by the 
present lieal y. And his Ih itannic iMajesty, 
and iiis Uoyid Highness the Prmc6 Uegeiit 
of Portugal, do hereby' bind and engage 
themselves not to grant any favour, pri- 
vilege, or immunity, in matters of com- 
merce and navigation, to the subjects of 
any other State, which shall not be also at 
the same time rcspe/:tively extended to 
the subjects of the high contracting par- 
ties, gratuitously, if the concession in fa- 
vour of that other State should have been 
grat-uitous, ami on giving, tjuam presume, 
the same compensation or equivalent, in 
case the concession should have been con- 
ditional.— r— HI. The subjects of tlie tw'o 
£>OV'ereigns respectively'^ shall not pay in 
tbd ports, harbours, road^«, cities, towns or 
places whatsoever, belonging to ojiher of 
them, any greater duties, taxes, or imposts 
(under whatsoever names they may be de- 
signated or included) than those that are 
paiil by the subjects of the most favoured- 
nation ; and the subjects of «*ach of the high 
contracting parties shall enjoy within the 
clotiiinions of the other, the same rights, 
privileges, liberties^ favours, iimnunitie.s. 


or exemptions, in matters of commerce 
and navigation that are granted or may 
hercalter be granted to the subjects 

of the most favoured nation. IV. 

His Piitannic Majesty, and his Koyal 
Higlmess the Prince Uegciit of Portugal, 
do stipulate and agree that there shall be 
a pcrlcct reciprocity o;i the subject of the 
duties and imposts to be paid by the ships 
.iiid xcssL'Is of till' iiigh contracting par- 
ties wi'liin the .Nteveiiil ports, harbours, 
mails, and -aiiciioritig places heiotigiiig to 
each of tficiii ; to wit, that the ships and 
vessels of tin* subjects of his Jhitannic 
Majesty '<liall not pay-- any hii'her duties 
or imposts (under w hatsoever name they 
be designated or impliejl) within the do- 
minions of his Uoyal Highuttss the Prince 
Uegent of Portugal, than the ships and 
va-ssels herongmg to the subjects of liis 
Uoyal llighurss the Prince Kegeiit of 
Portugal shill be hound to pay within 
the doiuuui>ns of his Ihitaniitc Majesty, 
and rvee teisih And tins agit'cmeiit and 
*<tipulutioii shall )>:n‘iiculai'iy and ex- 
pussly fxteiid to the payment of the 
duties known by' tlic name of Port 
Chargevi, Tonnage, and Anchorage Duties, 
which shall not in any ca.s«^ or under any 
pretext, be greater I’or Pritish slnps and 
vessels within th(; dominions of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent ol Portn-ml, 
ihiiii for Portuguese ship^ and ve^^i I', 
within the dominions of his Jh itaimir Ma- 
jesty, and rice versa, V. The two high 

contracting paiiies do also agree, that the. 
same rates of hoimtics and drawbac ks 
shall be cslalilished in lla-lr respective 
ports upon the exportation of gooils and 
iiierchaudizes, whether those goods or 
mercliandizes be exported in British or in 
Portuiiuese ships and ves.sels, tliat is, tlut 
British ships and vessels shall enjoy the 
same favour in this respect within the do- 
minions of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, that may be sliown to 
Portuguese ships and vessels within the 
dominions of his Britannic Majesty, and 
vice virsd. The two high contracting 
parties do also covenant and agree, that 
goods and nierchandi:!ies coming respec-r 
tively from the poits of either of them, 
shall pay the same duties, whether im- 
ported in Britisli or in Portuguese ships or 
vessels, or otherwise, that an inorea:»e of 
duties nuiy be imposed and exacted upon 
goods and merchandizes coining into the 
ports of the dominions of his Uoyal High- 
iiesSithc P^nce Regent of Portugal front 
those of^ his Bi itaimic Majesty ia British 
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ships, equivalent, anti in exact propor- 
tion to any increase of duties that may 
hcreafier be imposed upon gooils and 
nwrchandizes coming into the ports of bis 
Ih'itannic Majesty from those of his Royal 
Highness i lie Prince Regent of Portugal, 
imported in Portuguese ships. And in 
order that this matter may he settled with 
flue exactness, and that nothing may he 
left undetermined coneeniing it, it is 
agreed, that tables shall be drawn by 
each Government respectively, specifying 
the diflcrcnce of duties to be * paitl on 
goods and merchandizes so imported in 
Pritlsh or Portuguese slilps and vessels; 
and the said tables (which shall be made 
oj)plicahle to all the ports within the re- 
spective dominions of each of the con- 
tracting parties) shall be df'clared and 
adjudged to form part of this present 

Tiraty. In order to avoid any dif- 

rciiees or misunderstanding with respect 
to the regulations which may respec- 
tively constitute a Pu itish or Portuguese 
vf'ssfd, tfie high contracting parties agree 
in declaring, that all vcs^els built in the 
dominions of his Britannic Majesty, and 
owned, navigated, and registered ac- 
coiding to the laws of Great Britain, shall 
he corir.idercd as British vessels. And 
that all ships or vessels built in llie coun- 
tries belonging to his Royal Highness the 
P'-iiice Uegeiil of Portugal, or in any of 
ihoiii, or ships taken by any of the ships 
or vessels of war belonging to the Portii- 
guc se (lovernnient, or any of the inhabi- 
tants of the dominions of his Royal Iligh- 
iK ss the Prince Regent ol Portugal, having 
Commissions or Letters of Mur(|ue and 
Rejnisal from the Government of Portu- 
gal, and condt nmed us lawful prize in any 
Court of All mil ally of the said Poitii- 
guese Government, and owned by the 
subjects of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent ol Portugal, or any of them, and 
whereof the master and three -fourths of 
the mariners, at least, are subjects of his 
Royal llighne the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, sluill be coiisideretl as Portu- 
guese vessels. VI. The mutual com- 

merce and navigation of the subjects ol 
Great Britain and Portugal respective!}" 
in the ports and seas of Asia, are expressly 
permitted to the same degive as they 
bave heretofore been allowcnl by the two 
Growns. And the commerce and navi- 
gation thus permitted, shall hereafter, and 
lor ever, be placed on the footing of the 
commerce and navigation of thciiiiost fa- 
voured nation trading in the ports and 


seas of Asia ; that is, that neither of the 
high contracting parties shall grant any 
favour or privilege in mailers of commerce 
and navigation, to the subjects of any 
other stale trading withui tlic ports ai J 
seas of Asia, which fh dl not bo also 
granteil q?imn proThuc, on.the .same terms to 
the subjects of the other contracting 
party. His Britannic Majesty engagi s 
in his own name, and in that of his heirs 
and successors, not to make any ’egula- 
lation which may be prejudicial or incon- 
venient to the commerce and navigalieri 
of the subjects of his Royal Highness the* 
Prince Re'.cnt of Pt)rtugal within the 
ports and seas of Asia, to the extent which 
is or may hereafter be permitted to iho 
most favoured nation. And his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal 
does alsfetengngc in his own name, and in 
that of his heirs and successors, not to 
make any regulations which may be pre- 
judicial or inconvenient to the commerce 
and navigation of the subjects of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty witliiu the ports, seas ant! 
dominions opened to them by virtue of 

the present Treaty. VJI. 7he two 

high contracting parties have resolved with 
respect to the privileges to be enjoyed by 
the subjects of each of them within the 
territories or dominions of the other, that 
the most perfect reciprocity shall be obsei v- 
cd on both sieks. And the subjects of each 
of the high contracting parties shall have a 
free aTid unquestionable i iglit to li avel, and 
to reside w ilhin the territories or dominions 
of the other, to occupy houses and ware- 
houses, fnd to dispo.'^eof personal piopcrty 
.of every sort and denomination, by sale, 
donation, rxcfiange or testameni, or iu 
an\ oiljcr manner whatsoever, without 
any the smauest impediment or hindrance? 
thereto. Tiiey sh:dl not be compelled to 
pay any taxes or imposts under any pre- 
text whatsoever, greater than tlui'C that 
are pVid or may oe p tid by the native- 
subjects of the So\ e»eie.u in whose 'h'mi- 
nions they may be rts’ h?>it. They sl.ell 
l»e exempted from all couquikory mili- 
tary service what’ll'’ \ cr, wheilmi by sea 
or land. 'I'heir dwrUiiig-honser, w iic- 
hon-e^, apd all the parts and njquinenanci’** 
theienV, whether for the [surposes ol com- 
mrroo nr of n -’•!( nee, shall he fcsj'‘ected 
They shall net be liable to an\* vexatious 
visits and sf’L’iclu s, nor shall any aibitrary 
examinatiim or inspection of tlicir books, 
papers, or accounts be made under colour 
of the supremo .authority ot th (4 Stale. Tt 
is, however, to bft undcivood, that in the 
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cases of treason, contraband trade, and 
otht'r crimes, for the detection pf which 
provision is made by the law of the land, 
that law shall be enforced, it being mutu- 
ally declared that false and malicious ac- 
cusations arc not to be admitted as pre- 
texts or excuses* for vexatious visits and 
searches, or for examinations of commer- 
cial books, papers or accounts, which 
visits or examinations are never to ♦ake 
place, except under tlio sanction of the 
competent Magistrate, and in the presence 
,of the Consul of the nation to which the 
accused party may belong, or of his de- 
puty or representative. Vlll. His 

Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal engages in his owm name, and in that 
of his heirs and successors, that the com- 
merce of British subjects within h'^ <lomI- 
nions shall not be restrained, interrupted, 
or otherwise alfected by the operation of 
any monopoly, contract, or exclusive pri- 
vileges of .Side or purchase whatsoever, but 
that tlie subjects of Great Britain shall 
have free and unrestricted permission to 
buy and sell from and to whomsoever, and 
in vvhatever form or manner they may 
please, whether by wholesale or by re- 
tail, without being obliged to give any 
preference or favour in consequence of 
the said monopolies, contracts, or exclu- 
sive privileges of sale or purchase. And 
his Britannic Majesty docs on his part en- 
gage to observe faithfully this principle 
thus recognized and laid down by the two 
High Contracting Parties.-*-But it is to be 
distinctly understood, that the, present 
article is not to be interpreted as invali- 
dating or atlecting the exclusive right 
possessed by the Crown of Portugal with- 
in its own dominions to the farm for the 
of ivory, BrazH wood,- urzela, dia- 
monds, gold dust, gun-powder, and to- 
bacco in the form ofsnuil : provided how- 
ever, that should the above-mentioned 
artacle.*!, generally or separately, ever be- 
come articles of free commerce within the 
dominions of his Royal lliglmec^s the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, the subjects 
of his. Britannic Majesty shall be permitted 
to traffic in them as freely and on the same 
footing as those of the most favoaired na- 
tion. IX. His Britannic Majesty and 

his Royal » Highness tbe Prince Regent of 
Portugal have agreed and resolved, that 
c'ach of the High Contracting Parties shall 
have the right to nominate and appoint 
Consuls General, Consuls, and Vici Con- 
suls in all -^he ports of tjie dominions of 
the other Contracting Party, wherein they 


arc or may be necessary for the advance- 
ment of Commerce, and for the commer- 
cial interests of the trading subjects ot 
either Crown. But it is expressly stipula- 
ted, that Consuls, of whatsoever class they 
may bo, shall not be acknowledged nor 
received, nor permitted to act as such, un- 
less duly qualified by their own Sovereign 
and approved of by the other Sovereign 
ill whose dominions they aie to be em- 
ployed : Consuls of all classes within the 
dominions of each of the High Contract- 
ing Parties are respectively to be placed 
upon a footing of perfect reciprocity and 
equality ; and being appointed .solely for 
the purpose of facilitating and assisting 
in affairs of commerce and navigation, 
they are only to possess the privileges 
which. belong to their .station, and which 
are recognised and admitted by all Go- 
vernments as necessary for the due ful- 
filment of their office and employment. 
They are in all cases, whether civil or 
criminal, to be entirely amenable to the 
law.s of the country in which they may 
reside, and they are also to enjoy the full 
and entire protection of those laws so 
long as they conduct themselves in obedi- 
ence thereto. X. His Royal Highness 

the Prince Regent of Portugal, desiring 
to protect and facilitate the commerce of 
the subjects of Great Britain within his 
dominions .is well as ilicir lelations of 
intercourse with his own .subjects, i.» 
pleased to grant to them the privilege of 
nominating and having special Magis- 
trates to act i’or them as Judges Conser- 
vator in those ports and cities of his do- 
minions in which Tribunals and Couits of 
Justice arc or may hereafter be established. 
These judges shall try and decide all 
causes brought before them by British 
.subjects, in the same manner as formerly, 
and their authority and determination 
shall be respected ; and the laws, decrees, 
and customs of Portugal respecting the 
jurisdiction of the Judge Conservator are 
declared to be recognised and renewed 
by the present 'i reaiy. They shall be 
chosen by the plurality of British sub- 
jects residing in or trading at the port 
or place where the jurisdiction of the 
Judge Conservator is tube established; 
and the choice so made shall be transmit- 
ted to his Britannic Majtsty\s Ambas- 
sador, or Minister resident at the Court 
of Portugal, to be by him laid Inifore his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent of 
P(A*(ugaI( in order to obtain his Royal 
Highupss's consent, and confirmation, in 
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case of not obtaining which, the parties 
interested are to proceed to a new elec- 
tion, until the royal approbation of the 
Prince Regent be obtained. The removal 
of the Judge Conservalor, in cases of neg- 
lect of duty or deliniiuency, is also be 
effected by an application to his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal 
through the channel of the British Am- 
bassador, or Ministir resident at his 
Royal Highnesses Court. In return for 
this concession in favour of British sub- 
jects, his Britannic Majesty engages to 
cause the most strict and scrupulous ob- 
servance and obedience to be paid to those 
laws by which the iiersons and property 
of Portuguese subjects residing within his 
dominions are secured and protected, and 
of which they (hi common with all other 
foreigners) enj<»y the benefit through the 
acknowledged equity of British Jurispru- 
dence, and the singular excellence of the 
British Constitution. And it is further 
stipulated, that in case any favour or pri- 
vilege slnmld be granted by his Biitaniiic 
xMajc-sfy to the subjects of any other 
State, which may seem to be analogous to, 
or to resemble the privilege of having 
Ju<ige Conservators, granted by this ar- 
ticle to Biitish subjects residing in the 
Portuguese dominions, the same favour or 
privilege shall be considered as also grant- 
ed to the siihjects of Portugal residing 
within the British dominions, in the same 
manner as if it were expressly stipulated 
by the present Treaty. XI. 11 is Bri- 

tannic Majesty and his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, agree 
severally to grant the same favours, ho- 
nours, immunities, privileges, and ex- 
emptions from duties and imposts to their 
respective Ambassadors, Ministers, or ac- 
credited Agents at the Courts of each of 
them, and whatever favour either of the 
two Sovereigns shall grant in this parti- 
cular at his ow n Court, the other Sovereign 

engages to grant the same at bis Court. 

XII- His Rovvil Highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal declares and engages, in 
his own name and in that of his heirs and 
successors, that the subjects of his Britan- 
nic Majesty residing within his territories 
and dominions shall not be disturbed, 
troubled, persecuted, or annoyed on ac- 
count of their religion, but that they shall 
have perfect liberty *of conscience therein, 
and leave to attend and celebrate divine 
, service to the honour of Almighty God, 
either within their own private r4»uses,*or 
in their own particular churches and cha- 


pels, which his Royal Highness does no\^ 
and for ever graciously grant to them the 
permission of buibliiig and mamtHining 
vvilhiii his dominions: Provided however, 
that the said churches and chapids shall 
be built ill such a manner as externally 
to resemble private dwelling houses; and 
also, that the use of bells be not permitted 
therein, for the purpose of publicly an- 
nouncing the time of divine service: and 
it is further stifiulatcd, that neither the 
stil)jects of Great Britain, nor any* other 
foreigners of a different communion fror% 
the religion established in the dominions 
of Portugal, shall be persecuted or dis- 
quieted for conscience-sake, either in their 
persons or property, so long as they con- 
duct themselves with order, decency, and 
moralily^and in a manner conformable to 
the usages of the country, and to its Con- 
stitution in church and stale; but if it 
should be proved that they preach or de- 
claim publicly against the Catholic reli- 
gion, or^that they endeavour to make pro- 
selytes or converts, the parties so offend- 
ing may, upon manifestation of their de- 
linquency, be sent out of the country in 
which the offence shall have been com- 
mitted ; and those who behave in public 
wdth disrespect or impropriety towards 
the forms and ceremonies of" the esta- 
blished Caibolic rcligicm, shall be amena- 
ble to the civil police, and may be pu- 
nished by ftne or by coiifmement within 
their owp dwidling houses. And if the 
offence be so llagrant and so enormous as 
to distu(l> the public trampiillity, or en- 
danger the salety of the institution of 
church and statu (as estabiisiied by Istw), 
the parties so oflijiiding may, on due proof 
of the fact, be sent out of the dominions 
of Portugal. — Liberty shall also be granted 
to bury the subjects of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty w’ho may die in the territories of his 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal, in convenient places to be appoini^d 
lor that purpose ; nor shall the funerals or 
sepulchres of the dead be disturbed in 
anywise, nor upon any account In the 
same manner the subjects of Portugal shall 
enjoy within all the dominions of his Bri- 
tannic. Majesty, a perfect and unrestrained 
liberty of corisciein o in all matters of re- 
ligion, agreeably In the system*of tolera- 
tion established therein. They may Ireely 
perform the exercises of their religion 
publicly or privately within their own 
dwelling houses, or in the chapels and 
places of worshi^i appointerl for that pur- 
pose, without any the smallest hindrance. 
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sett L me ! , ,. , I illicit eon- which tbev are imported. Ihis tarifl or 

■Sion shall hc 'raiiriLl It the same time valuation shall be determined and settled 

with the present Treaty. XIV. It is byanenual iitmiber otUritish and lor.u- 

r.'rce.l and covenanted, that persons guilty guesc merchants ol known mtegrity md 
o'? high treason, lorgery, or other oHenecs honmir, with the assistance on the part o( 
of a heinous nature, within the dominions the British merchants ot his Diitannic Ma- „ 
of either of the high contracting parties, jesty’s Consul General, or Consul, and on 
shall not be harboured nor recebe pro- the part ol.lhe 1 ortuguesc merchants with 
tcction in the dominions of the other, the assistance ol the buperinlendant, or 
And that neither of the high contracting Administrator General ol the Customs or 
oarties shall knowingly and wilfully re- ot their respective Depiities. And the 
reive into and entertain in their service aforesatd tarill or table ol valuations .shall 
persons, subjects of the other po»ver dc- be made and promi.lgated "> «acli ol the 
erting IVom the military service thereof, ports bdonging to h.* Royal H.ghne« the 
whether by sea or land ; but that on tbc Prince Regent ot Portugal, in wlncli tl ere 
contrary tfiey shall each respectively dis- are or may be Custom-houses. It shall 
charge any such person from their service be concluded, and begin to have cflect as 
upon being rctpii.ed : but it is agreed and soon as possible after the exebange ol the 
declared, that neither of tbc higl. contract- ratifications ot t be present I realy, and ccr- 
in<r parties sliall grant to any other state tainly within the space «• “'me months 
anv fasouron the^ubjcctof persons de- reckoned from the dale ot ihatexoliange- 
scrtinirfiom the service of that state, which And it shall he revised and altered if ne- 
shall not lie considered as granted srtso to ccssary, from lane Jo time, either in the 
the other high coiitractiog parliy, in the whole or m part, wlienevcr the suhiecls 
same manne? as if the .said favour had ot his Br.taumc , Majesty, resident wit im 
been expressly stipulated by th« present the dominions ot his Koya Highness the 
treaty. And it is further agreed, that in Prince Regent ot ^irtugal. shidl make a 
ca.ses' of apprentices or sailors deserting reijuLsit on to that eflcct through the mc- 
froni vessels belonging to tlic subjects ot diu.u o his Britannic Majesty Consul 
eitherof the high contracting parties while General or Consul, oi wlienevei the 
wdthin the ports of* the other party, the trading and comincrcial subjects oi l ortu- 
Mae'lslraies shall be hound to give eflcc- gal shall make the same rerjuisition on 
tual” assistance for their apprehension, on their own part. C I’o be eoittmuca.) 

dne application to that clV«ct being made 

hS the Consol General, or Consul, or by 


Ills Deputy or Representative; and that no 
public bodvi civil or religiou'ij sliiiU have 

ft ^ ‘'l' c.K-lll <1 LASrt Al*.: 


COBBETT’S 


public body, Civil or religious &nuu na\e i 

the powi!r oV protecting such deserter.. — j P av liameiitary Uebates : 

XV. All Jioods. merchandizes, aud arti- 


XV. All goods, merchandizes, aud arti- 

cie.s whatsoever of the produce, niauufac- Tlio riftcenth. Sixteenth, and Seven- 
ture iiitlustrv ur invention of tlie douii- icenih Volumes of the above Work are in 
nions and sufijecls of his Britannic Ma- the Pres^. aud will be published udih all 
iesty, shafl be admitted into all and sin- proper dispatch. All CominuuicatioiH 
Kular the ports and dominions of his will be earofully attended to; but it i.s 

Hierhuess the Prince Regent of Portugal particularly requested that they maybe 
as*v\ell hi Europe as in America, Afn««i forwaideJ as early as p ossib le. 

"published l>y IL BAGSHAW^ Krydges-Stiect, Covciit-'Garrtf.iti-Sold also by J.BUDO, Pall-Mall, 
I.ONDON J'rip'eii by T. r. HtHSart*, rrterlKir^ush-CourC rlcet-Sticet, 
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“ 1 ever abominated that scheme of politics, (now about 30 years old) of settirii^ up a iimnied ii,. 
terest in opposition to the landed. For I conceived, there could not be a truer maxim m our guvem- 
ment than this, that the possessors of the .<!oil are the be^t judges of wlut ib for the .nlvaut iKe of the 
kingdom. If others had thought the same way, funds of credit and South Sea projects would neither 
“ have been felt nor heard of.’*»— Swift, I72t>. 
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TO THE PUBLIC. 

This was the week for publishing the 
second Double Number of this Volume of 
the Register ; but, in consecpicnce of the 
iixcrcase of time that I have now upon my 
hands, and in the hope that I shall be 
able to employ that time with advantage 
to the public, 1 have determined upop the 
following alteration in the publication of 
this work; that is to say ; to publish two 

SHEETS IN EVERY WEEK, OHC OH thc Sutur- 
day, as at present, and the other on the 
Wednesday: and, to di.scontinue wholly the 
double numbers, except at the close of the 
Volumes, when a second sheet will be 
absolutely necessary for the insertion of 
the Tables of Contents and Indexes.-— 
The first Wedne.sday's Number will be 
published on the Wednesday after next ; 

that is, on the 12lh of this inontlu 

The /lOur of publication will, after the 12th 
instant, be TWO o’clock, instead of 

THREE. ^The Wednesday's Numbers 

will, of course, be sent, by the newsmen, 
to the gentlemen W'^ho take the work, un- 
less a special direction be given to the 
coiUrary. * . 


PAPER AfJAlNST GOLD: 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO TKE 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter I. 

Appointment of the Bullion Committee’-^ 
Main points of the Report — Proposition far 
the Bank to pay in two years — To merit the 
appellation (f a thinking people, we inust shew 
that our thinking prodices knowledge — Go 
hack into the history of paper •money^Defini- 
iion qf moneys Increase qf paper — IV hat is 
the cause, of this increase f — Origin of the 
Bank of England-^ JIow it came to pass that 
so much ^paper money got afloat — Increase of 
bank-notes wanted to pay the increase qf the 
interest on the National Debt — Progress in 
issuing bank-notes from 20 to 1 pounds-^Sus- 
picion awakened in J7!J7, which produced the 
stoppage of gold and \ilccr payments at the 
Bank of England, 

Gentlemen, 

During the last session of parliament^ a 
Committee, that is to say, ten or twelve 
members, of the House of Commons were 
appointed to inquire into thc cau#c of the 
high price of Gold Bullion, that is, Qold 
not coined ; and to take into consideration 
the state of the circulating medium, or 
money, of this country. This Committee 
have made a Report, as they cijl it ; bat, 
it is a great book that they have written, 
aiiid have had printed ; a book much larger 
than the whole of the New Tesiament. Of 
this Report I intend to enter into an Exa- 
mination ; and, as you haveyecently felt, 
and are still feeling, some of the effects of 
I 
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Paper- Money, I think it may not be 
amis?, if, upon this occasion, I atldress 
rnyscff lo you. I have introduced myself 
to you without any ceremony ; but, be- 
fore we part, we shall become w^U ac- 
quainted ; and, I make no doubt, that you 
will understand the distinction between 
Paper-IMoney and Goid-Money mucli too 
well for it to b(- in the power of any one 
•ever again to deceive you ; which under- 
standing, will, in the times now fast ap- 
proaching, be of great utility tf» all those 
amongst yon, wlio may haxe the means 
•f laying up money, liowevei small the 
fjiiaiitity may be. 

TheCommitleeabove-inentioned,W'hich, 
ftn- bvevitv’s sake, 1 < all the bullion Com- 
mittee, sent for several persons, whom 
they examined as ivitnesses, touch mg the 
liiattcTs in question. There was SiuFqan- 
cib liAUiNG, for instance, the gieat loan- 
maker, and Go LI) sM ID, the rich Jew, 
whose name you so often see in the news- 
papers, w’licre he is stated to givit grand 
dinners to princes and great men. The 
Evidence of tliese, and other money- 
dealers and merchants, the Pnllion Com- 
mitk'C have had printed ; and, upon this 
evidence, as well as upon the Report it- 
self, we shall have to make some remarks. 

The result of the‘^Coinmittce^s inquiries 
is, in substance, this ; that the high price qf 
gold is occasioned by the low value of thV pa- 
per-money ; that the low value of tJtc paper- 
money has been occasioned (as, you know, the 
low value of apples h) hy the greaf abund- 
ance of it ; that the only way to lower the price 
qf the gold is to raise the value of the piper- 
money ; and that the only way to raise the 
value qf the paper -money^is to make the quantity 
qf it less than it nmv is, Tiius far, as you 
will clearly see, there was no conjuration 
required. The fact is, that, not only do 
these propositions contain wcH-knowti, 
antf almost seii-evident, truths ; but, these 
truths h'^vc. dining the last two or three 
ears, and especially during the last year, 
ecn 80 rrcquently stated in print, that it 
was next to impossible, that any person in 
England, able to read, should Iigyc been 
unacquainted with them. But, having ar- 
rived at the conclusion, that, in order to 
raise the value of the paper-money, its 
quantity must be lessened: having come ta 
ibis point, the rest of the way was more 
dillicult; for, the next object was, to 
point out the means qf lessening ike quantity 
<|C the paper-moi^y, aad Uds is aii object. 


which, in my opinion will never be effect- 
ed, unless those means include the destruc- 
tion of the whole mass. 

Not 80 , however, think the Gentlemen 
of the Bullion Committee. They think, 
or, at least, they evidently wish to make 
others think, that it is possible to lessen 
the quantity of the paper-money, and to 
cause guineas to come back again and to 
pass from hand to hand as in former 
times ; they would fain have us believe, 
that this can be done without the total 
destruction of the paper-money ; and, 
indeed, they have actually recommended 
to the House of Commons to pass a law to 
cause the Bank in Threadneedle Street, 
London, commonly called the Bank of 
England, to pay its notes in real money, 
at the END OF TWO YEARS fiom this 
time. Two years is a pretty good lease 
for people to have of this sort. This Bank 
irromises to pay, on demand. It does thi| 
upon the face of every one of its notes ; 
and, therefore, as a remedy for the evil ot 
want of gold, to propose, that this Bank 
should begin to pay in two years time, is 
somethim.*, which, I think, would not hav« 
been oieVred to the public in any age bui 
this, and, even in this age, to any public 
except the public in this country. The 
notes of the Bank of England bear, upon 
the face of them, a promise that the 
Baulci-, or Bank Company, who issue 
the notes, v, ill pay Ibc notes upon demand. 
Now, w iiat do we mean by payivf a note ? 
CertiiiJily we do not mean, the giving of 
one note for another ?iofc. Yet, tb.i^ is lilt 
sort of payment, that people get at the 
Bank of England ; and this soit of pay- 
ment the Bullion Committee docs not ]U’o- 
pose even lo begin to put an end to in leiM 
than two yeais from this time. 

Gentlemen ; we, the people of thi| 
country, have been persuaded to believe 
many things. We have been perfeuaded 
to beheve ourselves to be “ the most think* 
** ing people in Europe but, to w^hat 
purpose do men think, unless they arrive 
at useful knowledge by thinking ? To 
what purpose do men think, if they are, 
after all their thinking, to be persuaded, 
that a Bank, which has not paid its pro- 
missory notes in gold for thirtcenyears and 
a half, will be able to pay them in gold 
at the end of fifteen years and a half, the 
quantity of the notes haying gone on re- 
gulwly in^easing ? If men are to be per- 
suaded to ^believe this, to what purposa 
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do they th'nik ? But, before I pr<H;ee<l 
any further in my remarks upon the 
Report of the Bullion Committee ; before 
I piooeecl to lay before you the exposures 
now maJe by the labours of this Com* 
mittee ; the facts now become evident 
throu^'h this channel ; tlie confessions now 
ma<le by these members of the House 
of Commons : before 1 proceed to lay 
these befjre yon, and to remark upon the 
remedies, proposed by the Committee, it 
will, be necc&bary for me to go back a few 
years into the history of the papcr-mn:ic:j ; 
becau.Jt*, without doing this, I shall be 
talking to you of things, of which you will 
have no clear notion, and the re ‘souings, 
rclatiiigto which, yovi will, course, not 
at all Lmderstand. It is a groat m vdorUino, 
that any portion of your time should be 
spent ill rcMcling or thinking about niaii/rs 
of Ibis kind ; but, sueli is our pic'^out si- 
tuation in this country, that evei v man, 
who h«s a family to preserve from nmil, 
ought to endeavour to inakt iiim ,olf 
acquainted wdth tlie nature, and A»iih the 
probable rtuiseipKncts, ol tbe paper-mo- 
ney now all oat. 

Monty is die representative, or the token 
of properly, or t!tin:is of value. 'J’hc mo- 
ney, while Used as money, is of no other 
use ; and, therefore, a bit of lead or of 
wood or of leather, would be as good as 
gold or silver, to be used as money. Bui, 
if these ni itcrials, wjiich are every wlic» e 
foumi in such abundance, wovo to he lucd. as 
money, there wouhl be so much money 
made, that there wtiuld be no end lo it ; 
and, besides, the money made in one 
country would, however there enforced 
by law, have no value in any other coun- 
try. For these reasons Gold and Silzer, 
which are amongst the most scare: of 
things, have been, b}' all the nations that 
we know any thing of, used as money. 
While the money of any country cou'^ists 
of nothing but these scarce metals ; while 
it consists of nothing but gold and silver, 
there is no fear of its becoming too abun^ 
dant ; but if the money of a country be 
made of lead, tin, wood, leather, or papei ; 
and, if any one can make it, who may 
choose to make it, there needs no extra- 
ordinary wisdom to foresee, that there will 
be a great abundance of this sort of mo- 
ney, and that the gold and silver money, 
being, in fact, no longer of any use in such 
a Slate of things, wull go, either into the 
boards of tVie prudent, or into the bags of 
those, who have tlie means of4 sending or 


carrying them to those foreign counfrio.-i 
where they are wanted, and where they 
will bring their value. 

That a state of things like that hero 
spoken of, docs now exist in this country# 
is notorious to all the world. But, whno 
we are all accpiainled with the fact, and 
while many of us are most sensibly feeling 
the efejis, scarcely a man amongst u* 
takes iiic troidilc to impiireinto the cause : 
yet, u.'dof'.s i)ie cause be ascertained, how 
are we to ajudy.or to judge of, a Ycmedy? 
We sec the country abounding with pji- 
pcr-inoncy ; we .•see everv man’s hand full 
of it ; wo frequently talk of it a? a strange 
thing, and a gn*at evil ; but, never do we 
iiiquiie intotbo caiue oi it. 

'I’heiiii are h vv (d‘ yon, who cannot re- 
member tlie tune, when there w-as scarcely 
ever ‘^eca a bank note among Tradesmen 
and i'aimars. J can isuncniber, when this 
was the <'awc; and, when the farmers in 
my cguntiy liard'y ever nixw a bank-note, 
except w'hcn they sold their hops at Wey- 
hill fair. People, in those days, qsed to 
carr}^' little ba.»s to put their money in, 
instead of the paste- board or leather cases 
that the\^ now carry. If you look back, 
and take a little time to think, you will 
trace the gradual increase of paper-money, 
and the Tike decieafe of gold and silver 
money. At first tliere were no bank notes 
under 20 pounds; next tliey came to 15 
poundsi; next to 10 poumls : at the be- 
gimiitig of the last war, tiny came to 5 
pounds; and, before the end of it, they 
came down to 2 and to \ pounds. How 
long it will be before they come down to 
puts of pound, it would, perhaps, bediiH- 
cult to say ; but in Kent, at least, there arc 
country notes in cTrculation to an amount 
so low as that of seveii shillings. It is the 
cause of this that is inlcrt sting to us ; the 
cause of this change in our money, and, 
in the prices of goods of all sorts a%d of 
labour. x\ll of you who arc forty years of 
age can remember, wbou the price of tho. 
gallon loaf used to be about iPn pence or 
a shilling instead of two shillings and six- 
pence or two shillings and ten pence, it 
now i^. These eftects strike you., 
talk of them every day ; but ihi cause of 
them you seldom, if ever, ciihci talk 
think of; and, it is lo this cause tliat l am 
now endeavouring to draw your attention, 

You have, during the last seventeen 
year.s, seen tlw quantity of paper^mouey 

1 2 
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rapiMly increase; or in other words, yoa 
have, day after day, seen lc.ss and less of 
gold and silver appear in payments, and, 
of course, moie and more of paper-money. 
But, it was not ’till the year J707, that 
the paper-monoy^ began to increase so 
vciy fast. It was then that the two and 
one pound notes were first made by the 
Bank of Enohnul. It was then, in short, 
ihat.paper-nioney becamo cofiif>letely ore- 
dominant. But, you will naturally ask 
me, “ what was the cause oi' that t” The 
cause was, that the Bank of England 
sh'yppcd paying its fjo/cs m gold and silver. 
What! stop pa^-’ing its notes? Refuse to 
pay its ]rromissor^ notis ? The Bank of 
England, when its notes were picsentcd, 
refuse to pay than ? Yes : and, what is 
more, an Act of parliament, brought in by 
‘Pitt, was passed, to protect the Rank of 
England against the legal consequences of 
such refusal. So that, the people, who 
held promissory notes of the Bank, and 
who had, perhaps, given gold or silver for 
them, when they went to the Bank for 
payment, were told, that they could have 
no gold or silver, but that they might have 
other note‘s, mote papa, if they pleased, in 
exchange for the paper they held in tlicir 
hands and tendered for payment. From 
that time to this, the Act, of parliament, 
authoiizing the Bank of Eugland to refuse 
to pay its notes in ^old an«l silver, has 
been in lorce. At first it was passed fur 
three months; next ’till the parliameni 
should ine< t again ; then it was to »last to 
the end of the luor; then, when peace came, 
it was continued just for a year, ’till C'liings 
dhoulil be settled ; then, as things were 
nut quile settled, it was continued till p ir- 
liami nt should meet again ; and, as this 
propcjit w ir hail begun by that lime, tie’ ict 
W’as mnde to continue 'till A/r months after 
the iiirxt peace. Therrnwws given upon the 
dill'r rent occasions, it will be vciy ma- 
tt}nal to notii c ; for, it this stoppage in 
the payi’ cnl of guhl and silver at the 
Bank or England upon vvliicli the whole 
que'^tioii turns* Every thing hangs upon 
thi:> ; aijo, we come to examine that 
part of the Ripoit, which treats of the 
Bank’s reviving its payments in gold and 
silver, we shall find it of great use to us to 
iccur to the reasons, the divers, the maiii- 
Md, reason'i* that were given, at din'erent 
times, for suspending those payments. 
Since that suspeusion took place, you have 
seen the gold and silver disappear ; \;oii 
have seen, that paper h.'.s supplied the 
plact! of gold ; paper-money makers have 


get up all over the kingdom ; and might 
not this well happen, when, to pay paper- 
money nothing more than paper money 
was required? But, the reasons given for 
this measure of suspension the reasons 
given for the passing of an Act of Parlia- 
ment to protect the Bank of England 
against the demands of its creditors arc 
seldom recurred to, though, as you will 
presently see, without recurring to those 
reasons, and without ascertaining the true 
cause of the passing of that Act of Par- 
liament, we cannot form so good a judg- 
ment relative to the remedy now pi oposed ; 
namely, that of the Bank of England’s re-* 
vivlng its payments in gold and silver. 
This is the remedy, which the Bullion 
Committee propose ; and, you will say, a 
very^ good remedy it is; a very good 
remedy indeed; for people, who have, for 
so tong a lime, not paid their notes in gold 
and silver, to begin to pay their notes, in 
gold and silver, is a very good remedy ; but, 
the thing to ascertain, is, can the remedy be 
applied f This is the question for us to dis- 
cuss. It required nobody to tell us, ihatpqy- 
ingingoldand silver wo\x\d bean effectual re- 
medy for the evils arising from not paying m 
gold and silver ; but, it required much more 
than I have yet heard to convince me, 
that to pay again in gold and silver waf 
possible. 

The chief object of our inquiries being 
tins : Whether if i/e possible, withoui a total 
destruction of all the paper-moneyjto lestore 
gold and silver to circulation amongst us; 
this being the chief object of our inquiries, 
we should first ascertain hon> the gold and 
Stiver veas driven out of circulation, and had 
its place .supplied by a paper-money; for, 
unless we get at a clear view of this, it 
will be nf xt to impossible for us to reason 
salislaclorily upon the means of bring- 
ing gold and silver back again into circu- 
latiun. 

Some people .siippo.se, that paper always 
made a part of the currency, or common 
money , of England. They seem to regard 
the Bank of England as being as old as the 
Church of England, at least, and some of 
them appear to have full as much venera- 
tion for it. The truth is, however, that 
the Bank of England is a mere human in- 
, stitution, arising out of causes having no- 
thing miraculous, or supernatural, about 
them ; and that both the institution and 
(he agents who carry it on, are as mortal 
as any othef thing and any other men, hi 
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this or in any other country. The Bank, 
as it is called, had its origin in the year 
1694, that is, a hundred and sixteen years 
ago; and it arose thus: the then King, 
William III, who had come from Holland, 
had begun a tear against France, and, 
wanting money to carry it on, an act was 
passed (which act was the 20lh of the 5th 
year of his reign) to invite people to make 
voluntary advances to the government of 
the sum of 1,500,000 pounds, and for se- 
curing the payment of the interest, atid 
also for securing the re-pay meat of the prin- 
cipal, taxes were laid upon beer, ale, and 
other liquors. Upon condition of 1 ,200,000/. 
ot‘ this money being advanced, witliin a cer- 
tain time, the subscribers to tha. loan were to 
be incorporated; and, as the money w'as 
advanced in due time, the incorporation 
took place, and the lenders of ‘the money 
were formed into a trading Company, 
called "The Governor and Company of 
" THE B\nk of Enoland.^^ Ill time, 
when more and more and more money 
had been borrowed by the government, in 
this way of mortgage upon the taxes, there 
grew up a thing called the Stocks, or the 
Funds (of which wc will speak hereafter) ; 
but the Bank Company remained under 
its primitive name, and,* as the debt of the 
nation increased, this Company increased 
in riches and in consequence. 

Thus, you see, and it is well worthy of 
your attention, the Bank had its rise in 
atfor and taxation. But, we must reserve 
reflections of this sort for other occasions, 
and go on with our inquiries how gold and 
silver have been driven out qf circulation in 
this country, or, in other words, how it 
came to pass, that so much paper money 
got afloat. 

The Act of Parliament, which I have 
just referred to, points out the manner in 
which the Bank Company shall carry on 
their trade, and the articles in which they 
shall trade, allowing them, amongst other 
things, to trade in gold, silver, bills of 
Exchange, and other things, under cer- 
tain restrictions ; but, as to what are 
called bank-notes, the Company was not 
empowered to issue any such, in any 
other way, or upon any other footing, 
than merely as ^omissory notes, for the 
amount of which, in the coin of the coun- 
try, they were liable to be sued and ar- 
rested. Having, however, a greater cre- 
dit than any other individuals,, or com- 
pany of individuals, the Bank Company 


issued notes to a greater amouiK ; and, 
which was something new in England, 
they were made payable, not lo any par- 
ticular person, or his otder, and udi at any 
particular time ; hut to i ho hearer, and on 
demand. These charactcTistics, which dis- 
tinguished the promissory notes of the 
Bank from all other promissory notes, 
gave the people greater confideiico iu 
tin m ; and, as the Bank Company were 
always rotidy to pay the notes in ^lold 
and Silver, when presented for payment, 
the notes became, in time, to be looked 
upon as being as g«iod as gold and silver* 
Hence came all our country sayings : " As 
good as the Batik “ As solid as the Bank;** 
and the like. Yet, the Bank was, as we 
have seen, merely a company of mortal 
men, formed into an association of traders ; 
and th^if notes nothing more than WTitleii 
promises to pay the bearer so much 
money in gold or silver. 

We used to have otluT sayings about 
the Bank ; siich as, " As rich as tite Bank;** 
" All the gold in the Bank; * and such like, 
always conveying a notion, that the Bank 
was a place, and a place, loo, where there' 
were great heaps of money. As long as 
the Company were ready and willing to 
pay, and did actually pay, their notes in 
gold and silver, to all^ those pei sods who 
wished 10 have gold and silver, it is clear 
that these opinions of the people, relalive 
to ihh Bank, were not altogether unfound- 
ed; for,*Vhough no bit of paper, or of any 
thing which has no value in iiselfi can be, 
in fact,*so good as a bit of gold ; still, if 
it will, at any moiiieiit, whenever the 
holder pleases, bring him gold or silver to 
the amount written upon it, it is very 
nearly as good as gpld and silver ; and, 
at the time of which we are speaking, this 
was the case with the promissory notes of 
the Bank Company. But, it must be evi- 
dent, that, though the Company were 
ready, at the time now referred to, to pay 
their notes in gold and silver, they Uad 
never in their money chests a sufficiency 
of gold and silver to pay oft all their 
notes, if they had been presented ail at 
once. .This must be eviuent to every 
man ; because, if the Bank Company kept 
locked up as much gold and silver as their 
notes amounted to, they could get nothing 
by issuing their notes, and might full aa 
well have sent out their gold and silver. 
A farmer, for instance, who is generally 
using a hundred pounds of money to 
pay hi* workim/li, might lend tlie hundred 
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]joniius and get interest for it, if he could 
per.suudc his workmen to take promissory 
noli.>. of his own drawing, instead of 
money, ond, it’ iio- were sure, that these 
t^romissory notes would not be brought in 
for p;ivnu;nt; but, if this was liot the 
case, he would b; eomnelled to keep the 
bandied ]iOii:ids in hi*, drawer ready to 
give ^ho^e wdio did not like to keep his 
pn^niis-oiy T:otrs; and, in such ca«c, it is 
tie:ir. that the would l>o of no U‘’e 

to him, ami that he might full as well 
have none of his notes out. .lust so w ith 
the Jinnk ('onipanv, who, at no time, 
couJd h ivr in hand gold and silverenough 
to pay oil a/! their notes at once ; tier was 
this in cessavy as long as the people re- 
garded those notes as being iM^ually good 
wdlhgold and silver. Ilut, it is clear, that 
ih'Kopinum of //f.'gouihid’.vs of the ('oihjrany’s 
notes, or, raiher, tho fid'niif vf conjidener, 
or, Ftill mor(' properly, [>C‘rha[»s, tho ab- 
sence of all suspicion, with respec t to them, 
must, in a great degree, depend upon the 
qmutiti/ of notes seen in circulatioif, com- 
pared W'iili the (juantity of gold and silver 
seen in circulation. At lirst, the cjuatuiiy 
of notes way ruy small indeed; the in- 
cieaso of this ijuairliv was, for tho first 
IweiUj* yeais, vtjry slow; ana, though it 
bc‘camc mo/e vapid in the next twenty 
years, the c]uantity does not appear to 
have been large tifi the war which took 
place in i7a.5, before which time the Bank 
Company put out no notes under 20 pounds 
111 amount. Then it w^as that they began 
lo put out lb pound notes, and afterwards, 
but during llie same w ar, 10 peumf notes. 
During all ibis time, loans, in every 
war, had been made by the; government. 
That is tu say, the government had bor- 
rowed niOiK v of individuals, in the same 
way as ab<)Vc-nientioncd, in tlie year 
when the system of loans and stocks and 
iunas was begun. The money thus bor- 
renved never paid olV, but was siift’ered 
to terrain at. interest, and wa*!, as it is now, 
callec' the Navconal Dkht, tlm interest 
npoii vdncli is annually paid out of the 
taxes raised upon the people. As this 
debt went on increasing, the bank-notes 
went oil increasing, as, indeed, it, is evi- 
dent they must, seeing that the interest of 
the Debt \Vas, as it still is and must be, 
paid in bank-notes, 

• 

It is not simply the cpiantity of bank- 
notes, that are put out into circulation, 
which will excite alarm a^to tlieir solidity ; 
but, it is that cjuaiUity, if it be groat, com- 


pared tvith the qumlity of gold and silver^ 
seen in circulation. If, as the bank-notes 
increased, the circulating gold and silver 
had increased in the same proportion; 
then, indeed, bank-notes would still have 
retained their usual credit ; people Would 
still have had the same confidence in them. 
But, this could not be. From the nature 
of things it couhl m»t he. The cau.se of 
the incrca.se of the bank-notes, was, the 
increase of tho interest upon the National 
Debt ; and, as it grew' out of an operation 
occasioned by poverty, it would have been 
strange indeed had ii been accompanied 
with a circumstance, which would have 
been an infallible indication of riebas. 
Without, however, stopping here to in- 
f(iiirc into the cause of the coin's not in- 
creasing with the increase of [laper, suffice 
it to say, that such was the fa< t. Year 
after year we saw more of bank-notes and 
less of gold and silver ; till, in time, such 
was the quantity of bank-notes required 
to meet the purposes of gold and silver in 
the payment of the interest of the still in- 
creasing Debt, and in the payment of the 
taxes, many other banks w^ere opened, 
and they also ia^iu d their promissory notes. 
The Bank Company's iiott^s*, which liad 
never before been made for less sums than 
10 pounds, were, soon after the beginning 
of Pitt's war, in 179”, i>.snfed for five 
pounds, after w'liich it wu'^ not to be sup- 
posed, that people could have the same 
opinion of bank-iu)t(?s that they formerly 
had. Every part of the people, except 
the very pooriist of them, now, occa- 
sionally, at least, possessed bank-notes. 
Rents, salaries, yearly wages, all sums 
above five pounds, were now paid in bank 
notes ; and, the government itsedf was now 
paid its tocsin this same sort of currency. 

In such a state of things it was quite im* 
possible that people should not begin to 
perceive, that gold and silver was better 
than bank-notes, and that they should not 
be more desirous of possessing the former 
than the latter ; and, the moment this is 
the case, the liiinking system must begin 
to tremble ; for, as the notes arc payable 
to the hearer, and payable on demand, it is 
very certain, that no man, with such a 
prefereiice in his mind, will keep in hts 
possession a bank-note, unless we can .sup- 
pose a mi».n .so absurd as to keep a thing, 
of the goodness of which he has some sus. 
picion, however small, while, for merely 
o])eiiiiig hi.s mouth or stretching forth hia 
hand, he dm exchange it for a thing of tlic 



fW} SEPTEMBER ! 

same nominal value^ and of the goodness 
of whieh it is impossible for him' or any 
one eJsc to cjiterluiii any suspicion. 
'* PubJic Credit/^ as it has been calied^ 
but, as it may more properly be called, 
Tii€ credit of bank-notes,'* l^as been 
emphatically denominated, “ Suspicion 
«AskFEP."’ In the midst of events like 
those of 17f)j and the years immediately 
succccding; in the midst of circumstances 
like those above-mentioned, relating to the 
bank-notes, it was impossible* that .^( s- 
ricioN should sleep any longer. The 
putting forth of the o pound hank-notc'? 
appear to have rouzed it, and, in the 
month of rebruary, *71)7, it became broad 
awake. Tluj stoppage of payment on the 
part of the Hank Company was the iinine- 
diate consecjueiicc ; but, a particular ac- 
count of tiiat important event, which to- 
tally changed the nature of all our money 
transactions, and which will, in the end, 
produce, in all human probability, effects 
of the most serious nature, must be the 
sul>jeet of a future letter. In the mean 
while I am, 

Your fiiend, 

COPBETi*. 

Si.iic Vruon, Nav^ate, Thursday, 

VjQlh August, 1810. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

IIoLLANO (continued from page 239.^ 
When I was writing, the article, here re- 
ferred to, I was deeply impressed with the 
persuasion, that we shohld very soon find, 
tliat llui Emperor Napoleon did not mean 
to leave Holland any longer in a state of 
inactivity. I had thought of the matter 
i'or some time, and I had made up my 
mind to this settled opinion; that he would 
now set seriously and sedulously to work 
to make use of the immense naval re- 
sources of Holland for the purpose of an- 
noying, and, if possible, of subjugating 
Imgland. This being my sincere con- 
viction, I endo.^voured to bring ray readers 
over to that conviction, and, as a prelimi- 
jajiry thereto, to remove from their minds: 
the notions, with which some of our writers 
itad been endeavouring to buoy them up, 
relative to discontents, which were said to 
exist amongst the Dutch, on account of the 
change which had recently taken place, 
lor which discontents I could s^e no rea- 
S‘>u, seeing that the change had merely 
put away one, who could never be consi- 
. dered in any other light than that pf an 
^gctU of Napoleon, and had ilitroduced a 
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few' more* foreign iraerps than w'ere already 

in the country. 1 am satisfied’ tint th« 

danger of this country eoiisisis chiefly in 
the w ant of preparation in the minds ol 
the people. The object of but loo inanv 
amongst us appears to be to keep l he people 
in the daik, at ail events, to the last mo- 
ment. El.<e, why should attempts be made 
to persuade them, even to this day, that (htt 
I)ufch are about to resist the Emperor. 
Napoleon's onitis ami decrets? The dan- 
ger, which this country has to apprehend 
from the side of Ilolliiml is, one would 
think, so evident, that every man must s(;o 
ii. Vet, instead of preparing the minds 
of the people for this danger, our minis- 
terial writers seem to have formed a deli- 
berate plan for mahlng the people of Eng- 
land believe, that, so far fiom Napoleon's 
being <d)le to ullack us from Holland, he is 
likely to be attacked hmsvlf by Holland, 
Shocking infatuation ! If this infatiiatiou 
continue, w hat must be the consei^ueiice ? 
As I v\ ish for the people of this coun- 
try to, see their danger, to see the real 
state of Hoihind and of its means of at- 
tacking us, 1 have resumed, or rather con- 
tinued, my former article upon the subject, 
and I shall now add some observations, 

for which I bad not then time. It is 

said, in speaking of the Dutch National 
Debt, that Napoleon has decreed a bank- 
ruptcy in Holland, artd appropriated TO 
HIMSELF the two third parts of the piih- 
“ lie slocks of that nation." This is said 
in the Courier news-paper of the 29th of 
August. I did not so understand the mai- 
ler ; ifor do I, upon a second look at thu 
decree, so understand it now. It may be 
considered as being rather bold, to diflet 
from so wise a man as the Editor of the 
Courier; but, 1 am pretty certain, that I 
am right in my construction of the. decree, 
which, if words when used by Napoleon 
have their usual meaning, suy.s that two 
thirds of the interest of the Debt shall be 
no longer paid ; and, of course, that l4iere 
will not be taxes raised to pay those tv/o 
thirds, as there used to be, in consequence 
of which there must, of neces^ty, be less 
taxes raised in Holland, oji account of the 

Debt. See the decree, at page S3 oI 

this'volume, and sec also the Report ot the 
Duke of Cadorc, at page 79. Tt is impos- 
sible to read these documents* and not to 
,see that what the Courier has published 
upon this subject is not true; and that, if 
it bp not intended to deceive the public^ 

it must have a tteiulency thereunto. 

Tills matter ofrthe Vu(c/t Debt is very m.a- 
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tcrial indeed^ becsiuse it is, as we have 
been told, on account of the reduction of 
the interest upon this Debt, that the peo- 
ple of Holland are so outrageously discon- 
tented. It the decree be what 1 have de- 
scribed it to be; that is to say, if it re- 
lieves the Dutch from paying two thirds of 
the taxes that they used to pa}’ on account 
of the Debt, 1 really cannot. In that, dis- 
cover any cause for disoj ntent amongst 
the people in genera!. The persons who 
have tQ receive one third, that is to say. 
ten shillings where they used to receive 
Mfr/y shillings; such persons may, indeed, 
very reasonably he discontented ; but, 
xvhen wc are c ilculating upon the effects 
popular discontent against the power 
ol a government, we always speak of the 
feelings of the numy and not of the few. 
Desides, if it be really true, that tVe dear 
good Dutchmen arc angry and seditiously 
inclined, because they have ten shillings in- 
stead of thirty to pay to the Stock-holder ; 
it this be really true, there is a verv 
easy, expeditious, and safe rc.niedy . they 
have only to fake the money out of their 
pockets and pay the creditors the two 
iliird |)nrts themselves, winch Napoleon 
would hardly prevent by « a rcxttwtion 
hill. Let lliem, then, be as discontented 
as our news-p'ipcrs can make them on 
any other account ;,h't tiiem rise in in- 
surrection ill eveiy corner of the country; 
but, let .tiiol be under the pretence, that 
they are not permitted to pay their debts ho‘ 
fiestiy, which they may do if they' please, 

notwithstanding Napoleon's decree. 

liCt us now turn to what has transpired 
since my last Number was written ; 1 al- 
lude to the declarations, made by Napo- 
jeon, relative to Holland, in his answer to 
the address o( the Dutch, presented to 
him, on the occasion ol his birth-day. 

We have always found, in all the 
stages of the French government, that 
they intended to do what they threatened 
to do ; and, I can see no reason why this 

should not still be the case. Let us, 

tlietcfore, hoar, and pay good attention to 
what Napoleon now threatens; for, we 
may be assured, that, if he fail to put his 
threats in rxecutimj, it will not, be for 

want of the disposition He says to the 

Dutch : J gave you a Prince of mv 

blood for your Huler ; this was intended 
“ as a bond to unite the concerns of your 
" Hcpublic with the rights of this Em- 
" pile. My hopes have been deceived ; 

and on this occasion I have shewn more 
'' forbearance than my character gene- 


" rally admits and my rights required* 
** 1 have at length put a period to the 
" painful uncertainty of your future fate> 
and warded olf the fatal blow which 
threatened to annihilate all your pro* 
" perty and all your resources. I have 
opened the (*ontinent to your national 
“ industry. The day shall come when you 
'' are to conduct my eagles to the seas celt^ 
hrated by the exploits of your ancestors. 
Then shall you shew yourselves worthy qf 
“ yourselves and qf me. From this moment till 
" that period, all the changes that take place in 
" Europe shall have for their first motive the 
** destruction ifthat tyrannical and irrational 
** system which the English Government, un^ 
mindful of the pernicious consequences which 
** arise ikertfrom to its own country, has 
“ adopted, to outlaw commerce and trade, and 
“ subject' it to the arbitrary authority of Eng» 
** lish licences. — Gentlemen, Deputies of 
the Legislative Dody, and of the land 
** and sea forces, of Holland — and Gentle- 
'' men Deputies of my good Chty of Am- 
** sterdam, tell my subjects of Holland, I 
'' feel perfectly satisfied they possess the 
sentiinenls they profess for me ; tell 
them, that I doubt not their loyal at- 
" tachnient, and depend on tln lr hear- 
Illy joining J heir exertions to those of 
" the rest of my subjects, to re^conqwer the 
** rights qf the sen, the loss of which, five 
coalitions, incited by Erigl ind, have in- 
" flicted on tho continent ; tel! them, that 
in all circumstinres they may reckon 
on my peculiar protection."-^— .Thus, 
as the reader wiil see, my opinions, upon 
this subject, as given last week, were 
pretty correct. 1 then said, that the change 
had been made principally, if not wholly, 
with a view to the execution of designs 
against England ; and, 1, therefore, besought 
niy readers not to be cheated, not tobe lured 
away from this object, by any stories, 
any hatched tales, about the dwcontents, 
which the change had created amongst 
the Dutch. The same writers, who made 
these attempts at cheating and luring the 
public with Dutch discontents, are now, 
upon seeing the Address of the Dutch 
Deputies, which, in point of loyalty** 
n™ay> perhaps, equal, but, in point of adu^ 
lation certainly does not equal many other 
addresses that I have read in my life- 
time ; upon seeing this address, which it 
was impossible to keep out of print in 
England, and equally impossible to alter 
very materially, without detection and 
exposure; upon seeing tliis address, so 
flatly corftradicting all their assertions. 
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and baffling all the false hopes, which 
they had found it their interest to endea- 
vour«to exciie ; upon seeing this address, 
they tack short about, and, after pretty 
nearly a month spent in condoling with 
the poor good Dutch, and lamenting that 
so worthy, such an excellent, discontented, 
and seditious people should be s<» cruelly 
oppressed ; after tliis, kept up for nearly 
a month, they, upon seeing the “ dutiful 
** and loyaV^ address before-mentioned, 
turn short round upon the charmingly 
discontented Dutch, and assad both them 
and their ** prince and father^' in the fol- 
lowing terms. " The Monitcuu of the 

I Sth contains the Address of the Dutch 
“ Deputies to Buonaparte, and tlie Reply 
“ ot the Tyrant to the meanly adulatory ^ 
and disuustin^/y fulsome lun^niage of the 
'■ degenerated sons of the once noble^ inde- 
pendent, and high spirited Hollanders, 
“ wl»o, in making their abject submission 
to the common oppressor of the Conti- 
neiit, do not blush to allude to the heroic 
and succtssfiil exertions of their ances- 
tors to resist a foreign tyranny, atid by 
W'hirb they obtained and so long pre- 
served that independence which for- 
merly had been the proud and just boast 
''of every true and honest JJataviaii. 
" Never, certainly, was h reply nmre 
'' suitably made to such an Address ; for, 
'' while the degraded Hollanders exult in 
the slate cf thraldom to which, bv liis 
" eg;regious WfAhwy they+iave been reduced, 
" Buonaparte boasts i>f the conquests he 
" has, in like manner, obtained over the 
" irulcpendenrc of so many other nations 
“ of the ('ontineril, and does not hesitate 
" to take ciedit to himself to have ri- 
" vetted the chains of the once happi/ coun- 
" tries of Italy, Switzerland, as well 
"as of ihc once "High and Mighty,*' 
" but now poor and wretched States of 
" Holland. If any additional proof were 
" wanting of the total disreganl of eve ry 
" principle of truth and honour in this , 
" detestable tyrant, it would be found in the I 
" allusion which he makes to the recent 
" acts of the British Goveinnient. It is 
" not necessary for us now to remind our 
" Readers that our Orders of Council, of 
" which the Tyrant continues to complain, 
'' were merely retaliative of his most mm- I 
" principled and outrageous Decrees against 
" us ; and yet has he the shameless effron- 
tery to say, oven to the face of those 
" very people ivho have most suffered by 
his wanton restraints upon every c<mi- 
morcial pursuit, that the systluj^ of the 
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" British Government is " tyrannical and 
•' " irraliMial," and that to its destruction 
" all his future exertions aro to be direct- 
" ed. What matchless impudence andfalse-^ 
" hood ! As to the threat of his eagles be- 
" ing about to be conveyed to the sea 
" we shall only for the present observe* 
" that the sooner they are sent, the sooner 
" will our brave tars be afforded tlie 
" opportunity they desire of effectually 

** clipping their wings/' Yes, let us 

hope so ; but, we could have hpped 
this, and we could have said this, with- 
out accompanying it j without accom- 
panying either the hope or the prayer, 
with any of the nonsense or the hy- 
pocrisy that precedes it. It is verv' 
laudable iu any Englishman to meet a 
menace like tliat of Napoleon with defi- 
ance ; Mcause, howevei erroneous the 
judgment, the feeling is right; hut, this 
defiance derives no credit from the blus- 
tering abuse, the falshood, the nonsense, 
and the hypocrisy with which it is ac- 
companied, and which seems to be far too 
much overstrained to flow from ii disin- 
terested source. But, before we make 

any further observations upon this article 
from the Morning Post (of the 27th of 
August), let us hear what its twin brother, 
the Courier, of the same day, contained 

upon the same subject.-; " If any thing 

" can add to the degradation t)f a peo- 
" pie, cursed and conquered by Buona- 
" parte, it is the manner in which he 
" makes them return thanks for Jiaving de- 
" stroyed their prosperity and rights, and 
" cclebrXte him as the woiker of good, 
" who has proved liirn^olf in every action 
" the demon of evil. Our reader^ will 
"find in another part oi our Paper, the 
"Address of the Dutch JiCgislaturo and 
" Council of Stale, the Deputies of the 
" Land and Sea Forces, and of the City 
" of Amsterdam. The hatredy the loalL 
** ing, and disgust which the Dutch lia^e 
" against the French Government and its 
" Chief, are notorious ; yet arc these De- 
" puties made to thank him foft having 
" united them with his happy subjects ; 
" and to hope that, by their obedience 
" and. attachment to their Prince and 
" Father, they shall preserve the protec- 
« turn of a generous, upright, undb benevolent 
" Governmriit 1 1 1 And to add to the insult 
"•and inocktry of the scene, and to make 
" their shame and their (li>gracc com- 
" plete, they are m.ade to take a refro- 
" spectivc view their history, and say, 

" " they are .still posiessed of a strong re- 


SEPTEMBER 1, 1810— KoWand, 



2751 POUTICAL REGISTER— J/o/torf. 


" ** collection of the tirines of iheir fme^ 
** *‘faih^s** VfUdiizgroidlmgiindconlemp- 
•* iihk shape do men and nations sometimes 
*• assume 1 To have read &uch an Address, 
without knowing from w'hence it pro- 
ceeded, one would have supposed it to 
* be an Address to some Peniun Satrap, 
an Address from some of those Eastern 
Nations which have never enjoyed the 
tight and life of Lihetiy, and in which 
“man is the only giowth that lijigcrs/' — 
“ But that the Dutch, the descend ants of 
“ De Witt, and Tronipe and De Ruyter, 
of men who defied and defeated all the 
•* power of Spain, tliat they should be 
compelled io class slavery among the 
“ blessings of life, and to bestow (except 
“ byway of irony and scorn) npoi. tnui 
“ Prince of Darhiesi,, Buonaj'vute, the ap- 
“ pellation of Father, is most galiiiig and 

“ aftlicting indeed \ ” The ('ourier has 

this ditlerenco from his hrotlicr : he looks 
upon tin* poor good Dutch as having been 
made to ihayik lluonaparte. This idea is 
izot quite origimU and, indeed, it has 
been snspcctcd, that many and many a 
most driiftd, loyal, and aJe'eto fUiin addVess 
wouhl never have seen Uic light, without 
Uic a'jsi.^tance niThfiyira?* or the hopts of 
tlic addressers ; and, in every such cases 
disguise the thing how you may, the ad- 
dressers arc made do what they do ; 
but, there is this ddlhreiue, that, to vicld 
to open palpable forte is not a millionth 
part so di^giacetul as the base hypocrisy 
of pretending to act In such a case from 
motives of real alicclion. A brave and 
faithful people may have the miotbrUine 
to be made slaves, and may be compelled, 
at the point of tlic bayonet, to do many 
arts of apparent meanness ; but, then, 
where ihii is the case, the facts are known 
to the world ; the baseness, the insult, the 
mochry, is, in cases, where all the names, 
and all the outward forms, of freedom are 
pveserved, and all the substance of slavery 
and tyranny practised : there it is, that 
me I's feelings are outraged ; there it is 

7/7r«i// and 77ioc4'£ry sting the .'.oul. 

Both ^hese editors seem to be particu- 
larly oKended with the word ** father,** 
made use of, upon this occasion, by the 
Dutch Deputies; but for what reason I 
know not, except that they grudge the 
French and Dutch even their fooleries. 
Why should not they use the word father, 
upon buch occasions, as well Ub other peo- 
ple ? 1 am sure I have seen it used with 

.as little truth, and iviih even less pro- 
priety. Scores of addresses have 1 seen 


much more fulsome and more impudently 
false than this of the Dutch Deputies ; and> 
though that may be wo jmtificatim fw tk^ 
Dutch Deputies, it may, at least, form 
something of an excuse for them. Aye, 
take my w ord for it, there are baser slaves 
upon earth than the Dutch Deputies. 
They, il what these editors say be true, 
are compelled to do what they do ; while 
there arc in the world W'retche?, who do 
w'orse from choice, or, at least, without 
any other motive than that of gain ; and 
who, at the same time, h.ive the “ match# 
“ less impudence and ialshood’^ to boast 
oJ tlit possession ol liberty, about which 
neitlier Naijo'.con nui the Dutch Depu- 
ties SL‘y one word. Now, as to the 

threats oft he Emperor, they do not, 1 must 
confess, contain any thing, which I dii 
not ex'fiect to hear from him much sooner ; 
and, 1 am thoroughly persuaded, that lie 
will leave nothing unattenipted in order to 
fulfil them. Our fault has hitherto been, 
that we have set dangers icholly at defiance, 
or have suficred ourselves to be alarmed 
Ota of our senses. And, iniiul this, the lat- 
ter will alway'^ be the case with those, 
who willnevi r see danger a distance. 
I want my country to see its danger now, 
while that danger is at a distance ; and 
I beseech niy readers to bear in mind, 
that 1 now warn the public against be- 
lieving those, who are using all their en- 
deavours to persuade ns, that we are safe 
in consequence ofUic discontents and the 
seditious mo’'eTiients now existing and 

going on against N.ijioleon. ifolland 

is, it must be evident to every one, the 
point flora wliich England is the most 
easily assailed. The land is nearly in 
sight ; and, the distance, with a fair wind, 
is nut more than four ox five hours saiU 
The Duke of Cadore, in his report upon 
Holland, states, that, in the course of the 
ensuing year (from the 9th of July) there 
can be 40 sail of the line assembled in 
the Scheldt and llie Texel. Perhaps this 
is a little over-strained ; but, suppose 
there should be .*30 sail, well crammed with 
troops ; and this number, 1 think, may and 
will be assembled. The consequence ixf 
the bare existence of such an armament 
would be, a fleet of ours kept off the coast 
of Holland, all weathers and seasons ; and, 
besides that, an army kept embodied 
in ouir Eastern counties. The Fleet, 
so prepared, need never stir, except for 
the purpose of makin*> demonstrations. 
By remaining pretty nearly still, it would 
find occ'npation for a very large ilfeet, a 
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Urge body of land troops, and for all oot 
news-papers. If people hoarded their 
money (the gold and silver money, I mean) 
in 1803, when there was little more than 
bare threats, what would they do, if such 
an armament were actually seen on float f 
•* Tliey would not hoard gold ” says JVIrs. 
de Vonge, Til answer for that/' Very 
likely, Madam ; but would you answer for 
their not hoarding the shillings and the 

big copper pennies ? 1 hope, and trust, 

that, if such an armament were to make 
an attempt to come out, it would be de- 
feated ; but, what have hopes to do in the 
forming nf opinions f We are, in a case 
like this, to calculate what is likely to be, 
or what is possible to be ; and not what 
we, or any body else, may xvish for or hope 
for. Base and wicked is he who docs not 
uisii for the Welfare of his country*; but, 
what has that wish to do in influencing 

the fate of his country ? In the case | 

before us, we are to consider, not what wc 
wish might be, but what reason says is 
likely to be, and also whut is possible to 
be. Ill the first place, then, no one can 
doubt, 1 think that it is possible for Na- 
poVeon to assemble, in the 'territories of 
Holland, in the course of one year, a flrtf i 
qf thirty sail of the line ; and, that he could 
easily fill them with troops all the world 
knows. Our fleet, placed to watc h this 
fleet, could not atu'uys kc-ep the sc a. There 
would he limes whc*n,for its own [iresru va- 
tion, it must come fnfm its sta ion, and 
seek shelter in port. In that case, the 
enemy may come ovor if he will. All 
must depend upon winds and tides, and 
on whatever dejiendsnpen u inds Piul tides 
no dependence is to bi: placed, if twenty 
or thirty thousand men were landed, I shall, 
as a matter of course, suppose, that, after 
a little while, at least, they would be dc*- 
fcat'jd, and destroyed, or captured. But, 
the worst of it is, that even in that case*, 
our success does not an end to oar dan- 
ger; for, to our eiieifiy, what is the loss 
of 20 or 30,000. men ? In such a case, the 
loss of lives to us niusl be considc;rahle, 
and who can f lil to perceive the mischieds 
that must arise from the alarm, especially 
if, at the same time, we were llneateiied 
from Boulogne or any other port of France r 
i>uch attempts, fiU})posing Napoleon to 
have no other object but this kinKsloni ro 
attend to, might be made several ttmes in 
a year, without any very serious incon- 
venience to In m; while, witli respect to us, 
unless we pursue, and sleadily niirsu/^, a 
system of defence, at once cheap p.^d d* 


ficaciouf, tlic inconvenience w-ould be in^ 
tolerable. It is to be observed uiat if an 
armament, such as I have been speaking 
of, would require on our part an ailai*- 
I tional naval force ; and, of course, a heavy 
additional eypence. Indeed, it must be 
[ manifest to' every one that reflects, that 
I the season for great exertions on our part 
is now approaching. It requires merely 
a look at the situation of Europe to enable 
one to determine this point. For year# 
past, the whole of the forces of Napoleon 
have been carried away from us. He 
himself has been, no small part of that ' 
time, on the other side of Europe. And 
therefore, we must necessarily conclude 
that our exertions must now be greater, 
than they have of late years been, und 
that the necessity for such exertions will 
every dat^ increase. Vet, it is at this 
time that we are told that retrenchments 
in expence are absolutely necessary. Wc 
were tohl il'is, during the last session of 
Parliament hy Mr. lluskisson, Mr. Bose, 
and sevftal others, who did not indeed 
propose to begin by tile cutting olfof sine- 
ernes; but who did very distinctly de- 
clare th.it retrenchment was iitoessary, 
ami ahsolulely necessary. VVe shall pro- 
bably see, fluring the next session of Par- 
liament, the branches, upon which these 
gentlemen propose to with their re- 

trenchments; but, if I am not very much 
deceived indeed, they w II have io provide 
a ni'W* fleet foi a deh n'.e agJi'msr liolland, 
or to acknowledge that cn naval 

estab!i‘‘lniieiil li-o long hc’U too g.-eat. 

l»i esiini.itiMg if-e fat lings cf the Dutch 

tow^irds iNr!p(»leon. ami, of < our^e, in t.sii- 
rnatlng his ntia.‘.» ol'ra^^i.^g a ii;c. al force 
ill Holl'ui 1, tiu ri* arc two circumslam cs, 
which wp art apt to oiverlook. 'I he first 
of tlu'Se is, that tlir DiUch nation have now 
been sezmlecn yeai s unili r the dominion of 
Frill. ce. The children who were ten 
ycai'-> of age, when the coiifjuer«d 

Holland, lire now men and women of 
twenty seven yrars of age. The active 
|iopulation of Holland, thcrefone, have 
been brought up under the French, and 

with a taitc for French |)rinci|)les. 

fhe other circumstance is, that there were 
great, discontents prevailing in . Holland, 
long before the invasion by tlw French. 
Th (5 people had not forgotten or forgiven 
th*s calling in of the Prussians, in 1786, 
which gave rise to the banislini«mt, volun- 
tary, di* involuM»nry, of great rvimhcrs of 
the most iotv iiij^iit and loo.st .qjiritcd men 
in the cointry. 'J'hcse men, in general. 
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rjouglit refuge in France ; and when the 
French revolution look place, ihey be- 
came the representatives of all the discon- 
tented in Holland, with whom they held 
constant CO nimunication ; they urged the 
French goveminent to invade their coun- 
try, and they themselves opened the way 

tor the invaders. This ciicuinstarice, so 

im[(ortaur when estimating the disposition 
of the Outch towards the FVench, has 
scaicclv ever been noticed in this country. 
We haM* tvondaed and ivandered and tvon- 
tUred how it was that tlie French walked 
* through the chain of formerly strong for- 
tresses into Holland ; we have been indig- 
nnnt at the Dutch lor not fighting in </c- 
tVvic’f qf tfitir country; we have called them 
by all manner of names because they did 
not bury themselves in the last ditch of 
Uieir furlilications ; but. if W'e lta*d borne 
in mind the event, which I have here re- 
ferred to, our wonder would have ceased ; 
or, rather, it woul^ never have existed. 

Upon the whole, then, according to 

any view that 1 am able to take* of Ilol- 
land, I cannot help being fully persuaded, 
that Napoleon will be able to draw forth 
all its immense naval means, and to give 
them a terrible direction towards this 
country; and this being my persuasion, 1 
cannot refrain from again and again call- 
ing upon the publ\c t(» be so prepared for 
the event as to be able to look it steadily 
ill (I'C ir.' c. It is very injurious to the 
cao e iA the <'onntry to give to such 
slujnicfid abuse ns that abo\ o-qudted from 
the jMoiiiiiig Post and the t’ouricr. It 
inidcids many persons. It gives a pas- 
a.id ioolish uircclion to th<' mmd ; 
'.ind it must, it those ahusive prints can 
*A'er l)e vt id abread, do our character 
.;i'cat injury amongst foreigners, wdio will, 
tliniblU say, what is eieinally true, that, 
•,ho^c virho resoil to abuse, feel the want of 
truth Oil their side. 

Jacobi'j ^'tuineas. Mrs. de Yongc 

gave us ?. pretty good account of the man- 
ner, in xi^hich these disafiected gentry got 
off out of the kingdom; and, it seems, that 
A consideiabic part of them have made 
their way into France, in spite of all ob- 
stacles ; for, it appears that there has been 
a decree jrrcently passed in France, for 
the purpose of regulating the rate, at 
which foreign coin shall pass. Sonic part 
of our gold has gone to France in exchange 
for corn; but 1 take it, the far greater part 
of the English gold now in Fiance, has 
gone thither after the manner so ably cx- 
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plained by Mrs. de Yongc. ^Whether 

the report of the Bullion Committee will 
induce any of these Jacobin Guineas to rei. 
turn liome, is more than I can say ; but F 
am very certain, that, it will not induce 
them to return, until there be a paper price 
and a gold price openly acknowledged 
and acted upon. It is worthy of re- 

mark how much greater the interest is, 
which is now excited in the country, re- 
specting paper money, than it ever was 
upon any former occasion. Men seem to 
have taken quite new views of the subject. 
The day light of science seems to have 
broken in upon them all at once. The 
vulgar notions about balance of trade and 
dearness and paying off the national debt and 
the like have all vanished in an instant, 
and ycu can hardly meet with a man who 
retains any such phrases in his conversation. 
This is a great thing gained ; for when 
once men understand the matter clearly, 
they will not be Jong before they will act 

as they ought. There have been, within 

these ten days, some more ai tides pub- 
lished in the Morning Posi, levelled at the 
Country Banks. From these articles, the 
source of which it is by no means dilTicult 
to guess at, I should imagine, that there 
was really some scheme on foot with re- 
spect to these banks ; and if there is we 
shall see most curious work before next, 
First of April. 

Ma'iciilkss Iv^udenck.” This is 

a qmbty, which the Morning Post, in a 
passage above-quoted, has given to the 
Fmporor Napoleon; but, while we give 
tins wiiier full credit foi his modesty, let 
us do him that justice, which he has not 
done himself; for, I iliink, that there can 
be no doubt at all, that, as to the quality 
here spoken of he surpasses all the world. 
This one might fairly conclude from his 
general conduct ; but, he has yesterday 
(SOtli of August] furnished us with an in- 
stance, which, even as a trait of impudence 
in him, doesdeserve particular notice.— 
The French news-paper, the Moniteur, 
has, it .seems, cut some unsavoury jokes 
upon the state of our foreign commerce and 
our paper money. A part of what it has 
said the Morning Post has published; 
and, some of it is very sensibly written. 

^I'he Morning Post, however, says 

that “ s^more preposterous farrago of false 
” reasoning, gross misrepresentation, and 
" rank falshood, has never insulted com- 

" mon sense.'^ But, it seems, that the 

efforts of^he writer are calculated, accord- 
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ing to this same Morning Post, to produce 

fnischicvous effects. -Eet us take his 

words : “ We received last niglil a re- 

gular series of Moniteurs and other Paris 
** Papers to the 21st. The most remarka- 
** ble article of their contents is a pretend- 
'' ed letter from Hamburgh, in which the 
'' most hostile language towards England 
is used, and in which the writer most 
zealously co operates wtih Cobbett and 
** the other mischievous scribes of faction ajnong 
** us, who so incessantly labour to bring 
our Government into disrepute, to destroy 
the Public credit qf the country, and give 
a mortal stab to its best interests. A more 
** preposterous farrago of false reasoning, 
« gross misrepresentation, and rank false- 
*• food, has never insulted common sense. 
We have neither time nor space to ani- 
inadvert particularly nnon it at-present ; 
nor indeed is any an' lad version neces- 
** sary, where falsehoof is so exposed as to 
be open to detectio* , even by the most 

'' shallow understand This writer 

does not attempt to /vc any proof oi' these 
charges ; but, at the conclusion of the 
article, wljich he ha-? taken from the 
Moniteur, Ihi says, that the French 
writer, in aid of his arguments, makes 
a quotation fjoni Cohbetfs Register.** 
Why does not the Morning Post publish 
this quotation ; or, at least, refer to it. I 
have not the Moniteur; and should be 
very much obliged to any one, who may 
possess the Number alluded to, to lend it 

me for an Imur. This writer of the 

Morning Post talks of u liters, who la- 
bour to destroy public credit ; but, what 
does he mean by public credit r 'l iicre is 
no credit wanted except that of bank notes, 
the largest class of which this writer him- 
self has called '' destructive assignats.** 

In his paper of the I'Jth of July, he called 
^ tlie Country Bank notes (forming more 
than tliC half of our circulating medium) 
** destructive assignats'*, and in his paper 
of the yth of August, he calls them vile, 
'' dirty rags;** and yet, when the French 
writers repeat soi lething of this sort, and 
foretell that our paper will never be ex- 
changed into gold and silver, he has the 
impudence to tell his readers, that the 
French arc co-operating with Cobbett and 
the other mischievous scribes of faction. If 
tins' be not imatciiless impudence” 
where arc we to look for it in this werld ? 
He himself calU our bank-notes destme- 
^ " tive assignats ;*' he calls them " vile, dirty 
« rags;** he publishes article after article 
intended to shew the worthlessife^ of 
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them ; slrenuously recommends 

their abolition ; and, after all this * after 
all these endeavours to aimihilvitc ail the 
credit that is now given to more than one 
half of our circulating medium ; auer all 
this, upon seeing that the French v%riU'Vs 
say the same thing of our paper m(iney 
that he has said, he turns round upon 
those whom he chooses to cull snibes of 
faction, and imputes to fliem \he. mischievous 
act of having given the French their cue 

upon this subject. But, leaving this 

modest gentleman to the opinions of the 
public, what a stupid thing it is for us to 
suppose, that a matter like that of the 
state of oiir paper-money cun be kept a 
secret. What gross folly this must he ; 
and especially now that the Report of tho 
Bullion Committee has been published in 
all the neWs-papers. Such nonsense never 
was before heard of. One would really 
think the man was mad. Both he and his 
fellow labourer of the Courier have fallen 
upon the poor French writer with their 
whole stock of filth. Just as if we sliouid 
not do the same, w'erc we in the place of 
the French. Nay ; just as it we did not do 
the same, with respect to the paper- 
monej" in J’ranco, *he destruction of 
which w^e so long wished for, and at the 
accomplishment of which wish we so 
loudly exulted. It is, tl^refore, childish 
to the last degree ; it is quite babyish ; it 
is despicable beyond description, for us 
to mak*e complaints against the French 
w^riters, anM to get into a passion with, 
and abuse, them, because the}^ make 
themselves merry upon the subject of our 
Bank-notes. Were the I'Vcnch, indeed, to 
set people at work to forge our Bank- 
notes ; were the French gox'ernment toctnploy 
and pay people fur forging Bank notes, and 
other people to introduce them into the coun” 
try ; in that case, indeed, we might have 
something to say ; but, even then, perhaps, 

we might just as well hold our tongues. •« 

Besides, w’hat, ijfter all, do these French 
writers expect tliat their country will get 
by the destruction of our paper ? ®id we 
get any thing by the destruction of their 
»>aper ? To heur the Morning Post, one 
would imagine, that the French were to 
gain, and that we were to be undone, by 
the destruction of our paper-money. But, 
France was not undone by the destruction 
of her paper-money ; and, let it be ob- 
served too, that that destruction took 
place ill the midst of a most expensive 
war. The like, apd under like circum- 
stances, took place in America ; but, te 





far was tlie event from being ruinous to 
America^ that it was, in fact, one of the 
great causes of her success and prosperity. 
The paper-money of Austria was not 
dcslroyeot ; but, Austri.v herself was sub- 
dued; and nouj she is doii^g away her 
paper-money. So that, thougli our paper- 
money may be a very good subject for a 
joke with the fVench writers, there are 
none of them who reflect that will antici- 
pate any very great advantage to their 
country from its destruction, and ihi'; de- 
struction of it is the very worst that even 
* they suppose can take place. 1 have, 
from the time that 1 first touched upon 
the subject, given it as my opinion that 
our paper-money wouhl be destroyed ; 
but 1 have always insisted, that it would 
ratlter add to than diminish the power of 
the nation, and to all tlie nicans'cf its hap- 
piness and security. 

PoRTL'^iAL. ChterfP.g as our pros- 

pects, with regard to the war in thi>cou Ury, 
were last week, thoy appear, from our mi- 
nisterial new's-paners ^vviiici) ought to be 
the be*t inronned) to bo much mote so 
nnv;, seeing, that, as liiese papers inforiii 
us, Massena’s fo.ccs are aflliciod with 
a flyseotery, wlnle our troops are hapfniy , 

free from this aiseasc ; iliat the main j 

body of the French army, in.'iead of ad- 
vancing so rapiclly as tlieir admirers in ^ 
this country aiilicinatcd, liavo retreated 
behind the Coa, perhaps for the want of 

provisions ; -that general I>alh;i^ar, 

with ‘20,000 Portuguese militia \ras in 
Uie province of Braganza, fully prepared 
to meet theFrencIi ; — —that Romana had 
20,0CK) men under him, and was marching 

to iutercept another body of Frencdi ; 

that the spirit of dpsertion still continued 
to prevail among ihe enemies ranks — 
that several tleyeiaers had emme home, by I 
the last convoy, and iliat several more had • 

4 arrl\':d at. Lisbon ; t'uat the cneiuie.s I 

Lni juid operation.s had falsified the pro- ’ 

dic'ti.Mis of lords Grenville and Grey ; ! 

that PorUigucse troops loolnid like i 
real ‘'uldi^ vs, and from what they had al- 
ready done much might be expected from 
them that it is doubted wlteiher Mas- 
sena with lOlV'O') men would be able to 
carry oge particular point of our defence; 

■ —that there are reports, that Massena 
is in full retreat, owing to want of pnovi- 
atojis, great desertion, di&ailection of the 

foieiguers in his army, and sickiias* ; 

that it is well known that the mortality 
in the Frencii army had, for a long tinic^ 


been prodigious my lord Tg* 
lavera's army w'as iti the highest liealtb 
anti spirits — that the anxiety for ^ 
battle with Masgena’s army *was ge- 
neral in our army - that my lord 
Talavera certainly once offered battlo 
to Masse na, and that Massena as cer- 
tainly declined the offer ; that tho 

English army was in a most healthy 
state and ihat provisions and vegetables 
were in g.-eal abundance ; that the ave- 
rage number of deserters from the French 
army was from ‘JO to iOO a day, and that 
the number would be six times as great, 
were it not for the zeal of our frien ls the 
Portuguese, who, whenever they s^'w any 
thing in the shape of a French man, di«i- 

patclied liim without ntercy; that the 

first regiment of Portuguese dragoons had 
fallen upon some French cavalry, ami 

had beaten and pursued them ; that a 

French corps had been fallen upon by a 
body of Sp'uiish and hml been on von b.jck 

with great loss; that a PoiLuguv.se 

corps had beaten the Jhvnch near Iha- 
gauza, and totally de.stioyod tho whole 
hodVi C‘XC( pt two ofticers, and one private, 
wlio made their escape ; — — that, on the 
Itith of August Masscifa had rclieatcd five 
leagues, and that the Spaniurd.s wore rising 
in I he north of Spain ; that in the pro- 

vinces in the north of Spain near Poitug.il 

.‘10,000 m-.ii may easily be raised; 

that ih'^ie ar * Siweral ilioiisaiids already 
on fooi;^ — that, between 0 and 700 GVr- 
muii froops, wiio had de.serttd from the 
lieiich, Ufjo fighting together with the 

Spanish and ::ci.7ned hearty in the cause; 

that hi tlie o p :rt.s also, the de.)erliuu from 
the Frcjyli was continual, and the eiithu- 
siaiii) ol iljr ^jj)nni ;h and Portuguese so 
great that tucy vv. ie uelcrmiiieil to go all 
lengths.- —-—Bat, wij it is of most import- 
ance i i the ;;co'/lhat we now possess of 
li;e excellent di.^iiosition of the Portu- ' 
gaese both civ.l and military ; and this wc 
have now under the hand of Makshal 
i^EitESFoiu) him.alf. In iny last, as the 
reader wiil remember, I commented (al 
page 2i0) upon a paragraph, whence 
one nnght have supjjosed, that the Por» 
lu^ucsc mne deserting from us, it being 
staled that some of them had gone away 
from us, and that some of these had 
been punisfted, and others sent to vtark tn 
the n^ines^ Now^ however, we have a 
complete contradiction of this, and thaG 
too, under the hand of Marshal Beresford, 
W'liose part of the army tlie desertipn '' 
was sziid to have taken place. The fob 
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Iwing letter fiom the Marshal to his Ex- ^ 
oellcficy Don P. Forjax, dated Lagiosa, 
7 August, 1810, settles the point with re- 
gard to the disposition and conduct of the 

Portuguese. It gives me much plea- 

« sure to inform your Excellency of the 
« excellent dispositions of all classes of people 
throughout this part of the kingdom, 
shewing evei*y where the utmost zeal and 
“ loyalty in defence of their country, and 
the most decided detestation of the common 
“ enemy, who justly deserves it, by his un- 
" w^arrrintable conduct, an<) by the acts of 
violence and excesses of every descrip- 
tion, which he daily commits. In all 
" places, the people rather leave their 
** homes, than submit to the necessity of 
affording the enemy any kind of assist- 
ance, and thus evince the most ardent 
love of their country. The peasants also 
** oppose the enemy, wherever* it is in their 
" power, and a light party of them, consist- 
'* ing of one hundred men, under thecom- 
mand of a person called Joze Hiberio, 
attacked, on the 'hi instant, in St. Cacta, 
** a detachment of French troops, 2.5 of 
« whom they killed, and took several heads 
of cattle, w iiich they brought to me, but 
** which I gave* them leave to sell for their 
** own UftO and benefit. 1 have formed 
** them into a company, and given the 
* commaiul thereof to the above Ilibcrio, 
on account of his gallant and patriotic 
conduct, wdtli the rank of ensign in the 
" army.'' — Here, then,*wc have it official- 
ly stated to us, that the Portuguese, of all 
classes, behave in the most excellent man- 
ner. 1 am a little puzzled, indeed, to re- 
concile this Avith the official notification of 
Lord Viscount Talavera, who says, under 
the date of the 1 st of August : ‘‘ It having 
^ come to my knowledge, that certain 
** persons have been sent by the enemy 
** into the interior of the kingdom with letters 
** and messages for difieront individuals, 
cities, and towns, all such persons shall 
“ be arrested as criminal, and sent with 
the letters, with which they may be 
^ charged, to my head-quarters. Tliose 
“ vsho shall receive letters from the enemy’s 
” army, and not apprehend the bearers c*‘ 
them, shall be considered as accom- 
pi ices, and subjected to the most rigorous 

punishment.** Now, at first sight, 

it would appear straiige, that such an 
order as this should ^ necessary in a 
country, where Marshal Boresford's Order 
^ had just been issued ; for, if the people, 
of all cljr.vfs, entertained and showed " tlie 
" most decided dHe:tatioii of the inemy/' 


where was that cnotay to find individuak 
and cities and towns to send hii letters and 
messages to.^ But, though to reconcile 
the contents of these two documents may 
be too much for me, it will, I dare say, be 
very easily done by the editor of the 
Morning Post, and, for the jnesent to him 
I will leave the performance of so pleas- 
ing a task, adding, upon this occasion, 
only tins one other observation, namel\, 
that, if the above information (all taken 
from the Morning f\>st) be true, there 
are now 2(),(X)0 Portuguese Militia, and 
20,0(X) Spaniards under Iloniana, together 
with all the bodies of deserters from the 
Frencli army, to be added to the SIXl'Y 
THOUSAND FlUirriNG MEN, whom 
we are paying in Portugal, ami who arc 
all in good health and have an abundance 
of provisfons, while the French army is 
wasting away daily and hourly with sick- 
ness, famine, and desertion. Under tiuch 
circumstances we may, 1 think, without 
any anxiety, wait with patience for the 
result, aTid that that result may be .such 
as to spare the lives and limbs and heallU- 
of the British army is the sincere hope of 

COBBiriT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

8D/ August, 1810. 

N. B. In consequence of numerous 
letters inquiring, whether broken sets of the 
Register can be completed, 1 think it ne- 
cessary to state here that they may, at 
present ; But, that gentlemen who wish to 
have their sets completed, niu.st apply 
without loss of time ; at least before the 
1 5th of September. 

COBBETT’S 

Parliamentary Debates: 

Tile Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Soverv 
teenth Volumes of the above Work are ia 
the Press, ai^d will be published with ail 
proper dispatch. All Communications 
will be carefully attended to; but it is 
particularly requested that they may be 
forwarded*as early as p(^6sib]e. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spain.— Proclatnation, dated Cadift, 
July 12. 

Citizens of Ca^is ; —Your wishes arc 
now to be accomplished with those of all 
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Spain. Your sacred rights, forgotten and 
nearly lost, will be restored by the Coites 
to be convened in the following month. 
You are about to exercise the solemn 
functions of Legislators, of which you have 
been deprived by tyranny* falsely called 
legitimate and sovereign authority. With 
difficulty we have arrested the sword of 
power, which has caused the evils that we 
deplore, to return to you your just claim 
to have independent Representatives who 
shall watch over your happiness. The 
oppressor of human nature would not have 
advanced so far in his attempts at univer- 
sal despotism, if the nations under his iron 
sway had known how to maintain the 
dignity of men and citizens, which know- 
ledge constitutes the vigour and strength 
of empire. History, citizens, has taught 
ns by more than one example *l*ow much 
rSpain has been indebted to that heroic 
fortitude, which, in our Cortes, has made 
Kings themselves amenable for the abuse 
of their power. Remember that Princes 
have sometimes treated you as if they had 
no duties and you no rights, and as if the 
uttering of your complaints were a crime 
against" tlic State. — Commence then your 
duties 'll Spain, which is as free to you 
as it \^as to your ancestors. E'er this 
purpose employ the right of sufirage, 
which you by nature and by the 

Constitution of your country ; and let not 
intrigue and seduction surprise you in the 
very asylum of your liberty, dictating to 
you the selection which ought ‘to be the 
unbiassed exercise of your will and plea- 
sure. Favour, friendship, rank’ and pro- 
perty give no title, and it is not by ini'ii 
possessing thes^ that the country to be 
saved. Patriotism, talent, merit proved 
by experience, these it is ihai should 
claim your attention. Fie. w'ho sfiiicils 
your vote, and employs artificcj lu uUract 
public approbation, estimates at a low» 
•Lte the independence of a gejicrous peo- 
ple, ;md ought to be marked by you as a 
suspi jious character. True patriotism pos- 
sesses 'too much genuine modesty to be 
the hero of its own story ; and would 
rather convince you by deeds than words 
that it deserves your coiifidcnr«.— Neither 
ought you to forget that you arc respon- 
* sible to your childien and posterity for the 


faithful discharge of your duty on this oc- 
casion. Since the j-e-establishment of the 
Monarchy you are perlmps the only 
Spaniards who have enjoyed so fair an 
opportunity to give permanence and soli- 
dity to civil insiilulion. If, after two 
years of uncertainty and vacillation, when 
you have been so often brought to the 
edge of the precipice, you do not yet dis- 
cover the origin of your calamities to con- 
sist in the imperfect representation of the 
national will, what will be the conse- 
quence ^ The Government and all good 
citizens will lament your culpable blind- 
ness, and they will have at least the nega- 
tive consolation of knowing that history 
w'ili point out you as the de.stroyers of 
your family, and the assassins of your 
country.— You cannot now justify your- 
selves; as at the commencement of the re- 
volution, by the constei nation into which 
the enemy threw the country, so that 
having no means of chusing and examin- 
ing, you were given up to clamourous 
pretenders, who availed themselves of the 
confusion to domineer over you ; nor cai> 
you vindicate yourselves by professing 
that you are the dupes of intrigue, as the 
painful experience of two years has taught 
you how to detect and despise it. You 
arc now enabled to exercise calm reflec- 
tion, and to overcome those influences 
which designing men would dispense to 
deceive >ou.— Recollect, that according 
as you act rightly or wrongly, you estab- 
lish the honour or fix the disgrace of 
Spain; every thing depciid.s upon the in- 
tegriiy of ihe Members of tlie august As- 
sembly, which is solemnly to declare the 
immutable principles of justice, and to 
consecrale before tyrants the hallowed 
rights of nations. — Thi.s Superior Junta 
c:\rnesfly hopes that «:;on5idcring the. im- 
portance of the business elltlu^ted to you, 
and rigidly observing the rules prescribed 
to you for the election, you will prevent 
any corrupt iiiteiference, and you will 
pieserve in your recollection, that if you 
are unfaithful, you will do all in your 
pov\er to promote the eti iual disgrace of 
your po*ierity.— By order of the Superior 
Junta, Louis ue Gargoi.lo, &c. 

Jb Andies Lopez, I^resident, 

Cadiz, June S, LSIO, 
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“ ricar the just f.aw, the Judgment of the Skies: 

“ He that hates Truth, shall be the D'lpe of Lies : 

** And he that will be rhcntiNl to the- last, 

** Delusion strong as Hell shall bind Iwin fast.** 

Cow PER. 

[^«J0 


The next Number of the Register will 
be published on Wednesday next, agree- 
ably to the former Notification. — The 
hour of publishing will be> as hereto<^ 
fore,, at THREE o’clock, both on Wed- 
nesday and Saturday. 

PAPER AGAINST GOIJ): 

KEING AN EX.AMINATION I 

OF THE ! 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter Ih 

What are the Funds and Stocks and 
National Debt ? — Necessity qf clearly under^ 
standing what these words 7nean — Meaning 
qf thent^Inquiry into the origin qf the Funds 
and Debt — The English Revolution — Act qf 
Parliament, 4f4 WiUiam Hi, Cap, 3, begins 
the Funding and Debt system — First loan to 
government — Nature cf Funds and Stocks 
and National Debt — Explanation qf how 
** money is put in the Funds” — Illustration 
in the case of Messrs, Muckworm and Com- 
pany and that of Famier Greenhorn— -The 
Funds shown to be no place, nor any thing 
qf a mystical nature— P. S, Relates to arti- 
clesi upon the same subject, published in other 
papers, and especially to a letter in the Mom 
ing Chronicle qftlte 0th instant. 

Gentlemen, 

Hairing in the foregoing letter, taken a 
sketch of the history of the Bank of Eng- 
land, and of its Notes, from theiV origin 
down to the time when that Bank stopped 
paying its notes in gold and silver, ’the next 
thing to do, in our regular couye of pro- 


ceeding, will be to inquire into, and 
clearly ascertain, the cause of that stop^- 
page ; for it. is very evident, that wilhoiit 
a'icertaiiiing this cause, we shall not be 
able to cc.mc to any thing like a decided 
opinion wiili regard to our main question, 
namely, whether there be any pro- 
BAurLiT^, THAT Tins Bank will be able 

TO RETURN TO THEIR PAYMENTS IN COLD 

AND SILVER, in which question every man 
of us from the highest to the lowest, is so 
deeply interested. 

But,*it is necessary for us to stop a 
little w’here we are, and not go on any 
further with our inquiries into the cause 
of the stoppage at the Bank of England, 
until we have taken time 10 look a lit- 
tle at the FUNDS and the NATIONAL 
DEBT. These arc words, which arc fre- 
quently made u«e oft; but, bke many 
other words, they stand for things which 
are little understood, and the less, per- 
haps, because the words are so very coni- 
monl)^ used. As in the instance of Shrove 
Tuesday^ or Shrovetide, w'ords wliich we all, 
from the oldest to the youngest, m'^kc 
use of ; but, as to their meaning, we con- 
tent ourselves with supposing (or appear- 
ing to suppose,) that they contain a com- 
mandment for us to ^at Fritters and Pan- 
cakes and to murder poor unofieriding 
cocks ; whereas they mean, the Tuesday, 
or the Time,yi>rgottig to confess our sim 
to, and to get absolution from, the Priests; 
to shrieve, being a word equal in meaning 
to confess, and shrove to confessed ; and the 
use of them in the case here mentioned 
having being handed down to us from the 
days of our forefathers, when the Catholic- 
worship ^vas the worship of the country. 

Strange, however, as is the perversion of 
the {meaning of words, in this instance, it 
is scarcely greater than in the case of the 
Funds oxid tne National Debt: but, theie is 
this very important diilerence in the two 

cases ; that, whil«, in the former, the penrt r- 
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sioii is attended with no mischief to either 
individuals, or to the nation ; in the latter, 
it is attended with great mischief to both ; 
with the ruin and misery of many a thou- 
sand of widows and orphans, and with 
woes unnumbered to the nation at large. 
But, if aright understanding of the mean- 
ing of these words be, in aU cases where 
the words are used, of some consequence, 
it is of peculiar consequence here, where, 
as may have been gathered from the pre- 
ceding letter, we shall find the Funds, the 
Stocks, and the National Debt, to be so 
cl'osoly interwoven with the Bank Notes, 
as to be quite inseparable therefrom 
in every possible state or stage of their 
existence. 

The word FUND means, a quantity of 
vnonty put tofreiher, for any purpost' The 
word STOCK, as applied to such matters, 
has the same meaning. Both words may 
admit of meanings somewhat different 
from this ; but, this is the meaning which 
)lain men commonly give to these words; 
«nd, it is, too, the fair and sensible mean- 
ing of them. Now, we shall presently 
see, in what degree this meaning belongs 
to what are commonly called the Funds, or 
the Stocks^ into the origin and progress of 
which, we are now going to inquire ; and, 
an inquiry it is, woitny ofthe undivided at- 
tention of eve»-y true Englishman ; every 
man who wishes to see this country of 
his forefathers preserved from ruin^^and 
subjugation. « 

Soon after the English Revolution ; 
that is to say, soon after our ancestors, 
who had too miiclir spirit to be dras'fxmed 
out of their liberty and their property, 
had driven away king^ James the Second, 
and had brought over the Prince of Orange 
and made him king in his stead, and had, 
at the same time, taken measures for strip- 
ping the family of Stuart of the crown for 
ever and putting it upon the heads of his 
present Majesty’s family ; soon after this 
Revolntimk, the existence of Funds, Stocks, 
and a National Debt began, under the 
auspices of that same Prince of Orange, 
who was then become our King ^illiara 
III, and who appears to have lost but very 
little time Jn discovering, the effectual 
way of obtaining money from the English, 
without resorting, as the Stuarts had, to 
those means, the use of which had, ever 
and aiioOi excited commotions against 
them ; which had brought one of them to 
the scaffold ; and Wluch^ at last, after 


driving another from the land, had for ever 
stripped them of their crown. The real 
motives for creating a National Debt we 
shall, by-and-by, perhaps, have occasion 
to notice; but, "at present, our business is 
to get at a clear notion of the way in which 
it was created, 

William the Third was hardly seated 
upon the throne before a war was begun 
against France, and, in the 4th year of his 
reign, being the year 1 692, an act of par- 
liament was passed imposing ** Certain 
'' Rates and Duties upon Beer, Ale and 
" other Liquors, for securing certain Recom- 

peaces and Advantages in the said Act 
" mentioned, to such Persons as shall vo- 
'' kmtarily advance the sum of 7hn Hun* 

dred Thousand Pounds towards cari*ying 
** on the-ITar against Frante.” This is the 
Title of the Act, being Chapter 3rd of the 
4th year of William and Mary. These 
are the very words ; and fatal words they 
were to England. 

Ill the body of this Act, it is enacted, 
that the persons, who shall advance the 
million of pounds shall, out of the rates 
and duties imposed by the act, r^eceive a 
certain interest, or annual payment, for 
the use of the money so advanced. They 
were to have, and they had, their money 
secured to them by the way of annuity for 
life or lives ; and, they were to have cer- 
tain advantages in cases of survivorship; 
and the annuities were to be redeemed 
upon certain conditions and at certain 
times. But, it will be quite useless for us 
to load our subject with a muliilude of 
words, and to ring the changes upon all 
the quaint terms, which, as appertaining 
to these matters, have, one would think, 
been made use of for no other purpose 
than that of confusing the understandings 
of plain men. The light wherein to view 
the transaction is this : The Government 
was (no matter how, or from what 
cause) got into a war with France ; and, 
fur the alledged purpose of pushing on thii^ 
war with “ vigour** (it is odd enough that 
the very word was made use of, just as it 
is now) they borrowed a million of pounds 
of individuals, and, at the same time, im- 
posed taxes upon the whole nation for the 
purpose of paying the interest of the money 
so borrowed ; or, in other words, the na- 
tion’s taxes, or property, were mortgaged 
to the lenders of this million of pounds. 

• 

The loiters of the money, who, in time. 
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became to be called/tt«J-Ao/Jer5, or st^k- 
holders, did, as the work oF lending ^and 
fund-making advanced, make iheir loans 
in various ways, and the bargains between 
them and the government were of great 
variety in their terms, and in the denomi- 
nations made use of ; but, it was always 
the same thing in effect : the government 
borrowed the money of individuals ; it 
mortgaged taxes for the payment of the 
interest; and those individuals received 
for their money, promises, or engage- 
ments, no matter in what shape, which 
enabled them to demand annually, or 
quarterly, the share of interest due to each 
of them ; and any single parcel of inte- 
rest, so received, is what is, in the queer 
language of the funding trade, called a 
« dividend.'* No matter, therefore, what 
the thing is called ; no matter how many 
nick names they choose to give to the 
several branches of the Debt. We daily 
see, in the news- papers, what is called the 
« PRICE OF STOCKS/’ as in the follow- 
ing statement, which is in all the news- 
papers of this day : 

Bank Stock 2i7 .5 4 
3 per Cent. Red. 68^ 1 J i 

3 per Cent. Con. (>7| 8 7§ 

4 per Cent, 8.5 4g- 3^ 4g- 

t per Cent. Navy 99| J | 

T/>nf? Annuities 18| 

Omnium 2^ dis. j 

Excheq. Bills I die. .5 prera. j 

Bank Stock for open. 2,57^ 

Consols for 68^ 4 I 

These are names, which the dealers, or 
jobbers, in Stocks give to the several 
classes of them. But, as 1 said before, 
let us avoid confusing our heads with this 
worse than Babylonish collection of 
names, or sounds, and keep fully and 
clearly and constantly in our sight, these 
plain facts ; First, that the Funds, the 
Stocks, and the National Debt, all mean one 
and the same thing; Secondly, that this 
Debt is made up of the Principal money 
lent to the Government at different times 
since the beginning of the thing in i6Q2 ; 
Thirdly, that the Interest upon this prin- 
cipal money is paid out of the taxes ; 
and. Fourthly, that those persons who 
are entitled to receive this interest, are 
what we caW fund-holders or stock-holders, 
or, according to the more common notion 
and saying, have " money in the funds** 

Being here in the elementary*, the mere 
horn-bookj part of our subject, we cannot 
make the matter too clear to our compre- 


hension ; and, we ought, b}^ no means, to 
go a step further, ’till we have inquired 
into the sense of this saying about people’s 
“ Aawn;/ money in the Funds from which 
any one, who did not understand the 
thing, would naturally conclude, that iha 
person who made use of the saying, 
looked upon the Funds as a pUive, where a 
great quantity of gold and silver was 
kept locked up in safety. Nor, would 
such conclusion be very erroneous ; for, 
generally speaking, the notion of the peo- 
ple of this country is, that the Funds or 
the Stocks (they are made use of indiscri- 
minately), is a PLACE, where money^is 
kept. A place, indeed, of a sort of mys- 
terious existence ; a sort of Hnancial Ark ; 
a place not, perhaps, to be touched, or 
even seen; but, still the notion is, that of 
a place, and a place, too, of more than 
mortal%ecurity. 

Alas 1 the no place at all ! 

and, indeed, how should they, seeing that 
they are in fact, one and the same thing 
with fhe National Debt ^ But, to remove, 
from the mind of every creature, all doubt 
upon (his point ; to dissipate the mists, 
in which we have so long been wandering 
about, to the infinite amusement of those 
who invented these terms, let us take 
a plain common-sense view of one of 
these loaning transaiitions. Let us sup- 
pose, then, that the Government w^ants a 
loan, that is, wants to borrow ?noney, to (he 
amouiTt of a million of pounds. It gives 
out its* wishes to this effect, and, after the 
usual^ceremoiiy upon such occasions, the 
loan js made, that is, the money is lent, by 
Messrs, Muckworm and Company. We 
shall see, by-and-by,*when we come to 
talk more fully upon the subject of loans, 
what sort of a way it is, in which Muck- 
worm pays in the money so lent, and in 
what sort of money it is that he pays. But, 
fur the sake of simplicity in our illustra- 
tion, we will suppose him to pay ig real 
good money, and to pay the whole 
million himself at once. Well : what 
does Muckworm get in return? Why, 
his name js written in a book ; against his name 
is written tftai he is entitled to receive interest 
fur ,a^ million qf money; which book is 
kept at the Bank Company’s house, or 
shop, in Threadneedle Str,eet, London. 
And, thus it is that Muckworm " pw/s a 
’ million of money into the Funds.** ** Well,” 

. you will say, " but what^becomes of the mo- 
ney P* Why, the Government exp^ it, to 
KB . 


i 
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be sure : what should become of it ? Very 
few people borrow money for the pur- 
pose of locking it up in their drawers or 
chests. « What ? then, the money all 
vaniihes ; and nothing remains in lieu qf it 
hut the knder^s name ivritien in a hook 
Even so : and this, my good iieiglibours, 
is the way that “ is put into the 

Funds:* 

‘ But, the most interesting part of the 
transaction remains to be described. 
Muckworm, who is as wise as he is rich, 
takes special care not to be a fund- 
hiTlder himself ; and, as is always the 
case, he loses no time in selling his stock, 
that is to say, his right to receize the interest 
of the fnillion qf pounds. These funds, or 
stock, as we have seen, have no bodily 
existence, either in the shape of mqi\ey or 
of bonds or of certificates or of any thing 
else that can be seen or touched. They 
have a being merely in name. They 
mean, in fact, a right to receive interest; 
and, a man, who is said to possess, or to 
have, a thousand pounds* worth qf stoef, pos- 
sesses, in reality, nothing hot the right of 
receiving the interest qf a thousand pounds. 
When, therefore. Muckworm sells his mil- 
lion's worth of stock, he sells the right of 
receiving the interest upon the million of 
pounds which he lent to the government. 
Bui, the way in which sales of this sort are 
effected is by parcelling the stock out to 
little purchasers, every one of whqm, 
buys as much as he likes; he has his name 
written in the book for so much, instead of 
the name of Muckworm and Company ; 
and, when Muckworm has sold the whole, 
his name is crossed out, and the names of 
the persons, to whom he has sold, remain 
in the book. 

« 

And, here il is that the thing comes 
home to our very bosoms ; for, our neigh- 
bour, farmer Greenhorn, who has all his 
life Ipng been working like a horse, in 
order to secure his children from the 
perils of poverty, having first bequeathed 
his farm his son, sells the rest of his 
pro^rty (amounting to a couple of thou- 
sands of pounds), and, with the real good 
money, the fruit of his incessant t<9il and 
care, purchases two thousand pounds 
worth of Meckvvorm's Funds, or Stocks, 
and leaves the said purchase to his daugh- 
ter. And, why dc»cs he do so? The 
reason is, that, as he believes, his daughter 
will always receive the interest of the tWo 


thousand pounds, without any of the risk, 
or trouble, belonging to the rents of house 
or land, '[’hus neighbour Greenhorn is 
said to have « put two thousand pounds in 
the funds \'* and thus his daughter (poor 
girl!) U said to ** have her money in the 
funds;** when the plain fact is, that Muck- 
worm’s money has been spent by the govern- 
ment, that Muckworm has now the two thou- 
sand pounds of poor Grizzle Greenhorn, 
and that she, in return for it, has her name 
written in a Book, at the Bank Company’s 
house in Threadiieedle street, London, in 
consequence of which she is entitled to 
receive the interest of the two thousand 
pounds; which brings us back to the 
point whence we started, and explains the 
whole art and mysteiy of making loans 
and funds and stocks and national debts. 

It will be very useful to show the effect 
of this " putting money in the funds,” 
with respect to the party, w’ho is said to 
put it in. I do not know of any duty more 
pressing upon me, than that of showing, in 
this plain and practical way, what have 
been, what are, and what must be, the 
consequences to those, who thus dispose 
of their properly ; especially if they have 
no property of any other sort. But, this 
will be found to belong to another part of 
our subject ; and, as we have now seen 
what the Funds and the Stocks really are ; 
as we have blown away the mist in which 
we had so long been wandering; as the 
hnancial Ark is now no more in our sight 
than any veritable box made of deal 
boards and nails; as we are now satisfied, 
that there is nothing mystical in the words 
Funds and Stocks, and that, so far from 
meaning a place witcre a great quantity qf' 
money 2 > kept, they are not the name of any 
place at al l, nor of any thing which has a 
corporeal existence, and are the mere de- 
nominations, or names, of the several 
classes, or parcels, of Debt, which the go- 
vernment owes to individuals : in short, 
as we have now, let us hope, arrived at a 
complele knowledge of the nature and 
origin of the Funds and the Stocks and the 
National Debt, which, as w^as before said, 
are, in fact, all one and the same thing, it 
is time that we proceed to enquire into 
their progress, and to see how that pro- 
gress is connected with the increase of the 
Bank Notes and with the stoppage of the 
payment 6f those notes in gold and silver. 
To do justice, however, to this copious and 
interestHigtheme, especially when coupM 

I 
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with what it will be necessary to say as to 
the schemes for arresting the progress of 
the Debt, will demand a separate Letter. 

In the mean while, 

1 am, with perfect sincerity. 

Your Friend, 
Wm. Cobbett. 

State Prison, Newgate, 

Thursday, 6 Stpt, 1810. 

P. S. There is, this day, a long Letter 
in the Morning Chronicle, upon the 
subject of the Bullion Committee's Re- 
port. It is manifestly the declaration of 
the OUT party ; and ii hints at |jrojects, 
which, when they come to be more fully 
explained, will make the fund-holders 
shake in their shoes. We shall have, be- 
fore parliament meets, other projects from 
the JNS, which, of course, will be as 
nearly opposite as possible to those of the 
OUTb. Between them they will, we 
shall .see, make a pretty hand of it. It is 
my intention not to suffer these publica- 
tions to break in upon our discussion ; 
but, when that is closed, to answer what- 
ever may seem to demand an aaswer, in 
them, or in any other (upon the same sub- 
ject) that may, in the meanwhile, have 
made their appearance. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Sweden. We have, for some time 

past, been inlbrmcd' of the sitting of the 
Diet in Sweden, for the purpose of choos- 
ing a Crown Prince, or Heir Apparent to 
the Throne of that kingdom, a choice of 
the more importance both to Sweden and 
to Europe, as the present king cannot, 
from his age, be expected to live many 
years.—— That choice is now made ; and 
the person chosen is General Berna- 
DOTTE, so famed in the wars and cou^ 
quests of Napoleon, by whom he w'as, 
sometime ago, created Prince of Ponte 
CoRvo, a spot where he had gained a 

great and incnTorable victory. It will 

be seen, from the authentic article, in- 
serted below, that the election was by a 
voice unanimous; and, that the present 
king himself, in a set speech, evidently 
prepared for the occasion, strongly re- 
coiiuneiided that choice to the Diet, upon 
the double ground of the distinguished 
merits of the man and of his ^ower to 
rotect the kingdom and make the people 
appy, — One would have thought, that 
an event of such importance in tweiy 
point of view ; an event of such ujicom- 
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mon interest and such mighty conse- 
quence; an event, which mmi ir^allibly 
have great and visible cifect in deciding 
the fate of several countries : one w ould 
have thought, that such an event, in which 
England is beyond all comparison more 
interested than she is, or ever can be, in 
the fate of Hindostaii, and of all her 
colonies put together; one would have 
thought, that such an event, and coming 
upon us unexpected loo, would have 
brought back to something like common 
sense ; W'ould, for a few' days at leasts 
have stunned into sober thought, even the 

mad heads of our ministerial writers. 

Not so, however, but far the contrary; 
those heads appearing to have been, by 
this event, rendered more mad than ever. 

Ii JiS truly painful to me to quote the 

words of the Morning Post and the Cou- 
rier of the 3d in.stant ; because 1 am 
aware, that by so doing 1 shall cause 
those words to be read in foreign countries, 
when it must be the wish of every man, 
who lia^any even the slightest regard for 
the character of England, to keep these 
publications from the eyes of the world. 
But, on the other hand, it is absolutely 
necessary to ex pose such publications to our 
own countrymen, who, on this as well as 
upon every other occasion, are, by these 
writers, attempted to»be misled, deceived, 
and abused. To answ'er this purpose, to 
accomplish this wicked object, nothing is 
left uqtried : misrepresetuation and di- 
rect lalshood, in all the shapes that they 
can ai^ume, and, w'heii neither nor both 
appear suflicient, then recourse is had, by 
way of addition, to all possible endeavours 
at totally blinding the reason by exciting 
the most violent of passions, and, in these 
endeavours no difgree of scurrility is 
spared. Is niy description over-charg- 

ed ? Does it go beyond the truth ? Let 
the reader judge ; and let the world pro- 
nounce upon the character of the English 
ministerial prints, w’hen they have pa- 
tiently read (if patience be not impossible 
ill such a case) the following atticle from 

the Morning Post. “ General Berna- 

** dotte has been elected Crown Prince ol 
" Sweden. This has obviously been the 
" cHi ct of the deepest and most infamous 
** intrigue. The Arch lyrmt was in the 
** first instance disposed to support the 
pretensions of the King of Denmark ; 
** but having ascertained that there was 
“ an undersiutidiiig upon the subject be- 
« tween his DiMiisli Majesty and the Em- 
" peror of Russia, he suddenly withdrew 



299] POLITICAL RECISTER—^Weii. [300 


his patronage^ changed his system, and, 
'' instead of the King of Denmark, pul 
" forward his General, Bvirnadottc, as the 
''most proper person to succeed to the 
" throne of Sweden. Tliis infamous said- 
" lite of the common tyrant of the Conti- 
nent, has in roiiscqueiice of tire baleful 
•* hjfluencc thus exercised, earned his elec- 
"lion; but can it be possible that the 
" once noble and proudly independent 
Swedes will permit so hat^e and unprin- 
" cipicd an upstart to a5cctid the throne 
'“■iOriTierly occupied by the great and il- j 
" bistrious (Justavus Vasa, and the other 
lieroes who have so gloriously and legi- 
timalely filled the throne of Sw'edcn r 
" If so, then, indeed, will the Swedish na- 
“ tion prove itself unworthy of any senti- 
" inent of compassion or respect, '^nd be 
"justly consigned to the contempt and 
" execration of mankind. But, notwith- 
" standing the temporary success of this 
" artful expedient of the Corsican to pro- 
" mote his own ambitions and irfantous 
" views, it is scarce to be imagiifed that 
" the noble and intrepid Swedes, who 
" look with reverence to the valiant and 
" patriotic deeds of their ancestors, can 
" submit to such a degradation as to yield 
" obedience to a miscreant who has raised 
" himself from obscurity by his devotion 
« only to thr most infamous j^iid detestable 
" tyrant that ever cursed the earth. Our 
high opinion of the hardy and ^pi- 
" rited character of the Swedes, induces 
" us most fondly to hope that a more 
" worthy line of conduct will, fn the 
" present crisis of their fate, be pursued 
" by them. Though some of the Nobles 
" have been cajoled by arts, or seduced by 
" bribery, the people,^ we trust, will not 
submit to the horrible and insufferable 
degriidation of having their legitimate 
race of Sovereigns entirely set aside, 
" and replaced by the most base upstart 
*• dynnity that ever disgraced the meanest 
f* and most abject nations of the universe. 

Besides, is so evidently the interest of 
" Russia to prevent Sweden from falling 
into such a state of degradation, that 
" abject as the Emperpr AtEXANDEji seems 
" to have become, it is hardly possible for 
" him not (o rogze from Jiis disgraceful 
" torpor, now that bis enemy, who has dc- 
" ceived him so long, is approaching bj^ 
" very threshold. If he be not wholly 
" besotted by the artifices of the subtie ty- 
•' rant, or terrified by his menaces, he will 
Bt once shake oS' the degrading yoke, 
" and bJd defivice to the perMiaus Corsi^ I 


" can. The fate of Spain and Holland is 
*' nov\' before the Russians and the Swedes, 
" and presents an awful and lamentable 
" warning to both. The infatuated Alex- 
ANDEK may learn from the treatment 
" which the Royal Family of Spain suffer* 
" ed, after all the sacrifices wdiich had 
" been made to BcoNAeARTE, what trea- 
" chery he has to expect from so vite and 
** peijidious a tyrant; while this new proof 
" of the unprincipled ambition of the Cor- 
" sican may be hoped to operate alike for- 
" cibly on Sw'eden and Russia, and con- 
" Vince them that THEIR ONLY SECU* 
“ RITY IS IN A SINCERE AND CLOSE 
"ALLIANCE WITH GREAT BRI- 
" TAIN, UNDER WHOSE PROTECT- 
" JNG WINGS THEY ARE SURE TO 
"EXPERIENCE A PROMFr AND 

" EFFECTUAL SHELTER." NW, 

reader, first look at the language of this 
article ; look at the terms and the epithets, 
which 1 have distinguished by italic cha- 
racters, and say, if, as an Englishman, you do 
not feel shame, tliai such language as this, 
such abuse as this, such srdf-degrading 
abuse, should appear in an English print. 
This print is, too, called " the Morning 
" Post and Fashionable World:** a pretty 
specimen, truly, of the taste of those who 
are called people of fashionm England !- — ■ 
Is there any man of sense, w'ho does not 
perceive, that every article of this ; every 
such publication that appears in this coun- 
try, must do the country harm, if it has 
any effect at all ? The way to have writ- 
ten, upon such an occasion, having the au- 
thor's sentiments (if, indeed, a madman 
can be said to have any sentiments) ; the 
way to have proceeded, in such a case, 
was, to show, by fair statement and reason, 
that it was a ^reat degradation for the 
Swedes to submit to Bernadotte, and that 
his becoming their king would be injurious 
to them. To have shown this, to have 
proved this, might have done good ; but, to 
heap upon Bernadotte and his master loads 
of sheer abuse, could not possibly do any 
good, and might do harm. Put all these furi- 
ous phrases tergether : the infiimous in- 
triguer, the Arch tyrant, the infamous satel- 
lite, the base upstart, the subtle, unprinci- 
pled, vile, perfidious, base, detestable, infa- 
mous miscreant ; put them all together, and 
what do, they weigh with any man, who 
reads for the sake of obtaining Informa- 
tion ; for the sake of acquiring the means 
of ft^rming a right judgment upon poli- 
t/caJ occurences f With such a man they 
weigh not as a feather ^ iigr is it possible 
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for them to answer any other purpose^ against them; and, what is more, the 
than that of feeding the passions^ of grati- poor people are to be execrated to all eternity, 
fying the vindictive appetite, of those who unless they refuse to submit to the choice of 
live but to hate and to injure, and who the Diet; that is to say, unless they epen/y 
would fain kill with curses those whom resist the government, or commit what is 
their stilettos cannot reach ; no other pur* sometimes called high treason,** and for 
pose than this, and the one other purpose the commission of which men are hanged 
of flattering, by imitation, the taste of the by the neck, till they are dead. Surely 
rabble in high life as well as in low, and, these writers are the most impudent of all 
if possible, of keeping that rabble a rabble mankind ! or, rather, they are mad. They 
still; diverting their minds* from the must be mad to suppose, that the Swedes 
objects, on which they ought to be fixed, would not laugh them to scorn,, if they 

namely, the causes and the consequences of could read their threats of execration. 

this great event ; of filling their mouths This event in Sweden has caused but litrfe 
with imprecations upon Napoleon, instead to be said by way of commentary in any 
of pointing out for their timely reflection, of our public prints ; and, the reason is, 
what new dangers may, from this event, that the case was too palpable to admit of 

arise to their country. ^This, however, being disguised or disfigured. In most 

is what 1 shall endeavour to do, after I other cases : in every other case, per- 
have made some remarks on iVhat this haps,*there has been some room for dis- 
shamefully abusive writer says about the guising ; some room for efforts to make 
conduct of the Sw^edes, upon this occa- the people of England believe, that the 
sion. The Swedes arc flattered with people of the country in question hated the 
lofty descriptions of the noble conduct of French and Buonaparte and the Revolii* 
their fore-fathers, and great hope is ex- tionaiy Principle. Somehow or other 
pressed that they will not now submit to this hatred was, in every case, neutralized 
what is called the horrible and iasuflera- in practice, and so effectually as for us 
ble degradation of having the race of to be able to discover scarcely any 
their sovereigns changed ; but, if they symptoms of it amongst any part of the 
should so submit, they are plainly told, people. Still, however, we were to be- 
that they will be unworthy of respect lieve, and, being very complaisant, we 
or compassion, and will be justly con- did believe, that the ^people in Italy, Na- 
signed to the execration of mankino. Ve- pies. Piedmont, Switzerland, Venice, Aus- 
rily, there is nothing original in this, for tria, Poland, Prussia, Hanover^ Hamburgh, 
it has been said of*evcry nation that the Debmark, Spain, Portugal, and Holland, 
French have subdued, from the year 1793 alb alhto a man, hated, detested, abhorred, 
to the present, day. It is quite useless, how- and abominated Frenchmen, French prin- 
ever, to abuse the Swedes ; and I dare say, ciplef, and, above all, the French Em- 
that, if the Swedes were to hear this pei'or ; and, if we dared (which very few 
abuse, they would not find it very diffi- of us ever did) to que^ioii the truth of the 
cult to discover that it arose from causes, fact, to ask for proof of it, and humbly to 
very different indeed from that of a regard observe, that we no signs of any such 
for either their honour or their happiness, spiritof abhorrence, we were sharply told. 
Indeed this pretended anxiety for the wei- to look at the military force, by the means 
fare of the Swedes has in it something of which Buonaparte smothered the spirit 
full as shameful perhaps even as tlie abuse of discontent. We sometimes ventured 

which has been just noticed. This to ask bow it happened, that our wftters 

writer acknowledges, that ** some of the were able to perceive the said spirit, it' it 
Nobles have been cajoled by arts, or se- was so completely smothered but, as to 
duced by bribery*' upon this occasion, press these gentlemen in an argument was 
Well, then, this has not been, it Seems, a pretty sure to bring upon us the charge of 
Jacobinical revolution. Here are a king jacobinism and of enmity to ^ social order 
and |iis nobles making over the govern- “ and our holy religion," as <3 oveiinor 
ment to a subtle, unprincipled, vile, Aiiis’s friends and defenders used to call 
" perfidious, base, detestable, infamous, it, there was, of course, no venturing far 
** upstart miscreant." Had this thing - in this way 5 and, so the assertion tri^ 
been done by the people, we should have umphed ; men were told that they were 
beard them execrated at a rate not to be to believe, and they did believe, that all 
calculated ; but, it having been done by a \ live people ’\n^ a\V iVie counU\ea, aobdued^ 
and his nok/cij wc hear nd execrations I or taken powtsiVMk 
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abon)iaat^ the Ffencb in degree and 
maimer aforeBadd; and that the natural 
edects of such abomination were prevented 
solely by the immense milUar^ farce, which 
Kapoleon kept in those countries respec- 
tively ; which was a standing answer to 
every doubt that was founded upon the 
circumstance of no commotions ever tak- 
ing place, no signs of discontent appear- 
ing in those countries. But, the affair in 
Sweden is singularly unfortunate in this 
respect ; for, not only is there not a Fmick 
soldier in Sweden, but, it is 7iot in the poiver 
of 'Napoleon to send a French soldier thitha\ 
without the good-will and consent of the 
Swedes themselves, any more than it is in 
his power to send a military force to Eng- 
land ; and, indeed, the latter is more easy 
than the former. Thi; eli ction of the 
Prince of Ponte Corvo, therefore, lis suc- 
cessor to the throne of Sweden, completely 
sets at defiance the only reason that used 
to be assigned for nations quietly sub- 
mitting to the French. Here is, in this 
case, no power to over- awe or itiflucn(.‘e : 
hero is, indeed, to say (he truth, nosubmis^ 
sion: it is, if the intelligence given us be 
correct, the choice, the free choice, of the 
Swedish nation to have Bern.idntte for 

their king. What, then, can have 

been the cause, t.nd wliat will be the con- 
scipiences, of this choice r As to the former, 
those who are acquainted willi the history 
of Sweden and wlio have observed (he 
way in whicii the people of that country 
were deprived of tfieir ancient rigllts and 
liberties, will not be it all surprised at 
what has now taken place. But, wTthout 
going back, at present, to seek for remote 
causes, we must, k think, be pretty well 
convinced, that the immediate cause is, a 
desire of change in the^ people, under the 
persuasion, that any change must be for the 
better, or, at least, could not be for the 
worse. It is true, that the king and the 
nobles, and not the jacobins^ as they 
are Calk'd, (that is to say, all those who do 
not livr upmi the taxes) appear to have 
been the actors in making over the go- 
vernment to Bernadotte ; but, it is iropos- 
sibk* to believe, that the people were 
greatly averse from it ; nay, it is yitpos- 
sibJe to believe, that the people did not 
wish for it, or, at least, for some change 
tlnrt should deliver them from their pre- 
sent set of rulers. If this should be de- 
nied, then are those who deny it in a 
w'orse situation than before ; for, if •the 
people, the greai body of the people of 
tiwedeiii were averse from** the change. 


then have tbe king and the nobles treated 
them like' slavea ; then have the king and 
the nobles sold them like a drove of cattle p 
i/ten did this people live under a despot- 
ism, of which it must, even by the tax** 
eaters themselveB, be ackoowled'ijed that 
no earthly change could be for the worse. 
—The truth is, however, as w'e shall, I 
believe, find, by-and-by, that the change 
has arisen, as in most other cases of the 
kind, from a mutual and cordial hatred 
existing between the people and their 
rulers. Long, very long, have the people 
of Sweden been complaining of abuses 
and calling for reform, and they have 
complained and called in vain. But, 
things appear to have, at last, reached that 
state which would no longer admit of re- 
fusal on the part of the ruleis without ex- 
posing them to be overthrown by the 
people ; and, rather than yield to the de- 
mands of the people, they have delivered vp 
the Crown and the Country to the Emperor ^ 
France, This is not the first instance of 
the sort by many: the scene has been 
exhibited in almost every part of Europe : 
it is not the first, but I pray to God Al- 
mighty that it may be the last! ^This, 

for tlie present, may suflice as to the 
cause of the change in Sweden ; and now 
for a few words as to its consequences, none 
of wVnch, according to ihc wise writers 
above quoted, appear to have even the 
most distant bearing upon us. These 
wise men cun see danger to Russia, 
danger to Denmark, clanger to Prussia ; 
they are alarmed for Finland and Bothivia 
and Courland and Holstein and Schles- 
wick and Poland and M or way ; their 
wild brains seem to run backward and 
forward over all the rest of tiie world to 
seek for subjects of alarm ; but never do 
they discover any alarm for England. 
They are mad, but their madness will 
reduce mischief; for, it will, as far as it 
as eflcct, turn the eyes of the people 
from the only thing, belonging to this af- 
fair of Sweden, that calls for the atten- 
tion of the people of England. ** Ber- 

nadotte,'' says the Courier of the 3d 
instant, once on Swedish ground, we 
shall soon hear of some firetence for 
removing the old King. If death do 
•* not release him, he will be advised to 
** abdicate. The cares of Royalty will 
be too much for him ; and retirement 
and quiet will be earnestly and affection^ 
ately recommended. Let the King qf 
** Denmark and the Emperor Alexander look 
ruj/w to d^.^lves. I^bleswick and Hd- 
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'' stein will soon change masters, and 
“ Finland, won by Russian blood, Vill be 
" restored by French menaces or iii- 
" trigiies. And the cession of part of 
** Austrian Poland to France, and the 
»' wresting Warsaw' from the King of 
Saxony, will produce another kingdom, 
which will be given probably to some 
other French General, who will hang 
upon the Russian frontier, and keep the 
•* Russian Emperor in constant awe, appre- 

*• he:tision, and dependence” What a 

kind, what an anxious, solicitude tor the 
safety and honour of Russia and Den- 
mark ! Measures of precaution are here 
as eamestlif and affectionately recom- 
** inemled^' to them as it is said that Na- 
poleon will recommend retirement to the 
king of Sweden ! Oh ! what a strange 

mixture of madness and hypocrisy ! 

Why not warn the king of England to 
** look to himself?” Is it not evident, that 
England is very deeply interested in this 
event ? Nay, must we not begin from the 
moment we are assured that the event has 
taken place to the extent mentioned ; must 
we not from that moment begin to take 
measures in consequence ? We are, though 
the madmen above quoted seem to forget 
it, or, rather, never to have known it, at 
peace and in amity with Sweden ; we have 
a trea^ with her to that effect ; no small 
part 01 our .foreign trade is now carried 
on through that channel; and, in short, 
it is to Sweden that v?e owe, in a great 
measure, the power we yet possess of en- 
, tering the Baltic Sea. Such being the 
case, one might have expected to hear a 
W'ord or two upon the subject of the con- 
sequences to England which this event was 
likely to produce; but, of these conse- 
quences not one word have we heard, — — 
Napoleon, in his address to the Dutch 
Deputies, quoted in my last Number, at 
page 272, said, that, from " that moment, 
" all the changes that took place in Europe 
“ should have for their first motive the de- 
'' struction of the tyrannical sj^stein of the 
English Government that is to say, 
the destruction of our maritime power, as 
now exercised ; the destruction of our 
maritime supremacy. And, does not this 
event in Sweden prove, that that was no 
empty and unmeaning threat ? Time was 
when the statesmen of England were 
alarmed at the possession of Uutdeirk by 
France. What would they have said, if 
they had been told, that France would 
have possession of Sw’eden and Denmaric, 
in addition to the whole of Flancfeas and 
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Holland? Would they, like the madmen, 
of our ministerial prints, have contented 
themselves with calling upon Russia and 

Denmark to look to themselves ?- Every 

arrangement, every measure, of Napoleon 
now points, tnutth more directly than ever, 
to the subjugation of this coiuitry, which 
is, indeed, an object that no man in his 
senses can suppose that he ever, for a mo<> 
ment, loses sight of; and, in the prosecut- 
ing of this great object how is it possible 
for him to have gained a more important 
acquisition of means, than he has now, 
gainrfd in Sweden } What is the precise 
strengtli of the Swedish navy I Jfj not 
know. It is, perhaps, all together, little 
short’ of thirty ship.s of the line, or force 
equal to thirty such ships. But that is of 
liulo coo^iarative importance : there are, 
upon the spot, all the resources; ail the 
means of making ships, of forming seamen, 
and of sciuiing forth a mighty navy. To 
hear the madmen above-quoted ; to hear 
their wretched balderdash commentaries 
upon the event in Sweden, who would 
imagine, that it was from Sweden and fronl 
the territories that will now, even accord- 
ing to these mailmen, inevitably belong to 
her; wlio would imagine, that it was 
thence that wc draw, and must still draw, 
if from any place, the hail^ at least, of our 
means of constructing and fitting out our 
navy? Talk of the ** infatuated” Alex- 
ander^ indeed ! He may, for aught 1 know, 
and for ayght 1, or any other friend to the 
freedom and iiappiness of the world, care, 
be iiifati^ited ; but, what is bis infatuation, 
compared with that of those Englishmen, 
who can see no danger to^their own coun- 
try in an event which has placed Sweden 
in the hands of Napoleon ? They must, 
as the author of my \noito emphatically 
expresses it, truth, and resolve to be 
cheated. 

“ Hoar the just Tjiw, the Judgment of the Skie« : 

“ tfe that liates Truth, shall be the Dupe of Lie*: 

** And he that will be cheated to the last, 

“ Delusion strong as Hell shall bind him fast.” 

•Cowvia. 

I shall, for tlie present, dismiss this subject, 
with an observation or two upon the hint 
thrown Duf at the clo^e of the passage above 
quoted from the Morning Indeed 

it is more than a hint : it is a very distinct 
recommendation to Russia and Denmark 
to form a close alliance with England for the 
purpose of resisting their new neighbour. 
Mad again. ' What! is not the work 
going on fast enofigh without more coali- 
tions ? Is this madman afraid, that Napo- 
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leoii will not soon eno/ugh find out grounds 
tor a quarrel with these two governments ? 
Or, is he afraid, that, unless we have new 
subsidies to pay, we shall be ovcr-loaded 

with gold <ind silver ? Header, look, now, 

well at this event. Do not deceive your- 
self, and let not these mad writers mislead 
you. Consider what a change this event 
makes in the affairs of Europe, and of l^ng- 
land in particular; and, then your mind 
will be duly prepared for the final strug- 
gle, which must come, unless something 
^should happen very little short of a 
miracle. 

Carraccas. ^The Revolution, which 

has taken place in these colonies of Spain, 
has, for some time past, been a very inter- 
esting object; but, previous to ^ making 
any observations upon it, it was desirable 
to wait, in order to see the real character 
of it. Now, however, when the Junta, or 
Regency, or whatever else they may call 
the rulers of Old Spain, assembled at Ca- 
diz, have declared the Carraccas'in a state 
qf vigorous blockade, it is time to make an 
observation or two upon the subject, were 
it only for the purpose of pointing it out 

to the attention of iny readers. What 

has taken place in the Carraccas is, to all 
intents and purposes, a revolution; a total 
change of nilers, *'itid net only of rulers, 

but of form of government, 1 have not 

time now, nor would this be the proper 
occasion if ] had, to give a full account of 
the measures adopted by the people in 
those colonies ; but, we may observe, that 
they declared themselves' independent qf the 
rulers of Old Spain, upon the ground that 
they could receive no protection from 
those rulers ; whereupon these latter have 
declared their countries in a state qf block- 
ade!—— ^ a are placed in a singular si- 
tuation by this measure ; for, as the reader 
will remember, we have bad here, Bepu- 
tits from the Carraccas, who are said to 
have been well received by our govern- 
ment, and who were sent away with every 
ma' k ctf approbation, and even witli pro- 
mises of friendship, if not of support. But, 
the dilemma, in which our government 
appears to be, will be best explained by 

one of their friends before quoted: 

The recent revolution in the Carraccas 
•t has called forth energetic measures from 
the Regency, which, in the present slate 
« of Old Spain, may be qf doubtful policy, 
** The Regency have issued a Royal’Order, 
proclaiming the Carraccas in a state of 
'* rigorous blockade, and declaring ail 


merchant vessels that shall attempt to 
" entevi or sail from the ports of that Set- 
" tJement, iiaole to seizure and confisca- 
“ tion. This is a bold resolution, and big 
" with very important results. The Set- 
** tiement must now either submit and re- 
** turn to ancient allegiance, or raise the 
" standard of independence, and set the 
" present Government of Spain at defi- 
ance. We do not imagine that either 
** the Regency or the author of the Revo- 
'' lution in the Carraccas, are disposed to 
** push matters to extremities. On the 
contrary, we believe that the Deputies 
** from that Colony, who were lately in 
" this country, have solicited the media- 
'' tion of the British Government, and that 
'' such concessions will be made to the 
** Colonies as will prevent any serious rup- 
** ture ‘between them and the mother coun- 
'' try. One of the points which the Mar- 
" quis Wellesley, while in Spain, pressed 
upon the attention of the Supreme Junta 
'' was, that the same act of the Junta, 
** by which the Regency shall be ap- 
pointed, and the Cortes called, shall con- 
" tain the principal articles of redress of 
" grievances, correction of abuses, and relief 
qf exactions in Spain and the Indies, and 
'' also the heads of such concessions to the 
Colonies, as shall fully secure to them a 
" due share in the Representative Body, of the 
Spanish Empire.^' With such conces- 
** sions as were then suggested by the Noble 
Marquis, we hafe reason to hope, the 
** friends of independence, in the Colonies, 
** will be satisfied ; nor will the Regency, 
it they duly appreciate the present silua- 
“ tion of their country, feel no reluctance 
to grant. The seasonable interposition 
** of England, in harmonizing these jarring 
" interests, while it affords a new proof of 
our honour and ^ood faith, will also ope- 
rate as a new tie to strengthen the at- 
tachment and the confidence which al- 
" ready so happily subsists between the 
two countries.”— So, so ! Here, we 
are told, is the Marquis Wellesley, recom- 
mending, pressing, upon the attention of 
the Junta, the necessity of a ^‘redress qf 
** grievances, and a correction qf abuses, in 
" Spain and the Indies !” Aye, and what 
is more than even that ; he is pressing 
upon them the necessity of gWing, even 
to the people in the Colonies (and of course 
to the ^people at home) '' a due share in the 
REPRESENTATIVE BODY” Ob, 
happy Spain and the Indies ! Well, and 
wiSts the Marquis's recommendation ; was 
the M.a^uis's pressing recommendation, at- 
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tended to ? This is what <iur mad friend 
does not tell us ; but, it is, for the present, 
at least, quite sufficient for us to know, 
that the Marquis Wellesley did actuall)r 
press the government of Spain to give even 
the people in t?h€ colonies i\ fair rtpresenta- 
tion in the Cortes, or Parliament, of Spain ; 
and that he also pressed them to edect a 
redress of f'rievances and a correction of 
abuses ' — Whether the madman says this 
from any authority^ or whether it proceed 
wholly from himself, it is impossible for 
us to know ; but, it has actually appeared 
in a print devoted to the government, and, 
as such it is worthy of putiuig upon re- 
cord. With respect to the proposed 

accommodation between the government 
of Old Spain and the people of the Car- 
raccas, I look upon it as being very un- 
likely to take place. 'I'hc Regency is 
shut out of the main land of Spain ; and 
no one can tell the day, when they will be 
obliged to quit the Isle of Leon. It is, in- 
deed, possible that they may not be obliged 
to quit it, and that they may recover the 
government of the kingdom I but, the 
people of the Carraccas will judge for 
themselves. Indeed 1 imagine, that all the 
colonies of Spain will become independent. 
The spirit of revolution is not laid yet : so 
far from it, that it appears to be but be- 
ginning to take a grand range. The 
darkness of prejudice and the light of rea- 
son arc like the darkness and light of the na- 
tural world : they may succeed one another 
by turns ; but, for them to exist together is 
impossible; and, when one casts one's eye 
over the colonies of Spain, and, indeed, 
overthe whole ofSouth America, observing 
especially its neighbourhood with North 
America and considering what a race it is 
who there reside ; when one takes this 
view of the matter, and reflects in addition, 
that the interest of Napoleon points out, 
imperiously calls for, the independence of 
all those countries, and the unchaining of 
all the commerce of the wmrld ; when one 
takes this view of the matter, this little 
squabble between the Carraccas and the 
Junta at Cadiz drops out of sight, as un- 
worthy of occupying the mind of any ra- 
tional man for a moment : and, as to the 
dreams, that we frequently hear, about oar 
securing possessions in South Ameriiea as 
counterpoise to Napoleon’s possessions in 
Europe, they are such as might be expect- 
‘cd from madmen, and are surely, not ca- 
pable of imposing upon any person in his 

• 
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Portugal. ■ In my last, at page 
2S(>, 1 brought down the detail of occur- 
rences in the Portuguese war to as late a 
date as I then was enabled, i shall now 
lesume it ; and, if it should he found to 
contain nothing that is interesting noiv, 
the reader may be w'cll assured, that a 
lime will come, when eve ry word of it 
will be of interest to every iinglishman, 
who cares a straw about the late of his 
country. — The Ministerial papers, pub- 
lished since last Saturday, state, that*there 
is e\iery reason to hope that the deliver-^ 

ance ot Portugal will be speedy ; that 

the desertions from the French army not 
only increase, but that the French soldiers 
now begin to come over in great num- 
bers -—that such w'as the situation of 
the FVemJi on the 18th of August, that it 
was impossible that they must not soon 
fall back for want of provisions ; — —that 
Homana’s army was in motion at that 
time, and it was hourly expected to re- 
ceive particulars of a battle fought be- 
tween liiin and the French ; that the 

people in Lisbon were in high spirits and 
full of confidence, and that tiieir paper 
money was scarcely at twenty eight per 

cent discount ; that the last accounts 

from our army in Portugal represented 
it as being in excellent spirits and was 
well prepared for any* event that might 

occur ; that my lord Talavera still 

adher^pd to a wise system which is cal- 
culated baffle all the designs of the 

enemy ; that, on the side of Spain, 

the French are fleeing from the Patriots 
in every direction, and that in a short 
space of time, it is confidently hoped, 
that that Liberty which liad taken its de- 
parture from the banks of the Rhine and 
the Danube will makb her abode upon the 
banks of the Tagus and the Guadalquiver; 

that my lord Talavera was still 

at Gelerico on the 13th of last month, 
and that the enemy had made no sign 

of an intention to attack him ; that 

the whole of our army were in good 
health and spirits, and fully prepared for 

i battle ; that lord Talavera had sent 

home to our Ministers, an intercepted 
letter frdhi Buonaparte to Massena, from 
the nature of which letter it was evident 
that it was an answer to one prsyiiig lor a 
reinforcement of at least 1 ^ 0,000 men ; 

— that in this letter of Napoleon, he 
tells Massena that it is impossible for him 
to send him such reiiitbrccment, and that 
if he is beaten* by the English, which 
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is not unlikely, he must get ofl'as well 
as he can — that it was in consecjuence 
oF this intercepted letter that reinforce- 
ments were lately sent from England 
and from Cadiz to join lord Talavera 

in Portugal. Such is our intelligence 

of the last week, given by all the Mi- 
nisterial prims, and especially by the 
Morning Post. ' Every thing does, in- 
deed, if these prints speak truth (and it is 
possible that they do) wear a promising ap- 
pearance ill Portugal ; and, indeed, if the 
desation IVom the enemy continues hut 
another month, it docs not seem possible, 
that he can keep the field ; for if we take 
from his side all the men who arc said 
to have deserted and put them to our 
side, we shall find, that, even now our 
army -must be the most mmcroiis,, .without 
any reinforcements from (Jadiz or Eng- 
land. With all humility be it spoken, but 
really, I should suppose it unu'isc, in such 
a state of things, to send siu‘h reinforce- 
ments ; because, as we haA o seen, our 
General has it under Napoleons oxvn 
handi that he has it not in Lis power to 
send Masseiia any reinforcements, and, 
of course, the desertion must, in a very 
short time, make our army the most nu- 
merous, to say not a word about the 
hunger and the sickness, the plague 
and the famine, <u the French camp. 
— Y el, amidstail these llattering circum- 
stances, the Morning Chronicle seems to 
be alarmed for the safety of our army ! 
And, indeed, he does not seem to look 
upon any part of our jirospcct as being 
fair. At leasb so 1 should suppose from 
the language of his paper of the 6ih in- 
stant, where he says : ** Js it only by 

the last dispatches that Ministers were 
made acquainted with this discovery of 
“ the actual design of Massena; or with 
" the certain knowledge that he had met 
with no impediment to his progress, have 
ihey sanctioned ihe misroprvsentatiuns 
that have gone forth ; and lulled the 
" nation in*o the dangerous coiilidcnce 
that ,cftir most valuable army was not 
** likely to be exposed to a battle in which 
** a victory could bring only renown to 
“ the VI arriors, without benefit^ to their 
country ? Mo man believes that if 
** Massensf can bring his whole army to bear 
''on our gallant HANDFUL UF MEN 
<• compared with his host, that he is likefy 
" to suffer a defeat so signal as to make it 
*' impossible for him to renew the combat. 
“ With his immense body of cava'ry this 
** supposiiioti would be insane— because 


" Lord Wellington could not follow up a 

victory by pursuing the enemy into the 
" plain. All therefore that can be ex- 
" pected from this impending conflict is — 
" that the survivors may be able to retire 

" to tlieir ships with cclat.^' What ! 

" our gallant HANDFUL of men 
HANDFUL ! Stop a little, Mr. Perry, if 
you please. " Take me along with you,*' 
as my Lord Peter says. There is a time 
for all things, and, of course, a time for 
jesting; but, we ate not to be jested out 
of our Portuguese army. You may, per- 
haps, think nothiim of an army of SIXTY 
THOUSAND FIGHTING MEN; but, 1 
do, and so do most others, I believe. You 
may call our sixty thousand men a hand- 
ful ; hut, upon leflectiuii, you will, 1 think, 
find, that they are a pretty good bellyful 
for us. 'This 1 know, at least, that they 
are quite enough to satisfy me, and espe- 
cially when 1 hear of the starvation and 
dreadful mortality amongst the French, 
and of the numerous, the endless, deser- 
tions from them. W^hy, by this time, we 
may naturally conclude, from the accounts 
we have had, that nearly half the French 
army have died from hunger or sickness, 
or have deserted. Our army must have 
been greatly augmented by these deser- 
tions, and yet Mr. Perry calls them " a 
“ hanctful of Handful as they are, 

there are sixty thousand of them paid by 
the people of this country, and, therefore, 
let us hope, that we shall hear no more 
about handfuls, 

" Governor Akis !" Keep your 

eyes upon this subject, people oF all Eng- 
land ! Watch well what passes. Honour 
the Governor with your unceasing atten- 
tion. Yon know him; you remember 
him ; and 1 do beseech you to keep your 
eye steadily fixed upon what now passes 

with regard to him. Mark well the 

paragraphs that you see. in the news- 
papers upon the subject of the escape 
of UoiiERPs and Harper (who have not 
been heard vf), and upon every thing 

relating to this matter. 1 have not now 

room fur the three publications that have 
been already made upon the subject; but, 
1 will, hereaFter, collect them all; and, iu 
the mean time, I say unto you watch! 

BARdN Kolli. The Morning Post of 

the 3rd instant says, " We again most 

positively assert, that there is no truth 
" m the report that Baron Kolli has re- 
" turned tb this coMU^ry.**~There is some- 
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thing very mysterious about this Baron 
Kolli. It is strange, that nobody knows 
any thing of the FAMILY ot this man, 
who has been slated to have been the 
bearer of a letter written bj/ the king of Eng- 
Imd. A person ought to be pretty well 
known, before he be so entrusted ; and 
though the Baron did not succeed, and 
appears to have made a most miserable 
hand of the business, he wns, as it ap()cars, 
entrusted with a good deal. But, in all 
other cases, it has come to light who the 
person really was; and why not in this 
case ? Why not let us know the name of 
this worthy gentleman, to whos£ at 
least, the cause of our ally, the most Ca- 
tholic King, is so much indebted r 

COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

1th Septanber, \S\0. 


CORN. 

Sir Though the fact so long stated 
by you and since confirmed by the Re- 
port of the Bullion Committee is, 1 think, 
now unquestionable, that the absence of 
specie is chiefly owing to the issues of 
Paper not convertible into coin ; yet, if 
the matter be fully examined, I think it 
will appear, that the want of due encou- 
ragement to our domestic agriculture, 
which compels us to pay ten or twelve 
millions every year to foreign farmers for 
bread, has a tendency increase the ex- 
port of Bullion, and to produce other evils 
of a nature still more serious.— I most 
heartily wi.sh I could draw your attention 
to this part of the subject. Can you point 
out to me, and to the country, the prin- 
ciple on which it is, that in every thing 
relating to agriculture, we pursue a course 
the reverse of that which wc adopt in re- 
spect to manufactures and commerce? 
In the latter case, we exclude almost en- 
tirely the foreigner from the supply of the 
home market, and we allow' free export to 
our surplus produce. On this principle 
we exclude the sugars from the Brazils ; 
W'e tax the timbe r from the Baltic and the 
States of America; and we increase the 
duties on foreign freight. The wisdom of 
these measures has been proved by the 
experience of many ages, and the skill of 
our manufacturers and merchants, in con- 
sequence of this encouragement, h^s be- 
come unrivalled. Yet, in respect to agri- 
culture, wc adopt an entirely opposite 
policy. All our encouragement is given 
to the farmers of France and Amer^a : on 
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theni we are content to lavish the capital 
which ought to be employed on our own 
lands, and for two or three months in every 
year, we rely on fheui to supply ns with 
food.— -Is it, that in this enlightened active 
country, overflowing with capital and in- 
dustry, we have not the means of piovid- 
ing sustenance fur ourselves ? The idea is 
disgraceful to c»ur national character, and 
at variance with ever}*' principle of com- 
mon sense. Give to our domestic hus- 
bandry and the business of the country 
only the same encouragement that is given 
to the trade of Manchester, Birmingham,' 
Shcflield, &c. — I mean, exclude the 
foreigner from supplying our markets, and 
allow our surplus free export, and in four 
years we shall become in the trade of 
grain an exporting country for ever ; and 
the siipfAJ at home, even in bad years, 
when the export might lessen, would be- 
come secure. The prices in the markets 
would be less fluctuating, regulating to 
wheat perhaps between 70^. and 805. the 
quarter. • Our pupulation would increase, 
and the strength, riches, comfort and pros- 
perity of the country would be augmented. 
— Should it be asked, where is the land 
required for the increased supply ? I would 
refer to Sir John Sinclair, and all writers 
on agriculture ; who prove, that many 
millions of acres are now lying waste, 
capable of producing grain which in the 
character of commons do not even to the 
poor who occupy them, produce now 4 - 5 . 
pCracre. • The public at laige having a 
deep interest in the cultivation of these 
w'astcs, tlfb parliamentary fees on all enclo- 
sure bills, should, under direction of the 
Speaker and a Committec*of the House of 
Commons, be paid by the Treasury. 
Were this regulation ssdopted, the two or 
three million additional acres required to 
supply us fully at home would soon be 
brought into cultivation, and the gradual 
exclusion of the foreigner would mak^; 
husbandry a more steady and profitable 
employment for our capital and industry. 
—•Through the powerful encouragement 
^iv*"n to the busine.ss of the towns, wh now* 
fabricate for exportation more than all the 
markets ill. the world to which we have 
access can consume. In two years after 
Madeira was occupied by our troops, 
goods were sent there for sale, more than 
could be consumed in ten years. A Rio 
de Janeiro, La Plata, Cadiz, Lisbon and 
every other port to which w'O have access, 
the met is the same| Agents and supercar- 
goes forthemanufocturing districts are sent 
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in endless succession in order to facilitate 
the sale of these surplus productions ; and 
our merchants are driven into the wildest 
and most hazardous speculations, in order 
to relieve themselves from the pressure of 
this useless rtdutulance. the forced re- 
turns for which do not repay the labour 
of production. Inconsequence of which, a 
large proportion of the exporters become 
bankrupt. At the same moment we have 
within our own ring-fence a market for 
articles of imperious necessity, crying 
aloud for supply to the extent of ten and 
• fifteen millions a year, to which we turn a 
deaf ear, and siitVcr foreigners to supply 
it, enrich themselves and disgrace us, in 
order that we may still further deluge the 
world with exported goods, against the 
reception of which every power in Eu- 
rope sets its face. May.it not^be added, 
too, that in proenring food, if we can pur- 
chase it from the growers at home, we 
can give in exchange either gold or paper, 
or it may more properly be said we pay 
nothing for it. The gold or paper only 
changes hands, and as labourers in hus- 
bandry sustain themselves the value of 
their produce is clear national profit 
draw'n out of the bowels of the earth. 
Whereas, when we buy of French farmeis, 
u great deal of bullion it has been proved 
must go out to pay them ; and while so 
much resistance ’’continues on the Con- 
tinent to the introduction of our marmfac- 
lures, it is not easy to see how the^ specie 
can return to us.— If we refl-^’Ct on the 
animal and moral character of labourers 
employed in husbandry, and compare it 
with the condition of those in the ener- 
vating and unwholesome occupations of 
towns, arguments still more important 
will present tliemsglvos, and the most cur- 
sory observer, will, 1 think, agree with 
- me, that the distinction and comparative 
discouragement which has so long pre- 
vailed to the injury of our domestic agri- 
*calture, ought to be removed. The same 
system of policy w'hich in manufactures 
and cpmmerce has advanced us to pre- 
er'‘>irience absolutely unrivalled, should be 
extended to the far more important pur- 
suits of the English farmer. With a view 
to this, the export of corn should be de- 
clared free up to 80^. per quarter for 
wheat; and after one year a small duty 
shouid.be lain on foreign grain. .The 
sum of which, and the scale of prices at 
which it may attach, should be gradually 
raised till the encrease of our home pro- 
duce, the duty might ^operate as an ex- 


clusion up to per quarter, prior to 

which time our fanners should have the 
exclusive supply of the home market ; 
and if the fees on bills of enclosure were 
paid by the public, we should soon 
have at home in average years a large 
excess to export, and in the worst of sea- 
sons a full supply for home consumption, 
with prices more stationary, and an exemp- 
tion from the cruel and mortifying situ- 
ation of being compelled to supplicate 
France and America for food to eat. 1 
am. Sir, Your most obedient servant, 

Jacob Smithson. 

Bath, August 2 Uh, 1810. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Sweden . — 2 1 Aug, 1810. Election qf Ber-~ 
nadotte to be Croitm Prince. 

OiiEBBO, Aug. 21. — The important ob- 
ject for which the Diet was convoked, has 
this day been happily accomplished by 
the nomination of a Crown Prince. Ilis 
Serene Highness the Prince of Ponte Cor- 
vo, who has been chosen to fill that exalt- 
ed situation, was proposed by his Majesty, 
and unanimously elected ; so perfect was 
the harmony which has prevailed on this 
occasion, that not more than half an hour 
was occupied in the deliberations. Imme- 
diately after the decision. Count Morner 
was directed to proceed to Paris to an- 
nounce the event to the Emperor and the 
Prince. His Highness had sent hither his 
own portrait, with that of his Princess and 
son, accompanied with letters containing' 
assurances of the interest he took in the 
welfare of this kingdom, and pointing out 
the means by which he hoped to ame- 
liorate its situation. Among these may 
be enumerated the re-purchase of the es« 
tales of Pomerania, which were given to 
French officers during the late war ; a vo- 
luntary' loan of 8,000,000 of franks, at an 
interest of four per cent., which interest 
is to be appropriated to national purposes^ 
and the security and extension of our com- 
merce. 

Stockholm, Aug. 20.— The following 
is the Speech, in which his Majesty, on 
the i 8th instant, proposed to the Diet the 
Prince of Ponte Corvo, as a proper person 
to be chosen Crown Prince of Sweden ; 
At a period when, after a long Ses- 
sion the last Diet separated, the fairest 
prospect of peace opened for Sweden ; 
gfter a long scries of severe misfortunes, 
lasting tranquillity seemed to have been 
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obtained for this kingdom. Three Treaties 
of Peace had secured the dominion which 
remained at the end of a destructive war, 
and a generous Prince placed near the 
throne promised powerfully to support the 
ronstituiioii formed by the States of the 
Empire, and every thing promised to well- 
disposed Swedish citizens certain' indemni- 
fication for past misfortunes. His Royal 
Majesty fondly shared in the pleasing hope 
in which his faithful subjects indulged on 
this head, when one of these unexpected 
blows, with which Providence at times 
destroys the hopes of men, annihilated 
ours. The Crown Prince Charles Augustus 
was no more, and his death shrouded the 
future destinies of Sweden in a dreadful 
gloom. His Royal Majesty, with a mind 
deeply affected by a loss, universally so 
severely felt, yet mindful of his royal duty, 
contemplated the state of public affairs, 
and felt thoroughly convinced, that for 
the preservation of the independence of 
the Swedish Empire, it became indispen- 
sably necessary to secure, without the 
least delay, the succession to the throne, 
which appeared to him the only means of 
preserving the tranquillity of the Empire, 
by a firm and wise Government, founded 
on the fundamental laws of the constitution 
of our country. Deeply impressed with 
those sentiments, his Majesty perceived 
with pleasure that the voice of his people, 
equally aware of the necessity speedily to 
choose a successor to tlje Swedish throne, 
loudly and unanimously declared in favour 
oft he Prince of Ponte Corvo. Brilliant 
exploits have illustrated his name as a 
warrior, at the same time that eminent 
talents mark him one of the most skilful 
statesmen of our age. Universally admired 
for the probity of his character and the 
mildness of his temper, he found opportu- 
nities even in the midst of the misfortunes 
rff war, to shew his attachment to the 
Swedish natipn, by the kind and friendly 
manner in which he treated the Swedish 
officers and soldiers whom the chance of 
war subjected to his power. AH those cir- 
cumstances and considerations could not 
' but fix his Majesty's attention and deter- 
' mine his resolution, when the question 
was, to propose a successor to the Swedish 

throne Yet his Royal Majesty has not 

failed to take on this important question 
the sense of the States of the Empii-e, and 
of the Secret Committee of the Council of 
State, a large majority of the former, and 
the unanimous opinions of the latter per- 
fectly coincided with his Majesty's senti- 
ments on this point.«*His Royal Majesty 


thinks that by confiding the future desti- 
nies of Sweden to the Prince of Ponte Corvo, 
his well-earned military fame, while on ‘ 
the one side it secured the independence 
of the State, will on the other hand render 
it superffuous for him to engage in fresh 
wars ; that his strong mind, tutored by 
long experience, will maintain national 
tranquillity and order, and secure to our 
faithffil subjects a long and undisturbed * 
enjoyment of the blessings of Peace, and 
lastly, that his Son will remove in future 
times that uncertainty of succession to the 
throne which some late lamentable events* 
have, rendered still more important to this 

country. From all these considerations 

his Royal Majesty feels obliged to propose 
to the assembled states of the Empire, his 
Serene Highness John Baptist Julian Ber- 
nadette,* Prince of Ponte Corvo, as Crown 
Prince of Sweden, and his Royal Majesty's 
successor to the Swedish throne. His 
Royal Majesty must however, expressly 
add the reservation, that should the said 
Prince be chosen, by theSlate.^oftlie em- 
pire, successor to the Swedish iliione, he 
must, pursuant to the fundamental laws of 
theirkingdom, before he arriveson Swedish 
ground, adopt the tenets of the pure evan- 
gelical creed, and also sign a similar as- 
surance, as the states of the empire formed 
for the late Crown Prince. His Royal 
Majesty has now performed the duty pre- 
scribed to him by the Constitution of the 
realm) and now expects the resolution of 
the state*. May the choice which they 
are about to make, secure the glory and 
prosperity of our beloved country, and 
thus fulfil the most earnest wish which-his 
Royal Majesty can ever entertain.-— 

“ Clf ARi.BS." 


Portugal. — Treaty qf Amity, Commerce, and 
Navigation between his Britannic Majesty 
and his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
qf Portugal, — Signed at Rio de Janem, 
the P^th qf February, IS 10, ’^(Continued 
from p. 256. J 

XVI. But during the 

interval between the exchange of the ra- 
tification^ of the present Treaty, and the 
promulgation of the above mentioned tariff’, 
should any goods or merchandizes the 
produce or manufacture of the dominions 
o£ his Britannic Majesty arrive in the 
ports of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regeqt of Portugal, it is stipulated, that 
they shall be admitted for consumption on 
paying the abov5 mentioned duties of fif- 
teen per cent, according to the value set 
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on tiiem by the tariff now aclually enta- 
lillslied, should they be goods or mer- 
chandize which arc comprised or valued 
in ihat lAxift', and if they should not he 
comprised or valued in tlvat tarilF (as also 
if any "'dfiVish «oods or mevcliandizcs 
should hereafter arrive in ihe ports of the 
Portuguese dominions without having been 
specifically valued and rated in the ncu' 
• tariff or pauta, which is to be made in 
consequence of the stipulations of the pr<*- 
ceding Article of the present Treaty) they 
shall ^he ecpiaily admitted on paying the 
•same duties of fifteen per cent, ad valorem, 
accordiiigto the invoices of the said goods 
and merchandizes, which shall be duly 
presented and sworn to by the parties im- 
porting the same. And in case that any 
suspicion of fraud or unfair practices should 
arise, the invoices shall be exammul, and 
the real value of the goods or merchan- 
dizes ascertained by a reference to an equal 
number of Hritish and Portuguese mer- 
chants of known integrity and honour; and , 
in case of a difference of opinion .amongst 
them, followed by an equality of votes 
upon the subject, they' shall then nominate 
another merchant, likewise of known in- 
tegrity and honour, to whom the matter 
shall be ultimately referred, and whose 
decision thereon shall be final, and with- 
out appeal. And in case the invoice 
.shoulci appear toliave been fair and cor- 
rect, the gO(»ds and merchandizes speci- 
fied in it, shall be admitted on payUig the 
duties abovemeutioned of fifteoii.per cent, 
and the ex|iciice.s, if any, of the uxaminii- 
tion of the invoice shall be deteayed by 
Hie party who called its fairness and cor- 
rectness into question. But if the invoice 
shall be found to be fraudulent and unfair, 
then the goods and ^merchandizes shall be 
brought up by the officers of the customs 
on the account of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, accord :ng to the value specified in 
the invoice with an addition of ten per 
<}tnt. to the sum so paid for them by the 
officers of the customs, the Portuguese 
Govenunent ergaging for the payment 
of the goods so valued and purchased 
by the officets of the customs within the 
apace of fifteen days, and the expences, 
it any, of the examination of tde ’fraudu- 
lent invoice, shall be paid by the party 

who preicnted it as just and fair. 

XVIl. It is agreed and covenanted, t]iat 
articles of military and naval stores 
brought into the ports of his Royal High- 


ness the Prince Regent of Portugal, which 
the Portuguese Government may be de- 
sirous of taking for its own use, shall be 
pawl for without delay at the prices ap- 
pointed by the proprietors, who shall not 
be compelled to sell such articles on 
any other terms. And it is further sti- 
pi]l.ited, that if the Portuguese Govern- 
ment sliLill take into its own care and 
custody any cargfv, or part of a cargo, 
wiih a view to purchase, or otherwise, 
the saiti Portuguese Government shall be 
responsible for any damage or injury that 
such cargo, or part of a cargo, may re- 
ceive while in the c are and custody of the 
Officers of the said Portuguese Govern- 
ment. XVill. His Roj^al Highness the 

Prince Regent of Portugal is pleased to 
grant to the subjects of Great Britain the 
privilege of being Assignantes for the; du- 
ties to be paid in the Custom Houses of 
his Royal Ilighucss’s dominions, on the 
same terras, and on giving the same se- 
curity as are recpiired from the subjects of 
Portugal. — And it is on the other Iiand 
stipulj|ted and agreed, that the subjects of 
the Crown of Portugal shall receive, as 
far as it may be just or legal, the same 
favour in the Custom Houses of Great 
Britain as is shewn to the natural subjects 

of his Britannic Majesty. ^XIX. His 

Britannic Majesty does on his part and in 
his own name, and in that of his heirs and 
successors, promise .and engage that ail 
goods, merchandizes and articles what- 
soever, of the produce, maiiurarture, in- 
dustry, or invention of the cloininions or 
subjects of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, shall be received and 
admitted into all and singular the ports 
and dominions of liis Britannic Majesty, 
on paying generally and only the same 
duties that arc paid upon similar articles 
by the subjects of the most favoured na- 
tion. And it is expressly declared, that 
if any reduction of duties should lake 
place exclusively in favour of British 
goods and raerrliandizes imported into 
the dominions of his Royal Highness the 
[ Prince Regent of Portugal, an equivalent 
reduction shall take place on Portuguese 
goods and merchandizes imported into 
his Britannic Majesty’s dominions, and 
vice versa, the articles upon which such 
equivalent reduction is to take place, 
being settled by previous concert and 
agreement. 

(To be continued.) 
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How shall I speak thee* or tliy power address, 

“ Thou God of our Idolatry, the Press ? 

By thee Religion, Liberty, and Laws, 

Exert their ioAueiice, and advance their cause ; 

** By thee worse plagues than Pharaoh’s land bcfcl, 
Diffus’d make Earth the vestibule of Hell ; 

Thou fountain, at which drink the Good and Wise ; 
I'hou ever<bubbling spring of endless Lies ; 

** Like Eden’s dread probationary tree, 

** Knowledge of Good and Evil is from thee.” 

Cowpia. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD : 

USING AN examination 

OP THE 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter III. 

Danger of exciting popular discontents 
against country paper^money makers — De* 
acription of the National Debt — Progress of 
the Debt — The different denominations of it 
of no consequence^Cost of the Anti-jacobin 
war — Progress of the* National Expences^ 
Progress ff the Revenue or Taxes — The effect 
if taxation — Taxes cause poverty and misery 
in a country — Not like rents-^Increase of\ 
Revenue no protf of national prosperity^ 
What are the signs qf national prosperity^ 
Increase qf the poor rates in England — Cost 
qf the Tax-Gatherers sufficient to support 
^2,500 families. 

Gentlemen, 

A London print, which is what is called 
a ministerial newspaper, and which 1, in 
the discharge of my cluty as a public writer, 
am compelled to read, but which, for the 
sake of your morals, 1 hope none of you 
ever see, has most harshly spoken of that 
part of our paper money, which is issued 
by the Bankers, whose shops are in the 
country. The writer of this print has de- 
scribed that paper, namely, the country 
bank notes, as ** destructive oMignatf and, 
in another of his publications, he calls 
them ** vile rags and then again, ** dirty 
" f«g# " These hard words, besides that 


—1322 

they are unbecoming in sober discussion, 
can do no good, and may do a great deal 
of harm, if they have any ellect at all 
upon minds of the people ; and, there- 
fore, we will make a remark or two upon 
their tendency, before wc proceed with 
the topic mentioned at the close of 
the last letter. 

• 

Assignats was the name given to the 
French revolutionary paper-money, the 
distresses occasioned by which are fresh 
in the recollection of most people ; and, 
to give the same name to our coun* 
try-bank notes was, therefore, to pro- 
claim, as far as this writer was able to 
proclaim, that these notes, being more than 
one half of all our circulating medium^ were 
as bad, if not worse, than the paper-money 
of France, which produced so muc h indi- 
vidual misery to so many millions of peo- 
ple. Not that this wa.s betraying any 
secret to the world ; for, it is beyond all 
comprehension foolish to suppose, that 
all the world, particularly our sharp- 
sighted enemy, are •not fully acquainted 
with our Fituation in this respect, more 
especially now that the Bullion Report is 
abroad; but, what I find fault of, is, that 
this description of country-bank notes, 
as contradistinguished from the Londtln 
bank-notes, has a tendency to excite po- 
ular paired, and, in cases t^at may 
appen, popular violence, against that 
pai*, of our paper-money makers, called 
country-t>Rnkers ; than which nothing 
can be much more unjust in itself, or be 
more likely to lead to universal confusion, 
the experience of the world having 
proved, that commotion, when once on 
foot, is seldom limited to the accom- 
iplishment of its original object; and, wo 
Iraay venture to affirm^ that nothing wof 
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ever better calculated to render popular 
commotion violent, and to push it beyond 
its natural bounds, than the hatred and 
revenge, which, it would seem to be I lie 
object of the print above mentioned to 
excite in the minds of the people. 

The country paper -money makers are 
not, as we shall soon see, any inoie to 
blame than are the p.i[jcr-money makers ia 
town. Taper- money making is a trade, ir 
calling, perfectly innocent in itself, and the 
tradesmen may be very moral and even 
very liberal men. Amongst them, as 
amongst men of other trades, tliere are, 
doubtless, sharpers and even rogues; 
and, tlie trade itself may be one that ex- 
poses men to the temptation of becoming 
roguish ; but, it docs not follow, tliat all 
the paper-money makers, or, that the 
paper- money makers in general, arc men 
of dishonest views. It is, therefcae, not 
only ilhheral, hut unjust in the extiemo, 
to coiidcnnt the whole of the trade in a 
lump, to call their wares ** desiiuctive as* 

signals, vile rags, dirty rags** and tlte 
like, wln rice it is, of course, intended (hat 
it should be understood, that all the issuers 
of them ought to be regarded as pests of 
society ami treated accordingly; when 
the truth is, as we shall presently see, the 
fault is not in individuals, but in the sys- 
tem, out of which ^tho sv urm of paper- 
money makers have grijwn as naturally 
and as innocently as certain well-known 
little animals are engendered by, aiicf live 
iijion, an impoverished and sickly tarcass. 

Having thus endeavoured to pftt you 
upon your guard against the tendency of 
this very unjust •representation of our 
country Imnkers and their money, an en- 
deavour, which, it appeared to me, ought 
not to be delayed, we will now proceed 
with our subject, and, a* was proposed, at 
the close of the last Leltur, impiire into 
the . inagms of the Funds and Stocks; or, 
in fi\ore pr .per terms, intothe INCREASE 
OF Tim NATIONAL DEBT. 

We ha< o before seen what is the naiure of 
this debt : we have also seen hon; it b*gnn: 
W'e by-and-by have to show (he rfj'cas of it : 
but, wliat have to do, at prc>eht,'i 3 to 
inquire into, and ascertain, how it ha.s gone 
on increasing, and what i.s now its amount. 
We shall next inquire itito the .scliemcs 
for lessening the Dei)t ; and, then we shall 
distinguish what is called redeemed from 
unredeemed debt ; but, first of ail, let us 
leave all other views of it aside, and con- 


fine our attention merely to the sums bor- 
rowed. We have before seen, that the 
money has been borrowed in ^ vanou-s 
ways, or under various dcnominalions. 
In some cases the money borrowed was 
to yield the lender 3 per centum, that is 
to say 3 pounds interebi, yearly, for every 
hundred pounds of principal. In some 
cases the lender was to receive I- pet 
centiiin; in some cases 5 per centum; 
and in .some cases more. Hence come 
the denomination of 3 /nr ccHf.r and 4 per 
cents, and so forth. But, to the people, 
who have lo pay the interest, these dis- 
tinctions arc of no consequence at all, 
any more than it would be to either of us, 
whether our bakers' bills were made out 
upon brown paper or upon white. We 
shall se e afterward.s what we have to pay 
yearly in the shaj.'e of interest, which is 
the thing that touches us home ; but, let 
us (ir^t see wiiat the princqial i.*?, and boio 
it has gone on increasing; bearing In mind, 
fliat, as was shown in the foregoing letter, 
page W2, (he borrowing, and, of course, 
the Debt, began in tin- lti92,, in the 
reign of William the 'Phird, and that, the 
loan made in iiiat year amounted to one 
million ol pounds. 

When Queen Ann», who 
succeeded William, came 
to the throne, which was 
in the year 1701, the 

Debt w'dis of. 16,394.702 

When George I came to 
the throne, in 1714, it 

was 54,145,303 

When George II came to 
ihc throne, in 1727, it 

was 52,002,235 

When George 111 came to 
the throne, in 1760, it 

was 14u,682>34i 

AOcr the American War, 

111 17H4, it wa.s 2.57,213,043 

At the latter end of the 
LAST war; that i.s tosay> 
tlie first wsr against the 
French Reyolutionist.s, 
and which, for the .sake 
of haviug a distinctive 
appellation, \\c will call 
the y\Nri-jAcnijiN War : 
at the end of that wa*, in 

the Debt was 579 , 931,447 

At the present time; ()r, 

rather, in January 1,1>9S,0S.2 

That is to sayj hundred and eleven 
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miUiom, ei^ht hmdr< d and ninftjf ei^ht thou- 
tmtd. and iii*o ; and the^e iir pounds, 
in English |^)ann<ls ! There are, in the 
accounts, lard l)<?r»re parlidinaiu (from 
which the fast mentioned sum is taken} i 
some shillings and pence and ereii FAR- 
THINGS, in additron; but though these 
accountants have been so nice, wc will 
not mind A lew (urthings. Part of thi< 
Debt is what is called funded, and a part 
unfunded; pari is called Irish Debt, part 
Eurperor of Germany's Debt, and another 
part the Prince Regent of Portugars. 
But, interest upon the uhoh of it is pay able 
in Endund; aiul that is all that \vc IiAte 
to look afitr ; it being of no consequence i 
♦o us wliat the thiiig is called, so that 1 
hn-pc io> pay for it. So tha* we nio taxed it) \ 
pay the inierest of it, S) hat uiat^^crv it K* ! 
us what ui-ne^lhe several paft'.-nj it ni”"" | 
go i)y ? I iK pe, that iliere e* t\>t, ut t!.is ! 
day, a in ni :n1ioiv»sl you, wl.o to bo 
aiiiU'rd W'th ^^n.piv 1 h ipe, that 
yoiir rniiuls are no? tmw -a-days. after fi!i 
that you have seen, to he 1< d away fro'u 
the »tl j-'CT luforo them by uny repetition 
of ineie names. So lon-^ uc are toxed to 
pay the inOrtst upon tfu l> bi. that man 
niu^’ ht e>r(o d.ji^i y weak, who is lo ho 
made toheloNc, f'Ml il i-i »d' any Coiise- 
qu' ucc to uiv of us by what name that 
debt is calh'ir^. 

Such, then, h is been the progress of the 
NhHoiuiI Desjt ; autl.it is well worthy of 
our att' ritmu, that it }i is increased in 
an innrosin:^ proportion. It is now nearly 
six tunes U'‘ gu ilt as it was nlicii ih^ pie- 
scju king came lo tlie tin one ; and, which 
ought to be V ell aJteinbal 7non' tluri tzeo 
thirds <)f the xihole of the Debt h is been con- 
tracted in carry mg on, agaiiut tjie i'rr nch, 
that war, whicli, at its coinnuMinmcni, 
was lo sijcceci! by means of ruint/ii; the 
finances of I'ennce. Whni the i 

<X)inN War begin, in l7'Jb the Debt ' 
was, at the uimovt, 1 k is | 

now 8 i 1 ,S08.C)“2/. Such has, thus far, j 
be-. II ttie fiiianru! i fleet ; such lias !>efcr. | 
thecllect .*»s to money-matters, ofihev/ars I 
against the .lacoblns. Ihnv many times j 
w'cre we told, that iv required hut one more 
campaign ; one more ; <inly one inoie lu^o- 
cainpatgii, to \,n\. an end to tr,e wir ; to 
desiroy, to amiiliibue, for -wer/.he r ’.t/7?/rccj 
of rranco. Ah'S ! liioic resources have 

* Til ere is, bes’.drs the aboc'c, th« 
Diiivr; but of that will sfpeak 
unolher time, • 


not been destroyed. They have increased 
ill a trai'tul doorec ^ we have accu- 

mulated hundreds ol rnnli«-ns of Debt in 
the attempt, llow’ many wviIita llave 
flattered us, from time to linu*, wu|] ii,e 
hope, nay, the certainty (if we woi hi but 
persevere) of trimnpbing over ihe I rmcdi 
by the inians ol our riches ' To liow many 
ot these dei civers have we bf en so h.oiuU 
as to lisicn ! It IS ihi.s credulily, w lfn ii Im* 
led to th * iTea nt sia*e oi tlinigs ; auii, un- 
leh.s w o S'. iKi* It ofi'a'. onci*, .lud u .-nivi' lo 
look i)!.r d injei-' in the l.i. e, we .-hall, I 
i.Mutly c\';.e' i' Jice that f. i‘‘wl‘iili 

oui diceivcr-' loin t ^ wcoiit! be e\|,erieiu.i d 
by o.ir cneio v'. Pi i r. it is wd' 
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time,* had the .mi, [»oit <•! liiri'c lo-irili.s, it 
not more, ot < he Aieinia is of ilie II auu 
of t’ouiino.i- ; alter h..\mg, of cnuur, 
ndopud w* latever measures he thought 
projicr, fhirmc; iln wludo of ili.it lime, 
lie found the Debt itv') hundred and fifty 
odd millions, and ht: left it six hundred and 
fifty o hi. 'inis wu'^ W'hal was done for 
L'n'jflarul by ihiil Kirr, whose own pi irate 
dd'ts the p*op'e Ind to pay. besides the ex- 
ptuTce of a inOK:unei<l to ids memory ! 
Tii's l?vvh.at every iii.ui in Enghiiid should 
bi ar coiislaniiy in mnul. 

Ihiviiur nov/ .seen hom the Nntirtnal Debt 
has o;e»’V'Arf/, let ii> .see liow the FX- 
l*b.N(’i'Sof the Nation have im roa^ed; 
aiitl, rli'T* lak : a h»ik at tiie increase of 
ihe'I.NXbS; for, in onler to be able to 
hum a correct opinion upon ilie main 
points, louelit d upon bv the Ihillion Com- 
iruUee, we must have a lull view, not only 
c»f ihe Dc^)/ liut of ih(i Expouics ana the 
Taxes of the nation. 

• 

When Qi ftn Anxk 
came tf) the throne, 
jn«170i, the whole 
Expem es of tljc 
year, includin'^ the • 
interest on the Na- 
• tional Z>t.^yf, amount- 

fd lo Peace; 

WhciifiEoncE i.eanm 
to the throne, in 
1714, and insl 8itor 

L 2 
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depreciated, or falkn <gm vakfe; and that 
the increase in our Expences is more inwa- 
md than real ; that the increase is m 
name ; merely in the figures, and not m 
the thing ; for that a pound is not worth 
any thing like what a pound was worth 
when the king came to the throne ? Am 
I told this ? If I am, I say, that we are 
not yet come to the proper place for dis- 
cussing matters of this sort ; that we shall 
come to it all in good time ; but, that, in 
the meanwhile, I may hope to hear no 
more abuse ol* our doctrii>es, from those, 
at least, who, in this way, would reconcile 
our minds to the enormous increase in the 
Nation’s yearly lixpences. 

Having now taken a view of the increase 
of the Debt, and also of the yearly £j- 
pcnccs of the nation, let us now see how 
the Revenue » or Income, or, more properly 
speaking, the 'I’AXES; that is to say, 
the money received front the people, in 
the course of the yeai, by the several 
sorts of Tax-gatlicicrs ; let us now sec 
how the amount ol these has gone on in- 
creasing. 

When Qi)i5F.N Anne came 
to the throne, in 1701, 
the yearly amount of the 

taxes was .£.‘1,212,33® 

When Geotiof. 1. came to 
the throne, in 1 7 1 'I, it was 0,7 
When George II. came to 

the throne, in 1 7 !i7, it w as 6,322,540 
When George III. came to 

the throne, in 1760, it was 8,744,682 

After the American war, 

in 1781', it was 13,300,921 

At the Close of the Anti- 
Jacobin war, ill J801, it 

was 36,728,971 

For the last year, that is 

1809, it was 70,240,226 


Queen Anne had 
been at war eleven 
years 6,(j33j581 Peace. 

When George II. 
came to the throne, 
in 1727, 5,441,2 1-8 Peace. 

When George III. 
cainc to the throne, 
in 1760 24,156,940 War. 

Aftc^r the Kno of the 
American War, 
and at the begin- 
ning of Pitt’s 
A dministration, in 
1781. 2 1, 057,009 Peace. 

At the latter End of 
the last, or Anti- 
Jacobin War, in 
1801, 01,278,018 War. 

For the last year, •* 

that is, the year 
1809 £.82,027,286 5 


War. 


Now, without any thing more than this, 
let me ask any of you, to whom I aildress 
this letter, whether you think it possible 
for the thing to go on in this way for 
any great length of tunc? If the .sub- 

ject did not present so many considera- 
tions to make us serious, it would be quite 
impossible to refrain from laughing at the 
scrupulousness that could pu* five shillings 
and a penny three farthings at the end of a 
sum of millions that it almost make.s one’s 
head swim but to think of. LaughaJde, 
however, as we may think it, those who 
have sucli accounts made out, think it no 
laughing matter. It is, on the contrary, 
looked upon by them, perhaps, as no very 
unimportant part -of the system. Upon 
looking at the above progress of the Ex- 
penditure, It is imposfiibJe to avoid being 
struck with the increase, during the present 
reigti. The year 1700 was a time of war 
as well as the present ; but, as we see, a 
year of wav then, cost only 21 millions; 
whflreas a year of war now costs 82 mil- 
lions. We see, too, that a year of war 
now costs 20 millions more than a year of 
war cost duly ten years ago. What, then, 
will be the cost if this war should continue 
many years longer, and if, as appearances 
threaten, the enemy should lake such 
measures, and adopt such a change in his 
mode of hostilitY> as to add greatly to the 
expensiventss ol our defence ? This is a 
very material consideration ; and, though 
It will hereafter be taken up, still I could 
not refrain from just touching upon it in 
lias place. Am I told, that our money is 


It is quite useless to oiler any comments 
upon this. The figures speak too plainly 
for themselves to receive any assistance 
from words. As to the cen rectness of these 
statements, there may, perhaps, be found 
some little inaccuracies in the copying of 
the figures, and in adding .some of the sums 
together ; but, these must be very imma- 
terial ; and, indeed, none of the questions, 
which we have to discuss, can possibly be 
ailcctcd , by any little error of this sort. 
1 say this in order to bar any cavil that 
may, possibly, be attempted to be raised 
out of circiuttstancesi such as 1 have here 
men lionet^ 
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Thus, then, we have pretty fairly be- 
fore us, a view of the increase of the 
Debis, the Expences, and the Taxes, of the 
nation ; and a view it is quite sufficient 
to impress with serious thoughts every 
man, whose regard for his country is not 
confined to mere professions. There are 
persons, 1 know, who laugh at this. They 
may have reason to laugh ; but we have 
not. The pretence is, that taxes return 
again to those who pay them. Keturn 
again ! In what manner do they return ? 
Can any of you perceive the taxes that 
you pay coming back again to you ? 
All the interested persons who have 
written upon taxation, have endeavoured 
to persuade the people, that, to load them 
with taxes does them no harm at all, 
though this is in direct opposition to the 
language of every speech that the King 
makes to the Parliament, during every 
war ; for, in every such Speech, he ex- 
presses his deep sotrow, that he is com- 
pelled to lay burdens upon his people. 

The writers here u1 lulled to, the greater 
part of whom live, or have a design to live, 
upon the taxes, always appear to consider 
the nation as being rich and prosperous in 
proportion to the (ju/intity of taxes that Ls 
raised upon it; never seeming to take 
into their views of riches and prosperity 
the ease and comfort of the people who pay 
the taxes. The notion of these persons 
seems to be, that, as there always will be 
more food raised and more goods made in 
the country than is suflicient for those, 
who own and who till the soil, and who 
labour in other ways, that the surplus, or 
super-abundance, ought to fall to their 
share ; or, at least, that it ought to be 
taken away in taxes, which produce a luxu- 
rious way of living, and luxury gives 
employment to the people ; that is to say, 
that it sets them to work to earn their own 
money back again. This is a mighty fa- 
vour to be sure. 

The tendency of taxation is;' to create 
a class of persons, who do not labour . 
to take from those who dp labour the 
produce of that labour, and to give it 
to those who do not labour. The 
produce taken away is, in this case, 
totally destroyed; bur, if it were expended, 
or consumed, amongst those who labour, 
it would produce something in its stead. 
There would be more, or better cloth; 
more, or better, houses ; and these ■would 
be more generally distributed;* while the : 
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growth of vice, which idleness always en* 
genders and fosters, would be prevented. 

If, by the gripe of taxation, every 
grain of the surplus produce of a country 
be taken from the lowest class of those 
who labour ; they will have the means 
of bare existence left. Of course, ibeir 
clothing and their dwellings will become 
miserable, their food bad, or in stinted 
quantity ;- that surplus produce which 
should go to the making of an addition to 
their meal, and to the creating of things 
for their use, will be annihilated by those 
who do nothing but cat. Suppose, for 
instance, a community to consist of a 
farmer, four cottagers, a taylor, a shoe- 
maker, a smith, a carpenter, and a mason, 
and rixit the land produces enough food 
for them all and no more. Suppose this 
little community to be seized with a de- 
sign to imitate their betters, and to keep 
a sinecure placeman, giving him the 
tenth, of their produce which they for- 
merly gave to their shoemaker. The 
consequence would be, that poor Cm spin 
would die, and they would go bare-footed, 
with the consolation of rellecting that they 
had brought themselves into this state 
from the silly vanity of keeping an idle 
man. But, suppose the land to yield 
enough food for all ten of them, and 
enough for two periwns besides. The}' 
hav^ this, then, besides what is absolutely 
iiecessijny to supply their wants. 'I’hey 
can spare one of their men from the field, 
and l^ve, besides, /bod enough to keep 
him in some other situation. Now, which 
is best, to make him a.serond carpenter, 
who, ill retuiii for his food, would give 
them additional and permanent conve- 
nience and romfoit*in their dwellings ; or 
to make him a sinecure placeman or a 
singer, in tidier of which places he would 
be an annihilatur of corn, at the same 
lime, that, in case of emergency, he u^uld 
not be h'dlf so able to defend tlie commu- 
nity. Suppose two of the cultivators iie- 
caine sinecure placemen, then kill the 
carpenter or some one else, or what is 
more likely, all the labouring part of the 
commAiity, dial is to say, all but the 
sinecure placemen, live more niiacrably, 
in dress, in dwellings, and m*food. Ibis 
reasoning applied to tens, applies eijually 
*well to millions, the causes and effect! 
being, in the latter case, only a little more 
difficult to trace. 

Such is the way in which (axes operate j 
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tlip tlisliiSclion bijcwpon opriMion 

;ir.M llic OtJeratan cS u'tJs tii!> that, 

ill I lie luiU;r cai-O, y^ a »ir. ssjuiethin” of 
Arij'u ti you liAVP Uio en;<»ynu‘nl, 

tor v\ liat you i iv«‘ ; .uwij iii tiie Punier ease 
you rtn ivt- I’l;' imu;.;. it is Iw im uu-aiis to 
b^‘ louiersti' ) 1, liui* il'-'i.. !i.‘ iiojjcr- 

sou'i to li vv v\ 11 !u.i.i \* ....1 !'• i.‘i •» i\i*. i\ ral'u'd 
I'lrtitmi 1.11 , s( :i’ , 1, iv. \ ei .tnd 

otlitTU ( r till < ai! iu «J»>, 

ill I'atM, i.ilu-ij, • u.vl il »s 'iiiiit liiat ilu ro 
^bollld 1\' |<: Oil-! < r y,MMt ^ .Ukc, and 
Wiliioii! ajiv jiroli ■, ; all j Imt, tui-n, 

you Vtlll J'lltl, lljill JiUsC pt/kSofia l/o TJO^ 

iivr upon ih-^ cci.ti,ir^ i]f utfms: t'licv all ul 
tliPiU ^ivp soiIiI'IIiiul; in K iurn (f*r -abai 
they lei’five. oi’ the hanicd |»'0- 

le^sloris uue the lae of iUir tnUms am! 
skill; and llio hind 1 old ^ives ike usi*of hi;> 
land or his holmes. 

Nor oii^lit wc to look iij^on all taxes 
BO luntli ot liie fruit of our Kdiour or 

taKtii jiwiiy witlioiJt cause. '1 are 
ijecesssiry in evn y coiiinnjiiity ; and the 
lUJiii, w htthcr he be s\ ncsiuaii, .soldo r, or 
snilnr, ulio is in the seinire of the roinmu- 
iiity, »ives his .sirvu cN in rciuiii for tiiai 
|)OiMion <d ihc taxes winch lie icitives. 
We are not talking against tnp^auirnl; 
nor, indeed, will we ^sujp heie to itiijuire, 
whether our taxes, at their present aiununt, 
be nece.ssaiy ; or, xUnthtr, hy other c-mn- 
seU, they tnijit. in :;r<af part/at least, /fare 
bten av ndtd. 'J’lirse are (nieslioiis, T»hjch, 
for the pr« sent, we will wholly p.iss over, 
our c)l)jcLi being to eonu' at a correA opi- 
nion with regard to ilie tjflrt of heavy 
taxaiion upon tin- people who have to 
support it, rfe.'ierv.in; fo»* another oppor- 
tunity <.ui- n maiLs ,ij;d opii-im. ns to the 
TttCfSiity ot ‘jiicn tii' tiiisjU i:i oul j.’artii ul«r 
case. 

By n. . tioiial pro^ r/;^< tlie s phiwe 

Alii.C(‘tl io TiK an soiiailiin:^ ^ ' ry ddferoni 

indeed fi im th.Uwhiili yen and 1, who 
have no Jc i e to ii>e upon the taxe.s, 
should c.dl luun n d piospnicy. 'I'hev 
look upoii i^ or, at ioa.l, tlie\ woulvl Iiavc 
iis look upi>ii it as I cing dcrooiistr^iled in 
the inert a.sc of ilic numbes of ciinriots 
and of fhio Jiesstil ptoplo in .iml about 
the purlieus of the couit; v.heH a.s, re- 
fleetioij will not fail to U iuh us, that this* 
is a dernoirsinnion of the iin rca.^ir rd’ the 
taxes, and nothiiiif ruofe. National pjos- 
pciity sh, ws iiself in ve«y ditU rent w.iys: 
iu llie plentiful meal, the ceniibrlable 
dwelling, the decent furniture and dress, 
the healthy and happy couhtenuiite.^^ and 


the good morals, of the Utfoirittg classes qf 
the people, Tiiete are the ways in which 
national prospeniy shows itiiclf ; and, 
whatever not attended with these signs, 
1 -^ not national prosperity. Need 1 oj»U 
you, tlien, if heavy taxaiiou be calculated 
to produce tliese eflecis.^ Have our la- 
bouicrs a ploniiful meal ot feud tit for 
man ? lio iliey tusie meat once in a duy f 
Arc they decently clothed.? Have they 
the. means of obtainin'.; fn ing f i\i*e they 
and their chiliiicn iiealthy and h/ippy ? 
I put ihe.st. qiie‘ 5 iions lo you, C>enilemen, 
w-Sio inwe the means (if kiiovi mg tin; tacu, 
and wiio must, 1 am afraid, aii:>wer them 
all in tiic negative. 

But, why need we here leave any 
thiMg -coujectuic, when we have tlie 
iiiidtniab’e pro ,t before u's in the ac- 
counts, laid bt fore I'arlianieni, ot the 
amor, nr of the K'O' iCuns, at two diflerent 
pi riods, and, of tonr.^e, at two iIiHercnt 
.^t 4 lgcs in (,*ir tixaium, namely, in the 
year 17feil, and in ihe \ ear I Su3 ? At the 
ioirner period, tlie tax< .s if tiio year, 
as wc ba'.e aitn above, aniounivd to 
J' 1 .3,.3()U,U21 ; and llitii ihe ikn r bales 
amounted to Ai the laaer 

period, the laxe.^ of ihu xoar (an wil. b^‘ 
setn from ibe Olhci.il Si.,i,eniei\t in be- 
r, Vol. IV, p 'ge I Hi) amo'an.» d to 
<£*. M,93 i,7-17 ; uimI ilie Pwor Paiv.. Ii.ui 
tiu ii risen to S V.'i.ai m- -t 

liny, linn, amoo.it to at dii^ da\, •a..»n 
ihe yc..r’s taxes am-iiniis U» oowaic.', of 
7t» isiiliii ns of })ouiid.'j 

Here, tlien, \k'e have a pn tty good 
pro(.f, tliiU laiti.'ioa and pat.pcnsm go fi. nd 
:n h.onl. Vve here mc wnat was j>io- 
dined by ibi; ANTiJ\coinN \\ .\r 'J he 
t.x:\!5 comiinud lunriy ire sdme from 
17 ' i- lo i7:)'b llie year in which Pitt be- 
gin I hat war ; so tlial, hy the antijacodin 
W Alt alor.o tile poor r.iU.^ weie- augmented, 
in nonnnsl r-niount, I'loiu J;'. i?, to 

X 6,24l},5liu; Ai whif-li we shall not be 
Mil prized, if w e rp|*ly to this case tlie 
prmcipl? above iliu.sirateil in the. sup- 
posi'trcomi'iunlty of ten men, where it is 
shown, tlT'il, by taking tlio produce of 
labour fniin the propni...ors of it, and giv- 
ing it to th(,.st , wlio do not labour and who 
do not gb'e the proprietors ol mu h produce 
any timig m letuni, /)oix‘iiy, or, at least, at 
less i/rgrfc (»f ease and enjoynunt, must be 
the c'onsei^uence* 

■ 

The pfior-ratLs alone now are eqinal in 
amount to the XL'hole qf the national 
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ftnditurt^ including the interest of the 
Debt, when the late king came 
the throne ; and, the charges of ma- 

the taxes ; that is to say, the 
wages, salaries, or allowances, to the 71ax- 
Oatherers of various descriptions ; the bare 
cliarge which we pay on this account 
amounts to very little short of as much as 
the whole of the taxes amounted to when 
the late king was crowned. 

This charge; that is to say, xohat wc 
pay to the Tax-Gatherer x, in one shape or 
another, is stated, in the account laid be- 
fore Parliament for the last year, at 

'J,8Sf),201, a sum equal to a year’s 
Tl^^ges of 92,500 labourers at tuelve shillings 
a zieek, which may, I suppose, he looked 
upon as the average wages of labourers, 
take all I he kingdom through.- is this no 
evil ? Are wts to be persuaded, that, to 
take the means of supjrorting 92,500 fami- 
lies, cpnsisiing, u|)oii the usual computa- 
tion (5 to a family), of -iOl.OOO souls; 
that to take away the means of supporting 
all these, ami giving those means to sup- 
port otljers, whose business it is to tax the 
rest, instead of adding to ilie stock of the 
community by ihcir labour; arc we to be 
pcisiiaded, that this is no evil ; and tiiat, 
loo, tii«)ugh wc see the poor rales grown 
from 2 millions to 5 millions in the space 
of 10 years? Are wc to b<; persuaded to 
believe lliis ^ Verily, ii we are, it i^ a 
gri-iu shame for us U pretend to laugh at 
the M<diomedans. 

flavin g now taken a view of the pro- 
grew of ihe National Jjeit logeiher with 
that of the National Krperuxs and Tans; 
and having (by stepping a little aside f>r 
a moment) seen something of their ellect 
upon National prasjy.rinj, we wull, in the 
next Letter, agreeably to the ijitentioii 
before expressed, inquire into the schemes 
for arresting this fearful pretgress; or, as 
they are generally denoinliiriied, plans 
for paying off, or reducing, the National 
Debt; a subject of very great importance, 
because, as we must now be satisfied, the 
hank- 7 ioUs have inci^nsed with the DeU, and, 
of .course, the reducing of tlie Debt would, 
if it were accomplished, tend to the re- 
duction of the quantity of bank-notes, by 
the excess of which it is, as the Bullion 
Committee have declared, that the gold 
coin has been driven from circulation. 

1 am, Gentlemen, 

Your faithful I-riciid, 

\Vm. Cobbett. 

Siaie Prison, Newgate, . Tuesday^ • , 

\uk Sept, mo. 


SUMMARY OP POLITICS. 

Sweden. ^I'here is little, at present, 

to be added, upon this subject, to what 
was said, in my last, ending at pagu 307. 
I cannot, liowever, refrain from emi^javour- 
ing to reinforce what 1 before said, rela- 
tive to the hlca, started in the Morning 
Post, of an alliance between Russia, D<‘n- 
inark, and England. The writer of that 
print (St-e page 3(K)) calls upon the two 
former pow’crs, and says, that their only 
security is in n sincere and close alliance 
“ with Great Britain, under whose protect- 
** ing wings they ore sure to experience a 

" prompt and cffhtml sheittr/* The 

thing is too wild ; it is too mad ; para- 
doxical as it may seem, il is loo ridiculous 
to laugbat. Kcally it is hardly to be be- 
lieved, that any man should be found so 
devoid of ail sense of shame as to put this 
upon paper, and to send it forth to tim 
public, wdiile the fate of Holland, Prussia, 
Austria, Naples, Piedmont, and even of 
Russia itself, is fresh in the recollection, 
nay, right before the eyes of that public, 
and which public, too, have paid so dearly 
for what has been going on. It is haidly 
to be believed, that any man should lie 
found so devoid of shame. liOiiis XV 111, 
the Stadtliolder, the two kingsol Spain, the 
Prince and Queen of. Portugal, the king 
of Sardinia, the Pope : willi the fate of all 
ihesp before him, docs this shameless 
writer |)ut forth his invitation with as much 
confidence as if they were ail restored to 
tlicir ^brnier power. This is, indeed, 
shameful in the extreme ; and, surely, 
never could he loleiated by any set of 
persons in the world, who did not desire 

to have Irurh disguised irornthem. An 

alliance with Engtuul, too, always in- 
cludes sidmdirs ; and, does th»'. nation 
really think, that this is a lime for it to 
pay subsidies, when, even men vvh«) may 
be supposed to have very little m^cy 
upon the public pur.se, acknowledge, that 
we must have retrenchments ? I do not 
know, that it is necessary to send subsidies 
either in gold or silver; but I know, that 
they must be sent in money's woiih; that 
whatever is so sent is so much taken 
from the enjoyment of the people in 
ihi.s country; and, that, whMc ea< h .•sub- 
sidy must add .to the Debt o< die Na- 
\ioii, it must add to the hiiiile.n ol taxes, 
tho hard-ships of the people, and thcqu.iu- 
tiiy*of bank notes. I*ct u*? liope, mere- 
fore, that the siotion ol an allianctf wuL 
Russia and Denmark, under the 
circunastances, is coiiilncd to tile he..*.; ji 
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this very mad writer for our '' fashionable 
« world though, mind, I by no means 
pledge myseU' that such is the case, being 
of opinion that there are others pretty 
nearly as foolish as he is nind ; nor should 
I at all wonder if such people were even 
to believe, in good earnest, that it would 
be an easy matter for us to gain the cor- 

^diat friendship oi the Dunes! This same 

writer and his fellow labourers arc now 
endeavouring, through the instrumentality 
of General Sarrazin, to persuade this in- 
sulted and patient public, that Napoleon 
has sent Jiernadotte to Sweden, and made 
him the successor to the throne of that 
kingdom, in order to get him out of the 
zvaji/; in order to get rid of a rival! What 
shall we be tohl next? What will Ge- 
neral Sarrazin and the Morning^ost tell 
us next? The notion hitherto has been, 
that Napoleon had other ways of getting 
rid of those whom he wished to get rid 
of. How shameful are these falshoods. 
What a disgrace are they to the nation. 
And, what a mischievous thing is the 
press, when, as is pointed out in niy 
motto, It is employed for such purposes. 
- — The main tendency, and, most likely, 
the main object, of all such publications, 
i'i, to deceive the nation ; to keep its eyes 
shut to its real situation ; to persuade it, 
that, though the event which has taken 
place seems fearful, still that there is a 
set off in the situation, or eircumstapees, 
of oitr great enemy ; and, that, ^fter all, 
IHcrnadottc is likely, when he gets into 
Sweden, not to be the friend qf I^npoleon. 
Such is, to all appearance, the view with 
which these publications are sent forth to 
the world ; and, I am very far indeed 
from underrating the eUcet of them ; for, 
unless we supjiose, that the corrupt part 
of the press ot this country has produced 
great elVect upon the minds of the people; 
lias kept them in darkness : unless we 
rujipose this, it is impossible to account 
for that infatuation, which has led to the 
clangers, with which we are more and 
more cloudy beset, and even in the midst 
of which many still seem to be as insen- 
sible as ever. In the public prints of 

only a few days ago, it was stated,' from 
the French papers, that, on the Empe- 
ror*s birtb day, two ships of war, of 
eighiy guns, were launched ; one at Tou- 
lon and the other at Antwerp, No notice 
was taken of this fact : it was too trifling 
a thing to be even referred to by our*wise 
and loyal writers, who srem to think it 
much more useful and more becoming, 


to detail the « secrets'* brought to Eng- 
land by a train of impostors, whose de- 
sign, at the very best, is to prey upon 

English credulity. Two ships of 

eighty guns is no mean addition to a 
navy. Much a place of ship-building as 
Antwerp there is not in all Europe, all 
the timber being so close at hand. At 
the peace of Amiens there was at Ant- 
werp no more of an arsenal than there 
now is at Hungerford Stairs, If, then, *20 
ships have already been built at Antwerp, 

what will be done there in future? In 

short, it is impossible to look at the 
means, which our enemy has of forming 
a navy, without feeling alarm for the 
safety of the country, and especially vvhen 
we see such continual attempts, such a- 
settled system, for keeping the nation in 
blindness vvith regard to its danger. 

Ireland. One would suppose, that, 

in a state of things like the present, we 
should hear nothing, from those espe- 
cially who are hud in their cries against 
Napoleon; from such persons, we might 
hope to hear nothing, tending to add fuel 
to the flames which have so long been 
burning in Ireland. Yet, as w'e shall see, 
from an article, which I am now about to 
insert with the hope of defeating its evil 
efTectSf that, by some of the persons of 
this description, every effort seems to be 
making, not only to keep alive the heart- 
burnings in the •* sister country,^' but to 
aggravate them and render them incu- 
rable.-— ^The distresses, which Ireland 
has been enduring for some time past, 
and which have, oflate, greatly increased, 
have given rise to meetings, in diflerent 
places, to consider of what means ought to 
be adopted in such an emergency ; and. 
It having, in many, or, in some, at least, 
of those meetings, been determined, that 
the Union has been the cause of the 
miseries of Ireland, it has, as a natural 
consequence, been also determined by 
those meetings, to petition the Parliament 

for a repeal the act qf Union. Now, 

whether the gentlemei^ who have come 
to these determinations, be correct either 
in their facts or their reasonings, it is very 
certain that they have a right to meet 
and deliberate upon such subjects ; they 
have a right to express their opinions 
upon them ; they have a right to publish 
those opinions to the world ; and, they 
have a right to submit them to the Par- 
liament or the King, in the shape of a 
petition; or, if they have not such riglit. 
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is it not a shame for us to talk about rights 
at all ; for^ what is this more than the 
right of crying out when you think yourself 
hurtj and praying most humbly not to he hurt 

any longer Yet, this is a right, which, 

according to the notions of sinne of our 
loyalty -professing news-paper writers, 
is too much for the Irish to enjoy ; and, 
accordingly, one of these worthies, falls 
on upon them with charges of faction and 
sedition and treason. He says : The 
“ mass of those who support the Petitions 
** are persons who entertain principles that 
** are equally hostile to the true interests qf 
both Countries. There are unfortunately, 
'' both in Great Britain and Ireland, many 
persons who eagerly seize every op- 
** portunity that presents itself of em- 
burrassing the Government, at a mciment 
** when the pressure of public ' danger 
'' ought to call forth the exertions of every 
** individual to stair e the general safety. We 
have seen many men, we regret to say, 
who boast of their attachment to their 
" country, yet w^ho have for years exerted 
** all their faculties to depress the spirits 
*• and damp the energies of their C'ountry- 

men who upon all ot casions decry 

** the successes obtained by our arms, 
•< while they arc equally ready to magnify 
** those ol the enemy; whose predictions 
are always of the most glcomy nature, 

“ wno fasten with delight upon any thing 
** that has the appearance of a public 
** calamity ; in a word, men who, under 
** the pretext and cloak of patriotism, are 
in effect <ioing every thing in their 
“ jiower to serve t!ie cause of our inve- 
tcrate enemy. The unfortiuiate com- 
** inercial embarrassments which have 
** recently oecurred afforded too favour- 
able an opportunity to be neglected ; 
acconluigly it has been studiously 
** represented in Ireland, that those em- 
barrassments h.ivc arisen entirely from 
** the Union, and that therefore that mea- 
sure ought to he repe aled, although it is 
one upon which, in the opinion qf every 
** rational and dispassionate man, not only 
the interests, but even the permanent, 
safety of the two countries depend. 
•* Nobody can feel more sincerely for the 
sufferings of those manufacturers in 
" Dublin and other parts of Ireland, who 
are out ofemployment, than we do ; but 
surely the way to relieve those ^iiflerings 
is not to attribute them to a wrong cause, 
" and to endeavour first to aggravate the 
" discontent arising from temporary dis- 
" tress, and then to convert it the ser- 
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vice of some political or party purpose. 
The extraordinary and unprecedented 
situation of Europe, owing to the capri- 
» cious but relentless tyranny of the man who 
" unfortunately rules over the greater part qf 
** iV— the violent, and in many instances 
successful efforts that he has made to 
" force commerce out of its natural chan- 
'' nels— the almost total annihilation of 
" Commercial Capital and Credit on the 
" Continent of Europe — the hostile regn- 
latioiis of the American Government— 
" and the eagerness ©f speculation, by 
which the markets of South America 
" were so greatly over-stocked, surely af- 
ford groumls enough to account for the 
recent commercial embarrassments both 
" in GreatBritain and Ireland, without re- 
currip^ to the Union, a measure with 
which they can, by no possibility, have 
" any connection. It might as well have 
** been asserted by those persons in Scot- 
'' land, who were partakers in the general 
distress in i720, that their misfortune was 
occasioned by the Union betiveeii Eng- 
land and Scotland, which happened 
twelve years before. Or it might as 
'' truly now bo said, that the failures in 
'' the City of London in 1810, were to be 
attributed to the Union betw^cen Great 
" Britain and Ireland in 1 800. We trust, 
however, that the .good sense of the 
'' jwjople of Ireland will see through the 
" attempts that arc made to deceive them, 
and that the unremitting exertions of the 
Irish ‘Government will be successful in 
" effectually relieving this temporary em- 

" barrassment.'' Now, as to the point 

at issue, namely, whether the Union has, 
or has not, been the caflse of the manifold 
miseries which, as this writer is obliged to 
! allow, exist in Ireland, what does he say to 
prove, or to make any one believe, the ne- 
gative of the proposition ? Numerous 
bodies in Ireland, con-sisting of intelligent 
and independent men, have declared that 
the Union is the cause of their country's 
misery. And, what does this bold rr- 
proacher say to shew that that opinion 
is not well founded ? Not a single fact, 
or a single argument, does he produce. 
He says, that it has been studiously re- 
" presented in Ireland, that itsembarrass- 
ments have arisen entirely from the 
'' Union, although it m a measure, upon 
"''which, in the opinion. of every rational 
" man, the interests and the very safety 
" of the country depend.^' Thou maef- 
man I This is ^hy way of arguing, is it ? 
This is thy way of proving t6 « tha 
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fashionable world’' that what is going 
forward in Ireland is wicked, and that 
those who support it are leagued in 
hostility towards botii countries r And, 
it is by this soit of ar^uhi^, is it, that 
you and your wise coui<jntois hope* to 
answer nil the able nnd t loquenr repre- 
sentations of the Irish pKiitioners ? No: 
ypu do not J^opc to do this; but, you 
■ entertain Mi.; hope of lu'ing, by such 
means as iIu.m-, able tin inloibe 

halrinl, or to toe ‘*u pM ioi), at iv U'lt, of tlii* 
people of lMj;;l:n\i{, who, it tinut be eoii- 
fesse.l, have :ilv\.'i\s be ii but too yeudij to 
beioiiK* fh(Mlup> s <)rsai h aihluati, insteavl 
of rc'iectiiig with *,^01 II, or, at least, never 
believing hut upon clear pnujf, auv thing 
to the pi’c'judiec of their felio a - subjects in 

Ireland. Tlii^ assailant of the Irish P» - 

litioners telU us, tliut the way relieve 
the sulK rings i>f the pcoiplc of that country 
is, lut. to attubute them to attroz/i' 

enust:.^* ViTy true, and, therefore, the 
Irish iVlitioncrs aiti ibutc them to a riy^/u 
oiuse. At h ast, so they say, and S(j 1 shall 
believe, till the contrary lx; sltoWii ; and 
this their assailant I as not atteinpted to do, 
except 111 a way that tends to confirm, in- 
stead of to shako, the opinions of the Pc- 
tiiioners. lie tells us, tli:U the miseries of 
Ireland do not arise fiom the Lhion, but, 
from Nttpolean^ s sic'iy upon the continent cf 
Buropt and the e\euis grovving out of it. 
Now, this m Lj bo true enough, and, in part, 
it i$, J believe, true; but, thm, what* was 
the cause, and what is the cans.', of Na- 
poleon's having that sway? This is the 
ijuestion; and, if tlic Irish belie/6, tlKit 
the Union has contributed to the cri ating 
of Napoleon's power, which, in divers 
W'ays it may, then, even upon the assertion 
of this vviiter, tliey \\xc. tight in complain- 
ing of the clKcls of the Union. But, 

the gruumi, upon wl.s; h this writer goes 
is wholly false. The miseiies of Ireland 
are n t of a •nierenntilc nature ; if they 
we'.’e they w'ould be ten^permy; and, if 
they had been of this son, would the con- 
tinent of ^merica now bo peopled with 
the sons and daughters of Ireland ? Ire- 
land's, if T niay be allowed the expression, 
is a disease of the m nd, or, rather* of the 
heart; and, wliiiiever maybe the way to 
cure her, lliat vrhich is pursued by this 
writer and his fcllow-labourera certainly is 
not the way ; but, on the contrary, if any* 
thing can make the inatrer worse ; if any i 
thing can add to the puigiiancy of iliathoari- I 
corroding disease, it is the i^anguage ot re- 
proach and of accttiution, which, uusup- 
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ported by any thing to proTC the justice 
of it, they scruple not, upon all occasions, 
to assume. - — - We arc here told, that this 
is “ a moment when the pressure of public 
" dauiier ouyht to call forth the exertions <f 
** every iiitliviJunl to secure the general safe* 
** iy” AikI, what arc the means that he 
employs b» favour this cirect ? Why, the 
acciHiiig <;1 a ;.;icat pait of the people, and 
of liio mo; t iiiLt lligent and active of the 
pi oph** of lie! Old, nf a ilesirc to emhuirass 
ihe ^orernme, it ; to </./;; the spirit of the 
nat on; ami, in a woid, “ to setie the cause 
rj cur hn citrate t>ic my.'* '1 hose are the 

means that he employs for calbriu forth 
the zealous exertiMiis of every individual 

to secure the general safety. But, heic 

again wo arc protented with nothing new* 
It is the stale practice of seventeen years. 
It is, indeed, the piactico pursued by all 
:>ucl! persons in all times of our history ; 
though never so iintch as of late, and never 

with ccmsecjucnces so visibly fatal. 

One might, hovvjver, have Imped to sic 
this practice, in the; pre.soiil circumstances, 
tlisconiinueil, it hus been openly de- 
clared hi Parliament, tb;:ttheie la n l'rench 
Party in Ireland ; not a few contem[)tll>le 
persons aiinched to tlierreiich; not merely 
a little /action; but a ; and, upon 

that grouiid, a:i Act iuas passed, and is still 
kept in existence. And, the wiiier, who 
now thus reproaches the Irish Pclitipncrs, 
has, MTy l.aicly, said, that Ireland is a<* 
UtoiAed •u.iih French conspiracies, that an 
army is uccessaiy ihoe, though none be ne- 
cessary In Ungland. One might have 
imped, ilioii, ihar, under such circum* 

I stances, and especially when w'e see Na- 
polemi drawing his maritime mcansaround 
us, and when all the world must know, 
that Ireland is our vulnerable point; 

, under such circumstances, with such a 
1 crowd of powerful motives fuV conciliation, 
one might have liopod to see every Biiglish 
writer carefully abstain from imputations 
like those which 1 have cite d above, and 
wiiicli are manifestly calculated, if not in- 
tended, to cut oIVthe possibility of all con^ 
ciliation ; than which it is not in my power 
to form an idea of any thing more odious 
or more wicked. 

Portugal. 1 had something further 

to say upon the atl’airs of Ireland, which 
is more dear to us than all the world be- 
sides, hut, perceiving an attenipt, in the 
Morning Post of this day, to deprive us, 
to rob us, to steal away slyly* our army in 
Portugal, I could not refrain iVom employe 
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»ng tlift small space 1 have left, in crying 

‘‘ Uop thief '* The attempt is us follows ; 

The British army now iii Portugal 

** nmomtt to ii^,OCA) /ifh}ing tng/i, all in ex- 
«' cellent health and spirits. Ot theMC'21-,000 
** are undf‘r tlie immediate cnmmand of lord 
“ Wellington, iiu ivnling gen. IIilTs divi- 
Sion, 'flte remainder are at Toinar, 
under general Leith, with the exception 
** of one regiment at Lisbon. Porther r* - 
infurcernenis will soon out f'orn this 
oountiy. '1 he 7!}th ai>. i (Mlh hr.ve ?l- 
“ ready left Cadiz for l*i rTugal; luomore 
regiments are. t<j hdlow ; and another 
c<nps i''> d lily expe<'u d Irom inutli Ariio- 
“ nc.*; so tir.u m a ifiojt time our foicc in 
<* Portugal will be \ery formidable. Still, 
** however, il will he J/ir out ?w inhered hy 
“ ifuit of the enemy, as ajipears bv Massena's 
PriMdainalion, aliii h ii'^seiis tliat he has 
'• under his ordeis 110,000 men. This, 
“ we need not say, will be an iirefiagable 
•* authoriiy in the eyes of the Jaciiotts 
wi/hrs among ns, who have 5o tfien xtnteU 


no ** factious writer,'' it was your mad and 
“ loyal" »elf, who said, and who ^uwvd 
and swore, that Massena’s army was w asn’t* 
ing away with sickness and want. It wail 
yourself who said this, and who reproached 
the Morning Chronicle for expressing its 
disbelief of your assertions. You liave, 
for w'eek.s past, filled your columns with 
accounts of the wasted slate of the French 
armVi attfl with whatever appeared most 
likely to cause the public to btdievc, that 
ours was the army of super iur pniecr. .Did 
you not tell us, that Ma-.sena was /v/rcrt/- 
attr? D.d \ ou not tell us, tfiat loid Tala- 
veia possessed, under Napoleon's own 
hand, a dor laiatioii that it Wrf.s out of the 
power of ihe latter to stml assistance to 
the former, and even that Napoleon ex- 
pected Ta lav era to beat M.issena ? 

A;'>d, do you now call out again.<u “ ihe 
wriuus," who vvouhl fain make 
tlio v.orld believe, that Masseiia's army ifc 

iL'c d: and ^ So, so ' You now tell 

113 , ihur, a ier all, our army** will be^hr 


** I\lass€ita*s army did not cjCcrd .S5,(iO<) ! ** otii-numhen (I hy the enemy/* So the 

M.. riling (’rnoint le said, and you abused 
him fur ii, and for the cmu liiMons ihui he 
drew theielrorn ; and, now you aie ;ibu!*- 
ing him, .md any one ela’, who sh.iil say, 

that our army in not oul-nuinbered. 11 

this be not inaoness, ii is sunn iliing a 

creat deal wuiso. B^t, the worst of all 

■\Vc be- j IS, the attempt to steal oif our Portuguese 
from our 1 army of 30 lliouMind men ; that 30 ihou- 


** rtu n, and that if l/iat numher, no ieits than 
** ivetr nek M is>< tin's own a'‘Ser- 

‘* tiuii will also prove tho correciiiess of 
'* our information, when, from other 
'* sources of iiiteiligenc*^ wc esttmatid 
*« the enemy's fone at 8.^, 000 men, imh peri- 
** dently of lrirg‘> ieinfon i rn< nis, wlutli 
«* vvuc ilien pOumig irno Spain. 

** iie\e the latcsi nlhci<d adrict s 


« at my »n J^urtug.d are ol iho lOth iilt. ! vaiul meii^, wh<»ni we, the people of this 


“The liencli li d tin ii coinmeijced th 
“ sieg‘ of Ahiifida, and lord \N elliiigton 
** was coiKcntraimg his forces, among 
“ other objects, wnh a vu w of compelling 
** the French to keep in a Collected body, 
“ and tfius incri asc. lln ir diflii uliies as to 
** supplies. The la?t ])iivaie jotters from 
•» our army arc of tlic 2t).h. They state 
“ that lord Wellbigt ui had removed his 
“ l'.cad-(jiiaiters to Alverca, and that our 
“ out-piisi'j extendi d to within eight or 
“ ten milesoi Piiih !/' — Here we calciihim 
in ihe fact. W'hai, then, do you sink our 
Portugm'se urmy of .30 thousand fightirig 
men and the 20 linnisand Porlugaeae Mi- 
litia and the *20 thousand men under Uo- 
mana and others who were co operating 
wnh our army ol 00 ihuusand men and 
20 thousa'id Miiiiia in Poitugal ? Do you 
mean to sink all ihe^e, and all the nume- 
rous dcieric r.s,too, h orn tln^ French' army 
All the hiin<lri(l.s and thousands of Vtd^s 
and Sxi'iss and Ueri ans and ItuUnns and 
even French, who, we were Uild, over and 
over a-ain, had deserted r-— — N? » it w-as 


€'0-intry /irc payiay. Oh, no: you sliall 
iv«l ! IVeh ive an army o/ (K) TiiOUSAJSD 
FI(rfJJiN(T yl/AiV in Fonu^ut, and ihc 
I existence of iJial aiiny, il no one else will 
maintain it, shall be miTirit'diiied to the 
Iasi by 

• W^. COBBEIT. 

State Prison, JVWugttie, Tuesday, 
i 1 th September, 1810. 
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PQWTVG\\..-^Treaty rf Amity, Commercc,(md 
I^uvipatum hvivceen las lintamae Majesty 
and fas Royal ilnfimas the Prune lUficnt 
of JFoitugfd,-^Si;>ned at Hio de Janeiro, 
the iiUh of i'thruary, Concluded 

from p. 320.^ ^ 

It is understood, that 

any .such reduction so granted by either 
party to the oiher, .sljall rj‘»t be granted 
afterwards (e.xccpt upon tbe same terms 
.rnd lor the same couipcnsatioiij in fa- 
vour of any other state or nation wkint* 
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soc\'er. And this declaration is to be 
considered as reciprocal on the part of 

the two high contracting parties. XX. 

But as there arc some articles of the 
growth and produce of Brazil which are 
excluded from the markets and liome 
consumption of the British dominions, 
such as Sugar, Cotlee, and other articles 
similar to the produce of the British Co- 
lonics, his Britannic Majesty, willing to 
favour and protect (as much as possible) 
the .Commerce of the subjects of his 
Koyal Highness the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, ronsents, and permits, that the 
said articles, as well as all otlier the growth 
and produce of Brazil, and all other parts 
of the Portuguese dominions, may be re- 
ceived and warehoused in all the ports of 
his dominions, which shall be law a}>- 
pointed to be warehousing ports for those 
articles, for the purpose of re-exportniion, 
under duo regulation, exempted from the 
greater duties with which they would be 
charged were they destined for consump- 
tion vdthifi the British doiiiiiiions, and 
liable only to the reduced iluiies and ex- 
pcnccs on warel'ousing and re-exporta- 
tion. XXL In like inamicr, notwith- 

standing the general privilege of admis- 
sion thus grunted in the fifteenth article 
of the present treaty by his Royal High- 
ness the rriiuc Regent of Portugal, in fa- 
vour of all goods and merchandizes, ihe 
produce and manufuciure of the British 
dominions; his R<»yal Highness rtiserves 
to himself the right of iinpositfg heavy, 
and even prohibitory duties on all arti(!les 
known by the name of British Eitst Indian 
goods and West Indian produce, such as 
sugar and coilee,‘ which cannot be ail- 
mitted for consumption in the Porttiguese 
dominions, by reason of the same prin- 
ciple ol colonial policy, which prevents 
the free admission into the British domi- 
lions of corresponding articles of Bra- 
zilii.n produce. But his Royal Highness 
fhe Prince Regent of Portugal consents 
rtiat all the ports of his dominions, where 
there are or may be Custom Houses, shall 
be free ports for the reception and admis- 
sion of all articles w'hatsoever, the pro- 
duce or manufacture of the British domi- 
nions, not destined for the consumption of 
the place, at which they may be received 
or admitted, but lor re-exportation, cJlher 
for other ports of the dominions of Por- 
tugal, or for those of other states. And 
the articles thus received and admitted 
(subject to due regulations) shall be ex- 
empted from the duties^ with which they 
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would be charged if destined for the con- 
sumption of the place at which they be 
landed or warehoused, and liable only to 
the same expences that may be paid by 
articles of Brazilian produce received and 
warehoused for re-exportation in the ports 
of his Britannic Majesty’s dominions.—— 
XXII. His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, in order to facilitate 
and encourage the legitimate commerce, 
not only of the subjects of Great Britain, 
but also of those of Portugal, with other 
states adjacent to his own dominions, and 
w'ilh a view also to augment and secure 
that part of his own revenue which is de- 
rived from the collection of warehousing 
duties upon merchandize, is pleased to de- 
clare the port of Saint Catherines to be a 
free port, according to the terms mention- 
ed in the' preceding article of the present 

treaty, XXIIl. His Royal Highness the 

Prince Regent of Portugal being desirous 
to place the system of commerce an- 
nounced by the present Treaty, upon the 
most extensive basis, is pleased to take the 
opportunity aiForded by it, of publishing 
the dctcimination pre-conceived in his 
Royal Highness’s mind of rendering Goa 
a free port, and of permitting the free to- 
leration of all Religious Sects whatever in 
that City and in its Dependencies.—— 
XXIV. All trade with the Portuguese 
possessions situated upon the Eastern 
(’oast of the (’ontiiient of Africa (in arti- 
cles not included' in the exclusive con- 
tracts possessed by llie Crown of Portugal) 
which may have been formerly allowed 
to the subjects of Great Britain, is con- 
firmed and secured to them now, and for 
ever, in the same manner as the trade 
which has hitherto been permitted to Por- 
tuguese subjects in tlie ports and seas of 
Asia confirmed and secured to them by 
virtue of the Sixth Article of the present 

Treaty. XXV. But in order to give 

due effect to that system of perfect reci- 
procity which the two High Contracting 
Parlies are willing to establish as the 
b^is of their mutual relations^ his Britan- 
nic Majesty consents to wave the right of 
creating factories or incorporated bodies 
of British Merchants, under any name or 
description whatsoever, within the domi- 
nions of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal ; provided, however, 
that tins concession in favour of the wishes 
of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
of Portugal shall not deprive the subjects 
of his Britannic Majesty, residing within 
the dom jtions of Portugal, of the full eii- 
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joyment as individuals engaged in com- 
merce, of any of those rights and privi- 
leges which they did or might possess as 
members of incorporated commercial bo- 
dies; and also that the commerce and 
trade carried on by British subjects shall 
not be restricted, annoyed, or otherwise 
affected by any commercial company 
whatever, possessing exclusive privileges 
and favours within the dominions of Por- 
tugal. And his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal does also engage, that 
he will not consent nor permit that any 
other nation or state shall possess factories 
or incorporated bodies of merchants with- 
in his dominions, so long as British facto- 
ries shall not be established therein.— — — 
XXVI. The two High Contracting Par- 
ties agree, that they will forthwith proceed 
to the revision of all other former Treaties 
subsisting between the two Crowns, for the 
purpose of a.scertaining what stipulations 
contained in them are in the present state 
of affairs proper to be continued or renew- 
ed. It is agreed and declared, that the sti- 
pulations contained in former Treaties con- 
cerning the admission of the wines of Por- 
tugal on the one hand, and the woollen 
cloths of Great Britain on the other, shall 
at present remain unaltered. In the same 
manner it is agreed, that the favour, privi- 
leges, and immunities granted by either 
Contracting Party to the subjects of the 
other, whether by Treaty, Decree, or 
Alvara, shall remain uitaltercd, except the 
power granted by former Treaties, of car- 
rying in the ships of either country goods 
and morchandize.sof any description what- 
ever, the property of the enemies of the 
other country, which power is now mutu- 
ally and publicly renounced and abrogat- 
ed, XXVII. The reciprocal liberty of 

commerce and navigation, declared and 
announced by the present Treaty, shall be 
considered to extend to all goods and 
merchandizes whatsoever, except those 
articles the property of the enemies of 

cither power, or contraband of war. 

XXVill. Under the name of contraband 
or prohibited articlesshall bo comprehend- 
ed not <fnly arms, cannon, harquebusses, 
mortars, petards, bombs, grenades, saucis- 
ses, carcasses, carriages for cannon, musket 
rests, bandoliers, gunpowder, match, salt- 
petre, ball, pikes, swords, head pieces, 
helmets, cuirasses, halbeits, javelin^, iiol- 
sters, belts, horses, and their harness, but 
generally all other articles that may have 
been specified as contraband in any for- 
mer Treaties concluded by Gres^ Britain 


or by Portugal with other powers. But 
goods which have not been wrought into 
the form of warlike instruments, or which 
cannot become such, shall not be reputed 
contraband ; much less such as have been 
already wrought and made up for other 
purposes ; all which shall be deemed not 
contraband, and may be freely carried by 
the subjects of both Sovereigns even to 
places belonging to an enemy, excepting 
only such places as are besieged, block- 
aded, or invested by sea or land. - — - 
XXIX. In case any ships or vessels of 
war, or nurchantnien, .should be ship- 
wrecked on the coasts of either of the 
High Contra( ting Parties; all such parts 
of the said ships or vessels, or of the furni- 
ture and appurtenances thereof, as also of 
goods and merchandizes as shall be saved, 
or the pit)fluce thereof, shall be faithfully 
lestored upon the same being claimed by 
the proprittois or their factors duly au- 
thorised, paying only the cxpenccs incur- 
red in the preservatjon thereof, according 
to the rale of salvage settled on both si(lc«< 
(.saving at the same time the rights and. 
customs of each nation, the abolition or 
modilicatioii of which shall, however, be 
treated upon in the cases where they shall 
be contrary to the stipulations of the pre- 
sent article ;) and the High Contracting 
Parties will mutually interpose their au- 
thority, that such of thetr subjects as shall 
take advantage of any such misfortune, 

may who severely punished. XXX. 

And, forihe greater security and liberty 
of commerce and navigation, it is further 
agreed, 4hat both his Britannic Majesty 
and his Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent of Portugal, .shall not only refuse to 
receive any pirates or sea-rovers whatso- 
ever into any of their Jiavens, ports, cities, 
or towns, or permit any of their subjects, 
citizens, or inhabitants, on either part, to 
receive or protect them in their ports, to 
harbour them in their houses, or to assist 
them in any manner whatsoever; but fui^ 
tber, that they shall cause all such pirates 
and sea-rovers, and all persons who shall 
n eive, conceal, or a.s.sist them* to be 
brought to condign punishment, for a ter- 
ror and example to others. And all their 
ships, with the goods or merchandizes 
taken by them, and brought into the ports 
belonging to cither of the High*Contract- 
ing Parties, shall he seized as far as they 
can be discovered, hnd shall be restored 
to the owners, or the factors duly autho- 
rised or deputed by them in writing, proper 
evidence being first given to prove the 
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property, «v«n. m case such eK&cts sUouId 
/lave into other hanrls by sale, 

if it be Mcertained that ihe buyers 
kuew or tni'ght have known that thev 

had been piratical I y taken. XXXI 

Pot the future security of coinruerce 
aand friendship betw»'eii the subj^rts oi' 
his Britannic ^Majesty, and Ins Koy‘»I 
Highne.ss the Prim*; Ke^ent of Pt)r'U<;a!, 
ami to the end that iheir mutual ^ooij 
understamlin^f may be p escr\* il fioiii dl 
int'Ti'uption and clistvii banco, it i*, con- 
cluded and agreed, that il at any time 
there &houj<l arise any dii..yre* ment, 
breach of friendship, or riJf)tM'e heraveen 
the crowns of the, liiiTji corvractur^ pa'^n.s, 
which God fnbid, (which ni; luu‘ sault 
not be deemed to exist until the rec .tiling 
or sending home of the ri'SjKc‘i\o Am- 
lia.Hsadors and IVlinisters) tin* wabjects of 
each of the two p \iMies re^aliiig in the d* - 
minions of llie ciLlier, shall have the pri- 
vilege of remaining and (ontir.mair tie ir 
trulc ilu rein, wlilmul a'i> m, inner of in- 
tcrmpiion, so long as they bi hafe pca< c- 
ahly, and commit no tn'icnee agaioit the 
laws and ordinance^; and in < ase their 
conduct should render them .sus|)(;c ed, 
and the respcctlvo goviranitnls snould lie 
obliged to order lluin to lemovc, the 
term of twelve momhs shall he allowed 
them for thiit puijmse, in order that they 
may n iiie w i h ihcir t iVect'. and properly, 
whether ( niriKteil to individuals, oi to the 
•tali'. At tho same, tune ii is to la'amdc r- 
afctood that tliii t'avonr is not to lie«exienih.l 
to those who shall act in any mannrr con 

W'Riy to the estabiislied laws. tX-XX!]. 

It is agreed and stipuk.ted by the Jii^h 
Contracting Parties, that tin, pi* so.jt'.riea.y 
shall he uuli iiiied in point of duration, 
that the o])!igalion« and condnioitj e.x- 
pressed or implied in it shall l<%* pe»pcoial 
and immutable; aild they shad not be 
changed (,r aft'eeted m any ^uimer oi 
case Ids Ro\al Highness tlu* i i au-c 
^ent of Pmtugal, his heirs or ce .‘(.is, 
ahoi.ld agai.n establish the scat e:'thi* Por- 
tUgiiesc jMonarchy within the I'mapt .m 
doniini'ons of that Crown. — — XXXiIi, 
But thu two high (mntr.\cliiig pauics do 
reserve to themselves the right of jointly 
examining and rov.sing the jcvcral Ar- 
ticles of this 'I’rcaty at the expiration of 
15 years, counted in the first instann* 
front the date of the exchange of liie K.y i* 
ficsktiun there of,and of then proposing, dip* 
cussing, amd making such amendments or 
addition's, as the r* al interests of their re* 
i^cuvasab^ecta^may ^mUxre^utru Ji 


being understood that any siipulatif>n which 
at the period of revision of the Treaty 4 m !1 
he objected to by either of the high con- 
tracting parties, shall be considered a-t sus- 
pended in its operation until the discussion 
concerning that stipulation shall be termi- 
nal d, doe notice being previously given 
to the other contracting party of the in- 
tended su.spension of such stipulation, for 
the purpose of avoiding mutual inconve- 
nience. XXXIV. I he several stipular 

lions and conditions of ihe preseiu Treaty 
shall bf^iii to have elfi ct from the (late 
of hi.s Briiannic jVlajesty^s Kai lication 
tln rt'of ; am! the imi'uai exchange of Ra- 
tdicalion .•*liall tuke pl.ice in the city of 
London \\ thin the spm e of four months, 
or .soi-iier if p».s*ib’e, to be (ornpuled fiom 
'tie day of ilu^ signature of tlie preseut 
T/eaty. . 

In Wi'rns^ wherf oT, We the Under- 
'itjnrd, Pn nlpoientiai ie^ of his Hriiaimic 
Al.'jesly iiid of hi' lv ’\ai Hichne^s the 
J^rnice Reji-.n o( P‘ r'ug.d, in Milue of 
our rej,eci't? tiill powei^s, have signed 
the pr. M-ni 'IVe ity with onr liaiuU, and 
Irivc caused the of our aims to be set 
th.*irto 

Dime in tin- ci y Janeiro, on 

tile nineteen*. h day of Fehniarv, in the 
year of our Lord one tboua.md ( ighl bun- 
dn d and ten. 

(L. S) Strasi rfiKD, 

(L. S.) iip. Linuare'j. 


Am erica . — fa 1,i '^if^hiture ; iijr- 
lnut fiom liu' An.xur vj Ate Ihuse of 
I(i l»ri.uiiti.if.>.fS to ■ (V *; ertiot SpeCb'h : 
Jituc 11. ( L'uncludcfi ft ^nn p, 1 1) Z.) 

J'iiiS 11011^*0 ar- 
dently dc'-ir- tiiai tin-* ol thingg 

nivjy b^j cbaitg^Hl. A\ijd altljongb expec- 
t.Uion i-; airnosi de-stroVv-’d, yet we cannot 
tbibe«r to liop*- tliat these nalions will 
relin ii to a seii.-.o ol jUolue and of duty, 
lb.it they will {jive io ibis country a fr«*e 
enj(;yinent of liir-,e winch are 

her righu, rmd of wlii; li in a moniCMt of 
i '.sviess opprcijsion, she has been unjustly 
deprived. Jn any event, we feci confi- 
dent that under the au.spice.s of those 
vviinn tlm people have selected as the 
depobitojics of their power, cemented hy 
Viisuin and harmony, and with the benig- 
nant .iiiterjiosstion of that providence 
wImcIi has heretofore been the stability 
of oar times, and the strength of our 
saivatioji/' the destinies of tins republic 
will superior to eisd^ting difliculticar^ 
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and be wore firmly fixed in the aficctions 
of our citizens, and the respect of man- 
kind.” 

Washhoton, June 11. — Don Louis de 
Onis, minister plenipotentiary of his Chris- 
tian Majesty, Ferdinand VIL has sent the 
following circular oflicially, to the Consuls 
and Vice-Consuls in the diHcrcnt ports of 
the United States 

** Under date ol’ the 27th of April last, 
I informed by the intendant of Ila- 
vannah, that our king Ferdinand Vil. and 
in his name the Regency of the kingdom, 
has been plea'^ed, under the existing 
circumstances, to grant to neutrals and al- 
lies, admittance into the ports ofHavannah, 
Cuba, Trinidad, and Matangas, with such 
articles as are stipulated in the commer- 
cial ai rangenient of Tree trade of 1778, cm 
condition, that the proceeds of iiiiporta- 
tiuii shall be exported in the fruits or pro- 
duce of the island ; causing by theses 
moans, and the same terms, an extension 
of the trade to the inhabitants ed that island, 
and all the permitted ports thereof. But 
to prevent any contraband trade, or im- 
portation of French produce or manufac- 
tures, it will be rc(piired that sucli ship- 
ments should be accompanied by his Ma- 
jesty’s consuTs certificate, in their respec- 
tive ports of clearance, without which do- 
cuments no vessels will be admitted an 
entry. I comiuunicate this to you, in 
order to publish the same to such imiivi- 
duuls or merchants wiUiin your conoulate, 
whom it may concern, that in no instance 
they may allege ignorance, requesting 
you to give me timely notice after the 
e^xccution of the same. I pray God, &c. 

(Signed) Louis de Oni^.” 


CARAccAS.-^ZZqyu/ Order of Blockade, 

The following Royal Order, dated the 
9 1 St ult. and transmitted through the usual 
channel to the Coiisulale, has been pub- 
lished 

The Council of Regency no sooner 
received the unex[)ccted and disagreeable 
intelligence of the events that have oc- 
curred in the Caraccas, the natives where- 
of, instigated no doubt by some intriguers 
and factious persons, have committed the 
indignity of declaring themselves inde- 
pendent of themolhtir country, and created 
a Junta of government which exercises 
the pretended independent authority, than 
Ills Majesty determined upon taking the 
most active and eOicacious measures to at- 
an ao scandalous both in hs. origin 


and progress. But in, order to proceed 
with that mature deliberation and circutn* 
spection, which a matter of such iiiiporC«> 
ance demands, his Maje^y thouohi it 
proper to advise thereon with ih.* Supreme 
Council of Spain and the Indies. This 
has accordingly been done, and such mea- 
sures liavc con-’cquently been adopt td, as 
his M:iif'?ty entertains no doubt will ac- 
comphsli the ohji*ct in view; more par- 
ticularly as, according to subsequent ac- 
counts, ncilher the Capital and Province 
of Maracaibo, that of C’oro, nor even the 
interior of (^n accas itself, have taken part 
in so criminal a proceeding; but on the 
contrary, that they have not only recog- 
nized the Council of Regency, but also, 
animair'd with the best spirit in favour of 
the people of the mother country, have 
taken ihe^most elhcacious measures to op- 
pose the absurd idea of the Caraccas de- 
claiing themselves iiulependeut, without 
the means of maintaining their independ- 
ence. Ills Majesty has, iicYcrtheless, 
deemed jt indispensable to declare, as he 
hereby declares, tin* Provinci: of the Ca- 
raccas to be in a state f)f rigorous blockade ; 
ordering that no vessels shall enter the 
ports thereof, under pain of being detain- 
ed by the cniizcis and vessels of his Ma- 
jesty, and forbidding all ComiinindanU 
and Chiefs civil or military of any of the 
provinces or dominioris*of liis Majesty, to 
autiiorize ves<*.c)M to proceed to La Guiara, 
or to. grant permits or licences to any 
vessel bound thereto, or to any port or 
creek of the said Province; and further, 
cominamling that all vessels sailing there- 
from uiiitlier'jocvcr boniiJ, .shall Im .--cized, 
detained, and contiscatcft; and in order 
to carry thiji measure into etlect, his Ma- 
jesty is forwarding a snilicient naval force 
to prevent any vc.'.sel Trom entering or de- 
parting from the ports of the said Province. 
-—His Majesty also directs that all the Com- 
mandants and Chiefs of the Provinces con- 
tiguous to the said Province, do obstrusit 
the introduction therein of any descrip- 
tion of provisions, arms, or stores, and like- 
wise tlic exportation of the productions of 
its soil or indu.^try ; and that they exert 
themselves to cut oft‘ all communication 
with the mliribiiants of the said Province. 
—This royal resolution does not extend fo 
such Provinces of that Captain-gTneral.drip 
as^ declining to follow the pernicious ex- 
ample of that of the Caraccas, have ma- 
nifested their constant fidelity, by re«- 
nounemg the project of rebellion, which 
has solely orig^boted in the unbounded 
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ambition of some of the inhabitants^ and 
the blind credulity of the rest, in suffering 
themselves to be hurried away by the in- 
flamed passions of their fellow-country- 
men. llis Majesty has taken the proper 
means for the complete extirpation of these 
evils, and chastising the authors thereof 
with all the rigour which the rights of so- 
vereignty authorise him to exercise, if 
they do not previously make a voluntary 
submission ; in which case his Majesty 
grants them a general pardon.— His Ma- 
jesty-orders that these dispositions be cir- 
culated in his dominions for the purpose 
of being carried into effect, and also in 
foreign parts, that they may conform 
themselves to the measures adopted for 
the blockade of the above mentioned 
coasts; and by order of his Majesty 1 
transmit the same to your Hojiour for 
your information,” &c. 


Sicily. — Official Note of the Council of Re- 
gency of the Kingdoms of Spain and the 
Indies, to the Chevalier Robertone, 
Charge d* Affaires of his Majesty the 
King of the Tteo Sicilies, Dated Cadiz, 
July l[), 1810. 

The Council of Regency of the king- 
doms of Spain and the Indies, to. whom I 
have communicated the Note which 1 had 
th's honour of rec/nving from you, under 
date of the Gth iiist. feels the greatest 
concern, that an affair, (the nature of which 
never should have produced any effect con- 
trary to the good opinion and unalterable 
attachment which the august Que^ii of the 
Two Sicilies most justl}^ possesses to the 
good cause, to the great sacrifices she 
made in its support, and to the known 
firmness of her character and principles) 
could ever give riseto the slightest motive 
in some members of the British Parlia* 
ment, for entertaining any doubts of the 
continuation of the system, to which the 
(lourt of the Two Sicilies has invariably 
adhered.— rA small degree of reflection, as { 
to the authenticity of the supposed letter | 
written by Napoleon (o the Queen of the 
Two Sicilies, will necessarily shew, that 
even in case of its being authentic, it is 
very improbable that he ever sfarould have 
entrusted any one with a copy for the sake 
of haviojpit published, and still less that it | 
should mil into the hands of a woman 
writing to her husband or lover in Spain. 
Besides, how is it possible that Napoleon 


should have made use of the language 
coniaine(Lin this letter in addressing him- 
self to a Queen, whose principles are en- 
tirely opposed to his, and whose hatred to 
his person could not have been manifested 
in a stronger manner, since he usurped 
the French throne, a throne stained with 
the blood of so many illustrious victims, 
among whom was her Majesty’s own 
sister ? — The Council of Regency have 
looked upon this letter as spurious from 
the very first moment it came to thdfr 
knowledge througli the Badajoz Diary, 
and the circumstance of its not having 
been permitted to appear in the Gazette 
of Government proves the truth of this.— 
Could his Majesty (the Council of Re- 
gency) have imagined that such a pro- 
duction could have been productive of the 
least alteration towards the Court of the 
Two Sicilies in the British Parliament, or 
in the minds of the British Ministry, he 
would have ordered the publication of 
some Paper demonstrating the slender 
foundation of the letter in question, and 
would moreover have adopted other mea- 
sures, which he might have thought pro- 
per, to discredit it. Ilis Majesty is, how- 
ever, fully convinced, that the English 
Cabinet is too well informed, and possesses 
too much sagacity, to be misled by so im- 
probable a letter, or that it could occasion 
the least alteration in the opinion hitherto 
entertained of the inviolable principles of 
the Court of the Two Sicilies. Your mind 
ought, therefore, to be perfectly at ease as 
to this point. — Those who, under the sup- 
posed restriction of the press, argue that 
from the very circumstance of this letter 
being printed in Spain, it must be genu- 
ine, are but ill-informed of the actual 
state of the Peninsula in this respect. 
True it is, that the liberty of the press is 
not authorised by law, riur expiessiy per- 
mitted by Government ; but, notwith- 
standing this, there exists an equivalent 
toleration ; particularly the Diary of Ba- 
dajoz, which, being printed under no autho- 
rity, uses much liberty in every thing it 
writes. — On the other hand, no original can 
be traced to which recourse might be had ; 
and whatever the letter of Madame Beuret 
Cellerlermay be, such as it is, it cannot 
be noticed, and still less the copy in- 
cluded of the supposed letter to Napoleoiij 
this lady not being known. 

(To be continued,) 
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But, Gentlemen, there are men, who entertain very diftercnt opinions of the Liberty of the Press • 
** that this Liberty is to be all on one side. In Russia, Gentlemen, there is great [.iberty of Pn ss* 
** provided you publish nothing but praise on the good Empre&s.” Krskinb’s Defence of Paine, n9'2* 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD; 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE 


Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN AND FARM.ERS 
IN AND NRAR SALISBURY. 

Letter IV. 

Schemes for paying off the National Debt^ 
Former Sinking Funds — Origin cf lHtt*s 
Grand Sinking Fund — Changes made by 
Pitt’s sway in the state qf this country — Grand 
Sinking Fund Act^Purposes qf' it — 7%e 
Commissioners and their manner qf proceeding 
— Hcojo they would buy up Grizzle Grcen^ 
horn’s share qf the Dcbt-^lVhat redemption 
rneans — Commissioners step into Grizzle’s 
shoes — We still are taxed fof the interest-^ 
Evils of the Grand Sinking Fund — What 
would be really redeeming — American mode qf 
Redeeming^Statement qf the increase of the 
interest on the Debt — Clause in Pitt’s Grand 
Sinking Fund Act for ceasing to pay interest, 
in 1 808, upon Stock bought up. 

Gentlemen, 

Our next business is to inform ourselves 
correctly with respect to the Schemes, 
which, at different times, have been on 
foot for PAYING OFF THE NATIONAL 
DEBT, and about which paying off we 
have, all our lives long, heard so much. 

We have seen how the Debt has gone 
on increasing from its first existence lo the 
present day; we have seen how the Ex- 
pences of the nation and the Taxes of the 
nation have gone on increasing with the 
debt ; we have also seen that the increase 
of the Bank-Notes has kept pace with the 
rest, till those notes have, at \wAi,Ariva% the 
gold coin out qf crrcidation. This last is the 
evil, for which the Bullion Committee 
have endeavoured to find out a remedy, 
and such a remedy they appear to think 


that they have found, in an Act of Parlia- 
ment which they propose to be passed for 
causing the Bank Company to pay their 
promissory notes in gold and silver in two 
years* time. One of our principal objects, 
in this discussion, is, to enable ourselves (o 
form a correct opinion as to the practical 
bility of this remedy, even at the end of two 
years ; and, as we have, from what has al- 
ready 1/feen shown, good reason to believe, 
that the quantity of bank notes, the excess 
of which has driven the gold out of circu- 
lation, cannot be lessened unless the Debt 
be also diminished, it is necessary for us to 
ascertain what has been done or attempt- 
ed, and what is likely to be done, in the 
way of causing such diminution. 

From very early stages of the Debt ; 
indeed, almost from the very beginning of 
it, there were measures proposed for pay^ 
ing it off, the idea of an everlasting Debt, 
and an everlasting hiortgagc upon the 
nation*s means, being at first, .something 
too frightful for our upright and sensible 
ancestors to bear. Propositions, and even 
provisions, were at diilerent times accord- 
ingly Inade for paying off parts of the 
Debt, and some comparatively small sums 
were, in the early stages of the progress, 
actually paid off; the Debt became less, 
and less interest wa$, of course, paid upon 
it. Still, however, as new wars came on, 
new sums were borrowed ; and, as lend- 
ing money to the government was found 
i to be a profitable trade ; as so many per- 
sons of influence found their advantage in 
the loaning transactions, the money was 
always easily enough raised. ^But, yet 
there continued to be a talk of paying off 
the Debt; and, in time, a part of the 
yearly (axes were set aside for that pur- 
pose, which part of the taxes so set aside 
was called a SINKING FUNQ. 

• These being words, which, as belonging 
to our present subject, are of vast import- 
ance, it is necessary for us to have a clear 
notion of their meaning. The word fund, 
as was before observed in Letter 11^ page 
M 
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201, means a f/uantity of money put together 
for any purpose ; and, in the instance be- 
fore us, the word Sinking appears to have 
been preRxed to the word Fund in order 
to characterize, or describe, the particular 
purpose, or use, of the taxes so set apart ; 
namely, to the purpose of sinking, or re- 
ducing, Of diminishing, or lessening, the Debt. 
So that the of which wc have 

all heard so much, and of which most of 
Hfi have known so little, means, in other 
words, in words better to be understood, a 
J,essming Fmd, and whether the thing has, 
ill its, Operation, hitherto, answered to its 
name, we shall by-and-by see, if, indeed, 
we have not seen enough to satisfy us upon 
this point in the increase of the Debt, as 
exhibited in the foregoing Letter. 

The amount of taxes thus set ap4rt, or, 
to use the words with which we must now 
grow familiar, the Sinking Funds, which 
were, time after time, established, were 
in many cases, applied to other pur- 
poses than that for which they wese des- 
tined, or intended. Indeed, 'they seem, 
for many years, to have been very little 
better than purses made up at one time 
and spent again at another, without an- 
swering any rational purpose at all ; and, 
accordingly, the nation does not appear to 
have paid any great attention .o them, or 
lo have considered tliem as of any consc- 
r|uence. until the year 1786, when the pre- 
sent GRAND SINKlNGFUNDwasestab- 
lished by Pjtt, who, but a little wlkle be- 
fore, had been made Prime Minister, and 
whose system has continued to this day. 

Gentlemen, we are now entering upon 
a part of our subject, which not oiily de- 
znaiids an uncommon portion of y^our at- 
tention, but, into the discussion of which 
you w'ill, I hope, cany such a spirit of 
impartiality as shall subdue all the preju- 
dices of party and dissipate all the mists 
of if^norance which have therefrom arisen. 
It is, even yet, impossible to mention the 
name of Pitt, without exciting feelings 
that struggle haid against reason, and that, 
in some minds, overcome it. During his 
administration, the nation was divided 
into two parties, so hostile to eaeft other, 
that bpth we^re easily made subservient to 
his views ; and, it is, with every man who 
really loves his country, matter of deep, 
regret, that tJie same, or nearly the same, 
divisions continue to the present day. 

It ii not for me, who at ohe time, really 
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looked upon Pitt as the greatest minister 
that England ever saw, to reproach others, 
"who may still be as ignorant of the truth as I 
ttfos then, for their attachment to his me- 
mory, for their high opinion of the 
schemes of his inventing, and for their 
blind adoration of those sclieines ; but when: 
they have, as 1 have, taken a fair and full 
view of all bis measures ; when they have 
compared his deeds with his professions, 
his performances with his promises ; when 
they have seen, that he added threefold 
to our Taxes and our Expenditure, and 
that, notwithslaiuling this, the power and 
the territory of France w^ere extended m 
proportion to the sacriRccs he called upon 
us to make for what he called resisting 
her ; when they sec, that that standard of 
national misery, the poor-rates, rose, 
during his sway, in almost a triple degree ; 
when they see, that the war at the outset 
of which he relied, in no small degree, 
for success upon the destruction qf French 
assignats, did, at the end of four years, 
cause the stoppage of gold and silver 
payments at the Bank of Flngland, and 
that its prolongation has led to a state of 
things, in which a public print, devoted 
to the government, has described tha 
largest class of linglish bank-notes as " rfe- 
*' structive assignats when they see this, 
and when they see, that, the National 
Debt, which he himself called ** the best 
** ally of France ;** when thc}*' see, that 
that Debt, which he, found at 200 mil- 
lions and odd, he left at 600 millions and 
odd, while France, during his wars against 
her, had exchanged her assignats for gold, 
and had extended her territory and her 
sway to a degree w hich made that nation, 
whose power our forefathers despised, aii 
object of continual dread to England ; 
when the former partizansof Pitt see 
this, as they must, aye, and/ec/ it too, will 
they still persist in asserting the wisdom 
of his plans ; and, above all, will they, 
when they see the Debt tripling in amount 
under his hands, still persist in asserting 
the ^icacy of his Sinking Fund, and, upon 
that bare assertion, reject all inquiry intq 
either the nature or the eifect ol that ce- 
lebrated scheme r 

Let us hope, that, in a country boasting 
of the thoughtfulness of its people, there 
can be but very few persons so besotted as 
this ; and, indeed, it is due to the country 
to say, that there do not appear to be any 
such left, excepting amongst those who 
live upon |h« taxes, and whose perverse- 
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ness arises not from their want of informa- 
tion. But, be this as it may, 1 am satisfied 
that you, my Friends and Neighbours, 
who like me, have no interc^ts separate 
from those of our couniry, will not, what- 
ever may have been your prejMdices here- 
tofore, wilfully shut your eyes against the 
truth ; and that you will accompany me 
iji this inquiry with that great attention, 
which, as I before observed, the subject 
tiemaiids. 

Pitt's Sinking Fund was begun in the 
year 1 780, by an Act of Parliannmt (being 
Chapter XXXl of the 2tjtli year of the 
reign of Cieorge III) entitled " An Act 
** for vesting certain sums in Vommissionerst 
'' at the end of eveiy ^Jiuarter of a Year, to 
“ be by tliejn applied to the Reduction of the 
" National Debt." In virtue of * this Act, 
a certain part of the taxes was, in, each 
year, to be p.dd to certain persons, named 
in the Act, as Commissioners for manag- 
ing the concern; and, these taxes toge- 
ther with the accumulations upon them, 
have been, as formerlv, called a Sinking 
Fund. 

It is no matter what was the amoimt of 
the sum, or sums, of money, thus to be 
set apart out of the taxes, and to intro- 
duce particulars of that sort would only 
embarrass our view. Suflico it to know, 
that certain sunii of money, beiii" a part 
of the tuxes, were* set apart, and that, 
with this money, logether with its grow- 
ing interest, the Commissioners, appoiiJt- 
by the Sinking- Fund- Act, were, af fluted 
periods, and with certain limitations in 
their powers^ to redeem the I)^*bt as fast as 
tliey could, ihe wmrd redeem having now 
conic into fashion instead of th^ word pay 
of. It is of no consequence what were 
the periods, what w'ere the days of the 
week or the limes of the moon, when this 
work of redemptif)!! W'as to be performed. 
The effect is what we have to look after ; 
but, in order to have a clear view of even 
that, we must see the manner of doiny the 
thing, the manner of redeeming or paying 
off the Debt ; for, Without that, we shall 
be continually expor.ed to be bewildered 
and deceived ; and, indeed, we shall be 
quite unable to form any thing like a 
clear notion of what the ISinking Fund 
really is. 

The Commissioners, with the money 
thus put under their care and manage- 
nieiit, were to purdme up indi- 


viduals, which stock wo’dd then become 
the property of the nation. Rut, stay. Wo 
must go gently on here, or wu hi ,o our- 
selves ill a moment. We must, indeed^ 
not proceed a step further, r.ll wc havo 
gone back to Letter II, at pages 2i)3, 294, 
2.95, and have taken another look, and 
refreshened our memories as to what 
STOCK means. Having dorte so, and 
read on to the end of the first paragraph 
in page 296, we niay proceed oy repeat- 
ing, that the Commissioners were to go 
to work with the money lodged in their 
hands, out of the taxes, ami pw chase up 
Stock. We have seen, iii|lhe pages just 
refer! ed to, how Stock is made; we have 
seen how Mcc^kvvorm lent his money to 
the government ; vve have seen how he 
got hitpamc written in a book in return for 
hi.s money ; we have seen that Stock is 
nothing that can be seen, heard, smelled, 
or touched ; w'e have seen that it signifies 
the right of receiving inlerest upon money 
lent to the government, which money has 
been ^ong ago expended ; we have seen 
the operation by which Muckworm be- 
came possessed of stock ; and, lastly, we 
have seen our neighbour, Farmer Greem- 
noiiN, purchase two thousand pounds 
worth of Muckworm's stock, which the 
former bequeathed to his poor daughter 
Grizzle. ■ 

Noiv, tlien, observe, the whole of the 
Stock,^of which the National Debt is made 
up, is*exactly the same sort of thing as 
this t\|fo thousand pounds worth of Stock, 
belonging to Giizzle (Freenhofn. There 
is a book, in which a list of the named 
of all those persons is written, who have, 
like Giizzle, a right to draw interest from 
the government oift of the taxes ; against 
each name in this list is placed the 
amount of the sum for which the pefson 
has a right to draw interest. Some have 
a right to draw interest for more and s^e 
for less. And these sums make up \vbat 
is called the National Debt. Of course, 
the liiinkiiig Fund Commissionew, in order 
to pay-off the National Debt, or any part 
of it. must purchase up Stock from indivi^ 
duals; •or, in other words, pay them off 
their share of the Debt, It, for instance. 
Grizzle Greenhorn has a mind to iiavft 
her two thousand pounds to lay uut upoii 
*laiul, or to do any thing else with, sh# 
sells her stock, and, if it .so happen, she 
may sell it to the Cumm Issioners ; and 
thus, as they pay her tor it with the na« 
tion's nioucv, it i^ wtd, that, by this 

isi 
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tnns^citon, they have redeemed (by ^hxoh 
I shoo Id mean paid off) two thousand 
pounds of the National Debt. Grizzle^ 
who was the creditor, has got her money 
again; she has no longer any right to 
draw interest for it ; and, of course, you 
would think, that these two thousand 
pounds worth of debt were paid oflf, and 
that the nation, that we the people, had no 
Idnger any interest to pay upon it ; you 
would naturally think, that we were no 
longer taxed to pay the interest ujnm this 
pait qf the Debt. 

(Greatly, however, would you be de- 
ceived ; cruelly deceived, if you did think 
sq ; for, nolwithstanding the Commis- 
sioners have redeemed these two thousand 
pounds, we have still to pay the intei;est of 
them every yf ar ; lee are Ml taxeafor the 
money wlttrewilh to pay (hifi interest, just in 
the same U'ay as if the two thousand pounds 
worth of Debt had not been itdeemed at all, 


hut stftl belonged to Grhzle Greenhorn 


'I'his 


is an odd way of redeeming; an odd* way 
<»f pfiying off: do you not tliiiik it is. 
Neighbours? VVe have belbre seen, that 
the National Debt is a mortgage upon the 
raxes. It is constantly called so in con- 
versation, and in writings upon the 
subject. But, should not either of you, 
who happened to ha\e a mortgage upon 
your land or house, think it btiange if, 
after you had redeemed a part of the mort- 
gage, you had still to pay interest upon 
the part redeemed as Avell as* upon 
the pari unredeemed? TO REDKBM, as 
applied to money engagements, means to 
discharge, to set free by payment, 'ibis is 
the meaning of th€ word redeem, as ap- 
plied to such matters. It sometimes means 
to re^ue or to ransom, fitim captivity, from 
forfeiture, or from peiil of any sort, by 
paying a price. But, in every s< use, in 
which this word is used, it always implies 
tie sei/ing Jree of the object on which it 
c.pefatc'! ; and, when applied (o a mort- 
gage, a i^nd, a note of hand, or a Debt of 
any sort,«it implies the paying qf it off. 
How, then, can the two tliousand poumls 
worth of Debt, purchased from Giizzle 
GveenUcwiv, by our blinking- Fund Coiwmis- 


described, of redeeming the by pur- 
chasing from the several individuals, who, 
like Grizzle Greenhorn, own the Slock or 
the Debt, their respective shares thereof. 
And, the operation is as simple as any thing 
can be. For, the Sinking-Fund Commis- 
sioners, having, for instance, .received two 
thousand pounds from theTaxgathcrers, in 
virtue of the Sinking-Fund Act, go and 
purchase t drizzle's stock ; they give her 
the two thousand pounds ; her right to 
draw interest from us ceases; her .Nliare 
of the Stock or Debt is redeemed or paid 
off ; and her name is crossed out of the Hook. 
Ah ; but, alas 1 the naifies of our Sinkings 
Fund Commissioners are written in the Book 
instead of hers ! Aye ; we have to pay the 
interest of the two thousand pounds to them 
instead of to her ; and, our tJixes on ac- 
count of Ibis which is called the ledeemed 
part of the Debt, are just as great as they 
weretefore this curious work of redemp- 
tion began. 

Well, tlicii/^ )ou will say, what 
" does this ilniig mean ; and what can it 
** have been intended for Why, to speak 
candidly of the matter, though the thing 
wa*< an invention of under whose 

sway so much misriiicf came upon this 
nation, I believe, that the thing was well 
meanl. 1 believe that it w^as intended to 
free the nation from its Debt. But, I am 
satisfied, that it lias been productive of no 
.siiiail pan of the evils* which EngJandand 
whirh Euro[)o have experienced since its 
invention ; for, by giving people renewed 
confidence in the solidity of the Funds or 
Stocks, it rendered govt-rnmenl borrowing 
more easy; and, of course, it took from the 
Minister tluii check to the making of wars 
and the paying of foreign armies, lor the 
w?,»u of which check the Expences and 
'faxes and Debt of the country have been 
so fearfully augmented, to sny nothing, at 
present, about tJie dreadful changes which 
those wars have made in our afiairs both 
at home and abroad. 

To produce such eftVcls was, however, 
rci luiidy not I he intention of the scheme. 
The iiiieniion w that the Sinking-Fund 


are still taatedio pay the interest upon it, and, ""*’* ‘ * 

of course, if it be not discharged, and not 
•el freC'? 


Nothing, at first sight; appears more 
plausiblf', nothing more reasonable, no- 
thing clear, than the mode above- 


put into their hands out of the taxes, pur- 
chase up Stock, or parts of the Debt, bc- 
longing tn individuals ; that the parts, so 
put chased wp, should not cease to exist ; that 
they should be written in the Great Book 
unifer the name of the Commissioners; 
that the Qcmimissioiiers should receive the ‘ 
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interest upon them, instead of its being re- 
ceived by individuals as before ; that this 
interest, as fast as it came into the hands 
of the Commissioners, should, like the 
money paid to them annually out of the 
taxes, be laid out in purchasing up more 
stock from individuals; and that the thing 
should go on thus, till the last of the 
Stock, or Debt, got into the hands of Com- 
missioners; when, of course, the govern- 
ment might burn the Great Book, and the 
National Debt would be paid of}'. 

This scheme was very pretty upon 
paper ; it made a fine figure in the news- 
papers and pamphlets of the day ; and 
looked quite solemn when embodied into 
an Act of Parliament. There was, to be 
sure, when people looked into the matter 
more closely, something rather whimsical 
in the idea of a nation’s paying interest to 
itseff; something very whimsical in a na- 
tion’s GETTING MONEY by paying itself 
vUerest upon its otun Stock. Many persons 
thought so, at the time, and some said so ; 
but the formidabie tables of figures made 
out by court calculators, and the flowery 
and bold speeches of Pitt, soon put all 
such persons out of countenance, and re- 
duced them to silence ; or exposed them to 
the charge of faction and disaflbction and 
disloyalty. The country, infatuated with 
its “ Heavcn-born Minister,” became deaf 
to the dictates of common sense ; and, 
with as much foncbiess as the mother 
hangs over her smiling babe, it cherished 
and fostered the fatal delusion. 

As the execution of the Sinking-Fund 
Act proceeded, more and more of the 
Stock, or parts of the Debt, became of 
course entered in the Great Book in the 
names of the Commissioners. Hence arose 
a new denomination in our national money 
accounts; namely, the redeemed debt; that 
is, the parts of the debt, as aforesaid pur- 
chased up by the Commissioners, was now 
called the redeemed debt a phrase 
which contains a contradiction in itself. 
But, still it was unavoidable ; for, it was not 
paid off; it was bought up, but we had still, 
and have still, to pay intaest upon u; and, 
therefore, it could not be said to be paid 
ofF; for, it would be folly too groes to pre- 
tend that w(f had paid ofF a debt or a 
mortgage, for which we were still paying 
interest. If, indeed, the parts of the debt, 
which Were purchased up by lihe Commis- 
sioners, bad been, as once, done away, and 
W9 had osanid so pay inMess upon them. 


then those parts would have been 
redeemed, ll, for instance, Grizele Green- 
horn’s two thousand pounds worth of Stock 
had been crossed out of the Great Book, 
and had not been inserted in it again 
under any other name, that two thousand 
pounds worth of the debt would have been 
redeemed in reality. This is the way iu 
which the Sinking Fund of the American 
States operates. They raise yearly a cer- 
tain sum in taxes; with that sum they 
purchase up part of their debt; and then 
that part of the debt ceases to exist in any 
shape whatever. The next year they 
raise a like sum in taxes, and again pur- 
chase up parcels of the debt. And, thus 
they proceed, having every succeeding 
year, less and less interest to pay upon their 
debt, ^This is real redemption: this is real 
paying* of}'. But, the way in which we 
proceed bears no resemblance to it ; nor 
has an}’’ thing in common with it, except 
it be the name, 

Let^us, before we proceed any further, 
take a view of the in/crease qf the interest 
that ue have to pay upon ike debt. We have 
seen in Letter 111, page 324, how the 
debt itself has gone on increasing. But, 
we have not yet taken a look at the in- 
crease of the INTEREST ; though this is 
very material, and, indeed, it is the only 
thing, belonging to ftie debt, worthy of 
our attention. The statement of the 
amifunt of the debt itself is of no practical 
use, erfeept as it serves to illustrate, to 
render more clear, the part of the subject 
upon ^hich we now are. F»»r as we have 
seen, the Debt is nuitimg mere than a right 
possessed by certain pei^ons, cwllad Stock- 
Holders, to draw interest from the nation ; 
or, ill other wurdsf to take annually, ot 
quarterly, part of the taxes raised upon 
the people at large. Let as, therefore, 
take a loolrat the progress ot this interest. 

When Queen Anne came • 

to the throne, in 
the animal interest on the ^ 

National Debt was £,l,SiO,942 

When Gkorgb I. came to 

tVw3blhTone,'m n\4 3,351,358 

When George li. came to 

the throne, in 1727 2,217,551 

When Geobge lit: came to 
• the throne, in 17 CK> .n.r. 4,840,821 
After the American War, 

.in 1784, and just before 
the making of Pi tt’s Sink- 
ing PuimI 
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At the latter end of the 

Anti-Jacobin WaFj in 

T«01 21,778,018 

For the LAST Year, that is 

1809 82,870,608 

There are included in this sum " charges 
**for tnanagemctu :ind, as we have before 
seen, there is some of the Debt (small 
*portions} called the loans, or debts, of the 
Mmperor of Gmnmyf and of the Prince 
Regent <f Portugul, which, it is possible, 
they may repay us; hut, this is, as it is 
called in the account laid before Parlia- 
jnent, during the last session, the “ Total 
" charge on account of Debt, payable in 
" Great Britain/^ And, lot me ask any 
sensible man, wliat conse(]uence it can be 
to us, what the Debt is called ; w liat con- 
sequence by what name the dilferent sorts 
of it may go, so that the interest upon it 
still goes on increasing, and so that wc 
have to pa}^ the whole of that interest out 
of the taxes ? 

When Pitt's Sinking Fund was estab* 
lished, there was a time fixed, w hen the 
interest should begin to be diminished, I 
mean, a time was tixed, when the people 
should no longer pay taxes to defray the 
iifterest upon the Stock, or parts of the 
pebt, which shoul^ after that time be pur- 
chased up bif the Commissioners, The time 
so fixed was I ttOS, tuo years ago. The 
year was not Jiarned in the Act ; but, h was 
known to a certainty ; because this ceas- 
ing to pay interest was to begin, when 
the interest upon the Stock, or fiarts of 
the Debt, bought up, together with the 
sums paid to the Commissioners out of the 
taxes, should amount to a certain sum 
(tour millions annuaUy) ; and, as the sums 
to be paid to them were fixed, it was a 
mere question of arithmetic when the 
payingof interest would cease, agreeably to 
terms of the Act; as expressed in the 
JtXth clause, as follows : '* And be itfur- 
tl.cr enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
that qtlienevcr the whole sum aniuially 
receivable by the said Commissioners, 
** including as well the quarterly sum of 
" two hundred and fifty thousand pounds 
" herein before directed to be issued from 
** the Exchequer, as the several Annuities 
and Dividends of Stock to be placed to 
** the Account of the said Commissioners 
'' in the Books of the Governor and Com- 
« pany of the Bank of England, by .virtue 
of this Act, shall amqunt in the whole 
«« to fQua MauoNS annvallYj the Divi- 


" dends due on such Part of the Principal 
" or Capital Stock as shall thence-forth 
*' be paid oft' by the said Commissioners, 
'' and the Monies payable on such Annui- 

tics for Lives or Years as may afterwards 

cease and determine, SHALL NO 
LONGKR BE ISSUED AT THE RE- 
CEIPT OF IIISMAJES IY'SEXCHE- 
" aUER, but shall he CON.^JDERED AS 
" REDEEMED by Parliament, and shall 
“ remain to be disposed of as Parliament 
" shall direct." In Mohat way it might 
have been supjioscd, that Parliament, in 
its wisdom, would dispose of these parcels 
of redeemed I shall' not, for my part 
presume to hazard a conjecture ; bu», as 
was before observed, it was easy (the stuns 
being given) to ascertain the time, wnen 
the provision in this clause would begin 
to operate ;• and, that time w as, the year 
1808. 

Tliere was another Act, passed seven 
years later, (17P2), allotting more of the 
taxes to the same purpose (Chapter 
of the 3 2i id year of this king's reign); 
and still the same provision was made; 
namely”, that, when the pioduce of the 
Sinking Fund should amount to ‘1* millions 
annually, ait the Stock, or parts qf the Debt, 
that should be purchusea up by the Commis» 
sioners rfier that time, SHOULD NO 
LONGER HAVE INTEIU^ST PAID 
UPON ir OUT OF THE TAXES; but 
that of the Debt should (mark 
the words !) be considered AS REDEEM- 
" ED." And so they would. They 
really, in that case, would have been re- 
deemed; but the word redeetned is now ap- 
plied, even in the Accounts laid before 
Parliament, to those parts of the Debt, 
bought up by the Commissioners, the divi- 
dend, or interest, on which parts. IS STILL 
ISSUED AT THE EXCHEQUER; that 
is to say, is still paid out qf the taxes ! And 
all this goes on amongst " the thinking^* 
people of England ! 

But, what was done, in the long-expect- 
ed year 1808 ? What was done, when the 
year oj promise came ? This is tlie most 
interesting part of this most curious his- 
tory ; hut, as to bring to a close the 
whole of the discussion, relating to (he 
Sinking Fund, would extend this letter to 
doublewits present length, 1 think it better 
to make the remaining part of it the sub- 
ject of another Letter, beseeching you, in 
the meanwhile, to make up, by your pa- 
tience iu the.peru3alf for whatever ymX 
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of clearnesg may be discoyered in the 
writer. 

1 remain. Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 

Wm. Cobbett. 

State Prison, Newgate, Thursday, 
September J4, 1810. 


SUMMARY OF POUTICS. 

Liberty of the Press. Some liftle 

while ag^o, there was published in the 
London nqws-papers, an edict, or decree, 
of the Emperor of France, relating to THE 
PRESS, according to which decree, the 
number of Provincial Newspapers was 
limited to one in each Province, or De- 
partment ; and, all these country papers, 
as well, 1 believe, as those in Paris, were, 
according to this decree, to he ‘subjected 
to the previous inspection of the Prefect of 
the Police, who is a sort of hired Justice of 
Peace, or Police Magistrate, appointed by, 
and removable at the will of, the government. 
Nothing, according to this decree, was to 
be published, unless it had the ajprobation 
€f this person. This is what has been call- 
ed an Imprimatur. — Hie Morning Post 
news-paper, in speaking <if this, and in 
holding it up to the observation of its 
readers, after calling Buonaparte ** a base, 
** vile, upstart, tyrannical, insolent miscreant 
** and monster ;** after having addressed 
this to the fashionable World” of England, 
for who>e amusement and instruction this 
polite paper is published ; after this, and a 
great deal more abuse of the same sort, the 
Morning Post asks, how such a decree 

** would be relished in England,” ^To 

which 1, for my part, answer, that it would 
not be relished at ail by me ; but^ that 
prudence will restrain me from bestowing 
any hard names upon the author of it, or 
upon the motives whence it proceeded, 
when I recollect that a law, or regulation, 
of nearly the same amount, exists, or did 
lately exist, in the East Indies ; or, to 
adopt the ** fushionid)le World* $” phrase, 
in " Our Eastern Empire,” I recollect send- 
ing out some books, under the care of a 
friend, in the year 1802 (I think it was) 
to be sold at Calcutta. An advertisement 
of them was prepared for the news-paper 
at that place and actually inserted ; but, 
two of them being of a political nature, 
the person who'inspected the press, crossed 
them out, thereby, of course, preventing 
them from being advertised. And what 
works, reader, do you think these might 
be 1 No other than Lord GrenuiU^s Speech 


on the Conr«i/8o?i with the Northern Powers ; 
and Mr. Windham's Speech on the Peace tf 
AniienB! I remember this ; and, femeni'* 
bering it, I have not the face to bestow 
hard names ; to call « tyrant and monster 
** and miscreant,” the ruler, who, in ano- 
ther country, has made a similar regula- 
tion. Such a regulation might, fur 

ought 1 can pretend to sa}-, be necessary in 
the East Indies. It might, as according 
with our colonial system, be very proper. 
And, there may possibly be persons able 
to discover reasons why such a regulation 
is not equally proper in France. To such 
persons 1 leave the drawing of the distinc- 
tion. But, again I say, that, w'hile I re^ 
member the fact that 1 have stated, I shall 
not presume to bestow the names of “ ty- 
rant, monster, and miscrea7it,” upon him 
who ()8s adopted such a regulation in any 
part of the world.— But, after all, what 
harm has this decree done to the Press i<^ 
France ? In what way has it abridged its 
liberty ? It can now say what it pleases 
on one side; it can say what it pleases 
fyraise of the government without any fear of 
prosecution, or even of leproof ; if there 
were any blunders, any ruinous projects, 
to applaud, it might applaud them freely ; 
it may attack the opponents of the govern- 
went, though I am not sure that the 
Police Magistrates in France would not 
have too much sense* of decency to per<i 
mit, in such cases, the use of language 
wlrich would disgrace the lips of pois- 
sarde9, and which must inevitably tend to 
defeat its own purpose. The French press 
may Vo this now; and, unless it was foullj'' 
belied, this was all that it could safely do 
before. The French press has still atl the 
liberty described in the words of my 
motto, the author of which motto was, at 
the memorable time to which it refers us, 
stigmatized almost as a traitor, because he, 
in the way of his profession, took upon 
him the legal defence of the use which 
his client had made of the press.-* — I 
certainly should nut like to be subjected' 
to a law, or rule, like that smd now to 
exist in France ; nor should 1 be, in the 
smallest degree, reconciled to it by being 
told, that the French press is still as free 
as any other press upon the continent of 
Europe; because nothing wifi wer satisfy 
me short of the liberty of writing and 
• publishing whatever 1 can profc to be 
true, subject to the payment of damages, 
pefhaps, for any real injury, that 1 may do 
by maliciously publishing even truth re- 
specting private persons and respecting 
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matters in which * uic public can have no 
intorest. I am not decidedly or opinion, 
that, even in such cases, the ))ublication of 
should subject the party to any sort 
of punishment. To publish truth mali- 
ciously is, like all private scandal, a moral 
offcrxe; but, I am not decided, that it 
ought to be, in any way, j>unishable by 
law ; because such law, explain it how 

you will, is still a law against truth. In 

the proceediiigs upon the trial of John 
Peter Zwinoer, in the State of Newr 
York, while that State was under the 
crown of England, is contained in my view 
of the matter, the true doctrine of the 
liberty of the press. Ills advocate, a 
Mr. Hamilton from Philadelphia, con- 
tended, that to be punishable in any way, 
the thing published must be jahe ; and, 
upon this ground Zwinger, to the*|;reat 
lionour of the State, was acquitted. In 
most of the American States the other 
principle has been acted upon, and, in 
many cases, most shamefully stretched ; 
but, ill the State of New York, the ffpirii 
of freedom, as to the press, has always been 
alive ; and, since I left America, an Act 
oft hat State, has, I hef»r, bei=*n passed, ex- 
pressly declaring, that, in all cases of 
libel, the truth shall be given in evidence, 
and, if established, shall be admitted 
as a complete justtjication ; which, indeed, 
^eems nothing nioir iliaii to say, that the 

iaw sh dl '*ol set face agaiirst /ni/A 

Nothing will ever satisfy me shoit of liws, 
and, therefore, 1 stood in no need ot hav- 
ing rc.ul Milton’s famous argument 
against an Imprimatur, to make me^ dis- 
like. a regulation, such as that now adopU 
ed in France, Ptut^ still, I say, that to 
Jive under this regulation is jPar preferable 
to that of living nndeg a system of ** li- 
btvty of the press,’" such as that de- 
scribed in my motto, where the ** liberty” 
is alk op ** me side” and, bad as the re- 
gulation in question is, in many respects, 
it isc'iiot half so mischievous nor half so 
d€^:;r idlnfi to the nation and to those who 
use the press in particular, as would be a 
thing oallvv* the ** liberty of the press,*" 
but, in I act, a tuode qf deceiving by the 
press, such as one may easily suppose 
possible to exist in a country like France. 
— Suppose^ for instance, Napoleon were 
to (lie, and the government were again to 
assume a sort of mixty-maxiy form under 
the name of Republic, or, no matter what; 
and that a set of nwreaiary, mean, wio/ig- 
nuv.t men were to get hold of the reins of 
jjoverumeut; such m«n, pbseessing uo- 
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thing but what they had plundered from 
the public, having no weight either of 
family or of character, conscious that they 
must be despised by all nien ol talents 
and hated by all the rest of the nation for 
their oppressions, seeing the necessity of 
stifling the voice of free discussion, and 
yet too coward!}" to make an open and 
avowed attack upon the press ; such men, 
under the hypocritical pretence of mutter- 
ing a free press ; would, in all likelihood, 
take off Napoleon"s Imprimatur, would 
repeal his decree, but would take care, 
by the means of chicane, to stifle, or, at 
least, nearly stifle, every part of the press, 

not devoted to themselves. Therefore, 

though I very much disapprove of Napo- 
leon’s decree, and never wish to live 
under the operation of such a decree, I 
can conceivt'. a state of things infinitely 
worse; inttnueiy more hostile to TRU'IH, 
and, of course, more hostile to public vir- 
tue, to all virtue, to all honour, to every 
good feeling of the heart, and, of course, 
to the freedom and nappincss of' the people at 
large. 

Desertions from the Armies. 

There have, as the reader must have seen, 
been constant endeavours made of late, to 
excite a belief, that the armies of Napo- 
leon, serving in {Spain and Portugal, have 
been greatly by desertion; and, in- 

deed# that the armies are become greatly 
disaffected towards lujiu « Would it were so ! 
But, there is great mischief in encourag- 
ing the belief, if the fact be untrue; be- 
cause, in such case, that belief must end in 
disappointment, and every disappointment 
is productive of a want of confidence in 
future. To encourage the entertaining of 
hopes that have no foundation, in what- 
ever way this may be done, whether by 
falshood in words, or in effect, comes under 
the moralises definilion of lying or criminal 
falshood, one of the consequences of which 
always is, to destroy, or to weaken, future 

confidence. In consequence of some 

statements made in one of our principal 
daily prints. The Times, and one of our 
prints which is certainly conducted with 
the greatest degree of ability as well as of 
candour ; in consequence of some state- 
ments made in this print, relative to the 
prospect of ulFairs in Spain and Portugal, 
into \vhi(di statements were introduced 
some remarks respecting the alledged great 
desertions from, and disattection in, tbo 
French armies, and also relative to the 
comparative valour of the soldiers of ilm 
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two nations; in consequence of these 
statenaents, the Moniteur, of a date not 
many days after, put forth the com* 
mentary which will be found inserted, 
together with the statement of The Time^, 

imiripdiately after this Nummary. Here 

the reader will hear both sides; and, if he 
divests his mind of all desire to be duped, of 
ail the “ fashionable world's" polite taste for 
deception, he will very easily, as he pro- 
ceeds, brush aside the exaggeration and 
falshood, and cull out the truth, without 
any assistance from me, or from any one 

else. A remark or two, however, I 

must ofier upon what the print of the 
** fashionable world” has said upon the 
subject. In the first place, witli a de- 

gree of ridiculousness hardly to be sup- 
posed possible, 11 ascribes this long com- 
meiita/y to TMupuleon^s own ptnf and, not 
seeming to think that its readers will not 
doubr trie fact, it goes on in its remarks ac- 
cordingly, actually appearing to look upon 
itself as engaged in a literary controversy 
with him, w'ho, unfortunately, is the ruler 
of all Europe, these islands excepted I 
To conceit themselves the equals of kings 
and emperors has, in all agr-s, I believe, 
been amongst the most prominent and 
mo*jt certain symptoms of the unhappy 

malady of madmen. Having, thus 

without the least ceremony, got into a 
personal dispute with Napoleon, this 
editor, whose time is devoted to the en- 
tertainment and instruction of “ the fa- 
** shionable world,” sets on upon his work 
of answering Napoleon with calling him 
all manner of bad names; and having 
decked him out as " a vile, base, savage, loath- 
some, cruel, infamous, upstart tyrant’^ he 
answers the assertions, which he ascribes 
to him, by telling him, that ‘‘ he is a liar*^ 
“Such is the language of the instructor 
of our ** fashionable world ; upon which 
language W'e will stop here and make a 
remark or two.—- Some character in some 
play that 1 ha\e read, exclaims: “Oh! 
“ for a curst to kill with /” Whatever one 
may think of the charity or the manliness 
of this wish, there is certainly some sense 
ia it. It is not nonsense. And, if the 
Morning Post could kill, or even wound ; 
if it could destroy or enfeeble, our great and 
mortal enemy by its abuse, and if that 
abuse, like the sttnk-pots used of old, were 
efficacious in proportion to its quantity, 
we might wish this editor success, though 
we declined, even with such an. end in 
view, to participate in bis labours. But, 
when we reflect^ that it is impossibk thiat 


••Demtiom/rom the Armies, fS7() 

this abuse should do any harm to Napo- 
leon; that it should do any good to our 
cause; that it may do that cause much 
and lasting injury ; and, which is a con- 
sideration that ought to have peculiar 
weight, that it may tend to render worse the 
lot of our urfortunate countrymen, who are 
captives in France, where shall we find 
words to express our reprobation of this 
abuse This writer and bis fellow- 
labourers take as an admitted fact, that 
Napoleon reads their productions, Either 
they believe what they say, or they do 
not If the latter, 1 need iidt ch.iractenze 
them : and, if the former, c.iii itiey Sup- 
pose that their wTitings must nut tend to 
irritate him against every thing that is 
English ; especially when they, ai the 
same time, charge him with being under 
the domitfion of passion, and addicted to 
eveiy species of vindictiveness and barba- 
rity ? let those of “ the 

“ world,” who have kindred and friends 
in the power of Napoleon, reflect a little, 
then, upon the possible consequences of 
being the patrons and patronesses of this 
self-degrading and mischirvoijs abuse. 

To return to the controversy with 

the Moniteur, the point upon which our 
editor for the polite world gives the French 
print the “ lie direct," is, the enlistment of 
English captive soldiers into the armies of 
France, The Moniteur,* as will be seen 
by a reference to the close of the article 
taken from it, assert.^, that some thousands 
of our mtn, who were prisoners of war in 
France, Imve actually enlisted into the 
French !irmy. 'I’o disprove this the “ fa- 
“ shionable w'orhFs” print calls the Mo- 
niteiir “ a liar," as (the reader will see) 
the iMoNiTEUR had called the Courier. 

But, though the»e is little difierence 

here in point of language, there is a good 
deal, 1 am afraid, in point of fact ; for, 
the assertion of the Courier appears to 
have been wholly false ; totally destitute 
of truth ; a pure invention ; whih', ther^ 
is but too much reason tu fear, that the 
'' lie" has been givrn to the Moniteur, 
with, at least, no certainty uf its having 
asserted a faishood ; and oven with some 
irason to •suppose that its a.vserliori was 
tnie. For, in the month of November 
last, there was published in theJVIoridiig 
Chronicle, a letter from a Gentleman just 
retimed from France, the author of 
which letter was said to be known to the 
editor* the veracity of which letter the 
editor answered for, and which letter 
contained the Kdlowing passage i — - 
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They treat our prisoners with uncommon 
crueUjf ; thumb^acrewed, a chain round their 
•* nech and bodies, conducted from brigade 
*• to brigade ; nothing but bread, no wine, 
no beer, no meal, orteniimcs without 
*• straw, and put into dungeons full of 
** vmter ! chained often uith galley slaves 
'' or other criminals. 7’his severity has 
forced many to enter into their service ; uOO 
• *' alreadtf chthed and armed, passed turvutih 
** Mcaux for hayonne. 'J hey swore in me 

" they would desert ; ahore 30 had. I am 
" sure, poor fellows, they entered into the 
service with no other view than running 
" away; but, alas ! 1 fear they will never 

« succeed.” At the time when this 

letter was published, I did not, 1 must con* 
re*^s, believe the statement. 1 thought, 
that Mr. Prury had been imposed upon 
by some peison, whose su0’ering4*and ill- 
tveatment in France had greatly exaspc* 
rated him against the government of that 
country. But, upon hearing since who the * are heard in his catiip, but that his ears 
writer tf the letter was, a g(3nt1eman whose ' are shut against them/ we shall only 
word, as to a fact that c*<iA/ie ozt'n say, that if his Lordship has, in this in* 

eyes, one cannot doubt, 1 have altered my stance, as is stated in tlie Moniteur, inii* 
opinion ; and am afraid that what the tated the conduct of General Moore, in 
Moniteur asserts upon this subject is but refusing to inarch to Madrid, he has acted 

too true. Here, then, is fresh reason most wisely, and has therein frustrated the 

for us to be upo i our guard against de* arts of his opponents; for it is now ascer* 
cepiion ; against tliose, who, if they were tained, beyond doubt, that all the endea- 
hired to dereive the people, could not la- vours which were used to draw the de- 
bour to that end VilU more industry and ceased Commander to the Spanish capital, 
perseverance ; and, 1 am sorry to say, resulted from the plots of a traitor, coii- 
tvith much more success. The taste for spiring, along with the enemies of his 
falshood (and for such absurd and gross country, the ruin of the British army, 
falshood !) is, 1 hope, declining. There which had been sent to its assistance; hut 
docs appear to be a growing desire in the the want of parallelism in the twocases is, 
public to hear the truth. Imposture is first, that General Moore was not, as is 
getting out of vogue. Men are no longer falsely stated in the Moniteur, within sight 
a prey to false alarm, and false exultation, or hearing of Madrid when it surrendered, 
which, operating uppn them by turns, for but at the distance of many days march : 
so many years, had, at last, almost wholly and further, that Madrid never made any 
changed the character of the English people, defence, a.s did Ciudad Rodrigo; and, 
I hope yet to see the day w hen HYPO- lastly, that however it might be the design 
CRISY, IMPOSTURE, and CORRUP- of Massena to draw the British Comman*. 
TION .vill be completely scouted and der into an engagement, which it was 
put down; and, when 1 see that, 1 shall prudent in the latter to decline, we have 
fear neither the pens nor the swords of never yet heard that the insidious maebi* 
Frenchmen, though backed by all the na- nations of treachery were employed for 
tions of the earth. that purpose. Had the brave Herasti, (l) 

, . in imitation of Mor la, entered into a com* 

PoRTUGAt. It was my intention to promise with the enemy, to urge lord 

have ofle^ed some remarks upon the Pro^ Wellington to come to relieve the town, 
c/iizwtf/iw of Lord Talavera, which, if pos* while it was secretly stipulated to sur- 
sible, will be inserted in the present render.it, and to fall upon our forces (2), 
Number ; and upon other matters con« the cases of Madrid and Ciudad Rodrigo 
nected with the war in Portugal, especial* would have been, in this respect, at least 
ly upon the Order, relating to officers sauU similar. As the matter stands at present, 
vig home nms from the army. want they arf. dissimilar in every respect whaU 


of room obliges me to postpone these re- 
marks, as well as many others, till my 
next. 

Wm. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

Sepi. \^th 1810 . 

EXTRACTS 

FROM THE 

FRENCH MONITEUR. 

Cophd from the Times news-paper of the 
Sth instant ; and relating to the compa- 
rative VALOUR of Me French a/zd F.ng- 
Lisii ; and aLo to the desertions, and 

ENLISTMENTS OF PKI^iONERS 071 botk 

sides. 

The Times, Aug. 3.—" In relation to the 
charge against l^rd Wellington, * that the 
' cries of the inhabitants of Ciudad Rodrigo 
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soever. It was «ever yet. stated, that 
twenty-four thoiisaiuJ English must neces- 
sarily defeat seventy thousand Frenchmen, 
or that one English soldier was at least 
etjual to four French grenadiers ; but this 
we may .say, in conformity to the opinion, 
though not in the words of General Stuart, 

that a British army when properly com- 
manded, has no occasion to dread meeting 
a French one of one-third greater number 
(.3) ; for we have defeated and put to 
llight Buonaparte’s best troops, in this 
proportion, wherever we have met them 
again, and again, in Egypt, in Italy, and 
at Corunna.” 

Moniteur. — (I) This Irish officer, whom 
the most superstitious, nay, we may say, 
the only intolerant government now ex- 
isting in Europe, formerly compelled to 
serve against you, because you, who call 
yourselves so liberal and so wise a nation, 
m.sist, that several millions of your country- 
men should think as you do, and abjure the 
religion of their fathers, under pain of ex- 
clusion from public office and military 
rank — the brave llerasti, incessantly 
shews the letters he had from L«ird Wel- 
lington, encouraging him to prolong the 
defence, and promising that he should 
be relieved. He loudly complains of you. 
.But it is not the Spaniaras of Ciudad 
Rodrigo alone that complain of you. 
The following is the language of those at 
Cadiz : — " The EnglUh,” say they, ** have 
in this instance done as they always do. 
They have let Ciudad Rodrigo be taken, 
as they let Madrid and Seville ! At the 
appearance of danger they take themselves 
off ! when it is of importance to succour 
US, and to save the effusion of blood, 
they run away ! they are here only to 
stir up war and disorder among us ; 
and to encourage us to shed our blood 
without risking a drop of their own. — ” 
General Morla is not a traitor. Had Ge- 
neral Moore been either with Blake at 
Espinosa, or with the army of Estremadura 
at Burgos, or with that of Castanos at Tu- 
dela ; if, a fortnight after the opening of 
the campaign, when the Spanish armies 
of the first line were beaten, Moore had, 
inste.'id of remaining at Salamanca, ad- 
vanced to the Soino-Sierra, and in that 
position, rallied the Spanish troops, he 
must without doubt have ultimately given 
^ay, because the English are not a match 
for the French by land ; but he would, at 
least, have acted a frank and honourable 
part in the game which he to play. 


Instead of this, he allowed the Spaniards 
to be beaten in their first hue, suftered 
Madrid to be taken, and ended with dis- 
gracefully re-imbarking, in the very lient 
of the contest, and when there still existed 
a Spanish army. Why, also, did he re- 
treat upon Corunna, and not upon Lis- 
bon ? it was because the English weiv. 
fully sensible that the war in Spain wr.s 
tiiiished ; and, in fact, it would have been 
then finished, had not the war with Aus- 
tria called off the alterilion of the head of 
the French government to another point. 
Thu.s. it was not the English, and the 
handful of Spanish chiefs to whom they 
distributed their gold for the maintenance 
of brigandage in .^pain, that prevented 
the w'ar from being finished before the 
spring of ISO'J ; it was the diversion on 
the Conlhient, and undoubtedly a div^T- 
sion of between 5 and 000,000 men was 
of some weight in the balance of atfairs.— • 
(1?). How, fall upon your forces ? How 
come you to talk of snares and ambus- 
cades ?"• That victorious army which was 
to have done such great things, you fear- 
ed, you say, lest it slioiild have been 
drawn towards Ciudad Rodrigo in oider 
to fall upon it! If you could not relieve 
Ciudad Rodrigo, wdiy did you leave ihei'c 
7, OCX) unfortunate Spaniards ? If you could 
not attack the French army at the momt'Ht 
when it was harrassed with the fatigues 
and details of a siege, how did you e.K- 
pect 4o be able to sustain iis attack, when 
the fortress being reduced, and all our 
means collected, that same army should 
advance to meet you ? What I you have 
no more than 24>,000 men ? Alter so many 
proclamations, so many expectations, and 
so many boasts, we thought you had at 
least sent 60,000 inlQ the field. The de- 
fence of Lisbon was at least worthy of 
such an effort. You say, you have only 
24,000 against 70,000 French ; but have 
you not; besides, that redoubtable Portu- 
guese army, commanded by English offi- 
cers, and which you have represented as 
amounting to 30,000 men > Have you not 
also Roraana’s army, which, by youi ac- 
count, is equally formidable ? Have you 
not in l]ie rear that Portuguese Militia, 
which you tell us is animated with such 
ardour ? If you have only 2L000, why 
have you no more ? Thu Wakhereu fever 
was surely cured. A number of your 
soldiers perished ; but the survivor.s ought 
to have been by this time again fit for 
lerrice. Why do not you send them to 
the assistance ot your beloved aUie.s ? Du 
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you think there cun be an occasion when 
they vviU have greuiei need of auxiliaries? 
i?o, all the etVoAs of that liritish Empire, 
which wishes to pa^s for being so colossal^ 
and which is so ambiiious, reduce them- 
selves to the mere employment of 24*,dOO 
men in an inte^e^t wdiich is so dear to it ? 
This is very nearly the contingent which 
Wirtemberir would furnish, in a general 
•contest, for liio aid of her allies. In a 
word, either you can furnish more than 
24,000, and if so, why do not you furnish 
more ? Or you cannot ; and in that case 
why do }ou, in :i contest which you can- 
not mainrain, cause so much blood to be 
shed, and make a whole population the 
victims of your ambition ? — (3). Here is 
an assertion which will make every man I 
m Europe shrug up bis shoulders ; ask 
the Austrian army, w'hich fought* in con 
junction with the English army under the 
walls of Dunkirk ? Ask the Russian olli- 
cers, who to their misfortune fought along 
with the English at the famous landing at 
the llelder, in Holland ? Ask them whe- 
ther the English can beat the French 
with inferior numbers. Those officers 
smile with pity when they hear talk of 
the English troops, and, in general, they 
even refuse them the name of an army. 
Indeed, if this were the age of the battle of 
the thirty, we should not much fear to pitch 
25,0()0 French against 40,000 English.—^ 
But whore did you put to flight the French 
troops? In Egypt, do you say, Italy% and 
Corunna ? — In the conflicts in Egypt, Ge- 
neral Lanusse, with only six battalions, 
broke the ranks of your 10,000 tiieb ; you 
were always three to one. But has it not 
beep said that the English reconquered 
Egypt ? The Grand Vizier, with 70,000 
Ottomans, their squadron upon the coasts, 
their partisans in the country, all these 
imiied against ‘J5,(X)0 French, made very 
nearly a force of I00,0()0 against 25.o0b; 
and yet, had Kleher nr Dessaix been in 
Ij|rypi at. the head of the French, the 
Gi.md Viaicr would have been beaten, 
your would have been driven into 
the lake of Aboukir, as it was the year 
before, and neither Turks nor English 
would have succeeded in reconquering 
that country. — ^The English, then, were 
only auxilwirics. When they were before 
Alexandria, the Turks were at Cairo, and 
the Ottoman troops formed the principal 
army. The French capitulated ; but, what 
IS unprecedented, they brought back .with 
them their arms, artillery, baggage, and 
horses: yoo wer# orayoyed in getting 


the whole carried back to France. Ne- 
vertheless, we must say that the French 
army was under the direction of a weak 
man.— In Itaiy ? Italy will be greatly as- 
tonished to hear that a French array has 
been routed by the English. At Maida, 
you say. Must we speak of that petty 
affair ? So it seems, if wc attend to the 
language of the proceedings of Parliament, 
which amuses itself in returning thanks for 
a skirmish. You had on that occasion 
between 5 and 6,000 men intrenched 
tinder the cover of the fire of your ships. 
Th« French General attacked you with 
three pieces of cannon, 4 French batta- 
lions, a Swiss battalion, and a Polish bat- 
talion. You were at least one third more 
in number than the French. If the latter 
did not succeed at the moment in compel- 
ling you lo reimbark, they did so a few 
days after. But at Maida, also, you were 
only auxiliaries. All Calabria was in iii- 
surrectit n, 2(),(X)0 a iiied peasants had sur- 
rounded the French division, and cut off 
its communications. But t,uch is the va- 
nity of the English, that their allies, the 
Spaniards, Turks, and Sicilians, are no- 
thing when boasting is the only thing to 
be (lone; they are every thing when dan- 
ger is to be faced. Thus it appears, that 
at Maida the English were no more than 
auxiliaries. — At Corunna ? And when did 
you beat the French at Corunna? and how 
did you beat them ? They did not even 
attack you. It was the next day that 
they were to attack you. Our advanced 
guard only, wliich was engaged with you, 
did you some mischief ; night came" on, 
and you reimbarked. Instead of our ad- 
vanced guard, had the whole French army 
boldly attacked you, you would have been 
ruined. — Where, then, did you ever beat 
the French ? At Talavera ? But there you 
had, in the first place, 25,000 English, 
nor were you by yourselves. There, 
again, you were only auxiliaries. You 
had with you 40,000 Spaniards; you had, 
therefore, in that quarter 70,000 men, 
while the French had no more than 26,000. 
You had another Spanish corps w hich was 
advancing by La Mancha; so that you 
had more than 80,000 men operating 
against the French army. This is known 
to every body ; but tne truth is shame- 
fully disguised in the English Journals, 
where the greatest absurdities find inser- 
tion. Even in the Parliamentary proceed- 
ings you will And it stated that th^ beat 
the French ? But if they beat the French, 
why did ^hey not march on to Madrid^ 
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that city which they represent as so dis* 
contented and so ripe for revolt ? 

T/je Tims, Aug. 1 » — (In an article en- 
titled *' Continental Commerce/') Buo. 
naparte knows the enemy he has to deal 
with ; he knows that this government, 
from a sense of honour and rectitude, will 
not do injbry to other nations for the sake 
of defeating his purposes." 

Moniteur. — Not they, indeed ! for proof, 
look to the massacre at Copenhagen : the 
robbery of the two Spanish frigates with- 
out a declaration of war; the impressing j 
of the American sailors ; the detention of j 
the Turkish vessels, &c. Ac. &c. These 
are incontcstible proofs of the strict rec- 
titude of the English Government ! 

Tht Times, Avg. 17.—*' America will 
be annoyed by this change of mea- 
sures, for she cannot, in the present state 
of her relations with France, avail herself 
of the benefit which might otherwise re- 
sult from it by freighting vessels to the 
Continent ; and as the ‘British markets are, 
as we all know, overstocked with colonial 
produce, those of France and Holland will 
be filled before America hears the tidings." 

Moniteur. is what experience will 
prove. We are pleased to sec the English 
confess at last, that, tlieir magazines are 
overloaded with colonial produce. They i 
might add, also, that those magazines, 
overtlowing with the colonial produce, 
are the guarantee of the Bank notes that 
circulate in England. *lt would without 
' doubt., be very convf nieiit for them to give 
them outlets t<)r all those va'it quantities of 
sugars, coffee, and cottons, and thus arrest 
the depreciation and fall of their assignats, 
by giving them a value which they are 
losing every day. 

Courier. — The Fronch Decree, allow- 
ing the importation of East India goods 
and colonial produce, continues to occupy 
the public atOmtion." 

jMonitcur. — Tlio great eagerness you 
shew to collect ail reports on this subject, 
sufticieiitl r < onfirms what we before knew, 
of the e(K*c.t which the Coritinental system 
produces among you, and of the enibar- 
rassnient which it introduces into your 
doine.«i.ic airairs. 

I Sim . — '' The Moniteur of the 8th contains 

vile Decree, wliicii we have already laid 
^efore our reader.5, permitting the impor- 
tation of certain articles into France*" 

MiinUeur This is a lie. There is no 
* decree o'l at subject, neither in the 
Moniteur of tlie Sth, nor in any other num- 
ber of this journal. * • 


-Extracts fim the lUotiteur. [37S 

Letter from Portugal. •' We have for the 
filst time excellent information, and it is 
believed it comes to us from ofiicers of 
rank in the French army." 

Moniteur.^If you arc so well informed, 
why then did you expose the division of 
General Craufnrd, which the Due d'El- 
chingen had nearly taken, and which he 
partly destroyed ? Really we should not 
he much surprised if you were to tell us 
that your General, Wellington, has some 
supernatural power of defending iiimseif f 
The anxiety of the people of England for 
the fate of their army must be somewhat 
considerable, when the ministerial party 
diverts iheir attention, and inspires them 
with confidence by such extraordinary 
tales! At one lime they say that a su- 
perior Ofjicer of the F.tat Major of Prince 
d’EssIing has deserted ; that he has even 
arrived in London with all the secrets of 
his army ; and at another time they an- 
nounce that a Colonel, and three superior 
Ofiicers^ also deserted into Cadiz ; thus 
they make the French army to desert en masse. 
This would be a very convenient mode of 
defeating the French ; and, indeed, no- 
thing less than a miracle like this can give 
the conduct of the English Mini.ster any 
chance of success, or shelter the English 
army from disgrace. A great number qf 
deserters, natives qf Ettshmd and qf Scotland, 
enter the French servic^i the auxiliary rotps ; 
but, if the French desert so fast, liow does 
it happen that of the twenty or thirty 
thousand unfortunate men whom you coop 
up in ynnr prison-ship.s, you cannot pre 
vail on any to dc.sert, even when you oiler 
them handfuls of gold If ihe Ficiich are 
inclined to desertion, how happens it that 
the unfortunate men confined and lor- 
ineiitcd in the iiulk^ at Cadiz, and tempted 
daily by y‘>nr oHors, uinrwriniy njccl 
them, and, by tiniiugiheii cahh^s, run a 
titonsind dangcis in l!ic‘ Imne of obtaining 
their liberty a.** a reward fof their courage^ 
Few Frenchmen are to seen in the 
auxiliary corps of the Jvig'isli army. The 
Irish regiments at presein in the Fretted service 
hare no feveer than 3,000 Englishmen or 
Scotchmen, which they recn/ited from the dif- 
ferent dfphis of prisoners. In this number 
we do not include* the lrif.h pri.soiiers who 
have entered the service of Franc*e. They 
are Catholics, ami a just indignation ani- 
mates them against the intole. ant Govern- 
ment which oppresses their country. 
The animosity which subsists between tb*? 
Englisli and Irislfis such, that it was found 
necessary to remove 1,800 English or 
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Scotchmen, who had been enlisted into 
the Irish regiments, from the different de- 
pots of prisoners of war, because they were 
daily fighting with each other. U will be 
pretty difficult for the English to shew stick a 
number of Frenchmtn carrying arms w^ainst 
their country ; vve say Frenchmen, becau.se 
Trance having a number oF batlalion.s 
composed of many thousand deserters, 
Germans, Prns-sians, &c. it is not extraor- 
dinary that, from such foreign battalions 
tiierc* should be some desertions. But 
Europe knows that Frenchmen do not de- 
sert; neither fenced marches, nor the most 
severe privations, nor the most trying dan- 
ger, ever made French soldiers desert. 
With regard to the information, that there 
might be some French Officers belonging 
to the French Elat Major who correspond- 
ed with the enemy, its falsity is proved 
by the very movements of the enemy ; 
and we can only reject the assertion with 
pity. All that the English have piiritcd 
upon Walcheren, Antwerp, upon the cam- 
paign of General Moore, upon Talavera — 
in short, their actual conduct shews that 
they have known nothing, and that they 
know nothing. — In another place the 
Moniteur says, ** In the space of three 
months there have been 80 deserters from 
the army qf Portugal, and almost all of them 
are Englishmcp, wiio were admiUed into the 
Hanot erian legion. HAs to Captains and 
Lieutenant-Colonels deserting, it is unne- 
cessary to remark on the absurdity of such 
an assertion.’^ 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Sicily. — OJficial Note of the Council of Re- 
gency of the Kingdoms of Spain and the 
Indies, to the Chevalier Robertonc, 
Charge d* Affaires of his Majesty the 
King of the I\vo Sicilies. Dated Cadiz, 
July Concluded from p. 35*2. J 

Hence w'l are to conclude, that it is the 
mere fabrication of some Frenchman to ri- 
dicule the supposed author, and by no means 
intended to lessen the good opinion enter- 
tained of the august Queen of the Two 
Sicilies, whose noble firmness iii<«uslaining 
the dignity and decorum of her elevated 
station ought to have served as a pattern 
and example to many others, who seem 
to have degenerated from their high dri- 
gin, and from every thing which, till now, 
mrmed the good reputatit»n of Sovereigns. 
— I'inally, supposing, evi^n lor a moment, 
that Napoleon^ mindful of his falla- 


cious and insidious suggestions, which 
have always been the main spring of his 
policy, should have come lo the resolution 
of writing the letter, his Majesty is con- 
vinced that such ail attempt, lar from 
being prejudicial to the high esteem so 
deservedly gained by the Queen of the 
Two Sicilies, through her gn at strength 
of character, and the inflexibility of her 
principles, ought to throw still brighter 
light on those greaf qualities which adorn 
her, and tend to humiliate the false pride 
and absurd pretensions of the pertuibator 
of Europe — This I have the honour to 
state in answer to your note, in compliance 
with the command.s of the Council of 
Regency of Spain and the Indies, &c. 1 
seize with pleasure this opportunity of 
reiterating to you. Sir, my true esteem and 
consideration. God preserve you many 
years, &c. Eusebio de Bardaxi y 
Azara. 


American States — Washington, July 2.5. 
—We are informed that, on June 21-, the 
United States brig Vixen, Lieut. Trippe, 
carrying I V guns, on her way to New 
Orleans, under orders from oui Govern- 
ment^ near the Bahamas, was, in a wanton 
and unprovoked manner, fired into by the 
British sloop ef war the Moselle, Captain 
Boyce, rating 2o guns, 32 pounders. A 
,32 pound shot carried away the inain- 
booin of the Vixen*, within a .short distance 
of Colonel Poindexter, a Member of Con- 
gress, who, with his family, had taken 
pa.^:age on board on his reluin from Con- 
gress; and a splinter from the boom 
wounded slightly i\!r. Rodney, son of ih« 
Attorney-General of the United States, 
who likewise was on his way lo New Or- 
leans. 

The subjoined extract of a letter from a 
Gentleman of great re.'pcctability onboard 
the Vixen, lo his friend in this city, will 
give a detail of circumstances ; and on 
the conduct of Lieutenant Tnppe, wc 
will forbear to make a comment, bccao.se, 
in our war with Tripoli, this Officer signa- 
lized himself; but more especially as we 
aie informed that he has been ordered by 
the Secretary of the Navy to repair im- 
mediately to Washington, for the purpose 
ot an inquiry into his conduct, m not re- 
turning the fire of the Mohelle. 

“ On the 2 ith inst. (June) an occurrence 
took place, w'aich Avas equally unpleasant 
and unexpected. The chaiacter of the 
affair, fiuvvever, corresponds with the treat- 
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merit which vve have so often received 
from the British naval Commanders on 
furni^’V occasioiisr The Mosclic, a *20 
gun brig^, carrying 32 pounders, was lying 
at luiclior under the Stirrup Roy, near the 
Biihinia b-mk. The Vixen approached 
her under full sail, with her pendant and 
ensign hoisted. Tlie Commander of the 
Moselle hoisted Trench colours, and exhi- 
bited several private signals. Captain 
Trippe, on perceiving a boat, which he 
supposed wished to speak his vessel, 
bauted up and rcccivetl the oiiicer, who 
rcfiuested him to go down to the British 
vessel. With this request Captain Trippe 
declined a compliance, furnishing the of- 
ficer, at the same time, with the name of 
the vessel, and her destination. Captain 
Boyce, wlio commands the Moselle, fired 
a siiot at us we passed, which Captain 
Trip{>e considered as an intimation that 
lie wished to speak with us. Several mus- 
ket halls were fired fiom the boat into the 
vessel ; an<l at the very moment the Bii- 
tisli Ofiicer waS' politely received on 
board the Vixen, and before he had taken 
a memorandum of the reply, which was 
given by Captain Trippe to the message 
which was delivered, Captain Boyce 
fired a round shot, which came over the 
quarter-deck, and penetrated the main 
l>oom of the Vixen. Captain Trippe 
immediately discharged the British Offi- 
cer and prepared for action. The Bri- 
tish bug slipped her cable, and got under 
way, menacing an attack on our vessel. 
So soon as she approached within a pro- 
per distance. Captain Trippe dispatched 
a boat, wiiii his First Lieutenant, to de- 
mand of the British Officer an explana- 
tion of his conduct; who sent his Lieu- 
tenant on board the Vixen, with various 
apologies, which were not understood in 
a satisfactory manner ; and Captain 
Trippe addressed a note to Captain 
Boyce, requiring a written statement of 
the reason which had induced him to fire 
two shots at his vessel. Captain Boyce 
returned for answer, that he recognized 
with pleasure, the existing amity between 
the two countries, and was extremely 
sorry for having fired at us— that the rea- 
sons which induced him to fire were, that 
be could not at the time distinguish our 
colours, and saw no preparations for tak- 
ing in sail ; that he had been informed 
that two French privateers were fitting 
out in the United States, and supposed we 
might probably be one of them. He also 
pledged his honour, that hia shot wp not 


aimed at our vessel. The explanation 
was deemed by Captain Trippe sufficient 
to prevent any further conflict ; and vve 
instantly mule sail, and proceeded on our 
course. . The injury which we sustained 
was trifling. Mr. Rodney's son waa 
struck by a splinter from the boom, 
which occasioriiMl his mouth to bleed a 
shoit time — no other person was touched. 

“ The conduct of Captain Trippe, in 
this affair, was high’y honourable to him- 
self, to the American navy, and to Ws 
country. The Vixen was prepared for 
action with the greatest promptitude and 
order, and the explanation demanded in 
a manner which left no doubt as to his 
deterniination to vindicate the honour of 
the national flag, or perish in the attempt. 
'I'he ofiicjal assurances of Captain Boyce 
could not he questioned in an oflicial 
form, but I feel the most perfect convic- 
tions that he know the Vixen to be an 
American man of vvar-»-that be fired the 
second shot directly at the vessel, with 
the view^ of provoking a return of the 
fire, and thereby furnishing Iiim with an 
excuse for going into action with a vessel of 
inferior metal, and then shift the responsi- 
bility from himself, by declaring that his 
shot was fired through nv«take, and with- 
out any intention of injuring the vessel. 
I was on deck, and savvi the gun on the 
forecastle of the Moselle levelled directly 
at the Vixen, and was not more than 
three feet from the place where the shot 
struck the boom. The insolence of this 
transaction is not more remarkable than 
the meanness displayed by the British 
Commander, in forging excuses for his 
conduct." 


> 

Spanish Colonies. Dispatch^ extruded 

from the Spanish Papers, received from 

Cadiz,- It appears to have been sent to 

hrig. General Lnyard, governor one qf 
the colonies taken from Hie enemy, 

Downing-Street, June 29, 1810. 
Sir; Your dispatch, with its incisures, 
has been received and laid before the 
King. — 1 am commanded by his Majesty, 
to express* his approbation of your con- 
duct in sending your aide-de-camp, capt. 
Kelly, to this country, with tlite intelli- 
gence of the events which have recently 
oedhrred in the province of Venezuela.— 
I think it of the utmost importance, that 
Capt. Kelly should return with as little 
delay as possibloi to Cura^oa ; and that 
you should be apprized of the line of oon* 
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duct which, under the circumstances stated jesty observes with satisfaction from the 
in your letter, it is his Majesty^s pleasure papers which have been transmitted to 
that you should pursue in his name.— The him, that the proceedings in the Caraccas 
great object which his Majesty has had appear in a great measure to have origin^ 
fn view from the first moment when in- ated in a belief, that in consequence of the 
telligence was received in the country of progress of the French armies in the South 
the glorious resistance of the Spanish na- of Spain, and the dissolution of the Su- 
tion against the tyranny and usurpation preme Junta, the cause of the parent State 
of France, was to assist by every means in had become desperate. He trusts, there- 
his power this great effort of a brave, fore, that as soon as the actual state of 
loyal, and high-spirited people ; and to things shall have been correctly known in 
sifeure, if possible, the independence of that quarter, the general acknowledgment 
the Spanish monarchy in all parts of the throughout Spain of the Regency, and the 
^oild. — As long as the Spanish nation unremitted exertions of the Spaniards in 
persevere in their resistance to their in- defence of their country under that au- 
Vaders, and as any reasonable hope can be thority, the inhabitants of the Caraccas 
entertained of ultimate success to their will be induced to return to their connec* 
cause in Spain, his Majesty feels it to be tion with Spain, as an integral part of the 
his duty, accoidlng to every Q^ligatioii of Spanish Monarchy. — His Majesty is led 
justice and good taith, to discourage any more particularly to entertain this ex- 
proceeding which may liavo the eflcct of pectalion from the consideration, that the 
separating the Spanish Provinces in Aine- Regency now established at Cailiz ap- 
rica from the pareni state in Kuropc ; the pears to have adopted the same wise and 
integrity of the Spanish Monarchy upon generous principles with respect to the 
principles of justice and tru(t policy being provinces in America as were previously 
not less the object of his Majesty than of adopted by the Supreme Junta, in esta- 
all loyal and patriotic Spaiiianis. — If, how- blishiiig the connection between every 
over, contrary to his Majesty *s most anxi- part of the Spanish Monarchy upon the 
cus wishes, and, as he still continues to most liberal footing, in regarding the 
think, well-founded expectation';, the Spa- American Provinces as integral parts of 
nish dominions in Furopo slif'll be doomed the Empire, and in admitting them in 
to submit to the yoke of the common consequence to Emplace in the Cortes of 
enemy, either in consequence of actual the kingdom. — His Majesty feels confi- 
force or of any compromise which may dent that the same generous and enlight** 
leave to them only the semblance of iiidc- ened policy whiclf has dictated these rnea- , 
pendence, an event which hi.s Majesty, re- snres, will induce the Guveriimont of Spain 
lying on the tried energy and patriotism to regulate the intercourse of the Ame- 
of the Spanish people, can in no degree rican provinces with other parts of the 
consider as probable ; his Majesty will world upon such a basis as will contribute 
feel himself bound by the same principles to their growing prosperity, and at the 
wliicdi liave iniluenced his conduct for the same time augment all the advantages 
last two years in th*e cause of the Spanish which the parent state may Justly expect 
/lation, to afford every assistance to the 
provinces in America which may render 
them independent of French Spain, may | 

(afford a place of refuge to those Spaniards j 
who in disdaining to submit to their op- 
pressor." may look to America as to their 
natural asylum, and may preserve the re- 
maiii.s of the monarchy for their unfortu- 
nate Sovereign, if it should ever be his lot 
under such circumstances to Recover his 
liberty. ^ His Majesty, in thus explicitly 
declaring the motives and principles of 
his conduct, disclaims every view of terri- 
tory or acquisition for him^ell. — His Ma- 
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that this exposition of his sentiments will 
enable you, without difficulty, to regulate 
your conduct in any intercourse you may 
find it necessary to have with the conti- 
guous Spanish provinces in South America. 
And as his Majesty has directed that a 
Copy of his Letter should be communi- 
cated to the Government of Spain, he can 
have no objection to your making any 
use of the avowal of these his Rcntiinents 
which circumstaucas may appear to you 
to require. 
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<* I would inculcate one truth with peculiar earnestness ; namely, that a Revolution is not thn 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD; 

BEING AN EKAMINATIOH 
OP THR 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
VO THB 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR. SALISBURY. 

Letter V. 

Digresaion respecting the use of bank-notes 
as a political support to the government— 
Mr, Addington's notion qf convincing Buom- 
parte by the means of a tax—Ansu er qf the 
Moniteur — Advice given to Mr. Addington in 
the Register in 1 803 — Passage ifuotedfrom a 
government neivs-paper describing bank-notes 
as necessary to the existence of the grAnrnment 
—Same doctrine promulgated by Mr. Paine 
in his Rights of Man— How d^erent is this 
from what the world has been told — Effect of 
it to ent:ourage the enemy — Resume the subject 
of the Sinking Fund — No interest taken ojf in 
1808 — Addington's Act of 1802 — George 
Rose quoted to prove that it was clearly held 
forth to the nation that tuxes would be repealed 
in consequence qf the Sinking Fund—P. S. 
Sir John Sinclair's Pamphlet. 

Gentlemen. 

Before we resume the discussion, re- 
lating to Pitt's Grand Sinking Fund, 
which want of room obliged us to break 
offj at the close of the last letter. 1 think it 
may be useful to submit to you here an 
observation or two. calculated to obviate 
any unfounded apprehensions that might 
otherwise be excited by the apparently 
inevitable fate of the paper-money ; and 
this 1 deem the more necessary, as pub* 
lications are daily appearing, from the 
pent of ignorant or interested persons, the 
evident tendency, and. indeed, bbject. of 
which is. to persuade the public, that the 
existence or the government; that the 
existence of law and order ; that the safe^ 


to persons and property; nay, that the 
continuance of the very breath in our nos- 
irils. depend upon the credit of the JSank 
Notes. 

The author, from whose writings I have 
taken my motto to this present Number of 
my work, was, you see, of a very diilerent 
opinion ; and, 1 have quoted his'sentiment 
upon subject, because his work is well 
known to be of what is called the Anti- 
Jacobin kind, that is to say, a work the 
tendency of which is to prevent men like 
you from having any thing to say or to 
do, any more than your horses, in the af- 
fairs "of government. This writer, who, 
however, might mean well, and who is 
certainly a very clever man. so far from 
supposing that the existence of the govern- 
ment depended upon the credit of bank 
notes, is. you see, lixcd in his opinion, ati 
opinion that he wishes ** to inculcate with 
** peculiar earnestneis,” that a revolu- 
tion. thereby meaning a change in the 
form of government, is not the necessary 
consequence, even of a National Banx- 
ruptcy: that is to say, not only a total dis- 
credj^,of all tlie paper-money and espe- 
cially the Bank of England Notes, hut also 
an utter inability to pay, in any way what- 
ever. the interest upon^the National ]^bt. 
or any part of it. ^ 

This is my opinion also, as it always 
has been since 1 turned my attention to the 
subject. At the beginning of the present 
war. Mr. Addington, who was then the 
Prime Minister, told the House of Clbm<|^^ 
mens, that one of his principal objects in 
laying on the Property Tax anti oi her* war 
taxes, was. ** to convince Buonaparte, that 
it was Itnpeless for him to contend with 
our finances." To which the Monitjeur, 
or French government-newspaper, replied : 
Pay your bank notefin ond silver, and 
then we will believe you. witliout your 
going to war.”* 

* Begifter. Vol. III. page 948. Jun«, 
1803. ^ 
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Whether the Minister made good his pro- 
mise ; whether he has convinced Buona- 
parte, it was ** hopeless for him to contend 
'' with our finances/* you, Gentlemen, are as 
likely to be able to judge as any body that 
I know. 1, for my part, blamed the Minis- 
ter for holding outsuch wmotive for his tax- 
ing measures. 1 said to him : The true 
way of convincing yonr enemy, that this 
war .upon your finances will he useless, is 
to state C'Xplicilly to the world, that you 
are not at all atVaid of the coii'seqnenccs of 
what Vs called a national bankruptcy ; for, 
while you endeavour to make people be- 
lieve, that siicli an event cannot possibly 
happen, they will certainly think that you 
regard it, if itsiiould happc?n,asirrefrie»fl6/t; 
ruin and destruction; and, therefore, ns you 
never can quite overcome their apprehen- 
sions, the best way is to be silent the 
subject, or to set the terrific bug-hcar at de- 
fiance, To Bu()napart6*.s exultation at 
our approaching bankruptcy the answer is 
always ready : France h?ts been a bank- 
rupt; France has not paid her paper- 
money in specie; yet France is not the 
weaker for that ; France is, in spile of her 
ruined finances, in spit'; of the long pamph- 
lets of fcjtr Francis D'lveinois and Mr. 
Kosc, in spite of the longer speeches of 
Lord IS] ornington, Lord Auckland and Mr. 
Pitt, in spite of iho innumerable columns 
of figures which Ihes^ noblemen and gen- 
tlemen have drawn up in battle array against 
her ; in spit« of all this, France is jet 
powerful, yea, much more powerful than 
she was before sho experienced what is 
called a national bankruptcy. V^hat 
ground, therefore, have the French to re- 
joice at our finances being about to under- 
go a^milar operauo*n ^ 

Such were rny senllirrents and my rea- 
soning uj>on this subject, seven years 0 2 ;o ; 
a time, when to pronounce the’ word^c/e- 
prcciafiau, as applied to bank-notes, was 
sure to f>xpose a man to charges yery 
_^l]o*9ho‘l: of treason, which charges were 
^ made by those very per.soi;3, who have 
HOW declawid the greater liaff of our bank 
notes to be destructive assiernats/^ and 
who have called them rile and dirty 
rags,** My opinion was, and it MV is, 
that tlie total destruction of the paper- 
money would •no£*c?fu^3C any change in- 
jurious to this kingdom ; and, indeed, I 
should have a most hearty contempt for 
the constitution and for the whole form 
and composition of our government, if* I 
thought that their existence depended 
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upon the credit of bank-notes. There 
are, however, those who think just the re- 
verse ; and these are, too, writers, who 
appear to be entirely devoted to the go- 
vernment ; one of whom goes so far as to 

say, that the government ha& no o<Aer/fwf- 
worthy sujtport than that which it derives 
from the bank-notea " The human 
" mind,” says he, " is sensible only of 
" the present good, or evil, and has too 
" little thought to anticipate consc- 
** quences, and if it was not for the immt- 
" diate personal interest qf a very large and 
" informed part of the community in the Na~ 
iUmal Debt, patronage and paper currency, 
“ GOVERNMENT COULD HAVE NO 
EXISTENCE, standing insulated on 
•* the pure basis of duty, and remote na- 
iional and respective good. The con- 
" duct of Sweden, America, Ireland, and 
the Jacobins of England, in their par- 
tiality for France, exemplify a want of 
sense to execute the maxims of Epi- 
" cuRus. The paper currency of Bank 
" Notes (there should be no Country 
Banks) offers to Government a most in» 
destructible support, because IT MAKES 
"THE DAILY BREAD OF EVERY 
"INDIVIDUAL DEPEND SUBSTAN- 
" TIAIXY ON THE SAFETY OF GO- 
" VERNMENT, whereas money, which 
" may be hoarded, separates the indivi- 
" dual from the public safety. In the 
" present revolutionary slate of the world| 
I think our paper currency a most fwi- 
" raculous mean qf saff-ation, and the man 
" who would propose the payment qf Bank 
" Notes in specie at any period, to separate 
*/ individual property from jmblic safety, 
" might as well propose the burning qf the 
" Navy to protect the commerce of the 
world **^ 

Gentlemen, do you remember the writ- 
ings of Paine ? Do you remember the 
Rights qf Man; for the writing of which 
the author was prosecMed by the then At- 
torney General who is now the Lord 
Chancellor ? Do you remember the Rights 
of Man, the author of which was prose- 
cuted, and, being absent, was outlawed; 
the publishers of which were prosecuted 
all over the kingdom ; the circulating of 
which was forbidden by Proclamation ; 
and, to counteract the principles of which 
Associations were formed of the rich 
I and the p*owerful ? Well* 'vas in thta 
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very vrorki that the doctrine here laid 
down, by this government writer, was 
tot started. Pmns said, that the existence 
qfthe gopemment depended vpen the existence 
of the bank-notes; and that, the question 
was not, hosn ke/ig the British gasoemment 
would stand; but, how long the Funding 
System would last, Paine’s mode of rea- 
soning was, if I am correct in my recol- 
lection, as nearly as possible like that of 
this government writer. He laid it down 
as an admitted fact, that the people (owing 
to causes that he stated) must be wholly 
indifferent about the fate qf the government ; 
but, that, as so many of them were, either 
by holding Stocks or bank-notes, interested 
in the fate of the government, they would, 
while the Stocks and bank-notes lasted, con- 
tinue to support the government, what- 
ever might be their feeUr^s towards it. 
But, that, when, from whatever cause, the 
Funding System should fail, not a soul 
would be found to lift a finger, or, even to 
express a wish in favour of the existence 
of the government. 

Just the same, or rather more, is now 
said by this government writer ; a writer 
one half of whose pages are filled with 
invectives against those whom he calls the 
friends of the Emperor of France. 'But, 
how is it possible for any thing to be 
written more agreeable to the Emperor 
Napoleon than what this writer has put 
forth ? Until now the world has been told 
Uiat we entertained a real love for our govern- 
ment; that we were attached to our con- 
stitution because it jdForded such fine pro- 
tection to our persons and our property; 
that we loved the constitution, because it 
insured to us the enjoyment of liberty, and 
defended us against every species of op- 
pression ; that we had made numerous sa- 
crifices, and that we were ready to make 
as many more, nay, even to spend our 
last shilling and shed the last drop qf our 
bhod,** 'for the sake of these liberties and | 
in defence of a king, whom we so dearly 
loved, and in gratitude for the blessings 
enjoyed during whose reign, we, held a 
Jubilee. Until NOW, this is what the 
world has been told. But NOW it is 
told, by this loyally-professing writer, 
that the only motive whepce we support 
the government at all, is, to preserve the 
value of the Bank-notes that we hold y 
that, if it was not for the immfidiate per- 
eonal wtereat of so many people in the Na- 
Jimal Ikebt, and for patronage and paper 
tsurrea^, the Obvernment could have no 


existence; that we support the government 
because without its existence, the bank- 
notes would fall, and because, by the num- 
ber of bank-notes, we are thus made to de- 
pend upon the safety of Governmentybroar 
daily bread ; and that, therefore, the man 
who would propose the payment of bank- 
notes in gold and silver at any period, might 
as well propose the burning ^ the Navy, or, 
in other words, the giving up of the coun- 
try to France. 

What, Gentlemen ! are we iiev^r, then, 
to see gold and silver again ? Every 
Minister; every Member of Parliament; 

I every one of those, who endeavoured to 
palliate the measure of protecting the 
llank Company from paying their notes 
in Gold and Silver ; every one of them 

hmented the necessity,** as they called it, 
of the measure. But, NOW, behold, we 
are told that it was a good thing; and not 
only a good thing, but that the government 
could not vxht without it ! Gentlemen, we 
call ourselves a ** thinking people but, 
belfcve me, that this is what would not 
have been said to any other civilized peo- 
ple upon earth. 

We might here easily show how en- 
couraging a prospect doctrines of this sort 
hold out to our enemy, and how strong 
an inducement to uje all those means, whe- 
ther in the way of attack or of menace, 
which are likely to destroy the credit of 
I the paper-money, that being, if these doc- 
trines be sound, the sure and certain way 
i of destroying our government. But, ano- 
I ther opportunity will offer for observa- 
tions upon these matters; and, it is now 
time that we return* to our inquiry into 

the SINKING F«fND. 

• . 

In the last Letter, at page 3 64*, having 
stated the provisions, made in the Acts 
of 1786 and 1792, for the nation’s ceasing 
to pay interest upon the Stock that should 
be redeemed, or bought up by thefCom- 
missioners, after the year 1 808 ; or, ur\ 
other words, the nation’s ewing to pay 
taxes on account of the Stock, or part of 
the Debt, which should be bought up 
afternhat time : having stated these pro- 
visions, we wernproceeding to inquire : 
fVhat was donewP ^ ^ kng-expected year, 
1808? What was done when the year qf 
promise canie t 

. Why, my Neighbour*, not. oM 

tjKW. WHO'. nothing nt w W 

Na ■ 
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way provided for. The nation ceased 
to pay no dividends qf interest; and, of 
course, this work of redemption caused 
none of its taxes to be taken off, “ Well/’ 
say you, ** but, is it possible, that, after 
** such a solemn proceeding; after the 
erpnss and jwsiiire derlaration in two 
Acts of Parliaiiunt, that the dividends 
** of interest should cease to he paid in 
J8b8 ; is it possible, that, after that, all 
. the dividends (lid coniinuc to be paid, 
jiOit the same as tf those Acts had never 
** bict^ashed O, yes! It is not only 
possible to be so, but it is so. All the di- 
vidends have continued to be paid ; and 
are paid to this day. The above-men- 
tioned provisioiiF, in the Acts of I7BG and 
1792 were repeated. The Parliament un- 
did what it had before done. It did away 
the provisions which it had made it^«178li 
and 1792. It passed another Act, which 
said that those provisions should not be 
carried into effect; or, in other words, 
that which was to before was-no /o/igcr 
to. ^ 

This new Act was passed in the month 
of June, 1802, Aduinoton, the successor 
and the friend of Pitt, being then Mi- 
nister, This Act (which is Chapter 71 
of the '12nd year of the reign of George 
111.) is (iitiiled '* An Art to amend and 
«RhNDER MORE .EFFECTUAL two 
*' Acts passed in the twenty sixth and I 
** tln'riy second years of the reign of ^is 
" pre.ceiit lVIuj< sty, for the reduction of 
" the Natirma! Debt.^’ This Act which 
was to render those two Acts morc^ec* 
tuaf, sets out by stating, that the said 
tw'o Acts had been by experience found 
to be attended w'ifiv^ios/ beneficial conse- 
** (juences to iluj public thedit of the coun- 
•' try j” and having mkde that declara- 
tion, it sets to work, and repeals the 
two provisions above-mentioned ; and, of 
course, when the year 1 808 came ; when 
the year of expectation arrived, no dm- 
ceased to be paid, and interest upon 
whrir of the Debt was still paid, and 
is still paitk to this day. 

Gentlemen, it is hardly to be believed, 
that any men, who, like Pitt and Kis 'as- 
sociates and supporters, had invented and 
caused to the two first men- 

tioned Acts, could propose the last-men- 
lioiicd Act, that is to say, the Act of 1802. 
Not only, however, did they propose it, 
but the Antijacobin writers laughed in 
•ar faces and caU«d lu if not le- 


vellers and jacobins, if we ventured to 
express any doubt at all of the wisdom 
and justice of any of these successive mea- 
sures ; and, these writers stoutly denied, 
that it ever was intended to take off any qf 
the taxes in 1 808 ; and, of course, they 
maintained, that we, who felt disappoint- 
ment, in this respect, were fools for our 
pains, and, indeed, they expressed them- 
selves thus, that we were natures fools ^ 
and not the fools of the Minister. 

Never, surely, were any portion of man- 
kind treated with such barefaced contempt 
as the people of England were, at the time 
referred to, by the venal writers of news- 
papers, pamphlets, magazines, and re- 
views, who, seeing the people terrified out 
of their senses, by alternate alarms from 
within and^ without, seemed to think that 
he was the* best man, who could show the 
greatest degree of scorn for their under- 
standing and character. Had not this been 
their persuasion, would they have dared to 
tell us, that none but fools ever expected the 
Sinking Fund to produce a repeal qf Taxes, 
when it must still remain in the memory 
of every man, who was then at all conver- 
sant in political matters, that the repeal of 
taxes; the lessening qf the taxes; the making 
of their burthens less, was the promise held 
forth to the people by the supporters of Pitt ; 

I nay, when it is notorious, that Pitt owed 
the establishment of his tremendous power 
to the opinion which^ the people enter- 
tamed, that he had discovered, and would 
put in practice, the means of nducing the 
load of their Taxes f This, as the great end 
of his schemes, was so much talked of; it 
i.s so well known, that this was so distinct- 
ly' stated in the speeches in parliament, 
and so many times repeated, that 1 am al- 
most ashamed to trouble you with any 
proof of the fact ; yet, considering that the 
point is of great importance, I will put the 
matter beyond all dispute by a reference 
to a work on the increase of the Resources 
of the kingdom, published in 1799, under 
the name of George Rose, who was then 
a Secretary of the Treasury, and who is 
now Treasurer of the Navy and a Privy 
Counsellor, and who, in the execution 
of the work about to be cited, was, doubt- 
less, assisted by Pitt himself. Indeed, 
this must have been the case; or, , at 
^ least, it must be believed, that nolhing> 
upon siichTa subject, and ‘under the name, 
of his official Secretary, would be pob« 
Fished without Pitt’s previous approba* 
tioD. In this which is entitlo^A 
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A Brief Examination into the Increase of 
the RevefMic, Commerce and Munufac- 
tures of Great Britaiiij from 1792 to 
V 1799;** in this work the hopeful effects 
of the fciinking Funds of ]78(j and 1792 
are pointed out> and the writer says : By 
the operation of these sinking funds^ 
" without any further intervention of Par- 
liament, the one existing before the war, 
will attain its maximum (4,000«()00/. a 
year) most probably, in 1 S08, in no case 
later than February ISl 1. As the divi- 
dends due on such parts of the old debt 
as shall be paid off after the sinking fund 
'' shall have attained its maximum, and the 
** annuities which shall afterwards fall in, 
« will be at the disposal of Parliament, 
" the period <if REPEALING TAXES an- 
nualiy, to an amount equal thereto, cannot 
** be delayed more than nine, 'ten, or eleven 
years 

Need I ask you. Gentlemen, whether 
you have heard of any repealing qf taxes ? 
Whether you have^e/r your load qf taxa* 
tion lightened I Whether you pay less taxes, 
than you paid when this placeman wrote 
his book in 1799? No: These questions 
I need not put to you ; nor need 1 ask you 
what are your feelings towards those, who 
fed you with hopes of a diminution of 
your burdens ; nor need I, perhaps, say 
one more word upon the subject of ilij|| 
Sinking Fund, not to have seen througn 
which by this time* would argue a much 
greater want of discernment than 1 am dis- 
posed to attribute to any part of my coun- 
trymen, and especially to you, whose dis- 
cerning faculties have, as to matters of 
this sort, been, of late, preUy well sharp- 
ened by experience, Nevertheless, with 
the hope of leaving no possibility of be- 
wildering any body in future, with regard 
to the nature or eilect of the Sinking Fund, 

I shall add some additional remarks ; but, 
as these remarks will open to us quite 
new views of the matter, and will extend to 
some length, 1 shall postpone them to my 
next; and 1 remain, in the mean while, 
Your faithful friend, 

Wm. Cobbett. 

State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 

September 17, 1810. 

P. S, A pamphlet, entitled^ " Observa* 

TIONS ON THE RsPORT OP TUB BuLtfON * 

Committee/* has just been published 
by Sir John Sinclair, who is, it seems, a 
member of Parliament, and Mrho is said to 
have been recently made a Brivy Coun- 
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So much of such gross ignorance^ 

I in so short a compass, I do not recollect 
I to have met with in the course of ray 
f reading, except peihaps, io the Morning 
Post news-paper or in the British Critic 
Review. Such a publication would be 
wholly unworthy of serious notice, were it 
not pretty evidently the vehicle of the 
sentiments and views of others. For this 
reason, some of its prominent absurdi- 
ties will be noticed, when I come to UiaC*' 
part of my subject, to which ihey^more 
particularly belong. In the mean time, 
m order to furnish the moans of judging 
of this writer*s depth of understanding, 
Uke the following specimen, from a former 
work of his, and compare his theory with 
the practice now before our eyes. Tha 
Public Debts of a nation, not only at- 
" tract riches from abroad, with a species of 
'' magnetic influence, but they also retain 
** money at home, which otherwise would be 
** exported, and whicii^ if sent to other 
countries, might possibly bo attended 
** with pernicious consequences to the 
** State, whose w'ealth was carried out of 
** it. If France, for example, maintained 
its wars by borrowing money, and Eng- 
land raised all its within the year, the ne* 
cessary consequence would be that all 
** the loose and unemployed money of 
England, would naturally be transmitted 
** to France, where it would be placed out 
** to advantage.** This is quite sufficient. 
The next time that Sir John thinks of 
writing upon mattery of this sort, he will 
do w'ell to go, previously, and take a lesson * 
of Mbs. De Yonge. She will ^be able to 
tell him for a certainty, whether National 
Debts have a tendei>cy to keep money at 
home, to prevent it being exported, and 
to bring money from abroad, bhe will also 
be able to give him a lesson upon deprecia* 
tion, in a way, which, perhaps, will make 
the thing comprehensible even to him. 


SUMMARY OF POUTICS. * 

On Thursday a Court-martial comnienced at 
“ Bexhill, for the trial of two privares of the ‘2nd 
battalion of the ROYAL GERMAN LEGION, , 
” who deserted a few days ago, and took ft t m the 
** -beach a large boat for the purpose of fitnng out 
“ to the enemy. They were apprehended, hy a 
•* boatmantji^ Mon- 

day, 17 Sept. 1810. 

Royal GkHMAN Legion. ^Look at the 

Motto, English reader ! Look at the Mot- 
toj « A cat/* they say, “ may look at a 
king ;*^ an||« surely we may look at the 
Deserters from ** the Royal German Le- 


SEPTEMBER 19* 1810.— — Gervhxxn Ijcgion* 
seller. 
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'"GioN,” whom we pay ^What! de- 

sert ! Soldiers of the ^o^al German Le- 
gion desert ? Can thiii be true ? And de- 
sert with a view of going over to the enemy 
too ? Seize a boat, and actually put out to 
sea, in order to go over and join '' the 
uife, hose, infataous miscreant usurper^* as 
the Morning Post so elorjaently calls Buo- 
naparte ? Attempt to go over to join him; 
16* join the very enemy for the express 
'^"pul^sc of defending us against whom th^ 
were brjought into this cotmtry f What 1 in 
such hojste to get to him, that they could 
not wait for chances to take them near to 
him, or to take him near to them ? What 
eagerness there must have been in these 
men of the Royal German Legion to join 
the enemy of England ! But, upon re- 

flection, this, surely, cannot be true^*The 
Times News-paper must have been de- 
ceived. It must be a Libel upon the 
Royal German Legion. What! these 
Royal Legion Soldiers, ''whose loyalty 
" to their sovereign'^ induced them to 
leave Hanover when the French appro*ach- 
cd it, and to enter since into corps for the 
defence of that sovereign’s dominions 
here, desert ; and desert, too, with an in- 
tention of going over to the hated Napo- 
leon ? Oh ! it never can be ; and the 
Times news-paper, which must have been 
imposed upon by sopie ill-disposed per- 
son, will, I dare say, lose no time in 
thanking me for giving it this timely hint 
to make that sort of retractation, which* is 
vulgarly, and most emphatically, called, 

drawing in the horns. If, howeve^^ the 

fact should prove true ; if such court- 
martial, and for such a purpose, should be 
how sitting, let us hate, that its proceedings 
will be made known to\is. It is a case 
which has not before oc(?Uri'ed. . Deserters 
enough, from amongst our English and 
Scotch and Irish soldiers, we have heard 
of: plenty of deserters from the service : 
thousands upon thousands of deserters 
feoiff^the service, as the accounts laid before 
' ^P«rliainent will tell ; but, this is the first, 
and the vf ry first instance that we have 
heard of, wherein deserters from our army, 
at hoffte, have made attempts to get over to 
ike enetny. —If a disposition lilt** this 
exist ; and if it exist in strong a degree 
as to induce ifKuy<vs!r'^|!](ut off to sea in an 
open boat, what must be the conseijuence, 
if the same men weie in the field, and, 
perhaps, ivithin musket-shot of the enemy’s 
out-posts, which is very frequently the 

case ? But,lhete is a sllllmore weighty 

consideration belonging to this fact, if a 


fact it be ; and, that is, the example; and 
who shall say, how far that may extend ? 
Deserting to France is something quite imo 
in our army : the idea is new : and, an 
idea it is that may, possibly, prove of ex- 
treme danger to the country. Men*s 
minds .soon grow familiar with any thing 
that favours their views. This notion of 
deserting to the French coast by ttoos may 
be improved upon, if not, at once, most de- 
cidedly reprobated, and effectual measures 
adopted for preventing .men from at- 
tempting, to act upon it. Let the reader 
only consider, for a moment, what must 
be the natural and inevitable consequence 
of even the bare fact of two soldiers in 
the English army, two of " our defenders*^ 
making an attempt to desert from England 
to France. Let him consider what must 
be the effect bf this upon the minds of our 
own soldiers, upon the minds of our ene- 
mies, and upon the minds of all other na- 
tions.— ——Viewing the thing in this light, 
1 cannot help repeating an expression of 
my hope, that the proceedings ^ this court- 
martial may be made known to the public 
at large.— Either invasion is thought with- 
in the conipass of probability, or it is not : 
if the latter, it is pretty clear that there is 
no great necessity for any troops at all to 
be stationed upon our coasts : if the for- 
mer, it is not, I think, less clear, that we 
to sift to the bottom this attempt to 
go over to the enemy, made by soldiers 

appointed to defend that coast. We 

are told, and we appear to believe, that 
we are the most " thinking people” upon 
earth. Wc should do well to think a 
little upon this matter, before it be too 
late ; for, as the saying is, " thoughts are 

**frcc*' at any rale. 1, for my part, 

shall keep my eye upon the transaction ; 
and, 1 shall expect from the Times news- 
paper, either an explicit drawing in (f the 
horns, or, a full account of xYie proceedings 
and result of the Court-martial. 

Beazils. Either this Number, or the 

next, will contain "Thel^EATYof Frtend- 
*' SHIP and Alliance” between our king 
and the Prince Recent of Portugal, con- 
< tuded at Rio de Janeiro, in February 
lust, several parts of which treaty call for 
a little observation ; but for the present, 
at least, I shall confine myself to what 
' presents itsejf to me, as to the 3d and the 
dth articles, the former of which relates 
to the possession the Crown qf Portugal, 
and the latter to the building qf English sh^ 
qf war in ijes Brazils.— —As to t^s pro* 
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vision for permission for us to build ships 
of war, the Article says, that the Prince 
Regent, in gratitude for the beneiiis he 
has received from the Ro^fal Navy of 
England, ** is pleased to graru to his Bri- 
tannic Majesty the privilege of causing 
timber for the purpose of httUding ships of 
*• war to be purchased and cut down in 
** the woods, forests, and chases of Brazil 
(excepting in Royal Forests j which are 
.appointed for the use of the Portuguese 
** nary,) together with permission to cause 
** shi^ <f war to be built, equipped, or re- 
paired within the ports ana harbours of 
** that Empire, a previous application and 
** notice being made in each instance (for 
'' form’s sake) to the Court of Portugal, 
which shall immediately appoint an 
officer of the royal navy to assist and 
attend upon these occasions. . And it is 
'' expressly declared and promised that 
these privileges shall not be granted to | 
" any other nation or state whatsoever J’ ^ 
Let us first looh bach a little, which may 
be of great use. — ^The worth of this 
privilege; the pi’acUcability of doing 
any of the things of the kind contem- 
plated, was discussed by me, at the time 
of the " PoriTCGUESE Emigbation,” and 
finder that head, in Volumes XII and 
XIII of the Register, where I took all 
possible pains to prevent the efiect of 
those delusions, the consequences of which 
have recently been felt. The new’s-pa- 
pers of the day teeiucd with triumphant ex* 
ultations at the prospect of opening a 
trade with the Brazils, of which they 
gave a picture too flattcring,alas ! for many 
to resist ; and thousands, even thousands 
oi families, are now plunged into ruin for 

having rejected my advice. In com- 

-menting upon an article describing the 
epeculations to the Brazils, 1 said : There 
** needs no assurance, on the part of this 
•* writer, to convince me, that the event 
has produced great satisfaction amongst 
the inhabitants of Piiisbqry ^square and 
Thames Street ; nor have I the least 
« doubt that the Brazils will soon be- 
come a grand outlet for the produce, or 
fruits, of the industry of the pe^k of Eng* 
land, having, indeed, shewn in my 
" former Number, that this would be 
the case. But I see, in ihis, nothing 
to give me satisfaciion, and nothing 
** that ought to give satisfactiqp to any, 
man, who ha.s the good tf England at, 
** heart Again, in another part of my 
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work, I said : “ Already, w'e are told, 
‘•that a hundtefi thousand pounds, taken 
“oat of the taxes of England, has been 
“ sent in specie, to the Brazils, to as- 
“ sist her most faithful majesty. And 
“ this, after all, is the result of that 
“ ‘ glorious event,’ which was to produce 
“ so much good to England ! When will 
“ this commercial and colonising rage cease 
“ to beggar and enslave us ? Never, t\^ 

“ the Corruptions, which are found to bes*.., 
“ so conveniently carried on ihrougjpnie 
“ medium of commercial and colonial as- 
“ sociations, are banished by a wholesome 

chaoge.^’t Over and over again 

did I exhort my countrymen not to be 
deceived by the representations in the 
Morning Post and the other bragging 
news^papers. 1 exhorted them not to 
&uflei*tny one to persuade them to send 
their property to the Brazils. 1 assured 
them, and 1 proved to them, that the ad- 
venture must be attend eil with ruin. 

My advice, grounded upon a thorough 
knov^lcdge of the subject, was scouted, 
and not without imputations upon my 
“ loyalty and the advice of pre- 
sumptuous ignorance, joined to hypo- 
critical zeal for the royal cause, was fol- 
lowed. The adventurers, and those who 
trufcted them, now feel the coiLseauenees : 
consequences the just jrewai d of their cre- 
dulity; OP, rather, ef their perverseness 

in preferring falshood to truth. At the 

lirpe, to which we are now referring, a 
great bustle was made about the capacity 
of the Brazils for buibliiig ships ot war, 
and supplying our West-iiitiia islands with 
lumber ; and, one oi'our fiatieriiig writers, 
whose object was to console us for the 
driving of the faimjf of Braganza out of 
Europe, asserted ^lat there n-as already 
cut down TIMBtli sufficient for twe^y 
ships of the line, whereupon 1 made the fol- 
lowing remarks, the whole of which are, 
at this time, peculiarly applicable. “ Tim- 
I ber for twenty sail of the line ! 
was it cut down for ? And who 
down ? The even!:, whicli has now .taken • 
place, could not Irave been arrticipaied in 
the Brazils; and if it had, whence were 
to come the hands to cot/down the timber? 
The whole of the population does not sur- 
pass half a millidli^i^oulj, scattered over 
an immense territoryr^'^ie Europeans do 
not work, and the African slaves are em- 
ployed 111 raising them provisions and in 

•f Register. p. January 
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working the v^ines* It would require^ 1 1 
should thinks one half of the >vorking po* | 
pulalion to h« employed for a whole year 
to cut down and rough-hew timber suffi- 
cient for twenty ships of the line, suppos- 
ing a sufficiency of the various sorts of 
timber to be found in the country, which, 

1 am convinced, is not the case. And, if 
one half of the working population were 
employed in this way, is it not evident, 
^ one hatf of tJie people Piust cease to eat ; 
or^Hjiat one half qf the mines must cease to ‘ 
hetvorked } This assertion, therefore, respect- 
ing the timber cut down in the Brazils is 
not less weak than untrue. Still, however, 
it is, as to both these qualities, far sur- 
passed by the assertion respecting the ca- 
pability of the Brazils to supply our West 
Indian colonies “ with provisions, lumber, 
** and every ariielt of necessity** c * This 
writer will say, that it is unfair, if I sup- 
pose him to include amongst articles of 
necessity, the clothing and hardware re- 

J uisite in the West Indies; and, therefore, 
will suppose him to mean only the«wood 
necessary for buildings and for cooperage, 
and the food necessary for the people to 
live upon. First, as to the wood, the in- 
habited part of the Brazils is at a distance 
from the centre of our West India colo- 
nies, five times as great as that which di- 
vides these coloniea from the centre ports 
of the United Slates of America, or from 
!Kova Scotia ; so that, supposing there to 
he a ^are populatim in the Brazils, suf- 
ficient for the preparation of the se- 
veral sorts of lumber; supposing there 
to be a sufficiency of saw-milts acd of 
other conveniences under the scorching suns 
of the Brazils; am^supposing there to be 
irdn and shiptjorighlT^f^almndance, in that 
country, the lumber pust arrive in the 
West Indies at an expence which would 
soon cause the plantations to be deserted, 
English sugar necessarily, being quite qna- 
ble to bear a moment’s competition with 
tim raised by the colonists of other nations, 
supposing all this to be overbalanced 
C by the advantage of getting the lumber 
from a country other, than the American 
States. Yet, what good is this gt and event 
to us, in this respect ? We have nnotlur 
of our own, Nova Scotia, covered with all 
sorts of wood. Jromj^^ pine to the haze), 
and we havef n^Wrthelcss, found, that it 
is impossible thence to draw the lumber 
necessary for our West India colonies^ 
The reason is, that we have not there a 
sufficiency of pp^ation to prepare the InVn- 
ber ibr tb^ West ladies, %nd weogyer 


shall have, as long as the banks of the 
Hudson, the Deleware, the Potomack, the 
Ohio, and the Mississippi inviu to the til^ 
ling of a climate more genial f Who does . 
not, upon reading this, see that the 6th 
Article of the Treaty before us can never 
have any practical eifect. What ! Are we 
to go to the Brazils for timber to build ships 
with, when ive have Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick and Canada, all covered with 
timber of every sort and size, and abound* 
ing in most convenient places for har- 
bours and docks ? For what, I should be 
glad to know, are we to do this ? Tim- 

ber / Aye, there is plenty, a great abun- 
dance, of timber, without trenching upon 
'' the FORESTS,” good God I Ch, 
yes ! There is a vast superabundance of 
timber ; but, whence are to come the 
Iron, tlie Cordage, all the means of making 
Arsenals; and, if all these w^ere found, 
whence arc to come the workmen f - — - 
Yet shall we be told : nay, do not laugh, 
reader ; for, as sure as you will be read- 
ing this article of mine, the readers ot the 
** fashumahleVIoxW* will be told, and, I 
dare say, they will believe, that this Gth 
Article of the Brazil Treaty will amply 
make up to us, for the acquisitions which 
France is making in that mine of navdl 
stores, the shores of the Baltic. And thus 
another delusion will get afloat, and will 
be sucked in with full as much confidence 
as the last.— -Besides, reader, suppose 
it piiACTicADLE for to build ships and 
to establish arsenals in the Brazils, have 
those who cry the thing up, reflected 
upon the consequences of so doing ? If 
you remove the arsenals of England from 
England, what do you do much short of 
annihilating the power of England ? You 
take from her her most precious posses- 
sion ; and, is it to be believed, that Navies 
built and manned almost on the other 
side of this globe, would remain long in 
the service of this island ? It was quite 
practicable for us to build' ships in our fine 
colonies, now the American States ; but, 
we took very good care not to do it ; we 
took very good care not to send our 
most valuable artizans to settle out of the 
kingdom, in order to buil(|l navies to 
eclipse our native na^; we' never iiave, 

I believe, yet had a Royal arsenal even 
in the sister Island ; and, therefore, 
I should like very much to know, 
whose genius it was that conceived the 
brilliant idea of 'sending iron and Card* 
age to be wrought up with the timber of 
the Bjrazils^j to aend out Flnglbh 
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to work them up; and, to tax the people 
of England for money to be spent in ship- 
building at a distance equal to more than 
one half, I believe, of the space that is 
between us and the directly opposite s|^le 

of the world. Alas ! this is not the way 

that the Emperor Napoleon goes to work. 
He looks out for arsenals nearer home. He 
goes to Sweden and Norway, whence we 
get our Iron and our Timber, and he takes, 
by due degrees, possession of every chan- 
nel, through which we draw our naval 
stores. He makea arsenals on the banks 
of the Scheldt, and the news, under the 
head of Antwerp of this very day, tells us, 
that “ the two ships of the line that were 
" launched this year from this harbour, have 
“ made room tor the Hymen and the Afo- 
'' narch, of 1 lO guns, which are now on ike 
" stocks.** Each of which ships vyill, 1 am 
satisfied, be built and sent to sea at a less 
expence than we could build and fit out a 

gun-boat in the Brazils. So much for 

the ** privilege'* secured to us by the Gth 
Article of the Treaty before iis; so much 
for what the ** fashionable world V* piint 
speaks of us *• an important advantage, con- 
ceded to this coui\iry , purchasing and 
•* cutting d(Aim timber \n the FORES'iS of 
•* Brazil, for building ships of war, and for 
building, equipping, or repairing ships 
of war wxihiii the Brazilian Ports and 
Harftowrj -Brazilian Ports! Brazi- 
lian harbours ! But, the ** b’OKESTS of 
“ Brazil'* amuse oncjthe most. The FO- 
RESTS ! Like the New Forest, I suppose ; 
or the Forest of Ben* ; or Wolmer Forest; 
or Holt Ft^rest ? Oh, no ! a great deal 
finer and larger than any of these, and 
betta' set with wood** Aye, I’ll warrant 
you; but, reader, let me, who have seen 
a great deal of this sort of Forest" land, 
assure you, that the spot that was covered, 
by the carcasses of my two heifers, last 
night, in the Forest of Bare, is worth more, 
in any view with which an estimate can 
be made, than any million or ten million 
of acres of the " Forests** of Brazil; and 
this, whatever foolish Englishman shall 
tjry the experiment will, when it too 
late, find to be true ^ and, therefore, 1 
would anxiously caution my • credulous 
countrymen in general, against this new 
delusion, which 1 trust will be reserved 
for the exclusive benefit of the ** fashion- 
" able world,** to whose adventure, in this 
way, I most heartily wish success.— -The 
3d article of the Treaty is as. follows: 
^ The seat of the Portuguese Monarchy 
^.iieing established in Brazil, his Britan- 
O V 
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« nic Majesty promises in his own name, and 
** in that of his heirs and successors, never to 
•* acknowledge, as King of Portugal, any 
Prince other than the heir and representative 
qf the Royal Home of Braganza ; and bis 
•' Majesty also engages to renew and main- 
" tain with the Regency (which his Royal 
Highness may establish in Portugal) 

" the relations of friendship which have 
so long united the Crowns of Greats 

Britain and Portugal.** There is oeiy * * 

little to be said upon this. The King pn(L 
niises, for himself and his heirs and suc- 
cessors, ** NEVER to acknowledge, as 
*• king" (or sovereign, I suppose) '' of Por- 
'' tugal,** any body but the heir of the 
House of Braganza; that is to say, any 
body but the Prince Regent and his suc- 
cessors. 1 have only to add, that this pro- 
mise is*made « IN THE NAME OF THE 
'‘MOST HOLY AND UNDIVIDED 

" TRINITY.** -This being the case, it 

is, 1 think, high time that we begin to in- 
quire what sort of a state this same Portu- 
gal is aow in ; whence we shall, perhaps, 
be able to form something like an estimate 
of the probable cost of adhering to this 
promise, made w ith a degree of solemnity 
and piety, so truly characteristic. 

Portugal. '■ In my last Number, at 
page 371, I was so pressed for room, that 
I could not resume my remarks upon the 
war in Portugal, which had been, in the 
forruer Number, page 34«2, brought down 
to about the 20tli of August, at which 
lime the enemy had, it was said, begun 
the si#ge of the fortress of Almlida, but 
with every prospect of nor soon s'icceeding 

ill reducing it. I will, before 1 

presume to oiler ai}^’4emarks upon these 
matters myself, go^back, and state what, 
through the channel of the Morning Post, 

I he ** fashionable world" have sucked in 
like mother's- mi Ik, since the time here 

referred to. They have been told, that 

in Spain, not fewer than 1,500 deserl^s 
from the French army entered into ouA - 
service about the 21st of August, on the 
side of Gibraltar that on tITe side of 
Madrid there is sl farmer, a fine dashing 

“ young^ellow** at the hei^ of about 1,500 
meni who sometimes " dashes into the 
gates qf Madri^AryH imerccpl<i the 
" French dispatches ;* -" - ^ that, when foU 
flowed the farmer and his men (adopting^ 
the practice of partridges) disperse to 
meet again at the rallying point -that 
Ldfd Talavera frankly says, that if be is 
blessed with fieaUb and a UQXitUm«ilC[|» ^ 


SEPTEMBER iO, 1810._Por<«ga7. 



4US] FOIiUCAL R£GiST£R.--i^Yi«{a/. t404 


good aphiis, he has no/4Mir for the result of 

the expected general action ; that 

Marshal Beresford has transmitted to the 
council of regency an eagle taken from' the 
Swiss battalion lately made prisoners of 
war that (for tlie sake, we may sup- 
pose, of shewing what valour it required 
to take this eagle from the Swiss) a body 
of Swiss troops to the number of 500, de- 
serted to the British army, on the 2Qth of 
««^ugust with all their arms and accoutre- 
v^ts;^ that I^rd Talavera's procla- 

mation denouncing punishment against 
those Portuguese who may favour the 
French, and that his general orders re- 
specting those officers who send home 
news from his army, and who are called 
by this writer traitors to their country, 
must be read with satitfaetim and make 

\IR happy; that, turning agaiiv'to the 

side of Spain the Junta at Cadis had heard 
what the governor of Madrid had said in 
Ol whisper ax his table; that king Jo- 

seph bad narrowly escaped being murder- 
ed, that his goods were all packing up at 
Madrid, that he had escaped from the 
play-house on foot, that general Morla 
was put in a state of arrest because he said 
he thought the game was up, that poor 
Joseph had reached almost the end of his 
cares of royalty, that he was about to quit 
Madrid, that his brother had sent fur him 
home to France, that there was a general 
pack up at Madrid, that the sale of provi- 
sions at the palace at Madrid, had actu- 
ally commenced, and that this intelligence 
all came from a source ** of unquestionable 
authenticity,’* namely that of a Danish 
officer^ who had entered the service of 
Joseph, in order ^at he 'might have an 

opportuiiity of over to us;** 

that, (tunning now li$ck again to Portu- 
gal) the French army shews an aweful re- 
ject for the gallantry of Lord Talavcra, 
whose caution, vigilance, judgment, and 

sagacity, .have out-witted Massena;^ 

J^t the oDposition in England do not re-, 
in the present prospect of things, 
which sheds such additional lustre on our 

military •fame ; that the ministers, 

their adherents, and every good subfect, 
heartily exult in the present po|ture of 
things, both in Spain and Portugal, a pos- 
ture of thtnga^hybjg^fies the promises, 
wbichderidesthe threats, which defeats the 
projects, and which confounds the ambi-v 
iiob of Buonaparte, and to true British 
hearts such prospects and events most ever 
be matter of proud exultation, howdVer 
they may diuppomi the &cpectaUoiM of 


Buonapaile’a 4 indi» 2 rcrs, and frustrate the 
views of an e^UUm factum —that the 
people in Portugal vie with each other in 
aeal for the good cause — that the de- 
sej^ions from the French army continue ; 
■ ■■ —t hat 70 men came over lately in one 
day and some of these were Frenchmen ; 

that our army is getting ready for a 

general engagement, and that, though a 
bloody, it will doubtless be a glorious 
day for Britain, as the armies are nearly 
equal in force that the soldiers of 
the French army are very much dUcon^ 
tented, in consequence of being obliged to 
cut the com and to thrash and grind it 
(whether with their teeth or not, is not 
mentioned) — that Lord Talavera, tells 
our government, in his last dispatches 
that Massena is in such distress for pro^ 
visions, that he was obliged to send one 
half of ids army back into Spain;—— 
that the royal academy of Lisbon has 
proposed the following question : " What 
" will be the most proper mode qf erecting, 
in Portugal, a monument of eternal gra* 
titude, that may preserve to posterity an 
indelible testimony of British generosity, 
** which, by the most costly sacrifices, has 
** liberally bestowed all the means of 
saving onr country, and maintaining its 
** independence. Essays on the subject are 
** to bercoeivediiH the end of December.**^^ 
This was what had been stated in these 
prints up to the 16th of this month. On 
the 17 th, the " fashionable world'^ were 
told, that Almeida had fallen!— 
that Almeida had fallen, that Mr. Cox, 
the English Colonel, who conamanded in 
it, was safe, that the event was produced 
treachery. But on the 1 &th, out comes 
the truth ; or, at least, a part of the truth, 
in the following words; before we insert 
which, however, let us ask, how it comes 
to pass, that these dispatches of my Lord 
Talavera, have not been published. -Why 
should these dispatches more than other 
dispatches, be kept from the eye of the 
public ?— — •* Dispatches were received 
" this morning from Lord Wellington, by 
which it appears that the enemy opened 
his fire upon Almeida on the ni^ tfihe 
** 25th, ult. and obtained possession of Che 
place on the night of the 27th.— —Some 
prisoners taken on the 28th report, that 
the magaaines of tlie Fort blew op on 
the night of the 25th ; that on the 27th 
** the Gooemor proposed to surrender the 
** place on condition that the garrison 
imd inhabitants might join Lord Wd- 
** lington’i army* but this was refused, 

\ 
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ai^d the fire was renewed. The Go<^ 
** Terner held out toAtVe hU amminiitan 
lasted, and surrendered at two a. m. of 
the 2Sth. Offers had been made to the 
" garrison to take them into the French 
** service, hui ihe^ all rgedad the offer with 
•• arid prfferred being sent pru 

soners to France. ^The woother had 

interrupted Lord Wellington’s tele- 
•• graphic communication with Almeida 
*• on the 26tb and great part of the 27tb, 
•• so that he had no opportunity of knowing 
** its situation after 'the" ex plosion of the 
magazine. — lx>rd Wellington, has 
again moved his infantry to the Val- 
ley of Mondego, keeping a division on 
•• Guarda. His cavalry outposts at Al- 
verca. Head-quarters at Celorico. On 
the 25th some skirmishes took place be- 
tween the piquets: Captain *Lygon of 
^ the 16th, was wounded. A piquet of 
the Royal Dragoons made a gallant and 
successful charge upon the Itody of the 

*• enemy, and made some prisoners. 

Hegnter has made no material move- 
ment. Sixty of his cavalry had been 
•• cut off by a corps of the 1 3th Light 
Dragoons, and a troop of the 4th Portu- 
guese Dragoons under Captain White, 
** and the whole were made prisoners, ex- 
cept the Commanding Officer and one 
man who were killed. This has been a 
" very creditable affair to the allied caval- 

“ ry. In the North, a French corps ad- 

vanced on the 2()Lh to Alcanezas, but on 
** the approach of General Silyeira, from 
** Braganza, they immediately retreated. 
Lord Wellington’s dispatch is dated 

" Celorico, the 29th ult. Since writing 

the above we hear that 5(X) men were 
blown up when the magazine of Almeida 
exploded. The Governor, Cox, is among 

the wounded.** ^Thus, you see, reader, 

eoery thing favourable, that they told us 
was false. Mr. Cox, it appears, is, not 
safe ; the event was not produced by 
treachery ; the resistance made, was of no 
duration worth speaking of ; and, reader, 
do you not blush, to reflect thattliey aiqp 
our countrymen, who, aftet what 
ave read above, attempt to make an ||to- 
logjr for the surrender of this 
which apology they ground upon assertions 
about husy weather and want tf ammunition f 
— -These same writers, even at the very 
time that they are comraunicatittg this 
event to the public, put forth a string of 
nrew falsehood's. They assert tliat the fall 
oPthis fortress can have no influence on the 
fbrtutiea of the campaign ; that spirit 

. / 
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of resistance to the French daily spreada 
wider and bums fiercer; and that, in 
short,’ our prospects in that part of the 
world 'are brighter titan rter.-— ^Here I 
should quit the subject of the war in Por* 
tugal for the present, were I not called 
uponTor a word or two by way of answer 
to the Morning Chronicle, which print, 
contrary to its general character for cor- 
rectness, had stated previous to my num- y 
ber of the 8th instant, that we had but ' 
handful of men in Portugal, upon which*"! 
made a remark (at page 312) which the 
Morning Chronicle has since construed 
into a sneer. 1 did not sneer: but, if I 
had, I am sure Mr. Perry will now excuse 
the sneer, when he has attentively exa- 
mined the following document, (doubtless 
authentic:) taken from the Cousier, minis- 
terial nev^-paper of the 17th instant. 


24 Regiments of Portuguese In- 
fantry, of 1 ,550 men each ... 37,000 

12 of Cavalry, 594 each 7,128 

6 Battalions of Chasseurs, of 628 

men each 3,768 

The Loyal Lusitanian Legion ... 2,267 

4 Regiments of Artillery, of 

1,200 men each 4,800 

4 ditto ditto, 1,148 men each ... 4,592 


Portuguese Regulars 59,755 

48 Regiments of Portuguese Mif 

litia, at 1,101 men each 52,848 


112,605 

English Army 30,000 

Total 142,603 


What, then ! Wherg^ is now the man ; I 
would fain see the man, with a wig or in 
his own hair ; i would fain see the man, 
who would attempt, after this, to take 
from me any part of my army of SIXTY 
THOUSAND FIGHTING MEN. Here 
are, as the reader will see, 142 thousandr^, 
men ; and, surely this is not a ** handlful,** 
Mr- Perry, It is a number fat grealcr 
than H has ever been pretended Massena 
had. Well, then, may we make sure of 
final suCsess, seeing, too, that Massena's 
army is daily and hourly wasting with 
hunger, sicknets, amf*ftf«er,v'c^ at fact which 
is stated in every packet of letters that 
Arrives. Observe, too, that this staten^t 
docs not include Romana*s army, which, 
from" the last accounts, appears to be 
SlOmolisand moge, which would make the 
whole amount to 1 62 thousand meD> with 
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v^ hkh force, if the French are not driven 
out of Portugal and Spaiiij there is no- 
thing left for it but to betake ourselves to 
the Morning Post artillery, namely, the 
artillery of execrations, 

Wm. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

September 18 /A, 1810 . 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

wyi.rn^ProcJamaiion qf the Dukk of D\i.- 
MAT FA (Marshal Scmlt), rdathe to the 
punishment of those Spaniards wlto oppose 
the French, without being in an 
Seville, May 'J 3 1810. 

Don Bias de Araiiza, Couiiycllor of State 
v/f his Catholic Majesty, Royal Commis- 
sary, Prefect of this Province, &c. Ilis 
Excellency the Marshal of ihoe Ifimpire, 
Duke of Dalmatia, has transmitted to me 
the following orders, dated the 7th inst.: 

- — The state of the South of Spain imperi- 
ously requires tliat vigorous measures 
ishould be adopted to encourage raspccta- 
ble people, and destroy those factious 
bands who cmK/avour to excite in this 
unhappy kingdom all the horrors of civil 
war : it is there fort* become necessary, 
in consequence of this state of ailairs, 
to rigidly enforce the following orders : — 
I, In every place where a civic guard is 
not organized, and wliere it is conse- 
c|uently necessary to station Imperial 
troops to maintain peace and prevciU dis- 
orders, the pay of the said troops, during 
the time they may remain in such can- 
tonments, is to be discharged by^the in- 
habitants, who are moreover bound to 
supply tliem wiih the usual articles of 
subsistence,— II. v^hatover may be the 
nature of any crime^ committed in a dis- 
trict, the inhabitants shall be obliged to 
pay the value of the stolen property ; and 
in addition thereto, an extraordinary war 
contribution shall he imposed on them. — 
All districts that organize a civic 
guard, or volunteer companies, for the 
purpose of protecting the public establish- 
ments, tnaintaining tranquillity, and re- 
pressing robbery, shall be exempt from 
this burthen and penalty. — IV.^All the 
inhabitants of a district are responsible in 
a mass for ^ly? s aiety^and preservation of 
the public tunds, as well as the royal 
treasure ; should it, therefore, happen thait 
the districts sofler this property to be car- 
^ ried olfby robber'?, they shall be imme- 
diately amerced in a sum triple the ^lue 
of the stolen property. The same penalty 


shall be' inflicted on persons who aljow 
themselves to be robbed, and they shall 
moreover be liable to the regulations con- 
tained in the Istarlicle.— V. Districts that 
furnish assistance to the bands of robbers, 
whether in men, horses, beasts of burthen, 
provisions or forage, or which suffer them 
to be carried off, shall be obliged to pay 
into the Royal Treasury three times the 
value of the articles so supplied, and shall 
be brought before a tribunal to be tried 
by the laws against such persons as give 
assistance in any way to robbers, and 
against the families of those who attach 
themselves to such bands. — VI. No spe- 
cies of indemnity will be received for (he 
pains and penalties contained in the fore- 
going articles, unless the inhabitants shall 
prove that they resisted, and that they 
were oWiged to yield to a superiority of 
force, which must in ail such cases ex- 
ceed half the population. — VII Should it 
happen that a district is siirprise4l by a 
considerable numbor of mbbers, and that 
its force is not sutiicient to repel them, the 
magistrates are enjoined to adopt all pos- 
sible means of making it known to the 
troops in the neighbouring districts, who, 
so soon as they are apprized of it, are to 
march without delay to tlic assistance of 
the districts that arc attacked ; but should 
thi-re be the least neglect on any side in 
this respect, th<»se guilty of it shall be 
punished. — ^Vlll. The Magi.‘‘trate5 ofevery 
distiict aie p4*isonally ic^ponsible for 
•strangers travelling tin rein, and those re- 
siding in it. It is their duty to arrest all 
persons travelling without a regular pass- 
port; tho.se who shall not make known 
their means of living; persons whose con- 
duct becomes suspicious from making se- 
ditious proposals, exciting the inhabitants 
to join the insurgents, distributing procla- 
mations or false intelligence contrary to the 
Government of his most Catholic Majesty 
the King, Don Joseph Napoleon, or main- 
taining an understanding with the rebels. 
The persons arrested sh:ill be jconducted 
by the Magistrates to the principal town 
•in the provincial district, and brought be- 
fore the respective Tribunals, by which 
they shall be immediately brought to trial, 
— IX. There is no other ^Spanish army 
than that of the King Don Joseph Napo- 
leon. Therefore all collections of persons 
in the provinces, whatever be their num- 
ber or whoever be their leader, shall be con- 
sidered only as so many gangs of robbers, 
whose sole object is plunder and murder.^ 
£vety one belonging to these gangs, who is 
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taken with arm in his fiands, shall be mme- 
diatdy tried the military Prevot and shot, 
and his body exposed on the highxoay.-^X. 
Every individual who shall arrest a mur- 
derer or robber who is convicted of being 
such, shall receive a reward of 100 francs; 
which shall be encreased in proportion to 
fhe consequence of the person arrested. — 
Tlie^e are the measures which appear to 
me the most effectual for re-establishing 
order. They cannot be considered as too 
severe, when it is known that the weight 
of them is intended to fall upon criminals, 
w ho have hitherto defied the ord inary laws. 
The object I have in view will be partially 
obtained, if the respectable classes of the 
rominunity, animated by greater confi- 
dence, will henceforth display more 
energy, and by so doing render them- 
selves more worthy of tlio appr^b^ation of 
his Most Catholic Majesty. (Signed) 

The Marshal Duke of Ualmatia. 

That every one may become ac()uainted 
with this, and no one prelend ignorance 
of it. I have ordered it to he published, in 
obedience to his Majesty’s orders commu- 
nicated hy his Excel ’eiicy the Duke of 
Dalmatia. (Signed) 

Blas i)e Aranza. 


Reisdiatory Proclamation, issued at Cadiz, 
\5ihAug. J810. 

The Council of Regency of the king- 
doms of Spain and ih^ Indies, governing 
these States in the name of their King 
Ferdinand VU, a prisoner, feeling the 
ulmnst horror and indignation on reading 
a kind of Decree signed at Seville on the 
9th ?*Iay of the present year, by a lunatic, 
calling himself tlic Duke of Dalmatia, and 
published by a degenerate Spaniard of 
the name of Bias de Aranza, would have 
forthwith adopted measures against a pro- 
ceeding offensive to the brave defenders 
of their religion, their king, and their 
country, if they could have conceived 
that the articles of this sanguinary decree 
were intended to be put in force ; but, as 
experience has not left the least doubt on 
^ thi.s point, the Council of Regency feeU 
itself under the necessity of departing 
from the bounds of that sober conduct, 
inspired till this moment by their own 
noble sentiments and those of the mag- 
nanimous nation that has placed them at 
its head, whose dignity it considers to have 
been grossly insulted ; and considering 
bow improperly the epithets of robbers 
and murderers ere applied, by vvhich the 


said Duke of Dalmatia, and the French 
Marshals, and Generals, attempt to jus- 
tify the unexampled horrors which tl,cy 
commit in countries lhey*have unjustly 
attacked, and the denaturalization of the 
small number of Spanish wretches, who 
by assisting such robbers, flatter them- 
selves they shall be able to complete tlv jr 
perfidious plan of usurpaiion, by means 
revolting to humanity, have ordered that ^ 
the following articles be observed and put ' 
in execution. — I. They renew the declara- 
tion of the Central Junta on the 20th of 
March in last year; to wit, that every in- 
habitant of I^pain, capable of bearing 
arms, is a soldier of liis country, because, 
in consequence of the measures alieady 
taken, every Spaniard is obliged to tuko 
up arms against the biigands who infe.sft 
the Pen%snla, and join the armies, the 
flying corps, the detachments, or Guer. 
rillas, acting together or separately, or 
composing the corps of reserve or gar« 
risons. — II. If on tlie arrival of the na- 
tional troops in any district, (hey shall 
find there a body, calling itself the Civic 
Ciuard, appointed by the Usurper Joseph, 
the commanders of battalions and other 
superior ofli<;ers of such giianl shall bo 
irniiiediately taken before the next jus- 
tices ; and in case the national troops hvive 
been fired on, the chief or chiefs who or- 
dered it shall be brought before a council 
of war, and upon conviction shall be pii- 
nishe^l acconling to the inagniliirlc of their 
oliliice. — III. Tho Corregidors, Alcades, 
Justices, &c. of distrirts who through fear 
of the ^Vtneh sliall refuse to fitcilitafe 
supplies of provisions or assistance to the 
national troops, shall be punished, as well 
as the inhabitanls Ibr jiny charges substan- 
tiated against them -ylV. The Justices of 
districts, and the oflicers commanding colps 
or partie.s, are ordered to arrest every 
passenger who shall be found bearing the 
orders of the intrusive government, or who 
shall represent himself as authorised 
such government to make requisitions of 
provisions or any other articles; he shall 
be conducted to the next post occupied 
by the national troop.s to be there tried 
and punished — V. For every Spaniard 
pTODcd to nave been murdered in obedience to the 
brfore-fneniioned DcchM of the I>gke of DaU 
matin, the first three Prmchmen taken in arm, 
shall he hanged without fail — VI. For ever^ 
house that shall he burned without any other 
olyect in view than the execution (f that ^stem 
of ddmtation proposed by those calling them^ 
selves Marshals, Veuctah, and Chitfe qf the 
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gangs the tyrant Napolem, the three fint 
persons taken belonging to the French army 
shall be banged, and as many for every one, 
whatever be hij^ age or condition, who will 
have perished in the flames, or in consequence 
of the fire, — ^Vll. Considering that he is 
ihe true robber and murderer who kills 
and plunders t rovu habit, the Council ot Re- 
gency declarts, that so long as the Duke of 
Dalmatia docs not withdraw his aangui- 
^ nary decree^ and does not alter the con- 
duct he has observed in Spain, he shall be 
personally considered as unxcorihy of the pro^ 
teciion q?' the law of nations, and be treated 
like a robber, if he should happen to he taken | 
by any <f our troops. — VIll. Although no 
Marshal of France ever took upon him to 
publishso atrocious a decree as that of Gene- 
ral Soult, calling himself the Duke of Dal- 
matia, seeing, notwithstanding |hat all or 
the greater part of Napoh on^s satellites, in- 
cluding therein the I'surpcr Joseph, as 
well as the infamous Spaniaids who sui- 
round him, persist in givni^r no other names 
to the Spanish troops than those of iiisur- 
geHts and robbers, the Coi.ncil of Itegcncy 
declares that until these ollensive names be 
changed, the French armies in Spain shall 
be considered in no other light than rob- 
bers or assassins, and shall be called by no 
other naore wheneNor it is necessary to 
mention them. — IX. This order shall be 
coinmunicaUd trK.the C'ommunder of the 
National troops, to the Captains General of 
provinces, to the Governors of foi tresses, 
and all those at the head of corps, move- 
able columns, detachments, and the leaders 
of Guerillas. It shall be conin^nicated 
by these to the enemy’s Generals to whom 
they are opposed ; endeavours shall be I 
made to circullhe it among the French 
soldiers, that they ^lay judge with their 
own eyes, of the rit'^iisurcs we are com- 
pelled to adopt by the inconsiderate rash- 
ness ul a mad in an. — X. The present order 
fshall be, moreover, printed in French and 
^'.'anish, and circulated every where, as 
within as without tht kingdom, that 
*vovy one m^ become acquainted with, 
and thzK all Europe may shudder at the 
hoirible conduct ofj these enemies of the 
human race ; and that all the powers, the 
aliieSf or rather the slaves of Prartcc, al- 
ready too unfoituuAite in having their 
childreib Aldlt relations, and theif friends 
ill the French armies, may see the inevita- 
ble fate prepared for them by the cruelty 
of a monster, who having been disap- 
pointed in his plans of conquest, makes a 
last effort ; persuading *hunself without 


[iU 

doubt, that by these means he will find 
no difficulty in subjecting a nation, which 
never ceases to shew the superlative con- 
tempt with wdiich it regards such threats, 
and whose gr^^atness of soul encrcases so 
wonderfully in its reverses, that the Tyrant 
of France should in future be convinced, 
that all his forces ami those of his allies 
are far from being sufficient to subdue a 
people, who have sworn to defend their 
rights, and to maintain them with equal 
perseverance and bravery.-— Ww Majesty 
has ordered me to communicate this Royal 
Order to you, that it may be published, 
circulated, and afterwards carried into* 
execution. (Signed) 

Eusedio de Bardaxi and / zara. 


BRAzif..s. Treaty of Friendship and Al^ 

lia7g:<s, between his Ih'itannic Majesty and 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of 
Portugal. — Signed at Rio dc Ji'naro, the 
J \)ih of February, 1 S I O. 

In th(5 Name of llie most Holy and Un- 
divided Trinity. 

Ills iNLiji'sly the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
and his Royal Highness the Piince Re- 
gent of Portugal, being impressed with a 
scn.se of the advantage which the two 
Crowns have derived from the perfect 
harmony and friendship which have sub- 
sisted between them during four centu- 
ries, in a maimer equally bonourable to 
the good faith, moderation, and justice of 
both parties, and recognizing the iinpor- 
lant and haj>py ellects which their mutual 
alliance has produced at llit present crisis^ 
during whichhisRoyal llighnessthe Piince 
Regent of Portugal (fiimly attached to the 
cause of Great Britain, as well by Lis own 
principles as by the example of his august 
ancestors,) has continually received from 
his Britannic Majesty ihe most generous 
and disinterested support and succour, 
both in Portugal and his otlicr dominions, 
have determined, for iho benefit of their 
respccliv© states and subjects to form a 
solemn treaty of friendship and alliance : 
for vv'hich purpose his Majesty the King 
of the United Kingdom of Great Biiiain 
and Ireland, and his Royal Highness tike 
Prince Regent of Portugal, have named 
for their respective Commissioners and 
Plenipotentiaries, to wit, his Britannic 
Majesty the most Illustrious and nmt 
Excellent Lord Percy Cliaton Sydney, 
Lord Viscount and Baron of Strapgford# 
one of his Majesty’s most Honourabli^ 
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Privy Council, Knight of the Military 
Order of the Bath, Grand Cross of the 
Portuguese Order of the Tower and Sword, 
and his Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary 
and Mini ter Plenipotentiary at the Court 
of Portugal ; and his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, the most Illustrious and 
most Excellent Lord Don Rodrigo de 
Souza Coutlinho, Count of Linharcs, I^ord 
of Payalvo, Commander of the Order of 
Christ, Grand Cross of the Order of Saint 
Bento, and of the Order of the Tower and 
^'Word, one of his Royal Higliness’s C*)un- 
c;il of State, and his Principal Secretary of 
Stale for the Departments of Foreign 
Affairs and War; who, after having duly 
exchanged their respective full powers, 
have agreed upon the following Articles : 
Article I. There shall be a perpetual firm 
and unalterable friendship, defensive al- 
liance, and strict and inviolableVnion, be- 
tween his Majesty the King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, his 
heirs and successors, on the one part, and 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, his heirs and successors on the 
other part ; as also between and amongst 
their respective kingdoms, dominions, pro- 
vinces, countries, and subjects, so that the 
high coiHrncling parties shall constantly 
employ as well their utmost nttehiion 
all those means which Almighty Provi- 
dence lias put in their pouer, fur preserv- 
ing the puhiic trjuiquillity and security, 
fur maintaining itieir^ common interests 
and for their mutual defence and guaran- 
tee against every hostile attack, the whole 
in conl’ormiLy to the treaties already sub- 
sisting between the high contrdcting par- 
lies; the stipulations of which, so far as 
the poi.its of alliance and friendship are 
concorritd, shall remain in entire force and 
vigoui, and shall be deemed to be renew'cd 
by the pn-sent treaty in their fullest inter- 
pretation and extent.— II. In consequence 
of the engagement contracted by the pre- 
ceding article, the two High Ctintracting 
Parties shall always act in concert for the 
maintenance of peace and tranquillity, and 
in case that either of them should be thrt -.t- 
ened with a hostile attack by any power 
whatever, the other shall employ its most 
earnest and effectual good offices, either 
for preventing ho.‘?til:iies, or for procuring 
just and complete satisfaction to the injured 
party — HI. In conformity with thi^ decla- 
ration, his Britannic Majesty agrees to re- 
new and confirm, and does hereby renew 
and confirm, to his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, the engagement 
contained in the sixth Article ot^ie Con- 


vention signed by their respective Plcni- 
potent! aries in London on the twenty- 
second day of October, 1807, which Arti- 
cle is hereunto subjoined, *wiih the omis- 
sion only of the words previously to his 
departure for Brazil,*' which words imme- 
diately followed the words which his 
Royal Highness may establi.sh in Portu- 
gal.” — The seat oi' the Portuguese Mo- 
narchy being established in Brazil, his Bri- 
tannic Majcsiy promises in his own name, 
and in that of his heirs and successors, 
never to acknowledge as King of Portugal 
any Prince other than the heir and legiti- 
mate representative of the Royal House of 
Braganza ; and his Majesty also engages 
to renew and maintain with the Regency 
(vvhich his Royal Highness may establish 
in Portugal) the relations of friendship 
which Ifi^ve so long united the Crowns of 
Great Britain and Portugal.”— And the 
two High Contracting Parties do also re- 
new and confirm the additional articles 
relating to llie Island of Madeira, signed 
in London on (he I blh clay of March, 1 803, 
and engage faithfully to execute such of 
them ns umain (o be executed.— IV. His 
Royal Ilighuess Jlfc Pilncc Regent of Por- 
tugal renews and confirms to his Britaiinic 
Majesty the engagement which has been 
made in his royal name, to make good all 
and several the losses and defalcations of 
properly su^cuined by-tiie .subjects of his 
Britannic Majesty, in consequence of the 
various measures which the Court of Por- 
tugal vNas unvvillingl\^ obliged to take ia 
the rnorilh of Novoiiiber, 1 807. And this 
article to be carried into full effect as 
soon as possible after (he exchange of 
the ratifications of the present treaty.— 
V. It is agreed, that in case it should ap- 
pear that any losses pr injuries in point of 
property have been sustained either by 
the Portuguese Government or by the 
subjects of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, in consequence of the 
state of public affairs at the time of 
amicable occupation of Goa by the troops 
of his Britannic Majesty ; the said losses 
and injuries shall be duly inveSlignied, 
and that upon due proof thereof they .shall 
be madcjgood by the Br itish Governmeiit. 
—Vl.HisRoyal Highness the Pi iiiceRegent 
of Portugal,*prescrving a grattTul 
braiice of the service and assistance which 
ki.s Crown and family have received from 
the Royal Navy of England, being coiv- 
vinced that it has been by the powerlal 
exertions of that navy in support of the 
rights and indej^cMidence of Europe, that 
the moat efiectual barrier has hitherto 
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been opposed to the ^imbition and injus- 
tice of other states ; and desiring to give 
a proof of contidence and p( rfect friend- 
ship to his truG^and ancient ally the King 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, is pleased to grant to his Bri- 
tannic Majesty the privilege of causing 
timber for the purpose of building ships 
of war to be purchased and cut down in 
the woods, forests, and chases of Brazil 
* (excepting in the Itoyal Forests, which 
are appointed for the use of the Portuguese 
navy,) 'together with permission to cause 
ships of war to be built, equipped, or re- 
paired within the ports and harbours of 
that Empire, a previous application and 
notice bring made in each instance (for 
formas sake) to the Court of Portugal, 
which shall immediately appoint an oflicer 
of the royal navy to assist aiuV aUenri 
upon these occasions. And it is expressly 
declared and promised that these privi- 
leges shall not he granted to any other 
nation or state wliai soever. — VII. Itissti 
pulated and agreed by the present Tieaty, 
that if at any lime a squadron or number 
of ships of war should be s* nt by either of 
the high contracting juirties for the suc- 
cour and assistance of the other, the party 
receiving the succour and assistance shall, 
at its own proper charge and expeiicc, 
furn'.sh the said squadron or ships of war 
(so long as they, may be actually em- 
ployed for its benefit, protection, or .sei- 
vice), w'ith the articles of frc'jh beef, vege- 
tables, and fuel, in the same propoitTon in 
which those articles arc usually supplied 
to its own ships of w’ar, by the party so 
granting the succour and assistance. And 
this agreement is declared to be recipro- 
cally binding on each of the high con- 
tracting parties. — Vill. Whereas it is sti- 
pulated by former Treaties between Great 
Britain and Portugal, that in times of 
peace the ships of war of the former power, 
that may be admitted at any one time 
into any port belonging to the other, shall 
exceed the number of six, his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, 
coiifulicg in the faith and pennaiieiicy of 
his alliance with his Britannic Majesty, is 
pleased to abrogate and annul this restric- 
tion altogether, and to declare, that hence- 
forward any number of ships whatever, 
belongiiig^o his Britannic Majesty, niay 
be admitted at one time into any port be- 
longing to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, And it is furilier 


stipulated that this privilege shall not be 
granted to any other nation or state what- 
ever, whether in return for any other 
equivalent, or in virtue of any subsequent 
treaty or agreement, it being solely found- 
ed upon the principles of the unexampled 
amity and confidence which have during 
so many ages subsisted between tha 
Crowns of Great Britain and Portugal. 
And it is further agreed and stipulated, 
that transports, hona fide such, and actu- 
ally employed on the service of either of 
the high contracting parties, shall be 
treated within the ports of the other on 
the same footing as if they were ships of 
w'ar.^His Britannic Majesty does also 
agree on his part to permit any number of 
ships belonging to his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, to be admitted 
at one time into any port of his Britannic 
Majesty't, dominions, and there to receivo 
succour and assistance if necessary, and 
be otherwise treated as the ships of the 
most favoured nation ; this engagement 
being also reciprocal between the two liigh 
contracting panics. — IX. The Inquisition 
or 'rribiinal of the Holy Office not having 
been hitherto established or recognized in 
Biazil, Ills Royal Highness the Pi iiicc Re- 
gent of Portugal, guided by an enlighten- 
ed and liberal policy, takes the opportu- 
nity afforded by the present Treaty to 
declare spontaneously in his own name, 
and in that of hi.s heirs and successors, 
that the Inquisition shall not hereafter be 
established in tin- flouth American domi- 
nions of ilic C'i'ovvn of Portugal.— And his 
Britannic Majesty, in consequence of this 
declaration on the j)art of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, 
does on his part engage and declare that 
the fifth article of the Treaty of 105*1', in 
virtue of which certain exemptions from 
the authority of the Inquisition are exclu- 
sively granted to British subjects, shall be 
considered as null and having no effect in 
the South American dominion.^ of the 
Crown of Portugal. And his Britannic 
Majesty consents that this abrogation of 
the fifth article of the Treaty of 1054, 
shall also extend to Portugal upon the 
abolition of the Inquisition in that coun- 
try, by the command of his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent, and generally to 
all other parts of his Royal Ilighuesa's 
dominions where he may hereafter abol- 
ish tha1; tribunal. 

(lobe continued,) 
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TIlAni'.SMF.N AM) FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISRl'RY 


IdVJ n.R VI. 

Sa^itvjr that a man ui Ue.i from a prison is 
not a Autisjactoi ^ ) cjniation ^his arguments — 
Proceed vcith ihe subject of the Siiikimf tiuid — 
AUed;^ed tfionnds of Addimitof s Act in 1 80'.^ 
•^The time ivhcn it leas to bt^in to yield us 
relitf to tint, 4-'r M — JV/r. Urtuufs ansitxr 

to an fin^iifutnit of mine — He denies that in- 
terest is paid apon the redeemed s*odc — Acts of 
Parliarncnt and Piddle Aeiounis .'‘.ay the con- 
trary—'Eramination of ihe P.eainple fiaUd by 
Air. Brand — (ireat erior In reirardin f thiir^s 
as alike n'hicli are i ssent tally dissimilar in tfair 
proper lies — Vonseqiirnre ol this error shuun 
III the ’'apposed case of I'hrifty^drand fal- 
lacy in supposing: that n'hat ice pay to support 
ihe Sinlcini^ i'nnd, iiovld oihtru^ise be if no 
use to ns — Conclusion of the subject of ihe 
Sinkin:* Fund— P. S. Air. liundall Jacksotfs 
speech at the Bank Company’s House, m 
Threadneed'c Street. 

Cenilrmen, 

It wMs irituruliy to be experArd, tlml 
those M iial riiciijwlio for waiii of industrv 
to labour with their hanrU the thing 
" that is good/* and from a desiie to live 
upon the iahoiir of others, have ehosen 
the occupation of writing, instead of 
obeying the voice of nature, wl^ich bade 
use the brush and not the pen, to blacken 
shoes and not paper ; it was naturally 
tu be cxpectoil that those venal men, 
who g-airi their livelihood by serving the 
corrupt and by deceiving the *»Vcak, and 


tho ntniiher of whom, in th«s Town, is, 
uiifoi (iin.ilely, l)ut loo yicat ; it was nu- 
lui.illv lobe r'\'}je> ud that tiii.s rlescrip- 
tion ol incu would riAdalanncd at the ]iro- 
these l..eUi‘ri., hit h, by tnakini^ 
honest and usetui tiulhs so i'aindiav tu ih>- 
iiiindsi* i>l' the jii oplc, tin catened literary 
venalily with destruction. Aci ordmgly 
tliese instrument % of Corruption have 
shewn their an‘^er and resentment against 
•lie ; bol, llio only unsvicr they have of- 
fered .lo me 1 ., tiiji; “ that 1 discharge 
my gun froiii a stone-batteiy meaning 
that I write from rt ; rherein giving 
the public a speciincn of their Viit as well 
as ol* their manliness, I’his is always the 
w'ay ; it is die consfani practice of those, 
who, while tliey arc, from whatever motive, 
impelled to oppose a writer, want either 
the materials or the ubility to shew that 
he is wrong ; and, (ientleinen, you may 
lay jt down as a maxim, that when any 
publicatiuii is answered by abuse, and 
especially per.'.on:il abuse, the author of 
♦uch ijmblieatioii is iii’htt or, at least, 
that his abusers want the ability to shew that 
he is xu'onir. Fuel* .uni reasoning, if er- 
roneous, always adniit ol* refutation ; but, 
if correct, no one c^iii refute them j and, 
if erroneous, to lefute may still require 
some ability ; whereas, to abuse tho per- 
son from whom they have proceeded, 
is within the power of every one, a gift 
not denied to any cieatuie capable of'vt- 
lering articulate sounds or oi making 
maiks upon paper. The great cause, 
however, of abuse in such cases, is the 
web^ht cf the truths, against which sucti 
abuse opposed : for it is here, as ni 
common verbal disputes he, wlm has ihe 
truth clearly on his side, is always stt; i to 
be in good temper, while Ins opponent 
i.scaicely ever fails to discover impatience 
and anger, and, in but loo many cases, to 
give way to personal iiivecii'c and false 
accusation; and, he you vvell assured. 
Gentlemen, tTiat even the venal men, 
above-described, ansurrma by saying that 
O 
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I write from <i prison, only because they j up the whole of the Stock 


have no other answer io ^ivtn 

leaving them in the full po.sse?sion and 
nnenvied enjoyment of all the advantage 
and of all the honour which such a mode 
of answering can give, let us proceed 
with our iiK]uiry into the effects of the 
SINKING FUND, just casting our eye 
back fii-st, and rtfVeshing our incir.ory 
jis to the foregone facts ; namely, that the 
Sinking-Fund Acts of Pitt, which pro- 
vided for the cutting off some part of the 
interest upon the Debt in 1808 ; that these 
provi.5ions, which led the poor nation to 
hope for a taking of\‘ of part of its taxes 
in 1808; that lhc.=?o provisions, which, as ] 
we have seen, were held forth to lha be- 
lieving people of FIngland, in the pamph- 
let of Geouck Pose, as the sure apd un- 
doubted pledge for tlni taking olVtif ta\es 
in 1808, nr thrrenbouts ; that these pro- 
viiion.i, in order to begin to irisJe the hi»- 
fiefit of which, the people tvero to pay a 
iniUmn H ijcur of uddiuond tnxes for tiivnij/- 
eiio ; that these piovidousj yes, 
we must bear in mind. That these provi- 
sions, after the people Ji.id gone, on hoping 
for tixiem years out of tiit twenty two : 
that these provismns, were, by Adding- 
ton's Act of 1802, repcokd, done away, 
made of no fno^v ejffvct than if ifny never had 
been enacted by the 1 ^arliument 

** Well," you will say/‘hui open what 
f was thi.5 measure iuiopted ? What 


ground was thi.5 measure aciopted 
** end wfts it proposed to r" Oh ! 

why it was to pay ofDhe Debt, /.^.y as well 
as oid (for, by this time, the Debt, con- 
tracted shice the existence of the Sinking 
Finul, was becoim^ grcHlcrthaii the one 
contracted before ;) #it was to pay oil 
the Debt, new as viclha- old, tooncr than 
they wonhi have been paid off, if this new 
Act bad not been passed. Anti, it was 
said, in support of the measure, that it 
would lie beUer for us (good God, what a 
people w^e are !) not to have 
any of «iur taxes taken off in K'0,{ ; but 
to go on ^paying interest upon the whole 
of the Debt, as before, till our Sinking- 
Fund Commissioners had bought up tU 
whqle of the Stock, and that, tinn (Ob, 
then!) then, my boy's, huzza! hor, then 
we should b« completely out of Debt, 

" Tf Unking people" of F.ngland, when 
do you think that that then was to arrive ? 
When do vou think that it w&s supposed 
that our Commissioiicra would hate bought 


the new Act was passed ? When do you 
think that the day, the happy 
new day of promise was to come ? Wr^ 
do you think we were, according to this 
Act for rendering the Sinking Fund 
''MORE EFFECTUAL;" when, aye 
when do you think, that we were, ac- 
cording to this vjiproz'ed plan, to begin to 
feel the effects of ii, in the lessening of 
our taxes ? How many years do you 
think we were to wait ; “how many years 
to keep paying additional taxes for the 
]>urposc of paying oft’ the Debt, before we 
began to taste olf any redemption of Taxes 
ill consequence of it ? Only FORTY 
FIVE! Forty hive years only had we to 
wail ; and i?ou; we Ivavo only THIRl’Y 
NlNh^ to wail, and to nay Uxes all the 
time, over aid aboie the viurest uj)on the 
Drh : only thhty nine years Vietore we 
shall ccaso to pay iiitiwcsi. upon Ihe whole 
ol the Debt cxisiiiig in 1802; ubont 
eighths of the De’ni 7ww »*xi.,ting. We 
have been waiting ever .si'ica the year 
I7tid; we have boon waiiing fi»r ncenty 
four years; w'e have been paying taxes all 
that time, ova and above lUe intcu'st of the 
Debt; we have, for twenty four years, 
been paying taxe.s for the purpose of pay- 
ing off the Debt ; and now, at the end of 
the. e twenty four years, those of us who 
arc alive have the consolation to reflect, 
that v.c have only thirty nine years more 
to VJidt and to pay these Sinking band taxes, 
bciure wc shall beg^n to taste the fruit 
of all this patience and all these sacrifices, 
and that, at the bletacd time here-men- 
tionrd, S’>?nc of our taxes will be taken 

oil; unless another Act should be 

passed, between this time and that, for 
rendering the last made Act " MORE 
•' EFFECTUAL." 


Gentle men, need J .say more? Cer- 
tainly it is not necessary ; but, there are 
still some views to take of this matter, 
which having taken, we may defy all 
liie world to puzzle us upon this subject 
again. 

V/e have seen, that ive still poy in* 
Urcst upon the whole of the Debt ; we have 
seen, in Letter IV. p. since the Sink* 

iug Fund was established, the interest we 
pay has increased from nine millions and 
upwards* to thirty^two millions and up- 
wards ; and, we humbly think, at least 1 
do, that .so long ^ I compelled to pay 
intemt ioi aiDebi;^ it is pp matter to iphomt 
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Mr under ViKat name, I pay it, ThU is so 
obvious a truths and there is something 
so consummately ridiculous in the idea of 
a nation's i'ctting ??ionej^ by paying interest 
to itself upon its own stock, that the mind of 
every rational man naturally rejects it. 
It is, really, something little short of 
madness to suppose, that a nation can 
increase its wealth ; increase its tneans of 
paying others ; that it can do this by paying 
interest to itself. When time is taken to 
reflect, no rational man will at^mpt to 
inaiutain a proposition so shockingly 
absurd. I put the thing in this way in 
an Article, publi shed by me in IBO J',’^ 
and I requested the laic Rev. John 
J>RAND, who had written a great deal 
upon the siilijcct, to look at the Article, 
and to tell me what sort of answer he 
could find to this part of it. He did so, 
and the following was his answer : 

'' I have looked at 3 mur observations on 
tlic Sinking Fund ; and the following is 
my answer to your great argnment ; 

** namely, ** that the Debt said be r«- 
deemed is nn i it. aginary di^chargr, 

“ became IN fU'EST tkcieon continites to ! 

** " he paid,'\ If the intrrest does mn' 

'' to be paid, the condunon isjmi; 

" and thi.s ic the fundamental principle of 

'' much ol w hat you have sa.d. It is 

** reduced, tbcr;:forp. to a question of fert, 
and I should say the interest does nol cun- 
iinae to be paid, ili<* same trx conlinufs to 
“ be levied, it is paid also away, bat it i? 
'' paid for another purpose ; it i‘) oar^y 
" applied to the pay ingof more priac ; a) : 
** no part of it is applied to the pay, real of 

interest, Take an example in a pri- 

'' vatc concern, A has on biscstatea inori- 
" gage of ci*. 70,000 at .'i percent, whi. h 
** he has the liberty to pay olF a.; I.c } 
** pi rases. He determines to dim’ ,’Ji h > I 
expenditure by <£’.1,000 a year, at the 
** end of the yc.ir he pay^s the interest 
and part of the principal 
Xl.OOO, his payment that year ia 
‘'r£.3,100, and this sum be continues to 
« pay annually till the debt is annihiiatcd ; 

it is now reduced to <£ 09,000; at the 
** end of the second year there will be due 
'' for interest <£.2,070, being 30 less than 
the year before ; when, therefore, the 
" second payment of £*.3,100 is made, it 
will consist of two jiarls, £.1,030 foV 

** principal, and <£.‘2.070 for interest. 

Ihe interest of the £.1,000 paid oft* the 

* Reguteb, VoI. V. page ^1. 
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" first year does not coulinue to be paid 
** 111 the second, and the £.30 interest of 
** the part of the capital redeemed or paid 
o^is now applied to payment of more 

capital. Such mortgager at the en4 

of the year has actually paid off 
" £.1,000, of year two £.2,030, and of 
year three £.3,OflO 18«. And that he 
" continues to pay annually the same sum 
on account of debt, that is, on account 
** of principal and intere.st jointly, does 
“ not in the least aflect this conclusion.*' 

Now, in tho first place, you see, jI\Ir. 
Brand takes no '' a 7ieio position/* as most 
combatants do, w hen they are afraid to meet 
their antagonist. H** is obliged to sav, that 
we DO NOT continue to pay interest upon 
the p^rt of the Debt, which is bought up* 
or, ask iscallodjirdfewird. Aye I but, what 
say^ the Acts of Parliament ? They sa^", 
that iiiterc.st is contimird to be paid there • 
on : they say, that, when any Slock, or 
parts of the Debt, are bought uj), or 
dcerflcd, by the Commission i a, ** the dJ- 
ridenth thereon sliall ho received by iha 
" stfiil (^onimicnoncrs/* or by the .Bank on 
their uccouot. And, what is the Ian- 
puaye cf the Acrounls, laid before Par- 
l.a.iionl } Why, in the vk count of the na- 
tion’s Expenditure luut year, there is 
the following item : IN’rKRV’.ST on 

** Debt of Oreat Britain RKDKEMEU, 
So iliul, either the Acts 
o£ Parliiinirnt and the l^uhlic Accounts 
male n?u of mi.snpmrr. or, I was right in 
c,aUing it interest. Bt'‘’ides, how com- 
ple^^ly docs this- chnial of Mk, Brand 
dissipate all ( u. lino flrcj:m£ about the gains 
of the- ^inIvi^lg Fiiiid.? Ji; i* not the com- 
monly received ni‘..lv.n, thai. wegain money 
by this fund ? /vie we not continually 
Uitd, by the venal writers of the day, 
about what the Fund yields ? Were we 
not told by them, less than six weeks ago. 
that this Fund bud prcduccd such and such 
sam ‘1 ? And, what is meant by a 
yielding and producing, if you cast t^e no- 
tion of interest aside } In what other way 
is it io yield? In what other way can it 
produce an addition to Us amount f Yet, on 
the ojrher hand, it is impo.ssible to adhera 
to this notion of interest, without falling 
into the gross absurdity, before mention- 
ed, of supposing that the nation can get 
money; that it can increase Us means qfpuy^ 
ing others, by paying interest to itself, by 
becoming iha lender ef money to itself , hy 
*bc'coming ipt otvn creditor ; an absurdity, 
which, as wc seen, Ma, dared 
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not risk Ins reputation in attempting to 
support. 

We now com<f to Mr. Brano’s ex- 
ample in a private concern.*' Anil here. 
Gentlemen, sutler me once more, and in a 
more pressing manner than before, to so- 
licit your attention ; because we have 
iioAV before us the ground work of all the 
sad delusion, whit h has so long existed, 
and which does still exist, upon tliis sub 
ject. 

It is a natural propensity of the mind of 
man to assimihite things, which he wishes 
to understand, with things which he does 
understand. Hence the application of the 
leriiis mortgage^ redewpiian, aiul others, to 
the Debt of the Nation. But, in this^woik 
of assimilation, or hringing things tif a re- 
semblanvc for the pni posts (tf ilhistmtion, we 
ought to take the gie.Uest care, not to 
make use of violence, not to regani as 
fl/de, things which are csscjitinfly diferent hi 
their projierties I for, if wc do this, fTi or 
nnisr be the result, ard, 1 think, you will 
find, that this has been »loiic by all timse, 
who ha%e reasoned like Ma. Brand; that 
is to say, the xehok of those writers and 
speakers, who have held fuvih the Sinking 
Fund as likely to produce relief to the 
country. 

We know, we daily sec, that private per- 
sons jjay olF eticuihbrancts vpon theh csiuies ; 
and, we know very well and very fami- 
liarly, how fast the nicney of private per- 
sons increases by being pcnnittcd to iir at 
compound iiiUrcst. Tiiis \ ery couiiuon jj»n- 
tion of knowledge •appears to have been 
(juite eiiwugh tor our l’inaiirier>, who had, 
therefore, nothing to do but to look int»> 
interest whcie they would not f.iil 

to iind.. that a million a year set apuir, in 
l7Kd, \.ould, at compound mte|•c^^, pay 
oil* the ..hen existing Debt, in the space of 
years from that time. They a-k no 
more. . Thi.N quite satisfies them. 'Ihey 
have no dc^ubts upon the subject ; and, ac^- 
curdingiy, they ^^et apart the million a 
year; that is to say. they make a law for 
applying, as we have >= 0 ^ 1 , a million u 
year of taxes, raised upon the nation, to 
the paying na* ion’s Debt'<. Hut, 

where is tJic real sh*riV//'//y heUveen this 
proceedings and the pi^ceedine; m* the in- 
dividual ad supposed by Mr. Brand, Mr. 
M* Arthur, Mr. Pitt and others; lor they 
have all made use of the san^esort of illus- 
tration ? Where if the simiarity in the 
cases ? 


Mr. Brand'^s individual, to whom, for 
the sake of clearness, we wd 11 give the name 
of 'J hriftV, diminishes his expenditure by a 
thousand a year ; that is, he, instead of 
spending it upon beer, wine, bread, beef, 
and servants, pays it annually to Goldhair, 
who has the mortgage upon his estate. 
Now, this yrou will clearly see, is to be a 
thousand a year SAVED by Thrifty ; 
and, besides this, he resolves to pay to 
(toldhaik (who has the mortgage on the 
estate, mind) as much more every year as 
will make each payment equal to what 
he formerly p.nd on account of the In- 
terest of the whole debt. This is an odd 
sort ot way to do the thing, but it is 
TtiHii TY’s humour, and there can be no 
doubt, that, in time, he w ill, thus, pay off 
his mortgage. But, again, I ask, what 
similarity i\\L‘re in the case of 'I'liRiFTif 
and the case of a Nation } 

Thrifts, wc are told, determines to 

dnnhiuh hisrxpenduvred* Cana Nation 
do tins ? 'I’ll 11 r rv knows to a certainty what 
his income and what his expenditure will 
be ; tlicform. r ia fixed, and over the latter 
he has complete controul. Is tliis the case 
with a Nation? Prudent Thrifty does 
noi, and, indeed, the supjmsUiod will not ht 
him, contract a d6;bt with Sil\ frlocks, 
while he is clearing oil* wnili Goldiimr. 
l> ihii tin* < aso with a Nation ? But sup- 
pose, f(>r argument’s .^ake, that, as to all 
ihoe, t!i< ro is a perfect .similarity; still 
is Ihere a p«)int of dissini.'Iai ity, which 
lujiliing can remove. Thrifty, we are 
told, S.WKS a thousand pounds a year. 
7/o;y does the s-iving ariirt' : Why, he has 
leas beer, wine, bread, beef, and servants 
than he had belore. 11 ;s saving, then, is 
made bom tiie brewer, the wine-merchant, 
the baker, the butcher, 'ind the footmen ; 
or, rather, it tn made fioiii the public ; it is 
made from the nation ; it is made from a 
thndpnUy, Hut where is the Nation to 
lind a jixirry from whom to make its 

saving ? 

But, wha! we aie now going to view is 
the GRAND FALL AC In this case of 
Thuifiy it is supposed, that he makes re- 
treiiclinienls from useless expcnces; that 
** he determines to diminish his expences by 
" a thousand a year,” and that, what he 
*VVASrED before, what HE GOT NO- 
THINf; BY THE USE OF BEFORE, 
he now applies to the paying oif of hts 
mortgage. This is very rational, and 
very cUici^Mt it would be ; but, U this the 
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case with a nation ? Would the money, 
which is collected from the people 
for the purpose of supporting the Sinking 
Fund, be wasted, if not collected from 
them ? Would it he squandered away by 
the several individuals who pay it, in the 
same manner that Thrifty’s thousand a 
year is supposed to have been wasted, 
before he began the work of redemption ? 
Would it, in short, be of no advantage to 
them, if it were not taken away to he 
given to the Sinking Fund ? Oh, yes ! 
And it would produce a compound in- 
terest, too, in the hands of individuals, as 
well as in the hands of the. Sinking-Fund 
Commissioners^ What has the nation 
gained, then, by paying millions to C6m- 
missioners, instead of keeping those mil- 
lions in their own hands ? SINCE THE 
YEAR 1786, THE NATION MAS PAID 
UPWARD.-^ OF 11)0 MILLIONS INTO 
THE HANDS Ol THE SINKING-FUND 
COMMISSIONERS; that is to say, so 
much money has been collected from the 
people in taxes for the purpose of redeem- 
ing Debt; and, if this sum had been 
left ill tlie people’s hands, would it have 
been of no use to them? Would it nof, at 
any rate, have helped to prevent the Debt, 
since that time, from being AUGMENTED 
IN THE SUM OF (KH) MILLIONS. 

Let us give the thing one more turn, 
and then, it is, I think, hard, if we may 
not safely quit it for ever. 

Thrifty is supposed to take his thou- 
sand a 3 ^ear out of what he before wasted: 
out of his superfluities. But, does our 
Sinking-Fund money ; do the taxc.s that 
we pay towards the Sinking Fund, come 
out of our superfluities f And, wdiy .suppose 
that Thrifty wasted any money before? 
Why suppose that he had any money to 
waste ? Is Thrifty’s being in debt, and hav- 
ing his estate encumbered ; are these reasons 
suificient for concluding, that he had it in 
his power to “ determine to diminish his ex- 
“ peaces ?*’ Are they not rather reasons 
sufficient for concluding, that he was in 
circumstances of distress? Yes; and if, 
when we have come to that rational con- 
clusion, we suppose him persuaded to be- 
lieve, that he will get out of debt by 6or- 
rowingfrom Silveklocks all Uie rngney that 
he pays off with Goldum^, and loading bis 
estate with a new mortgage, with the uddi* 
tion qf the cost of bonds and fees, then we 
shall have before our eyes an example in 
“ a private concern/’ pretty well calcu- 


lated to illustrate the celebrafed scheme* 
which we have now been discussing, and 
of which I now llutter iiwself that a. single 
word more need never be uttered to any 
man of sound understanding. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 

Wm. Cobbrtt. 

State J^ison, Newgate, Thursday, 
September 20, 1810. 

P. S. — Friday, 21st Sept. — I have just 
seen, in the public Prints, a report of a 
Speech, .said to have been delivered yes- 
terday at The Bank Company's House, in 
Threadnccdlc Street, by Mr. Randall 
jACK-iON. 1 shall not, as 1 said before, 
sutler &oy publications of the day to inter- 
rupt the course of my discussion. In my 
next Letter, which will open the way to 
that memorable tran^iaction, the Stopjfqge 
of Gold and Silver payinents at the Hank of 
knglatfd, J .shall, in all likelihood, have oc- 
casion to notice M»-. JacksfiiTs Speech, 
not so much on its own account, because 
it a[)pe.\rs to have been highly applaudvil 
by the people at ^he head of the Bank 
Company, for whom, perhaps. Mu Jack- 
.soN, who, it seems, is a lawyer, made it in 
the way of his profes'sion. One w'ord, 
however, I must beg 'rt‘ave to add upon the 
part nf this Gem letnan’s speech, in which, 
as tjie reporter .says, he alluded to me, a.s 
one who had t^xulted at ilie appearance 
of the Bullion Report, because that Re- 
port, «oriiing from .such high authority, hud 
put the stamp of correctness on my opinions. 
Never flid / .v«y this ; .never did I think 
this. Never did I look upon the Hullion 
Committee as a fugfi authority ; and, mean- 
ly indeed should I think of myself, if I 
thought any thing, that they could say 
or do, capable of adding the smallest 
weight to my opinions. No : what 1 ex- 
ulted at was, that my principles and ihjc- 
trines, as to paper -money, had, at last, 
produced practical effect, a proof of which 
was contained in the Bjilioii Refmrt; and 
that, it was now more likely than before, 
that such measiures would, in time, be 
adopted, as would be likely to secure the 
country from the natural c^msequ' ncea 
of that overwhelming CORKUl’HON, 
|•and that want of love tor the Constitution, 
which I regarded as the fruit of the Papec- 
inoiiey System, and winch, years ago, 1 
prom/, as I think, to ha ve proceeded, in great 
part, from that poisonous and all-degrading 
root. This was the cause of my exultar 
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tion. I looked upon the Bailion Report 
as tending to this gre \t object ; aiKJ> as 1 
prefer the accom^jliohmcnt of thi.\ object, 
ts I look upon the happiness and honour 
of iny countxy as f v greater value 
to me than any other \vorl'lly |)osFessioti, I 
said, and I .still say, that iho Bullion Re- 
port has given me more jjleii.siire than I 
should derive from heiiig made the owner of 
the whole of flnmi'shire. As for liny iih a 
of a/>£? 7 :v nature, I shall, 1 arn sure, bo be- 
lieved when I say, tirjt I did not care one 
straw to wiint parly the Committee be- 
longed. If 1 had a wish as to partj' it 
i:ertaiiily would be, that no change of mi- 
nistry shovdd take place ; for, (without 
prejudice to the OL'CS, who, I think, 
would do the thing full as well with a lit- 
tle more time) 1 am quite satisfied ^hat the 
present men will do it as neatly and as 
quickly as any reasonable man can ex- 
pect. 

SUMMARY OR POLITICS^ 

Morning Post turm-d Turk. On 

Wednesday last, the ]<Uh insiant, the 
** fasklmiahle World’s” news-paper con- 
tained the following pas.sage: The 

Eoreiga intelligence, given in another 
'' part of our Paper, will be found not un- 
'' important. There seems no doubt of 
** the fact of the Russians having coin- 
pletely failed, and most severely suf- 
** I’ered in Uieir repeated attempts ag^iivst 
** Schumla; and we are happy to find 
** that tile Tvrks are at length aroused to 
** that degr ee of enthusiasm which fUrmerly 
** marked the Mussulman character, and ren- 
dered the followers of Mahomet the terror 
** qf Europe: they a^e making the most 
extraordinary exertions to carry on the 
war against the Russians, and certainly 
•• not without a fair and reasonable pros* 

poet of success.” 1 have, more than 

once, given it as my <.pinion, that the 
HYPOCRITES would, if it answered, or 
they, thought it answered their purpose, 
^ot have the smallest scruple to iqiplaud, 
or even join. His most Satanic Majesty, 
were he, in his proper person, to come, ac- 
cording to their own notions of him, hprned 
and hoofed and tailed, and stinking of hre 
and brimstone. To give this opinion se- 
riously seems to he sporting with one’s 
veracity; but, is it going much too far,* 
when wc hear this writer seriously de- 
claring; putting irtto print; promulgating 
to the worMi that he is futypy to find, that 
the Turks are now animated with the satne 
epii^iti which formerly rendered the fbl- 
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low ers of Mahomet ike terror cf Europe, 
and that their recent exertions against ^ 
Christian sovereign hove been successful f 
When we have this before our eyes; whdfi 
nc see I his publiahcd in the metropolis of 
Piiigland; when W’c sec this addressed to 
'' the fashionable World” in England ; 
when tliis' is the C'd.;e, can we go too far, 
can evem imagination overstep the hounds, 
in a conjecture a-? to the lengths to which 
the flYPOCRllES would go in their 

search for friends and a.ssociatc s ? But, 

reader, our great bnsines^j, in the present 
state of things, wlierc so many venal 
writers are, in perfect security to them- 
selves, employing their pensyw the sole pur- 
pose <f deceiving us, of leading us on from 
one falshood to another, tdl, wlien we 
see the gulph yawning before us> it is 
too late to stop; in such a ^laie of things, 
it is our great business to detect and 
expose them, and thus to render their 
etibrts of no avail. This declaration 
of the writer, on wiiom we have now 
seized, is bad enough in itself; in itself it 
is sufficiently indecent, quite a sufficient 
in.sult to the public understanding and 
sense of propriety ; but, not more than 
h.alf i:s odiousness is seen, till we look to 
the same writer’ .s paper of the 3d instant, 
where, in speaking of the Piince de 
Ponte Corvo’s (General Bernadotte’s) 
election to the heirship to the Swedish 
Crown, he affects tq be alarmed for the 
safety and honour of Russia, and expresses 
his earnest hope, that this event in Swe- 
den will convmce the Emperor Alex- 
** ander, that his only security i.s in a sinceix 
** and close alliance with Great Britain, 
“ under whose protecting wings he is sure 
to experience a prompt and elTectual 

" sheher.” When this was published, 

when it stood by itself, one was struck 
with its assurance, with the unparalleled 
effrontery, that could have enabled a man, 
w'itii eyes to look round the W'orld, to put 
it upon paper. But, what shall W'e say to 
it now ? VVhere shall we now find words 
to characterize this passage, when put 
side by side with the one width is above 
quoted, and in which the wtiter is happy 
to find, that this ?.axne Emperor Alex^ 
ander, whom he was inviting to take 
shelter under the protecting wings of 
Great Britain, has been beaten by the Turki t 
—How disgraceful, both to the lie^ 
and the heart of its authors, its 
motors, and encouragers, is a ^ublichtldH 

like this ^And, must it not, if it ev^fr 

reach foreign coahtrihs, dd the chfiirictef. 
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and even the cause, of this country, a 
great deal of harm ? I do not suppose, 
that a paper like the Morning Post, which 
seldom contains any thing calculated to 
inform or instruct, is sent much abroad, 
where people want real inforriiation ; but, 
it is not to be doubted that the agents of 
foreign princes, will take care to inform 
them of what is said in a print like this, 
upon matters, wherein they are deeply 
interested ; and, if the two passar^es al -ove 
quoted, should find their way to the 
peror Alexander, accompanied with an 
account of ilic Moinin^ Posi^ is it to he 
supposed, that they will produce in his 
mind sentiments favourable to England; 
is it to be supposed, that they will nave a 
tendency to detach him from his ally Na- 
poleon, and convince him of the propri- 
ety of seeking for safety under the “ ‘pro- 

** tecting wings*' of Great Britain ? Let 

the public think of this ; biit, indeed, it 
requires very iutle thinking to convince 
them, that such publications must be a 
source of great mischief to the country, 
and that they have been one great caube 
of that hatred a;yainst us, of which vve, 
unfortunately, see but too many proofs, in 
almost every part of the conlinent of Eu- 
rope, and \vhich we, resolved not to look 
at for the cause of evil, ha\c asrnhed 
wholly to the calumnies and inirigues of 
the French. 

Holland. Just in the same spirit 

does this same print, of only yesterday, 
speak of the conduct of the ])utch, who, 
it seems, are taking the oath of allegiance 
to Napoleon, and whom this ^vriter speaks 

of thus : ** Of the Dutc h little can now 

be expected beyond what is dictated by 
** the partizans and emissaries of the Ty- 
rant ol* the Continent. Of the complete 
prostration of' all patriotic spirit in Hoi- 
** land, after so long a series of oppression 
** and humiliation, w hat other proof could 
have been looked fgr than the degrad- 
** ing ceremony of the once spirited and 
** high-minded Dutch taking the oath of 
« allegiance, even as military men, to L’uo- 
naparte, the scourge and curse of their 
country, and, as far as he can entrap 
and subdue them, the tqipressor and the 
" scourge of every other nation in the 

" world/' This is after the old fashion.* 

The moment any nation, no matter from 
what cause, xvhethcr from its natural 
weakness, the fault of its former rulers, 
or from its own wnhes ; the momeat any 
nation, no matter from whaif cause, be- 
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comes subject to France, that moment 
do these heroes of the quill, in London, 
assail them with every epithtt and every 
term expressive of confenipi; lUat mo- 
ment they become degraded, prostrated, 
degcneiate, and every thing that is viUj. 

Now, to say nothing of the 

of this, is it not manifestly impolitic ? Such 
nation, supposing it to be in a stale oi 
subjection (which, by-tlic-bye, ihesu 
writers always suppose) feels its degrada- 
tion quite cnougii without being reminded 
of it by us; and, he has spent his time in 
the world to very little proht, who does 
not sec, that to reproach men with what 
they feel to be a degradation is the sure 
way to reconcile them, if any thing can, 
to the party, by whom they have been 
degraded, and who holds them in subjec* 
tioii; \^hite, on the other hand, it is as 
sure to excite in their breasts hatred im- 
placable against their reproachcr, and, at 
the same time, an eager desire to see him 
reduced to the same situation wdth them-- 

selvel. If this be the invariable course 

of the feelings of mankind, in such cases, 
wdiat must be the tendcm:y of these re- 
proaches, uttered by our writers against 
the Dutch, a people whom of all others 
common sense calls upon us not to exas- 
perate against ns, and especially when, by 
so doing, v/c cannot point out any coun- 
tei balancing good? V/e see, that Napo- 
leon is making every species of prepara- 
ticTi for sending forth the force of Holland 
against this country ; not a mail arrives 
without something to convince us that this 
is the case ; and, every man m the king- 
dom, is, I believe, now saii&fied, that the 
time cannot be very 'disitant, when the 
whole force of tlmt country will be put 
into movement fof our annoyance. Yet, 
unless he has the people of Holland with 
him, and especially, unless he has the 
military and naval ofticers heaitily in his 
cause, that force, great as it may be nu- 
merically, wdll be but half eilicient. 
What, then, let me ask you, reader; wfiat, 
but mere spite; wliat, but senseiess spite; 
what, but a romploto predtiininance the 
meanest of passion, in the meanest ot ineuj 
could induce any one, in this country, at 
such a lime, to point the linger of '>001 n 
at the military and naval oiTjc. rs ol llol- 
la\id, .seeing that it is, as I dare say 
the reader will perceive, aluj 'st impos- 
sible, that, if such a ptiblicaikm has any 
eliect at all. that lilect must not be to 
make ibrsc i.«iccrs exert all their energies 
in a war against England ? Besidt-?, 
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tvhat sort of prospect does this conduct of 
ours, as far as the language of these prints 
is considered to be the langage of the 
nation ; what sefft of prospect does tliis 
conduct hold out to those nations, who, 
with us, are still combatting against Na- 
poleon, as the Dutch were a few year^ 
ago ? Is it not saying to those nations, 
that, if their exertions should prove, at 
last, unavailing, they, too, will be held up 
by us as proper objects of scorn an I deri- 
sion?^ iVnd, is this the way to induce 
them to continue the struggle, at all ha- 
zards ^till it is out of their power lo lire 
another shot r Am I answered hy beiug 
told, that these reproaches aie bestowed 
upon those nations only, who iviliinifh/ 
submit to Napoleon ? This distinction is 
good: this is a good answer: but,, then, 
what does it do ? Why, as ap[11ied to 
Holland, it completely knocks down; 
it lays in the dust; it utterly annihdate<, 
alLthvit these stunc prints said, only about 
a month back, respecting the feelings of 
the Dutch towards Napoleon, whd, wo 
were then told (sec [lage 27%) woe “ hiuftc 
to thank him;'* w'hile they felf lor his 
government haihifvj;, and dLsisust,'* 

which, we were told, was 
What, reader, I put it to your good sense; 
what IS file world to think; what can the 
world think of this shameful blowing hot 
and cold with the. same mouth ? It is 
hard, that the whole of a good and just 
people should suiter for the follies, the 
madness (to give it no W'orse name) of a 
few news- paper writers; but, I am^ per- 
fectly convinced, that, in various ways, it 
has^done, and will, if persevered in, do, 
great injury to thi.<*couiitry, both at home 
and abroati. • 

• 

SwtDEN Under iho head of Stock- 

holm of the date of August 20, our public 
prints, ol the 1 8th instant, give us the 

following Article. “ That two couriers 

" ariived here on the I2tli inst. from Paris, 
is not correct ; but on the preceding 
day a t^wcdler from that capital, and 
on the follow'irig day, a Gentleman of 
" the King’s Household : neither one or 
the other brought any dispatches from 
** the Prince of Ponte C'orvo, nor his por- 
" trait. As* to the statement that the 

" Prince had ollered considerable advan- 
'' tages to the kingdom in case of his 
** being elected successor to the Swedish 
throne, the thinking part of the public 
will be best able to judge* of its truth, 
when they are assured that the Emperor 
•* Napoleon, rrfraining from any kind cf in~ 


terference, left the choice of' a Crown Prince, 
without the least influence or coihpuhum, to 
“ the King and States ; that the eminent 
'' qualities and endowments of the Prince 
“ of Ponte (’orvo, universally acknow- 
" lodged, and not loose rumours ol ad- 
“ vantageons oilers, determined the States 
of tlic Realm to grant to the said Prince 
the succession of the throne ; and last- 
" ly, that it wonhl he perfectly iricon- 
sistent with the exalted character of 
'' that Prince to promise advantages to the 
Swedish trade which perhaps it might not be 

in his power Jo procured* Now, to 

say the truth, I do not believe one word 
of this assertion as to the non-intcrfcrenci 
of the Emperor Napoleon, at whose special 
request, or, rather, at whose command, the 
choice, 1 have no do'ubt was made. J3ut, 
the article is material as it pretty clearly 
shows, that there is none of iliat resistance 
to him in Sweilen, for which we were led 
lo hope. The thing has been done, you 
see, as quietlv as the* choosing of a ** re- 
** presentative** for Gat ion or Old Sarum. 
No opposition ; nor, us far as ive hear, any 
other ol* the accompaniments of such an 
event ; though, it is by no means impro- 
bable, ihat there may have been, some of 
Ihosf silevt accompaniments, which, out 
of rc«-])e(,t for candidates as well as con- 
stituents. both in Sweden, and England, 
shall lu;rc be nameless.— The Em- 
peror of Russia, too, and the King of 
Denmark, who, wc wete told, were highly 
olleiuh d at the choii e, and were even 
preparing for war against France, on ac- 
count olTt, «are, w ?. .iro now told, contend- 
ing for the homvr of having the new 
Crown Prince pass through their territories 
ill his way to those, over which he is, ap- 
parently, ^destined to rule. Invitations,” 

says the Co jitrea, of yesterday, 20lh in- 
stant, “ have been sen/ to Hernadolle, both 
“ by the Empevov of Pussia and the King 
of Denmark to do theiii the honour to 
pass through their territories on his way 
to Stockholm. The rouie is a li^ie cir- 
cuitous, no doubt, but the dircetkroad* 
'' from Stralsund migiii expose the Crown 
Prince to some perils which he Jiasi no 
taste for encountering. Alexander and 
“ the King of Denmark must feel great 
plcasurq forsooth in doing the honours 
of their Capitals to the future King of 
Sweden*. In his election they may 
read their fate. Buonaparte seemed to 
" support the King of Denmark, and 
something was said in his favour in the 
'' French Official journal to mask tjie 
« real intention, and to give the election 
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'' of a French General something of the 
** appearance of a spontaneous act of the 
Swedish States. It would not have 
been consistent with Buoiia parte po- 
'' licy to have permitted Dcuimark and 
" Sweden, by associating under one fo- 
reign crown, to form an empire, which, 
'' b}'' its magnitude, miglit liave assumed 
a bighcr tone of independence than he 
** is willing to allow to any Continental 
'' State; and it would also have been yicld- 
** ingtoo much influence|toRussia,to whom 
“ Denmark has been but a satellite moving 
" within the sphere of her attraction. 
'' The ol^ect of Buonaparte, as the present 
** direction of his policy sh<»ws, is to throv: 
" hack Russia northward, if not in territory, 
" yet in influence, and perliaps in both. 
" This has for many pears hrm a favourite pro- 
**jcct ivith the Fraich politicians^ and Buo- 
" naparte/s ofl'ensivc and defensive treaty 
" with Austria, cemented by the family 
connection, has so far strengthened his 
'' ability to accomplish it, that he will now' 
" exercise less delicacy in taking the pre- 

'' liminary measures.*’ Reader, I must 

beg you to cast your eye upon the parts, 
which I have here maiked with Italics; 
and, even at the risk of wenrying you, 1 
must beg you, once more, to observe the 
means that are in continual use, by these 
venal writers, to decei\e the people; to 
amuse them w'ilh imaginary facts, with idle 
tales and suggestions, and thereby to divert 
their attention from the dangers brought 
upon the country. The object,^' we are 
here told, of Buonaparte, in putting one of 
his favourite generals upon the throne of 

Sw’eden, is what ? Why to throw 

back Russianorthivardf* and this, we are 
fold, '' has, for many years, been a favourite 

project w’ith French politicians.^^ Here 

is nothing then; nothing extraordi- 

nary; nothing that might not have l}een 
expected; and, above all, nothing in the 
least degree dangeious to England, all the 
danger being to Russia and Denmark, 
who, in Bcrnadolte’s election, may read 
*' their fate'" 'Ihc Swedish navy, wiin, 
perhaps, from 1 5 to *2.0 thousand seamen, 
the iron mines of Sweden, the timber of 
Norway,* the key of the Baltic ; all these, 
put into the hands of France, present no 
dangers, that the Courier appears to dis- 
cover, except to Russia and Demnark.- ■ - 
And, this; aye, even this, is published 
amongst the " thinking people” of Eng- 
land J 

Portugal.— —In another part of this 
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Number, will be found what the govern- 
ment has published, from Lord Talavera, 
relat^ve to the fall of the fortress of Al- 
MFiDA, upon w'hich subject* some remarks 
were made in rny Iasi, at page 404. Fol- 
lowing his ]ordship\s account of that event 
w'ill be found, if 1 have room, the French 
account of the beginning, the progress, 

and the result of the siege. The Noble 

Viscount is very short and pithy in his 
account. " Tlie Enemy,” says he, ** open- 
ed their fire upon Almeida late on Sa- 
** tiirday night or early on Suiitiay morn- 
" ing, the ilbth instant, and 1 am concerned 
“ to add that they obtained possessitm of 
the place in the course of the night of the 
" 27///. I have no intelligence, upon 
“ which I can rely, of the cause of its sur- 
** rendes. An explosion had been heard 
•* at our Sdvonced posts, and I observed on 
** Monday that the steeple of the church 
** was destroyed, and many houses of the 
'' towm unroofed, f luul a telegraphic 
** communication with the Governor, 
** but, unfortunately, the weather did not 
** allow of our using it on Sunday, or dur- 
** ing a great part of Monday, and when 
** the weather cleared on that day, it was 
" obvious that the Governor was in cora- 
" munication with the enemy.** Bre- 

vity almost equal to that of the Spartans. 

But, the reader, by refeiring to the 
paper, published by the government, will 
find, that it is only an EXTKACT’* of 
the Viscount’s dispatch, whence he will, 
of course, conclude, that there Was some- 
thing ig the rest of the dispatch, which it 
was not advisable to make known, just yetg 

to the people of England. Viscount 

Talavera observes, that he has " no inteU 
** licence, upon whi(di*he can rel}', of the 
** cause of the surrender." But, upon this 
cau.se, Masskn\ is very clear ; for he tells 
us, that, at Jive in the morning of the 20th of 
At^ust^ he had Oj pieces of ordnance 
throwing balls and shells against the works 
and into the town; ami th;it, At seven at, 
night, one of tne principal powder maga- 
zines blew' lip with a drradful explosion: 
and, my lord Talav<!ra says, that he coulcf 
perceive (when the weather became clear,) 
that the steeple of the Church was destroy* 
ed and many of the houses in ih^ towinui- 
roofed. Here alone seems to have been a 
pretty suiTicient " cause" for the surren- 
der, Thus, then, was the taking of this 

fortress, of the strength of w/nch our venal 
writers told us so much, the work of two 
days, after the* enemy’s batteries were 
opened 1— The government hare given 
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IIS no account of the garrison ; no account I 
of the ww7n6cr of men that it coniiiincil; 
and, it is very odd, very odd indeed, that 
no account of this is contained in IM \'''- 
5 ENa's dispatch, or, at lea^t, in the trarMa- 

tions qfit.puhiLshed in Londoiu 1 am well 

aware, that it might be. and, in all proba- 
bility mu'^t be, out of the power of the 
Noble Visr^ iint to give any detailed ac- 
count of k>iled amt wounded; but, he 
uniist have known the total amvunt of the' 
garrison, and a!s,» of what particular corps 
and qfici^'s it consisted, tlie reason for not 
communicating w hie It, we are, of course, 
lo suppose of a ve ry cogent nature ; but, ^ 
bad ncv»> tvavi.lrt apace, and especiallv I 
.icrosi the Channel, we shall, inobt likely, 
have the .'ccount b '.t too soon for our feel* 

ingjj. 'Pbe fall of this fortress/ wnth &<> ] 

short (for I do not feehUt) a resistance, 
ouglit to be, though 1 will not say, and 1 
can hardly say that I have fonn.lation for 
hope, that it will be, a lesson lo tin- people 
of this country, not again to coidrJc in t!tc 
flattering prospects hold forth by the 
venal, or ignorant, men, who conduct some 
of our public prints, and who, as the pub- 
lic must recollect, told us, that Almridv 
was a place of great strength^ that it had a 
garrison of several thousands of ftim. and that 
it was amply supplied leith provisions, arm, 
ammunition, and all tlic means of makiug 
a long defence ; and, they branded with 
the denomination of ** admirers of Buona- 
parte'^ all those writers, such as the^ con- 
ductor of the Morning Chronicle, who 
ventured to express their doubts^ of the 
correctness of this statement, thereby in- 
sinuating, that sitch doubting writers w'cre 
enemies of their country. Who, as things 
now stand, wa-i the greafest enemy of 
their country ? Let Mr. Cox, the unfor- 
tunate gentleman, who was Governor of 

Almeida, answer this question. '* No,'' 

ihe honest English reader exclaims, I 
** will answer it lor him ! He is in the ene- 
^ nay's hospitals ; and he shall not be ca- 
« luniiiiated at home, while, perhaps, the 
breath is leaving his body !" And tliia 
answer is, that tho^ejlaticring accounts uere, 
as to their most essential points j wholly false. 
There is no man, who has any such thing 
as sentimejrit. about him, who will not feel 
the injuriou.s conclusion that those accounts 
were calculated to produce with regard U> 
tb\s unforlunale gentleman, whose bodily 
sulTerings, great, as ♦hey may be, can be 
noift/fig compnred to those which his 
mmd must midefg'O, when be is informed 
•Y the raiprcssioA produced in England 


by the representations of the strength of 
tlie forlre.vi which he lost at the end of 
two days. Vet, while this most mis- 

chievous clfect h blaring us in the face, 
aie thej-e a'ame writers again at work in 
exactly (he same way, doing, apparcntl}^ 
all in tliiiir power for the purpose oi' injtiring 
the character nfthsarmy itself, and c.specially 
of its comitinudcr, whose eiery act they, in 
wordo, admire and applaud. They are now 
telling the publir*, that the fall of Almeio \ 
has not made the situation of our army 
any tuor-stf '.hmi it was before that fall. But, 
let us have their own words ; for they are 
well worthy of present attention, and of 

bein-^ rotVircd to in future. •' The 

l’.;b!ic" (ah ! pofu- pubhr. !) says the 
Morning Bost of the '..^Oih instant, “ have 
now before ibi-m the olliriai dispatches 
l)Oth of Lord Wellington and Mar&hal 
^'Ma^sciu" (an“ .Extract,” it should have 
said, of the former) « with r{?gard to the 
''fall of Almeida, and the respective po- 
" silions and determinations of the two 
" L'oslile armies, in consequence of that 
" event. Mueli stress has been laid upon 
'* the di.sadvantagos resulting from the 
" premature Mirrendcr of Almeida, even 
"by those wlio long since contemplated 
'* its fall as a c.ircuinstancc not at all af- 
" feeling the final issue of the campaign. 
" For unforcse.cn accidents they had made 
" no provision, but even when these arc 
" taken into account, there will be no room 
" for any serious apprehension. We 
" again venture to repeat, that «« to the is- 
" sue of a general engai'ement, Massena is 
" nearly in the same circumstances in lu/uck 
'* he was placed before the surrender of Al- 
" meida. In making this assertion how- 
" ever we are well aware of what the 
"•'Talent" Journals assert, viz. that the 
" magnitude and rapidity of the effort 
" to reduce Akneida were a proof 
" of the resolution and of the moans 
" of a decisive operation again.st the Bri- 
" tish troops.— We must request the " Ta- 
" " lenls" will have iUo patience to wait for 
** ihe fulfilment of theii PATRIOTIC pro^ 
** phecy, and, that, until then, they will al- 
" low us to indulge in a very different 
" prospect of affairs. On perusing the 
" late dispatches from lord Weliingtoii 
" and the official report of Massena, rcla- 
" live to the siege of Almeida and the 
other operations of the French in the 
" Peninsula, ourKeadtrs will perceive the 
" accuracy of our details upon -these 
“ points before any of ibe official accounts 
4iad boen published ; while even ihe 
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enemy's own account fvide our last 
** proves how little he has to hoa'^t 

oF on this occasion.” Upon the as* 

Surciiice of this W'riter in ck-siring his 
readers to observe, that his former state- 
ments, relative to this fortress, were accu- 
rate, I will make no remark ; but the 
two passages di-^tinguisheJ by italics, are 
worthy of i-ern.irk, and, inderd, of these- 

Verest reprobation. In the First, we 

are told, that as to the issue of u general 
** engagement, IM.isscna is nearly in the 
** same circumstances, in wliich he was 
placed before the surrender of Almeida ” | 
Now, if this be so, why was the gairison . 
of Almeida ; why wi re several tlious imis 
of men : why were the town and the peo- 
ple, exposed to thv^ consequence of resist- 
ance ? Why, if the thing was ofso little con- 
sequence, were so many Englishmen ex- 
posed to the chance of being killed in that 
fortress, or, of being sent to augment 
the number of our unhappy country- 
men who arc captives in France, and who 
are, as this same writer tells ns, suffer- 
ing every species of hardship and indig- 
nity ? Am I told, that Lord Talavera 
thought the place would hold out longer ? 
Oh ! then, he was wrong, was he } And 
his error it was that cost us so dear ? It 
was his error that sent so many of our 

countrymen into French prisons ? 

These, alas! are the friends” of the 
Noble Viscount! N^ver had man such 
solid reason for exclaiming: ''save me 
from my friend !” But, such must be the 
fate of every one, who has venal men for 
his eulogists ; it being a truth from which 
there is hardly an exception in an age, 
that venality and stupidity are insepara- 
ble companions, for which there is this 
▼ery excellent reason, that talent is able 
to maintain a man vidthout venality, and 

stupidity is not. Mischievous as is the 

tendency of this passage, however ; inju* 
rious as it is to the army, and, of course, 
to the country, it is far less so, than the 
Second, that I have pointed out to the 
reader, and which assumes, that the 
•' TALENTS,” that is to say, all the party 
of the late Ministry, are impatient to hear 
<jf the destructive operation of the French 
against our army. That some of that party 
may deserve this at the hands of the mer- 
cenary, mean, and malignant men, who pro- 
pagate this, I do not deny ; but, assured- 
if any thihg has a more powerful ten- 
dency than all blher things pnt \ogelVver 
to cBUXe the subversion of the g<{frernment 
it it thi*. Thts6 mKiMty, we«i, ad m- 


fignajit men will insist that there are ene- 
mies to the country the people 

themselves ; they will insist upon it, that 
a whole party (nearly equal in numbers to 
that of the ministry) vcish our army to be 
destroyed; they will insist upon it that the 
country is thus full qf traitors. This is the 
picture of England, which they hold up to 
the world ; and, it must be confessed, that, 
if the picture be false, the fault is not 
theiis. 

Wm. cobbett. 

Slate P; :son, Newgate, Friday, 

Si^^tiVtber ‘list, 181 0 . 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Brazils. — Treaty of Friendship and Alliance 
belwe^i his Br Minnie Majesty and the Prince 
RegenPof PoriugaL^C fJonc.from p. 

X. Ilis Royal lligh- 

no'Js the Prince Regent of Portugal, being 
fully convinced of ihe injustice and im- 
policy pf the slave trade, and of the great 
disadvantages w'hich arise from the neces- 
sity of introducing and continually re- 
newing a foreign and factitious population 
for the purpose of labour and industry 
within his South American dominions, 
has resolved to co-operate wiih his Bri- 
tannic Majesty in the cause of humanity 
and justice, by adopting the most efTica- 
cious means for bringing about a gradual 
aboli^tion of the slave trade throughout the 
whole of his dominions. And actuated 
by this principle his Royal Highness the 
Princc»Regcnt of Portugal engages that 
his subjects shall not be permitted to carry 
on the slave trade on any part of the coast 
of Africa, not actually belonging to his 
Royal Highness’s Jominiuiis, in which 
that trade has been disconiinued and aban- 
doned by the powers and stales of Europe, 
W'hich formerly traded there, reserving 
however to his own subjects the right of 
purchasing and trading in slaves within 
the African dominions of the Crown *of 
Portugal. It is, however, to be distinctly 
understood, that the stipulations^of th6 
present article are not to be considered as 
invalidating or otherwise atfecting the 
rights of the Crown of Portugal to the ter- 
ritories of Cabinda and Moleinbo (which 
lights have forineily been questioned by 
nhe Government of France), nor as limit- 
ing or restraining the commerce of Ajudz 
and other ports in Africa (situated upoa 
i\ui coast cor£unon\y caWeA ’m l\ie 
guese language* the Coata da Mina), be- 
longibg to Or claimed by the Crowti o^ 
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Portugal ; his Royal Iligline^is the Prince 
Regent of Portugal being resol veil not to 
resign nor forego his just and legitimate 
pretensions th^reto^ nor the rights of his 
subjects to trade with those places, ex- 
actly in the same manner as they have 
hitherto done. — XI. The mutual ext hange 
of ratifications of the present '1 reaty shall 
take place in the city of Lomloii within 
the space of four months, or sooner if pos- 
sible, to be computed from the day of the 
signature thereof.— Iti witness whereof we 
the Undersigned, Plenipotentiaries of his 
Biitannic Majesty and of his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent of Portugal, in 
virtue of our respective lull powers, have 
signed the present Treaty with our hands, 
and have caused the seals of our arms to 
be set thereto.— Done in the city of Rio 
dc Janeiro, on the liMh day of February, 
in the year of our Lord I S 10. 

(L. S.) Stkangford. 

(L. S.) CONDE UE LiNHAEES. 


Portugal. — Address of General ]\lasse7ia 
to the Pmtu^inese Nation. 

The following Address fiom Massniia, 
intended to be generally circultited among 
the native troops under the orders of the 
British Commander, has been received 
from Li-bor: — 

Inhabitants of Portugal ; Ills Majesty 
the Emperor of the French has put under 
iny orders nn army of 1 10,000 td take 
possession of tins kingdom, and to expel 
the English, 3^our pretended friend.*^ I say 
pretended friends, because in no one in- 
stance have tbey proved your benefactors. 
Against yon his Majesty Hie Empomi ha.s 
no animosity. Dn the contrary, ii is his 
highest wish to proifiole your happiness, 
and the first step to secure it is to dismiss 
from the. countrjr those locusts who con- 
sume your properly, blast yo'ir harvests, 
and pals3»^ yonr eftorts. Believe me, in 
opposing the Emperor you oppo:^* voor 
true friend ; a friend who ha.s it m his 
power Vender you the happiesr. people 
in the world. Were it not for the insidi- 
ous counsels of England you might now 
have enjoyed peace and tranquill 113% and 
have been put in possession of that hap- 
piness. Vou have blindly rejected oflers 
calculated only to promote your benefit, 
and have accepted proposals which will 
long be the curse of Portugal. — His Ma- 
jesty has commKssioned me to conjure you 
to awake to your true interests ; to awake 
to those prospects which, with your con- 


sent, nia3" be cjuickh realized ; to awake 
so as to \lisiinguish" between friends and 
enemies. The King ol England is actuat- 
ed by selfi'^h and narrow purposes ; the 
Emperor ol the Fremdi i.'* governed by 
the principles of universal pliilaiithropy. 
— ^Tis irue. the Englisli have put arm.s into 
\our hands, ai ms which 3’ou know not 
how to um‘. 1 will instruct you. They 
are to be the instruments of annihilation to 
your foes. Who those foes are 1 have al- 
ready shewn you. Use them as you ought, 
and they will become your salvation. 
Use them as v’ou ought not, and they will 
prove 3’'our destruction. — Resistance is 
vain. Can the feeble army of the British 
General expect to oppose any barrier to 
the victorious legions of the Emperor ? 
Already a force is collected suflicient to 
overwht'lm your country. Snatch the 
moment that mercy and generosity offer. 
As friends 3»ou may respect us, and be re- 
spected ill return ; as foes 3’uu must dread 
us, and in the conflict must be subdued. 
The choice i.s your own, either to meet the 
horrors of a bloody war, and to see your 
country' desolated, your villages in flames, 
an<l 3’^oiir cities plundered, or to accept an 
honourable and happy peace, which will 
obtain for you every blessing that by re- 
sistance 3^ou would resign for ever 

“ Massena, Prince of Flssling, 
and Commander in Chief. 

Ciudad Rodrigo Angiist 14.'* 


PoRTuc'.AL. — General ihders relating to the 
News sent from the Army Ity Officers. 

'• Head-quarters, Lageosa, Aug. 16. 

“ CiENERAL OrDF.US. 

** His Excellency^ Marshal Beresford, 
Comuiander in Chief of the Army', directs, 
that the following Orders of Marshal Ge- 
neral Lord Wellington be inserted in their 
Orders. 

"Adj. Gen.'s Office, Celerico, Aug. lo. 
Order of the Day. 

** No. 1.— Extract of a letter from Vice 
Admiral Berkeley, dated Lisbon, Aug. 6. 

"No. — The Commander in Chief 
makes publicly known to the army the 
following extract from a letter, from Vice 
Admiral Berkeley, and from two other let- 
ters enclosed therein. 

" No*. 3.— I cannot but conceive it i.smy 
duly to send you the copy of a letter from 
the Vice-Consul in Oporto to the Com- 
mander of his Majesty^s cutter Dart, in- 
closing <!xtracts from two letters. 1 shall 
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not make any comment whatever on their 
conlenis^ but only observe that they have 

fear and cunsteiiia non, that I was officially 
required to send thitlier boine sliips for the 
removal ofthe inhabitants. 

*< Colonel Trant will be able to ascer- 
tain who was the writer ofthe said letters 
through the niprchant named in that ofthe 
Vice-Consul. 

“ No. 1-. — Co|*y of a Letter from John 
Alvey, liis [h itannic Majesty ^s Vice- 
Consul ill <)porto,loLieut.Cr()\vc‘,coinmand- 
iiig liis Britannic Majesty’s cutter Dart. 

Oporto, Aug. 1, 1810. 

Sir ; — After having paid niy respects 
to you this morning, Imust now beg leave 
to transmit to 3 ’ou the inclo«;ed extract 
from an English Oficer <»f rank, to Mr. J. 
Tindale, a respectable merchant of this 
place, whereby' you will perceive the cri- 
tical situation in which we hnd ourselves; 
and I, therefore, request in my own natins 
as well as in that of all the Lhigiish mer- 
chants of (his place, that you will take 
into consideration, the necessity of having 
a sufficient force off tliis Bar, (if it be con- 
sistent with the gcnm al tenor of your or- 
ders) to protect all the English ships 
which can be got ready for setting sail, as 
well as all the iMiglish subjects who, on 
account of the imminent danger, may be 
under the necessity of embarking without 
the least delay. 1 yesjerday received a 
letter from the Commissary General in 
Lisbon, of the 2 Htli of las^ month, wherein 
he informs me, that the gun brig Growler 
had set sail from thenct tor this city, but 
she hao not yet made her appearance. 
VVe are in the utmost consternation, and 
unaniniousiy entreat your assistance. — I 
have, John* Alvev, Consul.” 

“ To Limit. Of- we, command mg 

his M ijesiy’s cutler Dart.” 

“ No. 5. — Extract from the letter itferred 
to in tlie prcrofling one, dated Pcinhanco. 5 , 
July ^28. 1810 1 — 

* We are here at present; the Guards. 

* and the ilivision which was comraamled 
‘ by Gen. Cameron, composed of the 2 Uh. 
‘42d, and filst regiments, have arrived in 
' Jaiiipvijo and Gmivea. Lord Wellington’s 
‘ head-quarters will he this eveninor in Ce- 
' lerico, but it is said that General Cotton 
^ stilli remains in Gnarda. I have seen’some 

* officers of the staff, who told me that the | 

* lorce commanded by Massena, including 
^ Regnicr’s division, amounts in the whole to 

* 105,000 men, 40 regiments whereof are 
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' cavalry : 80,000 men are marching against 
‘ our rear; you will hardly suppose that 

* lord Wellington means to oppose such 

' a force ; we must retreat, afld occasionally 

‘ quit the country.’ 

" No. 0 , — Dated Truxillo, 28 league;;^ 
from Oporto, July 29, 1810. 

' It is said we aie to retreat as far as 
' Maiiril'.i, 4 leagues from Coimbra, where 
‘ we are to mrikc our first stand. I know 
' that engineers have been detached to 
' undermine llu* brulgc, in order to blow 
^ it up. 24,0()() rations of biscuit arc to be 
' sent there this evening. Various are the 
‘ conjectures formed hcie, hut aM agree in 
' the opinion that it would be madness to 
‘think of engaging ill the hopeless con* 
^ test with Massena’s army,, and I really 
‘ suppose^ until our whole force shall 
‘ have foi^iod a junction, we are not to 
‘ make any lesistance or defence. The 
‘ horse arliilf'i v and heavy horse marched 
‘ this iiMirning for Ce lerico, to protect the 

• retreat of oor rear guard.’ 

“ N 0 . 7 . — Tlic Commander in Chief will 
not make any enijuiry to ascertain the 
author of letters which excited so •luch 
fear ami consternation in a place where it 
is most to be wished none should exist. 
He has frequently lamented the ignorance 
displayed in opinions announced in letters 
from (he army, and the indiscretion with 
which the like letters are published.* Ir, 
is impossible that many officers of the 
arni}' Can possess a sufficient knowledge 
of facts to he able to form a correct opinion 
of the probable events of the campaign, 
and yet their opinions, although erroneous, 
when once published, cannot but pro- 
duce mischievous results. The Com- 
mander in Chief, thci^fore, requests that 
the officers, on account of their own repu- 
tation, wdll refrain from giving opinions 
upon matters, with regard to which they 
c'iiinot possibly possess the necessary 
kijowledi^o for giving it with correctness; 
and if they chance to communicate to 
their correspondents facts which relate to 
the position of the army, its strengtlo. the 
formation of its magazines, preparations 
for cutting down or blowing up bridges, 
&c. they will at least tell their corres- 
pondents not to publish their letters in 
newspapers, unless it be certaiiiffiat the 
publication thereof cannot prove injurious 
to the army and the public service. -—- 
(Signed) Charles ^TBWART, Briga- 

dier and Adjutant General.” 

''Although the? Marshal hopes that the 
ietfefs in question are not written by any 
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officers employed in the Portuguese 
army, yet he thinks it right to express his 
earnest wish, that all the officers may 
bear in mind Hlie observations made by 
his Excellency Marshal General Lord 
Wellington, and also hopes, that not only 
all the lar^e tovvns of this kingdom, but 
also smaller places, will not siiiFer thorn- 
selves to be thrown into confusion and in- 
timidated by similar relations of I’oitii- 

gucse offiteas. (Signed) — '' Mozsniio, 

Adjutant-General.'’ 


Proclamation of Lord Viscount Talarcra, re- 
spect im^ those Portn^iicsc, iv/io ma^ favour 
the French. 

The time which has elapsed during 
which the enemy has remainejl on ‘he 
frontiers of Portugal, must have proved to 
the Porlugue.-e nation what they ha\e to 
expect from the French. The inhabitants 
of some villages have remained in them, 
confi iiiiir in the promises of the enemy, 
and hoping that, by treating the enemies 
of their country well, they might con- 
ciliate and mollify them, and inspire them 
with humane sentiments ; that their pro- 
perty would be respected, their females 
preserved from brutal violation, and their 
lives secured. 

“ Vain hopes’ The inhabitants of these 
submissive places have suffered all the 
evils which a cruel enemy could inflict ; 
their property has been plundered, their 
habitations burnt, their women atrociously 
violated, and those whivse age and sex did 
not provoke the brutal violence of the sol- 
diers have fallen victims to the imprudent 
confidence whfeh they placed in promises 
made only to be bnokeii.— The Portuguese 
must now see that no other means remain 
to avoid the evils with which they are 
threatoned but a determined and vigorous 
resistance, and a firm resolution to obstruct 
as much us possible I he advance of the 
itfiieinv into the interior of the kingdom, 
|>y removing out of his reach all such 
things as may contribute to his subsistence 
or facilitate his progress. These are the 
.only ^nd most certain means to prevent 
the evils with which the country is threat- 
ened. The army under iny command 
will protect as large a portion of the coun- 
try as is possible ; but it is obvious tj^ai 
the people alone can deliver themselves 
by a vigorous resistance, and preserve their 
goods by removing them out of the reach 
of the enemy, 'i he dmies, thereture. that 
bi&d me to bis Royal Highness the Prince 


Regent of Portugal, and to the Portuguese 
nation, oblige me to make use of the 
power and authority with which I am fur- 
nished, to compel the careless and indo- 
lent to make the necessary elforts to pre- 
serve themselves from the dangers which 
threaten tlifim, and to save their country. 
In conlormily with this, I make known 
.•ml dorlaie, that all magistrate.s and per- 
sons in aiilhority who shall remain in the 
villages or towns, after having received 
orders fiom the military officer to remove 
from them, and all persons, of whatever 
class they may be, who shall .maintain 
the least comirmniratioii with, or aid and 
ir.si.st in any manner the enemy, shall be 
considered as traitors to the stale, and 
tried, and punished as such an enormous 
crime rccjuires. WriLLiNCTx")N." 

JLnd isiuarUrs, \th Au^, 1810. 

PonTiJGAL. Kefract qf Dispatches from 

Lord Viscount Tettavera, ri Uitiu}; to the 
Fall oj Almeida. — Dated (/r.LERico, U'.Hh 
Aug. 1810. — Published London, lOth 
September 1810. 

The enemy opened their fire upon Al- 
meida late on Saturday night or early on 
Sunday morning, the 201 h instant, and 1 
am concerned to add, that they obtained 
possession of the place in the course of the 
night of the 27th. I have no intelligence 
upon which 1 can rely, of tlie ( ause of its 
surrender. An eXjilosion had been heard at 
our advanced posts, and I olxscrved on 
Monday that the stee])le of the church was 
destroyed, and many houses of the town un- 
roofed. 1 had a telegraphic coniinunica- 
tion W'ith the Governor, but unfortunately 
the weather did not allow of our using it 
on Sunday, nr during a great part of Mon- 
day, and when llie weather cleared on 
that day it was obvious rliat the Governor 
was in coinmuniraiion with the enemy.— 
After 1 was certain of the fall of the place, 

1 moved the infantry ot the army again 
into the valiey of the Moiidego, keeping 
a division upon Guarda, and rhe outposts 
of the cavrdry at Alverca. The enemy 
attacked our piquets twnce ye.sterday in 
the morning but feebly, and they were ' 
repulsed ; in the afienioon, hov\ever, they 
obliged &r Stapleton (knton to draw in 
hia posts to ihia side of Fraxedas. Cap- 
tain Lygon, of the lt)lh Li^ht Dragoons, 
was wounded in the morning, and two 
men of the Royal D'aguons weie wounded 
in the aheriiooii.— A picquet of the regi- 
ment made a gdUaat and succe&d'ul charge 
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upon a party of tlie enemy's infantry ami 
cavalry, ami took some prisoners. — The 
second corps niitlcr General Regnier has 
made no njovciocut of any importance 
since I had the honobr of addressing your 
lordship last. A pataolo, hov/ever, belong- 
ing to this corps fe ll in with a squadron 
of Dragoons, coni isting of one troop of the 
13th Biitish, and one troop of the 4th 
Portuguese, belonging to Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Hill's corps, under the command of 
Captain White of the 13lli, and the whole 
of them were taken, with the exception of 
the captain and one man, who, 1 since 
understand, have been killed. 1 enclose 
he copy of Brigadier-General Fane's re- 
po* t to Lieutenant-General Hill of this 
all'air, which it appears was highly credit- 
able to Captain White, and the allied troops 
cn_;agcd. — No movement has been made, 
and nothing of any iniportanee has oc- 
cuired in F]siremad»ira since I addressed 
your lordship last. — In the north, the 
enemy moved a small body of infintjy 
and cavalry on tlie 20th to Al<:auci:as; 
but General Silvciia moved towards them 
from Draganza, and they immediately i\:- 
lired. 

ErcaU,os dc Cima, Avgust 22, ISK). 

Sir; — 1 iiave the honour to repm^ to 
you, that the troops of the 13th Light 
Dragoons, and one of the 4th Porlugtu se 
Dragoons, forming the s'pndron uodei the 
command (jf (hiptuiii Whiic, of the KSth 
at Ladoera, this mornjng fell in witli a 
patroie of the enemy’s Diagooris cou i>t- 
ing of one captain, two suhalK rns, and 
about sixty men. Captain White fortu- 
nately succeeded in corning up witls thmo, 
when he immediately chai ged and ovi r- 
tuniccl them; and the ri^snlt has hi en, 
the capture of two Ik uteiianls, three per- 
jeants, six corporals, one tnuiipeter, and 
fifty privates, and aboni liry hor«^ s. 'I'he 
Captain was also a prisoner, but escaped 
during the bustle on foot — I am happy 
to say, tills bar. been pt iiormccl without 
the loss of a man on our side. Six of the 
enemy are wounded. Captain White 
expresses his obligation to Major Vigo- . 
reux, of the 38th regiment, who was a vo- 
lunteer with him, and to the Alferes Pedro 
Rayrnundo di Oliviera, commanding the 
Portuguese troop (whicii he states to have 
done its duty exlieniely well, and to have 
shewn much gallantry 0 imd also • to 
I/ieutenant Turner, of the 1 3lh Light Dra- 
goons, to whoee activity and courage he 
reports liiniscif to be indebted fer several 
of his prisoners, I trust the whole be 
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considered to have inciuird the anproba- 
tioii of the Commander m Chief. ^ 1 hav« 
the honour to be, &c. Fane. 

Lkutcnanc-Gcnaal IlilL • 


Portugal. French Account of the 

and Fall of Almeida, — Paris, 1 \th Sept, 

Siege oe Almeida. — The Prince of 
Esshng caused the trendies to be opened 
before Almeida on tlie night of the 1.5tli 
of August ; a false attack directed qgainst 
the 1101 th of the town had drawn tiie at- 
tention of the besieged to that quarter. 
Two thousand workmen took advantage 
of that circumstance, to dig the first pa- 
rallel to a depth of three feet, along a 
line of more than 500 toise-:, in spite of 
the dilbciilties arising from the rocky na- 
ture of Am; ground, and the nocesuty of 
every instant covering themselves by ga- 
bions. — Between the 18th and tlie 19tb, 
though the fire of tlie enemy was very 
biisk, and the obstacles which the rocks 
pnsentod to the enlargement of the 
trcnclre\ appeared insurmountable, the 
paroilrl v,as fini'iicd, and the rocks blown 
up by tlie petard.— Between the 20lh and 
25.il, eleven ba^tcric* ^ were erected. Dur- 
ii;;; the night of ilie. ‘2l th, the second pa- 
rallel was opened in the rock, at less than 
!50 toi^iCs from tlu' place. The leirihle 
fire of the fortref-> did not permit ns to 
maintain it during the day ; but on the 
ibilowjng night tin' miners fini^Iicd rie^jp- 
en:ng and enlarging the trenches with 
tha petard. Tlie rnoniUnig and ‘•'upp'y- 
iug batterie*^ were also finislnd the 

.anie — On the 2t)l.h, at five in th»f 

ifiorniny, eleven baUerles,* mounted will*. 
(;5 pieet . f f cannon, i^poned tiieir lire on 
fh * hii'lr. ss, V. hich returned it with vi- 
gf ur ; but St four in the afternoon tbeir 
(ire il.ielvcned ; at seven, one of our bombs 
exploded the principal powder magazine 
of the place; the cxplodon was teriiole. 
At the departur.5 of the courier, the fire 
of our battciies was redoubled with ac- 
tivity, • 

To the pi'ince of Ntufchatel and Wagram, 

Sir*^In my last dispatch, 1 had the 
honour to acquaint yon that on th*^- 1:0th 
the foi tress of Almeida ret urrietf our fire 
till 4 in the afiernoon ; that then it ceased 
entirely ; that at seven a coiislJeiHb^i ex- 
plosion took place in the fortress; and that 
I the conflagration was kept np during th^ 

I night by our bombs and howitzers. This 
I slate of things determined me to summon 
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the Governor to surreiuler, yesterday 
Tnoriiiiig. He sent me some officers to 
ask a cessation of hostilities. 1 made 
knt)wn to lh(*ln the terms of capitula- 
tion which I should otFer. Several hours 
of the day were employed in negociation, 
which did not produce the success which 
1 desired. I therefore ordered our fire to 
rccomnu nee at eight in the evening, and 
three hours after the Covernor of the 
place signed a capitulation, of which I have 
the honour to send you a copy, together 
with that of my summons. Almeida is 
tlius in the possession of his Majesty the 
Emperor and King. We entered it this 
morning at nine o’clock. The garrison 
arc prisoners of war, and shall he con- 
duett d to Trance. We have found on the 
batteries of the place, OS pieces of cannon 
■and 17 rerpiiring repairs, .‘j0().(700 rations 
of biscuit. 100,000 rations of salted meat, 
and a great quantity of odiev provisions. 
—I think it nu' dut\ to say something to 
your Highness of the di- position of the 
garrison. The Marquis d’AlonnA, a Ge- 
neral of Division, a Portuguese, and se- 
veral other general or superioi Officers of 
his nation, employed In the French army# 
approat hed the lorircss while the nego- 
ciadon was lic/inir fuav.ird. They were 
recognizetl, fiom the walls, by a great 
number of their country men, who loudly 
expressed their sutisfaciion at huintx freed 
from the yoke of the English ; which was 
much increased, when they learn td that 
the Emperor had attached to his service, 
and in their several ranks, the Peytuguese 
officers who were in France ; and that 
far from having reduced them to the state 
of humiliation Vhich the English make 
them feel at present, he had admitted 
them to the honour‘‘of fighting at his side, 
in his great camp.iigns. — The horrors com- 
mitted by the English are deplorable ; 
they cut down the corn, destroy mills, 
houses, and make a desert of that unfor- 
timate counliy’^ which they were invited 
tw defend. They thus violate the law of 
iiatioKs and of war. This nation is ac- 
customed to respect nothing ; its interest 
for the moment is its only law. — It is the 
division of Loison, of the corps* of the 
Duke of Elchingen. which has carried on 
the siege of Cindail Rodrigo, and Almeida. 
The two other divisions of that corps, the 
three divisions of the 2d corps, and the 
three divisions of the corps of the Duke 
of Abrantes, have not yet fired a mus- 
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uet. The Duke of Abrantes is at Le- 
esma ; General Regnier, commanding 
the 2d corps, is at Zarza Mayor. The 
soldiers are in good health, the army is 
well provisioned, and burning with desire 
to teach the English that which we have 
already taught the division of Crawfurd. 
The Emperor may rely on the bravery 
and dispositions ot the army, as well as on 
my zeal and respectful devotion. I have 
the honour, &c. Massena, Marshal, 

Fort Conceptiofif Piince ofEssLiNG, 

Aug, 23, jSiO. Commander in Chief of 
the Army of Portugak 

Copj/ of Summom to the English Governor of 
Almeida, 

Camp before Almeida, Aug, 27, IS 10. 
" M Governor, — The town of Almeida 
is in flames; alt my brsieging ai tillery is 
balterin" it, and the English armj/ cannot 
come to your relief. Surrender, then, to 
the genero«,i(y of tlu* armies of his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor and King : I ofli-r you 
honourable .cr.u=;. To imluce you to ac- 
cept them, consider wn.it took place at 
(’iiidad Rodrigo, the deplorable state in 
which that town iiov; 1 = 5 . and the misfor- 
tune^, which are rcservcMl lor Almeida, if 
you prolong an useless dcr’uoe, 

“ Receive, M. Govevui.r, the assurances 
of my high consideration. 

(Signed) Massena.” 

CapUtduiioit granted in the name of his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of the French and King 
of Italy, Protector of the Confederation 
of the Khwc, ^'c. iVf. by the Marshal 
Prince qf Essling, Commander in Chief 
of the Army qf Portugal, to M. the Eng- 
lish General Cov, Governor of Almeida, 
for the surrender of that Place to the troops 
of his Majesty, 

Art. I. The garrison shall be prisoners 
of war, with the honours 01 ’ war; that is 
to say, they shall march out with their 
arms, which they shall deposit on the 
glacis of the place. The miiitia shall re- 
turn to their homes,' after having deposited 
their arms; the garrison arc n<»t to serve 
during the present war against France or 
her allies. 

II. The officers of every description, 
and the soldiers,, ^hall retain, the former 
their swords and the latter their baggage 
only; 

(To be continued,) 


political register.— Papers. 


Publ'ishedby R. BAGSHAW, Brydges-Street, Govent- Oarefen :^Sold also by J. BUDD, Pall-Mall, 

LONDON printed by T. c. Hansard, Peterborough-Court, I'leet-SIreer. 



COBBE TTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REG ISTER. 

Voi.. XVIII. No. U.] LONDON, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 18IO. [Price 1 «. 


“ REAL MONEY can hardly ever multiply too much in any country, because it will always, as IT 
increases, be the certain sign of the increase of TRADE, of which it is the measure, and consequently 
** of the soundness and vigour of the whole body. But this PAPER MONEY may, and does increase. 

without any increase of Trade; nay often when Trade greatly declines, FOR IT IS NOT THK 
« MEASURE OF THE TRADE OF ITS NATION, BUT OF THE NECESSITY OF ITS GOVERN- 
MENT ; and it is absurd, and must be ruinous, that the same cause which naturally exhausts tha 
** voealth of a Nation should likewise be the only protlucUve cause of money.'^ Buskb. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD; 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OP THE 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter VII. 

Review ef the ground over which we have 
passed in the foregoing LetUrs^Opening the 
Way into the history qf the Hank's stoppage in 
17*97 — Vague notion about the increase of 
bank-notes being a sign of an increase of 
Trade and Wealth and Prosperity — This 
notion examined — IWr. Randle Jackson's 
speech, inveighing against those who have re- 
conmended that he and his partners shall be 
compelled to pay their promissory notes in two 
years — His notion that an increase of bank- 
notes naturally arises from an increase of 
Trade — Abuse heaped upon those who wish the 
Bank to pay its notes — Such persons called 
Riflers and accused qf wishing to destroy the 
Credit qf Old England — An increase qf ' pro- 
missory notes is a proqf qf an increase 
Debt — Five we^s in which bank-notes get out 
into circulation-^ Absurdity of supposing that 
an increase of promises- to-pay are a sign qf an 
increase of ^ke means qf paying^^N. An 
Accotini qf the distresses arising from the 
failure qf the Banks at Salisbury and Shqfte- 
buty. 

Gentlemen* 

In the foregoing Letter, we closed the 
discussion relative to the Sinking Fund; 
and that brought us to a point, to a sort 
of stage, or resting place, on Otir way, 
from which point it will be advantageous 
for us to take a brief review of the ground 
over which wo have passed ; foo when 


the design of the writer is to serve the 
cause of truth, and especially when the 
truths, he wishes to ipake apparent, have 
been industriously enveloped in darkness ; 
in such a case, every other (luality in writ* 
iiig ought to yield to that of cleamess, 

• 

It wa^ stated, at the out-set of our In- 
I quiries, that the Ckiqf Object of them was, 

I to ascertain, or, at least, to enable ourselves 
to form a decided opinion, '' Whether it be 
*• possible, without a total destruction qf all 
\ the phper-money, to restore Gold and Silver 
** to circulation amongst us," In pursuit of 
this object, it became necessary for us to 
make some preliminary inquiries as to the 
cause qf the Gold and Silver having gone out 
of circulation. 

The cause, the immediate cause, that is 
to say the cause which came close before 
the effect, was the increase of the paper* 
money. This cause was evident to every 
one ; but, then, it became us to inquire 
what had been the cause of that increase; 
otherwise our inquiries would have been as 
useless as would be those of a farmer, who, 
upon finding a score of his sheep dead, 
should content himself with ascertaining 
that they had been* killed with a knife, 
without making any inquiry as to the per- 
son by whom the destructive instrument 
had been used. Common sense, therefore, 
dictated to us to inquire into the cause, or 
causes, of the increase of the paper-money ; 
and, in order to come at a clear undecr 
standing with respect to these causes; we 
were cd^liged to go back to the inauspi<* 
cious origin of the paper-money system, 
tW fatal system, whence arose the Na- 
tional Debt, that Debt which even Pitt 
himself, the great abettor of the system, 
called the best ally qf France." 

]>UTing this retrospect, we have Meii» 
thal the Sank of England is merely a Com- 
PUPy whose charter aroge out 
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of a loan which they made to the ^oyern* 
ment, and that, at Us institution, it never 
entered into the mind of man, that these 
traders were ever to be protected by law 
from paying, in the king's coin, their pro- 
misaairy notes, as they have been A-om 
February 1797 to the present day. We 
have seen, in proceeding to inquire into 
the cause of this non-payment^ or stoppage, 
on the part of the Bank, in 1797, that the 
Bank-notes have^o/ie on increasing in quan- 
tity, and that these notes, of which, for 
more than half a century, there were none 
under 20 pounds, appeared, in the war of 
1755, ill the shape of 15 pounds and 10 
pounds ; and, during Pitt's war against 
the French revolution, which war he car- 
ried on, in part at least, for the avowed 
purpose of destroying the finances of France, 
we have seen that they appcarcd«in the 
shape, first, of 5 pounds, and, atf last, in 
the shape of 2 pounds and 1 pound. We 
have, in order the better to understand the 
history of the Bank Stoppage in 1797, and 
the better to estimate its consequences, 
taken a view of the Funds and Stoc/ts and 
National Debt; we have seen how they 
arose ; we have described their nature ; 
we have traced them in their dreadful pro- 
gress; we have seen how the National 
IJeht has gone on increasing, from the 
reign of William the Third to the present 
day ; we have seen how exactly the in- 
crease of the National Expenditure and the 
Taxes and the Poor Rates have kept pace 
with the increase of the Debt ; and; in 
the three last Letters, we have seen an 
ample developement, a clear exposyre, of 
the schemes for “ redtemintr,'^ or paying 
that Debt, and \vc have seen, that, 
during the operation of those schemes of 
redemption, the Debt has gone on increas- 
ing, and, that the intej^t we pay upon the 
Debt, has, since the Grand Scheme of 
.Hitt has been in force, been augmented 
from Q millions a year to :J2 millions a 
year. 

. This is. what we have seen and what we 
have, done. And having now, to use the 
sportsman’s language, made good our* 
ground, we may begin to move forwards 
towards the interesting history of the stop- 
page of gold and silver payments at the 
Bank of England, in 1 797. 

Qur first step, in opening the way into 
t|ns history, must be to olitain a clear no- 
tion. with regard- to the manner, in w-liich 
bank notes are issued, or put out into cir- 


culation among the people; oTi ratter^ 
with regard to the immedUUe causes .of 
putting them out. For, unless we have a 
clear understanding upon this point, we 
shall have but a confused idea of the mare 
distant causes of their increase. 

There is, apparently, a vague, or indis- 
tinct, notion, floating in the minds of some 
men, that the increase of the bank notes is 
an indication, or sign, of an increase of 
Trade, of Wealth, and of PuosperitYj 
which, as you must have perceived, are, 
by such persons, always jumbled and con- 
founded together, for want of proper at- 
tention to the facts and principles, which 
we have stated and laid down in Letter 
III, from page 329 to page 333. But, we 
must not suffer ourselves to fall into this 
confusion ; and, indeed, does not common 
sense reject the notion, that an increase of 
promissory notes, which necessarily argues 
the want of the means of the person, issu- 
ing them, to pay in specie ; does not 
common sense, docs not the plain under- 
standing of every plain man, reject, with 
scorn, the notion, that such an increase is 
a sign of increasing uealth and prosperity 
ill the person, or body, or community, by 
whom the issue is made ? Why does our 
neighbour Needy give a note of hand in 
payment of Iiis rent, or of his taylor's bill ? 
Why, because he has not the money in 
his pocket or his drawer. And, are we 
to be made to believe, that the circum- 
stance of his not having money to pay 
what he owes is a proof of his wealth and 
prosperity? We have been persuaded to 
believe many tilings; but, 1 think, that, 
at this day, we shall not be persuaded to 
believe this. At the lime of the numerous 
bankruptcies, in 1793, just after Pitt's war 
broke out, Pitt asserted, that they were a 
sign of national prosperity, and was almost 
huzzaed for the assertion; but, we have 
had time now to experience, time to fed, 
the worth of Pitt's assertions, predictions, 
plans, and measures ; and, with the bene- 
fit of this lesson, we shall not, now, be so 
easily persuaded, that bankruptcy is a sign 
of prosperity ; though, it must, I think, 
be allowed, that it is fnll as true a sign of 
prosperity as that which* has now been 
discovered in the increase of prommory 
notes, which increase is, and must be, al- 
ways an infallible sign of a want, in a 
greater or less degree, of ihe means to 
make payment in money. 


A 3 to thefuavase of Trade, that, indeed, 
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will dematid; u wft shall hereafter more 


fully see, a certain increase of circulating 
tnedium, or money, as must be evident to 
every man, who reflects, but for one mo- 
ment, upon the subject; because, where 
there are ten purchases of a'pound each to 
be made (supposing them to be made in 
the same space of time) twice as much 
money will be wanted as where there are 
only nve purchases of a pound each to be 
made. But, the increase of trade, that is 
to say, the increase of purchases and sales, 
or, in other words, tfie increase MO- 
NEY'S-WORTH things, though it is a 
very solid reason for the increase of mone^, 
is no reason at all for the increase of promis- 
sory notes, and especially of promissory notes 
which will not bring money in exchange for 
them. The man, who is in a great way of 
trade, gives more promissory notes than a 
man in a small way ; but, he has propor- 
tionate means, and, at any rate, does not 
give notes without possessing the value of 
them in goods, or property, of some kind, 
in money*s»worih things; and, of course, 
his notes are convertible into money ; but, is 
this the case with the notes of the Bank ? 
Is this the case with the notes of any of 
our Banks ? Such a man stands in need of 
no law to protect him against the demands 
of the holder of his notes ; but, there is a 
law to protect the Bank of England against 
the demand of any holder of its notes, 
who may wish to have guineas in ex- 
change for those notes. And, can the 
increase of such Aotes be regarded as a 
sign of the increase of trade ? 

Yet this is a favourite fallacy with those, 
who either do not understand the matter, 
or who, while they do understand it, wish 
to deceive the world, and the people of 
this country in particular. This same 
fallacy was put forth with great assurance, 
at the House of the Bank in Threadiieedle 
Street, London, no longer ago than last 
Friday, by the Gentleman, a Mr. Ran- 
dle Jackson, mentioned in the Post- 
script to the last Letter, page 426, in a 
speech, the whole of which, (together 
with the speech of the Governor op the 
Bank and of a Mb. Pavn, a Country 
Banker), as reported in the Morning Chro- 
nicle, of Saturday last, 1 insert in another 
part of this Number, and which I beg 
leave to recommend to your attentive pe« 
rusal. 

Mr, Jackson, who is, it would seem, a 


proprietor of Bank Stock ; thU is t6 say, 
one of the Bank Company ; that U to say, 
one of the persons in whose name the 
Bank notes are issued ; tjiat is to say, one 
of the persons, wlio put forth the promis- 
sory notes of the Bank ; that is to say, onb 
of the persons who derive a profit, who 
get rich, from the putting out of those 
notes ; Mb. Jackson most loudly inveighs 
against the Bullion Committee, and, in- 
deed, pretty roundly abuses them ; pretty 
roundly abuses a Committee of the House 
of Commons, for having recommended to 
the House to pass a law to oblige him and 
his partners to pay their notes agreeably to 
promise; and, this he does, you will ob- 
serve, at the very time that he is railing 
against the revolutionists of France for 
their levelling principles, and insinuating, 
that rhere are such levellers now at work 
ill England ; all which may be very na- 
tural in Mr. Jackson ; for, who that is 
protected by law from the payment of his 
promissory notes, would I^w to 

be repealed, and its place supplied by a 
law to compel him to pay ? It may be 
very natural for a gentleman, so situated, 
to abuse the Committee ; but, it would be 
very foolish in the people; very foolish 
in the holders of his notes ; very foolish 
in his creditors, to join in such abuse. 
Upon this part of his speech, liowever, 
we shall find a more suitable place for ex- 
tending our remarks, and also for noticing 
what he said' about the vast increase of 
Country Banks, without seeming to per- 
ceive, that that increase has been owing 
solely to the law which protected, and 
still protects, the Bank of England against 
the Gold and Silver deinam|| of its credi- 
tors. Upon these parts of his speech, and 
upon his assertion^ respecting a debt said 
to bo due to the* Bank from the public; 
upon his statement of the causes of the 
Bank stoppage; upon the xvonderful una^- 
nmity of all the speakers at this Meeting 
of the partners of the Bank Company, m 
declaring, that there would be NO GOOD 
in their paying of their promissory notes in 
Gold and Silver; upon all theee topics, 
and ilpoo some others, brought forward at 
the Bank Company's Meeting, we shall 
find, hereafter, a more .^^uitable opportunity 
for making and applying jaur remarks, 
which, indeed, belong to other parts ot 
our subject, a^, therefore, we will, oh 
present, confine ourselves to the only topic« 
introduced into these speeches, which bf- 
loM to the part: of our subjeet opw Hkh 
P 2 
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.mediately before m ; namely, the notion, from an increase (f trade, and, if not, tii&rt 
that the increase qf bank notes naturalfy has been the real cause, or causes, of that 
arises from an increase of trade, crease qf bank notes v^hich has driven the gold 

• and silver out of circulation, ^ 

Since, however, I have digressed so* far, 

I take the liberty to continue on a little We have seen, that a real increase of 
further for the purpose of noticing a para- trade means, an increase va purchases and 
graph, in a news-paper oft his very morning sales, or, in other words, an increase^ in 
(Monday, 'il-th Sept.) which imitates Mr. commodities, or things, which are really 
Jackson in abusing those, who are desir- worth money. Consequently an increase of 
ous of seeing the Bank Company once trade will naturally demand- an increase 
more pay their promissory notes in Gold of money ; but, what it demands is an in- 
and Silvfer. “We are happy,*’ says ibis crease of real money, seeing that the in- 
writer, “ to find, that the opinion we have crease of the trade itself is no other than 
“ more than once expressed upon this an increase of monej/*s worth things ; and, 
“ subject is sanctioned by the first autho- that the increase of its demand will not 
riths in the Country, and that the mis- be for paper, or for notes not convertible 
“ chievous idea of ^Arotvtng open the Bank into money. Precisely the contrary; and, 
“ immediately to be rtfied by the engrossers in private concerns, we every day see, 
“ and exporters of guineas, is univeridlly re- that it is the falling off oi n man's real 
probated. Sir John Sinclair has taken up trade, it is the lessening of his quantity of 
the pen upon the subject, and most ably money's worth things, that induces him 
" does he treat it. Neither the authority to have recourse to the issue of paper, 

“ of the Committee, nor the clamours of paper which he cannot turn into money, 
those who wish to destroy the public predii In a word, it is DEBT that makes a man 
of Old hav^ been sufticient to give promissory notes. An increase of 

“ intimidate that highly informed and much trade, always implying an increase of 
“ respected Gentleman from coming for- money’s worth things, brings, of itself, an 
“ ward to vindicate truth and dispel a most increase of real money, unless that money 
** mischievous delusion.** What, Gentle- be, by some unnatural cause, withheld 
men ! is a recomniendaiion to pass a law from circulation. It is just the same with 
to oblige the Bank Company to begin to pay a nation, whose increase of money's worth 
its pf otmssory notes in gold and silver, at the things will bring to it an exactly propor- 
is this to be called “ Mrow- tionafe increase of real money, if that 
ing open** the Bank to be “ rifled?'* Are money be not kept back, or driven out 
you and all of us, who hold bank notes, to again, by some unnatural cause ; but, 
be denominated “ riflers,** or robbers, be- DEBT, and the attendants upon debt, lead 
cause we may wish to be paid the anoount to the issuing of bank notes, or, to- paper 
of those notes in gold and silver Is a de- of some sort or other, or, to a something, 
sire to see Bjqik pay its promissory no matter what it be, which has not a real 
notes upon demand, agreeably to the value in itself. Real money is the represere- 
words written in therA, and to see the tativeqf MONEY'S WORTH THINGS: 
king's coin once more* come back into promissory notes are the representatives of 
circulation amongst us; is this dedre to DEBT; and, thi.s we shall clearly sees as 
be ^attributed to a “ teish to destroy the pub- we proceed in examining into the way; 

" «ic credit qf Old England T* Gentlemen, or, rather, the divers ways, in which bank 
this language shews two things : first, that notes get out into circulation amongst the 
loose who use it entertain a most hearty people, 
contempt for tiie people of England ; and, 
second, t4iat their cause is so very bad, 
ibal they dare not even attempt to offer in 
support of it any thing bearing the shape 
of an argument. 

Iwaving^tbe Bank Company to the sup- 
fKtrtof these vailers, let us now, with the 
calmness and candour which belong to the 
caoBO'of truth, return to our inquiry, whe^ 
iki increaaa qf Me bank notes has arisen 


The -bank notes have in them nothing 
Of a mystical nature. They are the joint 
work of a paper-maker; dn engraver, a 
printer, and the person who puts his 
, name, in writing, at the bottom of them. 
Being thus brought to perfection, they are 
delivered ^at the Bank Company’s- House, 
or Shop, FIRST, to any persons, to whom 
the Company may owe money, for work 
done to their buildings, or ta foe 
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keeping their books, or fop paper, or for 
printing, or, in shorty for any services per- 
formed for them. A se^nd way^ in 
which the notes get out, is through what is 
called discounting; that is to say, loans of 
bank notes made to private persons, for 
which the borrower leaves in possession of 
Uie Company a note of hand or bill of ex* 
change, that is to say, an engagement to 
pay back again as much as he receives 
together with interest for the time, or, ra- 
ther, the interest is deducted when the 
loan is made. A third way, in w'hich 
tile notes get out, is through the advances, 
or loans, which the Bank makes to the 
Government, by way of anticipation upon 
tlie taxes, before they come in. A 
FOURTH way is through the payment of 
the interest of Exchequer Bills, or Nuvy 
Bills, which arc a sort of promissory notes, 
given by the government, and upon 
which the Bank sometimes pays the in- 
terest, and, at other times, discounts them, 
or purchases them of the holders at the 
current price ; but, in every case, a fresh 
parcel of bank notes, get, through the 
means of these bills, into circulation. A 
FIFTH way, in which the notes get out, is 
through the payment of the dividends or 
the interest, of the Stock, or National Debt, 
which dividends are paid quarterly ; and, 
as we have before seen, the amount is 
tftree times as great as it was at the begin- 
ning of Pitt’s war against the Jacobins 
of France, which we*have called the Anti> 
Jacobin war. 

Now', without enumerating any more of 
the ways, in which bank-notes get into 
circulation, is it not as clear as the Sun at 
noon-day, that they are always the repre- 
smtatives <f DEBT ? Is it not a fact that 
no one can deny, that the increase of them 
proceeds from the increase of Debt, and 
not from the increase of trade? Away, 
then, with the nonsense of those dreamers, 
who would persuade us, that an issue of 
promissoiy notes proceeds from an increase 
of moneys worth things ! Aw'ay with the 
idle talk about an increase of things of 
real value calling for an increase of paper 
promises! Away, away, with the con- 
fused, the childish notion, that an increase 
of the means qf paying produces an increase 
oi promises to pay! As well might any 
one tell you, that the increase of the paper 
of the Salisbury and Shaftesbury banks, 
arose from the increase qf the means of pay- 
ing their debts, an assertion, which, with 


the present scenes before your eyflv/* 
might be.a little mpre impudent, but net 
a whit more contrary to j/ruth than the as* 
sertion above noticed, and, I trust, com* 
pletely refuted. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 

\V“. COBBETT. 

&at€ Prison, Newgate, Monday, 

24'M S^tember, 1810. 

* The scenes at Salisbury, on 'account 
of the failure of the Banks at that city and 
at Sbaftqsbury, have been truly distressing. 
At Salisbury in particular, where the 
greatest part of the sufferers were, the 
poor people were, in many cases, without 
victuals or drink for some time, and many 
persons, in a respectable way of life, were 
for many days together, obliged to sit 
down to dine upon little more than bread, 
no meat being to be purchased with the 
only sort of money (if a debased paper 
ought^ for a moment, to go by that name) 
which was, generally speaking, in posses* 
sion of the people. Many persons, in the 
lower ranks of life, who had gathered to- 
gether a few pounds, the fruit of long 
labour and anxious care, of frugality, and 
of forbearance from enjoyment ; the fruit, 
in short, of an exercise of all the domestic 
virtues, and destined to be the provision, 
as the saying is, '' against a rainy day,” 
that is, to be the source of comfort in sick- 
nesi or in old age ; many persons of this 
description, the heart ache of one of wliom 
ought^ to give us more pain than to see 
fifty thousand Public Robbers swinging 
from so many gibbets ; many persons of 
this description ; many of these very best 
of the people, saw their little all vanish in 
a moment, and thelnselves reduced to the 
same state with the improvident, the care- 
less, the lazy, the spendthrift, the drunkard, 
and the glutton, looking back upon a life 
of labour and of care, and looking forward 
to the misery and disgraee of a workhouse ! 
To describe the scene, when the Meetings 
of Creditors took place, at Salisbury, would 
be impossible. The Council Chamber of 
the city (for no other place, except the 
Cathedral, would have contained a tweo* 
tieth part of them], was surrounded with 
such multitudes, and so eager were they# 
in pressing forward, that some were 
danger of their lives ; and the const^)1cs,. 
from necessity, perhaps, laid their staveg, 
about the heads of many of tb^e who, 
carpe tp demand their putticvjarly, 
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t9 1 am informed, 6n^the 7th of this month. 
What a scene wa^this! Here, Pitt, if he 
had ' still been ajive, might have seen a 
specimen of the fruits- of his system ! The 
holders of the notes, were, I understand, 
each of them compelled to be at the ex« 
pence of ah t^davit, and obliged also, to 
attend in person, or by an attorney, at the 
Meeting of Creditors, and also for the re- 
ceipt of the dividends whenever any shall 
take place. It is easy, therefore, to con- 
ceive wfiat portion ^ payment will ever 
fall to the' lot of hundreds of poor men 
and women, living at a distance from Salis- 
bury, and scattered about in country 
places, where a news-paper is hardly ever 
seen. One of the banks was called the 
Salisbury and Shaftesbury bank and part of 
the notes are dated at one place, apfl part 
at the other. Those notes, which were 
dated at the latter place, were to be 
proved at meetings to be held there ; so 
that, many of the ‘poor fellows, who had 
brought their notes to Salisbury, were told, 
that they must carry them to Shaftesbury ^ a 
place zX forty miles distance! The holder 
of each note, was, 1 understand, compelled, 
in order to have a claim to any dividend, 
to swear that he had given the full valve of 
the note ; so that, one man could not demand 
payment of the note of any other man ; and, 
people could not sell the notes for any thing 
oelcnv their nominal value. It is evident, 
that, under circumstances like these, a 
great portion of the poor people who hold 
any of these notes, will lose the whole 
amount of them. I have two men, f:>r in- 
stance, who had the misfortune to be of 
this number, Jamgs Gullingham and Wil- 
liam Hurckett, the former of whom had a 
five pound note, and thfe latter a one pound 
note, both issued under the names of Bowles, 
Ogden, and Wyndham, and both which 
notes 1 have now lying upon the table 
before me. These men are at twenty- 
eight miles distance from Salisbury; to 
present the notes at the Meeting would 
have required three days absence from 
hoftie in the midst of harvest, besides their 
expences at Salisbury and upon the road, 
fvhicfa, without the expence of the a(B- 
davit, would have amounted to more than 
t(he one pound note of Hurckett, to say 
nothing about the expences .attending the 
of the dividends. Indeed, upon 
the circumstances being related to me, I 
^as'^qhite satisfied that anv attempt of 
jl'bor OuHingham to recover his debt from 
JtfesSrs; Bowles, Ogden, • a»d Wyudham, 


even supposing them to pay 20 shillings'in 
the pound, would be a losing concern, ahd 
that the best way was for me to take the 
debt off their hands. 1 intend to send the 
pretty little bits of paper down to them, 
with a request, that they will paste them 
upon two Ivttle boards, and hang them up 
in their cottages, not only by way of 
ornament, but as a lesson to their neigh- 
bours and their children. I dare say, that 
there are many considerate masters who 
will act in like manner ; but, it must be 
manifest to every one, that hundreds of 
poor families will suffer, and very severely 
suffer, from this one failure. What, then, 
must be the consequence, if these failv^ts 
should become general; and, does it not be- 
come every one, who wishes to sec the 
peace and independence of the country 
preserved, to use his utmost endeavours to 
convince the public of the necessity of 
measures to restore to circulation the gold 
and silver coin, and thereby to prevent, if 
possible, those dreadful convulsions, in 
which the issue of a paper currency, not 
convertible into specie, have but too fre- 
quently, not to say invariably, ended ? 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Ireland. In the present Number I 

have not room for all that I could wish to 
say upon the subject of the seemingly-de- 
sired repeat of the Union, the petition and 
other papers, relative to which, I intend 
to insert in my next. Indeed, 1 was so 
desirous to treat this matter fully, and, as 
far as my abilities go, in a manner worthy 
of the regard and respect which I feci 
towards the gallant and generous people, 
to whom it relates, that I should have 
postponed all notice of it till I had been 
able to do it agreeably to my wishes; 
but, an article in the Morning Post news- 
paper of yesterday has induced me to de- 
part from that intention.— -The writer 
says : We have given, in another part 

" of onr Paper, an account of the pro- 
ceeding of the Freemen, and Frec- 
« holders of Dublin, at the Aggre^te 
Meeting, on Tuesday last, when a Pe- 
tition for a Repeal of the Legislative 
** Union was agreed to. The substance qf 
“ this Petitionis correctly stated, upon which 
we cannot help observing that the 
grounds Mt forth, if calmly and dispas- 
sionately considered, are far from war- 
ranting an application for a repeal of 
the Unipn. ' It is true that tha axpandi* 
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ture and the debt of Ireland have greatly 
increased within the last ten years, so 
** have the expenditure and debt qf Great 
Attain ; and it would be Just as fair to 
attribute the one to the Union as the 
** other. We are engaged in a war unpre- 
•• cedented in its nature^ and we have no at- 
temative but that of unconditional submis- 
" sion to a ferocious tyrant, or the most de- 
termined reststance. That that resistance 
** can only be made at an enormous ex- 
'' pence, and by the most painful sacri* 
*• Sees, must be obvious to every man, who , 
** wiU reason dispassionately. The trade of 
Ireland has suffered, but surely no one 
who looks at the state of the Continent, 
** and contemplates the extraordinary and 
** violent measures which Buonapahte has 
adopted to ruin the trade of this £m- 
pire, will be at a loss to account for a 
temporary commercial embarrassment. 
** It is notorious that the trade of Ireland 
did greatly increase after the Union, 
" nothing, therefore, but party prejudice 
could attribute the stagnation under 
which it is at present stated to labour, 
" to that measure.— With regard to the 
** inattention of Irish Landlords, and the 
drain occasioned by absentees, and a fo- 
*' reign National Debt, those are evils 
** which would have existed without a Union, 
and which did exist before it. For con- 
siderably more than half a century the 
people of Ireland have complained of 
the perpetual dfain occasioned by ab- 
sentees. That the foreign National 
Debt would have existed to as great, or, 
** perhaps, a greater extent, if the Union 
** had not taken place, is odious, because 
Ireland must have borrowed money, if she 
" had remained separate, and from the 
** want of capital in Ireland, the Joans 
must have been effected in £ng- 

" land.^* Now, in the first place, 

1 wish the public to observe the unfair- 
ness of this writer, and the use which he 
makes of that press. He gives, he says, 
^ an account*^ of the proceedings in Dub- 
lin, and he gives the substance of the pe- 
** tition.'^ He crams into two fifths qf one 
single column of his paper, that which, in 
the broader columns and smaller print of 
the Times, occupies upwards of three whole 
columns,— i his is a pretty good speci- 
xnen of the fairness of this prin^ which i» 
the constant advocate of the government ; 
«nd, it is a pretty good presumptive proof 
cf the goodness of the cause of the Peti- 
tioners, or, at least, of this wriier^s convic- 
^ of tfiie goodneii of thAt\;auM; for. 
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had he not been persuaded, that a publi- 
cation of the full report, in the same way 
in which it was published in the Times; 
had he not been persuade*d. that this would 
have operated in favour <if the Petitioners^ 
cause, he would not have filled his paper 
with more of those shameiul fabrications, 
called ** intercepted correspondence in Spain 
and with more of the not much less shamed 
ful falshoods from Cadiz \ lie would not 
have filled up his paper with this vile 
trash, scouted now, one would suppose, 
even by the poor feeble-minded creatures 
who still read his paper; he would not 
have put in stuff' like this, to the exclusion 
of matter so deeply interesting as the pro- 
ceedings at Dublin. >But, though ^ 

suppressed all that part of this interesting 
matter, which he did not garble and mis- 
represetu, he found room, as we see, for a 
commentary ; upon which commentary we 
will now make a few reniarks.~Thc 
People of Ireland complain, that their 
National Debt has Ifcen greatly increased since 
the Union; and what answer does this 
w'riter give to that? Why, that the Dr6r 
of Great Britain has also greatly increased ; 
and, that it would be as fair to attribute 

the one to the Union as the other. Now, 

without stopping to show how the Debt 
of England may press lighter than that of 
Ireland, let us, for argument’s sake, grant 
what is here assumed, and allow, that the 
increase of the debt of the one cuiintry 
as well be attributed to the Union as 
the increase of the Debt of the other. 
Whjg then ? Is the lot of Ireland the better, 
because England’s lot is bad, or because 
the lot of England is the same, or worse ? 
And, as to the cause oT the increase, are 
we to conclude, • that the Union has 
not tended to cafise an increase in the 
Irish Debt, because an increase h^s 
also taken place in the English Debt 
since the Union ? This cause, we arc 
told, is the war, in which we are en- 
gaged, a war unprecedented in its nature.” 
But, no attempt is made to shew that this 
war would have existed at all, and especi- 
ally fhat it would have been coadiuted as 
it has been, if the Union had not taken 
place ; if the Union had not put a hun- 
dred members into the £nj<lfsh parlia- 
ment. Something should have been said 
to convince us, that, without the Union, 
the parliament would have given its ap- 
probation to the Expedition to the Schelilt, 
and to the campaigns in dp-'in and Portu- 
gal.— are next told, that our enemy 
is a ferocious* tyrant, and that 'we have no 
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alternative but that of determined resist- 
ance or unconditional submission, What^ 
then (to digress a little) is it come to this, 
at last ? Are all ‘our prospects of indem- 
'' nity for the past and security for the 
future’^ vanished ? And, are we spending 
all these hundreds of millions of taxes and 
contracting all these hundreds of millions 
of debt without any other hope than that 
of avoiding the m cessity qf unconditional sub- 
mission? Is this the relai.ve siluation, ir. 
which England now stands to France ? Is 
this acknowledgment now made by those 
writers, who do nothing but praise the mi- 
nisters, and who have praised tvety act of 
the ministers from 1793 to the present 

day ? But, to return : we are next 

told, that this resistance is “ only to be 
** mside at an enormous expence and by the 
most patw/'w/ sacrifices and, 'we are 
further told, that this ** must be obvious to 
any man who will reason dispassionately.*^ 

• r-This is all assert mn ; and assertion 

which / deny, being decidedly of opinion, 
that the whole of the savings proposed by 
Mr. VVardle might be made, not only 
mthout weakening oiir means of resistance, 
but that such savings would add, in an 
astonishing degree, to the sireuijithtmng of 
those means. Let the plan of national 
defence, proposed by my venerable friend, 
and faithful friend of his country. Major 
Cartwright, be adopted, and we should 
soon sec, that our expences would be les- 
sened, and that, too, in a degree that <the 
country can scarcely conceive. It is not 
mere taxation, not mere expenditure ; that 
ever did, or ever will, defend, or provide 
for the defence of, a country, in the hour 
of real danger, and none but poor narrow- 
minded men ever supposed that it would. 
The hour- of real danger is, with us, at 
hand. It may come to- morrow ; and, 
therefore, it is time to bethink ourselves 
of ’ the means of a sure and certain de- 
fcr][ce; and this defence, so far from being 
found in the source, whence the Morning 
Post expects it to come, will assuredly 
find theaun one of its greatest obstacles. 
— — It \^8 only on the 13tK of last month, 
that this same writer, in spciliking of mea- 
sures of defence, said : « IRELAND, in- 
deed* demands an artny. Worried and 
distracted ^he is, by French conspiracies 
attd machinations, ministers need not be 
told, lhat therb alone is Great Britain 
vulner^bk.*^ Well then, it is not, it 
seems, hierely for defence ; not merely for 
the purpose qf resisting « the ferocious 
t^ont,' that« gccordio^ to this same 


writer, these « enormous ex-pences” are.ii> 
wanted. Ireland, according to him, de- 
'' mands an army,’' and this he proclaims 
to the enemy. Ireland demands an army 
for the purpose of opposing French con^ 
spiracies and machinations,** .which doubt- 
less must be of great force in that unhappy 
country, though as far, as I have heard, 
no proof has been publicly given- of 
their existence. Bui, grant that there are . 
“ Fiench^onspira^ies and machinations’^ 
in Ireland ; grant that there is a French 
party in Ireland, as was distinctly stated 
in parliament in 1807, when the law was 
passed for confining the people, in certain 
cases, to their houses and huts, fiom sun- 
set to sun-rtse, and for empowering the 
magistrates, in similar cases, to enter their 
dwellings at any hour oi tlie night to see 
if they were at home ; grant ihat there are 
" French conspiracies and machinations, 
and even a French party in IiflrUid,” is it 
not the more necessary to listen patiently 
to the petitions of the people, when they 
state VI hat they deem to be grievances, 
and especially when they very fully ex- 
plain what they look upon as the causes of 
the prevailing discontents. An army may, 
for aught I know, be necessary to guanl 
the interior of Ireland. It is a fact that I 
would fain not believe to be true ; but, if 
it be true, I am very sure, that every 
thing ought to be tried to retain the attach'^ 
ment of all the loyal part of the people, 
and, if possible, io gain over the disloyal. 

French conspiracies and machinations” 
can exist only because there are some, at 
least, of the Irish people discontented with 
their rulers ; and, as these discontents cost 
us ** the expence of an army** it is, surely, 
worth while to endeavour to remove them; 
and, that they are not to be removed by 
abusing Irish Petitions anvl Irish Petitioners, 
is, 1 think, a proposition, which admits not 
of dispute. As to, the TRADE of Ire- 

land, this writer acknowledges that " it has 
** suffered ;** but,” says he, “ surely, no 
one, who looks at the state of the Conti-. 

** nent, and contemplates the extraordinary 
** violent measures, which Buonaparte 
** has adopted to ruin the trade of this em- 
" pire, will be at a loss to account for a 
" te7nporary commercial embarrassment.” . 
No ? — What ? Is it true, then, that Buona- 
parte’s violent measures have injured our 
trade ? 1^ it true, then, that our famous 
Orders in Council have not had the efiect of 
saving that trade ? Is it true, really true, 
that Buonaparte^ has bad more wit than 
our Board of Trade , and Plantatioim t Andi 
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•do 1 Jive to hear the government-defend- 
ing papers set up a pitiful, whining cry, 
against the violet measures of the enemy, 
andof an enemy* too, whom they daily call 
a bme, vik, degraded, infamous, upstart mis- 
creant and monster f Do I live to hear this 
heroic, this defying, writer, whimpering 
and whining about this enemy^s violent 
measures ? Just ai if mild and gentle mea- 
sures were to be expected from an enemy, 
and especially from an enemy like Buo- 
naparte. But, how long is it since the 

fact was discaoered ? How long is it since 
the Morning Post and the rest of the 
writers of that description, discovered 
that the measures of Buonaparte have 
produced an injury to our trade? The 
reader will, I am sure, bear in mind, 
that exactly the contrary has been, almost 
up to this very day, asserted by these same 
writers, who have alfected to lau^h at bis 
measures ; and, which is still closer to the 
point, every one must recollect, that, 
during the last session of parliament, the 
minister boasted over and over again, 
boasted and flung the fact in the teeth of 
his opponents, that our trade, up to that 
hour, had not only gone on increasing, 
but increasing at a rate more rapid than 
during any former period. Nay, has not 
Sir John Sinclair, another champion of 
the government y in a passage quoted but 
yesterday by the writer of this very Morn- 
ing Post, stated that the trade of Gieat 
Britain has been augftiented nearly one 
half, or, at least, far beyond one third 
since the Union w'ith Ireland ; and do not 
the advocates of the Bank of England 
justify the excessive issue of their noics 
upon an alledged increase of trade ? And, 
after all this ; nay, side hy side with 
this, are the Irish to be told, that they 
can be at no loss to account for their 
commercial embarrassment, when they 
look at the violent measures of the fe- 
rocious tyrant of the Continent ?'' Are 
the Irish to be told this, at the same time 
that they hear our Minister and his 
advocates declaring, that the trade cf 
England ' not been injured by the 
measures of the “ ferocious tyrant ?” 
The Irish, supposing the Irish to have 
ears, would naturally hear all the last 
winter’s boasting about cur increase of trade. 
I do not say that they would natu- 
rally read Mr. Perceval’s and GtoucE 
Kose’s speeches ; but they would na- 
turally hear of the flourishing trade, in 
the description of which those speeches 
abounded. And the Irish, supposing the 


Irish to be capable, not of reasoning; 
which, in the opinion of some folks, might, 
perhaps, be going too far ; but, the IrW, 
supposing the*Irisli to possess the capacity 
of putting two ideas together, would, 
upon hearing of these boastings, naturally 
conclude, that Ireland being now united 
with England, the trade of the former, if 
all had been right, would have been in an 
increasing and flourishing way, as well as 
the trade of the latter. But, they ;ire now 
told, by the writer before us, tliat.lhey 
are to be at no loss at all to acconiir. for the 
suflering ih their trade ; though, in an- 
other page of the very same paper (paper 
of yesterday, Monday, September 2'J-,) he 
tells the people of England that their trade 
has most wonderfully increased, and is 
now mose flourishing than ever. On 
the left hafld page of the paper, the peo- 
ple of Ireland arc told, that their trade 
has suffered** to be sure ; but, that they 
will readily put up with that, when they 
consider that it is the natural consequence 
of the w!ir, in which we are engaged for 
our existence as a nation ; and, on the 
right hand side of the paper, the people 
ol England are told, that the quantity cf 
bank notes has increased, to be sure ; but 
that they will readily put up with that, 
when they consider that it is the natural 
consequence of the astonishing prosjjerity 
of their trade. And yet has t his same writer 
the assurance to point out the people of other 
countries as objects of our contempt and 
scorn, on account of their credulity, or 
of the cgaiovical insults whit fi they tame- 
ly endure ! It is said, by this writer, 

that the Union has not increased the 
number of absentees, that *t has not ren- 
dered Ireland more Jike a colony than 
it was before. This, iike all the rest, is 
more assertion. But, without going into 
particular facts, is it not next to ihipossi- 
ble ; nay, is it not quite impossible, that 
this assertion can be true P It is notorious, 
that during every winter, thousands of 
persons are brought to England in con- 
sequence of the business to bn docie in 
parliament. AH private bills, relating to 
Ireland, all road and canal and enclosure 
bills, must now be passed here. All con- 
tested elections must now be settled here. 
What crowds of applicants, appellants, 
witnesses, attorneys, and agents of all 
sorts; must these things alone bring to 
England from Ireland; and what imineqse 
sums of money must these cause to pass 
from that country to this t And were there 
none but the members of the two Houses of 
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Parliami^nti will any one say^ that their re- 
sidence in England for the far greater part 
of the year> and, some of them, all the 
year, must not operate as a great drain 
upon Ireland ? Yet, it is not the absence 
of the members themselves so much as the 
absence of others, to which the absence 
of the principal persons in the kingdom 
gives rise. Absence, through this ex- 
ample, becomes z fashion: not to reside in 
England for the winter, is to be out of the 
•* fashionable world/* It argues either a 
toant of breeding or a want of means, to avoid 
the imputation of which the last shilling 
of many a family is spent in England, 
when the income of such family, if ex- 
pended in Ireland, whence it is drawn, 
Ivould give not only a respectable com- 
petence, but a sufficiency of saperabun- 
dance to preserve that best cement of so- 
ciety, the respect and gratitude of the poor 
towards the rich. How are these to exist, 
when those who cultivate the land, when 
those from whose toil the landlord derives 
his means, never behold his face, much 
less taste of his bounty or receive encou- 
ragement from his condescension ; how are 
respect and gratitude towards the owners 
of the land to exist amidst the apparent 
scorn, or, at least, the visible disregard of 
the principals; and the exactions, the 
extortions, the arrogance and the con- 
tumely of agents and factors, to whom the 
tenantry of an Absentee are delivered 
over, in order to secure his purse, &nd, at 
the same time, to spare his feelings! When 
we are talking of ** French parties'* and 
of French conspiracies and machinations,** 
in Ireland, oyght we not to turn our 
thoughts this way, and consider how great 
a portion of the ev^l may have proceeded 
from this source? Who are those, that are 
best able to keep the people right ? Whose 
duty is it ? I hose who enjoy the riches of 
the country; those who live upon the 
fruit of that land which the people till. 
Hume, i*i speaking of the eiiects of a sys- 
tem of Stocks and Funds, points out its 
hostility to the peace and freedom of a coun- 
try, on account of the destruction which 
ft occasions of the intercourse between the 
rich and the poor. « These arc men,” says 
he, meaijing the Stock-holders, who can 
** enjoy their revenue in any part of the 
•• globe in which they choose to reside, 
who will naturally Airy themselves in the 
** etgniai, or in great cities, and who will 
w sink into the lethargy of a stupid and 
" pampered lozury, without spirit, ambi- 
" tion, or enjoym^ f«..*.*By these 


" means the several ranks of men, which 
« form a Amd qf' independent magistracy in a 
" state, instituted by the hand of nature, 
are entirely lost; and evety man in au- 
ihority derives his influence from the cam^ 
'' mission alone qf the sovereign. Nc expe- 
** dient remains for preventing or suppressing 

insurrections, but mercenary armies.** 

Such was this great man's opinion as to the 
effect of Absentees created by the means of 
Funds and Stocks : how exactly it applies 
10 the case of Irish Absentees, any one 
may easily guess, but none but Irishmen 
can feel. 

Portugal, Sicily, the Armaments in 
THE Scheldt, and other subjects, on which 
1 meant to submit some remarks to my 
readers, must be deferred till my next. 

Wm. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

September 25, 1810. 


Bank Shop Meeting, relative to the Bui* 
lion Report . — 21 Sept. 1810 . — Taken 
from the Morning Chronicle of the 22d 
Sept. 

Yesterday there was a numerous meet- 
ing of the &mk Proprietors at their house 
in Threadneedle-street. About one o'clock 
the Chairmen of the Court of Directors 
proposed that the dividend upon their pro- 
fits should be 10 per cent. Upon this 
proposition being put. 

Me. Handle Jackson presented himself 
to the attention of the Court, and advert- 
ing to a recent publication, (the Report of 
the Bullion Committee of the House of 
Commons) which he observed the Chair<» 
man could not officially notice, the Learn- 
ed Gentleman spoke to the following ef- 
fect — When, said he, the character of any 
individual or body of men is publicly 
attacked, it becomes a duty to take the 
first opportunity of vindicating that cha- 
racter ; and although 1 am as unwilling 
as any man to step out of the line of my 
professional pursuits, yet I feel too strongly 
how much I owe to this institution, to the 
interest of the public, and to my own in- 
terest, to overlook the animadversioas con- 
tained in the Report tn which 1 have al- 
luded. 'lliat Report appears to nie to 
contain in effect very serious charges 
against the validity of our stock, and our 
public stock. I wish it to be understood, 
that 1 do not mean to speak disrespectfully 
. of the Committee, nor to attribute tbetr 
RepgrtHo the influence of party motives ; 
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but I must observe that that Report is 
clearly and avowedly inconsistent with 
the evidence taken beVore (hat Committee. 
This inconsistency is, indeed, so glaring 
and so material, that 1 could not wish for 
any more complete vindication of this in* 
stitutioii than the universal publicity of 
that evidence. The' fallacies contained in 
the Report are of such a nature that it is 
in my mind of considerable consequence 
to guard against or remove as soon as pos- 
sible the impressions they are calculated 
to produce. Among tliose fallacies, the 
first that strikes me is the assumption as a 
fact, that Bank notes are below par, be- 
cause 105/. would not buy gold enough to 
make 100 guineas. The fact is, that the 
market price of bullion has risen con- 
siderably above the mint price, I believe 
about sixteen per cent. But let it he re- 
collected that 105/. in notes would buy as 
much of gold as lOO guineas, if the gold were 
not preferred for the criminal purpose of 
melting it. For every legitimate purpose 
the one were quite as efficient as the other, 
and how was the disposition of men to 
violate the laws, to act disloyally, to risk 
their liberty and character, to be provided 
against, or how could that disposition ope- 
rate in any fair consideration of the sub- 
ject ? Mr. Merle, Mr. Goldsmicl, and other 
gentlemen of high character and intelli- 
gence, stated in their evidence before the 
Committee, that there was no difierence 
between the value of Banknotes and coin. 
Those gentlemen alleged, that they nei- 
ther felt nor perceived such a difference 
in any of their extensive and various trans- 
actions. In fact, they declared that they 
would as soon take Bank notes as cash in 
payment ; and why not, when Bank notes 
were as acceptable as cash in any pay- 
ment whatever to be made, either for corn 
or goods of any description. Yet (he Re- 
port of the Committee to whom this de- 
claration was made by such high autho- 
rity, before whom the depreciation of 
Bank notes was broadly and positively 
contradicted throughout the whole of the 
evidence, thought proper to express quite 
a different opinion. It is not surprising, 
then, that a certain celebrated writer (Mr. 
Cobbett) should have taken advantage of 
the publication of such a Report— that he 
$hoald have declared that it made him 
rejoice as much, as if he were appointed 
Lord' of Hampshire. I do not mean to 
complain of, or to accuse this eminent 
writer for such a declaration. No, such a 
.feeling of* g^atulation was quite^ natural. 


upon finding a favourite proposition 
ed and recommended by so high an au- 
thority as that of a Committqp of the House 
of Commons. 

The next fallacy with which I have to 
charge the Report is, the allegation that 
this institution has issued an excess of 
paper, to which excess the Committee 
atltribute the advance that has taken place 
in the necessaries of life and other com- 
modities. Is it possible, I would ask, that 
the Committee can seriously mean tb im** 
press upon the lower orders of the people, 
that the advanced price which they pay 
for provisions is owing to the conduct of 
this institution? But what do the Com- 
mittee mean by an excess of issue ? 1 am 
prepared to shew, that the issue of our 
paper wrffe^coniparatively more, consider- 
ing all circumstance.N, previous to the Act 
of Restriction, than it lias been since that 
period. — It is, in fact, clearly deduct ble 
from the evidence, as well as Irom notori- 
ous circyimstances, and from admissions, 
even in some parts of the Rc^port, that 
your issue has been rather parsimonious 
than excessive. In the year 1797, when 
the restriction took place, your issue was 
at about 1 1 millions, but it was reduced 
to that amount in consequence of the alarm 
which then prevailed. Previous to that 
alarm your issue was generally about 14 
millions. That issue, including the !/. 
and 2l. notes, without which society must 
have stood still, has for some years ave- 
raged about 20 millions. Thus the in- 
crease af your is.sue has not exceeded 6 
millions, and how can that with any colour 
of fairness be pronounced,an excess, con- 
sidering the progressive increase of our 
Commerce, and also tlJe increase of coun- 
try Bank paper?— It is known that the 
increase of our commerce from the year 
1M05 to 1809, was no less than 15 ' mil* 
lions, and I believe I do hot over-rate, 
when I state the increase of our commerce 
since the year 1797, at 50 millions.— I am 
not in possession of any memoranda at pre* 
sent to justify this estimate, but the in- 
crease of our commerce is undeniable, and 
it is equally undeniable that the increased 
issue of your paper has been trifling, coin- 
part d to that increase of commerce.— 
Now as to the Country Banks, it appears 
tfhat since the year 1797, when their nuin- 
l>er was at about two or three hundred; 
lliey havq increa.ied t«* between 7 and 
800, and chat their issue amounts to no 
less than 30 millions — yet no charge of 
excess was applied by the Committee 
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fo this .is^ue— •no> that seemed to have 
been lost sight of> .and the whole of the 
sin was confined to this institution, for 
making an increase of six millions in its 
issue within ii period of thirteen years of 
prodigiously increasing commerce ; thus 
increase of issue too having been made in 
the discount of commercial lnll^, secured 
by valid 6om fide mercantile property. 
But the cause of the increased is^uc escaped 
the notice of the Committee'. The com- 
mercial accommodation which the Bank 
ailbi Je<I by that issue, was overlooked by 
the Committee. This 1 complain of as a 
sin of omission against this institution, but 
1 am more disposed to complain of the 
sin of commission against you, in imputing 
to you the rise that has taken place in the 
price of provisions. But here, in other 
points, the Report is inconsistent with itself 
— for while it attributes, to you, whose 
increased issue has been, as 1 have shewn, 
onl}^ six millions, it states in another part 
that your circulation is ciiiefly contiried to 
London and its vicinity, and consequently 
your paper cainiot be the cause which af- 
fects the country markets. This must 
surely proceed troin the paper of the 
Country Banks. The fault alleged by 
the Committee must belong to (hat, and 
not to yours. In making this observation, 
1 beg it to be disiincliy uiultrslood that I 
do not mean to speak in disparagement of 
the Country Banks. No, my opinion with 
regard to these institutions perfectly cor- 
responds with that of the justly resjircted 
Baronet who is now no more, anc^wlio .so 
properly pronounced them of great utility 
to commerce, and of peculiar utility in a 
country requiring a large circulating me- 
dium. — Another fidlacy in the Report re- 
fers to the balance oY commerce, which is 
in no degree attributable to this institu- 
tion. The suggestion in the Report upon 
this point is indeed ncgallved by the ac- 
knowledgment of the Reporters as to the 
modt-raliun and self-denial of the Bank in 
jts issues. It would, in fact, be quite 
mepmterous to maintain, that an issue of 
§0 tnillioDs of paper could have the ef- 
fect ascribed to it upon the commerce, 
the provisions, and the general currency 
pf the c^ntry. Undoubtedly, the price 
of provisions must be adected by the mass 
of our circulating medium, but the same 
effect would be produced whether that 
circulating medium were in specie or 
paper. But in the eager preference which' 
the Committee express for the circulation 
of the former, and their urgent desire that 


you should pay cash for your notes, there 
is an omission on their part, which 1 think 
betrays a want of candour. In no part of 
tbeir Report do they notice that out of the 
20 millions of notes which wc have in 
circulation, the public owe us 18 millions 
— o that the public hold a security in 
their ov\ii hands for no less than 9-lOths 
of our whole issue. This is a fact of im* 
portance, which applies to no other monied 
or mercantile institution in the country. 
Eroiii this fact, indeed, wc* are entitled to- 
say, tliat if the public tiiink Bank issued; 
an evil, they may annihilaie them in 24 
hours. If they wish to dissolve this insti- 
tution, let them pay us the 18 millions 
they owe us, and we will make up the 
remaining two millions by subscription 
among ourselves within an hour, so as 
immediately to discharge all our notes.— 
But there are other and important advan- 
tages derived by the public from the 
Bank, which the Report has declined to 
notice, ^ke actually pay to the public 
at present 210,000/. per annum in consi- 
deration of existing circumstances — that 
is, by lending 3 millions gratuitously until 
a peace is concluded, and by an abate- 
ment of interest to the amount of 00>000/. 
upon a former loan. This, however, is 
not the only grant we have made to the 
public. You agreed wdth Mr. Pitt upon 
the renewal of our charter, to lend 3 mil- 
lions to the public for 6 years gratuitously, 
and afterwards at an interest of o per 
cent. This ini crest was afterwards by an 
agreement >vith lord Grenville, with whom 
your bargain was opened, reduced to 3, 
per cent, which produced the abatement 
of 00,000/. which I have mentioned. 
Again, your bargain was opened with the 
present Administration ; but let us hope 
that the Report upon which 1 am speak- 
ing, may not be the forerunner of another, 
opinion. Your grants to the public are 
already sufficiently ample— -are as much 
as justice could allow, or liberality could 
accept. For independently of the sum of 
210,000/. which I have stated, you have 
agreed to abate your claim for the ma- 
nagement of the public debt, to the 
amount of 70,000/. per annum, besides 
relinquishing the advantage you derived 
from the unclaimed dividends. Thus are 
the public considerable participators with 
you in the profits of your concern, and of 
course the amount of the dividends to the 
Proprietors is proportionally reduced^ 
Yet these facts are not mentioned, are not, 
at aiJ aKuded to in the Report, and { be* 
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Move they arc but very pmially known mon justice and common sense, shouki 
tb, the country.— Notwithstanding the li- they demand that which in p\ain English 
bcral participation of our profits, which, is nothing less than this, that whatever 
as I have detailed, the public enjoy, it ap- may be the price of bullion, you j^hall be 
pears from the Report, that a suggestion obliged to buy it, in order to pay in 
had been thrown out to the Committee to specie at a fixed period ? Whatancncou<« 
seize upon our surplus profits. What, to ragcment would thus be held out to ini- 
seize upon the profits arising from the le- position by pointing at you as those who 
gal and honourable exertion of our trade ! must submit to imposture — who must buy 
upon that which was the result of labour bullion upon any terms ? Can any propo- 
und hazard, conducted upon the same just sition be imagined more unjust and un- 


principles, and standing upon the same 
Ihir footing as other merchants ! The very 
idea was extraordinary, and it was almost 
equally extraordinary that the Committee, 
instead of merely expressing their disap- 
probation, did not reject it with all that 
marked abhorrence and indignation which 
such an iniquitous proposition was calcu- 
lated to excite in virtuous minds. Upon 
recollection, 1 think a similar proposition 
was made by Marat, in the National Con- 
vention. 1 remember that his proposition 
referred to the properly of the Merchants 
of Marseilles and Bourdeaux, and lie had 
many supporters. Yes, that factious de- 
magogue and his coadjutors, having suc- 
ceeded in prostrating the aristocracy of 
rank and birth, wished also to break down 
the aristocracy of wealth ; the public ne- 
cessity being their pretence, but universal 
revolution their object ; supply being 
their profession, but equality their princi' 
pie. — I come now to the conclusion of the 
lleport, and from a view of all the cir- 
cumstances, a most extraordinary conclu- 
sion i cannot hesitate to pronounce It. 
The Committee recommend that vou should 
be compelled by a Legislative Act to pay 
your notes in specie in two years. What 
a variety of mischievous consequences 
woultl flow from the a<loption of such a 
recommendation ! It has been often ob- 
•erved, that sudirient for the day is the 
evil thereof, but that adage is totally in- 
applicable to a case of this nature. Pre- 
cautions cannot be too. early taken to 
guard against a great public calamity. 
We cannot too soon enter our protest 
against the recommendation 1 have men- 
tioned. There is no man who has the 
honour to know and the opportunity to 
appreciate your Hon. Board, but must 
concur in the compliment pronounced 
upon your conduct by the Report. I am 
the more glad of this compliment, because 
it proceeds from a quarter evidently hos- 
tile to your interests, and indiflerent to 
/your feelings. If they were not so hostile 
and iadlfferent^ why, in the name com- 


generons, and if acted upon, more injuri- 
ous to the commercial world ? In the 
name then of justice and generosity, in 
the name of all orders and professions 
interested in sustaining the monied and 
mercantile interest of llie country, I enter 
my protest against this extraordinary 
proposition. — In examining the justice 
and gencTgsity of such a proposition, let 
it be considered by whom, and for what 
purpose you were exhausted of your bul- 
lion in 1797. The public interest was 
placed in a state of tiie utmost peril, and for 
tlic pubih: safety and accommodation you 
lent your bullion. Without catering into 
any question as to the propriety oV the 
conduct you then adopted, without con- 
sidering your disposition or your duty to 
submit to th(^ utmost sacrifices in your 
power, when fighting for our liberties and 
our homes, 1 believe I may say, that if it 
were not for the sacrifices you made in 
1797, our army must have starved in 
Flanders. You besides made advances, 
to enatilc Government to subsidize our 
allies. It is not now necessary to inquire 
into the policy of these subsidies. It is 
undeniable, that the circumstances of the 
times and the sacrifices you»made for the 
public safety, produced the inconveni- 
ences yon then sutlere<f. Yet your wish 
was under all disadvantages, to continue 
the i}>sue of your specie. No less than 29 
times in 1796 and 1796, your Honourable 
Board of Directors remonstrated with Mr. 
Pitt against the project of restriction. 
Here I must observe in passing, that it 
would perhaps have been as well if voiir 
Honourable l^ard had convened the Pro- 
prietors, had consulted your constituents 
instead of repeating your remonstrances to 
Mr. Pitt, and had taken their opinion be- 
fore you had concluded with him. To 
the public, however, you advanced your 
mdhey, and had you not conceded »o the 
proposition of Mr. Pitt, the (.iuverninent 
could not have gone on ; and was it now 
for that public to say to you, you have 
exhausted your»elf q£ bullion to sustain us 
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in thi> d»y ofneed. and yet we will now Report is ruling down. They rccouA 
compel yon to buy bullion at any price, mend coinage to an institution, while a 
in order to give it in exchange for yojir prospect is held out of seizing upon its 

notes, or evesi for the notes which we surplus profits. 1 do not mean to deny 

have borrowed from But what that it is a soiecism that the Bank should 

would be the consequences of obliging not pay its promissory notes, but stilly 
you to comply with such a requisition? considering the cause and all the circum* 
The first idlcci of appointing the payment stances of the case, I would leave the time 
at a fixed period would be to encourage of payment to be settled by slow pro- 
speculators to hoard the coin, in order to gression and deliberate caution. I would 
make the Bank pay through the nose for confide in the discretion of that honour- 
it. But the moment you were ordered to able Board to whose character and con- 
pay, you must prepare by limiting your duct even the Report, which <wou1d de- 
issues, by confining your discounts, and prive them of discretion, bears the most 

what a convulsion would that occasion in complete testimony. The Committee 

the commercial world ? Those who re- states, that it is necessary for the reco- 


inember the circumstances which occur* 
red in 1797, arising out of your resolution 
to limit your discounts, must be aware of 
the efieci of such a measure *upon the 
mercantile body ; must be able to foresee 
the calamity the advice of the Comniittce 
would produce, were it possible that it 
ever could be acted upon by an intelli- 
gent House of Commons. Fiiom some 

parts of the Report of this Committee, 
one would really be inclined to suppose 
that it was drawn up by persons not at all 
in the habit of considering commercial 
operations, particularly with regard to ex<^ 
changes, and the appointment ol a fixed 
pch'iod for the payment of bullion. Why 
not leave this question as to the resump- 
tion of cash payments to the discretion of 
the Directors, as all the mercant'de wit- 
nesses so strongly recommended to the 
Committee; and why doubt the proper 
exercise of that discretion, which even the 
Committee itself applauded ? It is a fact 
easily capable of proof, that the compul- 
sive resumption of cash payments would 
be much more fatel to the interest of the 
Commercial World, than to that of the 
Bank Proprietors. In the event of such a 
compulsive measure, the Bank would na- 
turally, in its own defence, forbear to issue 
notes, to pay which they must buy bui- 
lion at an adfvanced price. Judge, then, 
of |he consp/iuences. From what hap- 
pened through the reduction of discounts 
in 1797, what must be apprehended from 
any such attempt in the present augment- 
ed state of our commerce? Even the 
Committee deprecate any recurrence to 
•uch a measure of limited discounts. On 
the contrary, they recommend coinage to 
the Bank without any consideration of the 
means by which that coinage is to be sus- 
tained. They recommend coinage to an 
iostitutioBj the character of ti^luch their 


very of our credit upon the Continent, a 3 
well as at home, to resume cash payments 
at the Bank, and that such resumption 
would serve to cure the evil of exchange; 
but does any thinking man, acquainted 
wdth the subject, imagine, that if cash pay- 
ments were resumed at the Bank, these 
payments could continue for any time.-— 
In fact, all the gold would vanish in a 
week after its issue. Then we should be 
under the necessity of soon restoring the 
restriction again, and I would ask you, as 
merchants, whether it would not be bet- 
ter to make no pledge than to make one 
you must break— whether it would not be 
better to decline making a promise which 
you caunot perform ? Such must be the 
consequence of the rate of bullion, and 
the state of commercial exchange, which 
1 contend is not ailected, as the Report al- 
leges, by the restriction of the Bank; 
but as the mercantile witnesses stated be- 
fore the Committee, by the nature of our 
commerce, by the balance of exports and 
imports. For what eiFeci could gold sent 
to the Continent have upon the rfte of 
exchange any more than any other ar- 
ticle of merchandize of equal value ? But 
as a proof that the rate of exchange has 
not been affected by the state of the Banic, 
it is only necessary to state this fact, that 
the exchange with Hamburgh is the same 
now that it was in the year 1797.— —But 
when the Committee determined so ear- 
nestly to recommend the resumption of 
cash payments, and a compulsive measure 
upon this institution, it would have 
but becoming in them to recommend, as h 
preliminary step, the repayment to the 
Bank of the 18 millions due from the 
public, and also the restoration of the 
^.210,000 derived from the Bank in con- 
sequence of the supposed advantages re- 
sulting from the non-payment of 
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Th}« was a line of proceediilg which at 
least common justice should have urged 
the Committee to propose. The Learn- 

ed Gentleman concluded a very impres- 
sive speech, in the course of which he was 
repeatedly cheered, and particularly on 
his deprecating the proposition of the 
Committee, to resume cash payment in 
two years, by exhorting the Directors to 
continue to pursue that same firm, up- 
right and undeviating course which it ap- 
peared by the evidence had distinguished 
their conduct, unawed by power, and un- 
moved by faction ; to continue the same 
liberal advances to the mercantile interest, 
and to continue the same cautious princi- 
ple by whiph it appeared they had been 
governed. Thus, by identifying them- 
selves with the best interests, with the 
truth and with the honour of the public, 
they would be sure of public support ; or 
at all events, be enabled, as they had 
done, to convince those who would in- 
quire into their affairs, that they well de- 
served that support. 

• Mr. Peabse, the Governor of the Bank 
of England, next rose, and commenced a 
short speech by assuring that Honourable 
Court that in the evidence which he gave 
before the Bullion Committee, he had 
been influenced by no sinister motives 
whatever, whether of a political or a pri- 
vate nature. In a question of such vast 
importance and general interest, he 
trusted that he knew liis duty too well, 
lw)th to that Court and the public, to be 
induced by any considerations to give a 
partial or fallacious statement of whatever 
was his knowledge, or of the impressions 
that knowledge had produced ii\ his own 
mind;- for the Directors, he would take it 
upon him to say, that they would, as they 
were bound, pay uniform and anxious at- 
tention to those measures which might re- 
sult from the Report of that Committee, 
and could not help expressing a 

hope, that the public in reading and in- 
vestigating that Report, would give more 
attention to, and lay greater stress upon, 
the evidence laid before that Committee, 
than, he was sorry to say, the Reporters 
^ themselves seem to have done {hear ! hear.) 
It was to be regretted, that a Report 
avowedly founded upon that evidence 
was not more conformable to it. • He 
therefore threw out this as a caution to 
the public, not to suffer themselves to be 
^implicitly guided by that Report, with- 
4«it duly weighing the nature of th| testi- 


mony laid before the Committee. From 
the able speech they had just heard, it 
would be unnecessary for him to detain 
them by any observations^ upon points 
which had been already so satisfactorily 
dwelt upon. He, however, concurred so 
entirely in the opinions of the la^t speaker, 
respecting the issue of the Bank Paper, 
that instead of agreeing with those who 
professed to think that that issue had been 
excessive, that he, on the contrary'', 
thought it just matter of surprise, that con- 
sidering all circumstances, it could have 
been so moderate as it had been. The 
increase of issue, itistead of being so ex- 
travagant, as some have represented, was 
not in proportion to the exigencies of the 
times. The issue of paper for this year, 
independent of the one pound notes and 
two pound iiotes, was very little more than 
fourteen millions, a sum to which it was 
well known, that their paper issue, with 
the same exception, amounted a short 
period before the year 1797 . In the 
course otthe year 179 . 5 , this paper is.sue 
amounted to fourteen millions, and it was 
at present very little more. There never 
could be an excessive issue of paper, as 
long the Directors took care that there 
should be an exact proportion observed 
between the necessities of the public 
and that issue ; that object the laudable 
caution of the Directors would uniformly 
support, by resorting to those means 
within. themselves, and refusing to dis- 
count what did not appear to be valid 
mercantile paper. Their disposition to 
accommodate the public would necessa- 
rily, for the sake both of the public and 
themselves, be regulated "by this very 
proper caution ; and indeed, as the man- 
ner in which their notes were issued, de- 
pended so much upon the extent of the 
applications made for discouhts, in order 
to make good their deficiency, it of course 
followed that this was of itself such a con- 
trol on the issue, as that it could never 
amount to an excess. With respect to 
the rate of exchange, he could not agree 
with those 'who thought that it depended 
on the price of bullion ; his opinion was, 
that the rate of exchange was rather af- 
fected by the state of commerce, and that 
as tlie circumstances of commence did 
happen to be more or less favourable^ so 
in ^ proportion was the rate of exchange 
more or less advantageous; and he re- 
peated it as his opinion, that the issue of 
their paper did not in proportion to its 
quantity operate in raising the price of 



479] POLITICAL REGISTER.— BonA Shop Meedr^. [49d 


bullion, or in materially affecting the state 
of the exchanges. He regretted that he 
was unable adequately to express his 
own sentiments, and those of the 
Gentlemen in the Direction, ' for the 
very handsome manner in which the Gen- 
tleman who spoke last, had done justice to 
the motives which had actuated their con- 
duct He had no doubt that the Direc- 
tors would, by adhering to the same line 
of conduct, to the same prudence and 
firmness, secure a continuance of that 
support which the public had hitherto 
given them. In answering all demands 
made upon them for discounts, they 
would never lose sight of the public in- 
terest by looking not merely to the soli- 
dity oi the paper, but endeavouring, as 
far as it might be possible, to be certain 
that the paper is to be issue<} *’for com- 
mercial purposes. He concluded by 
thanking the Court for their attention 
(Hear! Hear.) 

IVIb. Payn, of Bath and Wells, Banker, 
when the question was about to be put, 
rose to make one or two observations, 
lie applauded in his heart the greater 
portion of the sentiments so ably and elo- 
quently urged by the Gentleman who 
first spoke, but as u was admitted that the 
resent circulating medium of the country 
ad fallen into depreciation, if the cause 
<of that depreciation be not what the Re- 
port of the Bullion Committee alleges it 
to be, he thought it was desirable to as- 
certain to what other source this acknow- 
ledged effect was to be traced. ^ In the 
corn countries of England the paper mo- 

S ey of country bankers most abounded. 

te admitted that the issue of their notes 
by many country li^rikers had been very 
indiscreet. He was himself a country 
banker, and he had with many others in 
the same business endeavoured, as far as 
he could, to restrict the issue of the 
smaller notes. He thought that the issue 
of M notes under a certain amount should • 
be confined to the Bank of England 
•ol\$ly ; but he had known persons after 
fufiering losses in other trades, take up 


that of a court try banker, and proceed tor 
issue small notes, though at the time, he, 
Mr. Payn, could not with safety to him- 
self give them any accommodation.' It 
was known to be the practice of corn- 
factors and other dealers, to consider in 
their demand for their respective commo- 
dities, the nature of the medium in which 
they were to be paid ; and he has known 
the practice to have prevailed of making 
very considerable abatements in the arti-' 
cles oiiered for sale, in proportion to their 
opinion of the security of the medium in 
which they w^ere to be paid for those ar- 
ticles. The farmer sold his grain to the 
corn-factor, the corn-factor sehs again to 
the bread-baker, the baker may be paid in 
a very diiierent manner, he receiving his 
payment in the existing smaller currency 
of that part of the country. He wished 
he was able to follow this through all its 
consequences. He hoped, however, that 
others more capable would consider iL 
He professed himself an advocate for the 
honour of that body to which be belonged, 
the country bankers, and said that he 
knew many of them to be as anxious as 
he himself was, to confine the small cur- 
rency to Bank of England Notes, as the 
only cflectual way to check the abuses, 
which must otherwise endanger the sys- 
tem of country banks. It was, however, 
impossible that the circulation of the 
country should not at all be afleeted by a 
weighty foreign expenditure ; it must ne- 
cessarily have its consequences, the send- 
ing out our specie in large quantities to 
support large armies on the Continent. 
He had, however, great doubts that the 
putting guineas into circulation would be 
attended with the good consequences 
which it had been pretended would result 
from it. He did not think it would put a 
stop to the hoarding, and should ever the 
silver be issued to its full extent, he did 
not think it would remain long in circula- 
tion. 

The motion fixing the next Quarterly 
Payment of the Dividend was then put 
and carried, and soon after the Meeting 
was adjourned. 
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« That provisions and labour should become dear by the increase of /rad# UTid /a »«cy, is, in many 
** respects, an inconvenience ; but an inconvenience that is unavoidable, and the etIVci of tliat /utbUc 
** UMalth and prosperity which are the end of all our wishes. It is compensated by the advantoi'cs which 
we reap from the possession of those PRECIOUS METALS, mul the weight which they ^ive the nation 
** in allforeifcu wars and negociatums; but there appears no rea‘;oii for increasing that inconvenience by 
“ a counterfeit money, st\\\c\\ foreigners unit not aiccpt of in any paymtMit, and which any gi'eat disorder 
in the state will reduce to — Hume. 

481 ] [482 


PAPER AGAINST!' COLD: 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OP the 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
10 THE 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IV AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter VII L 

Further ohservations respecting the fal- 
lacious notion that paper money is the con^ 
sequence of an increase of Trade and of 
National Prosperity^^Sir John Sinclair's idea 
about Roads and Canals^Exemplification in 
the instances of France and the American 
States— Destruction qf the paper money in 
both those countries^ the dawn of National 
Prosperity — Our own history shows the in- 
fluence of a National Debt in producing bank- 
notes— Our Bank was the offspring of the 
Debt— The Bank was necessary in order to j 
pay the interest of the Debt— Boldness qf Mr. 
Jackson and Sir John Sinclair in asserting 
that paper money is necessary to Trade, (xnd is 
a mine qf National Prosperity — What would 
Hume have said if he had been told that Scot- 
land would produce a man to assert what Sir 
John Sinclair has asserted T — T/wf " lo 
HEBE !” and the “ lo there V*—The real 
cause qf the increase of the bank-notes -^Tkat 
increase shown to have kept pace with the in- 
crease qf the Debt — Conclusion of this part of 
our suJbjcct. 

Gentlemen, 

In the foregoing Letter we opened the 
way towards the history of the Stoppage 
of Gold and Silver, or, Real-money payments^ 
at the Bank of England, in the^ear 1797, 
by showing the divers ways, in which 
bank notes get out into circulation, or, in 
other words, the divers motives for mak* 


ing those notes ; and by clearlj'^ showing 
also, in reason in g upon genera! principles, 
that it i.s Debt and not Wealth, that gene- 
rotes promissory notes, of whatever sort 
they may be, or by whomsoever issued. 
So fond, however, have we been upon this 
siibjecV, and .sncli great pains, for so long 
a time, Hiave been taken to make us be- 
lieve, that the increase of the paper-cur- 
rent*\^ proceetFs from an increase of Trade, 
.or of something furcurahle to us, that I 
should not be perfectly satisfied with my- 
self, wfere 1 to hasten forward, without first 
submitting to you all tlie observations that 
have occurred to me upon this part of our 
subject. 

When those, who, from whatever mo- 
tive, have w’ritten in favour of the Paper 
System, have had to account for the vast 
increase in the quantity of the bank notes, 
they have always had recourse to our 

increasing trade** and ** xueahli** and 
** prosperity** and ** improvement ;** and they 
I hnve.^ like Sir John Sinclair, bid us look 
al the increase of turnpike-roads and canals 
\ and harbours and new enclosures. Now, 
this reference to roads,'' canals, harbours, 
and enclosures is singularly unhappy ; for, 
the Emperor Napoleon, in his annual 
speeches, to his i'orps Legislatif, or Par- 
liament, tells them of new roads and ca- 
nals, compared to which ours are not worth 
naming, while we know pretty well that 
he has, during this war even, made a har-. 
hour and an arsenal and a fleet too, where 
there was before no semblance of mari- 
time means, to get at which fleet, or, 
rather, ro attempt to get at it, has cost us 
all the lives and all the millions of taxes 
expended in the Walcheren Expedition ; 
and, while we see, that, as id agricultural 
improvements, France is able to let us have 
bread. Therefore, as this is the case in 
prance, and as these same writers assure 
us, that the people of France are in a state 
of extreme misery, raetbinks that new CAOals 
Q 
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and roads and harbours and agricultural wonderful, and, perhaps, unpaFalleled^in* 
improvements should not, by these wri- stance of prosperity and happiness pro-* 
ters, at any rate, be cited as proofs of reeding trom the united exertions ot ge- 
national prosperity. nius and industry ; and, being at the same 

• time, aware, that something approaching 

But, what have these exertions f.f ge- lowards^it must necessarily be going on in 
nius and industry ; these ellbrtsof the bo- other parts of the country, you have only 
dily or mental faculties of a people ; what to know, that there is no such thing as a 
have these to do with paper-tnomy ? There paper-moneif in any part of that country ; 
is no paper-moncy in France. Yet the for, then your conclusion must be, that a 
French make roads and canals and har- paper-money is not necessary to creatCr 
hours and agricultural improvements, or to aid the operations of, genius and in- 
Thefc is no paper-money, by which weal- dustry ; and, history, at once to inform 
ways mean, pii\)ernot convertible into gold or and console you, alfords you these further 
silver at the will of the holder ; there is no facts, that, both in France and America, 
paper of this kind in the Ameiucan-St axes; there has been a paper-money; that, in 
yet, it is pretty notorious, that there areim- both countries, that money has met with 
provements going on in those States, some its total destruction ; and tliat, since such 
of which are truly astonishing, and one dts: ruction, both countries have flourished 
instance in particular, I cannot help giv- much more than they did while that mo- 
ing you, just as I found it published in the ney was in existence. 

London news-papers of the 1 Ith of last 

month.* Having seen and admired this What have the partizans of the Paper- 

* It is now a little more than five years, fall and winter, f?() houses more were built, 
since a number of German families? styl- — In the year I800 an imi was built, two 
ing themselves “ the IIakmony Society,’' stories high, 42 feet by 32 feet, and some 
went to the United States, with the view other houses; 300 acres cleared for corn, 
of forming a distinct settlement. They 58 acres for meadow; an oil mill was 
soon planted themselves in the wilderness built, and a tannery, a blue dyer's shop, 
of Butler County, in the north-western and a frame barn 100 feet long, — In the 
corner of Pensylvanta. The following year 1807, 360 acres were cleared for 
account of the origin and progress of their grain and a meadow, a brick store house 
settlement is copied from the Mirror, a built, a sa\v-mill and beer-brewery erect- 
paper published in the neighbourhood of ed, and four acres of vines planted ; in 
this frugal, industrious and thri\ ing pjcjo- this year the society sold 500 bushels of 
pic.— The Association of Harmony had its grain and 3,000 gallons of whiskey, ma- 
origin in Germany upwards of 20 years nufactured by themselves of their own 
ago, and feeling themselves much op- produce.— In "the year 1 808, a considera- 
pressed, on account of their religion, they blc quantity of ground cleared, a meeting 
concluded to seek 'a country where they house built of brick, 70 feet long and 55 
could exercise their religion without hin- feet wide, another brick house built, some 
drance or oppre ssion. - They chose the other buildings and stables for cattle, pot- 
United States of America. — In the year ash, soap-boiler and candle-drawer shops 
1804, in December, about ^0 familiej ar- erected, a frame barn of 80 feet long 
rived in Zulinople, in the neighbourhood built. Of the produce of this year was 
ot which, Mr. GOi-irge Rapp, with some sold 2,000 bushels of grain, and 1400 
others, bought about 4.700 acres of land, bushels were distilled. — In the year 1809, 
and duiing that tali buill nine loyj houses, a fulling mill w'as built, which docs a 
—Ip the year 1805, in the spring, the so- great deal of business for the country, also 
ciety consisted of a:>out 50 families : they a hemp-mill, an oil-mill, a grist-mill, a 
laid out the town of Harmony on their brick warehouse 46 feet by 36, and ano- 
own land, and in that sfn’ing built twelve ther brick building of the same dimen- 
log houses 21 feel by IS, built a large sion^ one of which has a cellar complete- 
barn, cleared 25 acres round the town, ly arched under the whole, for the pur* 
and 151 acres for corn and 5o acres Ibr pose of a wine cellar. A considerable 
potatoes ; a grist mill was built this year, quantity of land cleared this year. The 
the race 3-Hths ol a mile long, and J5 produce of this year was 6,000 bushels of 
acres cleared for meadow^, the other Indian corn, 4,500 bushels of wheat, 
ground spwed with wheat and rye ; m blie 5,000 bushels of oats, 10,000 bushels of f 
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System (o offer in answer to this ? Will 
any one of them venture to look thesi- 
fects in the face ? 1 do not believe they 
\vilf. They will, I should suppose, rather 
choose to confine themselves to a dull re- 
assertion of their former assertions, inter- 
tpersed, may be, with a seasoning of abuse 
upon those, by whom their ignorance, or 
insmeeritv, is detected and exposed. But, 
without resorting to the instances furnish 
ed in foreign countries, have we not, in 
the history of our own finances, quite o 
sufficient proof, that paper-money, or, in- 
iieed, hank vu>tes of any sort, are not the re- 
presentatives of any thing but Debt? In 
every country, of which we have any 
knowledge, a government Debt has been 
accompanied with bank notes, or payments 
in paper, of some sort or other, no matter 
under what name. The Debt, in England, 
did, as we have seen (Letter 11. p. 292), 
begin in the year 1692; and there ap- 
peared, at first, no intention to pay either 


otatoes, 4-,OOOlhs. of hemp and flax, 100 
ushels of Darley brewed into l)e«T, and 50 
gallons of sweet oil, made from tlie whi e 
poppy. Of the produce of this year will 
be sold, 3,000 hushels of corn, 1,000 
bushrls of potatoes, 1 ,000 bushels of wheat; 
1,200 bushels of rye will be distilled. — In 
the year 1810 will be erected a barn 90 
feet long, a school house 50 feet by 44 
wide, a grist-mill with three pair of stones, 
one of which will be burrs, and some 
small brick houseiS for famiiics.-^The so- 
ciety now consists of 780 persons, com- 
prising 140 families; they have now 
1 ,6(H) acres of land cleared, 20.3 acres 
whereof are m meadow, and possess at 
present 6,000 acres of land.— There are 
different tradesmen members of this .so- 
ciety, who work for the country as well 
as the society, to wit : Twelve shoemakers, 
six taylois, twelve weavers, thrive wheel- 
wrights five coopers, six blacksmiths, two 
hail smiths, three rope-makers, three blue 
dyers, ten carpenters, four cabinet-makers, 
two Sadlers, two waggon-makers, twelve 
masons, two poiters, one soap-boih , a 
doctor and apotheciry, hut neither 
nor lawyer, and in a short time a hatter 
and a tin-plate worker is expected. — 
During the last year the shoe-makers 
alone wo-ked for the country to the 
amount of 112 dollars, and 8 cents, the 
coopers to the amount of 207 dollars, the 
Sadlers to the amount of 739 dollars, 54 
cems. the tannery 075 dollars, tlMi black- i 
smiths 1 80 dollars. 


the interest or the principal in iny thing 
but the usual gold and silver coin of the 
country. People lent their guineas and 
crown pieces, and there was not the 
smallest notion of thedr being repaid in 
any thing but guineas and crown pieces. 
But, it was soon found, that, to pay the in- 
terest of its Debt, the government needed 
something other than gold and silver ; 
which, indeed, any one might have fore- 
seen, because the Debt itself necessarily 
aro.se from the want of gold aiid silver with- 
in the reach of the government. It was, 
therefore, supreme fbiiy to suppose, that 
the government, who had borrowed peo- 
ple’s guineas from want, would long have 
guineas enough to carry on wars and to 
pay those people too. Accordinglyi in 
only two years after the Debt began, the 
Bank was established ; the Bank made notes ; 
these * 00108 , as tar as they went, supplied 
the place of real money ; and, very soon, 
by giving all possible couiiienance and 
support to the Bank, the governii.cnt got 
great part of the i.eerest of its Debt paid 
in Ifank notes. Thus were the bank notes, 
from the very ouiset, as, indeed, all pro- 
missory notes must be, the rejireseutatives qf 
Debt, and not of wealth, of prosjKnty, or of 
trade; and, if this was the case, at a time 
when these notes vvere convertible into gold 
and stiver, shall we now look upon them in 
a better light ? 

In spites however, of the voice of his- 
tory and of reason, and even in spite of 
common sense, there are (as in the in- 
stances of Mr. Randle Jackson and Sift 
John Sinclair) men to be found, so ig- 
norant or .so hardy as to hold up bank 
note.s, promissory notcs,iind promissory 
notes, too, not convertible into real- money ; 
there are men to*be found to hold up ihis 
paper-money, which, as we have clearly 
shewn, is always issued in consequence ^ 
Debt, in consequence of a want of real- 
mmtv, and which paper-money is, as 
Bukke (See the Motto to I..etter Vll. page 
449) Avell desi ribes it, " n<;t the measure 
" trade oi rs nation, but of the neces- 
“ sities of Us government there are men 
to be found, who, like Mb Jackson, insist 
that an increase of paper-m< iiey is called 
for by an increa-^e of trade; and. who, 
like the bolder Baronet, scruple not to 
assert, that '' the abundance of circiJation** 
[speaking of bank notes not convertible 
into gold and silver) ‘'is the great source 
" <f our opulence and strength, and a MINE 
“ ef national pror^ruyi** who have 
Q2 
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the boldp.ess to call promissory notes, contrary tendency. Hence all the absur- 
vrhiob aie issued onlv because the issuers dities, that we laid in the various speeches 
are not able lo pay "in money, a mmc of and pamphlets, uttered and written upon 
naiional prosperity ; and, who are hardy the Mibject, and in which the increase of 
enough to mvike l4as us»ertlon at the very the bank-notes, and now of the paper- 
moment when they them:»eives are de- money, have been, at different times, at- 
clariiig, that it would bt rmnoits to attempt tribuied to almost every cause but the real 
to f.u*ce the issuers of -uch notes to pay one. At one time it was the enterprjze in 
them in money wiien presented. commerce ; at another, the enterprize in 

roads and canals; at another, the "pres- 
HumFm as will be setm from that passage " sure of the war," which was, as a distant 
of his E'^say on Money, from which ] have cause, true; at another, it was a " tem- 
tiik( n rny. motto, observes, that there is an " purary alarm at another, it was^cu- 
2 //cr//i cn^ertLe in the increase of real money. Unions abroad ; at another it was the " w- 
ivliich, as was shown in the last Letter, is '‘ jlitx of wealth at another, it was Jaco^ 
naturally produced by an increase of trade; binisru; and now, there are three causes, 
and he c.ilU Liuilv-noles (though, observe, an merease of trade, the embarrassment tc 
convertible into gold and silver, as they trade occasioned by Napoleon’s commer- 
we/G in his time), counterfeit money, clalwarfareagainstus, and Me cjrporia^ton(y‘ 
What, then, would he have said of our go!df These last-mentioned causes, which 
present bank-notes; what would bo have any one may hear from, perhaps, the three 
^aid of bank-nules noi convertible iiico gold first persons whom ho meets in Thrcad- 
and silver ; and what would be have said, needle Street, do, to be sure, niostadmira- 
if ho h:id been told, that Scoliaiid would bly /iccord with f iicb other. But, it is the 
produce a man, uhu w'oiild tcli the people lot of falshood to contradict itself, 
of Greal IhiUiin, and in prait loo, that 

such bank ijoiea a.e a mine of Naiional In the meanwhile, however, very great 
i^rosperity ? is the mischief, wdiich ai i«es from tlu-< mis- 

guiding of the public mind. The people. 
Wo have now, I ibink, said quite enough while amused with Ibis “ Lo here ! and Lo 
to convince miy ni»n, wLose LicuUies ena- " there,'* see not that which they ought to 
bio him to distinguish falscbv)od fruni truth, see ; the y see not the real cause of the in^ 
thnt the notion of an increase of lJM,le do- crease of the paper-money, th»3 real cause 
manding an inerc isj »)f paper-u.oncy, is of the gold arid silver having ^one out cf cir- 
one of the most gross delusions, that either culation; and, of couise, they use no en- 
igiiurance or an intcmion to deceive ev:*r deavours, they express Jio wi.->h to sec 
attempted to practise upomnankiml. We adopted any measures, calculated to re- 
Jiavc, in short, clearly shown, that the^in- move that cause, and tu relieve their coun- 
crease of bank notes, r4nd of promissory try from this, the most formidable of all 
notes of every description, are produced the dangers with which it is threatened. 
by Debt, loe t|^ ouitpring and np/wre/zra- 

tives of lJ>K.bi , and rr.i/gnoney, and real That ihis leal cause is no other, than 

money only, is the representative oi' pro- the increase of the Debt, contracted by the go- 
perty, or wealth, or tilings of rcuL value, and, vemment, cannot, 1 think, be doubled by 
cf course, that an increase of trade, v/hich any one, who has gone patiently through 
is only anotlicr term lor an increase of the foregoing liettcrs, and who must have 
money* s-worth things, deinandb', and if there seen, that, as the Debt increased, the hank 
be no unnatural cause to prevent it, will, notes became qf greater amount in the whole, 
of itself, m/o circulation, an increase and of sums smaller and smaller, till, at 
of Tcul moqty, last, they came down to a sir^le pound. At 

first, andTor half a century, there w'ere no 
To acknowledge this truth would, how- bank notes for a sum less than twentjf pounds* 
ever, have licen so manifestly injurious lo When the Debt got to about 70 millions, 
the Paper Morioy System, that it is not sur- there were fifteen jmuid notes made; be- 
pi izing that tiic partisans of that system fore it reached 150 millions, there were 
(wd)ich is but anothci name tor those who ti;^ pound notes made ; belbre it reached 
have profited, and do still profit, from it) 300 mill iohs, there, were five pound notes 
should have taken uncommon pains to avoid made; and before it had reached 50Q 
theackiiQVvlGdgi)ient,andevento mnilpain, millions, there were two pound noSfs and 
with their utmost ability, any opinion of a one pound notes made. Since it reached 
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jOO millions, there have been, in some 
parts of the country, notes m-^do to repre- 
sent silver coins, and the Silver-Tokens, 
issued from the Bank of Enghmd, the 2 /e- 
trinsic value of which is less than the nofni- 
7ud, have been circulated over the country, 
while the gold coin, of every value, has 
almost wholly disappeared, is notoriously 
exported, and while English guineas, not 
one of which is seen by hardly any man 
in England, in the course of a month, 
make part of the common current coin on the 
continent of Europe, in the American States^ 
and more especially in France; aye, in 
that very country, which Pitt and his 
associates told us, over and over again, 
was in '' the very gulpli qf bankruptcy** and 
which we were, year after year, induced 
to believe would be totally ruined by the 
fall of that paper-money, the place of 
which has been, in a great part, supplied 
by our guineas ! 

Thus, then, we have seen, both from 
reason and experience, that it is Debt 
which produces bank-notes, and paper- 
promises of every sort ; and, having seen 
the manner in which these paper-promises 
get out amongst us, and how their increase 
has kept pace with the increase of our 
Debt, we shall, in the next Letter, proceed 
to trace this increase to that grand and 
memorable effect, the Stoppage <if Gold 
and Silver payments at the Bank of Eng- 
land, ill 1797. • 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your sincere friend, 

W**. Corbett. 

State FrUon, Newgate, Thursday, 

21th September, 1810. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Gloucestershire Election. In the 

present state of things, it may, by some 
persons, be thought a very absurd use of 
one’s time to make remarks as to what is 
passing, or has passed, during one of those 
disgraceful and disgusting scenes, which 
occur during the canvass fur an Eleciion. 
But, there are some circumstances, at- 
tending the contest in Gloucestershire, 
of which 1 think it right to take parti- 
cular notice, which notice may, hereafter, 
be found useful, though it have little or 
no practical effect for the present ; and; 
at any rate, let me take care to be clearly 
understood upon one point, namely* that, 
as to the ctendidates, as to which of them 
is chosen, I care no more, and I think 
my readers need care no mort, than they 
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need care about whether the misera* 
ble wretches in the Pillory, yesterday, 
were pelted with dead , cats or' wub dead 
dogs. It would seem, that Glouces- 

tershire has, for nearly, if not tjuiic, half 
a century, been sometimes representiid by 
members nominated by one groat family, 
and sometimes by nuMubers nominated by 
another great family ; and, that these fa- 
milies, in on>er to save trouble and ex- 
pence, or, as they call ir, “ to prevent the 
** PEACIi of ike country from being dis^ 
turbed,** have, for the last forty or fifty 
years, acted upon a principle of compro- 
mise; and, having divided the people 
into two opposite parties, the Orange and 
the Blue, one family taking one of these 
colours and the other family taking the 
other \:olour, they have divided the repre- 
sentation between them; so that, in fact, the 
people have had no choice at all. It had 
been so in E'^sex, for as long a time, 1 be- 
lieve, till Mr. Montagu Burgoyne, at the 
last Section, gave the people an opportu- 
nity of voting, and laid the foundation for 
better things in tutiiie. In that county 
the IVhigs, as they called themselves, and 
as they still call themselves, put up one 
member, and the Tories, as their opponents 
call them, put up the other ; so that, be- 
tween them, they took care, that there 
should be no electim at all ; and thus was 
the county of Essex, as Kalpm says of 
England, “ ciucified between two thieves** 
— - — Nay, even the people of Westminster, 
who have recently discovered so much 
discornment, as w^ell as of publjc-spirit and 
public virtue, and who have set an exam- 
ple worthy of being imitated by evtry 
body of electors in the Kingdom 3 even 
the electors of Westminster were, fur 
many years, the sport of the twojactions, 
in the like manner that the treifho.ders of 
lilssex were. Mr. Fox was nominated by 
the Whig Aristocracy* some one else was 
nominated by the Minister of the day , and 
an election for Westminster occasiori**d 
not half so much bustle and excited not 
half So much interest as the choosing of an 
Evening lecturer for any of the fasb ion- 

able chuicbes. Such has been tlie case 

in Gloucestershire, where the peop/e, in 
consequence of the comprowise, had no 
voice at all, in reality, and the whole of 
their right of eleciion was rendered nuga- 
tory by an amicable arrangvment be- 
tween two or three families, whom the 
law does not encourage to inltrlere in 
ejections at all.- — 'I he present vacan- 
cy arose from tlie death of the .Earl 
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sociatecl with tfuU qf Sir Francii Burdeit, 
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** have no objection, and expressed niy 
I' readiness to attend — but beyond this 1 
'' never went, as I was both surprised and 
'' hurt to fiivd, \hat in announcing this j 
Meeting to the public, ray name was I 
** associated with persons, the violence of 
whose politics 1 could not but disap- 
prove. In consequence of this, I dis- 
claimed any further interference, and 
declined attending the Meeting. This 
is the only instance in which I am 
'' av'ar^, that my tiatne Juis ever been joined \ 
with that of Sir Francis Burdett ; and I 
" l am quite sure, that 1 have never adopted I 
" his political creed. Had the misrepre- 
** sentations ot which 1 complain, been 
contined to a narrow circle, I might 
** possibly have thouglit, that silent con- 
** tempt would have been all that was due 
to them : but as 1 know that iIkj friends 
ol llie other Candidates have industri- 
'' ously propagated these reports through 
every corm r of the County, I think I 
" should not do justice to myself, were 1 
" to omit to give this public coiuradic* 
tion to their assertions. J have the 
'' honour to be, with groat respect, Gen- 
'' tlemen, your very laithful and devoted 
" humble Servant, Bluklley William 
" Guise. Ifi^Iinum Court, Aug, 20, 1810."" 

It is very clear, that this gentleman 

knew full vvv'll, that he was not to be 
elected, it elected at all, by the tree t;otce of* 
the people of Gloucestershire. It is, from his 
language, very clear, that he knew hcvwas 
speaking to a faction, and not to the people. 
To be elected was Ijis object; he knew 
that the mass qf the people had not the 
votes, and therefore he .iddrtssed himself 
to a faction, who ui.sh still to make tools, 
miserable, degraded ^tools, of the people. 

That this candidate has no knowledge 

whiiievtr of biB tuANcis Burdett cannot 
be true, unless, which is not altogether 
i[Dpo<:sible, he be as ignorant as a slock 
or a ^lone of what is paasing even in the 
metropolis of England. But, he means 
personal knowledge, perhaps, and there 
we may easily believe him ; for, 1 think, 
the odds are, that Sib Francis Burdett 
never heard of him, and did not know, 
that there was such a man in the world, 
^till he saw his name in the account of the 
Gloucestershire Meeting, which account 
it is about ten to one that he never read. 
As to the Meeting, however, that sir B. 
William Guise was invited to attend, 
his memory fails him a little ; for, in the 
advertisemeoL pf which he speaks, his- 
name had not the honour of being as- 


nor was he invited to any meeting, at 
which Sir Francis Burdett was present. So 
that, this was a mere device ; the story about 
the Meeting, as far as related to Sir Francis 
Burdett, was a mere invention for the pur- 
pose of disclaiming Sir Francis, after the 
manner of the Whig heroes of Tuesday, the 
10th of April, 1810, who, when they saw, 
that an aimy had succeeded in taking Sir 
Francis to the Tower, began, like Peter, 
** to curse and to swear they knew not the 
man,*" and, at the same time to ** rally 
** round his Majesty"s government,’" the 
members of which, only about six days 
before, they had actually called ** the 
Demon of England."" Yes, they rallied 
round those, whom they had declared to be 
the scourge and the curse of the countr}'. 
They hated the ministers; but they hated 
Sir Francis more; for, they regarded tlie 
former as only keeping the good things 
from them for a time, while they saw that 
the latter would annihilate that which 
was the main object of tluir pursuit, 

namely, the pension.s and sinecures. 

This Gloucestershire Candidate may not 
want, for himself, at least, any place or 
pension ; but, he wants to be elected, and 
tie, doubtless, sees, that he cannot be 
elected without the help of the faction, 
and the faction do want the places and the 

pensions, and they want nothing else. 

This Candidate has not thought proper to 
assign any reason for thus disclaiming all 
connection with Sir Francis Burdett; 
and, it is rather a novel proceeding for one 
gentleman to print and circulate a paper, 
declaring to the world that he has no 
knowledge of, or connection with, a certain 
other gentleman. Leaving good-breeding 
aside, however, as a thing not to be looked 
for in such a case, why should this Candi- 
date be so anxious to disclaim all ac- 
quaintance-ship or connection with Sir 
Francis, who may defy him and the 
whole of the Whig faction, or of both fac- 
tions, to point to any one thing, injurious 
to either the safety, the honour, or the 
happiness of England, and to say that he 
has had any hand in it. The people are 
daily told of the perilous state of their 
country : well, let those who have had 
the management of affairs, and those who 
have rallied round them ; let these take 
the blame to themselves, for Sir Francis 
Burdett has had nothing to do with 
the matter; but, on the contrary, has 
constantly foreboded that these evils would 
come upon the country, if the persona 
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in power persevered in their measures. 

** But,” we are then told, ** there is no 
Wttwe at ail.” Why, truly, that may be ; 
but, then, the misfortune is, that the two 
sets, both the Ins and the Rallie^s, have 
been guilty of a sad departure from the 
''truth ; for, as the public must well re- 
member, each of them, in their turn, have 
accused the other of the grossest of igno* 
ranee and mismanage/fient ; of almost every 
folly and every vice that can be named ; 
and^ can they, then, be angry with us, if 
we, with Sir Francis Burdett, should 

beiifve them both f The case of Sir 

Francis Burdett and the Parties stands 
thus. They are making war and doing 
divers other things and leaving divers 
things undone. Sir Francis is of opinion 
that these things are wrong, and that, 
if persevered in, great mischief will j 
arise to the country ; that the enemy will 
become dangerously powerful ; that our 
internal resources will fail ; that the bur- 
dens of taxation will be intolerably griev- 
ous : these are his opinions, and he states 
them to the Parties. The Parties cry out : 
** violent ! revolutionary ! dangerous /” and 
the venal prints cry; Jacobin!'* from 
the 1st of January to the 31st of Decem- 
ber. Neither the Parties nor the venal 
prints ever ansrver him, or attempt to an- 
swer him. They abuse him and spread 
abroad insinuations against him ; in which 
work they all unite. In this way the 
thing goes on for years ; ’till, at last, his 
fears and predictions, or some of them, at 
least, seem likely to be verified. And 
what do the Parties now do ? Why, abuse 
him more than ever ; and, at a moment 
when they are abusing each other without 
mercy, one of them appearing to fan I ter 
a little in executing a measure against 
him, the other party rallies round them ; 
and thus hostility to him produces be- 

tweeen them a cordial union. This our 

Gloucestershire Candidate has had wit 
enough to perceive ; and, knowing well, 
that his election did not depend upon the 
** free voice of the people at large, but upon 
the influence of the Parties, he lost no 
time in giving them a pledge of bis being 
as hostile to Sir Francis as the greatest 

sinecure holder of them all. As if 

there were not sufficient to disgust us, in 
what we have already seen, illative to 
this Candidate, he must refer us to the 
pturiotiatn of HIS FAMILY, as if to make 
us believe, that political honesty, public 
^iru, and kve qf liberty, ran in the blood of 
th* Guises. It is a go<^ maxiitf, never to 
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stir the ashes of ones forefathers ; but, this 
maxim Sir B. William Guise and his 
friends seem to have wholly disregarded. 
He himself talked of his Alucation; ot the 
political principles which he inherited from his 
ancesiors; and a Mr. Db Visme, by whom 
he was strongly recommended to the 
county, said; Sir William Guise, whose 
•• fortune was ample, whose independent 
principles were so well known, and whose 
undent family had so long been characterized 
** as the genuine and zealous friends, qf the 
Whig Interest, and the present happy Con^ 
** stitution, AS established at the glori- 
** ous Revolution. They might rest as- 
sured, that such a character as this would 
** never betray the trust reposed in him. 
In a contest like the present, themselves, 
their .families, and future generations, 
were deeply interested ; and, he had no 
** doubt, that success would finally crown 
their exertions in this truly laudable 

" and patriotic cause.” To heai men 

brag of thoiT families, when they have no- 
thing ^se to brag of, always disgusts one; 
and, besides the desire, that I should natu- 
rally have felt, to make an observation or 
two upon this boast about the ancientfamily 
of the Candidate, it ran in my head, 1 had 
a sort of dreamdike recollection, that 1 
had had printed, in my Parliamentary 
History, something strongly illustrative 
of the patriotism of the Guises of Gloces- 
tershike; and, upon referring to that 
work, under the date of a few years after 
the Glorious Revolution,** as Mr. De 
VisM% calls it, 1 found the following pas- 
sage from Ralph, that historian so re- 
nowned for his fidelity. “ Sir John 

Guise” (Member for filoucesterdiire at 
the Revolution, in ^>88) “ who was one. 

of the" first of tht^ English gentry that 
*• had joined the Prince of Dniiige, h^tl, 
as a consideration, bulged of In', high- 
ness, THE WKLDING OF THE FO- 
REST OF DEaN, or in ot!»er words, 
“ the fall of all the hazel, and other trets, not 
** coming under the denonnnutiou of nmher; 
" but his majesty afierwalds in- 

“ formed, that what he had given for 
" £ 7,01)0 was worth upwards o< £ 20,000, 
" reduced his giant to fits inienuoii.”— 
In the course of a d* batt: the House 

of Commons, on ihe O h of December 
10*93, relative to rerf;oi! siim'J <*f money, 
issuer! for ikeret Servicd, and paid to J/em- 
bers of Parliament. mrJoon H said, 
1 am charged wiiii 400/. for Secret Ser- 
“ vice. 1 thank the gentlemen of the 
« Committee for putting me down. This 
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is not very mneh for the service 1 have 
" done. As for the Forest of Dean, 

it is^but part ot what the King promised 

'' me, See Parliamentary History, 

Vol. V. page 809. There is more very 

curious matter about this Sir John Guisi:, 
from whom, if he was the ancestor of the 
present Candidate, some very patriotic 
blood would n-^turally flow. Well might 
such a man call the Revolution ** ^'lorious” 
Such weedings as he had would make any 
such man think the event glorious which 

put the wectling into his hands. Mr. 

De VisME talked, too, of the ample fortune 
of this Candidate, and, I dare say, he has 
an ample fortune ; but, if he derives that 
fortune from Sir John Guise, it is pretty 
clear, that he owes some part of it, at least, 
to X\\e people of England, to whom tho Forest 
of Dean belonged, ^en tlunisanU pounds \ 
in 1090 was equal to thirty thousand at this 
day ; and, we have, in such a case, a right 
to reckon the interest from that time to 
thi'^; Decause, if that money had remained 
in tiu* h tnds of the nation, it woulcf have 
yield iriKresr. and ev^n compound interest. 

Indeed ( md it is right that the people 

should be reminded thereof) it was the 
making of grants to persons, who favoured 
the Revolution, which was one of the 
great causes of the National Debt, which, 
as the reader will bear in mind, was be- 
gun in U)92, the very year before the 
above mentioned debate about secret ser- 
vice money took place in the Housf of 
CoriHuons. The Wnics, who had brought 
over the Prince of Orange, thought that 
they never could he suflicicnlly paid lor 
their patriotism ; as taxing was not so 
easy a matter \\\ those days, they invented 
Loans and ?stocks, b}'v which means they 
burthened that generation with the in- 
terest, leaving fuiure generations lo dis- 
charge the priiuipal. To the Whigs we 
owe the National Debt; Pitt told us that 
this Debt was the ben ally of France ; and 
wheiher i* is likely to produce any eftects 
to merit the application of the word « gU»- 
''rious,"^ I will leave those to judge, who 
are not quite blind to what is now passing, 
and will quit the subject with this one re- 
mark, that one single farthing was never 
added to ihai Debt by a vote of Sir Francis 
Buadett. 

Wii. COBBETT. 

Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

September iiSth^ 1810. 

P. S. The Petition for a Repeal of the 
Union will be found in another part of this 
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Number. — I have no room for any re- 
marks upon it, or upon the papers relative 
to the war in Portugal, which seems, in the. 
mean-while, to be drawing on towards a 
very natural termination. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Ireland. — Petition to the Parliament, for a 
Repeal of the Union, approved of at a 
Meeting, held at the Royal Exchange, 
Dublin, ISrA Sept. 1810.— A/ored ^ 
Mr. Hutton, and seconded by Mr, 
O'Connell. 

That your Petitioners feeling, as they 
have ever felt, the warmest attachment to 
British connection, and (from a convic- 
tion of their excellence) to the principles 
of the British (constitution, in support of 
which they have shed their blood and 
exhausted their treasure, and anxious only 
that those sacrifices shall not have been 
made in vain, most humbly present them- 
' .selves before this Honourable House, 
beseeching it, as the constitutional guar- 
dian of the British ^Empire, to take into 
its most serious consideration the conse- 
quences resulting from that i.egis!ative 
Union which, in the year 1800, was en- 
acted between Great Britain and Ireland. 
And your Petitioners tlie more earnestly 
beseech this Honourable House now to 
, enter on this in> estigation, because it 
was an increase of tife great, .solid, and 
I extensive heiicfits, which ** wercf pro- 
I mised to this country, and an immense 
addition and consolidation of interest, 
and afleciion'" to the Empire at large— 
a measure which was to counteract the 
restless inrichinations of an inveterate 
enemy, to calm all dissentions, to allay 
all animosities, and dissipate all jealou- 
sies, which was to communicate to the 
Siatcr Kingdom the state of the Capital 
and industry of England," and give to 
her ** a full participation of the Commerce 
and Constitution of Great Britain."— 
Your Petitioners consequently entreat tlie 
Honourable House, to enquire wheiher 
that measure, which has now been put to 
the decisive test of experience, has in any 
degree fulfilled, or whether it is calculated 
to fulfil the sanguine expectations of its 
•advocates ; and whether its repeal has not 
been indispensibly necessary for the ac- 
complishment of those very ends for which 
its enactment was made a pretext. — ^That 
your Petitioners humbly conceive a revisal 
and repeal tf the Legislative Union between 
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Great Britain and Ireland irresistibly called 
for by the following amongst other consi- 
derations : — Because, from the earliest 
establishment of English dominion in this 
country, to the year 1782, a resident Par- 
liament was by the British Kings deemed 
necessary, an«l alone competent to under- 
stand its wants, to encourage its res-mrees, 
and promote its interest. — Because the 
Government of England while it could 
control the proceedings of the Irish Legis- 
lature, never proposed or reconimeiidt d to 
the consideration of either a Legislative 
Union between the two countries; but 
that when compelled to renounce that 
control, and, finally, to declare the Par- 
liament of Ireland independent, the Mi- 
nister of England never ceased to plot its 
extinction ; and, const quently that the real 
motive for a union was not the mutual be- 
nefits of the countries, but the trouble 
and tlifFiculty of managing an independent 
Parliament, amJ the desire of procuring 
an increa^^e of influence in that of Great 
Britain. Because the momeut seized on 
by the British Minister for the accom- 
plishment of his view's was that least 
iQtted for a calm discussion and fair inves- 
tigation of the merits of any serious and 
impartial politi al question ; and because, 
even umlor such unfavourable circum- 
stances, the means employed to efiect it 
were most OfU’upt and iniquitous. — Be- 
cause the Pariiao ent of Ireland being 
delegated to rnak»' lawf?, not Legislators,*' 
could not transfer their legislative autho- 
rity without the exjiross sanction and ap- 
probation (»f their conptituent.s ; and tba* 
a decideil majority o\ the constitutional 
body was hostile to the measure, is evi- 
dent fr mi »heir pt'tiiions against it, and 
from the fac that the Minister, even 
after his defeat, feared to appeal to 
the sense of the People, by a dis.solu- 
tion of the then refractory Parliament, — 
And your Petitioners submit, that so 
decided wras th** opinion of the Iri'sh peo- 
ple respecting the incompetency of the 
Irish Par'iainent to enact the measure of 
Union, and so strong their abhorrence of 
that measure, and their conviction that 
they could not, in the language of the 
immortal and constitutional Locke, be 
bound by any laws but ^iich as arc enact- 
ed by th€)se whom they have choseji and 
auihori.sed to make them — " that an appeal 
to Heaven must in all probability have 
been* the inevitable. conseqiiencJe, but for 
the preconcerted honors of the preceding 
rebeJlioir.**«-.Because the rapid iAprove- 


ment of Ireland, under an independent 
Parliament, together with the annexed 
statement, mustr demonstrate that the in« 
terests of the country were» much better 
understood, and its resources belter ma- 
naged by an Irish than an Imperial Par. 
liarnent.— During the seven years wav 
from 1793 to 1800, the National Debt, 
under an Irish Parliament, increased but 
Twenty Millions.— During seven years 
war from i803 to 1810, the National 
Debt, under an Imperial Parliament has 
increased Forty Millions. — During the 
year ! 798, a year of foreign invasion and 
domestic rebellion, the expenditure of 
Ireland, under an Irish Parliament, was 
but Four Millions. — During the year 
1809, a year in which the army were so 
employed as to leave Ireland under no 
apprehension of cither invasion or rebel- 
lion, her expenditure by an imperial Par- 
liament was Ten Millions Five Hundred 
Thousand Pounds.— The debt of Ireland, 
hi 1 793, was to the (iei>t of Great Britain 
as one to*one hundred, and is now as one 
.to seven, and since the Union has increas- 
ed in proportion to the debt of Great 
Britain as one . to two ; whereas had ihe 
relative resources of the two countries been 
justly estimated at the cnaciinciit of that 
measure, the proportion should have been 
as two to seventeen. — And your Petition- 
ers cannot but conceive this statement the 
more irresistibly conclusive in favour of a 
repeal- of the Union, inasmuch as the 
warmest advocates of that measure ever 
maintained the avowed and notorious cor- 
ruption of the Iri'di Parliament as the 
strongest argument against its enactment. 
Your Petitioners therefor# submit to the 
good srnse of this honourable House, 
whether a still mote economical manage- 
ment of Irish resources, and a still more 
enlarged understanding of Iri>h interests, 
are not to be expected fiom a reformed 
Legislature, such as must exist in Ireland 
on H repeal of the Union, all ihe Irish 
objectionable boroughs being now extinct 
by purchase.— Because ihe ImperiabPar- 
liament is composed of Me tubers, iive- 
.sixths of whom have never visited Ireland 
or acquired any personal knowledge of 
the i^enius and character of its injjfubitaiUs 
■—of their wants and grievances ; because 
one-sixth of even the Irish Uepresentatives 
are neither natives of that couiifiy, nor 
have ever set fool on Irish ground ; and 
because, by consequence, the aflairs of 
Irelland are neglected and mismanaged, oe 
her interests disregarded.^-^HicaMse 
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promises oiTiciaUy Announced to this coun- 
try by the British Minister, as (he grounds 
upon which be ventured to propose the 
Union, and ^'hlcli, though not inserted 
among its articles, were considered by 
the Irish people as equally binding, were 
forgotten by him, disowned by his suc- 
cessors, and disregarded by the Imperial 
Parliament. — Because the dangers and 
distresses of Ireland have ever taken their 
chief rise from the following, among other 
evils.; from the inattention of its landlords 
to the welfiire and comforts of their te- 
nantry : from the foreign expenditure of 
the country, caused by its absentees, and 
its foreign national debt ; from its conse- 
quent want of capital, trade, and tranquil- 
lity-i-because all these sources of poverty 
and discontent have been and ever must be 
increased and multiplied by a Legislative 
Union between the two countries — and 
because upon a removal or an alleviation 
of these evils, and upon a fulfilment of the 
promises made to the nation, depend the 
safety of Ireland — its future atfachmerit 
to the Crown of Great Britain, and the 
ultimate security of the empire. — ^That 
your Petitioners, in conclusion, beg to 
state to this Honourable House, that hav- 
ing from 1782 to 1800 experienced the 
benciiclal efiects resulting from a resident 
and independent Parliament, and having 
now for ten years felt the operative influ- 
ence of British l^egislation, are impelled, 
from the recollection of the past, and sad 
experience of the present, to express their 
conviction to this Honourable House, that 
the very serious distresses of the Irish peo- 
ple, and the dangers to which the country is 
consequently exposed, are principally to 
be attributed to tljie want of a resident 
I-«gislature, as yoiSr Petitioners, in ex- 
pressing this conviction, are confident, 
tiiat if admitted to the bar of the House 
of Commons, they shall be able to prove, 
to its full satisfaction, that such is the 
rc .1 source of the national distress, and 
that to the repeal of the Legislative Union 
can the people of this country look as the 
only efficient means of obtaining it pre- 
gent relief, of procuring it future pros- 
perity, and securing its permanent connec- 
tion witl| Great Britain. 


PoBTucAL .— of Ahneida,^ 
(Concluded from p. 448 .^ 

Ill: The inhabitants shall enjoy their 
property, and shall not be disturbed for 
their opiniooiu 
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IV. The military stores and artillery 
shall remain at the disposal of the French 
army, and shall be . given up to the Com- 
mandant of artillery. 

V. The magazines, chests, &c. shall be 
given up to French Commissaries ap- 
pointed for that cUcct. 

VI. The plans and memoiiaU of the 
fortress shall be given up to the Command- 
ant of Engineers of the French army. 

VH. The sick of the Fmglisli ami Por- 
tuguese army shall be taken care ut and 
maintained at the exper.ee of the I'rench 
army, and on their recovery shall follow 
the destination of the garrison. (Signed) 
Massena, Prince of Essling, <^c. 
Vv M Cos, Governor of Almeidi- 
Camp before Almeida, Au^. 27. 

List of Stores found in the roi trcss of Al- 
meida 20 bushels of flour, 300,000 ra- 
tions of biscuits, 000 ianegas of corn, 700 
of rye, 2,000 of Turkey corn, 500 quintals 
of rice, 400 arrobas of salt provisions, 12 
quintals of salt provisions in barrels, 31' 
tons of wine, at 7(X) bottles each, 2 pipes 
of brandy, about 700 bottles, 20 pipes of 
vinegar, 50 fanegas of beans, 2,000 fane- 
gas of barley, 300 fanegas of bran, 3,000 
quintals of straw, 5,000 quintals of wood, 
and about 1,000 coverlids. 


PoRTiiCAL.— S/ege qf Almeida, — Prince of 
Es sling's Report of it, dated Fort Con- 
ception, Au^. 30 , 1810 , r/Zso his Lctier to 
the Prince of Neufchatel and Wagram, 
The fortress of Almeida is very strong, 
and in part founded on a rock ; it has a 
very good wall with bastions and case- 
mates ; built of granite, covered by half- 
moons, with very large trenches, and a 
counterscarp ; preceded, in short, by a 
very good covered way. In general the 
fortifications are well adapted to the site of 
the place, and it commands the environs. 
It had in the centre an ancient and large 
square castle, flanked by towers of very 
strong masonry, and bomb proof. The 
enemy kept his powder there, with part 
of his magazines.—- After the fortress had 
been minutely reconnoitred, the point of 
attack was fixed on to be the bastion of 
San Pedro, which was flanked by rather- 
small half-moons, and which was most in- 
sulated from the general defence. Be- 
sides, it was not half lined with artillery, 
and the ground was the most favourable 
for our approaches, and also for the 
erection of batteries.^On the 15th, in the 
I evenini;*, the trenches were opened. From 
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this first night, the greater part'of our com- 
munications was established, and also the 
whole line ol‘ the first parallel. By day, 
we were covered almost through the whole 
hue, or at least masked by gabions ; but 
in many places we found rock, which it 
became necessary to blow up by mines, 
and thus to dig the trenches in the very 
granite. From the fourth night the artil- 
lery was able to commence its labours, in 
advance of the first parallel, and at once 
establish its eleven batteries, where it 
found the same dilliculties. Every w here 
these obstacles were overcome by great 
etlbrts, by a continual devoti<m, and by 
an activity without example. At the 
same time we were employed lu the rear 
in digging new communications, which, 
combined with the natural covered w^ays, 
stretched beyond 500 toises of the pa- 
rallel : This work was nearly completed ; 
nevertheless ihe artilU ry were obliged to 
conduct across the fields the piexc •; of 
cannon, with their anuiiunition. All these 
operations were* executed within a very 
.shot t distance of the place, without much 
loss on our side, the an<rle within reach of 
a large line of fortification. — On the 2oth, 
in the morning, our lire commenced from 
eleven hatreries. They had for the most 
part the object of enfilading and battering 
the rampart-5, while three of them w’ere to 
batter in breach and destroy the bastion 
of San Pedro w ith its collateral half-moon, 
loan extent offiom 1. 50 t<j ibO toi es. 
Our fire by its converging directifui, ac- 
quired some superiority over that <‘f the 
ciieiiiy, who, however, oppot^td to us % 
considerable number of pieces. During 
the day, our batteries cn rkcH'het had al- 
ready dismounted a number of cannon, 
and injured the traverses and the para- 
pets, while our diiect fire destroyed the 
embrasures, and our bombs injured the 
interior of the works. Some powder de- 
pots exph)ded in Almeida, and several 
houses were burnt. Towards the even- 
ing the fortr»».ss ceased its fire, our 
bombs were then more particularly di- 
rected against the town. About eight in 
the evening one of our bombs fell into the 
castle upon a caisson which they were 
, filling before the gates oT the general rna- 
gazine, set it on fire, and the fire was com- 
. municated to 150,000 lb. weight of gun- 
j powder. It was the eruption of a volcano. 

It was believed that the whole place had 
I exploded ; it was followed by a violent 
1 fire, which extended itself and lasted 
during the night. A great quantity of 


rubbish fell upon our trenches, which 
already reached to the foot i)!' the glacis, 
and terminated the second parallel. —! 
At break of day, on the ^^h, I repaired 
to the trenches, and the ravage caused by 
the explosion might then be judged of. 
The castle, the cathedral, and all iho 
neighbouring habitations had disappeared. 
I immediately ordered the firing to cease, 
and summoned the English Governor, Mr. 
William Cox, sending to him the annexed 
capitulation by my first Aide-de-camp. 
Duiiiig the parlies, which lasted a ^ensi- 
derahle time, the Marquis of Alorna ap- 
proached the ramparts. As soon as the 
soldiers recognized that former com- 
maiuliT in duel’ of the Portuguese troops^ 
and one of the most estimable men ia 
their couniry, they testified the enthusi- 
asm v\hicti his presence inspired by the 
loudest acefamations. The (rovernor, iiot- 
w’lthstanding, prolonged the negociation 
with a view to gain lime ; and in tlie end 
refused to sign the capitulation, the terms 
of w hicli J refused to alter. I then order- 
ed the fire to be resumed with more vigour 
than ever; and a lew hours alter, in tiic 
middle of the niglit, a copy of the capitu- 
lation whu h had been letl with the Eng- 
lish General was bi ought to me, with his 
signature. — The garrison, consisting of 
5,0(X) Portuguese troops, went out with 
the honours of war, ami after depositing 
their arms on the glacis rc maiiird prison- 
ers of war, as well as the English (rpiieral 
whom i.ord Wellington had sent to them, 
along with 'only two other dheers of hi.n 
nation. *^Ve have tbuiid in the place a 
great quantity of provi'-dons, 6 stand ol 
colours, and 1 15 pieces of cannon, among 
which is a .small tram of inountaiu aitil- 
lery, w hich woll he ^^b^y U'scful to us m’ 
our expedition. — ^The CfJips of enginrtirs 
and the artillf r\ have made a happy ap- 
plication of t'!'' m'l'^t scientific principles; 
of war and siege, and of all the mean ^ of 
attack, to supply our want of necessary 
articles, and to conccnfrale our efiorts 
upon one single point which must neces- 
sarily 1)6 destroyed. Generals LazoWski 
and Eble, Commanders of the Engineers 
and the Artillery, distinguished them- 
selves by theii great talents ; they were 
well seconded by their officers and Soldiers. 

I have no less occasion to praise the cou- 
rage, the perseverance, and indefatigable 
activity of the troops of the line. Gt iie- 
rals, cflicers, and .soldiers, all have de- 
served the greatest coniroeiidalion, all 
have displayed (heaaiue devotion of which 
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they had given proofs in the siege of Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo. 

To his Highness the Prince qf Neufchaiel and 
iVagram, Major- generaL 

My Lord,— By the terms of capitula- 
tion for the surrenderor Almeida, the Por* 
tugucse Militia were to return to their 
homes. However, I caused it to be made 
known to them, that wi would retain those 
who choac to enter the service of his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor and King. Twelve 
hundred men oflered themselves of their 
own accord, and 1 have formed them into 
a corps id’ pioneers, of which one half will 
be employed in filling up the trenches, 
and dismantling the town, and the other 
half in repairing the road from Almeida 
to Pinhel. — With regard to the 24lh Poi- 
tuguese regiment of the line, I Ifavc adopt- 
ed a measure, which appears to me calcu- 
lated to promote thi^ good of his Majesty's 
service. 1 have kept it here* instead of 
sending it to France, and 1 mean to assign 
it officers from those of their lyition who 
arc attacheil to the army of Portugal. I 
shall thus turn to good account the good 
dispositions recognized in this regiment, 
its hatred of the English, and the zeal of 
the Portuguese ofticers who have been 
sent to me. 1 have placed, at the disposal 
of the Commandant of Artillery, 112 Pm'- 
tuguesc cannoriceis who have offered their 
services; and I have also retained 00 
horsemen who have testified the same 
wish. I shall always, however, take care 
to keep an eye on these troops, and not to 
place them in posts which are ^t all im- 
portant. Jt will be very agreeable for me 
to learn, from your highness, that these 
ditferent arrangements meet his Majesty's 
approbation —1 it^ve the honour to be, 
&c.— Massena. Fort of Conception, ^ug. 
30, 1810. 


BULLION REPORT. 

Extracud from a French Paper published in 
' The Times qfQist S^t. 1810. 

A general vise of all prices, a rise in 
the market price of gold and a fall of 
f* the. foreign Exchanges, will be the ef- 
feet di an excessive quantity of circulat- 
mg medium in a country which has 
** adopted a currency not exportable to 
'' other countries, or not convertible at will 
'' into a coin which is exfmrtable.^^ — Re- 
port cf Buihtm Committee, page s. 

Aole.*4t wiii excite laughter on the 


continent to perceive that the Bank of 
London could indulge an erroneous opi- 
nion on a question of such an elementary 
nature. 

England has a paper-money; for a 
Bank-note, whi«:h cannot be exchanged at 
jdeasme, and ail times, for gold, is in 
reality paper-money. It is sufficient to 
cast one's eyes over the different Slates of 
Europe, to be able to judge of the cftecis 
of paper- money. The cflect of it is, to 
cause gold to be sought after, and wholly 
to disappear. — Money is only the repre- 
sentative Biffii of a certain portion of in- 
'‘coinc ; no state requires more than a cer- 
tain quantity ; and when that quantity is 
t Vf-eeded, the. sign is depreciated in pro- 
portion to its issue. — In France, we had 
assignats, 'fhese were for some time at 
par, because they were receivable in pay- 
ment for the purchase of national domains, 
the sales of which were carried on with 
groat activity. During the time that the 
a.>.signats supported their value they did 
not obtain this ctedit, beciuse the pledge 
was solid, and equal to the quantity of as- 
signats issued; but because the sale of na- 
tional domains was organised, and a great 
deal of them were sold, which gave pro- 
portionate employment to the assignats; 
but when the issues were augmented, the 
depreciation became progressive. Their 
depreciation did not arise from this, that 
the pledge was no l<»ngcr equal in value 
to the quantity of assignats issued; hut 
simply to the rapidity of the sales, which 
bore no longer a proportion to the quan- 
i^ity issued. The assignat was then depre- 
ciated in proportion to the augmentation 
of the numerical quantity, in sucli a way, 
that when several thousand millions were 
issued, they no longer had a greater value 
than as m.my hundreds of millions which 
represented the income of France for one 
year. — In Austria, it has been observed, 
that the. value of iheir paper money was 
exactly in proportion to the quantity is- 
sued; so that when they had exceeded 
300 millions of florins, which W'ere the 
amount necessary for the circulation of 
Austria, what was isaued beyond that sum 
suffered a proportionate loss. Thus, when 
they had 600 millions of paper in circu- 
lation, the paper was at a discount of 50 
per cent. When there were 900 millions, 
it was at a discount of 100 per cent., and 
suc'^essively in the same progression. 
The value of the objects whicti it repre- 
sented remained still the .same. — The same 
observation may be made as to Russia^ 
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]£ngtand is at the commencement of the 
depreciation of her paper currency. The 
observation applies also to her. Iirpro- 
portion as her paper money is augmented, 
its value decreases ; it now loses and'iO 
per cent, of its value ; and if the Bank con- 
tinue to issue paper money, that is, if it 
cuiuinuc its discounts, it is eviiloiit that 
the paper must soon be at a loss of KK) 

cent. 

Accor ling to the best judgment your 
Conmiitlee has been enabled to form, no 
** sulVn ient remedy for the present, or se- 
** curity for the future, can lie pointed 
out, cxcepi tlie repeal of the law', which 
" suspends the lash payment', of the Bank 
of England.** — Uepojt of Bullion Copt- 
mitUe^ p, $\. 

Note. Tlic Cominittoe reasims justly. 
All men who have reflected on the subject 
think, with it, that a Bank-note ought 
nc*V4*r to be paper-money, that is, paper 
which yon are obliged to tak'* ; that it i 
oi.glit not to remain a Bank-note, but 
wdien it can be exchanged at pleasure for 
money ; that the act of parliaiiieiit which 
made il unnecessary for the Bank to pay | 
in specie, created a paper-money; and j 
that the remedy is to render it convertible * 
for cash. --But has this Committee wcdl re- 
flected on what wi 1 happen when Bank- 
notes are exchanged, at sight, for money ^ 
The notes wdiich arc depreciating will 
come to be exchanged. They have not 
calculated, that the ngiss of notes being 
diminished by a third, w'hich will go to 
be exchanged for money, suppo^iiiig the 
treasure ol' the Bank sutlicient to pay this 
third, the Bank itself wdl he paralized, 
and unable to discount for a long time. 
But what will be the fate of the commerce 
of England, if it ceases to enjoy the assist- 
ance of Bank discounts? The Bank, even 
at present, discounts nmn: than it wishes, 
because it is pressed by the wants of com- 
merce; because couimesee h:is an im- 
mense quantity of goods, for wdiich it has 
no market. Tue encumbered state of the 
English warehouses obli^/es the merchant 
to apply to the Bank for iliscounts. If the 
Bank continues to give discounts on Bills 
of Exchange for this property, instead of 
diminishing its paper in circulation, it 
must augment it. If it d<^s not augment 
It* one halt of the merv hunts must stop pay- 
ment, and will only be able to pay \beir 
creditors with hogshead^ of sugar, with 
coffee. India goods the embar- 

rassed state of her commerce with the 
Contifient, England having no otheti relief 
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but the Bank discounts, the very day when 
the Bank shall be obliged to pay in specie, 
the pressure of the Berlin and Milan De- 
crees will be felt in all its fbree. 


EXTUATT 

Fotn a fj ench piipft'i cntiiled The Journal 
ui: l’Empirk; ti\uislated fat, and, in Lon- 
uoti^frst published in, the Times of the *25th 
Septembi r. To which is subjoined the Com- 
uiuiiat g, or Answer of the Courier Netosr 
paper of the 25th of Sept. 

Analysis or the Financial Situation 
or England and France. 

Englani> — E ngland cannot have more 
than 3<)Q millions of revenue : she has, 
however, A 500 millions ; but 300 millions 
represent her achial wealth, and 1,200 
millions the revenue of her monopoly ; 
whence it results, that when England is 
ever m> little cramped in her commerce, 
the exciiange becomes unfavourable to 
her ; she can no longer support herself, 
and she requires a paper money. Paper 
money is a natural and indispensible con- 
1 sequence of the situation of a nation, 
which, like England, has created a factitious 
revenue. England pays 000 millions of 
interest for debt ; that is twice her real 
and reasonable revenue. 

Fi{anc:k — F rance has 800 millions of re- 
venue in time of peace. This is only two 
thirds of what she can raise in time of 
war. Bv adding 30 cciitinies to her rates 
of imports, her r« venue is raised to 1200 
millions. This revenue is wholly dc- 
rivpfl from her own territory. She has 
50 millions of debt, tjiat is to say, one- 
sixti ciiih of her ordlrtary income. It is 
OBVIOUS from this, that France has not, 
and ought not to have a paper money. 
France may be considered as a rich 
farmer, who finds every thing on his 
farm. She has no need of commerce, but 
as an agent for selling her productions. 
Germany, Italy, arc open to her specu- 
lations ; and even England is happy to 
receive, when she chooses to semi, the 
surplus of her produce. The Bank dis- 
counts twice as much ns the Cais^ d* «- 
discounted in 1780. It has 120 mil- 
lions ot' notes in circulation. These are 
true bank notes, convertible into specie at 
pleasure*, and not forced. The coinage of 
France is the best in lluiope. ^ Money is 
there abundant, and the rate ot interest is 
from 4 to 5 per cent. Her manufactures 
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are in such a state of prosperity, that they 
fiupplv not only her own consumption, 
but that of Italy and Germany. The 
tnanufactures of France never before pros- 
pered so much. 

Analysis of the Commercial Situation 
OF England and Fkance. 

England — A s i hr power of Fnglaiul rests 
upon her conimeree, that commerce con- 
aists in the circulation of the produce of the 
Kew World. We have piovedthat loiir- 
iifths of her revenue arose from brokerage; 
it is the colFee, therefore, the sugar, the in- 
digo, the dye-woods, the muslins of India, 
which constitute her fortune ; all her 
prosperity consists in drawing these pro- 
ductions from both the Indies, and in pio- 
moting their introduction into Europe. 

France — ^1^'rance has an intenost wholly 
continental ; her revenue arises from the 
pioduce of her fields, of her vines, lier 
olives, her tobacco, her fabrics of silk and 
linen ; and from the cottons of her soulhern 
provinces. Like the ('oiitinent,*shc has 
an interest in rejecting the merchandize 
of the Indies, and in profit ting by the 
bounty of Nature, which has placed within 
the Old Continent, what may enable it to 
dispense with the New. 'riius, the shac 
kies which site has thrown upon English 
brokerage arc siicli, that the < uiisumption 
of sugar, of colfee., and colonial produce, 
has within three years decreased one half 
in Europe. The discoveries wlneli she 
has made enable her even to replace ihe 
productions of the Continent. 'I he sugar 
from grapes is sold cheaper than iTie cane- 
sugar ever was, even at the period of 
greatest coin mbnicvition with the Colonies. 
The cottons of Naples and of Rome are 
superior to those'* of America. The 
kerms, the woad, and the madder, thanks 
to the aids of Chemistry, compensate for 
the want of colonial dyes. Already soila 
is made every where. When the New 
World, was discovered, the arts of che- 
m’stry were in their infancy.— Tlie Con- 
tinertal system l)d>) produced a real or 
pfodigions revolution. It will oppose 
an insurmountable obstacle to the bro- 
kerage of England ; and in proportion 
as the Contiiienial powers feel, and they 
have felt it for a long time, that it is 
their interest to lax the importation of co- 
lonial produce, they viill have sugar, cof- 
fee, cotton ami indigo, from the Continent 


itself. This result is not chimerical. The 
actual prosperity of France, the aid which 
she derives from the arts to procure that 
which she wants, from that, this revolution 
has advanced 5-6ths of its course. It has 
been silently working, it will burst forth ; 
and at a general Continental peace, Eng- 
gland will be astonished at the progress 
of the aits of chemistry in Europe, of the 
naturalization of the culture of the plants 
of America on the Continent, and the 
repugnance of the Continent to give her 
its gold, and impoverish itself wdien it finds 
an equivalent within itself. Tlx'se arc 
the great causes of the diminution of Eng- 
lish commerce ; those effect.! will be 
more efficacious than the Decrees of Mdan 
and Berlin. Let these Decrees continue 
in force a few years longer, and they will 
make themscdve.s be felt a ceiiluiy after 
they have been revoked. 

Analysis of the Politics of England 
AND France. 

England— The alliance of England ba.s 
caused the ruin of the Powers wlio hav.* 
courted it ; witness the Stadtholdcr of 
Holland, the Kings of Naples and Sardinia, 
and the other princes who have given 
themselves up to it. England is in her 
internal policy intolerant : a population 
of more than (i rnilliotis of Chiistians 
cannot profi ss their religion ; cannot Itold 
employments in the state, or in the army 
wiihout renouncing their faith, h'ngland 
oppresses the nations, with whom site 
unites, becausj she carries her ojipression 
.so far as not to leave them the free exer- 
cise of their religion. Such are the effects 
of the English Administration. Ireland 
cannot be guarded without a considerable 
army. — Tranquillity cannot be maintain- 
ed in London, willn ut an armed force. 
Even in London English troop.s have been 
seen to fire upon die people— old men, 
women, children — to enl’orce the respect 
due to the law. It was not only the 
bayonet that was employed — it was can- 
non, and trains of artillery which were 
brought to London, to make the go- 
vernment respected. The King of Eng- 
land dur.st not go abroad in London un** 
attended ; he has, ten times, been very 
near being assassinated : he will take care 
not to go among a crowd— it is probable 
that he would not do so with impunity. 

(To be continued. j 
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PAPER AGAINST GOIJ); 

BEING EXAMIN VTION 
or '1M£ 

Feport of the BuUioa Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTritS 
TO THE 

TRADESMr.N AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SAMSBURY. 

Letter IX. 

This IjCiler a Digression from the regular 
line qf ihe Discussion-^Dcaik of Abraham 
Goldsinidt the great Jeto Mone^/ • Dealer 
J^ect qf it described, as to the Fimds-^Hc 
and Sir Francis Daring called tfr Pillars of 
the City^The Corpoiation of London thought j 
nothing of-^Perilous stale of the ectintry if\ 
such be the Pillars of its credit — GcldsmidCs \ 
character — His charities — His princely eti- j 
tenainmenis — IDs transactions uith Sir John 
Peter at the Exchequer Dill Ctfire*^The mo* 
tivefor the act of self murder — A hint at the 
reasons why this Jed) has been so praised and 
why beneroUnt Jew CharticUrs hme been hu 
traduced into some qf our modern stage plays 
•— 7^c cause of Goldsmidds committm^^ th^ 
Qct*^History of the loan- transaction — IVhni 
Omnium mid Discount is — Pi ngrcss of th-: 
fall of the price of Stocks — Nexvs-p'iper Puffs 
to keep them up^ What must be the state rf 
the country if such trifling causes pioduce dis* 
credit-*^*' Capital, Cn dii, and Confiderice''^ 
What security hare ur that things vAll not 
become worse ? — The effect upon the minds cf 
cur enemies-^ - Can it be supposed that people 
will purchase Stock, or hold Stock, if the 
fabric be so frail? — May not Napoleon ct.usc 
a combination against the Funds? *-^0f the 
remedy or expedient talked qf^The Loan* 
Makers have no claim to compensation for 
any loss they may sustain »-*The famous and 
inimortal Loyalty Loan in the days of 
Thu case diffhent from that qf {he present 
Lorn* Makers — Conclusion qf the Digression. 

Gentlemen, 

The death of Abraham Goi^psmWt, the 


rich Jew, mentioned in Letter I, j)age.25i), 
and who is said to have shot himself on 
Friday last, the 28th of September; this 
death, is, in the hisilory and progress of 
the Paper-Money System, an incident of 
t'Ome impor lance, and, at this time, wor- 
thy of our particiilnr attention ; because, 
the cirrumsiances connected with it af- 
ford, pel haps, a more striking and satis- 
factory^ illustration, than any other that 
can bc»imagined, of the loan-making irans*‘ 
actions. In inquiries, which are of an in- 
tricate nature, it is always advantageous 
to he able to combine pmc//ce with princU 
pie ; and, we shall. 1 think, find, in the 
circumstances just alluded to, such a de- 
velopeiiicnt, such a practical exemplifica- 
tion, of some of the principles which we 
have laid doivn, as could scarcely have 
been derived from any other source. Tho 
present Letter w’ill, indeed, turn us a littlo 
aside from the direct line of our pursuit, 
and may be considered as a Digression; 
but, it will not tend to confuse us, and the 
matter of it will be found of great use to 
ns. during the rest of our inquiry. 

I 

The news-papers, and particularly those 
vvhiA praise the govemineiit unceasingly, 
have staled, that, when tha intelliginicc of 
this man’s death reach^i the city of Lon- 
ficiii (he having shot himself at his house, 
or, rather palace al the village of TvloimtN 
ill Surrey) all was confusion and conster- 
nation. They tell us, that “ The Stock 
Exchange, CapcI -court, and even the 
" Royal Exchange, were crowilcd, all 
" persons eagerly making inquiries about 
'' this event, and forgetting almost every 
** thing c/ 5 c,— Little or no business was 
done. We question whether peace or 
war suddenly made ever created such a 
bustle^.'* We are told, that ** Wends 
would be inadequate to express, the sur- 
** p/ize, the alarm and the dismay that ^Nerc 
** visible We are further told, that, 
ther moment the intelligence reathed tho 


* CouKTER News-paper, 28th Sopt. 

t H. Ibid. 
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City of London, the Funds felt the ef- 
feet, and three per cent. Stock fell from 
« 6()i to 63J * that is to say, hundreds 
of millions of this sort of property in- 
stantly lost in ‘vaiue about. 3 pounds in 
every hundred. We are told, in another 
place, that the Ministers sent ofVa Mes- 
** senger, with the melancholy ti(iin;>s, to 
** the King and to the Ih^ince ^ Wales 

And all this for the death of a Jew 
merchant ! The kint^ and the heir appa- 
rent to be informed of it by a royal Mes- 
senger ! And, i.s it really true, that' this 
man’s having shot himself made the 
citizens of I.ondon forget almost every 
thing else? Is it really true, that such 
an event put business nearly at a stand r 
Is it really true, that it produced an elfect 
equal to peace or war suddenly made ? 
And is it true ; is ihero truth in the^l^ame- 
ful fact, that a Jew Merchant’s shooting 
himself produced alarm and dismay in the 
capital of England, which is also called, 
and not very improperly, perhaps, the 
emporium of the world ? • 

If all this be true, it is high time that 
wc become acquainted with the reasons 
why such a person was thought of so much 
consequence, and that we consider well 
the temlency of a .«ystcm, that could make 
his lite, or his death, an object of national 
importance. One of the public prints 
proseiils us with the following disconso- 
late rellectioii : " The muUibility of human 
** affairs has been strongly evinced during 
the last few weeks. Sir Fkancis Bar- 
'' IN© and Mb. A, Goldsmidt, wIr> were 
" considered as the PILLARS OF THE 
" CITY, are both ^lead within that time. 
The effects their death.s have had on the 
funds of the country ^ill best bespeak 
the suppm't they gave them while they 
lived What I The pillars qf the City 
qf London ! The Corporation of tliat fa- 
mous City, the Mayor, Aldermen, She* 
riffs, Common Counsellors, and the Livery- 
men ; all these; the whole of this admi- 
rably constituted body, to which, upon so 
many occasions, the people of the king- 
dom huve been indebted for the preserva- 
tion oi their liberties ; the whole of this 
body sinks out of sight, and all the Com- 
panies of industrious and ingenious Trades- 
men along with it ; they all become no- 


* Times News-paper, ‘29th Sept. 

I CousfEE News-paper, ^Oth Sept. 
% Times Ncws-pupeii tii}th Sept. 


thing, at the mention of the names of a 
couple of dealers in funds and paper- 
money I With eyes very different indeed 
do 1 view the parties ; aiid, though I de- 
sire not the death of cither, and am as 
sorry as you, my neighbours, to hear of 
the untimely death of any man, I have not 
the smallest he.sitatioii in saying, that 1 
look upon the life of Sir Francis Baring, 
or that of Goldsmidt, as being of no more, 
if so much, value to England, as that of 
any one of your apprentices, or plough- 
boys; and, I have no doubt, that, before 
we arrive at the close of this series of 
l.ettcrs, you will sre good reason for be- 
lieving, that my opinion is founded in a 
just fsiiniate of the nature and tendency 
of tlie professions of these several parties. 

But, are these writers aware of the im- 
port of their word.s, when they tell us, 
that the two person.^ above-mentioned 
were the Pillars of the city; that they gave 
support to tha" Funds of the country ; and 
that their deaths have occasioned those 
Funds to fall? Arc these writers avi'are of 
the tendency of such declarations ? Do 
they coii'^idcr what it is that they are 
saying, what it is they are proclaiming 
to the people and to the world ? If 
they do, and if they expect to be be- 
lieved, their intention must be to destroy 
all confidence in (he Funds and Stocks: 
for, what man in his senses can possi- 
bly confide in that which leans for sup- 
port upon the life of individuals, and of 
individuals, too, wlio, from the perils of 
their very calling, are liable to be driven 
to commit acts of suicide ? In some cases, 
we are compelled to leave our property de- 
pendent upon the life of individuals ; but, 
no man with his intellects perfect ever 
docs this from choice; and, if these writers 
should make the public in general believe, 
or, if the public,, from any other cause, 
should believe, that the Funds stand in 
need of the support of individuals, it is a 
pveiiy clear case, that the price of them 
iiiiist fall very low, before many people 
will bo inclined to dispose of their soiid 
property in order to purchase Stock. 
Th>*y must come down to almost nothing, 
and the purchase must be a sort of gam- 
bling ; for, no man will lay out his mo- 
ney, in i>tock, as men hitherto have done, 
if it should become matter' of general be- 
lief, that tJie Funds arc, in any degree, de- 
pendent upon the lives, and, of course^ 
upon tlie will, of individuals. 
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We will now see (for it is very curious) 
what has been said as to the cause of 
Goldsmidt’s putting an end to his life ; 
aiid, that will let us into matter eSsen* 
tially belonging to our subject. But, be- 
fore we proceed any further, I think my- 
self called upon to make a few' remarks 
upon what has, in some of our news^pa- 
pers, been said about the character of this 
man ; for, though 1 have no desire to say 
any liarm of him/ or to cause people to 
believe harm of him, I think it wrong; 

1 think it very unjust towards my readers ; 

I think it an act of treason to the morals 
of my country, to stand by, with pen in 
hand, and to see spread a})road amongst 
die people such wuiualified praises of a 
man, who has terminated his existence by 
siticidc, and especially when I do not be- 
lieve those praises to be founded in truth. 

We arc told of his acts of charity; his 
i.nhscripthns to charitable undertakings ; his 
tmmcy we arc told, was always seen fore- 
most upon such occasions. But, why tell 
us of this again, if every individual act has 
been carefully printed and published before ? 
There tire cases, in which a man’s acts of 
charity may get out to tlie world in spite 
of him; but, ho is very unlucky when his 
name is printed upon every trifling occa- 
sion, which has been the case with this 
man’s charities. Besides, what has he 
given, put it all togetjicr ? Not, perhaps, 
the odd shillings and pence upon the enor- 
mous sums that he has gained by his deal- 
ings with the government; and, is any 
man so blind as not to perceive, that 
motives very different inueed from those 
of charity might dictate his gifts ? A man, 
acquiring such immense wealth, must see, 
tJiat something was necessary to keep the 
public from grudging; and, though I do 
not take upon me to say, that fioLUSMinx’s 
donations proceeded from this motive, I 
cannot help thinking that they (requciitiy 
did, when 1 recollect tiow many para- 
graphs, stating llie nature and amount of 
his charities, I have, at dilleruit times, 
read in the news-papers. 

“ Who builds a Church to G%d, and not to fame. 
Will ne’er inscribe the marbic with his iiann?.” 

One of his eulogists says : " he had done 
** so many kind and generous actions— -his 
benevolence w'as so enlarged — his public 
** and private character was so princely, 

" embracing men of all pfrsuasions»-~ht was 
so t/nosUntatious in his liabits, and so 
" mild and cheerful in his manners in 
short, a man more truly amiable in all 
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** the relations of life mver existed. He was 
** incessantly employed iu acts of friend^ 
ship; and though I ike ovrrv luaoof exicn- 
sive dealings, he had loenVounierthc bit- 
" terness of opposition aiVl envy, ue iviver 
" hoard even tiom his most af tivu rivals, 
" auy Ollier tlivm the most favourabL* tes- 
timimy to his virtues, lie died in the 
** 5:;rd yWk* of his age. — We uiulersiand 
'' that that which preyed most acutely on 
his fceling.s, and wrung from bim ninny 
** an agonizing cxclainalioii, wai the man- 
" ner in which i)fi had been troateil bysmne 
“ pet sons who had been irider the greatest obli^ 
** gallons to him. He bad, for years, been 
** a man the most looked up to in tho 
monied market — bis command of money 
** had been iinmeiisc — bis credit unbound- 
" ed. This was u proud situation ; but 
eieviited as he was it inspired him with 
nothing like hauteur or insolence — He was 
‘^lilili the same alfable man, increasing in 
'' kindness, if po>sible, with his increasing 
^'wealth*.” The much greater part of 
this has not, 1 am satisfied, a particle of 
tnith*in it. Never w^as any thing more 
ostentatious than the acts of benevolence, as 
tliey are called, of this man, W’ho, us 1 ob- 
scrvfal ye.u's ago, merely tossed back to 
the miserable part of os, in the shape of 
aims, the fractions of the pence, upon the 
immense sums of money that he got by 
Ids traflic in loans and bills and funds. 
'I'lie public, if it has any memory at all, 
must remember the accounts that were 
given of his at which even 

princes were present ; and at which, pro- 
bably, as much was consumed in an even- 
ing ift would have maintained the wholu 
village ol'IVIorden for a year. Of these 
entertamments the most pompous accounts 
w'cro published, in all llie. news- papers of 
the day ; and, fr/m the manner of the 
pubiicuiion, there can be bui little doubt 
of it.-: having been paid jor. As to bis 
having shewn his hospitality to men of 
all persuasions, Is precisely what a man 
does, who is more intent upon securing the 
favour of men in power, than u})on culti- 
vating real friendship ; and, ii^deed, I 
have, for iny pait, very liille doubt, that 
the cost of tJie emertainmenU of Gocu- 
SMinr wsii always put down amongst the 
necessary ouL-goings of his trade. 

Thus far, however, what 1 have stated 
may be called matter of opbd What 1 
am now going to state is matter of fact, 

* Morni*n« Post news-paper, Oct. I » 
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and of fact, too, that the people of £ng- 
land should have been made fully ac- 
quainted with lon^^ ago. I allude to this 
man’s transaclioii with Sik John Petku in 
the funding of ExAiequer Bills, and which 
transaction is related in a Report, made by 
a Committee of the House of Commons, 
which was ordered to he printed on the 
14th of May la .t, and which wilfte found 
at page 193 of the Appendix to Vol. XVII 
of the Parliamentary Debates. And here. 
Gentlemen, we shall have a view of some- 
thing of no small interest to us as belong- 
ing to the Inquiries, in which we arc en- 
gaged. 

In Letter VII, at page 457, mention was 
made of Exchequer Eills ; and they were 
described as one sort of the promissory 
notes, issued by the government in* pay- 
ment of persons, to whom they oWe mo- 
ney. They are like other promissory 
notes, with this diilcrenoe, that they’ bear 
an interest of so much upon each hundred 
pounds every day, the rate of which in- 
terest varies according to circumstahees. 
In short, an Exchequer Bill, which de- 
rives its name from the place whence it 
issues, is like a bank-note, not convertible 
into money at the will of the holder, ex- 
cept that the bank-note docs not bear in- 
terest, and the Exchequer Bill does. You 
will easily perceive, that these Exchequer 
Bdls, while out, form a part of the Na- 
tional Debt. They belong to what is 
called the unfiindcd debt; and, they are 
sometimes paid oil’ and taken up, as a pri- 
vate person pays ofl'aiid takes up his i^otcs 
of hand. But, sometimes, the govern- 
ment, like the private person, finds it incon- 
venient to pay oir these bills ; and, in such 
cases, it funds them ^ that is to say, 
it makes an advantageous offer to the 
holders of them to exchunge them for Stock ; 
and, when this is done, the amount of 
such Exchequer Bills is, of course, added to 
the greaf mass of the permanent ?iational 
Debt ; which, as you will perceive, is a 
way of borrowin/f 7»oney that occasions 
much less iolk and noise than would be oc- 
casioned hy a new loan. The loan, this 
year,* was for 14 millions ; but, then, there 
were Exchequer Bills funded to the 
amount of 8 millions, so that the addition 
to the permanent or funded Debt, has 
in fact, in this one year, been 22 millions. 

I have just said, that, when the govern- 
ment finds irinconvenient to nay off and 
^ke up Exchciqucr Bills, it makes an ad- 
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vantageous offer to the holders of them^ 
by which these holders are induced to give 
them up, and to take Funds or Stock, in 
lieu of them. Thu Bills are brought by 
the holders to a certain place, called the 
Exchequer Bill Office, where lliey are re- 
ceived, and w'here the voucher is given 
which procures the holder stock in ex- 
change for them. Upon these occasions^ 
there is generally a great struggle of the 
Bill-holders to ^ct first into the office ; be- 
cause, when the quantity of Bills to be 
funded have been presented and received, 
all the rest must, for the present, at any 
rate, still remain with the holders ; and, 
as there is an advantage in getting them 
funded, it is evident enough, that there 
must always he an anxious rivalship in 
pursuit of that object. 

Upon an occasion of this sort, in the 
month of March last, Adraham Gold- 
SMiOT attended, amongst others, with a 
view of getting into the Exchequer Bill 
office ; and, being unable to get in at the 
common door, so early as some others, he 
went to a passage leading to another part 
of the office, where he met Sir John 
Peter, one of the Paymasters, or persons 
who conduct the business of the office. 

To this person, he delivered his pocket-book, 
** containing Exchequer Bills to the amount 
** qf 3 50t000 pounds, and then went away. 
Sir John Peter carried in the book and 
the bills ; and, in consequence of this, 
** (ioLDiMior’s hills were funded; while 
** the bills of other persons, who had at- 
tended from the earliest hour, and had 
'' got ill amongsl the ver^ first, and whose 
bills w*oic actually leceived, had their 
" bills retiirned without being funded.*' It 
appears also, from the Report, that, upon 
a previous day. thisGoLDSMiDT, with a few 
others, had found out and used the means 
of getting into the Office before the door 
was opened to the public. The Commiite« 
state, that the same Paymaster, ** Sir John 
** Peter, according to an arrangement pre- 
** vionsfy made, did, on the first day of 
'' funding, before the doors were open to 
'' the public, lake into the office w»iih him, 
“ Mr. (ioLDSMiDT, Mr. Sutton, and Mr, 
** Gillman, as appears from the evidence 
“of Mr. Gilliiian and Mr. Sutton. The 
“ other Paymaster in attendance, Mb. 
“ Plan TA, says, that he found those gentle* 
“ wiew in (lie Board Room upon his arrival 
“ at the oftice ; that he knew iKto be a 
« great impropriety ; that he expressed in* 
“ dignation at the proceeding, and ordered 
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the doors to be immediately thrown 
'^open to the public. Ihe names, how- 
" ever, oi* the gentlemen so introduced 
" stand amongst the very first on the books qf 
" that day'* The Committee reprobate 
these proceedings, as partial, unjust, and 
foul; and recommend means for prevent- 
ing the like in future. 

Now, Gentlemen, this is quite enough 
to enable you to judge of tne real cha- 
racter of Goldsmidt, who is so extolled 
by our courtly news- writers, who have, 
doubtless, thoir reasons for what they do ; 
you w'ill, from these facts alone, facts 
which cannot be deitied, be able to judge, 
whether this man is deserving of the cha- 
racter, which, with so much industry, is 
given him ; whether he was that kind, 
benevolent, disinterested, generous, and 
noble-minded man, which he has been 
represented to be ; or, whether, with all 
his outward shew of liherahty and gene- 
rosity, he was, as to his essential practices, 
still a money-loving, a money-amassing 
Jew, and nothuig more ; and if any ad- 
ditional proof of this were wanting, what 
need we but tlie simple fact of his having 
killed himself, hecatise he was losing a part qf 
his immense wealth ; a truly Jew-like motive 
for the' coinmis^ion of an act at which 
human nature shudders? 'Gentlemen, how 
much more to he respected and to be 
pitied are hundreds and thousands of your 
industrious and honest neighbours, who 
had tlicir all snatched from them in a mo- 
ment, and who, after a life of hibour and 
of abstinence, saw themselves deprived of 
the means of buying a dinner; and that, 
too, observe, without any fmlt of theirs, 
without any greedy speculation, any de- 
sire on their part to gain by ovei'roaching 
their neighlmurs, or to possess any thing 
w'hich wa^ not the lair fru.t of their labour? 
What value are we to set upon the princely 
feasts of a m*tri, who could creep in at a 
backdoor to get the pret'erence in funding 
Exchequer Bills? What value are we to 
set upon Jnendship, such as he would, 
doubtless, entertain for such men as Sir 
John Peter? And, as to his charities; as 
to what he used to give to tii« miserable 
part of our countrymen, under the name 
of charities, it is very probable, that the 
whole of what he bestow^ed in This way, 
in the course of his life, did not amount to 
half so much as The sum that he gained in 
consequence of his proceeding above-no- 
ticed with S» Joww Petik. I 


Gentlemen, the rtasms why be hke 
been so much praise^ by many of oiir 
news-writers would antuse you, and it 
would also entertain you to learn the real 
cau'se of the fine benevolent Jewwft rWac- 
ters, ivhich are to be found in some of our 
modern plays, if, indeed, a feeling of shame 
for your country did not overpower your 
propensity to laugh at these offerings of 
literary venality ol the shrine of Mamm<»n. 
But, having now bestowed quite as much 
time as it merited in remarks Upon the cha^ 
meter of the departed Jew, but which re- 
marks were demanded by troth, we will noW 
proceed to those matters, connected with 
his death, which arc of much greater con- 
sequence to us, and a clear understanding 
of wbieh will be found to be greatly nsi- 
ful in flic course of the remainder of onr 
Inquiries. Lidced, these matleis not only 
relate to our subject, but they are sTrongly 
illustrative of some of the most importaol 
parts^of it. 

The cause of GoLOs^nDT** committing 
the act of self-murder is staled as follows : 
The cause of this rash act it is not diffi- 
cult to assign Mr. GoUUmidt was a 
joint contractor for the laic loan of Pf 
millions with the House of Sir Pradcis 
Baring, and taking the largest probable 
“ range that he had dealt amongst hi8 
friends one half of the sum alloiied to 
" him, the loss sustained by the reirjainder, 
“ at the rate of Obi, per thousaml, ivhich 
w^s the price of Thursday, was more 
** than any individual fortune couKl he 
expecleU to sustain.^ Ever since the 
** decline of Omnium from par, M«. Gold- 
" smidtVs spirits were progressively droop- 
ing; but when^it rearlicd 5 and (5 per 
cent, discount, without the |»rol lability 
** of recovering, the unfortunate geiitlc- 
man appeared! evidently restless in hifi 
" disposition, and disordered in his mind,; 

and, as we have reason to believe, iiqt 
" finding that cheerful assistance amoiignC 
his monied friends which he had expe- 
I'icnced in happier times, he was unable 
to bear up against the pressure of his 
misfortunes ; and hence was driven to 
'' terminate a life which lijl then had 
never been chequered by 
“ The moment inielligerice oi tna di§- 
** tressiiig event reached tin- tity, which 
was about the periotl of du* »*pening <rf 
'• the Stock lixchange,the Funds suddenly 
felt the effects, and the Three p^^r cent. 
«« Stock fell in a few minutet frooR 66f to 
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quircd a great extent of teiritojy, her ac- 
(]i!isitions in point of strength did not sur- 
pr\«s ours, which c(>nsisted of an imincn':e 
mass of Capital, Credit, and Confidence., 
the changes upon winch words were run;j 
over and over again, till tlie speech be- 
came full as enlivening and instructive as 
a peal of the three bells of Boticy Church. 
But, what becomes of these fine things, :f 
the scribbling of a news- paper writer, or 
of a pamphleteer, or, if the sudden death 
of a Jev/, is capable of so materially af- 
fecting I hem ? What, in that case, be- 1 
comes of that Capital, Credit, and Confi- 
dence, which were to counterbalance all 
the acquisitions of France, and were tu 
prove a never-failing defence to Fiiiglr.iid : 

True,*' said the. adherents of Pitt, who 
wished still to find something to s% by 
way of apology for his ruinous measures ; 

true,'’ said they, France has made 
" conquests ; she has goirn^d sca-porfs ; 

she has acquired and now quietly pos- 
^'sesses, the means of rearing a n?vy; 

but, look at the immense Cafit.vl "of 
"Frigl nid; look at her Credit ; look at 
''the Confidence which she possesses; 
" look at these pillars of national strength.’' 
It was not easy to see, however long one 
looked, that these things were pillars of 
national slrengih; but, if they were; if 
they were the pillars, upon which this 
nation was to dc[jc‘ud, what are wo to 
think of our situation, when we arc told, 
as we are in the above-cited publications, 
and, indeed, as we are tol l every day, 
that the Funds, which are said to *be<the 
baruineler of national Credit, can be, 
nayr have been, ami still are, lowered in 
their value by s.ich trifling things as the 
erroneous opinion of a ^vriier on politics 
or the death of a ISTcrchant or a Jew ^ If 
W'hat wc have been told about the im- 
portance of Credit be true ; if it bo our 
defence against the enemy, what must our 
situation bo, if what w’e are hoiu told be 
true, namely, that this Credit has been 
£hakt.n by such contemptible means? 
Pitt and*hij, a?M)ciales told us, that Capi- 
tal, Ck5,dit, end Confidence, which i.s 
using three words instead of one, merely 
for the sake of the soui^d; they told us, 
that these were the pillars of the nation / 
and, as we have seen above, our news- 
jiapers now tell us, that Sir Francis Bar- 
ing anti GoLUS>iiDTwcrethep«(7a,«of our 
CuEDiT ; so# that, at bifst, uo come to this 
contforlable conGliu».on ; that the defence 
and preservation of the country depended 
upon tiiAFa.ANCia Babing Bad Goldsmidt, 


I one of whom has died and the other shot 
hinutclf within the last three weeks ! And 
this is ihc eflJ'ot, is it, of the Pitt system 
of whcH isi callod Public Credit ? 

If what wo an* now told be true, what 
security have wc, that things will stop 
wliore they are ? V7hat reason have wc 
to ctmciLide, or to su;*pose, that the same 
CTu cs will not continue to operate, ’till 
the whole of the Funds arc annihilated ; 
that is to 91W, until nobody will give any 
thing at all for any sort of the Stock ? Wc 
are told, that the fall, which has already 
taken place, has, in part, been the conse- 
(jucpco of combinations of individuals, which 
must mean, combinations not to purchase ; 
and, who is to put an aid to such combina- 
t'oris ? Who is to prevent the force of 
them from inena^i^i: ? I’licn, again, we 
.are told, that the fall has paitly been pro- 
duced hy jobbers, intent upon their own in- 
terests; and, who, let me ask, is to alter 
the nature of these jobbers ; who can say, 
or even guess, when tliese interested job- 
bers will be p!ca>’ed to de.sist from their 
selfish and mischievous practices ? If the 
causes of the fall bo such as have been 
stated to the public, in the above-cited 
and other publications, who wdll pretend 
to say when, or where, the fall will stop } 
And, I should be very glad to hear any 
reason, wdiy, if thoae alledgod causes be 
founded in truth, the Funds should not 
continue to fall, ’till ifiey are not worth 
owning; ’till it is not worth Grizzle 
(tREENHORN's while to havc her name 
written in the Great Book. 

We here sec, that these boasted friends 
of their country ; these men of suchdiigh 
flying loyalty; these waiters who accuse 
ot Jacobinism ail those who cannot believe, 
and who will not savt that the Paper- 
money is as good, if not better, than 
Gold and Silver; we here see, that these 
boasted friends of their country, who, ap- 
parently, would eat Buonaparte raw, if 
they could get ut him ; we here see these 
outrageously loyal writers proclaiming to 
that same Buonaparte what must delight 
him more than almost any thing that he 
could hear, namely, that such is the state 
of our public credit, such the state of our 
pecuniary, resources, such the confidence 
in our Funds, such the confidence in the 
security of our government bonds, that 
this confidence is shaken by a combina- 
tion of jobbers or the death of a Jew. 
How much* abuse has been, at vaftous 
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lunes, heaped upon those, who have ex-^ 
pressed their doubts £us to the durability of 
the Paper-Money system ! Nay, the Bul- 
lion Committee tliemselves have been 
very grossly abused for their Report upon 
the subject, by w Inch Report, their oppo- 
nents say, they have injured the (redit of 
the country. They are charged with hav- 
ing injured the credit of this countiy, because 
they have recommended, that the Bank 
of England should pay its notes in Cold mid 
Sil7)ci\ What, then, are those men doing, 
who now assert, that a comhinaiion of indi- 
viduals ; that the tricks of interested johlwrs ; 
that the aroncous opinions of political xiri- 
iers : what arc tlu* nieii doing, who assort, 
that these things are capable of causing 
the government secviilies to fall in \alue; 
and, who scruple, not to tell us, that the 
iJicn, who were the pillars of the Public 
Funds, arc dead ? Whal arc these w riters 
doing ; and how wilt they now be able 
to hold up their lieacls and complain of 
the endeavours of others to destroy what 
they call public credit, which, if it admit 
of destruction by the means of the pen, 
must assuredly fall for ever under the 
pens of these writers. 

If wbat these writers say be true; if the 
stocks are to be low^ned in value by com- 
binations of individuals, by the errors of 
w riters, by *lic reports of committees, or 
by the death of a Jew^; if this be true, can 
it be thought, that people will long be 
disposed to become proprietors of stock ? 
Can it be thought, that they will, like our 
neighbour liKi.bNiioRN, put their money 
in the Funds? Can it be expected, that 
fathers and mothers will make provision 
for their children, or then* grand-children, 
by purchasing slock, liable to be lowered 
in value by such causes? Nay, can it be 
expected, that any man in his senses, who 
is now the owner of stock, will not dispose 
of it as soon as possible, ami at ainmst any 
rate? For, is it possible to regard as safe 
property; is it possible to regard as any 
jiroperty at all, a thing the value of which 
may be lowered ten per cent, in the space 
often days, and, of course, which may be 
lowered to almost nothing; is it possible 
to regard as any propefiy at all, a thing 
the value of which may l)e thus reduced 
by the combinations of individuals, the 
trickery of jobbers, the errors of political 
writers, or the death of a Jew, or of any 
other individual or number of individuals? 
Is it possible to regard such a thing as 
propariy? Commoa sense say »|4io; and 
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•Paper against Gold, [j^SQ 

yet the statement of these causes, a state-' 
meat, which, if it have any clVect at all 
must tend t.o the discredit^ and, indeed, to 
the destruction, of the Funds; this state- 
ment comes from the pens of those, who 
cry out Jacobin against every man, who 
venture*?, in however modest a way, to 
express his doubls of the solidity of tha 
Funding System. 

I'lipsc wrirerSj in their eagerness to 
abuse those, to whom they impute* the fall 
of th»i Funds, seem to have overlooked the 
conclusions that would naturally be drawn 
from their premises, else they would have 
perceived what a dangerous thing it was 
to declare to our powerful and sharp- 
sighted enemy that a combinalion of in- 
dividuafs was capable of. shaking our 
Funds. That enemy U, by these same 
writers, represented being all-powerful 
by his intrigues in other countries; ami, 
i$ it too much to suppose, that it might be 
possibly for liiin to find the means of form- 
ing combination: agauist the Funds in 
England? li' combinations of individuals 
can pull down the value of cur (jovern- 
ment securities, is it to be believed, 
that our enemy will not be di sposed, and 
that he will not endeavour, to form such 
combinations? And, if wc arc asked, 
where he will find individuals so base, 
have not these writer s pointed tbciu out to 
him ; or, at lea^st, hav<! timy ni»t told liim, 
ill liTmts that admit not of ini.sundcrsiaml- 
ing, that there are such individuals in 
England, in London, and now actually at 
work ; and that tlie.se individuals have 
caused the Funds to fall, have caused the 
Government securities to lose paa^l of their 
value ? Let these \yilcis, therefore, con- 
fess that these slatenicnts of theirs liavc 
proceeded from error; or, at any rate, 
that they are untrue; or let them, for ever 
hold their tongue as to complaints agfiin.st 
those, who enteitain doubts of the solidity 
of the papcr-monc} system. 

Here, Genii emen, I should have con- 
cluded this lilready-toodong Letter ; but, 
an article, which 1 find in the public 
prints of ih s mcr/iiiig (TucMlay, 2nd 
October) induces me to add Mune ob- 
seivatioiis upon the subjtc l of the remedy 
or expedient, winch h^^» been more than 
hinted at. The article, alluticd to, is as 
follows: ''The sULc of t/ie Funds was 
" a little improved 3 e»icrJ.jy; and as no 
" bad conscej .it nces b»*>ond those of th# 
« first shock had arisen from Mr. Gold- 
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•* cfnidt’s deaths it is hoped thal things •mill 
' soon be restored to their former level. The 
result of the qpnfercnces of the leading 
Loan-holders, with the Chancellor of the 
** Exchequer and the Lords of the Treasurj^, 
on Saturday, has not yet been made 
known. Mr. Goldsmidt’s house con- 
‘‘ tinues to discharge, without reserve or 
** hesitation, all the demands made on it. 
The account at the Stock Exchange was 
not settled nor declared yesterday, in 
** consequence of the attendance of Mr. 
•' Nathan Solomons, Mr. Goldsmidt’s 
** Broker, at the funeral, which took place, 
** according to J.hc Jewish rites, about noon 
« yesterday. His body was placed by 
the side of that of his brother Benjamin. 
*• Yesterday morning early Mr. Paceval 
" came to town from his house at Eahng, and 
“ soon after sent oil’ letters to the &ovcrnor 
" and Deputy/Covernor of the Bank, Mr. 
Whish, the Chairman of the Commissioners 
qf Excise, the Treasurer of the Ordnance, 
** and a number of other ojjtcial Cen/lemcn; 
" they all attended Mr. Pciceval, agd he 
was with them during the whole of the 
** day.” 

These confrronces will not, I trust, as 
some persons appc'^r to suppose, load to 
any applicalion of the public money, that 
is to say, of the taxc.^, to I lie assisting, as it 
is called, of these Loan -holders. The 
Loan-holders, or LoaiMnakers, have never 
been known to rciuni to the people any |jart 
of the immense profits, which they, from 
time to time, ha^c made upon thciivloan- 
ing transactions. W^c see, from one of 
the above-quoted, passages, that Sir Fr\n- 
cis Bari NO haJ; gained enough to lay out 
half ^ millio’i of mon^ in freehold estates. 
Great pait of this was, it is reasonable to 
suppose, gained by ihc many loans to go- 
vernment, in which he has been, at dif- 
ferent times, concerned. Well, then, if 
these profits, these immense gains, be con- 
sidered a:- fairly belonging to him, or his 
heirs and successors; and, if we view the 
not less iuimensc gains of Golosmidt in 
the same tight; if the gairts be theirs, 
ought not the loss to be theirs also? Upon 
any other principle, what a sort of bargain 
would a government loan be ? A bargain 
where all the chance of gain would be on 
one side, and all the chance of loss on the 
other. If the loan-maker gained, well ; 
but, if he lost, the people mftst make good 
Ills loss. Is this the way that dealings 
take place between man and man ? Is 
there any one , of youu Cxentlemen, who 


would sell a load of wheat to a miller, 
leaving him the chance of gaining by it, 
and, if he happened to lose by it, would 
give him back again the amount of his 
loss? Oh, no! You would keep the whole 
of the price of your wheat, and leave the 
miller to console himself in counting his 
gains upon other occasions. 

Bui, if, contrary to my wish and ex- 
pectation, relief,** as it i-* called, were 
to be given to these persons, in tvhat way 
could it be done ? The loan is made and 
ratified in virtue of an Act of Parlia- 
ment. There can be no alteration nude 
in the bargain ; there can be no change in 
the terms of paymetit ; there can be no 
abatement in the demands of the ftuvein- 
ment, without another Act of Parlia- 
MEN r, previously passed 'fhosc woo 
made the loan must pay iln^ I't nnllions 
into the King's Exchequer, let what will 
be their loss upon the traiisacUon, unless, 
indeed, the wliole ul their propeily. ^'cal 
and personal, he irii^uiricient for the pur- 
pose; and, in that cast, the [leople iiavc 
a right to exriect, that the government 
will take care to hold back from the 
loan-makers, or to recover from them, so 
much of the new Stock as will not leave 
the loan-makers a farthing in the people’s 
debt. 

Puling Pitt's Anti-jacobin War, which, 
as you will bear in mind, was to succeed 
by producing the destruction of tlui paper- 
money in France ; during that war, which 
was to diminish the power of France, and 
to restore the Bourbons by the means of 
ruin to the French finances ; during that 
famous war, which was to plunge, and 
which, as Pitt told ns, did plunge, France 

into the verygutph of Bankruptcy ;** during 
that renowned war, there was w hat was 
called a LOYAL'l Y. LOAN.” People 
were invited, in the name of loyalty, to 
come forward and lend their money to the 
government, for the purpose of carrying 
on the Anti-jacobin war with vigour ; and, 
at the same time, no very unintelligible 
hints were given, in some of the public 
prints, that those who had it in their power 
to lend, and did not lend, upon this occa- 
sion, were deficient in point of loyalty, an 
imputation not very pleasant at any time, 
and, at the time to which we are referring, 
singularly inconvenient. The Loyalty 
Loan was accomplished ; but, owing jto 
some cause or other, it did not prove to ba 
a proJUablb concern for the lenders i aad, 
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in the case of the present loan, as far as it 
has gone, the loan fell to a discount, and a 
ioss was sustained upon it. Such loss, one 
mi"ht have expected, would have been not 
onfy contentedly, but glailly, sustained, as 
a sacrifice upon the altar of loyalty ; and 
this, it was said by Pitt, would have been 
the case, but that he and his associates in 
the ministry, did not think it wise to 
sufitT loyalty so dishtieresied to experience 
any loss. An act, therefore, was passed 
for making good to the lenders whatevei 
they would otherwise have lost by their 
ardent afiectioii for their king and countiy, 
and loyalty was thus prevented from 
costing thorn any thing. 

The case, however, of these loyal and 
devoted persons was somewhat dillerent 
from that of the makers of the present 
loan. The Loyalty* i/)aii men had never 
gained any thing by loan-niakiug. They 
had not got their half- in ill ion’s worths 
of freeholds and thrir palace' like man- 
sions. Tlioy had made a bargain, and 
they ought, in niy opinion, to have been 
held to that bargain ; because, if there 
had been a gam instead of a loss, they 
would have put that gam in their pocket, 
and wnu4d, doubtless, have looked upon it 
as doubly blessed, being the profits of 
trade and of loyalty too ; and further, be- 
cause, they had put their names down 
upon a list, which w;is to hold them forth 
to the world as m«n ready to make sa- 
cr^ces for their king and country, in con- 
tradistinction to those, whose names were 
not put upon the list. But, still, though 
nothing, in iny opinion, can ever fully re- 
concile principles of justice, the com- 
pensating of these people for their losses 
by that loan, there is great dtficrcnce 
between that case and the case of the 


not make good their bargain, have their 
goods and chatties sold as well as these 
loyalty writers ? I am, llov\ever. reason- 
ing here, against an unfounded surmise ; 
for, it appears from the a!)Ovc quoted pub- 
lications, that the family of Baring 
very rich and in perfect credit, and that 
the concerns of Goldsmidt are in a flou- 
rishing waVi seeing that his house is able 
to meet all the demands upon it, of every 
sort, without the least delay or hesitation. 
This being the case, there can be no need 
of any interfermce m the part qf t/te "o- 
vernment, who will, doubtless iee, that 
the bargiwii is fulfilled agreeably to the 
terms. 

1 have now done with this accidental 
occurre*ice, the notice of which, so much 
at length, forms a Digression from the re- 
gular line of our progress, but which, as 
we shall see by-and-by, will ‘have af- 
forded us practical knowledge, of great 
use ill nur future inquiries. 

1 am, Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 

W”. CoDBETT. 
State l*rison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

*2nd October, 1810. 

THE SUMMARY OF POLITICS 

I have no room for. I will endeavour 
to find more room in my next ; for, in- 
dceri, there arc so many impurtaiil mat- 
ters to notice, that nothing but a desire to 
comn^inicate my thoughts fully upon the 
above subject, and to put a stop, in time, 
to the deluge of deliisioiuthat was pouring 
forth. Could have induced me to defer the 
observations, whicl^l wished to offer on 
the aspect of aifairs both at home and 
abroad. 


present loan-makers or holders, who have 
no claim whateveif|b any compensation at 
all, or to any relief, <»r to the adoption of 
any measure, that shall cost the people one 
single shilling. If they lose by this loan, 
they have gained by other loans. If they 
cannot pay without the sale of their goods 
and chatties, why should not their g< ods 
and chatties he sold, as well as the goods 
and chatties of those, who out of pmv 
loyalty, h.»Ve set up papers for the pur- 
pose of writing me diiun, and whose 
names 1 have never once mentioned, on 
whose papers I have never set my eyc«, 
and who have killed themselves in their 
foolish attempts to wound me ? Why 
ahould uut the loan-makers^ if they can- 


PORTUGAL AND SPAIN. 

Extracts from the French Newspaper, 
the Moniteur, entitled. The Conduct of 
THE English in Portugal and Spain. 
To which is added the Answer qf the Coc- 
RiEK, English miiiiiterial newspaper, of 2^'(h 
Sept. 1810. 

First Period.— General Moore, with 
23,()Oo go.*d troops, did noilnni^ in No- 
vember, 1808, for the Spani im.-.. ^pain, 
however, had then 300,000 men ninlet 
arms, and all her troop-* of tfie line. The 
French head-qiiart«*rs at Vittoria, 

Bilboa was occupied by the Spanish army 
of GaiJicia, more than 80,Q00 blrong ; tha 
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army of Extremadura, in number 30,(X)0, 
occupied Burgm; 90,000 men, command- 
ed by Castanll, occupied Tmlela, inde- 
pendently of ihe armies which occupied 
the pass of Somosierra and the (ruadiania, 
without speaking of (Jatalonia.— General 
Moore had arrived at Salamanca since the 
month of ScptemI)or, and rrip.ained there 
during the whole rd' Novfinber, an iillc 
spectator of the destruction of the Span- 
ish armies of the first line, at the battles 
of Kspmosa, Burgos and Tudeda. The 
French army advanced upon Valladolid 
and Aranda ; he remains undisturbed, 
permits the Somosierra to he forced, and 
Madrid to be. taken, witlioiil moving a 
step. Eight days after he knew that ^la- 
drid was taken, that the Spanish armies 
were destroyed and driven b.ack on Anda- 
lusia, he put himself in motion frcnii Sala- 
manca, and advanced to menace the corps 
of the Duke of Dalmatia ; but soon per- 
ceiving the snare into which he had fallen, 
the remains of his army shaincluJly em- 
barked at Corunna, after abandoning 
their artillery, stores, and hospitals. It 
appeared as if he had only come into 
Spain to witness the destruction of the 
Spanish armies of ihe first and second line. 
If General Moore had marched either to 
Espinosa to support Blakt?, or to Burgos to 
support the army of Estremadura, or to 
Tndela to support Castanos, conqueror or 
coiKjue cd, he would have dniif his duty 
of friend and ally. If afterwards he had 
advanced upon Somosierra, or Guadiana, 
ho would have covered Madrid,* given 
time to organi-«e the defence, of that capi- 
tal, he w'ould h^we rallied the lernains of 
the Spanish aimivs, and whether success- 
lul or not, ho would |\ave tried his fortune 
with honour ; the instirgenta must have 
fek grateful to the En.j;lish. and Would not 
have been well founded in their com- 
plaints. But there, is a fatality attached 
ti» the English armies ; they are good for 
nothing to their allies. General Moore 
W'ls not more useful to the Spanish cause, 
which was then decided for ever, than he 
bad been ro the cause of Sweden, when he 
saw the isles of Aland, Sweabourg, and all 
Finland, taken under his eyes. ' He had 
been present at the. ruin of the Swedish 
armies ; he came to Spain, to be present 
at the ruin of the Spanish armies ; thus 
wifi posterity speak of this great expe- 
dition. 

Sbcokd Period.— The war of the 5th 
coalition was lighted up on the Continent 
The moment appeared favourable to push 


the aflairs of Spain with activity. The 
French Cabinet felt this so strongly, that 
it had the boldness to engage in this war, 
without drawing a single man from the 
army of Spain. The Imperial guards 
were the only troops w ithdrawn. By this 
the hopes of the English were deceived ; 
but if ever there \va.^ a moment when they 
might have hoped to regain the .superior- 
ity in Spain, it. w.i.s this. — Lord Welling- 
ton marched f rom Lisbon. The Duke of 
Dalmatia, who was at Oporto, perceived 
the impossibility ofstsuggling with 1(5,000 
troops against 2i,000 English, against the 
Portuguese, insun ection, and against the 
scattered bands of the Spanish insurrec- 
tion; for the French armies, without di- 
rection in Spain, remained insulated, and 
either did not profit by the advantages 
which their experience and discipline 
miglit liuve secured, or did not assist each 
other, but remained iruirtive. Poitug.d 
was evacuated without a battle. Europe 
then expected (liat Engldiul would present 
herself v\ith honour, and in an imposing 
altitude upon the coutiiientnl theatre ; that 
5(\00() men from England would join Lord 
Wellington's army, ami foiui an army of 
more than 00,000 men, w liich U w.is sup- 
posed that JCnglaiul could plnrc under 
arms; a force, which added to the remains 
of the Spanish ami Poriuguese iii-urgunts, 
and .supported by the cfold of Mexico and 
Peru, would luive eqn.-^tiluted an imposing 
ma.s.s of force, 'llir English, fairlibil to 
their svilt rii, sent no rcii,roicemciit< to 
Lord Wellington. 1’hat G( nerd, after 
enterprises lii;hlly taken up, wiihuut cal- 
r'uiation, and in the most )>eifef t ignorance 
of the force ol his cm niy, escai^ul, by a 
miracle, entire destruclioii, after the battle 
of Talavcra ; but he lost his hospitals, 
and returned to Lisbon to recruit his army. 
During this period, 30,000 other English 
troops came to per(||l in the marshes of 
Walchereii. Thus, in the second period 
of the Spanish war, the English have con- 
stantly studied to avoid what could endan- 
ger them.selves, and to do only that which 
%vas necessary to stir up the people, and 
foment civil war. If they exposed then>^ 
selves to danger for a moment, it pro- 
ceeded from folly, and a shameful igno- 
rance of continental war. Shortly after, 
Seville, and Andalusia were taken from the 
Spaniards and that Junta, the dear ally 
of the King of England, was driven with- 
in the fortifications of Cadia, without this 
terrible General Wellington having made 
a single Jbeveaieiit to assist them, or mado 
I 
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ft diversion in favour of Seville, the last 
hope of the insurrection. 

Third Period.— The Continent being re- 
stored to peace at Vienna, all men of sense 
and friends to humanity expected, that 
since England hiid not. known how to 
profit by the war of the fifth coalition, 
anc^iad calculated so ill as to send 30,000 
men to perish in the marshes of Walclie- 
ren, instead of employing them to drive 
the I'reiich from Spain, she would feel it 
her true interest to retire from lliis theatre, 
and no longer render herself guilty of the 
blood she has caused to flow, and of the 
horrors which were there committed ; 
and that she would attempt to preserve, 
by some negociation, the integrity of 
Spain, which w’lis of great advantage to 
her. Unlbrlunately Lord Wellesley had, 
in the mean time, been called to the Mi- 
nistry, This man, ignorant of the affairs 
of Europe, only judging of thorn by the 
principles of policy which he had put in 
practice in India and towards Nabobs, in- 
duced the King of England lo engage to 
acknowledge and support the insurgents ; 
to do that which General Moore had not 
been able to do in the period of the 
strength and force of the insurrection, and 
that w’hicfi Lord Wellington had not been 
able to accomplish at the time when the 
French armies w'cre in Vienna and Hun- 
gary. It was believed at least that Eng- 
land would make great cllbrts ; and that 
supported by the fortresses of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo and Almeida, she would profit by 
the erubarrassnicnt which these two sieges 
gave the French, to give them battle : it 
turned out otherwiie. The English army 
was only weakly reinforced ; and, instead 
of deeds, they rested satisfied with boast- 
ing and bfavado. Ciudad llodiigo was 
invested ; Romana, and the Spanish co- 
lonels, flew from the centre of Estrema- 
dura, with tears in llnnr eyes, threw them- 
selves at his feet, and. conjured him to re- 
lieve the brave garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
where 8,000 ch«>sen troops were shut up. 
—Lord Wellington, who had promised 
every thing, when these troops were 
placed in the fortress, retracted when it 
tvas necessary to come to deeds j and 
when prc.ssed, he produced in full Council 
a letter from the King of England, which 
forbad him hazarding any thing. C.udad 
Rodrigo was taken : 8,000 chosen ^oops 
were made prisoners. Upon this news, 
the Eiigii.li gave assnranci*.s that it should 
not be Lho same with Almeida, and per- 
suaded tliti Rortuguose lo shut themselves up 

I 
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in the place. “Butof wbal use will it be,"’ 
said the Portuguese, "to shutumsclvos up 
in Almeida? If you will iijt give battle^ 
blow up the fortress. It youCmaii to ciilieve 
it, why did you not give us the example 
at Ciudad Rodrigo ?" " The cases are dil'- 
fcrenl,** replied Turd Wellington ; *• 1 had 
onlert: to the contrary for Spain ; I have 
them not for Portugal. Besides, 1 could 
not engage in the plains of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo w'ith a cavalry five times more nu- 
merous and belter able to manoeuvre than 
mine : but Almeida is a country full of 
rocks. When the place is besieged, and 
when the French arc fatigued with the 
siege, I will relieve it.^' The garrison 
w.is shut up in the fortress. General 
Craufurd, by the most foolish of ma- 
nmuvics, caused the regiments of his divi-v 
sion to be cut up. 'Hie trenches were 
opened ; Tlie English from their camps 
beheld the fire. The Portuguese re- 
quired Lord Wellington to keep his pro- 
mise, and to relieve their countrymen. 
“ J c an, do nothing,*' replied he ; my 
orders arc to the contrary.'* A few 
days after Almeida was taken. — It is 
rclatrd that a Portuguese General said 
on that occasion to Lord Wcllingtou 
— " If you could not defend us, why ex- 
cite us to resistance, and to cover our 
unfortunate country with blood and ruins. 
If you are in force, give battle; if you 
are too weak, retire, and leave us to make 
arrangements with the conqueror." By 
way d¥ answer. Lord Wellington sounded 
a retreat ; with a barbarity unknown 
among •civi'lized nations, he ordered the 
mills, the farms, the houses, to be des- 
troyed, the fields to be Jburiit up, and 
that a vast desert shouhi separate the Eng- 
lish from the French |irmy. This conduct 
is atrocious, and without example in 
modern annals. The Turks and Tartars 
alone act thus.— If the European powers 
had adopted these principles, every thing 
would be devastated on the Continent ; 
the provinces of Prussia, of Austria, would 
be desarls; every thing there would have 
been given up to f]ame.s and devastation. 
How is a general to be excused, who, in a 
friendly country; of which he tiec lares 
himself protector, and which to him 
should be as sacreil as his own, not b' ing 
able to preserve, burns, ravage.s ana 
destroys it ? It is lhu.s that in India the 
English have caused myriad.s of Hindoos 
to perish, have dcspr)ilefJ by tre.ichery 
the Indian princes, have destroyeil them 
by poison, &c. Behold what constitutes 
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the difference between France and Eng- 
land. — Intbe provinces where the French 
are masters^ the fortunes^ the properly of 
individuals, tl|| stores of the merchant 
remain with their proprietors. Tliey only 
make war on the Sovereign. The shops, 
the fairs, the markets are open as in pro- 
foupd peace. If England nad the same 
influence as Fi ance on the Continent, she 
would confiscate the merchandi: 2 c and pro- 
perty of individuals, she would go back 
to the earliest times of barhui ism ; would 
make the population slaves: would drag 
after her families, and would chain them 
together in her hulks.—- When France 
shall be mistress of the Sea, licr laws 
will partake of the generosity of her cha- 
racter. The liberality of her principles 
on sea w'ill be the same as on land. 
Traders will not be made prisoners; if 
unarmed, every ship will he prcKected by 
its flag.— We conclude, then, that in 
their first Expedition the Engli^^h might 
have been useful to the Spaniards ; but 
were not, from their incapacity and 
egotism : that in the second Expedition, 
they behaved as if they did not know 
with whom they had to do, and abandoned 
their allies without pity, when they saw 
the serious struggle m w^hich they w'ere 
c'.pgagcd ; that in the third, they pursued 
the same error*-, only doing what they 
could to proTii^te the belief of libels and 
calumnies distilling poison upon the 
Fcninsula, and fanning the flames of 
discord and civil war: in short, that (they 
iiavc no respect for the law of nations ; 
that with them nothing is sacred^; and 
that if they were as powerful as they arc 
weak by land, if they had a shadow of the 
power of France, the Continent would 
wear the chains which they have imposed 
upon the unhappy ^lindoos. The law 
of nations aiiil the liberality of the Con- 
tinental code are due to France ; the 
barbarism of the maritime code is owing 
to the influence of England on the seas. 

Answer of the Courier. 

SV.: have extracted ri inost precious arti- 
''tc froai the Momteur, upon tlie conduct of 
the English in Spain and Portugal. The 
boastfulness, the abusive hatred of the 
English, and the mean maliciousness that 
pervade it, proclaim, beyond a doubt, Buona^ 
parte at the author qf it. It is divided 
into three Epochs. Upon the first Epoch 
w'e shall say nothing, except that if by the 
retreat of ' General Moore from Spain, the 
Spanish cause was decided for ever, how 


comes it that Buonaparte is now at the 
end of tw'O years from that time, as far 
from etfecting the subjugation of Spain as 
he was when he first sent his troops into 
the country ? The second Epoch embraces 
the interval between the commencement 
and conclusion of the last war between 
Austria an<l France — The escape of I^d 
Wellington after the battle of Tala#ra 
from entire destruction, is represented as 
miraculous; the miracle, however, could 
easily be explained by his Generals— 
After seeing 40,(KX) of their troops beat 
by half the number of British, they had 
no taste nor inclination for coming in con- 
tact with them again, and Lord Welling- 
ton remained in Spain for some time after 
the battle, in the presence of the enemy 
superior in numbers, who might have at- 
tacked him whenever they chose, and he 
retreated deliberately and unmolested into 
Portugal. The third Epoch commences 
with the peace of Vienna, when “ our 
“ true interest w'ould have been,^' says 
Buonaparte, ** to retire from that theatre, 
** and not to render ourseh es guilty of the 
blood which we caused to be shed.'' 
We ! as if we and not he were answer* 
able for all the enormities committed by 
himself and his troops in his infamous in- 
vasion of Spain ! But it is hinted that we 
might by negociation have preserved the 
integrity of Spain. — The integrity of Spain 
under its legitimate Sovereign ! He cannot 
mean ihal — for let us recollect w^hat an- 
sw'cr he returned when wc refused to enter 
into any negociation that should not in- 
clude Spain. This hint, however, has been 
thrown out on purpose to induce the Spa- 
niards to believe that we might have pre- 
served the integrity of their country. 
That the treatj^ between this Country and 
Spain was ncgociatcd under the Ministry 
of Mr. Canning, and not the Maiquis 
Wellesley, as he asserts, is a circumstance 
scarcely worth noticing, unless it be to 
shew how eager he is to distort facts, in 
order to shew his hatred of all the Wel- 
lesley family, particularly Lord Welling- 
ton. It is Inuvhuhle to see what spleen he 
discovers against his Lordship, what con- 
versations he invents between him and 
Portuguese Oflicers, in order to have it 
supposed that the Portuguese are dissatis- 
fied with him. But the laying waste the 
country between our army and the French 
excite* the anger of Buonaparte almost to 
madness. It is atrocious— it is unexam- 
pled— it is the act of a Turk and a Tartar. 
It is making the country a detert. Mas- 

i 
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sena first advanced this charge, and Buona* 
parte repeats it — — Massena ! It is amus- 
ing to hear this man, the most inifeelmg 
of Buonaparte’s Chiefs, talk of humanity 
and the laws of nations and of war. It is, 
however, evident that if he only affects to 
feel for the Portuguese, he feels sensibly 
enough for his own troops, who in the 
time of harvest find a desert, the fruits of 
the field having been destroyed, noi by the 
British, hut by the inhabitants themselves; 
thus preferring poverty to slavery, and flying 
from their habitations, appalled by the ap- 
proach of those humane observers of the laivs 
of war and of nations — the bands of Mas- 
sena.-— The article concludes with some 
assertions which will be instantly acknow- 
edged as truisms— One is, that where- 
“ ever France is predominant, noble and 
** generous sentiments govern, and that 
her troops never violate the property of 
'' individuals! !"* — another is, that “ when- 
'' ever France shall be Mistress of the Sea, 
the generosity of her character will be 
'' felt, for the liberality of her maritime 
principles will be the same as her prin- 
** ciples upon land.” — We have not the 
least doubt of it. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
EXTRACT 

Foma French paper, entitled The Journal 
DE l’ Empire; translated for, and, in Lon- 
don^ first published in, tf^c Times qf the *2.bth 
September, To which is subjoined the Com- 
mentary, or Answer of the Courier News- 
^ paper of the 25th of Sept, 

Analysis of the Politics of England 
AND r HAS CE ,^( Concluded from p, 512,) 
—■In order to have sailors, they are 
pressed, they are carried ofl'in the public 
streets without law, and like savages. In 
these expeditions men are beaten, they 
are killed ; every where authority acts 
w ith violence. I'he English Government 
then has all the characteristics of tyranny 
and oppression ; it employs the bayonet 
and the cannon to keep in obedience one 
of the principal divisions of its empir»>, 
and to restrain its capital ; it shackles six 
A tniHions of its citizens in the exercise of 
their religion. 

France. — All the powers allied to 
France are aggrandized ; all the countries 
united with it receive fraternal treatment; 
tolemtion, there, is entire and absolute ; 
within the circumference of the Louvre is 


the Chapel of St Thomas, where Protes- 
tants olliciate i the emperor appoints and 
pays the Bishops and Clergy, the Presi- 
dents of the Consisiory, the Ministers 
organize the seininaiies *ud the schools 
of Geneva and Montauban. Civil autho- 
rity p^s no right to restrain the con- 
science ; this is the principle of the French 
mona.-eby. No troops are necessary in 
the united countries. Piedmont, -Tuscany, 
Genoa, liad not 15()0 troops when the Em- 
peror was at Vienna. There were only 
1200 men in garrison at Paris. The con- 
scription was h'vicd, taxes were exactly 
paid, and every thing w as tram|uil. At 
no time has an armed torco been employ- 
ed since the close of the revolution; and 
the Emperor promenades in the midst of 
the crowd which covers the Carousel, or 
in the pivk of St. Cloud in his chariot and 
four, at sUw pace, with the Empress, and 
a single page, and amidst. 150,000 specta- 
tors surrounding his carriage, and blessing 
the father of the country. Opinion is all 
powerful in Frante, from the Iowr.st clasa 
to the highest: all listen to reason, and 
march when the trumpet soundri. The 
conscription is vegulatiMl like the taxes ; it 
is levied without commotion, without 
disorder ; the Magistrates of the people 
preside over tlie whole, there is nothing 
of violence or tumult to be seen. 

ANSWER 

Given to the alwve by our Courier 
• News-paper, 

One of the French Papers has favoured 
the worTd vVith an analysis of the financial, 
commercial, and political situation of 
England and of France. We wonder for 
the meridian of whose mind, or what 
country it could have^been destined ; cer- 
tainly not for this country, where its fal- 
lacies and falsehoods will be detected by 
the meanest understanding — certainly not 
for France, where the people must togA, 
if they arc not^more di.sposcd to indulge a 
feeling of indignation, at the barefaced im- 
position. Hardly, we should think, could 
the author suppose that his ana)y.sis could' 
deceive ibe continent, smarting, as li 
docs, under the restrictions imposed hy 
Buonaparte.— To enter into any serious 
review or reply to such a statement would 
be absurd. We shall content ourselves 
with merely drawing the attention of our 
readers to some of the most proniiiient 

lies : Money is so abundant in 

France, that the rate of interest is from 
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1. to 5 par cent ! — ^Ihc manutaclares of I 

Frartce never prospered so much.” i 

Eiii*lisb commerce has diminished one> 
third ! ! Let th^^Mdun and Berlin decrees 
continue in torce a lew y<jars longer,” 
(what \ has notltuonafiaite d' elaied them 
repealed from the i^i November?) ** and 
they will be felt a reiitury after they 
have been revoked,” (Yes ! in Fiance!) 

'rraiKjuillity cannot be maintained 

in London without an armed force ! The 
King of England durst not go abroad uii- 
attenJ«^d ! lie has ten times been near 
assassinated ! lie will take care not to go 
among the crowd ; ho could not do it with 

impunity ! I” ‘‘ All the countries 

united with France receive fiateinai treat- 
ment.” (liolland, for instance, and Spain 

when she. was allied with France). 

“ The Emperor promenade^ in flic midst, 
of a crowd in a chariot and hnfr, at .slow 
pace, with a single ri.igc ! ! !” Opi- 

nion is all powc lul ii'i France; all listen 
to reason, audmau h when the trumpet 
sounds.” (Til.' roicc of reason is spoken 
through the tnirnpcl). The conscrip- 

tion is levied without commotion.” (Opi- 
nion, so all powcrtul in France, is of course 
in favour ol the conscription.) 


America — TH^patch from (he Honourahk 
David Erskine to Mr, Secretary ( 'anniiv*, 
dated Washington, Hd of December, 1^108. 

Sir ; — ^Thc Government and Congress 
have been quite at a toss how to act in 
the present e.xtraordinary andembarrasiiiig 
situation of their public aiiairs, apd they 
have not yet determined upon the mea- 
sures ivhic'h th^ mean to pursue ; but i 
think that 1 may venture to assure you, 
that the course of conduct recommendeil 
by the Coininiitee oV the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to which was referred the docu- 
ments mentioned in the Presidem’s Mes- 
sage to Congress, will, in substance at 
least, be adopted tor the present, with cer- 
tt»in amendments, so as to give some time 
previous to its going into operation. — It is 
not, however, denied by lliose even w ho 
have introduced this measure, that it is 
only of u temporary nature, and that the 
United Slates may be driven to adopt u 
more decided. course of conduct against 
the Belligerents before the present Con- 
gress closes, or at any rate soon after the 
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meeting of the new Legislature, in conse- 
quence of the feelhig.s and sentiments of 
the Eastern division of the United Stales, 
which ha.s almost universally expressed a 
disapprobation of tiic continuance of the 
Embargo, and has begun to shew symp- 
toms of a determination not to endure it 
much longer. — The Govcnuuejitand party 
ill power, unequivocally express their re- 
solution not to remove the Embargo, ex- 
cept substituting ivpr mea.surcs against 
the Belligerents, unless either or both 
should relax their rest! ictions upon neutral 
commerce. — Upon this subject some ini- 
portanl communications have been niade 
to me by Mr. Madison, and several of the 
Membei'.s of this Government, which I will 
accordingly lay b»*fare you, as 1 confident- 
ly believe they were delivered from an 
unfeigned tiesire that they might produce, 
the ciiVct of leading, if pos.silde, to some 
adjii'.lmcnt of iheiv diUerenres with Great 
Britain, so as to enable the Government 
and the nation to extricate themselves 
fiom the present very distressing dilemma 
in wliicii they arc involved. — Mr. Madison 
(•::pres.sed his firm conviction, that when 
the documents ref rred to m the Presi- 
dcnt\s Message diooulbe seen by his Ma- 
jv«,iy's (government, and the corrospond- 
oiK<‘s bctw’eeii their Minister in France 
with the I'U'iicIi Minister, respecting the 
Dcciees of Berlin and Milan, .should he 
clclibciately considered ; particnUirly the 
siiong remonstrance 1)1 Mr. Armstrong to 
the Fr -i rii (fovrrnnn nt, of the I2th No- 
vemSor, l<->07, iliat it v\oald be acknow- 
ledged, that the United Slates bad exerted 
rdl the eitbrls which renionstraiices could 
have been sup:)oscd to be capable of pro- 
ducing; and tlial ill failure of any eilect 
fro.n them in pei.suading the French Go- 
vernment to withdraiv their unjust restric- 
tions upon neutral commerce, recourse 
might have been had by the United States 
to measijre.s of more activity and decision 
against France ; but that in the mean 
time Great Britain had issued her Orders 
ill Council, before it was known whether 
the United States would acquiesce in the 
aggressions of France, and thereby ren- 
dered it impo.«:sible to distinguish between 
the conduct of the two Belligerents, who 
had equally committed aggressions against 
the United States. 

CTo be continued,) 
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•• Masaena affects to be borror>struck at the ravages we have committed (io Portugal) in cuctmc 
** down the com, destroying the mills, and making a desert of the country. This part of his letter 
pleases ut most. He knows, that it is not the English that have done, or could have done, this, 
without the consent of the Portuguese. This part of his- letter plea.ses u$, because it shows the dispo. 
rition and spirit of the people of Portugal ; their unconquermblc hatred to the French, their unanmens 
** determination to resist him, with alt their mi^ht and loith all their strength. Blighted be the com 
** (exclaim the gallant and loyal Portuguese) and blasted the grass, wherever the hoof of Frenchman 
treads ! May the earth yield him neither food nor water ! And, may his unburied bones bleach the 
ground ha would have reduced beneath his yoke.*’— — Courier, a London News-paper, 19th Sept. 
2810. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

P0KTU6AL. Look at the motto, Eng- 

liih reader ; look at the motto ! and, 
when you have so done, and have taken a 
little time to call to your recollection 
what 1 have, week after week, stated to 
you, in the way of repeating the asser- 
.lions of these prints, relative to the happy 
prospect of affairs in Portugal and Spain. 
When you have taken time for this, and 
have particularly called to mind, what has 
been said about the love of the Portuguese 
for us, and their animosity against the 
French. When you have taken time for 
this, you may as well take a look at the | 
following account of the Conspiracy in 
Lisbon, the capital of Portugal, which, it 
appears, has lately been detected, and of 
which as little has ticen said, as was said 
about a late conspiracy amongst the jour- 
neymen printers, to obtain a rise in their 
wages ; nay, much less has been said 
about it, especially in the Morning Post 
news-paper, which told us, a little while 
UTO, that the People of Portugal had 
advertised for a plan of a monument, 
to render eternal the memory of the gra- 
titude of the Portuguese nation towards us 
for having defended them against their in- 
vaders and secured the independence of their 
country.— The account I am now about 
to insert is taken from the same public 
print, whence my motto is taken ; and 
the ^itor of which seems not to have any 
sense of shame in giving a .statement of 
fkets so directly in the teeth of all his 
former assertions upon tjie subject. He 
introduces his account thus:— We 
** have inserted some particulars relative 
to the detestable ccns^acy lately* disco- 
" vered at Lisbon. U was confined to 
the h^het orders — the hearts of the people 
** being sotmd.aud unanimous against the 
French. 7he object of the conspiracy 
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was to massacre the British, and to de« 
** liver bp the capital to the enemy. That 
the experience of the French yoke, that 
subjf*ction to French requisitions, Frcjich 
** conscriptions, and French pillage, should 
have produced so little eflr ct, as to leave 
** one man in any rank of life, in any 
country, desirous of being exposed a 
** second time to such evils, excites in us 
*'an equal degree of astonishment and 
'' disgust f^Mzy signal VENGFANCE 
be inflicted upon the Consjjirators I 
** Perhaps the most signal that could be 
inflicted would be to send them where 
** they might enjoy, in the fullest mea- 
** sure, the blessings of Buonaparte’s go- 

vernment.” Such is the preface. 

Then comes the account in the shape of 
Letters from Lisbon, dated on the J.5th 
of September, at (i o’clock in the evening. 

'^A plot of a most sanguinary nature 
** has just been found out. Above IGO 
molt respectable inhabitants have been 
apprehended, among them the Mart^uis 
Abrantes. On the 29tlt of this month a 
general massacre qf the Britidi was to 
nave taken place.! The conspiracy cx« 
‘'tends throughout the country; at Tbmar^ 
" Coimbra, and other towns in the interior, 
" depots of arms have been found. In 
** consequence of the number of prisoners 
confined, 1 have just learnt from good 
“ authority, that the Regency expect a 
" rescue, and which was to have taken 
'' place or may take place this night. It 
"was arranged in this^manner This 
" day the Cathedral, it being the anniver- 
"sary of the expulsion of the French 
" from Lisbon, turned out a ^rand pro* 
" cession of Priests, Ac. This evening 
" they are to go round again. About o(W 
" of tlic rebels were to be clothed in Bri* 

" tish uniforma, and which have this day 
" been found ; the Priests were to be fired 
" on, ia order to make the pophlaoo imsr 
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gine that it was by the British sohbers ; 
« others were to cut ofVas many of us as 
•' they could fin<l, and others to release the 
** prisoners confined at a small iiisiilatcd 
" fort near Belem? In order to he on our 
guard, oflicers are ordered tip to the 
•' castle, where our men arc quartered from 
** their billets in town. 'I'he business of 
^ the rescue must either take place to- 
“ night or to-morrow, as those prisoners 
" arc to l)c embarked for Brazil on Monday. 
" It is a most vUc conspiracy; a Portuguese 
‘‘ lady, married to a French General, 
" made the happy discovery.” — Among 
the persons taken up at Lisbon, as con- 
cerned in this Conspiracy, are the fol- 
lowing 

" Ml*. Uatson, a French merchant and 
“ Member of the Board of Trade. 

“ VANOiaLi, a principal house of«trade, 
" and Member of the same Boardi 
'' Samfiiayo, a nobleman. 

Judge Maiu'akenha. 

** Cat.iuiaso, employed formerly by a 
'‘ late defaulter who lived in his house. 

" BuFRciico, a Frenchman. 

“ Mordant, an English merchant. 

Marchioness D’Alvito. 

" Jeromk Estaves and son, of the Po- 
" lice Office. 

“ Dr. Almeida, a Physician in the first 
" practice. 

" Brencamt, a merchant much re- 
spected. 

" Pelligrini, a painter not long since 
in London. 

" Morf.li, Estavkb, Joslfh Saldana, 
*' &c. &c. , 

Lord W. has taken up the line of po- 
sitions he probably all alojig intended, 
“ afler the fall oT’ Almeida, and hunger 
" will, 1 fancy, keep the French fiom ad- 
** vancing. ^'cnU ^reat wid rich, but 
'' suspected men, have been taken up as 
" partisans to the enemy. It is said they 
" are to be sent to the Brazils : some 7 /mt- 

" chants figure aivaj^ in tho throng." 

Another Letter says Treachery, i am 
" hpppy to say, does not pervade the 
" lower classes either in or out of LlNbon. 
" I iiave lately returned from a northern 
" tour, and 1 find that the people every 
" where are well disposed. Their haired 
'' of the French and love of the English is 

'* confirmed.” Another Letter says : — 

" The British army, not including the 
" Portuguese, now amounts to about 35,000 
" men, without the late arrivals. Further 
" reinforcements are expected in our har- 
hour daily, so as ty increase it to \(),ooo, 


and then we need fear little. The 
French force directly opposed to ours 
" does not exceed so far as we can learn 

" about 50,000.” Another Letter says: 

— " We are informed that Regnier, with 
" a considerable force, has crossed the 
" Tagus, near Alcantara, to proceed to 
" the southward. His motions are watch- 
" ed by the brigade under General Hill, 
" and the Spanish army under Marquis 
" Romana. The head>q*uarters have been 
'' removed to Gouvea, but the cavalry 
" under General Cotton still remains at 
" Celorico.— The Portuguese army under 
" Marshal Beresford, - has recovered from 
" the impression made by the fall qf Almeida. 
" They, as well as the British troops, are in 
" high health and spirits ; while the French 
" are compelled to suffer every depriva- 
" tion, and in every respect are in a mi- 

serable condition.” Another Letter 

says “ This city, since Monday, has 
“ put me in mind of the French Revolution. 
" Domiciliary visits— persons of the first 
" property, character, &c. to the amount 
“ of 1 00 to 200, have been taken frmn their 
" beds, during the night, and lodged in va- 
“ rious prisons ; — no access — no commmica’- 
" tion even with child or wife. This day all 
** are ordered to be put on board ships now 
preparing, to be transported, they say, to 
" Cape de Verd. All is conjecture ; for 
'' numbers arc persons of age, long stands 
" 27ig, or natives — wen of character, pro- 
** periy, &c. ; in short, there is no canaille. 
** No examination of any has taken place ; 
“ 6,000/. money down, has been offered for 
one to stay here and stand trial. On my 

life, this is fact,” &,c. &c. Another 

says " 'fhe Plot. The mystery of tha 
foregoing arrests has been explained to 
" us through other channels, as follows : 
" ‘ Lord Wellington had intercepted a 
" correspondence carrying on between 
“ the enemy and a parly in Portugal ini- 
'' iiiical to the English, in consequence of 
which about 200 persons (principally no- 
** bilUy and persons in (he higher classes) had 
" been arrested in Lisbon, and embarked on, 
" ship-board. It is also understood that a 
quantity of concealed arms have •een 
" found. Report states that their plan was, 
** to cause Lisbon to be set on tire in several 
places at once, and in the confusion to 
massacre all the Engliah aud their 
" friends, at the same moment that Mas- 
" sena Was to make a general attack on 
" Lord Wellington’s army. Bc.sides thosef 
" arrc.stcd in Lisbon, there had been a 
" numhei' taken up in the interior.’ 
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Another Lettrr says : — " The plot in- 
eluded the Mowing up of all the pow- 
der in the English magazines^ and tak- 
ing possession of the works in the rear 
« of the British army, with the view of 
« placing Lord Wellington between two 
fires, and depriving him of the means of 
defence. The explosion of the maga- 
'' zinc at Almeida is said to have been a 

'' part of this plot.'^ Now, if all this 

be true, what are we to think of such per- 
sons as the writers of the Mokning Post 
and the Courier, wlio have, from the com- 
mencement of the campaign, so grossly 
abused the Morning ChrOxVicle and 
every other writer or publication, express- 
ing a doubt as to the disposition of the 
people of Portugal ? The Morning Chro- 
2 iiclc lias been accused of publishing in- 
telligence, sent to it by " traitors,*^ be- 
cause that intelligence expressed a fear as 
to the result of the campaign in Portugal ; 
and this appellation of traitor was, it will 
be remembered, given to oflicers of our 
own army by the writer of the Morning 
Post. No wonder, then, that oflicers, or 
other persons, in Portugal, are shy as to 
what they write, and that the proprietors 
of papers here are shy as to what they 
publish. Men do not, under any circum- 
stances, like to be called traitors; and, 
especially, men who arc abroad, and under 
military law. Hence it is, that this plot, or 
conspiracy, has bursted upon us, all at 
once, when the great body of the people 
in England must have supposed, that the 
Portuguese were all devotion to our cause, 
and all animated with unconquerable 
hatred towards the French. It was no 
longer ago than about the 8,th of August, 
that the Moniing Post told its readers of 
the fashionable world, that ** there was 
no ground for any apprehensions as to the 
** rcvsult of the campaign on the frontiers 
of Portugal; that we ought still to 
cling fondly'* to the hope, that the 
cause of Spain and Portugal was not 
*• desperate ; that independently of the 
** natural strength of Portugal, there are 
^‘ various fortified places, which are ade- 
•• quately garrisoned, must be regularly 
** besjjtged, among which are Eivas, Ai^ 
meim, Peniche, St. Julien, and Caceras; 
that besides we have complete military 
possession of the country ; that all its 
resources are at our disposal ; that the 
*' people are hearty in their cause, and strenu- 
** ous in their exertions ; that w'e have again 
** a large fleet, and the whole sea-coast is 
within our controul ; and that under 


“ such, and all those cireiimsiances, it 
would be dastardly to despnii* of tlie fate 

« of Portugal.*' After thir. were we to 

expect, that a plot for |he massacre of the 
English army was hatching in Lisbon, 
and that it would extend all through the 
country? We are a ** thinking pcAqile/* 
we are told ; but, surely, we were not to 
think of such a thing as this ? When ihrse 
notions relative to the fidelity anti love of 
(he Portuguese were spreading about, 
when these w'crc daily published in Lon- 
don, it would have been almost ns much 
as a man's !(/€ was woiili to say that he 
doubted of that fidelity ami iovo. And, 
yet, out comes a ctuispiracy upon us. all 
at once, while these asseitldiis were be- 
lieved all over the country. Ihit, there 

was something still move deeisivc as to 
this point in what we were told was the 
copy 8f a Letter from General (I beg his 
pardon. Marshal) Beresford to His F'xcel- 
lency Don P. Forjaz, dated Lagio. a, 7th 
of August, J8I(), which, as wc were told, 
settled the point, with regard to the disposi- 
tion and conduct of the Portuguese, and 
part of which was given us in these words: 

It gives me much pleasure to inform 

your Excellency of the EXCEl.LFNT 

« DisposrnoNs of all classics 

** OF PEOPLE, shewing every where the 
utmost zeal and loyalty in defence of l/icir 
country, and the MOST DEEIDED Dlv 
'^TESTATION OF THIO COMMON 
ENEMY, who justly deserves it, by his 
'‘•unwarrantable conduct, and by the acts 
” of violence and excesses of every des- 
“ cfiptipn, which he daily commirs. In 
all places, the people rather leave their 
" homes, than submit, to the necessity of 
** affording the enemy any kind of assistance, 
" and thus evince a most ardent love of 

" their country.” People of England ! 

" TAm^mg^vpeople” of England ! Do look 
at this and think a little about it ; if, in- 
deed, you do not think that the thinking 
season i.s passed. One cannot remark upon 
this. Ona can only just put it upon paper 
again, and leave it to be contrasted with 
the facts that arc come out since, and 
that are' now published by these same 
prints only because they cannot be disguised 
any longer ; for, if they could, they cer- 
tainly would not have been publi.shed 

now. In the Register of the 22nd 

of last month, page 442, will be hmnd 
the Lord- Viscount Talavcra's Order to 
his Army, relative to Officers writing 
intelligence from the army, which in- 
telligence got into news-papers, and did 
S 2 
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great ** mischirf** The Morning Post, in keep our guess io ourselves ; for, as Iago 
speaking of this order, made, on the 13th says, even slaves are free to think, and, 
of September, the following observations : surely, then, this freedom will not be dq- 

** We happy to see that Lord Wei- nied to the free and thinking people of 

** lington has not left unnoticed the let- England — It has been a rule with me 
ters of Officers of Rank,* or ratlier.of not to make any assertion, respecting the 
RANK TRAITORS /o their country , who war in Portugal, good or bad ; and, even 
have been continually propagating re- to refrain from giving any opinion as to 
ports and fancies most injurious to the com- any event, or as to the result, of that war. 
mon cause. We have often noticed the 1 have merely stated what the ministerial 
evil tendency of these letters, as pub- news-papers have said, and have pointed 
lished in the Opposition Papers, and we out the conclusions to be drawn, suppos- 
** have now only to remind our Readers ing the premises io he /rttc.— This is the 
** that so far back as the middle of July mode 1 shall pursue, with regard io the 
** last, these Journals represented on the plot, said to have been discovered at Xis- 
faith of such letters that the British bon ; for, I, by no means, take upon me 
army was in full retreat from Portugal, to assert, that there has been any plot at 
" and that the inhabitants of Oporto were all discovered. But, if there has been a 
shipping oil themselves and their pro- plot discovered, and, if what I have abota 
« perty with the utmost precipitation, extracted from the Courier news-paper be 
** Such are the desperate arts, to which /he- true, there are some remarks, which, 
** tion will have recourse, and in which it though, perhaps, they are too obvious not to 
is so seriously to be lamented that any have presented themselves to the reader, 

real British (IHiccr, of any rank, could so I cannot refrain from making. But, w'e 

far disgrace himself as to become in- should first hear the Mobninc Post of to- 

« volved."' After this, it was not to be day (Thursday 4lh Oct,;) for, without 

expected, that we should have much intel- that w e shall have but half our matter be^ 

ligenco from the army in Portugal, or, in- fore us. One would have expected, 

deed, from any part of Portugal, where, that the writer of this print, who had so 
of course, military law is predominant, reproached and abused, who had calum* 
Whcn ofiiccis of our army saw themselves niaied, in the grosiTest manner, all those, 
held forth as :iaitors for having conveyed who discovered signs i^f doubting as to. the 
home had ne^s to iheli friends .and corres- disposition of the Portuguese, and who had, 
pondoiit.^, it was quite natural to expect, in more than one instance, insinuated that 
that those oificcrs would send no more Lord Grexvtli.e and Lord Giiev wished 
new’s home to their iriends. Hence it ic the destruction of the ‘English army in 
that this plot ha.s bursted upoti us all at PoiTuga!. because they had given it m 
once; and, seeing what we have seci^ is their opinion, that the people of Portugal 
there a man in his senses, who can believe w’ere not di>poscd to defend their own 
Miat we now know the uors/ that has hap- country against ibe French ; one w’ould 
pened ? What officer, or what other man, have expected, that even this writerwould, 
with a denunciation, like that above-quot- upon an occasion like this, when he himself 
ed, hanging over his head, will venture to was recording the verification of the fears, 
put into a letter his thoughts upon the the opinions and the predictions of those, 
state of affairs in Portugal, if those thoughts whom he had so foully calumniated, and at 
are contrary to what is wished at home ? whose predictions he had ailected to 
And how, in such a state of things, is it laugh, as being little better than the 
possible, that wc should, through the dreams of ideots ; one w*ould have ex- 
means of the press, come at the truth ? It pected, that even this writer, upon an oc- 
Is impossible; and, with respect to Por- casion such as this, would, firom an impulse 
with respect to Spain and of shame, too strong for human nature, 
Sicily, we must expect no truth through though blimted and hardened by vei|^]ity, 
I lie means of the press. We shall never to resist, have acknowledged his error, 
hear of the existence of danger, ^till the and begged pardon of those, upon whom 
disaster has actually taken place. There he had emptied the depository of his filth, 
is no power on earth can prevent us from This is what one would have expected, 
knowing what say : they speak in a even from a writer like tbisj but, asJf toaf- 
voice that will be lieard ; and from one, ford full justification to all that has been said 
we may guess at another ; from the past ofwritersof his description, he has, by bis 
we may gue$s at tbo provided we conduct upon this occasion, given us com* 
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plete proof, that, where venalUy has gotten 
possession, there is no room for shame. 
Having suppressed, as far as he was able, 
the intelligence from Lisbon, relating to 
the conspiracy, he publishes the following 
observations It is consolatory to re- 

fleet that the late conspiracy was 
smothered, and its authors seized, with- 
out the slightest dilhculty, contusion, 
or alarm ; and their resources are now 
employed for the defence of their country, 
** instead of bein^ applied to the aid of its 
<< invaders. Considerable surprize has been 
expressed that there should be a French 
** party, or a French interest of any mo- 
ment, among the Portuguese ; and, we 
'' have no doubt, that some of the patriotic 
writers will regard it as a proof that the 
•^people, so far from bein^ universally san^ 
guine, are not unanimous in the cause in 
•which vje are engaged with them ; that, 
on the contrary, they regard the French as 
«« their friends, and are prepared to •welcome 
** and support them. In answer to these 
remarks, we have to observe, first, that 
** it is not surprisif^ that Napoleon should 
find worshippers, and the French ready 
•• instruments for the extension of their 
domination in other countries, when 
' even here, even in Britain, the boasted 
' land of freedom ; and even among the 
* pure patriots, the foremost advocates of 
' liberty, there are found open and pro- 
'fessed vindicators of every part of the con- 
' duct qf ** the gfeat man and the great 
' nation.** Can Mr. Coudett be asto- 
nished that there are men like him at 


^ Lisbon ? And if he dares to hold up to 
' Britons the excellencies of Buonaparte*s 
character and, government, can he be sur- 
' prised, that among people so fai* behind 
' us in freedom, intell^ence, and evety thing 

• essential to the happiness of a nation, sirni- 

* lar preachers should exert themselves 
^ with belter hopes of success ? The 
' known arts of the French, the intrigues 
' of their partizahs, and the corrupt and 

• restless spirit they leave in every place 
« where they have once had a footing, 
' will make it ea^ for persons of general o?- 

seroaticn to percevoe that this remnant qf 
'* FrencLinterest was pr eserved at l^isbon ever 
since the Convention qf Cihtra, escaping 
'* notice by its quietness and secrecy, till 

* conceiving the favourable mqpient for 
executing its treacherous designs at 

' hand, it began to put itself in hiotion ; 
and its first acts led directly to its dis- 


' covery and destruction. We know not 
* whether we should aUogeth4il| commend 


« the moderation, with xvhich the indivi- 
duals arrested have been disposed qf; but 
It IS certainly an indication of the ©cr- 
feet security <f the Government^ as v/eU as 
" of the loyalty qf the people, that such an 
" offence could have been passed over 
" without the necessity of sacrificing a 
single life, either for the purpose of ter- 
'' rifying the treason of the disloyal, or 
gratifying the vengeance of the attacked.'* 
First, as to what is here said of my- 
self, 3 *ou, reader, have the pages of the 
Register in your possession ; ray writings 
do not need to be extracted into other 
works, like those of this writer, in order to 
be preserved. Yon have the several vo- 
lumes of ihe Register before you ; and, if 
you find, in the course of all those volumes, 
one sipgle instance oi' praise, either of the 
character or the government of the Emperor 
Napoleon ; if you find one single in- 
stance of my speaking of “ the great man 
*• and the great nation;** if you find one 
single inst-cince of my attributing cxce/Zf/ice 
to Napoleon's character or government ; 
if you find one single instance of my hav- 
ing said any thing, which can, by any 
means whatever, be twisted into such a 
meaning, 1 will be content to he put upon 
a level with the worst defender and eulo- 
gist of despotic sway, even the writer of 
the Morning Post, who is the instructor 
of our fashionable W'orld. — 1 have, 
iudeed, said, that Napoleon was pouter^ 
ful, or, at least, that I feared he was; 
and 1 have ventured, sometimes, so far 
as say, that I greatly questioned the 
truth of the accounts of his death, which 
we have, from time to time, received, 
throu{^h the channel of the Morning Post. 
I confess, too, that 1 have refrained from 
saying certain things against him, and 
have even presumed to give it as my opi- 
nion, that to call him, as our •* fashiona- 
ble World" does, an infamous in- 
** triguer, an arch tyrant, an infamous 
villain, a base upstart, a subtle, unpnn- 
cipled, vile, perfidious, base, detestable, 
'' infamous miscreant and murderer 1 
have presumed to give it as my opinion, 
that to call the Emperor Napoleon by 
these names cannot tend to the diminution 
of his power, either by land or by sea ; 
cannot make Mr. Perceval and Sic Vicary 
Gibbs any more a match for him tbsm 
they are now ; and, besides, I know, that 
it is unlawful to make use of these words 
towards the sovereign of France" (as he 
WM called upon Mr. Peltier's trial), unless 
law has changed sines thst lime. 1 have 
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thus refrained too, from being of opinion, 
that hard names do the man on whom tliey 
are heaped no hym ; but, on the con- 
trary, that if they are heaped upon him, 
for any length of time, they do him great 
good, and completely defeat both their 
object and their author, as has been expe- 
rienced by several unfortunate speculators 
in print, who have set up papers with the 
avowed resolution of demolishing me, 
who, after choaUing their readers with 
faishoods too flagrant and filth too foul 
even for Public Robbers and would-be- 
puhlic-robbcrs to swallow, and who, for 
their sins, shall STILL BK NAMELKSS*. 
Being of this opinion, and having this 
exam|)le before me, 1 have refrained from 
attempting to demolish Napoleon with 
hard words, and have used my hflmble 
endeavours to persuade my couiitVymcn, 
that, to resist his mighty power, great 
exertions both of valour -dud piblic spirit 
were necessary, and, above all things, a 
reform (if ahascs, and acowpktc demolition of 
CORRUPriON. Then, again, to restrain 
me from using hard names towafds the 
Emperor Napoleon (even if I could forget 
the speeches of the Judge and the Attorney 
(•cniral upon Mr. Peltier's trial) what need 
I more than the recollection, that he is 
now married into the family of our long- 
time ** August Ally” the Emperor of 
Austria, whose son-in-law he now is ? 
When 1 see that part of our National Debt 
consists of money lent to the Emperor*of 
Austria ; when 1 sec that we, the people of 
England, arc paying interest upon« this 
Debt annually ; ami, when 1 consider all 
that we have been palled upon to do for that 
Emperor, can I think of calling his son-in- 
law " an infamous villain, a base upstart, 

a subtle, unpriiicipletl, vile, perfidious, 
** base, detestable, infamous miscreant and 
'' murderer t” Can I ihink of thus becall- 
ing the son-in-law of our August Ally, an 
oily for whose defence we have expended 

so many many millions ? Having dis- 

posrd of this miserable attempt at a di- 
version, let us now examine this article in 
the itgular order, in which it lies before 
us. — ^The consolation, which this writer 
draws from the smothering of the conspi- 
racy is of a very curious sort ; namely, 
that the resources of the conspirators will 
now be employed in the defence of their 
country, upon which one need say no 
more, than this, that, according to this 

* ** Better be damn* d than nut be nam'd at all.*’ 

?OPI. 
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notion, a conspiracy is a good thing, espe- 
cially in time of war and with an enemy 
upon the frontier ; and, as, the more for- 
midable the conspiracy the more ample 
its resources will necessarily be, it would 
he, of course, a great source of strength to 
have one half of the country engaged in 

such conspiracy. We are next told, 

and with some anger, that considerable 
surprize has been expressed that there 
" should he a French party amongst the 
** Portuguese, ready to welcome the French 
“ as friends** And, if what this writer 
told us before, if what he has been telling 
the fashionable world” for months past, 
and if what he told them that Marshal 
Beresford had said ; if this, or any part of 
it, if only a ten thousandth part of it wac 
believed, was it not natural that people 
should be surprized at hearing of the dis- 
covery of a French party in Portugal, 
consisting of so large a portion of the 
well-informed part of the people ? No : it 
seems, that we were not to be surprized at 
this. We were not to he surprized at it 
at all ; and this same writer, who told us, 
over and over again, that the Portuguese 
were unanimous in their hatred ol the 
French, and, who accused of rank treason 
those who doubted of it ; this same writer 
now tells us, that it is not surprizing that 
Napoleon should find worshippers," 

even worshippers, in Portugal. We 

have, by this writer and his fellow- 
labourers, been abused, in every lorm of 
words, because we sometimes appeared to 
fear, that Napoleon was not so universally 
hated as they said he was. They told us, 
that he was so hated, in Holland and in all 
the countries, annexed to France, or under 
her sway, that revolt might be expected. 
We have been, within this fortnight, told, 
that he is afraid to move about unguarded, 
such is the hatred of him in France., 
Within th^ same space of time, we have 
been told, that his Marshals detest him ; 
that they have been conspiring against 
him ; and, though last not least, that Masu 
seiia himself was about to be recaijed 
upon suspicion. All this has been told as, 
within this fortnight, by this Morning 
Post writer, who now is not ashamed to 
say, in plain terms, that ** it is not suri- 
^’prizing that Napoleon should find tcor- 

shippers in Portugal." As to the 

cause of ‘this, we are told, that the « Por^ 
'' tuguese are less intelligent than wc are ; 
" that it is not surprizing that, amongst 
** such people, the preachers in favour of 
France ^ouldineet with success; that the 


POLITICAL REGISTElL-^Por/ttguh 



557] OCTOBER 6, 

« known arts of the French, and the intrigues 
** of their partizans, and the restless spirit 
they leave in ercfy place where they have 
** once had a footing, will make it very easy 
far persons of general observation to 
perceive, that this remnant of French in^ 

terest was preserved in Lisbon,** Well, 

then, if it was so easy to perceive this, why 
didyott not perceive it? And, if you did 
perceive it, why did you not tell your read- 
ers so ? At any rate, why did you tell them 
the exact contrary ? And, still worse, wdiy 
did you abuse, and represent as rank trai- 
tors, all those who expressed their fears as 
to the disposition of the Portuguese ? Yes; 
it was very easy to perceive, that there was 
a remnant of French interest in Portugal. 
The fact was not only perceived, but it 
was stated, and several times stated, in 
the Morning Chronicle ; but, you denied 
the statement, and, according to your 
usual practice, for want of fact or argu- 
ment, you abused tlie writer, ami repre- 
sented him as wishing for that of the 
existence of which he expressed his/c-ar^. 
This was your dealing towards him : and, 
those who abetted you by the counte- 
nance they gave your paper, liave, in tin ir 
present disappointment and mortihcatioii 
their just reward. But, who are the per- 

sons, in Portugal, on whom French arts, in- 
trigues, this French have had 

so much eifect ? Who are the persons ; 
what is the description of them, who were 
so unintelligent as tso be seduced by the 
French partizans, and led aw'ay by the 
which the French leave behind them, 
in every place, where they have once had a 
footing? Who are they ? Not the ** mob;** 
i\oti\ie, ** rabble ;** not the ** swinish rnulti- 
** tude,** No : but '' people of property ; 
« PERSONS OF AGE, LONG-STAND- 
'' ING, MEN OF PROPERTY.^' This is 
what w e are told ; and, amongst the persons, 
who are particularly named, there is an 
English merchant, tw'o members of the Board 
of Trade, an eminent physician, an eminent 
painter, two noblemen, a marchioness, and a 
judge. These, it seems, arc, according to 
this writer, unintelligent persons, easily led 
astray by the arts and intrigues of Fren^ h 
preachers ! — ^Now, you will please to 
observe, reader, that I do not say, that^ 
the account of the conspiracy, which I have* 
inserted above is true ; 1 do not say, that 
there has been any conspiracy at*all ; but, 
if there has been a conspiracy, and- if the 
above account of it be true, the Portu- 
guci^e are^aying but a very poor compli- 
ment to our cause; for it appears from this 
account, that the French have tli^ir friends 
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amongst the people of property, the emi- 
nent men of the learned prolossions, the 
gentry and nobility, wl^ilc our fiiends are 
amongst the " swinish multitude;* as the 
same description of persons ;»ro, by the 
Anti- Jacobins, called in this country. So' 
that we appear to be reduced to this di- 
lemma : either to allow that the comviott 
people have, at least, as much sense and virtue 
a«t the people of propert}'^, the great mer- 
chants, the learned men, the getdry and 
nobility ; or that the hVeiirh have on their 
side a great many of those persons who hon e 
most sense and most virtue. Upon which 
dilemma wc will leave the writer of the 
Morning Post, and his readers of the 
“ fashionable world” suspended, while we 
digress into an observation or two of a 

somevfhat mure general nature. We 

have se^ii,that, in Spain, and in Sweden the 
country, as far as it couhl he delivered up, 
has been delivered up by the nobility and 
the^^ri?^^ and rich. 'J'hat tlii-; has been tlic 
case in almost every ct'un I ry of Em ope, 
is a fact pretty well known. I know of no 
instance, in wlnili the common people have 
suiTCMidereil their country. 'I'o what, then, 
is ilii.s to be ast ribed ? 1 will not attempt 
to answer that question ; but, I am (piiie 
sure, that, if we insist (as we, doubtless, 
shall), that to surrender a country to Na- 
poleon is an act of folly or of bascni'ss, we 
must, at the same time acknowledge, lliat 
the nobility and the rick, in the countries 
so« surrendered to Napoleon, have been 
more foolish or more base iJian the coni- 
niort, people ; and, when we have made 
this acknowledgement, 1 think we sh-all 
not again patienll5^ hear the people ofEng- 
gland called a " swin’wli multitude,” and 
represented as untit to be. sutfered to open 
their lips upon an^ subject connected with 
public affairs. 1 had occasion to ob- 

serve, in speaking of the state of Holland, 
in the present volume, page *23(), that 
there was, and long had been, a niornl prin- 
ciple at work in favour of the views of Na- 
poleon, “ who ought to be considered not 
“ so much the leader of an army as the 
** agent qf that principle;** and, have we 
not now another proof of this prevailing 
principle? We are told*, indeed, th.it ihe 
hearts of the people in Portugal are 
“ sound;** but, who, 1 pray, were fo have 
used the five thousand stand of arm ? Who 
were to have “ massaered the British 
'* army }** Two hundred of the nobility and 
great merchants couhl not have done this, 
though aided by o. judge and a marchioness* 
Oh, no! The story is fa Ue altogether, or 
there must have been a large body of . men 
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concerned in the plot, or expected to be 
ready to aid in the execuiion of it. It is 
quite impossible, that a mere band of con- 
spirators could hare provided deposits of 
arms and ammunition to such an extent as 
to be able, as we are told, to place Lord 

Talavera's army between two fires, As 

to what is said to have been done to the 
persons arrested, it would, perhaps, be im- 
proper, with our present information, to 
say much. At any rate, 1 shall, agree- 
ably to my usual practice, relative to the 
Portuguese War, offer no opinion. We 
are told, that they were seized in their i 
beds, and thrown into prison, without 
being suffered to hold any communica- 
tion with child or wife; that they were 
going to be transported instantly ; and 
that, nn the part of one particulac per- 
.«on, <>,OtX) pounds had been ^^otfered 
for Jiiin lo be permitted to have a trial! 

- — And, upon this; yea, upon this it 
is, that the writer in the Morning Post, 
who insuucjs our fashionable world** 
obseives, that he ‘'knows not whether 
he should alt<»gether commend the wo- 
deration, with \\hich ihe prisoners have 
been disposed qf!” This is the senti- 
ment ot an English journalist, who pub- 
lis ies his work in the capital of England, 
and who^e paper bears the title of "the 
fashionable world !” But, he says, that, 
%vhaiever he may think, in other respects, 
of the punishmeiu (transportation without 
trial, it what he says in another part of ^is 
paper lie true ;) whatever he may think of 
the ftLodtrution of this punishment ; and 
though be may not be able to commend 
such moderation, he is quire sure, that it 
is " an indication v)f the perfect security of 
** the government, as well as of the loyalty of 
the people*' And, thus, J think, the 
thing is wound up in a most complete 
manner. Let us now look, a little, be- 

fore we close this article, at the situation of 

our army, and at its prospects. ^Theie 

alips out, as it were by accident, in the 
above I elation of the conspiracy, the state- 
ment, that “ the Portuguese army, under 
Marshal Beresfoid, recovered liom the 
** impression made by the full qf Almeida** 
What, then, there was, it seems, an im- 
pression made upon these gentlemen by 
the fall of Almeida ! What styrt of an im- 
pression we are not even now told, and 
we never before heard of any impression 
at all. As, however, they are recovered 
from this impression, it would seem, that 
the impression' was not a very pleasant 
one ; whii h, to say the truth, is not very 
wonderiul, if, as our news-papers informed 
119, there were several httodreds of men 


blown up ill the ^rrison, and if all these 
were, as now it appears was the case, Por* 

tuguese, ^We are told, now, that our 

army consists of 35,000 British soldiers, 
and that, when all the reinforcements ar- 
rive, there will be 40,000. We have, in 
our pay, 30,000 Portuguese soldiers, which 
together make SEVENTY THOUSAND. 
We are also told, in these last accounts, 
that Massena can bring only 50,000 men 
to face us in the field ; so, that we have, 
if these statements be true, 15,000 men, at 
least, more than he, lo bring into the 
held. How it happens that viscuunt Ta- 
lavera did, under such circumstances, suf- 
fer ihe French to besiege, and take Al- 
meida, 1 cannot pretend to .say ; neither 
am I able to judge of the noble viscoui.t*s 
reasons for retreating with so decided a 
superiority of numbers. These ne inat- 
ttrs, \^hich those who have obliged us by 
the above statements, will, in lime, doubt- 
less, be abUi to explain very much to the 

satisfaction of their readers. He must 

have been a very inattentive observer, 
who has failed to remark, that, when any 
untoward event, like that of the con-spi- 
racy in Portugal, takes place, there is 
seldom, if ever wanting, some piece of ex- 
traordinary good news to counterbalance 
it. It constantly happened thus in the 
good old anti-jacobin times of Pitt. Ac- 
cordingly, along with the account of the 
con.spitacy in Portugal, there came forth 
news of a battle in Portugal, in which bat- 
tle, Massena had been completely de- 
feated.’ . This news was brought up from 
Portsmouth, and said to have been got 
from on board the American sloop of war, 
the Hornet, which had just come from 
Ha vre-d e-grace. Whether this news be 
true, is more than I can pretend to say. 
Were 1 to judge from the past, I should 
conclude that it was false ; because, I have 
always perceived, that such news, did, in 
the end, prove to have been published for 
the purpose of withdrawing the public at- 
tention from the bad news with which it 
came out. It is, however, possible, that it 
may prove true ; and, if the above accooM 
of numbers be correct, there can, I should 
hope, be but very little doubt, that when 
a battle does take place, the victory will 
be on our side, seeing that, according to 
all the accounts which have been givei| 
as to superloriiy of numbers, we add 
heahb, plenty, fidelity, and the highest 
spirits ; while the army of Massena hai 
lung been in a starving condition, and 
sickness and desertion have beeO'deiijr 
thinning h|s ranks. 
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JjBFnRY. ^The following documents 

will show, that this poor man is alive ; 
and when the reader has gone through 
them, I have a remark or two to make 
upon the subject. 

" Office of iiis Britannic Majesty’s 
•• Consul.— I, Andrew Allen, jun. his 
« Britannic Majesty’s Consul for the 
' States of Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, 
'' do hereby certify, that William Stephen- 
' son. Esq. is a Magistrate for thU' county 
of Sqiiblk, in the State of Massachusetts, 

* and that Robert Jeffery made oath be- 
' fore him in iny presence. — Given under 

my hand and seal of othce, at Boston, 

* in the State of Massachusetts, this 14th 
day of July, in the year of our Lord, 
1810. W. S. Skinner, Pro Consul. 

" Boston, Suffolk.— LTwiVtfd States qf 
America, Commmxvealth of Massachusetts, 
** On this I4th day of July, in the year of 
" our Lord 18 lO, before me Wm. Steven- 
" son. Esq. a Justice of the Peace for 
' the County of Suffolk, by legal au- 
' thorny, appointed and sworn, and 
' dwelling in Boston aforesaid, personally 
' appeared Robert Jcflery, and made 
^ oath, ; hat the aftidavil hereunto annexed 
' contains the truth and nothing but the 
‘ truth. — III testimony whereof, I have 
' hereunto set iny hand, and aihxed my 
^ seal of office, the day and year above 

' written. — Win. Stevenson Just. Peace. 

• 

** At Weiihani, County of Essex, State 
'' of Massachusetts, in the United States 
of America, the ;7lh of June, ISJO, 
personally appeared Robert Jeffery, 
" blacksmith, who, being interrogated 
and examined, declares as follows, viz. : 
—That he is twenly-onc years of age ; 
was born^ at Polparo, in the county of 
" Cornwall, Great Britain. That in the 
•• summer of 16(>7, he shipped himself at 
** Polparo aforesaid on board the privateer 
schooner Lord Nelson, of Plymouth. — 
That the schooner, about eight days af- 
terwards, put into Falmouth, where he 
** was impressed by an officer belonging to 
and carried on board of his BritanTsic 
Majesty’s brig Recruit of 18 guns, com- 

manded by Lake, and appoint- 

ed Armouier’s Mate, and soon afterward 
sailed in the Recruit, for the West In- 
** dies, where she cruised for aboat three 
''months. The brig’s water, running 
" short, the crew were allowanced ; ami 
'* this Declarant being very thirsty, and 
" iinabk to obtain a sufficiency to quenich 

I 
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« his thirst, one Saturday evening went 
" to the becr-cask, and drew off about 
two quarts of beer into a bucket, drank 
« about three fourths of il^ and left ihe re- 
" mainder in the bucket, one of the crew 
" was present when this took place, and 
informed Captain Lake of it, who next 
" day asked this Declarant if it was be who 
" tapped the beer, to which he replied in 
** the affirmative, and Capt. Lake ordered 
'' the Serjeant of Marines to put him on 
•• the black list. — That be continued to do 
his duty as usual, and nothing else par- 
<< ticularly occurred until the Sunday fol- 
'' lowing. Captain Lake called him aft, 
** and said to him (Sombrero Island being 
then in sight)—* Jeffery, do you .see that 
* island ; do you know that 1 am going 
“ ' to lE);id you on it ?’ I'o which he re- 
plied jp the negative. Shortly after- 
*• wards. Captain Lake ordered the boat to 
be lowered down ; the Second Lieute- 
nant, a Midshipman, and lour mcMi. to 
land him on Sombrero Island. — That 
this Declarant wished to take his chahes 
with him, hut i.aptain Lake d<^nied him 
them, or any thing else, except wliai he 
** then had upon him, and when \[\v boat 
** landed him, ihe rocks cut his feet, upon 
** which the Lieuienant begueJ one of tue 
** men in the bOtitro spare him apaii oi'shoes, 
" which he did, and gave him u knite ; the 
Lieutenant ami Mnistiipman each gave 
'* him a handkerchief, and lolt him on the 
" Isjand ofSoinbrcro aforesaid, the Lirute- 
" nant having previously recunnuended 
him to keep a look out for vessels pass- 
'' ing.^T'liat Sombrero is a desolate 
“ island, without any inhabitant thereon, 
or sustenance of any* kind to support 
life, and he remained on it nine days 
without any foodv save about a dozen 
'* limpets that he picked off the rocks ; 
" bis drink was sometimes salt-water, at 
" other times rain water, which he found 
" in crevices of the rocks after a fail of 
rain. — That be saw several vessels pass, 
" and attempted to hail them, but wntliout 
effect, for they were too distant to hear 
"or see him, until the schooner Adams, df 
" Marblehead, John Dennis, M-aster, came 
'• to his assistance, look him off, and landed 
" him at Marblehead in the comity ol 
" Essex, aforesaid.” 

his 

Robert X Jeffery. 
mark 

The above Declaration and Examioa^ 
" lion taken by and in presence of 

'' J. Bamiby/' 
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Thus, then, thanks to Sir Francis Bur- 
i)ETT, we have got the glad tidings ol' this 
poor fellow’s safety. Look at his nar- 

rative, reader. fEngtish reader, look at the 
narrative of this English sailor ; this sailor 
of ifte Royal Navy of England / Look at 
it, and then tell me what your feelings 
are upon reflecting, that this narrative will 
be read all over the world ! The aime of 
this poor young man, then only eighteen 
years qf age, was the taking of two quarts 
of beer out of a barrel, at a time when he 
was stinted as to water ! Such was the 
crime, that doomed him to death the most 
horrible that imagination can conceive, 
and from which death he was preserved by 
the mere accidental assistance of a hu- 
mane foreigner. The rock cut his 

**feety^ he says! His clothes \yere re- 
fused him. This tallies with the ^vidtmee, 
which will be seen in the Register, VoL 
XVII, page 400 and onwards. The 
rock cut his feet and, one of the wit- 
nesses said, that, when the boat rowed ofl^ 
he cried, but said nothing ' This, indeed, 
when it was laid before the Honourable 
House, was enough to make the hair of 

the members stand on end. Jeffery 

was an impressed man, too. In short, every 
circumstance tends to heighten the horror 
which every good man M ill feel at this 
deed, committed, observe, not by one of 
the '' rabble;*^ not by one of the 7nob;'* 
not by one of the “ swinish multitude 
not by a jacobin or a leveller but by 
an Honourable Warwick Lake;’^ 

by the son of a Lord, whose family have a 
large pension, paid by the people. ’ 1 do 
not mean to say, that any of the rest of 
the family have any share in this act ; but, 
what 1 do wish is, that it should be clearly 
understood, that the ,act was not com- 
mitted by one of those, whom our fashion- 
able writers call jacobins,^— ^We are not 
informed, whether Jeffery is about to re- 
turn to England. 1 hope, however, that 
be will receive such assurances of protect 
tion and cotnptnstUion as shall induce him 
to come w’ilhout delay ; for, I am of opi- 
liioii, as, 1 think, the reader must be, that 
it is of great importance, that all possible 
pains should be taken to show, that the 
adt of Lake has the disapprobation of the 
whole government. King, Lords, and 
Commons. The thing is now become 
known to all the world, and it will be, it 
must be, an object of particular attention 
tn the Navy, not a sailor in which will fail 
to fix his eyes upon it and to bear it in his 
mind. Therefore, it is of the utmost im- 
portance ihat the conduct of the govern- 


ment, upon this occasion, should be such 
as to convince every one, that it not ,only 
abhors the act committed, but that it is 
anxious to make the suifering party every 
amends in its power to make, and that it 
is resolved to use its utmost endeavours to 
prevent such tyrannical acts in future. 
This, in my opinion, is absolutely neces- 
sary not only to the character of the go- 
vernment, but to the maritime service. 

The inquiries about Jeffery have been 
made, iittconsequence of an Address of the 
House of Commons to the King, upon mo- 
tion of Sir Francis Burdett. A Message 
will, 1 suppose, communicate to the House 
the result of the proceedings consequent 
upon that Address, and, perhaps, will an- 
nounce, that measures have been taken 
for the bringing of Jeffery to England, 
and allbrding him protection and compensa- 
tion, In the course of the proceedings, 
some occasion \vill, doubtless, . be found, 
for marking the cruel act with the repro- 
bation of both king and pririiament ; for, 
this would have more effect, perhaps, than 
any other measure. It will be recollect- 

ed, that, when Sir Francis Burdett first 
mentioned the thing, in the House, he 
said, having just pointed it out to tlte at- 
tention of the ministers, he should do no 
more at present, hoping that they would, 
themselves, take the matter up ; but that, 
if they did not, in the course of a few 
days, he would. 1 forget their answer, 
nor is it of much consequence. They did 
not bring the matter forward, and Sir 
Francis narrowly escaped being sent to 
the Tower himself, before he could do it* 
By a postponement of the discussion, re- 
lative to him, he, luckily, had time to 
bring on the discussion, and to carry his 
motion for an Address to the King, in fa- 
vour of Jeffery, just two days bfore the 
order was issued by the House for committing 

him to the Tower, Sir P'aancis Burdett 

has suggested many things to the House ; 
but, unless in this one instance, his advice 
has been rejected. Let us hope, how- 
ever, that the happy effect of having fol- 
lowed his advice, in this case, will be an in-' 
ducement for the House io follow it in future* 
At any rate, let it be clearly under- 
stood, that the discovery of Jeffery, and 
the opportunity thereby offered to the 
government of doing the poor fellow jus- 
tice, and of convincing the world, and es- 
pecially the sailors of the fleets, that the' 
government of England will spare no 
pains to come at truth and to do justice 
where the well-being of the sailors is con-* 
cerned ; Jet it be clearly understood, that> " 
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of all this good. Sir Fpancis Burdett, 
wlio was lately committed to the Tower, is 
tlie author. 

Royal German Legion. In my Re- 

gister of the 19th of September, p. syi-, 

1 inserted the following paragraph, from 
the Times news- paper of Monday, the 

17ih of that month. “ On Thursday a 

Court-martial commenced atBexhilhfor 
the trial of two privates of the 2nd bat- 
tahon of the ROYAL GERMAN LE- 
GION, who deserted a few days ago, and , 
look Jroin the beach a large boat for the | 
" purpose of going out to the enemy » They 

were apprehended by a boatman ofl'Do- 
ver/' Aller having made some re- 

marks upon this, without taking upon me 
to say that it wis true, 1 called upon the 
Times either to contradict it, or to give to 
the public some further and fuller account 
of it, and especially of the result of the 
couit-martial, said to be then assembled 
for the trial of the men. The Times has 
done neither ; and, which is' well worthy 
of remark, no other paper hasventured even 
to mention the matter. Yet, methinks, the 
matter was of consequence, equalt at least, 
to the letters of General Sarrazin. These 
troops arc here for our defence', they are 
here lor the defence of England ; they are 
here (for Judge Grose told me so) for the 
purpose of assisting to defend England 
against a foreign enemy, who has set at 
nought every thing •for the sake of at- 
tacking us ; and, therefore, it, surely, is 
of consequence to us lo be informed, whe- 
ther it be really true, that two of these 
our defenders, did desert, and not only 
ilcsert, but take a large boat from the beach 
for the purpose of going out to the enemy ; 
aye, for the purpose, of going out to that 
enemy, against whom they were brought 
here to defend us. Jt is, surely, of con- 
sequence for us to know-, whether this fact 
he true, and what the Court-martial have 
dqm to these two Royal German Legion 
soldiers, who were brought here for our 
defence. The “ boatman** too, should, 1 
think, be an object of our gratitude ; for, 
if, to save the life of a common citizen, 
was, amongst the Romans, deemed worthy 
of a civic crown, what is due to that Eng- 
lishman, whi), single-handed, apprehended 
two qf the foreign difenders of England, who 
were going out to the enemy?— 2 — But, 
surely, this is all a romance! It never can 
be true ! Yet, if it be not, I am sure, that 
it is very mischievous lo have published 
^tt, and 1 trust, still, that the Times will 
give us either the confirmation, <?r the re- 


tractation, as soon as possible.— —Gdinj; 
out to the enemy, is, as I observed, in the 
article above referred to, something quite 
new in cases of desertion 4rom our army. 
That the fact will reach France there can 
be no doubt ; for, we see the Times news- 
paper frequently quoted by the Moni- 
teur; and, if the fact remain uncontra- 
dicted, I leave the reader to guess at the 
conclusions that the enemy will draw 
from it. 

The Brunsw-'ickers.'' -In the Cou- 
rier of Tuesday last, the 2nd instant, the 
following paragraph appeared We 

'' are sorry to understand that some dis- 
iurhances have taken place between our 
" troops and the Duke of Brunswick's 
corps, in the Isle of Wight, in which 
some shots were exchanged. We have not 
heard that any lives were lost.” There 
this matter drops, as far as the Courier is 
concerned. Sorry to understand.^' That 
is all. 5'Ao/s exchanged in a barrack yard 
and in barrack rooms ! And no more than 
this said about the matter ? Yet, not ano- 
ther word has the Courier said of it from 
first lo last ! — The Morning Chronicle 
of Wednesday, published the following 
article upon the subject, and 1, without 
vouching for the truth of it, without giving 
it as mine, without knowing and without 
saying that there is any truth in it, shall 
hi st insert it, and then offer a few of those 
observations, which occur to me, and 
which, I think likely to be useful.— We 
have received tlie following interesting 

Lett?r from the Isle ofWight: New* 

port. Isle of Wight, Oct. I. 1 hasten 

to inform you of a dreadful commotion 
among the troops at the Depot, which 
took place about eight o’clock last even- 
ing, which, for some time, caused a con- 
siderable alarm, as all were panic struck 
within the garrison. The BRUNS WICK- 
ERS, a part of a FOREIGN CORPS 
" here, had been, during the day of Sun- 
'* day, guilty qf several irregtUarities, one of 
the East India recruits being wounded 
ill an affray. But a party being intoxi- 
** cated, in the evening, entered the can- 
teen, and demolished every thing that came 
“ in their way, and did the same in a 
** second room ; they then SANG SOME 
NATIONAI. SONGS, and rushed out 
“ in a body, and went to their quarters, 
" and brought out THEIR RH f-LS, with 
« FOUR ROUNDS OF BALL CAR- 
'^TRIDGE, and fired up and down every 
division at random. One report men* 
lions 150 balls having been fired— ano* 
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ther account makes them but 1 05. One 
'' man, I am sorry to say, was KILLED, 
another was shot so badly in the arm, 
" that it has been AMPUl’ATED — ano- 
ther THROUGH THE BODY, hot wlie^ 
" ther dead or not, is not known. — We 
trust an Inquest will be held, and an ac- 
count given, a satisfactory one wc hope, tvhy 
** these men were entnesud mthfour rounds 

qf ball cartridge each, The drums at 

length BEAT TO ARMS, and the gar- 
" risen was ordered to ground arms, which 
** was at length done, after some little hesi* 
•* tatim on the part of the foreigners.^The 
" coach irom Cowes to Newport was pass- 
** ing at the time, and the lives of the 
passengers were endangered. A woman 
was undressing a child in a serjeanPs 
quarters, and a hall absolutely passed be- 
twoen the wommi and child witlugu injury.** 

• Not a word has been said of this in 

the Morning Post. Not a single u'ord 
from first to last. Yet, reader, look at it. 
Consider the matter well. Think of the 
consequences. If you are one of " the 
'' most thinking people in the world,^^ 

think of this. The story may, for 

aught I know, be wholly false: I am in 
tny prison, and cannot know what has hap- 
pened in the Isle of Wight. But, though 
in a prison, in London, my country, and 
Hampshire in particular, is far more dear 
to me than any other spot of earth in the 
world, and 1 cannot help feeling anxious 
for its safety and its honour.— ~Is jt not 
right, that those, who liave the means in 
their hands, should let us know, whether 
this account be true or false? *What! 
The Brunswickers, in singing their national 
songs, rush out with their rifles and four 
rounds of ball cariridges, and mound and kill 
people ! And, is this to be looked upon, 
by our public writers, as a matter of too 
little moment to merit a corner in their 
papers, while they have room for accounts 
taken out of flic Hornet, of battles in Por- 
tugal, in whuli Massena was completely de- 
feated ?— la every way, in which this 
matter can "be viewed, it is one of the 
greatest importance ; inferior, in that re- 
spect, to nothing but the alledgcd de- 
sertion and attempt to go out to the ene- 
my, above-noticed for the second time. 
I— ^What does it indicate? What con- 
clusions will the enemy draw from it? 
What will be its effect upon the feelings 
of our native aimy ? What will be the 
feelings arising from it amongst the peo- 
ple at large ?■ ■ "■^If it bd/ake, wholly or 
m part, and especially the . part relating 
to the nuimal setys am tht sAodrmg and 


hilling, justice to the Brunswickers de- 
mands a retractation, or an explanation ; 
for, in giving an account of their conduct, 
we should, if possible, be more careful to 
be correct, tlian in speaking of the con- 
duct of our own army, a rule which I, for 
my part, have always strictly observed. 
The policy of bringing them here ; the 
motive for the introduction of them; the 
use which they are calculated to be of; 
these are ‘all matters, with which wc 
have, til this case, nothing to do : these 
are matters, very proper, perhaps, to 
be discussed in parliament, or elsewhere ; 
but, they are matters, which should be 
kept carefully separate from the conduct 
of the men, against whom, in a case like 
the present, no attempt should be made 
to excite, or take advantage of, any thing 
like national prejudice.— ^But, on the 
other hand, if what is stated, in the above 
article, taken from a print, certainly in the 
first rank of respectability ; if what is 
stated in that article be true, either whol- 
1}^ or in part, the people of England 
ought to be fully informed of it; and, if 
they are not, they will be most shame- 
fully betrayed by the press.——" An 
" Inquest !** The writer says, he " trusts*^ 
that an inquest will be held. lie trtestsl 
what ! has he any doubt of it then?— Yet, 
it is now Friday, and the Morning Chroni- 
cle says not another word about the mat- 
ter.— What can be the reason of this? There 
is a post daily fron> the Isle of Wight to 
London ; and how comes it, that we hear 
nothing more about the matter? Has theie 
ever been a thing of this sort amongst our 
own troops, without our seeing the news- 
papers half full of it ? The Times, so punc- 
tual in giving us French news, and in de- 
tailing to us all the aflrays in the vicinity 
of Madrid, says not one word of the affray 
in the Isle of Wight. The Morning Post, 
so punctual, so exact, in its accounts of 
the disaffection iii'Masscna’s army, and of 
the desertions of the Poles and Swiss and 
Germans, who go, over from the French to ' 
the Spaniards and Portuguese, says not 
one word of the two soldiers of the Royal 
German Legion, above-mentioned, wiio 
are said to have been apprehended by the 

boatman off’ Dover. Strange taste ! 

These writers seem to have a disorder in 
their eyes precisely the contrary of near, 
sightedness. They can see what is going 
on in the neighbourhood of Buonaparte's 
palaces ; they can penetrate into " the 
" Ucrets qf his eabmet,** and they actually 
are filling their columns with accounts of 
what bae pasted, and is passittgi there; 
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iey, are so intimately acquainted with , 
what is going forward in his armies, par- 
ticularly, that they tell us even of what 
is said in whUpef's at tho tables of the 
officers; but, they cannot see what is 
« passing at Dover and the Isle of Wight ; 
of which, as far as they are concerned, the 
people of England are kept wholly igno- 
rant, as completely in the dark as if they 

lived in Siberia. Let us hope, however, 

that Mr. Perry will not thus treat hh 
, readers. He used not to act thus. His 
> ^^aper has long borne the reputation of 
liaving something like public justice run- 
4 taing through its columns. Let us hope, 
that we are not, at last, to lump this print 
along with the Morning Post and the 
Courier.— -^What I wish for is, to see the 
(ruth made known to the public ; the truth, 
and the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth. 1 am sure, that the making of it 
.. known is due to the people of England ; 
and, 1 repeat, that if it is not made known 
to them, they will be most shamefully be- 
trayed by the press ; by that press, about 
which such a boasting is made ; that press 
which is called the palladium of fiee 

men** It is not many days ago, that 

the Morning Post pointeaout to us Napo- 
leon^s decrees relative to the press, and 
. asked us Jacobins, h<ntj we should like such 
a decree to be in force in England. I, for 
my part (taking the word Jacobin to^mean 
a man who neither has nor wishes to have 
any part ef the taxes to eat) answered for 
myself, that I should not like such a decree 
at ail ; but, really, if, no matter from what 
. motive, the people are not to be informed, 
tlirough the means of the press, of facts 
like those above stated ; if, from whatever 
cause, such facts are kept out of the public 
prints; if this be the case generally, or par- 
tially, I am of opinion, that, as far as it is 
the case, a press under lawslike the decrees 
of Napoleon is quite as good, if not better ; 

* because in the latter case, there is no talk 
about liberty qf the press ;** there is no 
such pretence ; it h notorious that there 
is no such thing, and, thereforC| nobody is 
deceived by it.-— But, xome ; let us 
hope, that for shame^s sake, for very 

* same's sake, that we shall see, full ac- 
N:ounts published of the transactions above- 

mentioned. . Ah ! Well may you attempt 
to hide youi^'hcads ! But, writhe as long as 
you please! Writhe, and grind your 
teeth! Curse MU you are hoarse! You 
shall heal* of these things ; you shall be 
^posted up to the contempt of the whole 
•i^iTllized world, until you publish a fair. 


true, and /id/ account of these transactions. 
The statement of the facts, true or false, 
did not originate with me. It was amongst 
yourselves that it bad its origin. It is you, 
who have told the world, and our enemy 
amongst the rest, of the desertion from the 
Royal German Legion, and of the national 
tongs and the shootings and killings qf the 
Rrunstoickers : it is you, who have told tho 
world of this : upon you I call, either to 
state fully what has been done to the guilty 
persons, or, to retract your statements ; and 
call upon you I will, ^till you answer to 
the call, or till your pretensions to impar- 
tiality shall make even Russian printers 
turn up the nose. 

French Armaments. Let us now 

(for it is high time) take a look at what 
is passing ^across the Channel, at the mouth 
of the Scheldt, and within a few hours sail 
of England.— I will not say what is do- 
ing there ; but I will tell my readers what 
the Morning Post, of the 29th of Septem- 
ber, says upon the subject.——'' The Idas 
" armed cutter arrived at Deal on Thurs- 
" day from our fleet ofl' Flushing. She 
•• brought with her a Prussian Captain and 
" a French Gentleman, whom she picked 
" up at sea on Tuesday in an open boat, . 
" in which they had effected their escape. 
" They report, that the fleet in Flushing is 
" now completely equipped and ready for sea, 
" excepting a deficiency of saikrrs. None of 
" the men of war have more than a hundred 
" seatmn, so that, were there nothing else 
to deter tniera', it is hardly possible that 
" they cm venture to put to sea. The defi- 
" ciency of the crews is supplied by sol* 
" diets, but probably with a.view to dirfence 
" more than any thing else. Great exer- 
tiotis and incessant labours have been 
bestowed by tlic enemy to repair the 
•• works in the island of Walcheren, which 
" is new in a good state qf dtfence, to repel 
" any new attempt that may be made 
" against it by this country. They are not, 
"however, free from apprehensions for 
" their safety, in case of a serious attack^ 
"The fleet under Sir Edward Peltew 
" made its appearance a few days since 
" ofTtheDuerioo Channel— a circuipstance 
" w'hich excited no small degree of alarm 
" for the safety of their new fleet, and 
•^filled the inhabitants with terror.*'"^^ 
What, "filled the inhabitants with terror 1 
Were they not, then, glad to see an Eng^ 
lish fleet ? Were they not anxious to^ bb 
again " under the protecting wiiigs of 
England f This must be a sh*!* the pen. 
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If I had said this, it would have been pro- 
duced against me as a proof of my ad- 

miration** of the French Emperor. 

We will not st^ to compare this account 
of the Island of Walcheren being in a 
good state of defence, with what was said, 
last winter, about the difliculty of restoring 
it to the state, in which we found it ; 
but hasten on to wliat wc are here told 
about the fleet at l^'lushing, which, in ano- 
ther part, we are told, consists of thirteen 
ships^ of the line, besides frigates and 
smaller vessels of war. This fleet, we are 
told, is now completely equipped; and, I 
believe, that, from the mast-head of the 
men of war, the mouth of tf^e Thames is 

easily seen! It is very well worth the 

while of ** the most thinking people in the 
world*' to think a little of this ; and, w'hen 
the Morning Post is lulling the « fashion- 
able world*' with the notion, that this 
fleet cannot venture to sea with only a hun- 
dred sailors on hoard of each ship of 
the line, it becomes a thinking peo- 
ple*' to consider, what use sailors are 
put to, and what sort of sea** it is 
that this French fleet would have to 

cross. The truth is, and it is n truth 

I should be happy to find myself able to 
impress deeply upon the minds of my 
readers, that in an attempt (for, lot us 
hope, that it will never succeed) to invade 
England from the opposite coast, there 
can be ,but little to do in those matters, 
for which sailors are most wanted. In all 
ships] a very considerable portion of the 
hands are not worthy of being called 
sailors. Perhaps, in few cases, there are 
more than one-third part of the crew, 
employed about things which might be 
done, though not quite so quickly, by 
landsmen. A hundred sailors appear 
to me to be quite sitfTicient for bringing a 
first rate ship of war across from the 
^heldt to England, if the ship be well 
filled with landsmen, which, as we are told 
in the above paragraph, is the case with 
respect to the fleet at Flushing. Indeed, 
what are, the ships wanted for but to con- 
tain and bring over landsmai ? And, yet 
the wise writer of the Morning Post, ima- 
gines that the so/dierji hate been onboard 
of this fleet « for defence more than for 
** any thing else!** Why, with what does 
he suppose that Napoleon means to in- 
VB^ England, or attempt to invade it? 

With what, if not with soldiers ? 1 am 

afraid, that there is no good reason to 
suppose, that Nafioleon will w'ant for 
sailors. All tbo sailers of Holland must 


be in existence, somewhere or other ; aird, 
wc may be assured, that they will not 
want for encouragement to come forward 
into service. It may be very unjust to 
take the interest of the Dutch National 
Debt and give it to seamen, instead of pay- 
ing it to the creditors. This is a point, 
that I will not meddle with now; but, I 
am sure that such an act would greatly 
please the seamen, and would, in a very 
short time, man a greater fleet than is 
now ready for sea. Holland is na- 

turally a maritime country. The people 
live amongst and upon the waters. They 
are all sailors from their infancy. Is it pos« 
siblc, that such a peofile, under a govern- 
ment capable of drawing forth and putting 
in motion, every particle of means tliat 
the country affords, should not speedily 
attain to maritime greatness ? The de- 
struction of the commerce of Holland 
and the capture of her colonies, to ac- 
complish which we have spent so much 
of our means, are favourable, in the 
highest degree, to the views of Napo- 
leon ; for, from these causes, many 
thousands of seamen, of all descriptions, 
•will, for the sake of bread, be induced to 
enter his stM'vice; and, when I heard of 
the capture of Amkoyna, my instantane- 
ous observation was, that it was another 
blow struck for our enemy ; though our 
news-writers in general congratulated the 
country upon it, and particularly as it 
would tend to make the Dutch repent of 
their connection with Franco. It may ; 
but, that re[>entancc will be unavailing, 
and wc may be sure, that the capture will 
make them hate us more than they did be- 
fore, and make them, if any such motive 
was necessary, still more docile in the 
hands of Napoleon. In short, it appears 
to me, that exclusive of all other resources, 
he will easily find seamen in Holland for 
a fleet of forty or filly ships of the line. 

■ — It does not, however, seem to me 
reasonable, that any attempt at invasion 
will be actually made for some time. 
The means are merely collecting. The ships 
are building. The line is drawing round us. 
And, until that line is compleled, I do not 
believe, that any serious attempt will be 

made. This work of preparation ipvill 

not, however, in all human probability, 
be slouo. There is a talk of war between 
France and Russia. Perhaps this may take 
place ; but 1 think it much more likely, 
that Russia will be glad to save herself by 
giving up so much in the Baltic shall 
satisfy Napoleon that is to say, as shall 
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^flectually deprive us of all sorts of naval 
stores from the grand magazine in the 
North. The Morning Chronicle, of to- 

day, says:— “in proportion to the 
“ augmentation of the eriemy^s strength^ 
“ 2s the indifference uith which these hostile 
“ preparations appear to be regarded hereJ^ 

> . Nothing ever was more true than 
tills ; and, as to the eiiect, produced here, 
by these truly terrible preparations, it i«, 
as the Morning Chronicle observes, less 
and less, as the strength of the enemy aug- 
ments. This is as bad a symptom, if not 
worse, than any we have ever witnessed. 
Wc have wondered at the apathy of other 
countries, .subdued by Erance ; but, I 
much question, if any country ever dis- 
covered more apathy, than this country 
now does, with respect either to its do- 
mestic or foreign concerns. The time, 

however, is not, in all probability, far 
distant, when it must begin to think, if it 
ever does ; for, though invasion will not, 
as I believe, be seriously attempted for 
^ome time, the threats of invasion will. 
There is now a fleet at the mouth of the 
Scheldt for that purpose ; a purpose that 
will not place our persons in danger, to 
be sure ; but, which will not fail to be 
answered as to the paper^money system. 
The paper- money system of France was 
assailed vi'iib forged assignats: ours will be 
assailed with threats of invasion ; and, it 
will, in the course of my next Letter, be 
shewn, that threats of invasion are the 
most formidable a^^'taijants ot that system, 
which, indeed, all Europe knows long ago, 
and our enemy better than any body else. 

But, the grand preparations for inva- 
sion, for the subjugation of England, will 
keep steadily on. They will be ailected 
by nothing that 1 am able to foresee. 
** Peace No: why should peace put a 
stop to them } On the contrary, my opi- 
nion is, that they would be advanced by , 
peace. But, when we talk of peace, do 
we think about the terms ? are we ready 
to evacuate Spain, Portugal, Sicily, Malta, 
and all the colonies, taken from the French, 
Dutch, and Spaniards? That no peace 
would be made, of which such an evacua- 
tion was not a preliminary, is pretty cer- 
tain ; and, I would not engage, that the 
return of the Danish fleet and of the Spa- 
nish frigates, taken before the war, would 
not be another condition. Are we pre- 
pared to yield upon terms like fhesc? 
No; very well, then, let us not talk of 
peace. We shall never see another Peace 
4)f Amiens ; andj indeed, Buonaparte told 


us that we should not.—^ It is sometimes 
said, that such and such things will hap- 
pen, when a peace takes place, just as if we 
were in a situation like that in which we 
were during any of the ^I'ars previous to 
Pittas Anti-ja,cobin war ; just as if ho nia^ 
tcrial change had taken place in lilurope ; 
just as if the Bourbons were still ruling in 
France ; just as if the Stadtliolder was rul- 
ing in Holland ; just as if there had been 
no change in Sfinin and in Portugal ; and 
just as if guineas were still ready to meet 
the paper at the Bank of England. The 
people at Whitehall see the same build- 
ings there that were there twenty years 
ago; and they appear to think, that all 
the world has remained equally unchanged. 
——It has been once or twice observed, in 
the Morning Chronicle, that our keeping 
of armies out of England, as in Portugal, 
Spain, Sicily, Malta, and elbewlierc, is pre- 
cisely wliat Napoleon must wish for, be- 
cause it leaves England defenceless. As my 
opinion is, that England must depend for 
defence upon the people of England, I do 
not care much about the mere ah^ence oi 
the regular army ; bnr, f do rare about 
the expence; and, in this way, J do not, for 
my part, sec how we could possibly do 
any thing more agreeable to Napoleon 
than to send aimies to Spain and Portugal, 
and above all to Sicily, I can conceive, 
that if Spain and Portugal, or either of 
them, could be kept out of tbe hands of 
Napoleon, we should be safer, especially 
with jregard to Ireland; but, I am utlcrly 
unable to fonm to myself any iioiion of an 
advjintage, of any sort, bo derived to 
us, (rom a defence of Sicily, nr the preserta* 
non of Dfalta, Tli'C whole ol our trade, ii 
it were all profit, would nbt be worth oirc 
half of the amount of the expence of 
keeping up the garvison of Malta. The 
po«.si -oioii of that place may annoy France 
and Naples a little ; but, as to its forming 
any di'^ersion in favour of England, the 
idea really appears to me to be stiangcly 
absurd.— The truth is, that we are act- 
ing upon the old system, when every 
thing else in the world is new. The Pitt 
system is still in full vigour. That “ great 
“ statesman now no more’' has a very 
worthy and faithful follower in Mr. Perce- 
val, who might be succeeded by 
Vicary Gibbs (and perhaps will) withom 
any one being able to perceive the small- 
est difference. We have lost ally after 
ally, each of whom has, in his turn, be- 
come our enemy; and still we go on m 
just the same way as before. At the out- 
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set of the Antl-jacobin war^ we could 
raise up myrUds against France ; we can- 
not now make a man stir, except at our 
heels ; and still we talk as big as ever, 
and we go on wTth armaments and expe- 
ditions as ptimpously as ever. We deplore 
the foie of Holland and Sweden and Na- 
ples and Switzerland and Prussia and 
Genoa* and Piedmont ond Austria; but, 
what is the use of this, when we have not 
the power to render the smallest as- 
sistance to any one of tliein ? What is 
the use of our deploring the fate of 
Holland and of giving such a frightful 
picture of its situation, if \vc cannot 
do any thing to better that situation ? 
We talk of the power, which riches and 
commerce give, and we boast of our riches 
and commerce. Why, then, do we not 
shew our power ; why do we not give 
some proof of it ; why do wc mot exert 
it, in behalf of the dethroned or degraded 
sovereigns, formerly our allies ? This 
boasting places us in a dilemma too ob- 
vious to be pointed out. What wisdom 

dictates to us is this: to look at home ; to 
leave the continent to its fate ; to leave it 
to undergo that revolution which we liave 
ic not in our powder to prevent, or even to 
retard for any considerable time ; to leave 
the continent to be new-modelled in the 
way that its new master may choose ; to 
look well into our means of preserving 
ourselves ; to make a fair estimate of those 
means; to diminish our expenditure; to 
put our force, naval as well as military, 
upon a footing that we can permanently 
bear; to reform all abuses and 't^ar up 
CORRUPTION by the roots; and, to 
conciliate, to quiet, to gain over, to fix on 
our side, the discontented part oi the Irish 
people ; to destroy the French Party, which 
we are told exists inHhat unhappy coun- 
try, blit to destroy it, not by force of 
urms^' not by the cord and the sword, but 
by the force of reason and of kindness. 
These are, in my opinion, the things 
winch wfsdom dictates to us; and, if we 
listen to her voice, though we must still 
look with anxiety at the dreadful power of 
our enemy, we need not look at it with 
^ar; though this war may last till those 
who are now children shall be men, they 
may arrive at man’s estate and still see 
their country free, 

Lucxek Buonapaete' ^Fat-famed as 

5fveare for Our fallibility, the world will 


hardly expect us to discover an ea^rness 
to embrace one of the family of Buona- 
parte, merely because he is said to have 
left Italy to avoid the resentment of his 
Brother. Yet, if we are to believe the 
Courier news-paper of this evening (Fri- 
day) this species of buggery is likely to 
take place. We are there told, in positive 
terms, that Lucien will not only be per- 
mitted, but invited, to come to this country i 
that there will be no coldness, no suspicion, 
on our part ; that he will be most cordially 
received ; that there is no ground what- 
ever for suspecting him of any contrivance 
with his brother to injure us; that we 
ought not to believe him to be a cheat ; 
that he lias proved himself to be a very 
good .sort of a man ; and that we ought to 
honour him for his conduct! Aye, honour 
him! Honour a Buonaparte, the whole 
family of whom this same writer has, a 
thousand times, represented as a nest 
of the vilest vermin that ever crawled 

the earth. Wc are told a sort of 

canting story about Lucien having run 
away lathcr titan be divorced from his 
wife, a story which, it is very likely, 
will be believed here, because it is pretty 
clear that it would be believed in no other 
country upon earth.— —As to the story 
about his refusal to lei his tUiughier marry 
ourfiiend^ His Most Catholic Majesty, Fer^ 
dinand VII, if it he contended that this 
argues in favour of Lucicii’s virtue and 
understanding, it will not, I think, be 
cited as a complment- to us, who aic spend- 
ing milhons with the avowed object of 
giving a great kingdom to a man, to 
whom, if this story be true, our new friend 
Lucien would not consent co give his 
daughter.— The writer of the Courier 
says, that, for his part, lie '' views this 
step of Lucien as very honourable to this 
" country,** And, why ? Because ** to dll 
" Europe he denounces his brother^ (who 
abuses ns) as a liar and calumniator*’* 
This is tlie reason why his coming to our 
dominions is honourable to us 1 It is ho- 
nourable to us to ha\ e a man take refuge 
amongst us, who denounces his brother as 

eliar and cahmniator i 1 break off for 

want of room— 

W«. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

! October 5, ISIQ* 


Thcf Xth Letter to my Salisbury 
Friends in the next dumber. 
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«Thcy” (tlje French Revolutionists) “ forget that, w England, not ohe shilling of Paper Money of 

" any descrifition is received but of choke ; that the whole has had its origin in cash, actually dc^wsiied • 
“ and that it is convertible, at pleasure, in an instant, and without the smallest loss, into ca!»U again. 
** Ou* Paper Is of value in comtnorce, because in law it is of none. It is |K)werfnl on Change, because 
** in Westminster-hall it is ir^iotent. In payment of a debt of twenty shillings a creditor may refuse all 
“ Ike paper of the bank of Kngland. ' Nor ia there ^ong ii» a single public security, of any quality or 
** nature whatsoever, that is enforced by authority. In fact it might be easily shewn, that our paper 
wealth, instead of lessening the real coin," has a tendency to increase it; instead of being a substitute for 
money, it only/uciVi^a/ri its entry, its exit, and its circulation i that it is the symbol of prospririly, and 
not thv badge of distress. /VVucr was a icatalu of cask^ and an exuberance qf paper ^ a subject of com- 
** plaint in this nation.'* — Buiikr. Reflections on the French Revolution. Written and published in 1790. 

“ But, whatever momentary relief, or aid, the Minister and the. Bank might expect from this low con- 
•* trivance of Five Pound Notes, it will increase the inability of the Bank to pay the Higher Notes, and 
** hasten the destmetiun of all ; for, even the small taxes that used to be paU in ineney, will now be paid 
** in those notes, and the Bank will soon And itself with scarcely any other money ilian what the bair-pow- 
** der-giiinea-tax brings in. — Paine’s Decline and Fall of the English System of Finance. Written 
and published in March, 1796. • 


** When the situation of the Bank of England was under the cX>iisideiation of the two Houses of Par- 
liameiit, in the 3T.ar 1797, it was my opinion, and that of many others, that the extent, to which the 
** Paper-Currency had been carried^ was the first and principal, though not the sole cause, of the many 
'* difficulties, to which that Corporate Body wms then, and had, of late years, from time to time, been 
** exposed, in supplying the cash, necessary for the commerce of the kingdom.'*— Charles Jknkinson, 
Earl of Liverpool, Lctlcr to ThcKingj published in 
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VAPlUt AGAJxNST GOLD; 

IJtINi; AN EXAMINATION 
OP TUB 


Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

tradf.smen'and f.armers 
IN and near SALISBURY. 

Letter X. 

Horrid Passage from the Morning Post 
ncJiiS-papcr—Such are the writers by whom 
the paper-money system and its patrons are 
snpported-^Such are the Answers that art 
given to tltese Letters — Ban/c Paper asserted 
io be the only sort qf currency calculaicd to 
exert the energies, of an Island — Proceed in 
tracing the increase rf Debt and Notes to that 
grand effect, the Bank Stt^age-^Table shew- 
ihg the annual increase tf the Debt and In^ 
(d^st from 1793 to 1797 — Increase in the 
muriser and atnount of paymeMs at the Bank 
demanded small notes — Hence came the five 
pomd notes ^Burke's picture of the English 
Bank Peper^^Paine's prediction — Lord LU 
verpool the historian tf Paine^s prophfcy. 

Gentlemen, 

In returning to our subject, wc must 
bear in mind, that, in Letter VIll. (whkh 


closed in page 489) and in the foregoing 
Letter, we saw clearly, that bank-notes, 
as well as all other promissory-notrs, 
ought to be considered as representatives qf 
debt, while real money ought to be consi- 
dered as the representative of projKtty, or 
things of real value. At the close of Letter 
VIII, we saw how the increase in the 
quantity of bank-notes had kept pace with 
the increase *oJ the Natiotjal Debt ; and we 
proposed, when we should resume the 
subject, to trace this joint increa.se to that 
grand and memorable rtleci. The Stop- 
FAGF. OF Gold and Silv^-r Payments at 
THE Bank of England, in 1797. 

• 

But, before we enter upon this 'interest- 
ing matter, will you give me leave again 
to give you a .specimen of the way, in 
which my Letters are answered by the 
venal writers in London ? To do this will 
not he without its utility, both now and 
hereafter^ It will be useful to shew you 
what sort of writers those are, who arc op- 
posed to me; and, though it may not be so 
useful to posterity, it will, nevertheless, be 
of some use, and will be very curious, for 
our children to see what manner of men 
those were, who wrote in favour of the 
Paper- money System. The passage l am 
about to lay before you was publishcil in 
a news-paper, printed for the use ol The* 
FdsUomiUe ITvrld,'’ unJ.r th* dat* oCthe 

T 



57!>] POLITICAL REGISTER .— agamt Gold. [580 


Otii of this an4 itsi words are these. 

" To the people of live United Kiogdom. — 
The detes,tablc characters exposed lately 
" in the pillory, may be considered the retd 
“ reprASiniaiives oi the €onican Tyrant and 
hU Muiislevs, uho boast of the monstrous 
** vice which excites such horrors in every 
** British bosom, and who, fearful of your 
valour, are everting every ariifioe to 
subvert \our empire, betray your virtue, 
'' and cxLnpatc your people. Cobbett, 
" the oracle of the Jacobins, abuses the 
“ Uritisk Tapirs for speaking ill of such in- 
*\t'iutious tnoasUrs, detestable prac- 

'' ticcs must annihilate every virtuous 
principle from the human breast; and 
" Ue tells the British People, in cllect, that 
if they ai e to be robbed by taxes and oppress- 
** cdby poncr, it is of no coiiserpn^nce u7ic- 
“ thcr they are conquered by a French Vere 
** street ga ig, or ^o\ vniCil by a vittUousBri- 
tish Styvcrcign and Ins respectable Ministers. 
" ^^uch is the profound reasoning of an 
" apostate loij Handed scribe, who is impelled 
by a savage passion of revenge for ]VIi- 
uisterial deserved cimtempt^ and by foolish 
and base liopcs of conciliation with the 
fJorsican Monster, w ho often row avds, but 
" never has been known to forgive. He 
“ publishes weekly an infermd Register, 
to excite mutiny in the army mid the fleet, 
** to seduce the loyally of British subjects, to 
** confound the good sense qf the yeomamy 
** by low cuiiniivf and artful sophistry, and 
above all, to destroy Public Credit and 
** Hank Paper, as the best bond of indivithial 
** and piiblic security, and the only medium of 
currency to suit and exert the mergics cf an 
“ insular and commfidal people. Such a 
man, whom reading and writing made a 
“ corporal, but whom sense and reason will 
never make a politician or an honest 
" patriot^ may be the’^proper oracle qf a 
F&e*stfeet gang of regal French ruffians, 
** but his councils of liberty, economy^ 
and reform, must be regarded as the 
" treacherous delusions of a French spy, 
when oRered to a free, virtuous and 
y happy nation.^'* 

Such, Gentlemen, is the language of my 
opposers. Such is the sort of men, who 
dislike me. Such are the answers that are 
given to my statements and my reasoning 
upon a sober and most important subject 
or political economy. The abuse here 
heaped upon a person, whom our Com- 

* 51orning Posf* Saturday, October 0, 
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mander in Portugal, in hia public dis-^ 
patches, recognizes Mmperwf* and 

who, in our courts of justice, has been re- 
cognized as ** Sovereign of Prance/' to say 
nothing of our ncgociations and treaties- 
with him ; the abuse here heaped upon Na- 
poleon, who is not only called a fnonster, 
but is distinctly charged with ** boasting 
'' of the monstrous vice,’* for being guilty 
of which several infamous wretches Itave 
lately stood in the pillory in London, can, 
surely, not meet with the approbation of 
any man upon earth ; for, one would fain 
hope, that there is not another man like 
this writer. Yet is it a serious considera- 
tion for the country, that such an accusa- 
tion should be thus boldly put forth in 
our public news-papers, and in a news- 
paper, too, which, from its uniform praises 
of the men at present in power, is called 
a ministerial news- paper, and is, in gene- 
ral, looked upon as a sort of Imlf-official 
print. As far as concerns this particular 
article, every man in England will be 
ready to acquit the ministeis ; and, in- 
deed, every one will readily believe that, 
it must meet with their sincere reproba- 
tion. But, this may not be the opinion 
abroad; and, I leave you to guess what 
an impression such a publication is calcu- 
lated to give the world of our national chat 
lacttr. 

There is one declaration here, about 
the paper-money, that 1 wish you to 
bear ill mind; namely*, that ** bank-paper 
** is the best bond of individual and publio 
** security, and the only medium of currency 
to suit and exert the energies qf an insular 
“ and cvtnmercial people.** So that, accord- 
ing to this writer, the return of gold and 
silver would be no good at all, and 
ought, indeed, to desire to get rid of it, if 
we had any, though, upon the trial of 
Yonge (of which we shall see more by- 
and-by), both the Attorney General and 
the Judge so decidedly declared the ex- 
portation qf the coin to be a most muchiextr> 
ous practice ; and though this writer him- 
selt^ little more than two months ago, 
congratulated his readers upon the pros- 
pect of seeing bank paper destroyed^ 
which pape^' be called, in his print of the 
I9lh of July, “ destructive assignats/* and 
afterwards, ••vile, dirty rags;’* aye, that 
very paper, which he now asserts to be 
the best bond of individual and public 
“ security, and the only medium of currency 
•• to suit and exert the energies of an insu- 
** lar and commercial people.'* 
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Let us now leave our opponent ; let Irons (See Letter III. page 324), aftd the 
Its leave tl^ paper-money System and its annual interest paid upon it was 9 millions 
patrons to receive all the support that and about a half. The debt, and, of 
writings lihe the above can give, while course, the interest along with it, decreas- 
we proceed in tracing the increase of the cd a little before the beginning of Pitt's 
N ational Debt and that of the Bank notes war against the Jacobins of France ; so 
to that grand and memorable effect, the that, when that war was begun, both Debt 
stoppage of gold and silver pmpnents at the and Interest were somewhat less, than at 
Bank of England,in 1797, from which time the conclusion of the American war. We 
our began, because it was then will, however, take them at what they 

that the bank notes ceased to be converti- were at the last-mentioned period ; and, 
ble into coin, and have remained in that in order the more clearly to shew the 
state to this day. progress of the cause of the great increase 

of bank notes, and, finally, of the Stoppage 

We have already seen, that, at the be- of Gold and Silver payments at the Bank, 
ginning of Pitt’s war wdth the Republi- we will state the animal increase of the 
cans of F'raiicc, in 17Q3, our National Debt and Interest, from the beginning of 
Dcty*. amounted to about 250 millions, be- the war to the year 1797, when the 
cause it did not increase during the peace Stopf^age took place, w'htch statement is 
preceding that war. Its amount, at the not on]y very curious, hut is of singularly 
close of the American war, was 257 mil- great importance. 


Dr.BT. Interest. 

Before the Anti-Jacobin war began (in 1793), the amount £, 

was 257,2 1 3,043 9,669.435 

In that same year was added 6,250,000 252,812 

Amount at the end of 1793 263,46.3,043 9,922,247 

In the year 179 1 was added .* 15,676,525 773,324 

Amount at the end of 1794 279,139,.567 10,695,57 1 

111 the year 1795 was added 25,609,897 1,227,415 

Amount at the end of 1795 30 1•,7 49,464 1 1,922,986 

In the year 1796 was added 41, .303, 699 1,850,373 

Amount at the end of 1796,* 346,053,163 1.3,773,359 

In the year 1797 was added 67,087,668 3,241,790 

Amount at the end of 1797 413,140,831 17,015,140 


Thus, then, we see, that the first four above, to 9,669,4 35f. To obviate all pet- 

J ears and a half of Pitt’s war with the tifogging cavil here, let me state, that this 
acobins, or Republicans of France, nearly sum was not tchol/y dividends, or interest ; 
doubled the Debt and the liiterPAt, or but consisted, partly, of charges for mo- 
(which is the same thing to the people), ** nagement/* paid to the bank of England; 
the annual cltarge on account of Debt, Yfhicht and also of charges on ** account of the 
together with interest, includes manage- " Sinking Fund.** But, as was observed 
ment and Sinking fund allowance. Four before, this is of no consequence to the 
years and a half of the Anti-Jacobin war people, who pay the taxes, out of wliieh 
nearly doubled these; and, according to the whole sum comes; and, 1 only make 
the principles we have before laid down, the distinction to avoid a cavilling charge 
m Letters VII and VIII, the bank notes of misrepresentation, or error. When, 
would necessarily increase in the same therefore, we speak of the amount of the 
proportion as the Debt and Interest in- Interest of the National Debt, let it be un- 
creased ; because, every quarter of a year, derstood, that we include thfese charges ; 
the dividends to be paid at the •Bank, be- and that, by the word Interest is meant tho 
came greater and greater. annual charge on account of the Debt, 

Before the Aati-Jacobin war began, the To resume, then ; before theAnti-Jaco- 
dkithnUs qf a year, amounted, as We see bin war began; the dividends, or interest, 

T2 
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of one year amountedi as we have sceti> to 
9,(560,4f35 pounds ; and, before the nation 
got to the end of the fifth year of that war, 
a year's dividetul^, or interest, amounted 
to 17,015,149 pounds; not mucli short of 
double. The Bdiik therefore, liaving 
nearly twice as much to pay yearly in in- 
terest of the Debt; having, to speak in 
round numbers, 17 millions to pay, under 
this head, where it had but !j millions to 
pay before the begiiiniiig of Pitt's Anti- 
Jacobin War; having twice as much to 
issue on this great score as it had previous 
to the war, was, of course, compelled to 
increase the quantity of \i^ paper promises, 
or the (]uant'.ty of its Gold and Silver coin\ 
because, as ue have before seen (Letter 
VII, page 45.‘i), an increase in the number 
and amount ot payments must necessarily 
demand an increase of the money, or me- 
dium, in which those payments arS made; 
and, why tb's increase, at the Bank of 
Lngland, would take place \i\ paper pro^ 
ftnsvs, and not in (iold and Silver coin, we 
have seen in Letters VII, and VJII, wheie 
it was shown that an increase of Debt must 
produce an increase of paper-pruinises, or 
notis, when once a paper-sysleiii has 
begun. 

That the experience of tlio times, of 
Vvluch wc arc now speaking, perfectly cor- 
responded w i'h Ihc principles hcie stated, 
we shall now see by adverting a little to 
the manner, in wbit h the payments of in- 
terest at the Bank wc*e formerly made. '' 

It has before been observed, that, When 
the Nation.d Debt first began, the nhnle 
of the. interest w a''' paid in Gold and Sil- 
ver, there being then no such thing as 
bank-notes, and no wch thing as a Ijuufc, in 
this country. It has also been observed, 
that, very shoiily after the Debt came 
into cxistente, it product d its natural ofl- 
spri^ig, a Hank, which issued iis>promi.^so 7 'y 
notes, anti in which promissory notes the 
interest oJT (he Debt was in part, at least 
Raid. At first, it appears that the Bouk 
jpaid an ijitticwt upon its noises, or bills; but, 
this was soon left oil'; and, from tliat'iime, 
the bank notes, or bills, became part of 
the circulating medium of the country. 

When the Stock owners, or Public Cre- 
ditors, as they are sometimes called, went 
to the Bank to receive their dividends, or 
interest, they might, have either bank 
notes, or Gold und "Silver, accoidlng to i 
ifoeir choice. Som^r persons, chose the { 


coin, and some the paper. But, as the 
Debt increased, and, of course, the amount 
of the dividends, or interest, it was evi- 
dent, from what has already been said, 
that the Bank would possess a Jess and 
less quantity of Gold and Silver in pro- 
portion to the quantity of its paper. And, 
further, the payments of interest having, 
as wc have seen above, become nearly 
double in amount to what they were in 
1793, previous to the Anti-Jacobin war, 
it is natural to suppose, that there would 
be double the number of Stock-holders, 
and, of course, double the number qf payments 
to make. Therefore, as, at every pay- 
ment, the receiver had his choice of paper 
or Gold and Silver coin, there were- dou- 
ble the number of chances against the 
Bank ; and, at any iMte, as there were, as 
yet, no hank notes of an amount less than 
TEN POUNDS, there must necessarily be, 
upon every payment, an issue of Gold 
and Silver from the Bank, to the amount 
of every demand, or part of a demand, 
falling short of ten pounds. 

This the Bank could bear before the 
Ailli-Jacobin w^ar ; but, w'lien that war 
had nearly doubled the Debt, the Interest, 
und the number of the payments, on ac- 
count of Interest ; when this increase had 
taken place, the Bank found it necessary, 
not only to augment the general quantity 
of its notes ; it found it necessary not 
only to add to the total amount of its 
notes ; that is to say, to put out a greater 
sum in notes, than it had out before the 
Anti- Jacobin war ; but, it also found it 
necessary to put out some notes of a lower 
amount than it already had, in order to 
pay the parts often pounds, which we have 
just mentioned. 

Flence came the Five Pound Notes. 
And, you will perceive. Gentlemen, that 
causes precisely similar had formerly pro- 
duced the Fifteen Pound Notes and the 
Ten Pound Notes ; namely, an increase 
of the National Debt, and, of course, an 
increase of the dividends, t>r interest ; 
these being alw<iys paid at the B[anl^ 
after the establishment of the Bank Com- 
pany. 

Here let us stop for a little and look back 
at the Motto, or, rather, mottos, to this 
Letter. 

In the First, the passage from Bubke, 
we tiavc a picture of l^nglish Bank Paper 
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previous to the war ; aye, to that very 
war, which that very picture and others 
in the same publication greatly tended to 
reduce, and were, without, I believe, any 
ad motive, intended to produce. Look 
well at that picture, gentlemen. Look at 
the triumphantcontrast there exhibited be- 
tween the money of England and that of 
France, which latter country had then a 
paper-money. And, when you have 
viewed that picture in all its parts ; when 
you have fully examined the contrast ; 
then turn your eyes to what is noiv ex- 
hibited to the world : then see what Eng- 
lish Bank Paper now is, and what in this 
regard, is the state of France, where all 
the paper-money has, long ago, been de- 
stroyed, and where there is no currency 
but that of Gold and Silver coin, part of 
which coin consists of English Guineas, 
those guineas the absence of which all men 
of sense and of public-spirit so sorely la- 
ment, and the practicability of causing 
the return of which is, as you will bear 
in mind, the chief object of our In- 
quiries. 

In the Second motto, the passage froin 
Paine, (the mortal antagonist of Burke as 
to every thing else) we have an opinion as 
to the consequences of the Bank having 
made .5 pound notes. We have a pre- 
diction as to the inability which it will pro- 
duce in the Bank to pay its higher notes. 
This prediction was« it appears, written in 
March, 1796,and it was published in Eng- 
land in, or about, the month of June of that 
ear ; which was, as we shall see by and 
y, only about nine tnonths before the 
stoppage of gold and silver payments at the 
Bank actually took place. 

In the Third motto, the passage from 
the late Lord Liverpool, we have the opi- 
nion, not only ol the writer- himself, who, 
upon such a matter, is no very mean autho- 
rity, but, as he asserts, of many others 
(doubtless, persons of distinction, as to 
rank, at least) ; we have an opinion, thu^ 
sanctioned, that the increase of the papers 
currency was the first and principal cause of 
the Stoppage of Gold and Silver payments 
at the Bank ; and which opinion perfectly 
corresponds with that of Paine, there being 
this distinction in the merits of the two 
writers, that Lord Liverpool only recorded 
what Paine had foretold : the former was 
the historian, the latter the prophet ; and, 
it is not a little carious, that Lord Liver- 
foot, at olerk in whoso office had written 


under a feigned name, a nham life of Paine. 
Should become the recorder of the truth of 
Paine’s predictions, and that too in '' a 
Letter to the King” in •whose name the 
very work containing the predictions Irad 
been proseguted as A LIBEL. 

Here are three writers, all of whom of 
great understanding and experience, and 
the two former of abilities scarcely ever 
surpassed in any age or conmry, iiH op- 
posed to each other, as to tvciy other 
question ; each one hating (he other two, 
and each two hating the other one ; yet 
all agreeing, as harmonionsly as their 
bones would now agree, if they happened 
to be tumbled together ; all agioeing ns to 
these principles respecting paper-money. 
• 

Ilavii^ now traced the increase of the 
Debt down to the pniting forth of the 5 
pound bank notes, we will rest here, and 
resume the subject in our next. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your iaithlul friend, 

Corbett. 

State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 

Sth October, 1810. 


SUMMARY OF POLlllCS. 

** Kewport (hie of Wight,) Oct. 5th, 
“ 1810. — I hasten to inform you, that, 
since my last, a Coroner’s Inquest has 
** been held at the Barracks, on the body of 
*^the uiifottunatc man who was killed on 
“ Sunday evening. And the Coroner’s ver- 
diet was Wilful Murder against persons 
unknozon. 1 he deceased, it appears, was 
** not in the leaU conci rn^d in the affray, hut 
** wus quietly t^oing into hin barracks, as the 
** fatal hall struck him in the neck. It does 
** not appear that the guard •oere called upon 
** to assist in quelling the disturbance ; but 
** that 150 ball cartridges were fired, is be- 
« yond a doubt. Since this unfortunate hu- 
** hiness, the four ball cartridges have been 
** taken away from each individual, a very 
** necessary precaution, for it cannot be good 
“ policy surely, for privates who may intoxi* 
“ cate themselves at the canteen at their' 
pleasure, to have such things m their own 
** power. This quarrel had began as lung 
“ ago as Wednesday preceding the Sunday 
“ evening that this unfortunate eve tf took 
place. The FORKIGN EJtS nre n iiv sent 
** into the country to the HwtposiJi, wher« 
the inhabitants do not feel themselves very 
“ secure. For, if, being under the imme- 
diaie eye of the coramiinding orticer could 
ncit restrain their excesses, the result may 
be feared, when at a distance of eight or 
** nine miles from bead quarcerS| near 
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** tagers who cannot know their wantSf not which, if the above account be true, havu 

“ understanding their language.’* Morm< arisen, from leaving these mortal weapons 

iNo Chronicle, 3th Octoieu, 1810. jn the hands of soldiers, and especially of 

The Brunswicrers. — —Look at the these Brunswickcrs and other foreigners, 

motto, English reader ! Look at the 1 trust, that an inquiry will be made into 

motto I And also look back at the article the matter. It is not many months 

in my last, at page 500, wliere the sub- since the attention of the whole of this 
ject was first mentioned. — Yes, look at the metropolis was turned to an inquiry, as to 
niottb, English reader, and especially the tvho was the murderer of a man, killed 
latter part of the motto; and, theri,‘re- near the Tower. That was, however, a 
collect what wc were told by Sir Vicary deed of much le.ss atrocity than the pre- 

Gibbs. Another time, I will contrast sent. The soldiers, who fired, upon that 

the account of this transaction with Sir occasion, were out on duty, and, they had 
Vic.ABv Girbs's assertions respecting the been very much galled and annoyed by 
exemplary behaviour of the German Sol- some of the people. Still, there was a 
niEiis, and his appeal to the inhabitants in very general feeling of horror at the 
the neishbouvhood of their quarters for the deed. It became matter of discussion in 
truth of those assertions. This I will do the Parliament. It was felt through tire 
another time, when I have more room count) y. What, then! shall this infi- 
than I shall have to-day. At present^! shall nilely worse deed, in the Isle of Wight, 
make some rem'irks upon what is here laid pass without notice ?— Reader, English 

before us. It seems, then, and, if ihis Reader! Know, and bear in mind, that 

account he true (rbi* which, mind,! do not this deed has been only once slightly al- 

vouch) it is a lact, that these luded to by the Cdurier news-paper; and 

these those Fmu:'iwkkevs, these that, from first to last, it has not been so 

(Jerman >olditr$, have KILLED A MAN ; much as alluded to by the Morning Po^t; 
it sectns that tiicy have actually put an both ol which papers arc nearly half filled 
end to a m«an^s life ; actually inunlerrd with those famous fabrications, called 
him, il this account be true, and, if it be intercepted letters; both of which arecon- 
liot true, why is not the lad contradicted ? tinually telling us of the brutal conduct 
—We are told also, that there were of soldiers to the people of iiome other 
150 ball cartridges actually fired. How coiintric.s ; both of which are incessantly 
came these men to have ball cartridges telling the abused publit: of the conduct of 
to ^ the amount of I- rounds a man ? the fV>reign soldiers in the army of the Em* 

Is it the custom in our army, to leave 4 peror of Vrance. What! are wc told, 

rounds, or even 1 round of ball cartridges that the ifdiahitadts do not feel themselves 
in the hands of the soidicisp Is there any very secure/^ in consequence of having 
regiment in our .service who ever had^’ball these, Gennali Erunswickcr Soldiers sent 
cartridges lelt in their hand.?, except when into their neighhourhood ? Theinhahitonis' 

in actual service before the enemy, or em- do not feel themseltfes very secure ! Now, 

ployed to quell riots? I should like to if this be true (of W'hich, of course,] can 
have an answer to thqsc questions, and A/iou; nothing ;) if this be true, what must 
that, toOf Rs soon as poasible. Ihavekiiowm the final consequence be? What must 
sotnatfiing of English regiments, for many this lead to ? If these people are wanted 
years, 4 nd I that bull cartridges in England, it must be in case of 

Mere things which were never put into and, if the inhabitants do not feel them* 
the haqds of the men, even upon guard, selves very secure with these people near 
except under very particular circum- thorn nou?,* how would they feel /Ae» 
s and that, in such cases, they were The answer to these questions will sug- 

taken Ironi the men the moment that par- gest itself to every man ; , and I do most 
ticuiar duty was over, and counted back earnestly hope, that, when parliament 
miotne store with as much exactness as meets, a full inquiry will be made into 
It they had been so many dollars, and, thL matier; and, indeed, into the whole 
indeed, with much more exactness. The of the question relating to these Germans 
customs ot the army must have changed and Bi unswickers ; for, there is no lore* 
very much, or the leaving of ball-car: telling hew great consequences may pro- 
trfdgej in the hands of soldiers off duty, ceed from an event like that above-jneiJ- 
must be something smgM/flr; and, at tioned ; and, when those consemieitces 
any rate, considering how fatal are the come upon us, it is too late to exclaim: 
consequences, winch may arise, and « Who woidd have thonghk it If i 
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wore animated by a desire of vengeance; 
if 1 were anxious to sec ophiions veri- 
fied, and to receive the unanimous ap- 
plause of the country for my unavailing 
exertions ; were this my wish, I should 
hold my tongue upon subjects of this sort ; 

1 should let the thing go on ; 1 should do 
nothing to check its progress ; I should 
carefully abstain from every thing that 
would be likely to put the German Sol- 
diers and their friends upon their guard. 
And, 1 am not sure that 1> should not do 
this ; 1 am by no means certain that I 
should not listen to my resentment, 
were 1 not impelled to speak by a still 
stronger feeling; were not my love for 
my country greater than my haired 
of my enemies. 1 am not pretending 
to any extraordinary portion of pa- 
triotism. I love my country for the 
same reasons that other men do, whose 
means of happiness are inseparable from 
the country, and who have, besides, a 
proper sense of national honour, and feel 
their own honour wounded, when that of 

their country receives a blow. 1 have 

always feared, and as far as 1 dared, have 
expressed my fears, of evils such as are 
now beginning to develope themselves ; 
and, as 1 am seriously impressed with the 
opinion^ that these evils are likely to lead 
to others of a tnuch greater magnitude, I wish 
to see speedily taken such measures as 
shall prevent that dreaded consequence. 

1 again repeat, that 1 do not state any 

of the above facts as true, 1 give them as 
I find them in one of our great public 
prints ; and, what 1 have said upon them 
is said with that reservation. And, again 
1 say, that 1 have not seen either this arti- 
cle, or the former article upon the same 
subject, contradicted, or even noticed, by 
either of the ministerial prints ; yet, if this 
story Were false, it would be very neces- 
sary to contradict it ; for, if it remain 
uncontradteted, the country, the world, 
and especially our enemy, who well knows 
Aho to estimate a fact qf' this sort, will as- 
suredly believe it to be true. Another 

reason for contradicting it, if false, is, that, 
if it remain uncontradicted, it may pro- 
duce a feeling in our natite army that may 
bs attended with very fatal consequences; 
and, indeed, if true, it might, in this last 
mentioned respect^ be rendered less mis- 
chievous by some explanation,* some (f- 
fidfU gintiment^ given of it. As it now is, 
k is caleuUted to produce the worst possi- 
ble ei^et; atld> therefore, I hope, that 
miMsthi&|[wiU be deA€ in the way either 


of contradiction or explatiatim, ank , 
too, as soon as possible. 

Royal German Legson. In my 

gister of the 1 of September 1 inserted 
the following article. — On Thursday a^ 
'' Court-Martial commenced at Bexhill, 
for the trial of two privates of the 
“ battalion of the Royal German Legion, 
who deserted a few days ago, and took 
from the beach a large boat for the pur- 
pose of going out to the enemy. They 
“ were apprehended by a boatman oft' 
" Dover.'" Times Newspaper, Monday, 
17th Sept. 1810. — Upon this 1 made some 
o]3serva4ions, to which 1 beg leave to refer 
the reader, page 3P4. In my last Num- 
ber, at page 5t)5, 1 made some further ob- 
servations upon the subject, and expressed 
my surprize that the Times newspaper, 
from which the article had been taken, 
had not either contradicted it, or told its 
readers what had been done to the of- 
fenders. It had, however, escaped my 
notice, that this information had been 
given by the Times, on Thursday last, the 
day before I wrote my aiticle, last referred 
was given in these words : “ The 
two privates of ihc 2nd battalion of the 
ROYAL GERMAN LEGION who were 
** lately tried by a Court Martial for liav- 
ing DESERTED in July last, WITH A 
VIEW OF GOING OVER TO THE 
“ ENEMY, have been found guilty of the 
" charge ; and sentenced to transportation 
life:' Well, then, if this state- 

ment be true; if this statement be true; 
if this statement be true, English reader, 
here we see it proved, that two of these 
German Legion, these ROYAL GERMAN 
LEGION SOLDIERS did actually desert, 
and not only desert, but desert with 
a view of going OVER TO THE 

ENEMY ! ^This, us I observed before, 

is, by HO means, the first desertions 
we have heard of in our army. Unfor- 
tunately those desertions are, by the ac- 
counts laid before parliament some tinta 
ago, proved to have been but too frequent. 
But, I repeat, that this is the first, the first 
instance that we have, or, at least, that I 
have heard of, wherein soldiers, in Eng- 
land, have deserted, with a view of ** going 
“ orcr to the enemy:* No such at tempt as 
this has ever been made, thank Uod, by 
the soldiers of out native army, who, I 
trust, will not imbibe this dangero^, this 
disgraceful, this miscreaiit-like lUfoctibii. 
Our native soldiers.hav^ desertuu tomd- 
titfiui, and very bad that is. It ita bteacH 
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of oath as well as of honour. But, they 
have never attempted to go or«‘ to the 
enemi/ as it is here distinctly asserted these 
Boyal German l^egioii soldiers have. 
Going over to the enemy is treason ; and, 
thank God, none ol* our native army have 
attempted the commission of such an of- 
fence.—; — ^Wliat efl'ect this example may 
have there is no telling. It is impossible, 
to say how such an txawple may work; 
what thoughts it i.iay put into the head ot 
bold and ad ventun. us men in our army ; 
but, I trus , that liicre are very few of our 
native .voKiiers, who are so ha&c us not to 
hold these misaemUs in detestation ^ raid who, 
ol course, would not shun the act with a 
doubh' degree of can , because it has been 
comimiled by tuem, and because to com- 
mit it would be to tollow tlieir di'^graceful 

example. As lo ilie pUKishmeut^ said to 

have been inllicted upon these tAiitoi otis 
miscreants, it is of little consequence, in 
my eyes, what becomes of them, so that 
they arc not suffered to live in this kingdom ; 
so that they are out of the kingdom, we need 
net care one straw what become> of them. 

1 do net. for my part, wish tlieirsoiry lives 
to be lake!i away. Let them live; but let 
tlioin not lac here; let them not live in 7 ;ip 

country. Many people are asking what 

country the traitorous miscreants aie to be 
traiispoited to? But. for »hv part, I care 
not a farthing what country it is, so that 
it is to no cfujntry wheie they can betrap 
us; where they can .-ell us ; where they 
can again perjure themscives and ;fc- 
tempt to go over to the enemy.— — 
J wish the reader and the public, and,« 5 f I 
thought they would lake my advice, 1 
would reconimeiid.to ihe iiiinisccr?, to con- 
sider well vif this matter. The w'orst ef- 
lect, that can be produced by the attempt 
of these bLtrayin^ mnerednts, is, in ihc way 
oi example to our own army. Cireut mis- 
chief may be done by it in tlie way of 
e^icouruging the enemy, wdio, as I said ‘be- 
fore, will not fail to note down the fact 
and to draw his conclusions accordiiiwly, 
in which conclusions it would be foorfsh 
for us to suppose, that he would be very 
erroneous, seeing how right he has been 
in his reasonings with regard to other 
countnes. But, still, as I am, and always 
have been, convinced, that we have no- 
thing to fear so lung as we ourselves re- 
main sound, so am I convinced, that the 
greatest danger to he apprehended from 
this attempt ©f .the Geum \ns to go over to 
the enemy, s tjle example it may give to 
•ttr native afmy , in whiCb^ if there should 


be discontented men, tliere may be some* 
amongst them found so bold and so wicked 
as to carry into execution what has i>ow, 
been merely attempted by these Ger- 
mans; and, if our native soldiers were to 
venture upon the underiaking, it is to be 
feared, tliat one boat-man would , not be 

able lo bring back two of them. This 

is the light, in which tliis atumipt of the 
Germans appears lo me most formidable ; 
for, if, wdiicii God forbid, any number of 
our native troops were to make such an 
attempt, there is no guessing at the con- 
sequences. For tiiLse reasons every 

means that can he made use of, ought to 
be made use of, lo excite a horror of this 
oUl-uf.e, and to deter others from contem- 
plating the commission of it. The name 
<)f the guilty persons sluuld, in my opi- 
nion, be made known to the whole army. 
This will, most likely, he done, in the pro-^. 
mulgation of the sentence of the court-rnaj'iial 
hy auihurity from the Hotse Guards, accom^ 
panied with the king's decision with regard to 
it; and, in addition to this, every man, 
who has tlie l onducting of a public print, 
ought to lend a hand U> the government 
in exciting and fixing, in ihe public mind, 
a horror of the deed of these base, cow- 
ardly, and ungrateful miscreants. — — 
Now', mind, ail this is said hypothetically ; 
it is said condition ally ; it applies to two 
(icrniatis only upon the presumption of 
w hat is asserted in the Times being true, if 
tiial account be false, all tiiat 1 have said 
has no application ; but, then, if it be 
false, tlie falshood should be contradicted 
without loss of lime. Once more, Eng- 

lish reader, let me press upon you a con- 
sideiiuion of the conduct of the Couiuer 
and Moiinino Post news-papers, which, 
from iiiM to last, have never published one 
single 'uord upon this subject. Let me press 
this upOil your attention. 1 beg you to 
reflect on what it indicates, 1 beg you to 
consider what can have been the cause of, 
this silence. I beg you to consider wdiat. 
can have prevailed upon the conductors of 
these prints to keep so guarded a silence 
upon so very interesting a matter ; a 
matter, in which the very existence of no 
small part of the people of England may 
possibly become involved. I beg to press 
this ufion you. The times we live in are 
full of danger. They require all th« 
energy, ^hich the most ardent public- 
spirit can give. Those wlio have tho 
controul of any part of the press, ought 
to regard it as a trust in their. hands for 
the country’s benefit ; an^j by those who. 
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stippress a knowledge of acts like that 
above-noticed, that country is betrayed, 
and the traitor is not the less criminal be- 
cause the law ii insufiicierit for reaching 
his crime. 

Portugal. In my last, at page 560, 

1 noticed the report, which, on Friday la.^ 
was ill eirculation, relative to a victory 
gained by Lord Talavera over Massena, 
which report was said (in the Morning 
Post) to have come directly from France 
by the American Envoy, Mr. Armstrong. 
This report was, the next day, proved to 
be false ; and my only motive for menti- 
oning it here, is, that the reader may view 
this instance ; that he may hear in mind 
this attempt to deceive, to cajole, to cheat, 
the abused public, it was well known, 
tJiat the fdlshood could not live for more 
than 2t hours; but, 2 1 hours was some- 
thing. The falshood gave time for the 
invention of another; and that other would, 
of course, dnd has been, suceceded by ano- 
ther and another and another ; and all 

this in the short space of 5 days. The 

Dispatches, published in another part of 
this Number, will speak for themselves* 
I'hcy will shew what sort of a state things 
were in at Almeida, and what w'as the 
cause of ilie speedy surreiulei. But, what 
J wigh the reader to pay particular atten- 
tion to is, wh it General (1 mean Marshal) 
Bi resford says about the traitors in that 
fortress. Let us, in ort\er to avoid a charge 
libel against our friends, the Portuguese, 

take tlic Marshars owm words : With 

** whatever regret it was we witnessed the 
'' unexpected fall of that place, imin- 
“ formed as we then were of the cause, I 
think the circumstance related in the 
Governor’s letter of the unfoiluiiate loss 
of his entire ammunition, and the injury 
'' sustained by the town and woiks, and 
“ loss to the garrison by the effects of the 
** explosion, will prove sufliciently the 
" impracticability of a protracted defence; 
** and I regret to say the conduct of the Lieu- 
" tenant-Goveriior (Teiiente Rey) Fru/i- 
cisco B, 4a Costa c Ahtmida, and of Major 
“ commanding the Artillery, Fornato Jo^e 
'' Barreros, increased the difficuliies occa- 
sioned by the explosion. The former 
'' had until the commencement of the 
enetny^s fire acted with much zeal and 
propriety, but on that commeiicing shut 
“ himaelj up in bomh~pro(/fs ; and after the 
explosion, from personal fear and to 
avoid any further firing, took advan- 
tage of the, consternation and confusion 
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" which mus^ be ever afiendant in such e 
" case, to counteract the G&i emor's attempt 
" to hold out at least some short time longer. 

" The Major of Artillei}’^ it appears, had 
“ acted well during the siege, but after 
" the explosion appears lo have added 

treachety *to coiuardicc, and to ^ain favour 
" with the enemy, communicated to him the 
" real state of the garrison, and that it had 
" no ammunition whatever left, which 
" caused Marshal Massena to refuse the 
" terms demanded by the Governor.” — — 
I do not think that any remarks upon this 
are ncces‘!aiy. 'ihe commentary will, in 
all likelihood, be a very plain-speaking 
one, and will not be long, perhaps, before* 
it reaches even the dull ears of the readers 
of the Morning Post ; for, if it i omc as I 
think il* will, it will be //t7i?*d.~So, 
then, her^ is treason at Lisbon and at 
Alme’Ua ; here is (reason in the Capital 
and treason on the Frontier ; treason in the 
neighbourhood of the enemy and treason 
at the pomt of embarkation. And, is it 
come to this? Is this the lesiilt ot ail that- 
wc have been told about the fidelity of 
our allies and their zeal in our cause ? Is 
it come to this, after those, who doubted- 
of the disposition of the Portuguese have 
been culled admirers of Buonaparte and 
ru7ik traitors to Fm gland : Would it not, rea- 
der, have been full as well, if the advice uf 
the Morning Chronicle had been taken as 
to abuse the writer for giving that advice ? 

J beg the reader to h'ok now at the 

situation of Portugal, and of our army in 
it, I beg him, then to look back at what 
I have,*fj*om time to time, extracted Irom 
the Morning Post and the CoiaiiEU upon 
the subject; and, when h\; has so done, 
to consider, whether, if he be one of those 
persons, who contribute tow'ards the ex- 
istence of those prints, the denunciation 
of Covvpcr does not apply to him. 

" Hear the just Law, the Jnd.innent of the Skies : 

•* He that hates Truth, shall be the Dupe of Lies : 

" Ami be that will be cheated to the last, 
Delusion strong as Hell shall bind him fast.** 

Cow el r.. 

We need not expect, that those, who have 
deceived the credulous people hitherto, 
will discontinue tlieir deceptions, bt'cause 
events, not to he disguised, have now de- 
tected and exposed them. This opof'ation 
they have undergone before ; and they 
are, without a blush, ready to undergo it 
again. If they bad any sense of shame ; 
it that feeling bad any thing to do with 
their nature, or, if it had not been com* 
pletely worn out of them by the con* 
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Ihiual rubbiiip of CORRUPTION, they 
itould not be tit for their calling. They will 
persevere ; but, if what I hear of their suc- 
cess be true,thei( perseverance will, at no 
very distant day, be attended with an effect 

very honourable to the public. 1 shall 

cflier no conjectures of mine, relative to | 
Viscount Talnvera and his army. These 
writers say, that every thing promises 
fairly.—^'* Our accounts (says the Mora- 
" ing Post of yesterday) by the last coii- 
veyance are indeed of THE MOST EN- 
COURAGING DESCRIPTION. They 
** state as follows : —Lord Wellington was 
accompanied in his late movements by 
** nearly the whoU population of the country, 
who destroyed such part of their property 
'' as they wetc unable to remove ; so that 
** Massena, by advancing in an exhausted 
^ country, must add to the embarfassments 
he previously laboured under from the 
insufficiency of his supplies. Marshal 
Beresford had, on the 22d ult. arrived 
at Serra de Bestieros, at the Northern 
'' extremity of the Alcoba Mountains, and 
by means of the divisions of Generals 
Traut and Spencer, formed a junction 
with Lord Wellington, who, in addition 
to the advantage of a strong mountainous 
position y has concentrated his forces, 

“ brought the Portuguese army within the 
** range of his operations, and drawn 
** nearer to his main resources, while the 
enctny ^eis further from Ais supplies, is cow- 
pelled to divide his forces, and isci'itos^d to 
** excursions from the Estrella ami Akoba 

** MountuiiirS,** Thus, on Mond^ last, 

the accounts of nearly the whole popula- 
tion accompanying Lord Talavcra and 
destroying all that part of their property, 
which they rould not remove, were of tlte 
most encourw^ing description ' To day the 
accounts (same prim) go a little further. 
Another battle \s up; another vic- 

tory.— It was very ^enei'atly reported in 
'' the course of the evening, that an ac- 
count had been received of a battle hav- 
ing been fought on the Mondegp, in which 
the enemy were defeated with the loss of 
10,000 wk*n, while that of the British did 
not amount, in killed, wounded, and pri- 
soners, to more than 1,000 it W'as added 
that Ix)rd Wellington himself was 
iHghtfy wouikUiL That a battle has 
" taken place, ere this, we see little or no 
" reason to doubt ; but of the result, we 
^epeat, no official advice had arrived at a 
" late hour last night- At the date of the 
** accounts reeeis^«d by the Tennant, the 
hostile armiea wore within leagues 


•' of eacli other ; Massena’s force was said 
to amount to between 70 and 80*(X)0 ; 
« that of Lord Wellington to between 50 
and ti0,000. Their respective positions, 
" as describeti in our Paper of yesterday, 
were such, that a speedy and desperate 
** battle appeared inevitable, with the re- 
'' suit of which it is probable w« shall be 
" made acquainted before our next Paper 
goes to press.''— This assertion about 
the general report is wholly false. No 
such report was abroad last evening ; and 
the sole intention of the falsliood is to 
amuse the very foolishest part of this 
print's very foolish readersybr otic halfday. 

The world never before saw, and 

never thought of, such an use of the press 

as it is now put to in England. Is it 

not shameful ; is it not scandalous ; is it 
not to the last degree degrading to us, 
that such publications meet with support ? 
Our country has suffered much from many 
causes ; but, my sincere belief is, that, of 
ail these causes, the most powerful has 
been the shameless prostitution of the 
press. 

W“. CORBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

October 9, 1810. 

IRELAND. 

Extract from the Dublin Evening Herald, of 
28 Sept, relative to the conduct qf some qf 
the PROTESTANT YEOMANRY, in 
opposition to the Catholics. 

Sir, — I have read with pleasure the ac- 
count of the Meeting held in your city, 
for the purpose of taking into considera- 
tion the propriety of petitioning Parlia- 
ment for the repeal of the Union, (an ac- 
which has produced the most ruinous con- 
sequences to Ireland) in which the various 
religious sects joined hand in hand, and 
all party distinction seemed lost in the 
more Worthy feeling of endeavouring to 
alleviate the distresses of their country, 
men. Very different, indeed, is the spirit 
which seems to actuate many wlvo wear 
the insignia <f loyalty in this part of the 
country, who exult in the diabolical work 
of sowing the seeds of discord among fheir 
brethren, as the following plain narrative 
will shew.— On the J2th inst. Major Wal- 
lace attended at Banford green, the seat of 
Robt. Jaffray Nicholson, esq. for the pur- 
pose of inspecting various corps of ^eb- 
men, viz. Warrinptown Cavalry, com- 
man^ by John Lushington ihjilty, aaq. 
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Bann Infantry, commanded by Robert 
Jaflray Nicholson, and the Scarragh 
Infantry, commaiicled by Wm. E. Reilly, 
esq.-^'fhe Scarvagh Infantry (whose Cap- 
tain not attending) were commanded by 
Lieut. Shegog, arrived on the ground first ; 
shortly after the Bann Infantry made their 
appearance, and immediately shewed by 
their hesitating manner, and loud mur- 
murs, that they were dissatisfied. On 
being questioned as to the cause of their 
dissatisfaction, they declared, they would 
not be inspected along with the Scarvagh 
Infantry, because there were six Roman 
Catholics belonging to that corps. Their 
Captain harangued them, and deprecated 
in strong language the fomenting of reli- 
gious animosities ; he ended by saying, 
he had ceme to a resolution, " that any 
one of them w ho refused to be inspected 
with the Scarvagh infantry, might lay 
down their arms immediately the whole 
threw down their muskets, and the greater 
part their belts ; the whole of the Scar- 
vagh Infantry, with the exception of the 
six Catholics, seeing what the others had 
done, ran over to them huzzaing; the 
Warringstown Cavalry, as if seized with a 
similar mania, galloped from their Oflicers 
and joined the other two corps, while the 
six Cathohes, left to themselves and fear- 
ful of unpleasant consequences from the 
intolerant spirit of their fellow soldiers, 
retired from the field in which their 
presence had caused so much confusion.— 
John Lushington Reilly, esq. in a strong 
and energetic speech to his corps, de- 
clared, he had been in Germany, Hol- 
land, &c. ill a number of engagements, 
and never before knew British subjects 
refuse to obey iheir officers ; that he had 
seen Protestant and Catholic fight side b}^ 
side, and nobly mingle their blood in the 
field of honour; that he had never seen 
any difference made on account of religi- 
ous profession, nor ever heanl of it until 
he witnessed it in this unhappy country, 
and concluded by saying, that men who 
would conduct themselves as they had 
done, he could have nothing farther to do 
with/' on which they dismounted and 
laid down their arms, and dispersed in the 
utmost confusion.— Alas ! Sir, are these 
the glorious defenders of their Countiy ? 
are these the men to whom we are to look 
for succour in the hour of danger ? 8ind at 
a time which .so loudly calls for unanimi- 
ty, and the extinction of qyery religious 
prejudice^at a time wdien the great Ty- 
ranl » eiEOrting bis energies to endeavour 


to overwhelm us, and when (which God 
avert) we do not know the hour that we 
shall be called upon to encounter him, for 
oar very existence, on oar own shores— 
when every arm capable of wielding a 
sword is required for our country’s de- 
fence, that the torch of religious discoid 
should be again enkindled, and the into- 
lerance of religious persecution persisted 
in against a numerous, loyal, peaceable, 
brave, and unoffending people, argues not 
more wickedness, than stultified blindness. 
—I am. Sir, yours, &c. Benevolo i. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Portugal.— Hispa/cZ/es from Lord Viscouni 
Talaverat respecting the fall of Almeida. 
Publkhcd by the Government in Imdon, 
6th Oc*. lb 10. 

A dispatch, qf whicfi the following is a copy^ 
was received, on the ^ih instant, at the Eas'l of 
Liverpool* s Office, addressed to his Lordship 
by Lieutenant-General Viscount Wellington^ 
it, B, dated Gouvea, bth September, JSIO. 

Gouvea, Sept. 5, 1810. 

My Lord ; — I inclose a letter from Co- 
lonel Cox, late Governor of Almeida, to 
Marshal Beresford, containing a copy of 
the capitulation of Almeida, and an ac- 
count of the circumstances which occa- 
sioned the early surrender of that place.— 
It was impossible to expect that Colonel 
Cox .should continue the defence of the. 
place after the unfortunate occurrence 
which ^he mentions ; and I am happy to 
add, tliat all the accounts which I have 
received from officers and soldiers of the 
militia, who have come into the interior 
under the capitulation, concur in applaud- 
ing the conduct of the Governor through- 
out the siege, and in the unfortunate 
situation in which he was placed towards 
its close. It is certain that till the explo- 
sion of the magazine of the place, the gar- 
rison had sustained but little loss, and 
were in the highest spirits, and, encou- 
rr»ged by the example of the Governor, 
and the confidence they had in him, were 
determined to hold out till the last mo- 
ment.— I have the honogr to inclose the 
ropy of a letter, which 1 received from 
Marshal Beresford. in which he inclosed 
the letter from Colonel Cox ; to which X 
have to add,’ thkt the two officers men- 
tioned in that letter, the Teneiite del Rey» 
and the Major of the Artillery, have en- 
tered the service of France, and that Uie 
latter has been promoted to the fink, iilf 
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colonel. 1 am also mfornied that \i\ hen 
sent out by the Governor into I’ne enemy’s 
lines to negotiate the capitulalion ; and 
after he had lnli>rmed the enemy of tiie 
unfortunate situation of the j^arrison, he 
did not return to the place vviien hostili- 
ties recommenced ; hut continued in the 
enemy’s lines. 1 have the honour to be, 

" Wellington. 

Extract of a Litter froin Marshal Dcresfovd 
to Viscount Wcltingtov. dated Moma.to 
da SerrajMh S^pteather, 18i(). 

I have the honour to transmit U> your | 
Lordship a copy ef a letter I have rccciv- | 
c.l fu^m Coloiiei Cox, late (jovemorof Al- | 
meida, and a eojiv of the cap\tr,;ation of 
that place. — ^Wiiii whatever regret it was 
we witnessed the unexiA cted ihi! of that 
place, uninformed as we then were of the 
i.au^e, 1 think tlie circiunstancc felated in 


milting zeal and activity, encouraging all 
by hibonn example. — Vour Lordship will 
sec that it was of very little consequence 
what capitulation the g.u rison had got, as 
it is obvious the enemy would not have 
observed it, were it v^as lii.s interest In 
break it, and which will be witnessed by 
his havin'/ fletamed by force, and con- 
trary to the t‘.rjn< ot the capiliiiation, 
seven (dhccjft and two liundred men rrorn 
cacii ot ihi* tine* rt gimenH bf miltlia that 
j weie in i!rj ^/.irrison, and this with the 
‘ obji'it of l'or,ii!r'g tht-in into a pioneer 
eprj)-. — Ihe eiiicers and soldicis of tlie 
militia regimeips, to a man, continued to 
rtb.i • to enter voluntarily into the service 
of ihe rnemy, and the seven oiTicers and 
I two hu id red iiien of each i\*gimenr were 
j detained {‘onably. Such are the circum- 
I stances vv Inch have come to iny knowledge 
I of the ccnduct of the garrison of Almeida, 


the Governor's letter of the unhu-tunate 
loss of his entire ammunition, and them- 
jury sustained by the town and w^orks,and 
loss to the garrison by tlie etlects of the 
explosion, will prove soflicitnlly the im* 
practicabiliiy of a prolracL..d defence; 
and I regret to say the conduct of the 
Lieutenant Governor (Tenente }(e\ ) Fran- 
cisco llernaruo da Costa e Ahnuida, and 
of Major, comruanding the Artiliery, For- 
tunate Joyc Bavreros, increased the diffi- 
culties occasioned by the explosion. The 
former had until the commencement of 
the enemy's fire acted with much zeal and 
propriety, hut on that commencing shut 
himself up in bornb-prooP? ; and after the 
exp’osinn, from personal fear and UV avoid 
any further firing, took advantage of the 
consiernation and confusion which must 
be ever ata-ndant in such a case, to coun- 
teract the G'^veinor's attempt to hold out 
at least some short time longer. The 
Major of Artillery, it appears, had acteil 
well during the siege, hut after the explo- 
sion appears to have added treachery to 
cowardice, and to gain favour with the 
cntniy, c*^mmunicated to him the real 
state of the garrison, and that it had no 
ammunition wdiatever left, which caiLscd 
Marshal Massena to refuse the terms de- 
manded by the Governor. — Until the un- 
fortunate accident of the explosion of the 
magazine, the garrison appears to have 
been in the highest spirits, and in the best 
possible disposition and resolution to de- 
fend the town, and which they unani- 
mously state their Governor's conduct in- 
spired them with) as every officer and man 
gives the highest applause to. his unre- 


and whicii 1 think it neces'^aiy^ to coiiunu- 
iiicate to your Lord.diip. 

Alika del Ohispo, Awj'. 1)0, IS 10. 

Sir ; — The painful task lia lalleii toniy 
! lui of nc'pjaiiuifig your Fv 't lleiicy, that 1 
was reduced lu Ui'^ necessity of surrender- 
ing the forlre.vi> of Alnieidr', which 1 had 
the honour to comm i)i(l, on the 27 ih in- 
stant, a^. ten o'clock at night, in come- 
queiice of the unfortunate explosion of the 
great magazine of powder in the Castle, 
and the small magazines contiguous to it, 
by which dreadful accident 1 was depriv- 
ed of llie whole of my artillery and mus- 
ket ammunition, with the exception of a 
few' made-up cartridges which remained 
in some of the ex pence magazines on the 
ramparts, and thirty-nine barrels of pow- 
der w hich were deposited in the labora- 
tory. — Upwards of half of the detach- 
ment of artillery, and a great number of 
infantry soldiers, besides several of the in- 
habitants, were destroyed by the elleet of 
this terrible explosion. Many of ihe guns 
were dismounted upon the ramparts, the 
works were materially injured, and a ge- 
neral dismay spread amongst the troops 
and inhabitants of the place.— In this dis- 
tressing situation I received a letter from - 
the Commander in Chief of the French 
aimy of Portugal, proposing to me thatl 
.should surrender the place to the French 
army under his command upon honoura- 
ble terms, which, he said, he was ready 
to grant ; 1 answered, that I wished to 
know the terms which he proposed ; upon 
which the Articles, of which I have the 
honour to send your Excellency a €opy« . 
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were transmitted to me, and which, after 
usiii^^ every etlort in my power to obtain 
more fiiv^iunible terms, I accepted, with 
an exception in favour of the militia regi- 
iiients. I hope my conduct on this trying 
occasion will meet yonr Exeellcncy^s ap- 
probation, and that I shall remain justified 
by the circumstances in the eyes cd" my 
country. — The Prince of Ims been 

^ood awu^li to ailoil' 7iie to reUnii to England 
on my parole, accompanied by iwajor 
Hev\itt and Captam Tolcy, of the, ‘.'ith 
rcgimo'it, and we are now on (Uir way to 
I'rancej to tinharl; ftom theiw’c for a 
Briusii poti. I li.tvc the iiononrlo be . &c. 

W. Cox. 

SwF.nrN . — Act of Eitciion of thn Xhhucof 
Ponte Corvo (Geti. BltikkUuic) to be 
Crown Prince, Dated ut Stockholm, 
Sept, J, J8i0. 

We, the undersigned, States-Gcneral of 
the Uiiii^duiii of Sweden, Counts, Barons, 
Bishops, ftepicsentativcs of the Nobility, 
Clergy, Burghers, and Peasants, assembled 
in the Extraordinary Diet at Orebro, 
make known, Uiai his Royal Iliglincss* 
Prince Charles Augustus of Jj'chicswdg 
Holstein Augusteuburg, elected Prince 
Royal of Sweden, of tlie Goths and Van- 
dals, being deceased without heirs male, 
and judging that it is our duty to prevent 
and to avert the danger to the independ- 
ence and tranquillity of the kingdom, as 
well as to the rights and privileges of its 
inhabiiants, which might result from a va- 
cancy of the throne, and a consequent 
election : e.xercising, at the same lime, 
the power which is reserved to us by the 
ninety-fourth Article of the Constitution 
of the 6th of June, ESOt), of electing in 
such case a new dynasty for these rea- 
sons, and considering tiiat the High and 
Mighty Prince and Lord Jean Baptiste 
Jule Bernadotte, Prince of Ponte Corvo, 
is endowed with virtues and qualities 
which give us the well-founded hope of 
enjoying under the reign of that Prince, 
a good administration and prosperity, the 
fruits of a legal, energetic, and benehceiit 
Government: We, the States-General of 
Sweden, upon the proposition of our au- 
gust king now reigning, under condition 
that the said Prince and Lord the Prince 
of Ponte <>)rvo, have before liis arrival 
on the Swedish territory embraced the 
'Evangelical Lutheran Religion, and signed 
the conditions drawn up by us, have vo- 
luntarily elected by free and unanimous 


suffrage, for ourselves and our descend- 
ants, the High and Mighty PHnee Jean 
Baptiste Jule Bernadotte, Prince of Ponte 
Corvo, to the dignity of Rriiicc Royal of 
Sweden, to reign in Sweden and its de- 
peiideiicics after the decease of our pre- 
sent august Sovereign (whose days may 
the Almighty prolong !) to be crowned 
King of Sweden, and receive tlie oath of 
fidelity ; in ^hort, to govern the kingdom 
according to the literal sense of the Con- 
btii ition of the bth of June, 1809, and of 
the other ia\vs in force, as well funda- 
mental as genera! and special, the whole 
( ouformablc to the answers which his 
Ro\uI Highness shall now give,and after- 
wards at his accession to the throne. We 
aho confer on the legitimate male de- 
scendant^ of his Royal HigVmess, the right 
of filling the throne of Sweden, in ihi* 
order and manner which ire literally pre- 
scribed in the law of succession which we 
have established. — Wc,the States-Gcneral 
of Sweden, have, in consequence, con- 
firmed the present Act ol Election, by th^* 
signature of our names, and aflixing our 
seals. — Done at Orebro, this 21st of Au- 
gust, m the year of the Christian Era 1810% 

Amkric.v.— from the Honorable. 

David E^rskine to Mr. Secretary Canning, 

dated W ashington, 3d uf December, 1 808 . 

( Continued from p, 5 H,) 

He went also into all the arguments upon 
that subject, which are detailed in his cor- 
respondences with the American Minis- 
ters in London and Paris, as published in 
the documents releiTed to in the Presi- 
dc'iit’s Message; 1/ut wluch I do not now 
repeat, as my object is merely to inform 
you of the result o£ his observations, 
which was, that as the world must be con- 
vinced that America had in vain taken all 
the means in her power to obtain from 
Great Britain and France a just attention 
to her rights as a neutral Power, by re- 
presentations and remonstrances, that she 
Wf jld be fully justified in having recourse 
to hostilities with either Belligerent, and 
that she only hesitated to. do so, from the 
didiculty of contending with both ; but 
that she must be driven even to endeavour 
to inaintaiii her rights against the two 
greatest Powers in the world, unless either 
of them should relax ihcir restrictions 
upon neutral commerce, in which case the 
United States would at once side with 
that Pow'er against the other which might 
continue its aggressions.— Mr. Madianil 
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observed to me^ that it nrast be evident 
that the I5mt«d States would enter upon 
measoree of hostility with great reluct- 
ance, as he achnuwledged that they are 
iK>i at all prepared for war, much less 
with a Power so irresistibly strong as 
Great Britain, and that nothing would be 
thought to be too great a sacrifice to the 
preservation of* peace, except their inde- 
pendence and their honour. He said, he 
did not believe that any Americans would 
be found uilli/ig to submit to (what he 
termed) the encroachments upon the li- 
berty of the rights of the United Stales, 
by the Belligerents, and thcreibio the al- 
ternatives were Embargo or War. He 
confessed that the people of this country 
were beginning to think the former alter- 
native too passive, and would, .perhaps, 
soon prefer the latter, as even less injuri- ; 
ous to the interests, and more^ congeiiiid 
with the spirit of u free people — He de- 
clared to me, that every opinion on which 
he ascertained respecting the best inte- 
rests of his country^ led liiiii to wi^li that 
a good understanding should take place 
between Great Britain and the United 
States, and that he thought that the obvi- 
ous advantages which would thereby re- 
sult to both countries vvere a sufficient 
pledge of the sincerity of his sentiments. I 
—The reasons which induce me to be- 1 
lieve that the views and determinations of 
this Government, as described to me by 
Mr. Madisoti, are their real sentiments, 
and that they will pursue the course of 
conduct which they h^ve marked out, 
arise from a mature consideratioA of the 
actual Slate of the ailkirs of this country, 
the particular Situation of the Government 
and ruJiivg party, and from certain private 
but importaiti communications which have 
been made to me by some of tli« Mem- 
beri of the Administration, who are sin- 
cerely desirous of a conciliation with 
Greet Britain'.— It is evident from every 
thing which has lately taken place in this 
cowntry^ that the people at large are de- 
•irou& of having the Embargo removed ; 
butk io al^o to be* col looted from the result 
•f ths' elections throughout the United 
States, that the present ruling party have 
» diocidedf majority of the people with 
them; and aa they have pledged them - 
selves not to sepeal it, while the restrictions 
mp0i^ their iitu«ral rights continue in force, 
by bfM-b JBbriig^rents, without substituting 
war moasuresTy and' as they tbemselvefr ac- 
bnowledgo' that thr uitimfUie and only ef« 
mode of mMtig such warfare, if 


persisted in, is war,' aitd * that a perma- 
nent suspension of commerce would not 
properly be resistance, but submission 
I cannot therefore conceive that it would 
be possible for them to retract their decla- 
rations ; and indeed they would not have 
the power of continuing the Embargo 
more than six months, and of course, there- 
fore, they must substitute war measures 
when it should be withdrawn, unless they 
were to abandon all the principles they 
have laid down, and to change all the re- 
solutions which they have so unequivocally 
expressed. — It is true that they might 
possibly do so, if they found themselves 
pressed by the number and strength of 
their opponents, or by a change in the 
opinions of their majority amongst the 
people ; but it is plain from the decision 
in the House of Rcprcsi ntatives in Con- 
gress, upon the resolutions proposed by 
the CommlUec appointed to consider 
I the subject of their foreign relations, 
which were carried by a majority of 
eighty -four lo iw'enty-one, that they nave 
not lost any ground in the present Con- 
gress ; unci the result of the elections for 
Members of Congress proves, that al- 
though they have lost some votes in the 
Eastern Stales, that they will have a great 
majority out of the whole number of the 
next Congress.— For these reasons 1 con- 
clude that the Govern^neiit party could 
carry along with tliein the support of the 
people in the measures which they might 
resolve to take ; and I have already ex- 
plained, why I ^‘licve they will adopt the 
course of conduct which 1 have described 
in the foregoing part of this dispatch, 
arising out of the stale of the country and 
their ow'n particular situation, and I will 
therefore proceed to explain my private 
reasons for feeling confirmed in their opi- 
nions, and will have the honour of layinjg 
before you some important communica- 
tions w'hich were made to me by some of 
the Members of this Government, unoffi- 
cially, but with a desire that thev might 
produce a favourable effect towards a con- 
ciliation with Groat Britain. 1 beg leave 
to refer you to my next number, in which 
they are detailed.— I have the honour to 
be, with the highest respect. Sir, Your 
most obedient humble servant, 

D. M. EasKfNB. 

« 

Dispatch from the Hon, David Brskine lo 

Mr. See, Canimg, dated IVashing^^ 

^th Dec. 1808. 

Sir;«-In the course of several pcivate 
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interviews which 1 had with Mr, Gallatin, 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and with 
Mr. Smith, the Secretary of the Navy, I 
have collected from them that their senti- 
ments coincide with those of Mr. Madi- 
son, which 1 have detailed at some length 
in the preceding number of my dispatches, 
respecting the proper course of conduct 
which ought to be pursued by the United 
States, in their present situation, although 
they had differed as to the propriety of 
laying on the Embargo, as a measure of 
defence, and had thought that it w'ould be 
better to have resorted to measures of a 
more decided nature at first, but that now 
they had no other means \e(i but to con- 
tinue it for a short time longer ; and then 
in the event of no change taking place 
in the conduct of the Belligerents to- 
wards the United States, to endeavour 
to assert their rights against both Powers; 
but that if either should relax in their 
aggressions, they said they would vote for 
taking part with that one against the other 
which should continue its aggressions. — 
Mr. Gallatin remarked to me, that the 
resolutions which were proposed by the 
Committee of Foreign Relations in theil 
report to the House of Kepresentatives, 
and which had already passed in the Com- 
mittee of the whole llouse, and would 
perhaps soon pass into a law, seemed to 
him to remove two very important grounds 
of difiercHce with Great Britain, viz. the 
Non-iniportant Act, as applicable to her 
alone, and the President's Proclamation, 
whereby the ships of Great Britain were 
excluded from the ports of the United 
States, while those of France were per- 
mitted to enter; but now, by the Non- 
intercourse law, both Powers were placeil 
on the same footing. He did not pretend 
to sa}*- that this measure had been taken 
from any motives of coiicessioii to Great 
Britain ; but, as in fact those consequence.^ 
followed, he conceived they might be 
cousider.ed as removing the two great ob- 
stacles to a conciliation. This he wished 
might be the case, as he intimated to me 
that such steps were about to be taken by 
Congress upon another very important 
subject of the differences between the two 
countries, as might have a further effect 
in leading to a favourable adjustment of 
them. He infoniicd me, that a law was 
about to be proposed by Congress, and 
which he believed w'ould pass, to inter- 
dict all' American vessels from receiving 
on board any foreign seamen, under heavy 
jpenalties or forfeitures, and that, already 


the ships of war of the United States ha4 
been ordered not to receive any, and to 
discharge such as were at that time on 
board. This subject is«also alluded to 
by Mr. Giles, the Senator, in his speech, 
who is high in the confidence of the Go- 
vernment, and, it is said, is to be Mn. 
Madison^s Secretary of State. Mr. Gal- 
falm also said, that he knew that it was 
intended by the United States to abandon 
the attempt to carry on a trade with the 
colonies of the Belligerents in time of 
war which was not allowed in time of 
peace, and to trust to the being permitted 
by the French to carry on such trade in 
peace so as to entitle them to a continu** 
ancr; of it in time of war.— In this manner, 
he observed, all the points of difforenc# 
between Great Britain and the United 
States might be smoothed away (was 
his expression), and that the United States 
would be willing to put the intercourse 
with tireat Britain upon a perfect foot- 
ing of reciprocity, and would either 
consent to the arrangement that the ships 
of both nations should pay the same dutie.s 
reciprocally, or place each other simply 
upon the footing of the most favoured 
nation. — I have no doubt that these com- 
munications were made with a sincere 
desire that they might produce the effect 
of conciliation, because it is well known 
that Mr. Gallatin has long thought that 
the restrictive and jealous system of non* 
important laws,* extra dutie?, and other 
mod^s of cliecking a free trade with Great 
Britain, have been erroneous, and inghly 
injuriofis to the interests of America. He 
informed me, distinctly, that he bad alwaye 
entertained that opinion, find that he had 
uniformly endeavoured to persuade the 
President to place t];ie conduct of Great 
Britain and France towards the United 
States in a fair light before the public.. 
He seemed to check himself at the mo- 
ment he was speaking upon that subject, 
and I could not get him to express him- 
self more distinctly ; but 1 could clearly 
collect from his manner, and from some 
slight insinuations, that he thought the 
i^esident had acted with partiality to- 
wards France ; for he turned the conver- 
sation immediately upon the character of 
Mr. Madison, and said that be could not 
be accused of having such » bias tow^ds 
France; and remarked that Mr. Madison 
was known to be an admirer of the Britwih 
constitution, to be generally well disposed 
towards the nation, and to be entirely 
fro/u any enmity to its general prosperity. 
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He appealed to me, whether 1 had not oh- gret. How far tiie goedrwiil of this Go- 
served that he frequently spoke with ap- vernnicm and Country towards Great Bri- 
probation of its institutions, its energy and tain may be worili, in the estimation of 
spirit, and thaUhe was thoroughly well his Majesty’s (iovcrnment, the sacrifice of 
versed in its history, literature, and arts, the Orders in Council, and of the impres- 
— These observations he made at that sion which they might be expected to 
time for the purpose of contrasting the make on France, it would be presunip- 
sentiments of iMr. Madison with those of tuous in me to venture to calculate ; but 
the President, as he knew that I n^pst I am thoroughly persuaded, that at that 
have observed that Mr. Jeiicrson never price it might be obtained —I have eiidea- 
spoke with approb . it ion of any thing that voured, by the most strict and diligent 
was British, and always took up French enquiries into the views and strength of 
topics in his conversation, and always the federal party, to ascertain to what ex- 
praised the people and country of France, tent they would be willing and able to re- 
and never lost an opporinnity of shewing sist the measures of the parly in powei , 
his dislike to Great Biitain. — At the close and how far they could carry the opinions 
of niy intervievv with Mr. Guliatin, he of this country along with them in their 
said, ill a familiar way, " You see. Sir, we attempts to remove the Embargo, without 
could settle d treaty in my piivate room 
two hours, which might pei^i.ips be 
found to be as lasting as if ft bound 
up ill all the formalities of a regular sys- 
tem ; and might be found as* reciprocally 
useful as a treaty ctinsisting of twenty- that t'lc Feut rri'ists uuiltl not venture to 
four articles, in which the intricate points n’ccmmcfid th n u ^lll>uld be withdrawn, 
of intercourse might be in vain attempted without proposing: soinc measures ofgrcater 
to be reconciled to the opposite, and per- energy a .substitute. Some have indeed 
baps, jealous views of self-intercst of the binted at the propriety of at once de- 
fespeciive countries.”— I have taken tfie daring war against France; but few, 
liberty of detailing to you the substance however, of those who have been most 
of this unotficial conversation with ^\lr. c lamorous agaiuot the Embargo, have yet 
Gallatin, in order to explain to you the oBcrcd ihdr opinions, as to what course 
grounds upon which I have formed my ought to be pnrhued, although all have 
opinion that llm Members of the present declareil against the rsiibmission to the re- 
Government, who are expected will be- slrictions upon their iicntral rights. — When 
long also to the next, would be des'lrous the .small number' of those who have 
of settling the differences of the United pointed out the propriety of going to war 
States with Great Britain, to enablo them with France alone, is considered, even of 
to extricate the country and lliemsclvcs the Federal paity, I cannot believe that 
from the diibcuUies in which they are in- such a measure would succeed. — All the 
volved ; for it is now, I believe, deter- lca(^e^^ of the Democratic party in Con- 
mined that Mr. Gallatin will accept his gress ami out of it declare that they only 
present office under Mr. Madison, which propose the continuance of the Embargo 
was at one time doubted. The character for a short time j and that if the voice of 
of Mr. Gallatin must be well known to the people at large is for more active re- 
you to be Held in the greatest respect in sis^ance, that they should be willing and 
this country for his unrivalled talents as a ready to put forth the strength of the coun- 
Fiuancier and as a Statesman. There can- try for that purpose. These declarations 
not, I think, be any reasonable doqbt eii' are to be found in the speeches, some 
tertained that he is heartily opposed to iwintcd copies of which 1 have sent herc- 
French aggrandizement, and to the u>urpa- with; you will find, however, that in 
tions of Buonaparte. srHe was an enthu- some of them a gveat stress is still laid 
siast in fivour of the French revolution, up.«ii the effects to be expected from the 
in the early period of it, but has long Embargo in coercing the Belligerents, 
since abandoned the favourable opinions particularly Great Bntain, to relax in her 
he had entertained respecting it, and has lestriciiuns, from the distress and incon- 
viewed the progress of France towards venionce wliich is likely to be procured 
universal dominion with jealousy and re- by the want of the produce of this country^ 
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recurring to liosiiiitio*^ agu;nsl both threat 
Britain and Fiiuico. — UjKm a mature con- 
.sideration of this .subiert I am persuaded, 
that gioat as the desire is which generally 
prevails forMie removal <>i‘ ihc Embargo, 
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" A FRENCri OFFICER ON THE STAFF, and HIGH IN THE CONFIDENCE of Sir Joun StnaaT, 
is reporteH to have been detected in a correspondence leith IVI&rat. It is said that lie made regular 
** communications of the force, positions, and purposes of the army in Sicily, and afforded such inlelli- 
genceas Ua-^e been fatal to our irUeiesls in that Island, had not the activity and gallantry of out 

•* cruisers more than counteracted his treason. He ha^ we hear, been ordered home for trial. We are 
ever willing to admire and rewan! merit, without suflering our estimation of it to be narrowed by consi- 
deration us io the co'i'ilry xvitikh the possessor birth, but we have, ut the same time, ba'l too 

frequent occasion to lament that in'ligenous talent has been left to pine unregarded, while foreigners of 
** less deserving have been obtruded into situations to betratf Mf.**—— M orning Po-ht, News-Paper, 6tn 0(t- 
iober, 1810. 

609] ^ £610 


SUMMARY OF POIiTICS. 

FoREroNEKs ON I HE Staff. l.ook at 

the Motto, English reader ! Luolc at the 
Motto ! And, when you have hiok^d at- 
tentively at it, it will be fjTiite umiecessary 
for me to remind you rj{ wbnt 1 have so 
often said upon the subject; or to point 
out to you, that, upon a recent memorable 
occasion, I expressly complained of Fo- 
reign Officers being employed on the 
Su0; that is to say, being ciitruslcd with 
the command of parts of the army, or be- 
ing so situated as to be able to betray us 
to the enemy. This observation of mine 
was called a fresh calumny ; but that ap- 
pellation did not mar the truth of what I 
said, nor will it at all tend to prevent conse- 
quences, such as are above-dest ribed and 
related, and of whi^jh we have not, I fear, 
yet seen but a tmall part. — —All the Daily 
News-Papers have published the above 
article as far down as the word Trinl 
but the corollary I find only in the Morn- 
ing Post, which corollary coniains an 
opinion, from which I di.s^ent. Tiie wri- 

ter says, that “ ho is ever willing to admire 
and reward merit, wiihont r.uilering his 
** estimation of it to be nai rowed by con- 
** siderations as to the country irhich gave the 

posiessor birth.*' This, at lirst sight, 

appears to be n sfcr.tiincnt, dictal&il by 
liberality 9.iidf'cl ice, and to contain nothing 
more than what thc\ demand ; though 
one cannot help, even here, to notice how 
widely it differs from the general practice 
of this writer, w ho abusc.«, without mercy, 
all those who do not join him in asserting 
that the Corsican Jjiioiister’* is a fooV* 

as well as a miscreant.^* But, there is 

a fallacy in this sentiment, or, srather in 
the mode of stating the case, bearing, as' 
it does, allusion to the fact before record- 
ed. Who ever objected to a man on ac- 
count of his birth merely ? Who but a fool 


or a knave, or, perhaps, both at once, ever 
rolled his objections to foreigners upon 
this ground? Who ever objected to a 
inan’s^ being employ ed in army or navy, 
or in any department of the state, merely 
becatisS he happened to be born ont of the 
kingdom? 1 have a son, for instance, who 
was born in Pennsylvaiiiii ; and, though 
God forbid he should ever be exposed to 
the like, would it not be the height of 
folly as well as of injiistico to reject him 
as a servant of tho public, merely because 
he drew liis first brcaili in the American 

States? It is a fallacy to argue if 

any of us, who dislike the employment of 
foreigners in our army, founded that dis- 
like upon the mere circumstance of place 
of birth. Our dislike has a very dilfercnt 
foundation. It is founded in reason and 
experience. It is, indeed, founded in hu- 
man nature. -=—11 i.s not because a man 
has been bom in another country, but be- 
cau^ he lias lived there; because he has 
been brought up and educated there ; because 
his prejudices are onthatrsidc; because his 
kindred are there ; because there is the grave 
of his father's, there are the objects of his 
ekrly and dearest attachments; becau‘«e there, 
in nine cases out of ten, are his wife and 
children; and because there is his patrimony, 
and all his real property, if he has any, tor 
none can he’ hold here, I believe, except 

by virtue of special act of parliament. 

These are the reasons, why we object to 
the employing of Foreignci-s in our army, 
and especially to the placing of them in 
situations of profit and trust ; and thobC, 
doubtless, were the reasons for the exclu- 
sion of them, which was so carefully pro- 
vided for in that great Const itiiiioii Law, 
the Act op Settlement. Tfiis Act was 
passed in the 1 ath year of tl^' reign of W ii- 
liam III, at a time when it was foreseen, 
that the PniNfcEss Anne, who was after- 
wards the famous Queen ot England, would 
U 
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have no children. It provided for the suc- 
cession «>f the present family, in that case ; 
and, it laid down the Imitations and condi^ 
iions, upon whicVi the crown should go to 
that family. Itis^^uitled ‘'An xlct for the 
farther Limitation of the("rowii, and better 
^ securing the Rights and Liheriicsaf the Sub^ 
One ot the clauses in tlii^ Act is as 
follows: "Tliatjafter the said limitation shall 
" take cHect as aforesaid, no person born 
'' out of the kingdoms of England, Scotland, 
** or Ireland, or dominions thereunto be- 
longing (although he be naturalized, or 
" made a denizen, except such as are born 
« of English parents), shall be capable to 
" be of the Wiv}^ Council, or a Member 
of either House of Pai lianient, or to cn- 
joy any office, or place of trust, either 
“ civil or militari/, or to have any grants of 
lands, tenements, or hereditaments from 
“ the crown; to himsell, or to any others 

•' in trust for him.” This was\hc Act 

of Parliament, which the people of 
this kingdom, settled the crown upon the 
present family ; and this Act is, except 
insomuch as it hiis been suspended by the 
acts permitting the king to hire, or enlist, 
certain corps of foreigners, still in full 

force, as I trust it always will be. You 

see how caitiul our ancestors were to 
guard against the putting of power into 
the hands of foreigners, w li are here ex- 
cluded from offices and places of trust, 
ailher civil or ruilitary, eyei\ after they may 
have been naturalized by special acts ^ par- 
liament. 13ut, those, who made this law, 
did not proceed upon the notion of birth. 
Their objection was not grounded upon 
that circumstance ; for, if the party vVere 
of English he might become capa^ 

ble of office or trust, upon this supposi- 
tion, doubtless, that, being of English pa- 
rents, his attachments , w'ou Id be English 

and not^mgJi. Goldsmith has a verse, 

in winch he says, that a man’s “ last, best 
country 3 ever is at horned This is a feel- 
ing belorgmg to our nature. It is what 
nothing living can shake offi; and, to sup- 
pose that' a man has divested hinucif of 
It, is to suppose him to have divested him- 
self of his nature, leaving out of the ques- 
tion all the lies of early friendship and 
love and scenes of delight, and the ties of 
more advanced age, those of wife, chil- 
dren, and proper 'y. And, to weigh 

against all these, what are the motives, 
which we can fairly suppose to actuate a 
foreigner ? Attachment to his former sove- 
reign, whom he still regards as such ; and 
« desire to inflict vengewm on those in his 


own country, from whom he has sofiered ' 
injury, and, perhaps, expulsion. These 
motives, especially the latter, will, doubt* 
less, have great weight, in some minds. 
But, I believe, it will still be found, that 
these are of inferior weight to the motives 
on the other side. I am by no means dis- 
posed to under-rate the power of a vindic- 
tive feeling towards domestic oppressors ; 
for, we have, of late years, seen instances 
enough of the eilect of that power, which, 
indeed, has exhibited itself in the cordial 
reception of the French in so many states 
upon the continent. But, with time, and 
especially with the increasing intprohability 
of obtaining vengeance, this stimulus be^ 
comes weak ; and, in the mean while, the 
immediate object of the hostile feeling 
has ceased to exist, or has changed places ; 
the oppressor, where oppression is still 
going on, is not the same. All is changed 
but the nature of man, which still bids 
him love the name and fame of his nativa 

country. There are, indeed, men, who 

are said to retain all their love for their 
native country, while they fight most 
bloodily for others; and the Swiss are 
cited as a complete instance ; for, they 
are said to be home-sick once in a time, 
while it is notorious, that they were hired 
out in whole regiments to foreign states, by 
whom it sometimes happened, that they 
were brought into the field to fight against 
one another. But, if governments were 
not to be defended without such means as 
these, and which, in my view of things, 
are as disgraceful to human nature as any 
thing that can be conceived ; if the go- 
vernments of the continent were not to be 
kept up without such means, we may cer- 
tainly be allowed to feel, on that account, 

the less regret for their fall. As to this 

case of the Siviss, however, it was not 
against their own country, or its government, 
that they were hired to fight. Their go- 
vernments took care to keep at peace iii 
oi'derthat the youth of thecountry might be 
let out to carry on the work of tuareisewhere. 
In fact, the Swiss were hired as guards to 
those governments, which thought it safer to 
trust to foreigners than to natives ; and the 
use that they were finally put to by the 
old government of France clearly shewed 
for what they were intended, at the same 
time that it shewed the folly of the inten* 
tion ; it shewed, that, while the people^ 
were in a quiet state, a handful of Syviss 
were sufficient to keep hundreds of thou- 
sands of the people io awe, but that when 
tha latter wern once rouzed, the Swiw 
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were ''as the dew-drops upon the lion’s 
" mane.”— As to what this writer of the 
MorningPostsays about the preference given 
to foreign officers, in our military service, 
there may be some grounds for the remark, 
for aught 1 know. He tells us that native 
talents are neglected,while inferior talent in 
foreign officers is patronized and cherished. 
If this be true, it is very well worthy of re- 
probation ; but, I do not know that it is ; 
and, even if 1 did know it to be the case, 
I should think much less of it, than I think 
of the general objection. This complaint 
cannot, I should think, he grounded to 
any very great extent. The question of 
mere preference is, at any rate, one of very 
little consequence, compared with the 
general question ; of no more conse- 
quence, indeed, than the well-being of an 
individual is when compared to the safety 
of a nation. As to the particular per- 

son, who is said to have acted the part of 
a traitor, upon this occasion, we arc not 
told his name, whicli, however, we ought 
to be fold ; for, if there be more French- 
men than one on the stiff' in iSicily, the 
ihiputation may, by some persons, at least, 
alight upon the wrong man, an injury to 
which no one ought to remain exposed for 
an hour. It was the duty, therefore, of 
those, with whom this statement originated, 
to ascertain the facts correctly, before they 
attempted to communicate them to the 

public. Bui, I must again observe, that 

the fact itself is, comparatively, of small 
importance. It signifies little (except as 
towards the individual) who the alledged 
traitor is, or whether there be any truth 
in the story or not. The thing worthy of 
our attention is the principle, and to that 
we should keep our attention steadily 

fixed, 1 am not a little pleased to see, 

that the Morning Post, in communicating 
this intelligence to the public, should have 
had the courage to express itself even in 
the way it has done. Perhaps, indeed, 
tlie alledged traitor being a Frenchman 
may have had some weight with the 
editor; though, I dare say, the reader 
will think with me, that a French traitor y. 
no worse for us than a German traitor ; 
and, the public will bear in mind, that the 
Morniqg Post has not yet said one single 
word about the two men, who have, in the 
other prints, been said to have deserted 
from the Royal German Legion, with a 
view of going over to the enemy. • Not one 
Word has the Morning Post said of this, 
though the two traitorous miscreants are 
•aid tq liaya been tried and lentenead to 


be transported for life; bat, this sam# 
writer seizes hold (very properly, if true), 
of the story about a French traitor, just as 
if Sicily were of more importance to us 

than England ! Novg, as in all former 

cases of this kind, 1 beg to be clearly 
understood not as stating the facts of the 
motto myself; but, as giving it merely as 
a publication, which 1 find in the news- 
papers ; and, the effect of my thus notic« 
ing it will be, I hope, to cause it to be 
contradicted, if not true, and if true, to as* 
sist in the causing of measures to be 
adopted, which shall be likely to prevent 
such treasons in future ; for, as to their 
consequences, where is the man able to cal* 
culate them ? The army in Sicily might, 
from such a cause, have been captured or 
cut to pieces ; or, at the very least, de* 
feated; and, if treason of the sainedescrip* 
tion, and under circumstances of pressing 
danger,* were to find its way into the army 
in England or Ireland, need I point out to 
the reader how fatal the consequences 

may prove ? Nor is it the cxisLnce only 

of such treasons that may be prod uc live of 
injury ; for, the belief of their existence 
may be nearly as mischievous. The ene- 
my is gathering his forces together tit all 
those points, whence he is most likely to 
be able to annoy us. Invasion, if not at- 
tempted, w\\\ rhQ threatened. And, it is, I 
think, very evident, that a be'dof of tho 
existence of such treasons amon:zst the 
many foreigners in our pay, must tend to 
embolden the enemy, while, in an equal de- 
gree, it tends to dispirit our own people* 
— For this reason al.>n^ with otheis; 
but*for this reason in particular, I should 
like to sec an official examination into all 
these matters, and a •report made upon 
them and published, that the people may 
know exactly wi^at is true and what id 
not. Justice to the Foreigners, too, re- 
quires something of this sort ; for, be men 
who or what they may, they ought not to 
lie under /a/se imputations. 

The Brunswickers.— I have, upo« 
this subject, nothing to add to what was 
said in my last, at page 587 and onwards, 
and only insert the title to the article for 
the purpose of introducing the following 
complaint of the Morning Chronicle of the 
10th instant, which has arisen, I should 
suppose, from what wMssaid by me atpago 

569 : « Mr. Cobbett accuses the Mornr 

ing Chronicle of not procuring more par- 
ticulars of the scandalous riot in the Islw 

" of Wight, in which some fnruign trcopi 
U 2 
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** Wferd guilty of a gross and brutal out- 
rape. It does not seem, upon any oc- 
" casion, to occur to Mr. Cobbelt, ihat it 
" is fun as much his duty as it is ours, to 
exert himself fb procure information 
upon such topics — as vkell as to copy, 
and animadvert upon that which is col- 
iected by others. We must depend, in 
" a great degree, upon the voluntary con- | 
tributions of Readers in dilFerent parts ' 
of the world — who, by seeing that our 
'' columns are ever open lo information in 
** the cause of humanity, and active in the 
prosecution of justice, whatever crimes 
'' are committed, may be disposed to com- 
municate and verify to u3 what may 
pass under their oye worthy of publipa- 
“ tion. Rut iie should desene to be •jaherc 
" Mr, Cohbett is, if we were to act upon 
every anonymous narrative that m sent 
" to us. In the case of this miiiu\»-y out- 
" rage, we readily published what came 
to us authenticated, and we stated the 

** result on ^londay.’' j\ow, without 

noticing the passionate part of this para- 
graph any further than by most sincerely 
congratulating Mr. Peruy upon his late 
escape from being placed where I now 
am, and by reminding him, that 
** Stone AVaIU do not a prison make, 

** Nor Inm Bais a cage,’* 

and that freedom's seat is in the mind, I 
must bog leave to give it as my decided 
persuasion, that it is no part of my duty to 
procure inteltigence, and that it is his duty to 
procure intell^encc, and full and correct is- 
telligi^hCe upon a subject of such vital ini> 
portahee. I pretend not to give intdli- 
geAce. It is no part of my understood 
engagement with my readers ^ and it is a 
art of his underslood engagement with 
is readers. It is iny duty lo copy and to 
animadvert upon what irpublished by others ; 
and, 1 am not without hopes, that it is a 
duty, the performance of which has done-, 
is doing, and will yet do the country no 

little good. 1 must say, too, that the 

desertion of. two of the German Legion 
M£M, with an alledged view of gcwTi^ over 
Ip the enemy, did appear to me a thing 
#drtby of a distinguished place in the 
IMorning Chronicle ; yet, I have not ob- 
ierved a word about the matter in that 
paper. 1 repbat, that such silence is trea- 
son to the cause of truth ; it is to betray 
the country^ as far as the press can betray 

It. It is every w4y bad. It is unjust 

towards the Germans themselves, who, if 
not guilty, ought to be cleared of the 
bknne. Th^td ti nothing so tfyigerous to 


the reputation of any man, or set of lAett^ 

as a sort of smothered accusation. 

Morning Chronicle may be angry ^Ith 
me ; but 1 must say, that to sHEt^ 

VERY ACE AND BODY OF THE TIME, Itl 

** FORM AND PRESSURE I must say, that, 
to do this, the account of the desertion of 
German Legion men, with a view of gohi|g 
over to Ihe enemy, was full as necessary asthd 
account of the everlastingly recurring ride, 

in Windsor Park. Nor, observe, did thd 

Editor of the Morning Clironicte offer to hia 
readers, anv, even the sliglitpst, comment 
upon the aftair in the Isle of Wight. N&t 
thus, when any thing happens where Me 
ministers can he blamed; where a chaOCh 
presents itself of driving a w'edge agafhUt 
them. Upon these occasions he is k^eh 
enough ; but, as to the Brunsvvickers and 
their alledged shodtings, he could see 
clearly enough, that one of the partied 
could not cast any blame upon the oth^r, 
without taking Some to themselves.—— 
Thus, as in all other cases, where this 
print does tvhat wrong, its conduct can 
be traced to party. Few publications 
of the kind have more merit, generally 
speaking. The Gentleman, under whoso 
controui it is, hasa greatdeal of knowledge 
and of talent. But, the trammels of fac-^ 
tion bind him sometimes, and sometimes 
draw him aside; and thus it will be with all 
those who give themselves up to the influ* 

ence of faction. -It is well worthy 

01 remark, that all our news-papers 
arc ready enough to '"record, with the 
greatest minuteness, every affray that 
takes place amongst our native troops, one? 
instance of which is now before me in a 
paragraph which lias appeared in every 

daily paper in London. “ Tuesday last 

a desperate affray took place in Glou- 
cestei*, between a detachment of volun- 
teers from a regiment of Irish Militia, 
‘ who were on their route for the depot El; 
' the Isle of Wight, and a body of troW- 
' men End others. The dispute originated 
at the Swan Inn, Westgate-street, whe^ 
a party of the soldiers were quartered, 
in which some trowrnen who were pre- 
sent interfered ; and this led to an as- 
semblage in the streets of the partizans 
on each side, when a conflict took place, 
“which threatened the most alarming 
“ consequences. On the 6rst appearand 
“ of disturbance, however, the MagistrEtei 
“ and civil power interposed their authcK 
“ rity ; and being aided by the personit 
exertions of Colonel Morgan and thn 
offidIVsof the difitrlct Stuff, together virith 
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" a detachment ef Captain Morris’s troop 
** of cavalry (fortunately at that time on 
duty,) and the permanent Staff of the 
** ]^tern Local Militia, who were under 
arms, and paraded the streets during the 
<< greater part of the night, the rioters 
were dispersed. The Irishmen resumed 
their march next morning, w'ithout mo- 
lestation. At the City Sessions, on 
Friday, the thanks oftke Magistrates were 
** ej^essad to the mlitary, for the laudable 
** zeal and alacrity with which they con- 
tributed their assistance on the above 

occasion.”' It is very proper to give 

these accounts. Such publications not 
only tend to prevent a repetition of si- 
milar acts, but, they give the nation an 
idea of the state in' which it is from the 
military establishments in the country. 
In short, these are important facts, re- 
lating to public matters, and it is right 
to state them at as early a time as possi- 
ble, Hut why are the affrays in the 

Isle of Wight to pass unnoticed? Why 
are the poor Irish to be selected out for 
exposure ? Why are their acts of mil- 
conduct to be blazoned forth by tbe 
Morning Post and Cocrier, while these 
prints carefully guard theircolumns against 
the admission of a singh3 word about 
the alledged shootings of the Brunswick- 
XRS, and even about the two Royal Oer- 
MAN Legion mln, who deserted, as it is 
alledged, with a view of going over to the 
enemy ? Blame tlte Irish, too, with all 
my heart ; but, at any rate, treat them, 
good heroes of the press, no tvorse than 
the foreigners. Expose the Irish, but ex- 
pose the others too, especially when what 
IS said of the former is nothing, compared 
with what is alledged against the latter. 
It is curious enough, that these gen- 
tlemen could all get inielligence of w hat 
was doing by the Irish, wliu were going 
to the Isle of Wight; but could get at 
nothing that toas passing in the Island itself. 
~^Surely this sliarneful partiality must 
have its proper effect in time ! 

Jeffery.— This affiir will not rest 
yet, it seems. The following letter is well 
Worthy of public attention. Nay, it tnust 
have aitcfition paid to it, it contains as- 
sertions So directly tending to vxcite £us- 
picions, that the matter canni>t now be 

suffered to rest.jffhere it is. Tli€ letter, 

it will be perce \ d, is from thu mother of 
Jeffery, who, *^'ii consequence ot a subse- 
quent marriadpe^ has siMve changed her 
name to Coajdx j aod^ it appears^ that the 


im 

letter was written by her, in consequence 
of her having seen, in the news- papers, 
the certificates and affidavit, published in 
the Register of the dtlf instant, at page 
501. Mrs. Coade’s letter, from a L>py 
of it which I find in the Plymouth ChroI 
nicle of the 0th instant, appears to have 
been addressed to a Mr. Carrinoton of 
Plymouth Dock, and to have been dated 
on the 4'th instant. As published in the 
London News-papers, the letter is as fol- 
lows. I copy from the Courier of the 

9th instant. Sir — I take the liberty 

'' to intrude on your time, emboldened by 
the interest you have taken in the fate 
" of iny unfortunate son. I observe a 
copy of your letter to me, and also of 
" my answer to you, in the public papers, 
** which has been the. means of producing 
anothy* olhcial document respecting the 
** pretended existence of my unhappy 
** child. Of course, you and the country 
** will be now satisfied, that, from such in- 
** formation there can be no doubt of his 
existence. I have now no doubt myself 
but that some one has been examined, 
as therein stated ; but 1 am persuaded 
that the OlBccis of our Government 
« (who in this transaction appear to have 
done their duty) have been imposed on 
by that * * * ’*^, The story is plausible, and 
calculated to give weight to the tesli- 
mony ; for myself, I believe it is col- 
** Icctcd from the evidence given on Lake’s 
** t|;ial, and the subsequent examinations 
of my hoy’s shipmates, &c. There is 
one^ thing that forcibly strikes me that 
it is a fabrication— that is, the signature 
to the AlFidavit is a cross. This I wish 
you to bear in your mfiid ; and if you 
" think proper to make my letter public, 
I have no objection ; (that the country 
" may judge whether the olhcial doruniont 
be true or false) I have neither the 
means nor opportunity of so doing— My 
son could write not only his name, but. 
" a tolerable hand for a labouring youth, 
and understood the first rudiments of 
‘ arithmetic, sufficient for his employ- 
inent, and kept the daily journal of bis 
'' work done in the shop. While there 
remains a doubt of his existence, why 
not have got a letter for me from him ? 
Why not have pressed him so to do; or 
“ to let me hear some circumstance of his 
family or ot his neighbours, something 
ever so trivial, not public ? Or tell me 
how a letter might be coiiyeyeil to him^ 
" to convince me bo really exists? SuppoM 
^ that Nature for a moment could for^t i|g 
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functions* and my agonized feelings were 
** at rest, interest would still be a power- 
ful monitor* and say that it would be 
" necessary to frovc his existence for my 
** temporal good. My present husband 
** put my poor boy^s life on the premises 
" wc now inhabit, purchased the ground, 
** on which he built a dwelling-house and 
** work shop, and holds his lease on the 
" dropping of three lives— so that when 
** the other two drop, it would be neces- 
sary to prove the existence of my son, 
or render the lease to the Lord of the 
Manor. 

I beg your pardon for this long intru- 
'' sion; and shall only add, that the signa- 
ture convinces me the story is fabri- 

cated by and his emissaries, and at- 

tested by unprincipled hirelings, like 
himself. My only hope is that those 
''who from universal philanthropy have 
" interested themselves in my unhappy 
^ boy's behaltj and the nation's character, 
will yet prove his fate beyond a doubt. 
" — I remain, Sir, y-mr obliged humble 

'' Servant. — (Signed) Honor Coade." 

Poor Mus. Coade’s letter has suflcred a 
good deal from the sort of Imprimatur, 
which the London prints have exercised. 
The reader can see, that there are some 
parts left out ; but, in the copy, which I 
find in the Plymouth paper, there are se- 
veral passages, that are omitted here ; and, 
even the Plymouth Editor has thought it 
necessary to leave out two lines, the plaee of' 

•which he has supplied by stars ! This fact 

is curious. It is w^eil worthy of remark, 
and of being remembered. Well worthy of 
being remembered, of being told to the 
world, of being put upon record ; and* then, 
perhaps, it will have full as good an effect 
as the publishing of* the whole of Mrs, 
CovDe's letter would have had.---- But, 
row, sj to the matter of the letter as far 
as the l^ndon press has had the courage 
to publish it. The supposition of Mrs. 
CoADE is, that her son has been represent- 
ed by some impostor, and this supposition 
«he grounds, I. upon the fact of her real 
aon*8 having learned to write well enough 
to keep the shop-book ; and 2. upon that 
of her husfing got no intelligence directly from 
her must be confessed* that these 

facts, admitting them to be true, must 
have great weight. It is only about three 
yearn aiiice Jeffery left home, and, there- 
{bre* it is not to be credited, that he could 
yiMCi forgotten kw3 to write. There are (I 
have known eucli) instances of persons* 
havioji* ibr tba want of practice for a great 


number of years, lost the knowledge of 
letters and writing. Jeffery* however* 
was so young, and it was so short a time 
since he can be proved to have been in 
the habit of writing, that there does not 
appear to be any probability of his put- 
ting a ^ instead of his name; that is to 
say, if what Mas. Coade says about his 
ability to write, and his habit of writing 
be true. -— — It is, too* very strange, that 
Jeffery* upon making himself known in 
America, should not have written to his 
mother. It is very odd, indeed, that he 
should never have written to her during 
the whole time that he had been in Ame- 
rica, from the Summer of 1807 to the Sum- 
mer of 1 8 10. He must be satisfied, that his 
poor mother would be in great anxiety 
about him; and, he must have known* 
that to let her know where he was would 
not expose him to any danger. This 
omission on his part is nt>t, taken alone* 
enough to warrant a conclusion against the 
authenticity of the affidavii ; but, it must 
have a good deal of weight, when taken 
together with other circumstances.— 
BesidCvS* leaving parent and kindred out of 
the question, is it not something wonderful* 
that Jeffery, being once safe in America* 
did not think of making application to the 
government at ho’me for justice against 
Lake ? To be sure, his being an ignorant 
man (supposing that to be the fact) might 
operate again.st bis making such applica- 
tion; but, he is in »a country of intel- 
ligent people ; and in the Siate of Massa- 
chusetts he would not want for good ad- 
vice ; and his story wras so extraordinary ; 
there was something so very hornhle in 
it, that it is impos.sible it should not have 
attracted attention and excited an uncom- 
mon degree of interest. Yet, ail this 
time ; all these three years, not a word 
did our government ever hear from, or 

about, Jeffery. Well, but, at last, 

Jeffery comes forth and makes an affi- 
davit. IVhat brings him forth? What 
made him go to the Justice of the peace 
to make the affidavit? IVkat induced him 
to do this ? Did he go voluntarily to make 
this oath and pay a shilling for making it 
merely for the sake of relieving Lake from 
all anxiety, and thus perform an act of 
Christian charity* such as never was be- 
fore heard of in the world ? Did he really 
go of his own accord to perform this act f 
If he did* he must* at any rate, have dona 
it in consequence of what he had read in* 
or from* the English newji-papers* and 
those papers must have reached him 
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pretty quickly too. If he did it in conse- 
quence of what he had read in the Eng- 
lish news-papers, or from those news-pa- 
pers, he must, of course, have been ap- 
prized of the great interest, which his fate 
had excited in England, lie must have 
been apprized, that be had become the 
subject of Debates in Parliament and of 
An Address to the King; and, being ap- 
prized of that, his mod^ty must have been 
as miraculous as his charity^ if he did not 
feel anxious to return to England ; and, 
yet, he has not appeared, though the adi- 
davit bearing his name, or, rather, his 
was, from the date of it, made on 
die 17th of June; that is, nearly /our 
months ago.— —If we, on the other hand, 
suppose, that Jeffery was sought after and 
brought forth, as Achilles was by Ulysses, 
he would not have gone to swear, in all 
likelihood, without being xictl paid for it; 
for, as to our Consul, or Pro-consul, he 
had no more power over him than any 
cat ill Massachusetts; and, Jrrrrr.y, who 
is said to have been there nearly three 
years, would have imbibed enough of the 
manners and feelings of the country. to 
make him laugh at any airs of dignity 
that any body whatever might choose to 
give , themselves. In short, it is impos- 
sible to believe, that Jeffery would go to 
make the Aftidavit, without being very well 
paid for it. And , who was to pay him ? 
Was it the Consul, in consequence of or- 
ders received from our Foreign Secretary ? 
Was this the channel of application ? If it 
was, how comes it, that the Consul took 
no steps to send Jeffery home; or, at least, 
to satisfy the world that lie was alive, by 
prevailing on him to write to his mother } 
How comes it that this same Consul took 
no steps to get the man to England ? This 
was the thing that was wanted. Is it to be 
supposed, that ten or a dozen pounds, would 
have been thrown away in getting this 
man homer Arr we so oecononiical as 
this ? Oh, no ! We should hardly have 
grudged this sum for such a purpose. 
And, yet Jeffery has not, it seems, got 
home to his mother in the space of nearly 
four months from the time of his making 

the Affidavit. -In looking again at the 

documents in page 561, they have some, 
to me, unaccountable singularities about 
them. The first, which is a certificate of 
the Consul, that William Stephenson is a 
justicemf the Peace, begins, I, Andrew 
Allen, Junr. His Britannic Majesty^s 
" Consul, Me* &c.” And it ends with 
"W. S. Skinnei, Pro-Consul,'^ How 
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came Mr. Allen not to put his name 
to a document that began with his name ? 

Next comes the ccnificale of Ma. 

Stephenson ; and he Ays, what ? Why) 
that Robert Jeffery personally appear- 
ed before him and swore, xvhoftdid he smear T 
Why, that a declaration, which hq had 
before made, was true. This declaration 
is signed with a cross, and, at the bottom 
of it, tliere arc these words : The above 
** Declaration and Exftmihation taken by 
and in presence of, J. Ramsey." But, 
there is nobody to tell us who this J. 
Ramsey is, or what he is ; and, for aught 
we know to the contrary, he may be 
some worthless hireling, or, indeed, may 
be a mere man of straw. It is very odd, 
that ISIr. Andrew Allen did not think it 
worth while to order his Pro Consol to 
Jet us kpow w'ho this Mr. J. Ramsey was. 
It would, perhaps, be too much to expect, 
that the Consul himself should put hi.s great 
name to such a paper ; but, surely, he 
might have commanded his Pro Consul 
to honour it with his signature. At pre- 
sent, we know not, who this Mr. J. Ram- 
sey is ; and, of course, as far as his certi- 
ficate goe.s, these papers are worth just as 
much as one of the columns of ilie Morn- 
ing Post would be.^ On the Qihof Au- 

gust last it was, that wc first heard of this 
affidavit of Jeffery. On that day, the 
Morning Post news-paper told the public, 
that ** Mr. Jackson" (our Minister in 
America) ** had transmitted a deposition, 
** made by Jeffery ; that Mr. Jackson's 
inquiries w ere, of course, made in con- 
sequence of official directions from home; 
and that the result was completely satis^ 
••factory as to the exisknee of Jeffery.'* 

Now, if this had been true, how 

comes it, that wc see Mr. Jackson to have 
nothing at ail to do with these Pro -Consular 
papers ? Here is (see page 56 1 ) no docu- 
ment from Mr. Jackson. Mr. Jackson 
signs nothing. Is it likely, that docu- 
ments, taken and transmitted in conse- 
quence of an order of the king, founded 
upon an Address ofihe House of Cottmons, 
would have been taken with so little care f 
It is very strange if it be so. One would 
have expected to see an Affidavit made 
before one of the Judges o[ the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, and countersign- 
ed by our Minister. This would iioi have 
been too much, in a ca>e the life 

of a British seaman was in question and 
the honour of the British na>>on at stake. 

Besides, who is it that puisjbrth these 

documents now I From w&om do they 
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comvs ? From whai qffice of the state are 
they sent to the press ? IVfiai printer w.is 
it who received them in thrir manuscript 
form ? These questions have not before 
been put, that 1 know of j but, it is time, 
not only that they were [>ut, but anstucred, 

, Again, therefore, let us ask, who was the 
l^rsoni that sent these papers to the prets? 
Tills 13 not the way, in whieh the 
ment promulgates ii^ documents. The go- I 
verimicnt causes publication to he made 
in a paper called Tut: (iA/EXTE, whence 
its publications get into other papers. 
And, why, thru, ar,.- we to believe, in the 
autftenticity of ibc^c documents, which 
come in a shape so cjuestionable, and 
against the truth of winch such weiglity 

circumsiauces are opposed ? Opjiiir.cd 

to all these rcasi-ns tor discrediting tlic 
Boston doon'.ients what liavc wc?^One 
single circusiistanre ; to wit, the r.ametf 
the vessel and that *d ''Mn^Uri uln;, in the 
ileclaration. Is said have ^.ivcdjr.vrsxy ; 
and, I aJIow', that it muy reasonably be 
said, that it is incredible, that, if the thing 
ha I not been true, the dcclarutinn should 
have stated, that the deciarant was taken 
oir the rock by *• the seijociicr, John 
Adams, of Murbkhead, JoiKj DrNMs, 
Master, who landed Inn at IVIarblc- 
" head.’* These names expose falshood 
to great danger ; bur, it i> to bo observed, 
that the making use of names was not a 
nuitter of v/tolce ; it was iibs >iiitely neces- 
sary to give the name of the Veerse l and 
the Master to oblciii the smallest ebande 
of belief. This was indisp'^Ubable ; and, 
if we suppose imposition in one case,^w’e 
may in the other ; if rv e supfmse that a 
false JcFFF.UY wa^ brought ibrward by 
some unknown hand, it is very easy to 
conceive that John Dennis, Mastar, might 
be prevailed upon to aief in the charitable 

deed. However, tlierc are somethings, 

which may be done. John Dennis, Mas- 
ter, must be alive. He must nut be dead ; 
at least he must not have been dc*ad in 
June last, when .the Declaration of Jep« 
FERY is said to have been made. We will 
have him a live man at that time, or, away 
goes the whole story at once. And, we 
will not only have -the Master's Affidavit; 
but^ that some qf the crew. Nay, it must 
be shevj^'l^^ that the Master mentioned the 
matter^ he landed Jeffery at Mar- 

bfehead-ill'lSby. ^But, now one thinks 

of it, is it W be believed, that he could 
have lauded a main at Marblehead (close 
by Bostdn) under such circumstances, 
without the thing's making a noise all 


through the Commonwealth and all through 
the whole of N«u i,li America ? It is possible, 
but, really, it appeiis to me scarcely pos- 
sible. — ‘-It was s'.id, that some one had 
seen, in an A>iicricaji ^eivs-paper, an ac* 
count of JcniRY’s safe arrival in the 
United . Stales. Nobody ever attempted 
to say uAj/ paper it was ; and, yet, one 
would liavi- iliought, that, in such a case* 
care would have been taken to note down 
particulars. Such a fact, if it got into one 
paper, would have run through the Ame- 
rican Contiiiunt like wildfire. It W'as a 
fact just such as suited the purpose, 
too, at the time when it is said Jef- 
fery was lauded, which was just about 
the time, that Captain Barron’s frigate 
was attacked by our people, and when 
every tiling, that could be said, was 
said, against our naval service. It is, 
therefoit, Rom< thing not only wonderful, 
but iiiii'aculou-', if .If.ffery was londed at 
tliat lime, and -he furl wa^ kept from the 

worivl. in short, such is the state of the 

iiiatt.r AO.;', tbut noihiri" but Jeffery’s 
airivui ill I’.rgboul, :iiid tne affidavits of his 
rdatvjis and neiyjdfoun as to the identity of 
hhpcrsm, will « ^ r satiety the public that 
he is (.r that he did not perish upon 
the Rock of Sou»!ircro. Nothing but this 
either will, or ought to satisfy the publ'C 
upon this point. Mrs. Coaoe, who, 1 mi- 
(Icr.Hana, is in very penurious, and even 
distressed rirtum&tances, may possibly be 
prevailed tmon to discontinue her com- 
plaints. hike may be |h(‘ vailed upon ; I 
do not iay, that she willhc. prevailed upon, 
to wriie mid publish aaotimr Inter, saying 
that sht hcii now heard from her son. 1 hope, 
that s);o is not capable of being prevailed 
upon to piihiish ;uiy thing which is not 
true ; dih, ii i.s possible, and the truili, in 
this ca>t‘, lieraands every thing to be done, 
that c^'.u be ilonc, to prevent smothering, 

repart of what lias bt^en done, 

will, of course, be laid before the House of 
Commons. Then the Boston documents, 
if they roaliy have been sent to the go- 
vernmcni., will be produced, and, in all 
likelih<jO(], Mks. Coade will be brought 
forward to give testimony as to her son’s 
being able to write; and, it will be in- 
quired’ into why Jeffery, if he real- 
ly was found in NeiV; Enghand, as the 
papers!' state, was not brought to lun^land. 
Whether. the expence to the nation was 
the obstacle, or what was the obstacle. 
——There will, doubtless, be many sub- 
jects of great importance brought forward 
during the next session of p^liapieoli; 
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but, for my part; I miiA^ that 1 can 
foresee no one equal to this in point cither 
of immediate interest or ot probable future 
consequences. — • — Tlie cruel act of Lake, 
the horiid treatment of this English Sailor; 
the deed, not to be described, is known to 
the world, and it must, long before this 
time, tuivt been a subject of convtrsation and 
of deep consideration with eoerp ahip*s crew in 

the navy. It was very much talked of 

in the navy, before Sir Francis Burdett 
brought it out in the House of Commons. 
I remember hearing it talked of at Ports- 
mouth, in December last, before the court- 
martial was held upon Lake. So that, 
had it not been made a matter of discus- 
sion in the House of Commons, it would 
still have been known in the navy, where 
it might, ami where it naturally would, 
have ' produced great discontent, which, 
perhaps, would hnally have broken out 
under the appearance of some other cause. 
——Through the zeal .and public-spirit of 
Sir Francis, the (loverimieiit has had a 
fair opportunity of completely eradicating 
any evil impression, that the sailors may 
have imbibed from the knowledge of the 
treatment of their unfortunate mate ; and, 
I hope, that this opportunity will be mafie 
the best use of. I hope, that there will 
not remain the smallest doubt, that it is the 
sincere wish of the Ciovernmonl, not only 
to do justice as to the past ; but to prevent 
the like in future. I inu:st, however, 
again observe, and 1 hope il will ncvei be 
forgotten, that, for *th« opportunity of 
doing this, the government is indebted to 
Sir Francis Burdett; that every one, 
who, immediately or remotely, will derive 
benefit, of any sort, from the inquiry, will 
have to thank Sir Francis Bi rdett, who 
made his motion for an Address to the 
King upon this subject, only two days before 
he himself vms commuted a prisoner to the 
Tower, 

SwE^jEN.— The situation of Sweden is 
an object of great interest to all Europe, 
and especially to us, who mtist be so great- 
ly affected by that toinlry’s being placed 
quietly at the disposiiion of the Emperor 
of France,— As much pains as possible 
appears to be taken by ihose regular de- 
ceivers of the people, the Morning Post 
and the Courier, to cause it to be believed, 
that the possession (for it will be that in 
fict) of Sweden by Napoleon, will be of 
little or no consequence to US. The Lo 

here,** and the “ Lo there/^ is incessantly 
runted to, by tltcac writers, wben speak- 
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ing of Sweden. All possible efforts are 
made use ot to draw our attention from 
what we ought to attend to ; that is to 
say, from the consequences, which, in all 
human probability, will arise to US front 

this great and extraordinary event.- 

The reason why these efforts are made is 
plain enough. If the people were to sec 
the thing in its true light at once, ilvc 
effect upon their minds would be great. 
They would see the danger to their coun- 
try, and, of course, to themselves, from 
the event. They would, then, as men ge- 
nerally do in such cases, begin to inquire, 
whence that danger had arisen. They 
would find the immediate cause to be ihe 
irresistible power of France, But, they 
would not stop there ; fur, recollecting 
that England was once as powerful as 
France ;* that England had once the power 
of preventing France fiom tyrannizing 
over the smadler states of Europe ; thad 
England had once the power of punishing 
France if she attempted any such acts iff 
aggrandizement ; recollecting this, the 
people of England would be very apt to 
ask, how it has happened, that England 
does not possess this power now ; how she 
came to lose this power ; since when she lost 
it; what was the cause of her losing it, am} 
who arc the persons who have managed 
her aflairs, who have had the command of 
her resources, since the time when she 

possessed this power. 'i hese would be 

ugly questions. To answer them would 
not lie a very pleasant task. Therefor^ 
all manner of endeavours are used to pre- 
vent t<he questions from being put ; the 
most efiectual way of doing which is sup- 
posed to be, the persuadii^ of the people, 
that the event, that the transfer of the 
Crown of Sweden and power of Sweden to 
France is of no consequence to US, and, of 
course, is not worth our notice. —I have 
bofure exhibited to the public, and put 
upon record, some of these endeavours ; 
but, I have now before me some others^ 
which must not remain unnoticed. Thp 
first that 1 shall submit to my readers 
from the Courier news- paper of the i^8tl| 
of last month. I shall then insert a pas- 
sage f-'om the Morning Post news-paper, 
upon the same subject ; and, 1 think, that, 
ujKm reflecting duly on the matter, thf 
reader must be convinced, that these pub- 
lications are amongst the mo.st miscbievouii 
as well as the most foolish that evei; 

appeared, The first is as follows:— 

— - — It was reported this morning tha| 

** the King of Swieden i* no Wiorc.— Jfl M 41 
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some^ing quitQ new for sovereigns^ who charge of having] plotted the ^sa$st« 
are at peace and amity with to be nation of Gustavus, and placing that 
called, in our public prints, traitors and as- charge upon the head of a Rciyal Ihdce, 

sassins, This is | believe quite new. liord who is now become a king. But, let 

Geohge Gordon was put into this prison us now see a little of what is said about 
for a libel on the late good idueenqf France, the .consequences of Bernadotte's election. 

A printer was prosecuted for a libel upon We arc told, by these writers, that 

• the good Emperor or good Empress of they will be fatal to Sxoeden, “ Now be- 
Russia. And, it is fresh in every one*a gm HER miseries'/' exclaims thf 
memory, that Mii. Peltier (whose trial Courier. Her connection with Mfscuun* 
1 shall notice more at large one of these try, where printipalcofnimcrcial markitt 
days] was tried, and was ctmvicted without '' lies, will be at the mercy of HER ene- 
the Jury’s going out of court, and without '‘my.” He does not perceive, or af- 
scurcely a moment’s hesitation, for having fects not to perceive, that WE shall share 
made a publication against Buonaparte’, in the injury; and that, in some degree, at 
when First Consul of France-— —How it any rale. OUR miseries are beginning ; 
happens, then, that the Morning Post and and that if the connection of Sweden with 
the Courier venture to call the present | England will now be at the mercy of 
king of Sweden a traitor and an assassin 1 ! Franco, so will the connection of Eng- 
should be very glad to know. lt*niay be | land with Sweden. Strange perversity ! 
said, as to Napoleon, that we afe at war This writer can see that Sweden will fee( 
with him ; and therefore, may say of him an injury, but he cannot see any injury 
just what we please; but, without examining that we shall receive from the same cause. 

into this docti ine, we may observe, that it It is very true, that England is the 

eannot apply to the case before us, as we principal commercial market of Sweden; 
are not at war with the present king of but, then what we get from Sweden is of 
Sweden ; though, it must be confessed, that use to us, and, indeed, indispensable to 
if such publications go on, it is impossible us. From Sweden and the rest of the 
that war should not take place. The king Baltic we get our naval stores and . part 
of Sweden must have his feelings as well of our bread-corn ; and, if this source ii^ 
as other men; he cannot fail to be inform- stopped up, as to the former at least, must 
ed of these attacks upon him ; he has it not injure us full as much as it will 
seen how our law seizes hold of the as- injure Sweden ? Yet these (laming wri- 
sailants of other sovereigns ; and, if he tors can sre no injury likely to arise 
sees himself thus attacked with inipu- to us. It is all injury to Sw'cden, an4^ 
nity to the assailants, it is, 1 should sup- which is not a little singular, they keep 
pose, next to impossible for him to re- sajring this all the while that they are 
fra in from using the only means, which, menacing Russia with the restoration, 
in such a case, he has of shewing his re- which Bernadotte will, as they say, 
sentment.— It.may be said, that the^e compel her to make of the dominion^, 
publications can do no Itarm, because which she look fiom Sweden ! — — ^ 
Sweden will do every thing she can do They rail agaiiist BEitNADorrE, call 
ta injure us, the moment that the new him a plunderer, a swindler, a base £< 4 - 
Crown Prince arrives in the country. ! ieliue of Napoleon. They tell the 
—This latter may be; but, may not Swedes that their miseries are beginning, 
these tcn ible accusaiit^ns against the king and that thcywi«?rif these miseries for their 
of Sweden make him hnstile niea- cowardice. Then, in the very same 
sures against ns ? .May they not add some article (it is inserted above) they tura 
little nuLiter \.o injuries, which Berna- short round to the Emperor of Russia, whom 
DOTTE is supposed to have in store for they accuse of the “ iniquitous attack” in 
os ? May they not cause the ruin of some whicli Finland was taken from the Swedes, 
few merchants and their families ? And, and tell him, that he “ is about to be 
one thing is quite certain, that they can justly punished'^ for that “ iniquitous at- 
do no good- h is possible that they may y tack and, observe, this act oi' justice 
do no harm but that of disgracing the Eng- is to^be performed hj' the ** plunderer and 
lish press in the eyes of other nations ; “ swindler** Bernadotte ; this act ofjus-^ 

but, it is impossible that they should, in tice is to be inflicted.upon the enemy of 
anv way whatever, do any good; except, Sweden, for an ottence committed against 
indeed, in the way above-mentioned, that Sweden ; this act is to make Sweden iri« 
is to eay, in clearing the Jocobins of the nmph ovev long-settled eoemy ; 



thit act is ta be ibe dawn of Sweden's 

fnhtrkB! Verily, there is something 

too low, too despicable, in the inconsisten- 
cies of these writers for me to trouble 
myself With. Yet, it is necessary thqs to 
e^thibit them to the public. It is neces- 
sary thus to post them up. It is necessary 
to prove to the unobserving what sort of 
writers these are, and what degree of 
credit is due to their assertions and opi- 
nions. Now, then, in taking leave of 

Sweden, for the present, and in consider- 
ing what must be the natural consequences 
ot our enemy having possession of that 
country, let us bestow another moment 
upon what seriously concern.^ us ; name- 
ly. how it came to pass, that we had no 
power to prevent this event. We hear, 
and especially from the writers above 
quoted, continual boasting.s about the 
^^atnesa of our country. The magnitude 
of our force and our resources is incessantly 
held forth to us. Now, then, if these are 
as great as formerly, how comes it to pass, 
that we had not, as we formerly should 
have had, the power of preventing this 
^reat evil ? Our connection with Sweden 
IS stated to have been very intimate, llte 
«ea lies between us and Sivcden and aliiO 
between France and Sweden ; but, we com- 
fnand the seas tZx\i\ the French dare not shew 
theirface upon the seas. What, then, can 
have been the cause of the French getting 
this predominance in Sweden ? What can 
have been the cause bur inability to 
prevent that predominance ? Our iaxes^ 
they say, are greater than ever. This 
has been asserted most triumphantly 
within these few days. But, then, adding 
to a nation’s ta^ts docs not, it would seem, 
Add to its power ? at least, it does not ap- 
pear to have had that effect with regard 
to the sort of power, which can be brought 
to bear upon foreign nations. Our army 
is more numerous than ever, and so is our 
navy. Yet France gets quiet possession 
of Sweden, and there is not, that I hear 
of, any one who supposes, that we have 
the means of interrupting her there in the 

smallest degree.^ If, at the lime when 

t^iTT became minister, any one had fore- 
told what has now happened with regard 
to Sweden, what would have been said to 
him? He would have been considered, 
perhaps, treated, as a madman. And, 
It he had forcdold it during the Aiiti-.hco- 
bin war, he would have been considered 
ps a traitor^ and, if the laW would not have 
reached him, the hue andt:ry of the Anti- 
Jii9ebins Would, Now, however, the 
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thing takes place almost ad a matter of 
course ; it surprizes nobody ; and, thd 
Anti Jacobin writers, instead of reprobat- 
ing predictions of the like^lsewhere, turn 
sooth-sayers themselves, and foretell the 
fall of Denmark, Prussia, and Russia; 
that is to say, the fall of the govern^ 
menis of those, countries ; just as if the 
prediction would do Napoleon any 

harm ! One of them says : What, 

then, we would again ask, can be the 
chances of Alexander against Buona- 
parte and his more disciplined legions, 
if his efforts have thus failed against an 
enemy so immeasurably inferior tn every 
respect f The trial, to all appearance, is 
fast approaching. He will have in his 
immediate frontier two of Buonaparte’s 
" most aqtive and skilful generals, erected 
into Sovereigns, and it is not difficult 
to conjecture with what views they 
are thus raised into Sovereignty and 
** Power, to beaid him almost in his capi- 
tal. The views of Buonaparte in the 
North are daily developing, and we 
** may soon see those very powers who 
** treacherously undermined and subverted the 
" kingdom of Poland, now compelled not 
only to give up their respective portions qf 
** the spoil, but contribute their eflbrts in 
** assisting the common usurper to re- 
** establish that, in consolidation of his 
** power, which they had vainly imagined 

would have confirmed their own.” 

For once here is a little truth ; but, really, 
these witers mar the work of their own 
hands. Their object manifestly is to as- 
sault BboNAPARTE ; but, if we are to be- 
lieve what they say in the above para- 
graphs, he is a man employed in going 
about to do good. A little while ago, ho 
was, they said, about to perform an act of 
justice in favour of Sweden ; and now, they 
tell us, he is about to cornel those to give 
up their spoils who gained it by treachery. 
— It is, however, very true, I believe, 
that he has the designs here imputed to 
him; and, that he is now actually taking 
measures lor getting possession of the land 
of Denmark upon the principle that he 
ha$ a right to do it, as being necessary to 
preve'nt it from falling into the hands qf Eng* 
land; at which, I think, we shall be ob- 
liged to rest satisfied with biting the lip. 
— — Thus, at any rate, under whatever 
pretence, we see the enemy gathering his 
forces round ttsj we see ourselves shut 
from port afihr port, pushed off from point 
after point ; and yet, we do not see any 
prospect of a change wi that system, which 
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ha': prevailed dtiring these many years of 
inci ti ising French power. It is a practice, 
fou:)'led on icason, and it is the practice 
of the world, that, when any system, or 
rule of conducf, is found to be accom- 
panied with mischief, to examine that 
system, and to chance what is defective 
in it, or do it jiway altogether. This is 
what we, in despite of reason and of tfu 
universal practice of mankind, never ap- 
pear to think of; and, indeed, all those, 
who propose any change, as the means of 
saving the country, arc represented as 
enemies of the country ; are called Jaco- 
bins and LevelkTS aiidt traitors, and are 
loaded with the most foul and horrid 

abuse. Wlinre this is to end no one 

can tell, or even guess ; and all that any 
one, devoid of power, can do is to endea- 
vour to awaken the people to a sense of 
their danger, leaving the resL to them- 
selves. 

HoLtAND. There is nothing neWt of 

any importance, that has happened in 
Holland ; but 1 think a remark or two due 
to some articles, which have, within these 
few days, appeared in the Morning Post, 
which, on the 28ih of September, con- 
tained the following: The letters 

“ from Rotterdam inform us that clomki- 
Hary visits had commenced throughout 
“ Holland ; and that in one of these vi- 
'' sitations, a French Officer had beenkill- 
'' ed by the indignant and infuriated inha~ 
« bitants. — 'The same letters state, that 
« Buonaparte had declared his intention 
« to wipe away two-thirds of the ^National 
*• Debt of Holland ; and of course that only 
one third will remain m interest f — \Ve 
** should not be surprised to find the w«- 
principled Tyrant actually having recourse 
even to so atrocious a breach ^ national 
** faith; and which, while it would ruin 
thousands personally interested in the 
funds, not in the remotest degree he- 
nejit the people at large, whose laxc';, in- 
** stead of being honestly paid to the na- 
tional creditor, would be transferred to 
*' the coffers qf Buonaparte, in aid of his ge- 
nerai sysien^ of tyranny and oppression 

"throughout the Continent.” As to 

the domteilinTy visits, they mean neither 
more nor less than house visit; what is 
here stated is, m plain lunguage, that the 
French Tax \ >ffii;ers. or Excise Officers, had 
begun to seufch peoples' houses for smug- 
gled, gpods ; which, though very bad, and 
a most disgraceful thing, couW’l be very 
UtUe worse than a similar search^ made 


by Butch Excise or Taxing Officers. So 
that the Dutch peoples’ houses are search* 
ed, what signiBes it who they are searched' 

by? ^'Iheie appears to be some mis* 

take about the National Debt. Two thirds 
of the National Debt are, it seems, to be 
wiped away ; that is to say, only one 
third part of the money, which was for- 
merly paid in interest upon the Debt, will 
noiu be paid in interest upon the I^bt; 
and, of course, the public creditors, as 
they are called, the Gkizzle Grern- 
HORNs of Holland, will never hereafter re- 
ceive any more than six and eight pence m 
ihepound; and, in all likelihood, they will 

not receive this long. 1 shall not stop 

to inquire, whether this be what the Morn- 
ing Post calls it, an atrocious breach of na^ 
tional faith; but, 1 am very certain it will 
enable Napoleon to Jit out ships in Holland 
with more ease than he would have done, 
had he not adopted this measure ; and that 

IS the th'iig which concerns us 

What he has thus taken from those who 
had, Hs they imagined, money in the funds, 
he w'ill have to give to Admirals and 
Captains, who, let us say what we like, 
will be highly delighted with the change, 
and will not attempt to discover any 
thing like injustice in it— --—Nor will thg 
measure be objected to by the people at 
large, who, at any rate, will not have the 
two thirds of the interest to pay in interest 
They will see a fleet, or an army, or some- 
thing for their money, and will like that 
better than to see it laid out in paying the 
interest upon a debt. The money is, in- 
deed, Ldare say, transferred to the coflero 
of Buonaparte ; but, it will not retnain 
there; it will be laid out upon soldiers and 
sailors, who are a much more powerful 
sort of friends than public creditors arc. 
It is very true also, that the money will 
be applied in aid of his general system of 
conquest, and, as far as I know, oppres- 
sion. But, he must give the money to 
somebody; it must be given to soldiers 
and sailors ; and, it is pretty clear, that 
they will not complain. — —There seems 
to be prevailing in England, a very odd 
notion about Holland, ,and the re&t of the 
states subdued by France. It seems to b^ 
thought, that the interests and opinions 
merchants are every thing in those coun* 
tries. 'I his is a very gross error. Napo- 
leones system tends to the annihilation of 
tliese interests, and they are intended to be 
annihilated. The age of commerce^ he has 
said, shall cease, and the age of arma and , 
of agriculture return.— The Times of yes* ' 
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terday (the lUh instant) has an article | 
proceeding from this vulgar error. *-— ^ 
Accounts were yesterday received from 
Holland of a cast more gloomy than any 
** that have come from it since its annexa- 
" tion to France. The vigilance and se- 
verities of the French have completely 
destroyed the little portion clandestine 
commerce that was carried on. Fresh con- 
tributions were talked of; and it was 
" even reported that all the circulating 
** specie was to he called in, and its place sup- 
** plied by an anission of Assignats, or 
«SOME OTHER DENOMINATION 
« OF PAPER CURRENCY. One of the 
letters says, we grumble, but dare not com- 
'' plain. The French General at the head 
** of affairs governs us with a rod of iron. 

•* While we contemplate the miseries of 
surrounding nations, misfortunes keep 
« crowding on us. Y ester duy tivo fresh houses 
« suspended their payments ; and when our 
** commercial distresses will terminate, no 
« man can say.'*— Bless me ! What ! is the 
circulaiing coin going to have its place sup- 
plied by an emission of paper ! And do the 
Dutch look upon this as a gloomy prospect ? 
Oh ! silly, silly Dutchmen ! 1 think, real- 
ly, that the editor of the Times, who ap- 
pears to feel a good deal of compassion 
for the dear good discontented Dutch 
(from whom we took Amuoyna the other 
day), should send them over a copy of Sir 
John Sinclair’s pamphlet, where they 
will see, that an abundant circulation of 
paper-money ''is the^ea^ source of opu 
r “ knee and strength, and a mine of national 
** prosperity Another of our "loyal" 
writers will inform them that ** guineas 
are an expensive and useless encuvihrance to 
" commence** Mr. Jackson will tell them, 
that a plentiful issue of paper is the v(ry life 
and soul of trade. The Morning Post will 
tell them, that " bank paper is the best bond of 
I " individual and public security, and the only 
' * " medium of currency to suit and exert the 
’ energies qf a cotnmercial people and the 
same print will tell them, " that now-a- 
" days bank paper is a miracidoujs mean of 
preserving the public and individual happi 
** ness.** When the Dutch have read all 

this, how they will stare ! Now, it is, 

-X think, carrying our compassion a little 
too far to melt away as the editor of the 
Times does here, at the idea of the poor 
Dutch losing their coin and getting assig- 
nats, or some other denomination cf paper cur 
its stead. With what he hasconstant- 
ly before his eyes, this is, 1 think, carrying 
f ofcompasMtia a little hto far ; and, thougli 


the ridiculousness of the thing may escape 
him, he may be assured, that it will not ' 
escape any Dutchman who may happen 

to read his paper. ^'fh^ Dutch can no 

longer carry otl " anyj^rtion of clandes^ 

" tine commerce." WWr, tmd what then ? 
Are we allowed to carry on any portion 
of clandestine commerce ? Are not peo- 
ple in England punished, and most severely 
too, for attempting such a thing? And, if 
we arc told that the Dutch are ruled with 
a rod qf iron, because they cannot longer ^ 
carry on any portion of clandestine 
commerce, what inferences must it be 
intended that we should draw from 
it? Clandestine means secret, underhandg 
unfair ; and, when applied to commerce, 
it comes up to our idea of smugglings 
Well, then, are wc to be told, that the 
Dutch ar^ not any longer suffered to smug^ 
gle ; and, <s this to »be represented as a 
hardship: and are we to be told, imme- 
diately after, that the Dutch are ruled 
with a rod of iron f I, for my part, have 
no objection to see our writers lay on upon 
Buonaparte and his government ; but, I 
wish them to take care how they strike, 
and not to give back-handed blowi.— — 
The next sign, that I shall notice of the 
miserks of Holland^ is, that " two fresh 
" Houses have suspended their payments** 

Can this writer have been in earnest? 

I hardly think it. If he was, such a^otbe^■ 

I instance of the proneness of men ta sec. 
the moat in the brother's eye, 1 do not be- 
lieve lo have been often se^.^n.-Tr — rhe 
Dutch we are told, " grumble, hut ilare not 
" complain by wdiich, I suppose, is. 
meant, that they growl and snarl and curse* 
in secret, or to their relations and conii- 
dcntial friends ; but, that they dare not 
proclaim their thoughts^to the public; that 
they dare not speak of the rod-of-iron men 
in the manner that honest indignation 
would call for and that ti'uth would war- 
rant ; for the imposing of which restraint, 
if the fact be true, I hereby give free 
liberty to the Morning Post and the 
Courier to pour upon the heads of the. 
rod-of-iron men the whole collection of 
their abuse down to the very dregs. 

Portugal. ^Thcrc is nothing to be 

said upon this subject. My Lord Tala- 
vera seems to be very cautious, and hifik 
friend the Morning Post has, of late, v^ry 
wbcly followed his example. 

\V»*. COBB]^;X^ 

Stale Prison, Newgate, Friday t 
October 13, 
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Five Pouiu>ft eanie to h% issued ; when 
rents, salarm, yearly wages, and almost 
all the taxes came to be paid in paper ; 
when this became the case, and when, of 
course^ every part of the people, except 
the very poorest, pIlNsessed, occasionally, 
bank notes, it was impossible, that men 
sbould not begin to think, that there was 
lome difference between Gold and Silver 
and Bank notes, and that they should not 
become more desirous to possess the former 
than the latter. In other words, it was 
impossible, that men should not begin to 
have some suspicion relative to the Bank 
notes ; and, it is very clear, that the nio* 
ment such suspicion arises, there is an end 
to any paper-money, which is convertible 
into Gold and Silver at the will of the 
bearer, who will, of course, lose not an in* 
Slant in turning that of which hef has a 
suspicion (however slight) into thatrf which 
it is impossible for any one to have a sus* 
picion. 

Thus it happened in 1797, Paine, in 
his pamphlet, published only the year 
before, had foretold, in the w'ords ot the 
first of my mottos to this Letter. He 
there told bis readers how the issuing of 
Five Pound notes would operate ; he 
pointed out how this measure would keep 
teal money from the Bank ; and he asked 
what must be the consequence, if (as it 
might any day happen) the people should go 
to the Bank and demand cash for the notes. 
This did happen the very next year ; ahd, 
as be foretold in another part of his 
pamphlet, those who went to present ^heir 
notes Jint came best of. Lord Liverpool, 
in the passage, which I have selected for 
my second motto to this Letter, had, when 
he wrote, ssen the thing happen; he had 
aeen the fulfilment of What Mr. Paine had 
foretold, and spoke, therefore, of the 
" dangerous*^ consequences of an excessive 
issue of paper, with the fact before his 
eyes. Experience, which, says the pro- 
verb, " makes fools wise,*' had taught his 
Lordship, in IS05, what he might have 
learnt from Mr. PaIne in l79d. Never- 
theless, the opinions of Lord Liverpool 
have some weight, and are w'orthy of at- 
tention with us in England ; because, 
though his talents and mind were of a cast 
quite inferior to those of such men a^ Hume 
and PxiNE and Burke, and though there is 
nothing iti what he has said, which I had 
not said, in the Register, years before, still 
as being a man of great experience in bu- 
siness, as having! during this whole reign 


been a great favourite at court, and espe- 
cially as having, upon this occasion, ad* 
dressed Uniself dirtctly to The King, his opi. 
nions, though of no consequence elsewhere, 
are worthy of some notice in this country, 
and mav possibly, in some minds, tend to 
produce that conviction, whioh, in the 
same minds, a stupid and incorrigible pre- 
judice would have prevented from being 
produced by all the powers of Hume or 

rAINE. 

But, we must now return to the Bank, 
and see how it happened tjiat the people 
went to demand money in payment of the 
notes in 1797. That it did happen we all 
know ! but, there are not a few of the peo- 
ple forming the present population of the 
country, who have forgotten, or, who 
have never known, the true history of the 
Stoppage of Gold and Silver payments at the 
Bank of England; yet, without a know- 
ledge of this" history, and a thorough know- 
ledge of it too, we cannot possibly pursue 
our inquiries to a satisfactory result. 

We have seen abundant arguments to 
prove, that paper-money, that promissory 
paper of every sort, is the oilspring and 
representative of Debt ; that a National or 
Public Debt never c,aii fail to bring forth 
bank-notes, or paper promises of some sort 
or other ; that, of course, as the Debt in- 
creases and its Interest increases, there 
will be, and must be, an increase of the 
paper, in which that interest is paid ; and, 
in the last Letter, at page 581, we saw, in 
the Table of increase of the Debt and In- 
terest from the beginning of the Anti- Ja- 
cobin War to the year 1797, we here saw, 
in practice, the cause of the making of the 
Five Pound bank notes. But, as we have 
since seen, that measure was not sufficient* 
We saw, at p. 584, that it was/o avoid pay^ 
ing m Gold and Silver the sums, or parts of 
sums, from ten to five pounds, which 
must .have induced the Bank to make and 
put out notes so low as five pounds. If 
you look again at ,that Table, gentlemen, 
you will see how the increase went on ; 
you will see, that it was greater and grmter 
every year. In the year 1793, the addition 
to the annual Interest was (speaking in 
rouiid numbers) only 250 thousand pounds ; 
but, in the year 1797, the addition was, sjjf 
millions that is to say, a third part of a$ 
much as the whole amount of the Interest 
previous to the Anti-Jacobin war*. Thus 
did this war of Pitt against the Repub- 
licans of France cost, in only one year, 
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nearly as mach, tn addition to Debt, as the 
cost of the whole of the American War, 
the extravagant expenditure of which had, 
till now, been proverbial. 

There were, however, other causa at 
work, at the time of which we are now 
speaking; causes operating upon the 
paper system from without ; causes which 
must be here fully stated ; for, besides 
that a knowledge of them is essential to 
our inquiry, it is demanded by justice to- 
wards those who opposed the ruinous mea- 
sures of Pitt, and who foretold their con- 
sequences ; and this demand is, in a pecu- 
liar manner, addressed to ME, who, from 
being so situated as to be unable to come 
at, or even suspect, the truth, while many 
circumstances conspired to make me take 
for truth that which was false, was not only 
one of the dupes of the system, but who, 
unintentionally, contributed according to 
the degree of my talents, towaids the ex- 
tension of the circle of duplicity. 

Credit is a thing wholly dependent upon 
opinion. The word itself, indeed, has the 
same meaning as the word belief. As lo’ng 
as men believe in the riches of any indi- 
vidual, or any company, so long he or they 
possess all the advantages of riche.s. But, 
when once suspicion is excited, no matter 
from what cause, the credit is shaken; and, 
a very little matter oversets it. So long 
as the belief is implicit, the person, towards 
whom it exists, goes on, not only w ith all 
the appearances, but with all the advan- 
tages, of wealth; though, at the same 
time, he be insolvent. But, if his wealth 
be not solid; if he have merely the appear^ 
ance of wealth ; if he be unable to pay so 
much as he owes, or, in other words, if he 
be insolvent, which means neither more nor 
less than unable to pay. When an indivi- 
dual is in this situation, he is liable, at any 
moment, to have his insolvency exposea. 
Any accident, that excites alarm in the 
minds of his creditors, brings the whole 
upon him at once ; and he who might 
Otherwise have gone on for years, is 
stopped in an instant. 

' Thus it will happen to Companies of 
Traders as well as to individuals; and 
thus it did happen to the Bank Company, 

the time we areispeaking of, and at 
Which time an alarm of invasion prevailed 
through the country. 

From the very out«*set of the war, the 
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inventors and supporters of it had been, 
from time to time, propagating alarms 6f 
various sorts, by itie means of which 
alarms, whether they tltjem>elve8 believed 
in them or not, they were enabled to do 
things, which never had before been either 
known or heard of or dreamt of in Eng- 
land. The mode of reasoning with the 
people was this : You sec, that, in France, 
the revolution has deprived the people of 
both property and * life : there are those 
wdio wish to cause a revolution in Eng- 
land: the measures taken, or proposed, 
are absolutely necessary to prevent the 
accomplishment of this wi.sh : therefore, 
you have your choice, cither to submit 
quietly to these measures, whatever por- 
tion of your liberty or property they may 
take away, or let in upon you a revolution 
which*will take away all your property and 
your lives into the bargain. There was 
no room for hesitation; and thus vi-ere the 
people determined, and with this view of 
the matter did ihe}^ proceed, until tho 
time above referred to, the ministers be- 
ing, probably, full as much alarmed as the 
people, and certainly not with less cause. 

At times, however, especially after the 
war had continued for three or four years, 
the efiect of alarm seemed to grow very 
faint. Danger had been so often talked 
of, that, at ]ast,nt w'as grown familiar. In 
the year 1796, however, things began to 
wear a serious aspect. All the inimster's 
predictions and promises had failed; his 
allies, to whom and fur who^e support so 
maify millions had been paiil by the people 
of this country, had all laid down their 
arms or had gone ov^r to the side of 
France ; the assignats in France had been 
annihilated without producintr any of the 
fatal consequences which Pitt had so 
confidently anticipated, and upon which, 
indeed, he had lUilied for success; and, a 
negociation for peace, opened at the in- 
stance of England, had produced nothing 
but a convincing proof of the high pre- 
tensions of the enemy, and of his con- 
fidence in his cause resources. 

When tlie parliatfimit met, therefore, in 
October 1790, the ministers and their ad- 
herents seem to have been full of real 
apprehension. They failed not to renew 
the signal of ahrm, in which, hideed, 
they were kept in countenance oy the 
enemy, who had openly declared his inj- 
tention of invading the country. The 
subject was mentioned in the K^ng^s 
X2 
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speech, upo'A a part of which a motion 
was grounded, on the I8th of October, 
for the bringing in of bills for the raising 
men, with all possible speed, for the pur- 
pose of defendJ^ig the country against 
invasion. In virtue of a resolution passed 
in consequence of this motion, three acts 
were passed with all possible rapidity, 
the first for providing an auipncntation for 
the militia to be trained and exercised in a 
particular manner ; the second for raising 
a certain number of men in the several 
counties of England and Scotland (there 
wore two Acts), for the service of theregular 
Army and the Naiy; and the third for 
raising a provisional force of cavalry to be 
embodied, in case of necessity, for the de- 
fence of these kingdoms which acts 
were finally passed on the 1 Ith of Novem- 
ber 1796. \Vhen this measure was under 
discussion, Mr. Fox, Mr. Shkriij^n, and 
others opposed it upon the ground of its 
not being necessary, and Mr. Fox, who 
called it a requisition, after the French 
manner, observed that, if it was necessary 
to our safety, it was the conduct of the 
ministers and of the last parliament who 
confided in them, which had brought us 
into that miserable situation, ** a parlia- 
ment,'^ he said, ** which had done more 
to destroy every thing that is dear to us, 
^ than in better days would have entered 
into the mint! of any Englishman to al- 
** tempt, or to conceive; a parliament by 
whom the people liad been drained so 
much, and from whom they had hadtso 
little bentfil; a parliament that had di- 
'' niinishcd the dearest rights of the people 
** so shamelessly and so wickedly ; a par- 
li ament whose conduct it w'as that had 
given rise to this measure." Mr. Fox 
added, that he did not believe that inva- 
sion would render any such measure ne- 
cessary ; that the real resources of the 
country consisted in the people’s attach- 
ment to the conslituiion, and that, Iherc- 
h»ro, the proper measure to be adopted 
would be to allow them to possess the spirit 
of that constitution. The minister and 
his partizans contended, however, that 
there was rvaVeauae for alarm; and Pitt 
said, that as lo the constitution it still 
possessed that esteem and admiration of 
the people, vvhich would induce them to 
''defend it against the designs of domestic 
foes, and the attempts of their forei^ 
** allies thus, according to his usual 
practice, proceeding upon the assumption, 

^ 37 George 111, Chapters 3> b q^^d 0. 


that there was a party in the country in 
alliance, as to wishes, at least, with the enemy. 

While these measures were before par- 
liament, the venal part of the press was by 
no means inactive. Representations the 
most exaggerated were made use of in 
speaking of the temper and designs of the 
enemy, always insinuating that the op- 
ponents of tiie Minister were ready to 
join the enemy, or, at least, wished 
him success. The French were exhibited 
as being quite prepared ; and, a descent 
was held forth as something almost too 
horrible to be thought of. This was use- 
ful for the purpose of making the Arming 
Acts go down ; but, the alarmists did not 
seem to be aware of its cutting another 
way ; and, least of all do they appear to 
have imagined, that it would set people to 
thinking of what effect invasion might pro^ 
duce upon bank-notes. 

Ill the mean while, the negotiations for 
peace were broken off by the month of 
December, which gave rise to new" alarm. 
This was soon followed by the appearance 
of a French naval force, with troops on 
board, oR'the coast of Ireland ; and, though 
its return back to France, without attempt- 
ing a descent, might, one would think, have 
tended to quiet people’s fears, it was, on 
the contrary, made the ground work of a 
still more general and more vociferous 
alarm. There was now no bounds to the 
exaggerations of the venal prints. From 
the first week in January, (1797) to tha 
third week in February, the people were 
kept in a state of irritation hardly to be 
conceived. Addresses to them, in all 
shapes and sizes, were published, calling 
upon them to arm and come forth at once, not 
waiting for the slow process of the Militia 
and Cavalry Acts. “ Already," were they 
told, " the opposite coast was crowded 
" with hostile arms ; forests of bayonets 
" glistened in the sun ; despair and horror 
" were coming in the rear." It was next 
to impossible that this should not mak^ 
people think of what was to become of 
them ; make them reflect a little as t» 
what they were to do in case of invasion ; 
and, it required but very little rejection 
to convince them, that money, at all times 
useful, would, in such a case, be more 
useful than ever. Whence by a very na- 
tural an3 easy tranStion, they would be 
led to contemplate the possibility of real 
money being rather “better than paper. 
That’s enough ! There ueeds 4io more ( 
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Away, in an instant, they go to the Bank, 
where the written promises tell them the 
bearer shall be paid on demand. 

This effect of the alarm, an eff’ert of 
which neither Pitt nor any his adhe- 
rents seem ever to have had the smallest 
suspicion, and, indeed, when Mu. Fox 
cautioned them against it, th^ affected 
to laugh at what he said ; this effect of the 
alarm, raised and kepi up by the minister 
and the great Loaners and men of that 
description ; this effect of the alarm began, 
it appears, to be sensibly felt, at the Bank 
of England, immediately after the ap- 
pearance of the French fleet cfF the coast 
of Ireland ; and, as it afterwards appeared, 
from official documents, the drain had be- 
come so great by the end of the thirtl 
week in February, that the Directors saw 
the impossibility of going on, unless some- 
thing could be done to put a stop, or, at 
least, greatly to cheek, the run upon them 
for cash. The people were, in short, now 
doing precisely what Paine, only about 
ten or eleven months before, had advised 
them to do, and the consequence was pre- 
cisely what he had predicted. 

It was now extremely curious to hear 
the language of the venal nciisjiajiers, who 
had, for months before, been endeavouring 
to excite alarm, and who abused Ms. Fox 
and his parly, called them Jacobins, and, I 
sometimes, traitor^ because they said, 
that the alarm wzs false, and was invented 
for bad purposes. These vey'^ news-papers 
now took the other side. They not only 
themselves said, that the alarm wasgro«/id- 
less; but they had the impudence, the un- 
paralleled, the atrocious impudence, to 
accuse the Jacobins, as they called them, qf 
having excited the alarm, for the purpose of 
injuring public credit ! 

This change of tone was begun on the 
I7th of February by those notoriously ve- 
nal prints, those prints so far famed above all 
others intheannals of venality; the ** True 
Bkiton'' and the " Sun.” The thing was 
be§^un in ** An Address to John Bull,” in 
which the « most thinking people,” who 
were still all in frying confusion to get on 
with the levies of additional militia, and 
parish men for the army and navy, and 
the provisional cavalry ; the “ most think- 
** ing people,” while all hurry and bustle 
about this, were told by these shameless 
writers, who had almost called the people 
traitors for not making greater haste to 
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arm ; the people were, by these same 
writers, now told, that alarm might be 
pushed too far ; that, if so pushed, it might 
do us an injury cquahto invasion; that 
every one must see, that the French loished 
to 7'uin our credit; that, of course, to shew 
an eagerness to sell out of the funds was 
io favour the designs of the enemy; that it 
was, besides, the greatest nonsense in the 
world for people to suppose that their pro- 
perty was not safe in the Bank of England ; 
that no apprehension need be felt, and 
that the people w'ho had money in the 
funds, might safely rely upon the wooden 
walls rf Old England. Though, observe, 
the whole country was actually in move- 
ment, down to the very beadles, in order 
to raise men for defence by land ! 

The evidence of facts” was befora 
the pe(fj>le's eyes. The alarm was not to 
be allayed by assertions like these. And, 
though the venal prints grew more and 
more positive in their assurances, that 
there was now no danger from invasion; 
though they (on the 21st of February) as- 
sured the people, that it was '' an error to 
" suppose, that the enemy was at our 
gates,” and that ^ panic might do in- 
** finite mischief to public credit,” people 
still kept carrying their notes softly to 
Threadi)Gcdle-str(;et ; they kept on selling 
out of the Stocks : and, a report, on the 
day last-mentioned, of the appearance of 
a French fleet, with Troops on board, off 
Beacuy Head immediately followed by 

PouTsMouTH, Feb. 20. — An ac- 
'' count reached this place, this morning 
'' at half past ten, A. M. of several French 
transports, convened by armed vessels, having 
“ been >5cen off Beqphy Head. The intelli- 
'' gence came by the signal posts, and 
•• Admiral Sir P. Parker immediately on 
receiving it, ordered two ships of the 
line and five frigates to slip their cables 
and proceed to sea. This squadron is 
** now out of sight, and all the other ships 

are getting in readiness. ^The sensa- 

tion that this made in the City may be 
** easily conceived. It spread a very gene* 
ral alarm; but it was soon contradicted: 
" Letters, written as the post was setting 
" out, stated that the alarm bad been oc- 
" casioned by a mistaken signal, and that 
instead of a fleet q/* 300 French transports, 
** it was no more than a signal that 3 priva* 
" leers ’had been discovered off Beachy 

« Head. Such, however, is the conse- 

queiices of the state of alarm to which 
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he famous landing of Tate anil his hand* 
tul of raggamuilins in Wales, f appears 
to have given confidence in bank paper 
the finishing blow.^ 

All, as appears from the documents, and 
as we shall by-and-by see, was conster- 
nation in Tiireadneedle-street. The di- 
minution of the gold became greater and 
greater every day. In vain did the venal 
prints cry out against alarm. They had 
cried taolf** till the people had believed 
them. Thejr had called upon them to 
stand forward in defence cf the constilu- 
tion/^ 'till they had convinced them it 
was tiifie for every man to think a little 
about taking care of himself. In vain did 
these venal writers now call aloud against 
alarm \ in vain did they say, (24 February) 
that the Beachy-head report “ aro^e from 
a mistake in the signals; that he re- 
of the country were undiminish- 
^*ed; that it was dtgrudint* to suppose that 
" we had not a sufficient Jorcc to annihilate 
'' i\e emwy ; that the panic was shameful, 
** unmanly, mean, dastardly;*’ In vain 
did liiey assert (2Uh February), that in- 
va^ioIl was more to be desired than 
** dreaded;** in vain did they exclaim: 
Let us, for God's sake, not give way to 
our fears so as to injure jmOlic credit** 
In vain did they (25th February) aver, 
that ihe alai m was groundless ; that they 
Wi-re sure no attack was meditated; and 
jj were convinced it never would 
•'w." In Vain did they again exclaim; 

for God’s sake let not the gloomy des* 
** pondeiicy of a few men in the city give 
•* (i fatal blow to public credit** 

In vain were all these efF>rts: Suspr- 
cfoXj to use Paine’s emphatical expres- 
•lonywas no longer asleep. It was broad 
awake, and to stay its operations was im- 
possible. To excite fears in the breasts 

Government has thrown the country by the 
** cry tf a threatened Invasion** Morn- 

ing Chuomcle, 22 February 17 !) 7 . 

t 'On Saturday the public mind received 
" tlu shock of a new alarm. An express ar- 
n ved from Lord Milford, inforiiiiiig the 
« King s Mini-iters that a body of French 
"troops, amounting to about 1200, had 
" bteii lamlod at Fiskard out of the ships 
** will h w^ stated had approached the 
coast of Pembroke. Miiiisiers took the 
" earliest opportunity of announcing the 

fact to the Lord Mnyor.** aMorninc 

Chronicle; Monday, 20 February 1797. 


of the people was a task te which the Venal 
prints had been adequate ; but to remove 
those fears, or to impede the progress of 
their cfiects upon the mind, was too much 
for any human power to accomplish. The 
run upon the Bank continued to increase, 
until the day last-mentioned, Saturday, 
the 25th of February, 1797, a day which 
will Jong be remembered, and which will 
he amongst the most memorable in the 
annals of England, as being the last (hi- 
therto al least) on which the Bank of Eng- 
land was compelled, at the will of the 
bearer, to pay its promissory notes in gold 
and silver, agreeably to the tenor of those 
notes ; until the evening of that day the 
run continued, but, on the next, though it 
was Sunday, an Order was issued from the 
Privy Council requiring the Directors of 
the Bank to forbear issuing any cash in 
payment, until the sense of Parliament 
could be taken upon the subject, which 
memorable instrument was in the follow- 
ing words, * to which I must beg of you. 
Gentlemen, to pay particular att?ntion. 

* At the Council Chamber^ Whitehmll, 
F€b.2t},nui. 

By the LORDS of Ilis MAJESTY'S 
Most Honourable PRIVY COLWCIL. 

Present, 

The Lord Chancellor Karl Spencer 

Lord President Earl of Liverpool 

Diirf. of Portland Lord Grenville 

Marquis Cornwallis 

Mr. Chancfllob of the lixcHrQORR. 

! Upon the representation of the Chancellor 
I of the Exchetjiur, stating that from the re- 
: suit of the information which he has re- 
ceived, and of the eiM|uiries which it has 
been his duty to make respecting the ef- 
fect of the unusual demands for specie, that 
have been made upon the metropolis, in 
consequence of ill-founded or exaggerated 
alarms in dilV^rent parts of the country, it 
appears that unless some measure is" im- 
mediately taken, there may be reason to 
apprehend a want qf a sufficient supply 
cash to msxoer the exigencies of the public ser- 
vice, It is the unanimous opinion of the 
Board, that it is indispcnsibly necessary 
for the public service, that the Directors of 
the Bank of England should issuing 

any ca!th in payment until the sense ol P^r. 
liament can be taken on that subject, and ' 
the proper measures adopted thereupon, 
for maiiuaiiiing the means of circulation, 
and supporting the public and commercial cre- 
dit of the kingdom at this important con- 
juncture ; and it is ordered, 'that a copy 
of this min'ute be transmitted to the Jpi- 
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We shalU by-and-by, see whence it was 
that « Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer*' 
received his iiiformalion, and what sort qf 
information it was that he did receive but, 
for the present, w'c will, in order to avoid 
making this Letter too long, content our- 
selves with seeing what the Bank Cony 
pany did in consequence of this Order not 
to pay their creditors; this requisition tior 
to pay their promissory notes when presented; 
tills Order to forbear issuing cask in payment. 

The run had been very great on the | 
Saturday, and people would scarcely sus- 
pect, that the Sunday, especially by such 
m godly ministry as Pitt’s was, would 
have been spent in labour of any sort. 
It would, however, naturally give people 
time to think a little; it would aflbrd them 
leisure to reflect on the consequences of 
being without a farthing of cash in case 
of invasion. According, on the Monday 
morning, they appear to have been .quite 
prepared for furnishing themselves with 
real money, if it was to be had at the 
Bank. Let us, however, as to this fact, 
take the words of the venal writers them- 
selves. ‘‘ Yesterday morning," says -the 
True Briton of Tuesday, the 2Sth of Fe- 
bruary, '' a grear ru» seemed to have been 
** meditated upon the Bank, as A CROWD 
OF PEOPLE ASSEMBLED THERE 
AS SOON AS THE DOORS OPENED. 
This design was HAPPILY dtfeated by 
'' a Resolution of the Privy Council, traiis- 
mitted to the Bhnk Directors on Sun- 
** day ; and, in consequence, they had 
** Hand-bills ready for delivery, a copy of 
which, with the Order of tlie Privy 
Council annexed, our readers will find, 
** as an Advertisement in the front of our 
'' Paper."* 


rectors of the Bank of England, and they 
are keieby required, on the grounds of the 
exigency of the case, to conform thereto 
until the sense of Parliament can he taken 
as a-foresaid. W. FAWKENER. 

* Bank qf England, February 27, i797. 

In consequence of an order of his Ma- 
jesty's Privy Council notified to the Bank 
last night, Copy'‘of which is hereunto an- 
nexed. — ^The Governor, Deputy Governor, 
and Directors of the Bank of England, 
think it their duty to inform the Proprie- 
tors of Bank Stock, as well as Uie Public 
at large, that the general concerns qf the Bank 
are in the most affluent and prosperous situation, 
an4 wch as to preclude every dqubt as to the 
security qf iu nptes.r-T^k^ Qiitetors mcjin 
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Such, Gentlemen^ was the manner, in 
which the Stoppage qf Gold and Silver pay^ 
ments at the Bank of England look place; 
such was the manner of that event, which 
produced the evils, for Vhich the Bullion 
Committee have proposed a remedy. Upon 
the Order of Council there is much to ob- 
serve, before we proceed further ; but, 
having laid before you a plain narrative of 
the event, it will be best to reserve those 
observations 'till my next, and, in tlve 
meanwhile, I remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your sincere friend, 

W“. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 

\5th October., IS 10. 


"SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

^'*On Friday a Court Martial was held 
on board the Gladiator, on Antonio, 
** alias Antony Miller, seaman, of the 
Latona, for mutinous and seditious con- 
duct, in endeavouring to make a mu- 
tinous assembly, and excite the French 
** in particular, as well as the German 
troops on board the Latona, to rise and 
** take possession qf the said ship, and catry 
** her to a poit in France, and for conceal^ 
" ing such mutinous design. He was 
** sentenced to receive 300 lashes. Rear 
** Admiral Hargood, President."—— 
Portsmouth Telegraph: l3Ch Oct. J810. 
• 

Foreigners in our Service. I^ok 

at motto. £riglii;h reader ; look at the 
motto! And. when you have duly consi- 
dered it, I beg you to think a little, as you 
are one of the most* thinking people in 
** the world," how this might have ended, 
or what it might 4iave led to, if this mu- 
tiny had not luckily been put a stop to in 

time. Antonio is a foieigii name, and 

the word Miller, should, 1 suppose, be 
MuIUt, But, this is of little consequence. 
It signifies not, whether th^s particular 
man was a German; fur, it appears that 
the people on board were chitjly Foreigners, 
and that a design existed, to some extent, 
at any rate, of carrying the ship into a port 
qf France. The charge against this 

to continue their usual discounts for tha 
accommodation of the Commercial Icu- 
terest. paying the amount in Bank nat^, and 
the Dividend IVarrants will be paid in. the 
same manner. 

Francis Martin, Stentary. 
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Antonio "was, we scr, not only mutinous 
and seditious conduct, in endeavouring to 
make a mutinous assembly 3*>d excite 
the foreign troops to carry the ship into 
France ; but, also* for concealing such mu- 
tinous design, 'rhis ^vould i)e downright 
nonsense, upon the supposition, that the 
design existed in no breast hnt his owti; 
and, ihcTefore, it is irasonable to suppose, 
that sow others, at least, were eoncorned 

in it. ^J^iit, be this as it may, the crime 

is as ?icti' in our navy, as the* crime, the 
o/Ju r day attempted by two of the Royal 
tItUMAN I. FA. ION, of going orcr to the enemy, 
is new ill our army. I’hese crimes are 
cjuite ticii? in our service. Desertion and 
Mutiny are not new : they, unhappily, 
have been, and are, but too frequent ; but, 
attempting to go over to the enemy, and de- 
signing /o Cfl7’7y a?i English ship into a port 
of F] iiiice ; these arc new ; these we now 
hear of for the first time ; and, it will, 1 
think, be allowed, that wc ought to guard 
the consequences.— —As 1 ob- 
served with regard to the attempt of the 
tno German Legion miscreants, the great 
danger lies in the putting of sttch thoughts 
tnto the heads of our own soldiers; but, the 
danger is much greater in the navy than 
in the army ; and, there is nothing that I 
•should be so much afraid of as the cllect 
of an example like that contemplated on 

board of the Lvitoua. Once more, I 

must repeat, that this is the first time we 
have heard of such a thing. We have 
heard of it, observe, in a ship, which ap- 
pears to have been nearly filled with fo- 
reign troops. Whether the like would? by 
the aid of Antonio, have taken place on 
board of a ship filled with native troops; 
or, whether Antonio would have atteinpied 
to put in execution such a design with wa- 
iive £ro()ps on board ; fhese are questions 
tliat I leave to the rea.ler ; but, I again 
beg him to consider, that, out of our hun- 
dreds and even thousands of ships, we 
have never before heard, even in the height 
of the grand mutiny, of such a design as 
this. 

Gei.ntan Hf.ci^uits. — ^ — The Morning 
Post of this day has the following article. 
— “ Saturday a riot took place in the 
'' Prison at Porchester Castle, near Ports- 
mouth : about li?0 prisoners^ consisting 
•' of Gehmans and volunteered i?ito 

« the Sicilian Regiment, and when they 
•• were sent into the prison to get their 
clothes, the Frenclmcn refused to let them 
out^ again, and threatened to kill them. 


"The drum immediately beat to arms, 

when the Worcester Militia, and part of 
" the Aarthampton, directly marched into 
" the Castle; and, with the assistance qf the 
" artillery and dragoons, order was re- 
" stored W'ltliout any blood^hed. The 
" prisoners amounted to above six thou- 

" sand.^* The render will make hi> own 

observations upon this. They do, in- 
deed, supfgcst themselves piaiiily enough. 
All that I shall say upon the matter is, 

• hat we here, it this be true, see recruits 
raised I'ur our service from amongst those, 
xoho have been in the service of our tv' - 
and w'ho now volunteer for us, they o ‘'t 

in a prison. Those, who have c. u • d 

tliose men to be enlisted, liave, doubtless, 
satisfactory reasons for conchuling, that 
they will bu more faithful to m than they 
have been to the^rlnst r/z/p/oyers.— — The ex- 
as[)eratiou of the French prisoners is a cir- 
cumstance well worthy f>f attention, Jt is 
charactori'tic of fhc armies of Fiance at 
this time; and, J iiope, that, on the part of 
our armies, it will, as often as the occasion 

may olfer, be met by a similar spirit. 

'Fhe men, whom we thus enlist, are, I sup- 
pose, to be sent to Sicily Wc shall 

see, all in good time, what will be the 
cflect of it. 

Victory of Eusaco.- Prom whkt 

has all along been said in the Register 
(humbly staling what was asserted by the 
great givers of iiiteIJigcncc), the public 
will, doubUe*!S, have aniicipateil nothing 
short of the victory, recorded in another 
part of this Number, in the form of an 
Olficial Dispatch of Lord Viscount Tala- 
vera, which is dated from Coimbra, 30tli 
September, and upon the receipt of which, 
on Sunday last, the Guns of the Park and 
the Tower were, it seems, fired in token of 

national joy and exultation. before we 

proceed to make any remarks upon this. 
Dispatc h, let us see how the event was 
announced at first to the public. The 
Gentleman who brought it, landed it seems 
ill Cornwall. The intelligence started, 
therefore, from Truro, thus: — " Truro, 
" Saturday, Oct. 13. — A GLORIOUS VIC- 
" TORY ! — His Majesty’s ship Gleaner, 
" LieiUt Green, put into Portreath last 
" evening from Lisbon, and lauded Capt. 
" Burgh,^Aid-de-Camp of Lord Welling- 
" ton, to whom Lord de Dunstanvifle im- 
" mediately sent his chariot and four, in 
" which Capt, Burgh reached Truro about 
" eleven o'clock^ and proceeded imniedi- 
" ateJy in a post-chaise and four for Lon« 
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don. The substance of the dispatches 
'' he brings is as follows On the 27th a 
" general battle w'as fought between Mas* 
** sena (with Jimot and the whole of the 
** French army) and the allied British and 
'' Portuguese. The English fought tike 
themselves^ and the Portuguese behaved 
** nob^j/. The French were rcpidsed at all 
points, toitk the loss of 2,(;00 killed, and 
" 8,O()0 wounded and prisoners ; among the 
latter is a French Geneial. The Eng- 
lish lost about 500 killed, and the Por- 
" tuguese about an equal number. Major 
Smith, of the 45th', was the only Field 
“ Oflicer killed. The battle was fought 
" on the Mondego, about 1 30 iiiih s north 
" of Lisbon. —Another battle was ex- 
“ pccted ; but alter the specimen the Por- 
" tuguese have given of their devotion, the 
is entertained ofa second 

" and a most decisive viclory.^^ When 

the intelligence got to London, the Morn- 
iN'c t’osT put it forih under the head of 
'' (ILOPIOU-J VK'TOpy gained over the 

henoij army in •'Portugal.^* Bm, 

glorious as tins news i'*, wdiat it more 
than w'e had a right to expect? I'J.iy., 
ought vve* not to w.'uitler, af'cr all that we 
have been told, (’.r'dy» without dmbt;) 
ought we not to wonder, that the French 
weie able, to get so far as Busaco; that 
they were able to drag ilieir famished, 
their wa.stcd, their skeleton carcases so far, 
Bn«aco being not an inch less than a 
hundred nndtuenty miles, by the roads, from 
Almeida to the .•'pot, where we gained the 
Victory ? Have we not been tend, a hun- 
dred limes over, that the French army 
was daily wasting away from famine, sick- 
ness and desertion ? liatc not the Morn- 
ing Po.^t and its coadjutors told us again 
and again and again, that Masseiia Was 
unable to penetrate into Portugal ? Have 
we not been told, that, from w.mt of provi- 
sions and from other causes, lie had been 
compelled to fall back into^[>ain ? Have we 
not been told, that he had to bring bis 
siarving army over a country, whence all 
the people had tied, and in which every 
species of sub.sistence had been destroyed ? 
Have we not been told, that the season of 
the year was come, when to enter Portu- 
gal would be certain destruction to the 
French ? Have we not been told, that we 
had all the military means of the country 
completely in our power ; that all the 
people were hearty in our cause; that 
they all hated the French mortally and 
cut their throats whenever they could lay 
hold of them ; that we had strong fortress 
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after strong fortress, which the enemy 
would be compelled to besiege before he 
could get at us; and, that, finally, our 
army was more mmerous Mian his, -a state- 
merit of it (page 400 of this volume) hav- 
ing, by the ministerial news-papers, been 
carried to a total of 1 42,003 men, of which 
80,755 men were regulars, and which did 
not include about 10,0(70 men since sent to 
join Lord Talavcra? Have we not been told 
all this ? Jf this was true, wliat ground was 
there for sroTimcathearing of the Victory ? 
And ought not our surprise, on the con- 
trary, to be that the French have been able 
to get so far as Busaco ; that they have 
been able to drag their carcas.ses thither; 
and, that, as yet, there is even a part of 

them unkiDed or uiicaptured ? In niy 

Register, of the 6tli instant, 1 ohscived, 
that, if what the ministerial prints had told 
us was true, we had every reason to eX' 
pect a victory, whenever the armies 
should meet; because, according to those 
accounts, not only bad we a superiority 
** ot mmibcrs, hut wo had hi, \ side 
** heabh, plenty, fidelity, a. i ' . liighest 
" spirits ; while the unny ol i»ia.ssena had 
long been in a st-n viiig condition, and 
" while sickness and desertion had been 
" daily ihiimmg his ranks Why, there- 
fore, should J, or my readers, or any part 
of the public feel surprise at the victory 
that has been gained ? Why shoulil the 
Mornixg Post and Couuiek, from whom 
I haye got all my ir.formnlion about supe^ 
riority of numbers, Seem to be (juite trans- 
ported^ with joy that they have a victory to 
announce ; when, if whar diey tohJ us was 
true, to have heen defeated must, oii our 
part, have heen the cons*equence of stu- 
pidity or cowardice scarcely to be 

equalled ? The Morning Post says, 

that the PVench army consisted of 70 
thousand men, and that ours consisted ol 

50 thousand. Against this attempt to 

rob me of part of my Portuguese 
army I protested, by way of anticipa- 
tion, so long ago as the 28th of July, 
page 113, where I gave, from official 
ducumi nts, an account of the numlter of 
fighting men, that we, the people of Eng- 
land, were paying in Portugal, which, at 
the lowest, was to be 60 thousand. We 
have since had accounts of re-inforcemeiits 
sent to liord Talavera to the amount of not 
less, 1 am pretty certain, than 10 thousand 
men. This is notorious. These are 
factsi which nobody can deny. The num- 
bens, as my readers Iiave seen, have beaa 
carHed a great deal higher by the Morn* 


OCTOBER 17, ISW.^FictoryqfBusaco. 



659} POUTIC AL REGlSTliK.— Vktor^ rf Butace. (ogO 


‘nc Post and th% Coubier, who, as I 
have before stated, did in a very detailed 
slaiement carry them so high as 89,755 
regulars, besides about 60 thousand mi- 
litia. But let us suppose these gen- 
tlemen to be at liberty to make free 
with facts ; suppose them to be privileged 
to say and unsay as often as they please ; 
still that will not alter the fact, that we 
are paying for so many men in Portugal ; 
and, 1 shall not, for my part, ever consi- 
der the number in the less than the 

number that we pay for. In this view 

of the matter, then, who can be surprized 
at the victory now gained over Massena’s 
ragged, starved, discontented, and debili- 
t.ited ruffians,^* as the Morning Post 
called them just before we heard of the 

fall of Almeida ? What I ask again is 

there to surprize us in the intelligence, ex- 
cept the fact, that Massena had been able 
to get the carcasses of his men so far as 
Busaco, and some of them up a hill too, 
where one would have supposed, the wind 
woirid blow them away — Thus it is, 
reader, that these venal writers, these mi- 
serable tools, whose sole object is to flatter 
the wishes of those on whom they depend, 
and who never see beyond the day, nay, 
the moment, in which they put their silly 
lucubrations upon paper ; thus it is, that 
they do mischief to any cause, or to any 
character, in favour ol which they move 
their pens. They have proclaimed to the 
world facts, which, if true, put it complete- 
ly out of the power of our general in Por- 
tugal to gain any victory over Massena 
that shall be w'orthy of the epithet glbrious; 
and which would render defeat infamy. 
They have, if the nation and the world 
believe them, precluded the possibility of 
Lord Talavera's gaining any honour in 
the campaign, and have amply furnished 
him witliihc chances of disgrace such as 
few men can possibly meet with. The 
enemy, has nothing to do but to recur to 
their previous statements to prove, that 
the affair ^at Busaco was highly honourable to 
him, and deeply disgraceful to our general 
and our army . — ^-Such is the tendency of 
tht friendship qf venal writers, who, to speak 
firithoui any exaggeration, are an evil little 
less than any restraint 'that plain undis- 
guised despotism can impose. But, 

though L by no means, feel myself called 
upon to view the matter in any other light 
than that, in which it would remain by 
holding these writers to their words, I 
must confess, that 1 should experience 
•ome pain at leaving it there, to themaoj- 


fest prejudice of the character of our 

army. Lord Talavera has never, that I 

know of, said, that his numbers were superior 
to those of the French ; and, therefore, he 
ought not to be looked upon as having 
superior numbers ; but, if the French 
were to assert, that he had superior num- 
bers, who could blame them, seeing, that 
our own public prints, and those prints 
too who speak constantly in his praise, have 
made so many statements to cause it to be 
believed, that he has a superiority of 
numbers ? The Dispatch of iiord Ta- 

lavera is, as to numbers, as silent as usual; 
so that we cannot tell over whut force 
it was that he gained this victory. Yet 
this is very essential ; because, the glory 
consists not in gaining a victoiy, unless the 
victory be gained over a superior force, 
or under disadvantageous circumstances. 

1 never can approve of this keeping 

of numbers out of sight. I have com- 
plained of it before ; and 1 complain of it 
now, as being calculated to render the 
account of the victory less complete.— 
There are, I must confess, certain other 
points, upon which I could have wished 
his lordship to be more explicit ; and 
especially as to the killed and wounded. 
He tells us, that the enemy left two thou^ 
sand men dead upon the field of bailie ; 
but, he does not tell us how he got the 
knowledge of this fact. The Morning Post, 
indeed, says, that our people buried the 
2,000 killed ; and, 1 should not have been 
at all surprised, if he had said, that they 
cat them. Seriously 1 should not. There 
is nothing, yea, nothing, at which that 
print will stick. But, my Lord Talavera 
says nothing about the interment ; no- 
thing about the funeral part of the busi- 
ness. He only kills them. The under- 
taker’s job is leH to the Morning Post. 
1 should like to have been told, how- 
ever, how my Lord Talavera got the know- 
ledge of the killing of the 2,000 men, un- 
less they were buried by our people.—— 
However, as he says positively, that he 
killed 2,000 men, we shall take it for 
granted that he did. But, then, as to the 
wounded, he does not name the number. 
He says that he understands that it waa 
immense, after which there is room to ad- 
mire the moderation of the Morning Post, 
which contents itself with fixing the num- 
ber of •wounded at 8,000 men of all ranks, 
thus making Massena’s total loss, upon 
this occasion, 10,000 men. There is no- 
thing like round numbers.— Ten thou- 
sand men, kiJlbd and wounded, makes a 
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pretty bloody battle. After such carnage, 
it is not very often the case, that the de- 
feated part is ready, the next day, to renew 
the especially with' an adversary, who 
has suffered hardly any loss at all ; and, it is 
still less frequent, I believe, to find the 
victorious party withdrawing** from the 
field of battle, and moving away from 

it to the extent of 30 or 4-0 miles. 

The Morning Post says, that Lord Tala- 
vera would not nlltm of a pursuit** 
though the enemy was ** completely routed ;** 
and that the reason of this was, that his 
Lordship was resolved not to be put out 
of his defensive posit ions J* Where, or 

from whom, the sapient editor obtained this 
inform .ir ion, he dues not say ; and, as to 
the Dispatch, though it says nothing about 
a pur;tuit, $;tys mure than enough to con- 
vince us, that L>i'd Talavera had quitted 
hit defensive pOAi/iow.-—— There would, if 
one had time, he much more to say upon 
the ^ubjec t ; hut, perhaps, it is as w ell to let 
it alone, 'till we Itave more copious de- 
tails. The time to give an account of a 
cam|iaigii is, at the end of it ; for, besides 
many o her reasons against taking it in 
meal, it always greatly diminishes 
the plcasuie of contemphiting final success 
if we dwell much upon the several minor 
succe^sies which lead to it; and, in this 
case, the final ovnihrow, the route, the 
destruction, or the capture, of Massena 
and his army, when it shall happen, will 
not <jfio|d nearly so much satisfaction, as 
it would have afi<>rd*ed, if we had never 

heard of the present victory. When 

the campaign shall he over, and Portugal 
cleared of its invaderSt we shall, w'iihoiit 
any danger of communicating intelligence 
to the enemy, be able, mo^t likely, to 
come at the reasons, which induced Lord 
Talaveia to lie quiet while the .siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo was going on, and, as 
soon as it was over, to begin to retreat; 
which induced him to put a garrison of 
some thousands of men, w'ith an abund- 
ance of ammunition ami provisions, into 
Almeida, a»d, when he saw it besieged, 
not to march to its relief; which induced 
him to wait till Massena had taken Al- 
meida, and then to begin his retreat ; and 
finally, which induced him to withdraw 
from the Sierra de Busaco, after having 
beaten the enemy upon that spot. To us, 
who are here in Lngland, all tMs and 
nujch more, in the campaign, seems very 
strange ; but, it would be the height of 
presumpUoia in os> to attempt to become 
opon subjecia of such magnitode. 


Let us, thercfoi'c, postpone, as much aa 
possible, the communication of our 
thoughts upon these miliiary operations, 
until the victory shall Jnive been won 
which is destined to put an end to the 
campaign. 

W**. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

OctoUr 10, 1810, 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Portugal, Battleof Busaco^-^Account 

published by the English (jrovemment, on 

the \Mh Oct, 1810. 

A dispatch, of which the following is a 
copy, was received this day at the Earl of 
Liverpool’s Ofiice, addressed to his Lord- 
ship, from Lieut. General Lord Viscount 
Wellingsnn, K. B, dated Coimbra, Sep- 
tember 30, 1810. 

AJy Loid;— -While the enemy was ad- 
vancing from Celerii'o and Fraricoso ppori 
Vizeu, the diHereiit divisions of M litia 
and Ordenaiizi were employed upun their 
flanks and rear.; and Colom 1 T»ai(‘, wuh 
his division, attacked the escor of .ne uii- 
litary che»t and reserve artillcrv, lu-ar T* - 
jal, on the 20th iiist.— He took Wv* ofiiv ' <'8 
and J 00 prisoners ; but the eneuiv • t i- 
lected a foice frinh the front an*! r, 
which obliged him to retire again v 
the Douro. — 1 understand that the eii . ’s 
coiiimunicatton with Almeida is coiUf . te- 
ly Fut otV; and he posses.ses only ‘^e 
ground on which his army stands.— !M y 
dispatches of the 2iHh instuni will ha>q 
inlormed you ot the measures wim h I 
had adopted, and which weie in piogress 
to colietl ihe army in this neighbourhood, 
and if po.ssible lo prevent the enemy from 
obtain. ng po'^se^sionof this town. — On the 
2lst tiie enemy's advanced guard pushed 
on to St. Cambadao, at ihe juncM'>n <;f the 
rivers Criz and Dan ; and Bngailier Gene- 
ral Pack retired acro>$ the f»n*n>cr, and 
joined Brigadier G*mer.Tl Crawford at 
Mortaijoa, having destroved the bridges 
over those two rivers. The enemy's ad- 
vanced guaid crossed the Criz having re- 
paired the bridge on the 23>), ind the 
.whole of the 6th corps was collected on 
the other side of the rivyr ; and 1 ilicre- 
fore withdrew the cavalry through, the 
Sierra.de Busaco, with the cxcepiion of 
three squadrons, as the ground was unfa- 
vourable for the operations of that arm.— 
Oq the 25th the whole of the 6th ai^ ct 
the Sod corps crossed the Cria, ii| the 
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neighbourhood of St. Cambadao ; and 
Brigadier General Crawfurd’s division and 
Brigadier .General Pack's brigade retired 
to the position \Wiich I had fixed upon for 
the army on' the top of Siena de Busaco. 
These troops were followed in this move- 
ment by tlic wlirdc of the corps of Key 
and Regnier, (the (ith and 'Jnd), but it was 
conducted l\v Brigadier General Crawfurd 
with gre it regularity^ and the Uoops took 
iheir position without sustaiiiiiig any loss 
of iin|»ortanoe. — The dth Portuguese Ca- 
^adores which had rtlired on the right of 
the other troops, and the piquets of the 3d 
division of infantry^ which were posted at 
Sr. Antonio de Cantaro, under Major Smith 
of the 45 ih, were engaged w'ith the ad- 
vance of Regnier*a corps in the afternoon, 
and the former shewed that steadiness and 
gallantry, which others of the Portuguese, 
troops Ivtwe since manifested. — Tlie Sierra 
dc Busaco is a high ridge which extend.s 
from the Moiuiego in a northerly direc- 
tion about eight miles.— At the highest 
point of the ridg-e, about two miles from 
its tenniiiaiion. is the Convent and (harden 
of B usju'o. The .Sierra of Busaco is roii- 
neclt’d by a nioiint.nnous tract of country 
with the bierra de Caramula, which ex- 
tends in north-easUiiv direction be- 
yond Vi/.ou, and sojiaraits the vaPoy of 
the Mondciio irom the valley of theDouro, 
on tlie left id’ the iSlonJego. Neatly in a 
line with rhe Sierra de Busaco, is another 
ridge of tlie same description, which is 
called tiie bierra de Murcella, covered by 
the River Aiva, and connected hy other 
mountainmis tracts with the Sierra* d'Ls- 
trella. — All the roads to Coimbra from 
the eastward, lead over one or the other 
of these Sierras. They are very diHicult 
for the passage of an army, tin? approach 
to the top of the ridge on both sides being 
mountainous. As the enctny’s whole army 
was on the ridge of the Mondego, and as 
it was evident that he intended to force 
our position, lacutenant General Hill 
ciossed the river, by a short movement to 
his left, on the morning of the ^?6fch, leav- 
ing Colonel le Cor svith his Brigade on 
the Sierra de Marcella, to cover the right 
of the army ; and Major General Fane 
with his division of Portuguese cavalry, 
and the 13th Light Dragoons in front of 
the Alva, to observe and check the move- 
ments of the enemy's cavalry on the 
Mondego. With this exception, the whole 
army was collected upon the Sierra de 
Busaco, with the British cavalry observing 
the plain ia the rear of its leftiand the road 


leading from Mortagoa to Oporto, through 
the mountainous tract which connects the 
Sierra de Busaco with the Sierra de Cara- 
mula. — The 8th corps joined the enemy in 
our front on the 26th, but he did not make 
any serious attack on that day. The 
light troops on both sides were engaged 
throughout the line. — At six in the morn- 
ing of the 27th, the enemy made two de.s- 
perate attacks upon our position, the one 
oil the right, the other on the Jett of the 
highest point of the Sierra. The attack 
upon the right, was made by two divi- 
sions of the 2d corps, on that part of the 
Sierra occupied by the .‘id division of in- 
fantry. One division of French infantry 
arrived at the top of the ridge, when it 
was attacked in the most gallant manner 
by the 8Sth regiment, under the command 
of the Hon. Lieut.-Colonel Wallace: and 
the 4jth regiment, under the command of 
the Hon. Lieut.-Coloncl Meade, and by 
the 8th Portuguese regiment, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, 
directed by Major-General Picton. — ^These 
three corps advanced with the bayonet, 
and drove the enemy's division from the 
advantageous ground w'hich they had ob- 
tained. Tlie other division of the 2d 
corps attacked further on the right, by the 
road leading by St. Antonio de Cantaro, 
also in front of Major-General Picton's 
division. This division was repulsed be- 
r<#re It could readi the top of the ridge, 
by thf 7 itli regiment, under the com- 
mand of I fie lion. Lieut.-Colonel French, 
and the brigvule of Portuguese infantry, 
uiitlcr the command of Colonel Champei- 
nmnd, directed by Colonel Mackinnon ; 
Major-General Leith also moved to his 
left, to the support of Major-General Pic- 
ton, and aided in the defeat of the enemy 
on this post, by the 3d battalion Royals, 
the 1st battalion, and the 2d battalion 
.3StIi regiment. — In these attacks Major- 
Generals Leith and Picton, Colonels Mac- 
kinnon and Champelmond, of the Portu- 
guese service, who was wounded, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wallace, the Honourable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sutton, of the 9th Portuguese re- 
giment, Major Smith, of the 45th regi- 
ment, who was unfortunately killed, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Douglas, and Major Bir- 
mingham, of the 8th Portuguese regiment, 
distinguished themselves. Major-Gene- 
ral Picton reports of the 9th and 21st Por- 
tuguese regiments, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Sutton, and by Lieutenant 
Colonel de Aronje Bacellar, and of the 
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Portuguese artillery# commartded by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Arentchild. I have also to 
mention in a particular manner the con- 
duct of Capt. Dansey of the 88th regiment. 

Major General Leith reports the good 
conduct of the Royals, 1st battalion 0th, 
and 2d battalion 5Rth regiment; and I 
beg to assure your Lordship, that I never 
witnessed a more gallant attack than that 
made by the 3Sth, 45th, and 8lh Portu- 
guese regiment, on the enemy’s division 
which had reached the ridge of the Sierra. 
— On the left, the enemy attacked with 
three divisions of infantry’ of the blh corps, 
that part of the Sierra occupied by the 
left division^ commanded by Brigadier 
General Craufurd, and by the brigade of 
Portuguese infantry, commanded by Bri- 
gadier General Pack.— One division of in- 
fantry only made any progress towards the 
top of the hill, and they were immediately 
charged with the bayonet by Brig.-L!en. 
Crawfurd w'iththe 48tb,*32d, and 93th re- 
giments, and the 3d Portuguese Ca^adores, 
and driven down w’ith immense loss.— 
Brig.-Gen. Cleman’s brigade of Portu- 
guese infantry, which was in reserve, was 
moved up to support the right of Brig/- 
<ren. Craufurd^s division, and a battalion 
of the 1 9th Portuguese regiment, under 
the command of Lieut .-Col, Macbean, 
made a gallant and successful chirgcupon 
a body of another division of the enemy, 
which was endeavouring to penetrate in 
that quarter. — In this attack Brig.-Gen. 
('raufurd, Licut.-Oolonels Beckwiih of the 
93th and Barclay of the 32d, and the com- 
manding oBicers of the regiments engaged, 
distinguished themselves. — Besides these 
attaclcs, the light troops of the two armies 
were engaged throughout the *7th, and 
the 4th Portuguese Ca^adorcs, and the 1st 
and IGth regiments, directed by Brig.- 
Gen, Pack, and commanded by Lieut.- 
Col. de Kego Bonito, Licut.-Col. lliii, and 
Major Armstrong, shewed great steadi- 
ness and gallantry.— The loss sustained by 
the enemy in his alta^'k of the 27th has 
been enormous. 

I understand that the General of Divi- 
sion Merle and Gen. Maucun are wounded, 
and Gen. Simon was taken prisoner by the 
52d regiment, and 3 Colonels, 33 ofiicers, 
and 250 men. — ^The enemy left 2,000 
killed upon the field of battle, and I un- 
derstand from the prisoners and deserters 
that the loss in wounded is immense. 

The enemy did not renew his attack ex- 
cepting by tbe fire of his light troops on 
W 28th, but he moved a large body of 


infantry and cavalry from the left of hi* 
centic to the rear, from .whence *I saw his 
cavalry in march o.n the road which leads 
from Mortagoa over the n^ountains towards 
Oporto. — Having thought it probable that 
he would endeavour to turn our left hy 
that road, I had directed Col. Trant with 
his division of Militia, to march to Sardao, 
with 'the intention that he should occupy 
those mountains, but unfortunately he was 
sent round b}' Oporto by the General 
Officer commanding in the North, in con- 
sequence of a small detachment of the 
enemy being in pos.session of St. Pedro de 
Sul; and, notwithstanding the efforts 
which he made to arrive in time, he did 
not reach Sardao till the 28th at night, 
after the enemy was in possession of the 
ground. — As it was probable that in th8 
course of the night of the 2Sth the enemy 
would throw his whole army upon that 
road by which he could avoid the Sierra 
dc Busaco, and reach Coimbra by the 
high road to Oporto, and thus the army 
would have been exposed to be cut olf 
from that town, or to a general action on 
less favourable ground; and as 1 had re- 
inforcements in my rear, I was induced to 
withdraw^ from the Sierra de Busaco. The 
enemy did break up in the mountains at 
cloven at night of the 28th, and he made 
the march expected'. His advanced guard, 
was at Avclans, in tbe road from Oporto 
to Coimbra, yesterday, and the whole 
army was seen in march through tiie 
momitains. That under my command, 
however, was already in the low country, 
betwe^s'n the Sierra dc Busaco and the 
sea ; and the whole of it, with the ex* 
ception of the advancedL guard, is this 
day on the left of the Mondego. — Al- 
though from the unfortunate circum- 
stance of the delay of Col. Trant's arrival 
at Sardao, 1 am apprehensive that 1 shall 
not succeed in effecting the object which. 
1 had in view in passing the Mondego, and 
in occupying the Sierra de Busaco, I do 
not .regret my having done so. This 
movement has afforded me a favourable 
opportunity of shewing the enemy the 
description of troops of which this army 
is composed ; it has brought the Portu- 
guese levies into action wuth the enemy 
for the first time in an advantageous situa- 
tion ; and they have, proved that the trou- 
ble which has been taken with them has 
not been thrown away; and that they 
are wprthy of contending in the same 
ranks with British troops, in this interest- 
ing cau3e> which they afford the best 
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hopes of saTing.-^Throughout the contest 
upon the Sierra, and in all the prerious 
marches, and in those which we have 
since made, tha whole army has con- 
ducted themselves in the most regular 
manner. Accordingly all the operations 
have been carried with ease, the soldiers 
have suffered no privations, have under- 
gone no unnecessary fatigue, there has 
been no loss of stores, and the army is 
in th*- highest spirits.— I have received 
llnou,^*-'>ut the service the greatest as- 
sistance f-'orn the General and Staff Offi- 
cers — Liemenant General Sir Brent Spen- 
cer, has given tne the assistance which his 
experience enables«him to afford me, and 
I arn particularly indebted to the Adjutant 
and the Quarter- Master-General, and the 
Officers of iheir departments, and,to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bathurst, and the Officers 
of my personal Staff, to Brigadlei^ General 
Howarih, and the Artillery, and parti- 
cularly to Lieutenant-Cohmel Fletcher, 
Captain Chapman, and the Offi ers of the 
Royal Engineers — I must likewise men- 
tion Mr. Kennedy, and the Officers of 
the Coinniissariat, which department has 
been carried on most successfully.— 1 
should not do justice to the service, or to 
my own feelings, if 1 did not take this 
opportunity of drawing your lordship^s at- 
tention to the merits of Marshal Beres- 
ford. To him exclusively, under the 
Portuguese Government, is due the merit 
of having raised, formed, disciplined,^ and 
equipped the Portuguese army, which has 
now shown itself capable of engaging and 
defeating the enemy. — I have besides re- 
ceived from him, upon all occasions, all 
the assistance which his experience and 
abilities, and knowledge of this country, 
have qualified him .to afford me.— The 
Onemy has made no movement in Estra- 
madura, or in the Northern Provinces, 
vnee I addressed your Lordship last. — 
My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 
9th inst. — 1 inclose a return of the killed 
ind wounded of the allied armies in the 
course of ihe $5tb, 26th, 27ih, and 2Sth 
inst. I send this dispatch by my Aid-de- 
Camp, Captain Burgh, to whom 1 beg to 
i^fer your Lordship for any further de- 
tails, ahd to recommend him to your Lord- 
ship's notice.— 1 have the honour to be, 
Jcc. Wellington. 

Itetnrn Number qf Killed^ Wounded, nnd 
itimng cf the Army under the command qf 
LieutenQnhGentrul Lord Viftcount Welling!- 
ton, K^B. in the advance qf the French Army 
towdrdt the Position of Busneo, on the 23tfi 
and UQth qf September, 1610. 


fiSGS 

General Staff, 1 captain, wnuiided.-^14tb 
Light Dragoons ; 1 horse, killed ; 1 serjeant, 3 
rank and file, 4 horses, wounded ; S rank and 
file, T horses, missing.— 16lh Light Dragoons; 

2 horses, killed ; 1 cornet, 4 horses, wounded ; 

4 rank and file, 3 horses missing.— Isi Hussars 
King’s German Leo ion ; 2 horses, killed ; 1 
serieniit, 3 rank and file, 4 horses, wounded.— 
Total — 5 horses, killed ; 1 captain, 1 cornet, 
2 Serjeants, 5 rank and file, 12 horses, wounded ; 
7 rank and file, 10 horses missing. 

Na?7ie» of Officers Wounded, 

99th Foot, Captain Hoey, Deputy Assiitant- 
Adjutant-Generul, severely. — 16th Light Dra- 
goons, Cfirnet Keating, slightly. 

C. STEWART, MaJ.-Gen. and Adjt.-Gen. 

Return qf the Number of K died. Wounded, and 
Missing qf the Army under the command qf 
LieutenanUGenerul Lard Viscount Welling^ 
ton, K. B. in ihe Action mth the French 
Army, commanded by Marshal Massena 
(Prince qf Esliugen) in the position qf 
Busaco, ok the 9,7th Sept, 1810. 

Head-quarters, Coimbra, Sept. 30, 1810. 
General Staff, 2 lieut.-colonels, 3 captains, 
wounded. — British Horse Artillery, 2 rank and 
file wounded.— British Foot Artillery, 1 rank 
and file, killed ; 1 serj. 4 rank and file, wounded. 
-^German Foot Artillery, 3 rank and file, 
wounded. — 3d Bait. 1st Foot, 2 rank and file, 
wounded. — 2d Batt. 5th Foot, 1 rank and file, 
killed; 1 serj. 6 rank and file, wounded. — 1st 
Batt. 7th Foot, 1 rank and file, killed ; 1 lieut. 
22 rank and file wounded. — 1st Batt. 9th Foot. 

5 rank and file killed ; 1 lieur., 1 serj., 17 rank 
and file wounded. — 3d Batt 34? h Foot, 1 cap- 

! tain wounded. — 2d Batt 38th Foot, 1 serj., 4 
i rank and file killed ; *1 lieut and 17 rank and 
file wounded. — 2d Batt. 43d Foot, 2 serj , 1 
drummer, 3 rank and file wounded. — Ist Batt. 
43d Foot, 1 serj., 7 rank and file, wounded.— 
1st Batt. 45tli Foot, 1 major, 1 captain, 1 lieut., 
1 serj., 34 rank and file, killed; 1 major, 3 
lieuts. 3 serjs., 106 rank and file wounded ; 12 
rank and file, missing. — 1st Batt. 50th Foot, 1 
major wounded. — 1st Batt. 53d Foot. 5 rank 
and file killed ; 1 captain, 1 Jiem., 10 rank and 
file wounded. — 5ih Batt. 60th Foot, 3 rank and 
file killed ; 1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 capfain, S 
lieutenants. 10 rank and file wounded ; 5 rank 
and file missing. — 74th Poor, 1 eii&igii, 6 rank 
and file killed ; 1 lieut. t serj. 20 rank and file 
wounded; 2 rank and file, missing. — 1st Batt. 
79th Foot, 7 i^ank and file, killed; 1 captain, 
41 rank and file, wounded ; 1 captain, 6 rank 
and file, missing. — 2d Batt. 8dd Foot, 1 lieut., 
1 drummer, 3 rarik and file, wounded. — 1st 
Batt. 88tli Foot, 1 lieut., 1 stij.. 29 rank and 
file, killed ; 2 rn'ijors,S captains, 2 lieuts., 1 en** 
sign, 1^, serjs, 92 rank and file wlutided; 1 
rank and file missing. — 1st Batt. 05th Foot, 9 
rank and file, killed; 4 serjs., 1 drummer, 27 
rank and file, wounded. — 1st Batt. of the Line 
King's German Legion, 3 rank and file, killed ; 
1 lieut., 1 serj., 4 rank and file, wounded.— De* 
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lachment Ist Light Do. 1 «rj. killed ; 1 * 0 * 3 . 
to rank and file, wounded; 1 aeij. 9 rank and 
file, missing.— Ditto fid ditto, 1 rank and file, 
killed ; 1 lieut., 1 ser^j-.S rankand file, wounded, 
-—fid Batt. of the line Do. 1 serj., fi rank and 
file, killed ; 1 major, 6 rank and file wounded ; 
1 rank and file missing. — fith Do. Do., 1 rank 
and file, killed ; 1 serj. 8 rank and file, wounded. 
— 7ih Do. Do., 1 serj. 8 rank and file, wounded. 
Total — 1 major, 1 captain, 2 licuts. 1 ensign, 
5 seijs. 97 rank and ^le, killed; 3 lieut.- 
colonels, 5 majors, 10 captains, 16 lieuts., 1 
ensign, 21 serjs., 3 drummers, 434 rank and 
file, wounded ; 1 captain, 1 serj., 29 tank and 
file, missing. 

C. STEWART, Maj.-Gen. and Adj. Gen. 

N. B. The ofiicer and men returned missing 
are supposed to he prisoners of war. 

Total. — 3 lieutenant'Colonels, 6 majors, 12 
captains, 13 lieutenants, fi ensigns, 27 ser* 
jeants, 3 drummers, 560 rank and file. 

Names of Officers killed^ wounded, 4'c* 

Killed.— 45th Foot, 1st batt. major Smith, 
capt. Urquhart, lieut. Ouseley. — 74lh Ditto, 
ensign Williams.— 88th Ditto, 1st batt. lieut. 
H. .Tohnson. 

Wounded. — 5fid Foot, lieiit.-col. Barclay, 
slightly. — 70th Ditto, lieut.~coi. C. Cnmpbeil, 
ditto.— ’43d Ditto, capt. lord Fit/.roy Somerset, 
ditto.— 1st Foot Guards, capt. iniirqiiis of 
Tweedale, ditto. — 1st Butt. capt. G. Preston, 
ditto.— 7th Foot. 1st batt. lieut. Marr, ditto. — 
9ch Ditto, lieut. Lindsay, severely. — 24th Dit- 
to, fid batt. capt. Mcacham, slightly.— 38lli 
Ditto, fid batt. lient. Miller, ditto. — 45th Ditto, 
fid batt. major Gwynn, severely ; lieut. Harris, 
ditto, lieut. Tyler, ditto; lieut. Anderson, 
slightly. — 50th Ditto, 1st batt. major Napier, 
severely. — 52d Ditto, ISt batt. capt. Napier, 
slightly ; lieut. Wood, ditto.— 60th Ditto, 5th 
batt. lieut.-col. Williams, slightly; capt. An- 
drews, ditto; lieut. Jorie, severely; lieut. 
Eberstein, ditto; lieut. Frniikeine, slightly. — 
74th Ditto, lieut. Cargill, severely. — 79th 
Ditto, 1st hate. capt. Douglas, ditto. — 83d 
Ditto, fid bntt. lieut. Coltliiirst, slightly. — 88ih 
Ditto, 1st bate, major Silver, severely (since 
dead): major McGregor, severely; capt. 
M'Dermott, ditto; capt. Daisey, slightly; 
capt. Bury, [ditto ; lieut. Fitzpatrick, severely ; 
lieut. Nickle, ditto ; ensign Leonard, ditto. — 
Ibt batt.. King's German Legion, lieut. During, 
slightly.— -fid Ditto, major Wurmb, ditto. — fid 
Light Ditto, lieut. Stolte, severely. 

Missing.— 1st Batt. 79th Foot, capt. A. 
Cameron. 

PORTUGUESE. 

Killed.— 4 captains, fi lieutenants, 1 ser- | 
jeanc, 1 drummer, 82 rank and file. . . 

Wounded. — 1 colonel, 1 major, 5 captains, 
S lieutenants, 13 ensigns, 9 serjeants, 478 rauk 
and file. * 

Missing. — 2 aeijennts, 18 rank and file. 

^ Total.— 1 colonel, 1 major, 5 captains, 5 | 
lieutenants, 15 ensigns, Ifi serjeants, 1 drum- 
uier, 578 rank and file. 


Names of Officers killed, wounded, 4’C. 

Killed.— 1st Regiment, capt. Macintosh.-— 
8th Ditto, capt. De Sousa. — iGih Ditto, capt. 
Charles Fox, 66th Regiment.— a ist Ditto* 
capt. Salisbury, 5fid ditto ? ensign Castro.— ^ 
4ih Cassadors, cupt. Des Novas Francr. 

Wounded. — 7tli Foot, major Prior, 39th 
Foot. — 1st Ditto, ensigns Paulo and Souza. — 
8th Ditto, capt. Auzabio,. lieut. Mattias, and 
ensign Rodriger. — 8tli Ditto, ensigns Pedro and 
Manuel. — 9tli Ditto, ensign Antonie. — 16ih 
Ditto, captain Joze and ensign Maria.— IQch 
Ditto, lieut. Goldero — filst Ditto, col. Cham- 
pliman, capt. Burges, lieut. Macliel, ensigns 
Montero, Alberti, and Botello.— 3d Cassa- 
dores, ensigns Sedjurada and Chrizostimo.— - 
4th Ditto, capt. Bernando ; lieutenants Qurroz 
and Vasconcellos ; ensign Faliziano. — 6th Dit- 
to, capt. Hoinm. 

Portugal.— Proc/a»*ftlib» qf Lord Tala* 
vera, relative to communications tiith the 
enemy * — Aug, 1 , 1810. 

It having come to my knowledge that 
certain persons have been sent by the 
enemy into the interior of the kingdom, 
with ietleri and inessagos for diflennit in- 
dividuals, cities and towns, all such per- 
sons shall be arrested as criminals, and 
sent, with the letters with which they may 
be charged, to my head-quarters. Thoso 
who shall receive letters from the enemy’s 
army and not apprehend the bearers of 
them, shall be considered as accomplices, 
and subjected to tHe most rigorous punish-^ 

ment. 

• 

Frankfort. — Decree of the Grand Duke^ 
relating to French Emigrants. — June 1 7> 
1810. 

• 

The French Government having made 
reiterated representations, that in the 
country of the Confederation bordering 
upon France, desiring all necessary tnea* 
snre.s should be taken to prevent the 
emigration oP French subjects, who set 
out with their families,' and that particu- 
larly no emigrants niay be suffered to pass 
in and through the territories of this town, 
notwithstanding any folreign passport^ they 
may have, unless they can prove their 
emigiation is expressly authorised by the 
Minister of Police at Paris; his Serene 
Highness has just approved of the Under- 
mentioned measures. The police have 
just received general instructions to atten- 
tively watch (for the neglect of whitk 
they will be personally rc.spaiisible) that 
the passage be absolutely shut to all French 
subjects, as well as to their wiveM aiid 
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children, ^ho may present themselves 
there, without being furnished with the 
authority already stated ; that on the con- 
trary, without Playing attention to any fo- 
reign passports whatever which they may 
be able to produce, they may be immedi- 
ately arrested and sent to the Superior 
Commandant ofnliis place, who will give 
the necessary orders for their being con- 
veyed • back to the place to which they 
belong. Count de Buest. 


France. — Orders to the Directors of French 
Customs»--'2nd July, 1810. 

Sir ; — In my circular of the 20th of 
October last, 1 apprised you that accord- 
ing to a regulation of the Minister of the 
Interior, dated the 18th, vinegar being 
a description of wine, might ufider that 
denomination, be comprised among the 
productions of the soil permitted to be ex- 
ported under the licences. — ^The propor- 
tional quantity of wine and brandy, that 
may be put on board the licensed vessels, 
having been since determined by the de- 
cree of the 14tli February, his Excellency 
decided, on the 3()th of June, that the in- 
tent of the said decree would not be ful- 
filled, if the vinegars were merely ad- 
mitted in the room of wines, and that they 
can only form part of the surplus of the 
cargoes, as productions of ihe soil.— You 
w'ill consequently, be pleased to give 
orders that one half at least of the cargoes 
of vessels provided with Iicen.«es, shall be 
composed of real wines and brandies, with 
out tolerating any substitution of* liquors 
of the samespecics, hut differing in quality. 
— I beg you w.ill enforce this regulation, 
and a.s8ure me of your attention in this re- 
aped, by acknowledging the receipt of 
the present circular^ 


France.— D ecree about American Ships. ^^bth 
July, 1810. 

Thirty American vessels may import 
into France cottons, oils, fish, dying wood, 
salted fish, leather and furs. The same 
vessels may export wines, brandies, silks, 
linens, jewellery, furnitures, and other 
manufactured goods. — These vessels shall 
be obliged to sail from Charleston and 
New York>and must be furnished with an 
American newspaper of the day of their 
departure, as also a Certificate d*origin of 
the Colonial produce, signed by the French 


Consul, accompanied by a passage or sen- 
tence in cyphers.— The Merchants w*ho 
give ordersl for these Americans to come, 
must prove that they are in partnership 
with manufacturers of Paris, Rouen, or 
other cities,'^ &c. 


^Rvssi \.~-~‘Notice respecting CA}mmercial Con- 
fiscations. — \2th July, 1810. 

The public are hereby informed, that 
the process of coiifi.scHtion on all vessels 
seized in this department, is now in full 
execution on the roads of Svvincr, and will 
be concluded in a few days, after which 
all goods and merchandizes condemned 
will be put up to sale to the best bidder. 


France.— C o7«»ierc<«^ Decree. — Dated Ant- 
werp, 7 th July, 1810. 

Napoleon, &c. We have decreed, and 
do decree as follows, by the advice of our 
Minister of State :—l. All Colonial pro- 
duce and other goods, which by our de- 
cree of the 30th June last, were ordered 
to be confiscated, shall be subjected to a 
•duty of .50 per cent, on their value. This 
value is to be settled according to the 
average price at Paris for fourteen days, 
as it appears in the price currents. The 
duty on Indigo and Campeche wood shall 
be estimated according to its present value. 
— 2. The above and other articles shall 
be calculated upon the following basis 
Then follows a long list of articles of trade, 
to which the prices are affixed, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the duties, and of 
other articles make various exceptions. 
It is signed by Napolecn, and counter- 
signed by the Duke of Ba.ssano. 


Sicily.— /V oc/cwifl^ibw. — Ferdinand IV. by 
ihe Grace qf God, AVnif qf the two Sici- 
lies, Jerusalem, ffc. Infant qf Spain, Duke 
of Farma, Piacenza, Castis, ^'c. Grand 
Hereditary Prince of Tuscany, to our he^ 
loved and faitliful people qf Sicily.^lOth 
July, IH 10. 

The ferocious enemy who threatens to 
invade this happy kingdom, and to bring 
amongst us desolation, shame, and death, 
is carrying on his preparations. Ills pride 
supports him, notwithstandiiig the want of 
confidence of the unfortunate victims of 
his despotism, whom he intends to employ 
on his rash expedition. (To be continued.) 
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“ Every victim of ii^ustice and cruelty” (speaking of the Frtnch government) “ bequeaths his revense 
** to his connections^ to his friends, and to his relations: or (if all t^jese should be involved in the same 
** common fate with himself) every such execution raises dentation and abhorrence, even in the breast 
*■ of ordinary spectators, and unites the public opinion againsl a Government, which exists only by the 
daily practice of robbery and murder. From this disgusting scene, let us turn our eyes to our own 
situation. THERE the contrast is striking in all its parts. HERE we see nothing of ^ the character 
'* and genius of arbitrary finance ; none of the bold frauds of bankrupt power ; none of the wild struggles 
** and plunges of despotism in distress; no lopping off from the capital of debt ; no suspension of interest; 
** no robbery under the name of loan ; no raising the value ; no debasing Ike substance of the coin, 
“ HERE we behold jmblic credit of every description rising under all the disadvantages of a general war; 
'* an ample revenue, flowing freely and copiously from the opulence of a contented -LORD 

MORNINGTON (now Marquis Wellesley). Speech in the House of Commons, 21st .January, 1794. 

** The interest of the national funded debt is paid at the Bank in the same kind of paper in which the 
** taxes are collecleil. When people And, as they will find, a reservedness among each other in giving 
gold and silver for bank notes, or the least preference for the former over the latter, they will go for 
** payment to the Bank, where they have a right to go. They will do this as a measure of prudence, 
“ each one for himself, and the truths or delusion^ of the funding system will he then pToreef.”-— PAINE. 
Decline and Fall of the English System of Finance. Publish^ in 179G. 


“ The great object, however, is to open the Bank of England and to enable it to carry on its pecu- 
** niary transactions to the extent which its resources will admit of, on the solid principle of giving either 
cash or paper at the option of the applicant. Until that is done ^ neither public or private credit, nor 
agriculture, nor commerce, nor manufactories, nor the income of the nation, can go on prosperously ■ 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR. Letter, published in 1797. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN ‘AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter XIL 

Tfie impression made upon the country by the 
Stoppage of Gold and Silver payments at the 
Bank — Ridiculous situation of the ministers 
in complaining qf False Alarms-^The Jacobms 
now accused of exciting the False AUtrfn — 
Jacobins accused of causing the run tpon the 
Bank — Foolishness of this accusation--^Mr, 
IVilberforce answet'ed by Mr, Fox — Now was 
the time for Mr, adherents to leave him 

•^They had been warned by Mr, Fox and 
othere-^King^s Speech and language of tho 
Minister at the opening of the Session during 
which the Stoppage took place^If the Minis- 
ter's adherents had now quitted him it might 
have prevented the present dangers — Mr. 
Pitt's humiliation in the House of Compums — 
Questions put to him upon the subject of the 
l^gal Tender, Mr, Combe and Mr, Nicholls 
•^His inability to determine on what measwa 
he shauli propose, ! 
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Gentlemen, 

Having, agreeably to the intention ex- 
pressed, traced the increase of the Debt 
and of the bank-notes down to that grand 
and memorable cllect, the stoppage qf Gold 
and Silver payments at the Bank qf England, 
our next object must naturaliy be to know 
what impression that event produced upon 
the nation, and what measures were adopt* 
ed*in consequence of it ; in other wo^ds^ 
to Continue the history of the stoppage' down 
to tbs time, when the evil of paper- money 
produced the forming of the Bullion Com- 
mittee. , 

The impression made upon the nation 
in general was such as might have been 
expected, after all the flattering accounts 
which had been given of the national re- 
sources. The Order of Council does« 
you will perceive, ascribe the. event to 

ill-founded and exaggerated alarms, in di^ 
" ferent parts of the country.'^ But, sup- 
posing this to have been the chief, and 
only cause, with what face could the 
ministers complain of these alarms ; seeing 
that they themselves hud done their ut- 
most to excite them ? They , had not only 
proposed and carried through the Arming 
Bills> but they had been writing to thf 
maf^istrates, in every part of the kingdom^ 
calling upon them for internal prepara- 
tions, " while’* (Morning (Jhronicle, 22nd 
February 1727} ** Contractors had put 
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every t«?wn into cohimbtion by inquiries 
*• as to the number of Ovens, the cjuaniity 
V pf anil the state qf the Provisions.** 
>.ay, the preamble of the Arming Acts 
icciclf procltiiuietl^ that the measures were 
bcoonie necessary, “ in order to prevent, 
ov repel, any attempt, which the enemies 
“ qfthe country ?ni^ht innke toejjtct a descent 
^ upon the kingdom.*' Atlei ail t his it w as. 
that the Privy Council spoke, in a sort of 
rovnplaining' tone, of ** ill-Jouudcd and ta*- 
alarms'^ ! 

When the matter came before pariia- 
hient, the Opposition did. certainly, not 
s(>are the Minister ami his adherents, who ] 
had the confidence to hold the same tone ! 
as to the alarm, and whose opinion of the 
minds of the people was such, that they 
S'Tupled not to repeat the assertions of 
tiic venal prints, and to ascribe the injury 
(for they then acknowledged it to be an in- 
jury) which Public Credit had sustained to 
unftmnded alarms, elicited by the iiiicrnal 
enemies of the cnaiilry, which, in u coii- 
uary sense, some members were malicious 
enough to believe. Genijkal Walpole 
(in the Debate of March) made an ad- 
mirable exposure of them in (his nay, 
to which no answer was given, but that 
they were not tthiays to tVel alarm, be- 
cause they bad once i'elt it ; though the fact 
was, that they vvercprudaiiiiing alarm, w ilb 
all their might, ’till ilie Dank, as it after- 
wards appealed, rtpr^sented to them sicreily, 

* that the alarm, jf coifUimied, would take avMy 
'all their cash, Mr. Shekidax, in adverting 
to the speech of General Walpole who 
had remarked upon Mr. Windham’s not 
having sifted the Order of Council, said, 
“ that he believed it proceeded from the 
“ reflections it contained against the alar- 
mists,” and he added, that '' even amidst 
the wreck of public credit, it was irn- 
possible not to laugh at the juggling 
tricks and miserable shifts to which the 
« ministers had recourse.” 

The vf nal part of the press, new that 
U was impofcsible any longer to disguise 
the stale of iIk credit of the Bank, b^gan 
a regular new attack upon the Juvoims, 
whom it had before reviled for endeavour- 
ing- to check the alarm, and whoni it now 
accused of causing the alarm. I'he noto- 
riously. venal prints be fore- mentioned 
(True Bhiton and Sun), which had, to 
the last moment, abused the Jacobins &r 
(as they said) propagating ihu/iilse; notion 
•f the Bank not fiaving gold to answer 
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their notes. These prints, never equalled 
in venality, I believe, by any prints in 
tho world, the Morning Post only ex- 
cepted, now abused those same unfortunate 
Jacob hs for not acknowledging the necessity 
of the Order in Council. They ( Jrd March, 
\191) again accused the Jacobins of hav- 
ing caused a distrust of ihe Bank,” and 
of having formed a design In min the credit 
of the country, iu v^hich “ tliey had so fir 
succeeded, at least, as to persuade the 
people, in some parts of the country, that 
gold was prtjerabid to Bank notes.” 

Gentlemen, pause here, for a moment, 
and contemiilate the foolishne^ as well as 
the injustice of such observations as these. 
You will bear in mind, that the Jacobins, 
as they were called, were, by these same 
writers, corl^^nnlly represented as men 
without learning, without sense, without 
properly, and, of course, without influence. 
How, th.cn, were they to have the power 
of producing such an effect upon the minds 
of the nation; and, upon the minds of 
those, too, w ho held the omh-notes and who 
owned the Stock? The Jacobins, as these 
vonal prints had the impudence to call 
them, had not been able to persuade the 
people to clicck Mr. Pitt in his ruinous ca- 
reer of w ar anil expenditure ; they had not 
been able to prevent any one of the mea- 
sures of that Minister ; they had not been 
able to pejMKule Ihc people to do 3115^000 
thing that they wished them to do, and, 
at the very time we p.re speaking of, they 
were out-voted in the parliament, fmr to 
one. Yet, to tlicse same Jacobins was now 
asciiued tliat run upon ihc Bank, which 
proilneed the Order in Council ; which 
produced an order, issued by the king’s 
Privy Council, to encourage a Company 
of Merchants to refuse, illegally, to pay 
their promissory notes, w'hen duly pre- 
sented. The Jacobins, as they were still 
called, with a degree of impudence not to 
be adequately described ; the J'acobins, 
who WTre represented as defeated and put 
down, and as being held in abhorrence by 
the people, were, iievenheless, at the 
same moment, represented as having such 
power over the mind of that same people, 
as to cause them to make a run upon the 
bank, wbicii was called “ stabbing the 
country in its vitals.” Mr. Fox, in 
.answer to Ma. Wilberforce, who (March 
L 1V97) attributed much of the public 
calamity to the conduct qf the Opposition, 
" and to the conduct of those who had 
proceeded to- lengths which the Oppo- 
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** Hition would not avow;*^ in answer to 1 
this Mr. Fox said : " this reminds me of | 
•' a scene in Ben Jonson, wliere it appears, 
that an Impostor had played his tricks 
very successfully for a long time upon 
'' his dupes, and, when he was detected, 
" the dupes' became very angry, not at 
** the Impostor, but at those who had de- 
tected him." 

Now was the time for those, who had 
been deluded into a support of Mr. Pitt's 
measures, to make a frank and manly ac- 
knowledgment of their error, and to join 
Mr. Fox in dernanding a change of system. 
They had, when war was first contemplated, 
■received the most solemn assurances, that 
the resources for v^oroiis preparation (at first 
preparation only was talked of) wire am- 
ple, oven from the excess of the revenue*; 
they had been, when, after the war had be- 
gun and had brought, at oncc,very disastrous 
edects as to pecuniary matters, told that 
those edects were comfdetely removed, and 
that the revenue was in ^favourable state ; f 
they had been told, that the war could not 
be of long duration ; they had been told, 
that the situation of France, in every re- 
spect, and especially in respect to her 
finance.s, was desperate beyond descrip- 
tion; the FVench system had been re- 
peatedly described to them as one that 
oo^id not last above a few months, having 
in itself the seeds of inevitable destruc- 
tion ; they had been assured, that all the 
powers of Europe awould join us against 
France ; they had been told, that, if there 
were no other cause of ruin to our enemy, 
that enemy must be ruined by the loss of 
all his colonies (which wo had taken), and 


* fi^entlemen of the House of Com- 
mons. It is a great omsolation to me to 
reflect, that you vsUl fend ample resources 

** for effectually defraying the expence of 
vi^OTOtts preparations, from the excess of 
the actual revenue beyond the ordinary ex- 

pendkure,** King's Speech, 13th 

Dec. 1792. 

‘ f « I feel too sensibly the repeated 
pr6ofs which 1 have received of the af- 
fectioH of nay subjects not to lament the 
** necessity of any additional bur diens. ft 
is, however, a great consoltAwn to me, to 
observe the favourable sta?te of the Re- 
venue, and the complete success off he mea- 
** sure which was last year adopted for rt- 
moving tlie embarrassments affecting cowt- 
wercial credit I^bech, lOth 

January 1794. 
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I by the annihilation of hig -naval force, 

I which secinpt) to have iiejrly com- 
pleted by the fourth yoar of' the war; 
they had had;year after year, exhibited to 
them such pictures oT the finamis of 
France compared with those of England, 
as to make them believe that Franco mubt 
speedily become bankrupt, while England 
was (and partly in consequence of the 
war) becoming, every day, . more and 
more rich, that her commerce was daily 
increasing, and that her credit, which Wiu 
always firmly established, was now built 
upon a rock; they hail, even in the King's 
Speech, made at the beginning of the ^cs- 
sion of which we arc now speaking, and 
during which the stoppage took place, at 
the beginning of that very session they had 
been told, in the King's Speech, of the SO- 
LIDI1«Y of the pecuniary resources of the 
country*^, while the Minister and his ad- 
herents echoed back the assertion. Upon 
this last occasion, which, .Gentlemen, is 
worthy of particular attention, the time 
being only four months before the Bank 
stoppage actually took place; upon this 
occasion. Sir William Lowtrlr, who se- 
conded the address, and who is now aT^ird, 
I believe, said : if we regarded our 

fenances, they were ABUNDANT in the 
ti extreme, and such as were adequate 
^ to any emergency of the cotuitry." 
Lord Morpeth, son of the earl of Uar- 
lisle, who moved the address to the king 
in answer to his speech, said : “ As to our 
iniemal situation, we have witnessed it, 
for some time past, withyoy and exulta- 
tkgt, and have reason to congratulate 
" his Majesty and the people at large, 
upon our auspicious prospects in that re- 
spect." And Mr. PiTt himself said, *« As 
« to our resources, they furnish, indeed, in 
a moment like the present, a subject of 
^ pecidiar congratulation and weU grounded 

confidence Our 

resources remain as yet, untoucM, and 
" we shall be able to bring them into ac- 
** tion with a degree of concert and effect, 
** worthy of the character of the British 

* It is a great satisfaction to me to ob- 
serve, that, notwithstanding the tem- 
** porary embarrassments, which have been 
** experienced, th6 state of the commerce, 
manufactures, and revenue of 
proves the real extent and SOLIDrFY 
<f our resources, and furnish you such 
means as must be equal to any exertions 
** which the present crisis may require." 

^Kino's Spbeci^, O'th October, 1796. 

Y2 
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" natiola, and of the cause in which tiiey 
''will be employed. These resources 
" have in them, NOTHING HOLLOW 
" OR OELUSIVE. They are the result 
" of an accumulated capital, of gradually 
" increasing commerce, of HIGH AND 
‘'ESTABLISHED CREDIT; and they 
** have been produced while we have been 
" contending against a country, which 
" exhibits, in every respect, reverse qf 
** this picture 

Such, Gentlemen, was the language of 
the Minister and his adherents at the be- 
ginning of that session, during which took 
place the memorable event, recorded in 
the foregoing Letter ; and before you 
proceed any further, 1 beg you to look 
well at it. I beseech you to consider it well. 
If you do so, you never will be deluded 
again by any high-sounding assertions, let 
them come from what quarter tHey will. 
These, which I have just quoted, are 
memorable words. They are precious 
matter for history. They go a great way 
in enablingaiiy one to judge of the charac- 
tcrof Mr. Pi ft, 2^f{2LStatestnan, and especially 
as a political (economist. Gentlemen, there 
is no such thing as answering me here. 
No one can contradict me. What I have 
laid before you is indubitably true ; and, as 
iucb, 1 am sure, it will have weight upon 
your minds, whatever your prejudices 
heretofore may have been. 

The adherents of Mr. Pitt had been told 
all that we have now taken a hasty review 
of; and, though they ought never to have 
believed it, having constantly been warned 
against the delusion by Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Nicholl.s, Mr. Hobhouse, 
Mr. Grey, Mr. Tierney, and others, but 
especially by the thr^e former; though 
they ought not to have believed, and 
would not, had it not been for the blinding 
influence of the fears excited in their 
minds, have believed in those delusive as- 
sertions and predictions ; still, if they did 
believe in them, they were not (if they look- 
ed upon the principle of the war as being 
just and wise) to be blamed for supporting 
the minister ; but, when experience had 
undeceived them ; when they saw the 
proof of their error; when clearly esta- 
blished facts told them that they were in 
the wrong course ; when they had before 
their eyes, that which could not possibly 


* See Parliamentary Debates, 6th Oct 
1796. 


leave a doubt in any man’s mind, that the 
system which thej' had so long supported 
was ruinous to their country ; when they 
saw the Bank of England stop payment 
of its notes, and take shelter under an 
Order of the Privy Council, immedi- 
ately followed by an Act qf Indemnifica^ 
turn, that is to say, an act to shelter the 
parties concerned from the penalties of the 
law ; when the adherents of Mr. Pitt saw 
this ; when they beheld these effects, this 
mighty ruin, which that adherence had 
brought upon their country ; when they 
beheld this, they ought to liave withdrawn 
their support ; and, if they had done this, 
though I am very far from saying, that they 
could have restored Gold and Silver pay- 
ments at the Bank, and am still less in- 
clined' to say, that they would have put a 
stop to the workings of the French revo- 
lution, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
there was yet time to give such a turn to 
that revolution as to render it less violent 
in itself, less severe towards Europe in 
general, and infinitely less dangerous to 
this country, as we, in all likelihood, never 
should have seen an Emperor in France, 
and, of course, should not have had to 
dread, and to guard against, the effects of 
his ambition and his power. It must, 1 
think, be now clear to all the world, that 
to Mr. PiTT, supported by the great mer- 
cantile and monied bodies, Buonapartl' 
owes his rise and his greatness; and, that, 
instead of being, as Mr. Pitt once called 
him, " the child and the champion of Jacobin- 
ism/* he may be truly called the child of Mr. 
Pitt and the paper-system, that system, the 
effects of which we shall, every day, feel 
more and more; that system, of the evils 
of which almost every man seems now to 
be thoroughly convinced ; that system, of 
which to prevent, or, at least, retard, the 
still greater evils, the Bullion Committee 
have proposed' that remedy, into which we 
shall, by-^nd-by, have to examine. 

Mr. Pitt, who was, in the House of Com- 
mons, boldness personified ; who never 
seemed to feel as men in general do upon 
being defeated in argument, or at being 
detected and exposed as to points of fact-; 
who always appeared to increase in bold- 
ness ill proportion as he was worsted in the 
contest, does, however, seem to have, for a 
while, at least, felt himself humbled upon 
this occasion, ^ and to have been, as the 
vulgar saying is, completely chap fallen; 
and, after what we have seen him (in the 
above-quoted passages) assert, only Jtmr^ 
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months before, well might he feel hum- 
bled ; well might he leel afraid to open 
his mouth in the presence of those, who 
had so often told him that such would be 
the result of his system, and whom he had, 
as often, reproached with the want qf love 
for their country, and even at whose opi- 
nions not only himself but his underlings 
had been accustomed to laugh. To come 
to the House of Commons, that scene of 
his long>enjoyed triumph ; to come to that 
bench, whence he had so long been in the 
habit of dictating to all around him, and 
of dealing out his sarcasms upon all who 
dared question his infallibility ; to come 
to the same bench, and thence to deliver 
a message from the king, (C£7th February, 
17Q7) announcing the Stoppage of Gold and 
Silver payments at the Bank of England ; to 
do this, and to look Mr. Fox in the face, 
seemed to be too much even for Mr. Pitt ; 
to come down to the House, and say, that 
necessity had compelled him to issue an 
order of the King’s Council to forbid, or to 
protect, the Bank of England from paying 
the just demands of its creditors, was more 
than he was able to do without faultering, 
and it is, perhaps, more than any other 
man upon earth, under 'similar circum- 
stances, would have been able to do at all. 

His confidence seems, for once, to have 
failed him ; and, what is upon record 
as to the debate, clearly proves, that 
he did not know what to do ; that he 
literally was at his wit's end. Having de- 
livered the Message, and laid a copy of 
the Order of Council upon the table, he 
moved for the Message to be taken into 
consideration the next day, and, at the 
same time, gave notice of a motion for ap- 
pointing a committee to' inquire into the 
concerns of the Bank, an inquiry, he said, 
which " would greatly tend to confirm the 
•* solidity of the Bank capital.” He also 
said, that he meant to declare by law, that 
notes instead of cash would be taken by 
the public in payment of the sums due to 
<< them by the Bank*' Mr. Alderman 
Combe asked him, whether he meant 
that bank notes were to be taken only 
by the receivers qf the revenue, or, that 
" they were to become a legal tender in all 
money transactions.” He answered, 
that, in the first instance, he meant only 
to propose, that they should be taken on 
" the part the public/* leaving future 
measures to be decided upon, after the 
committee should have made their report. 
Mr. CoMBX asked him whether it was 


** his opinion, that this measure would be 
« resorted to in the end/* He answered, 
that he had no o/n'»zo^ upoa the subject.” 
Mr. Fox asked him, if he disclaimed the 
" opinion.” He replied, that he said 
nothing about it at all/* 

Look at him. Gentlemen ! See there the 
man, who had the management of the af- 
fairs of this country for twenty years, and 
during whose administration more per- 
sons were, I believe, promoted to the 
peerage, than during any century before. 
Look at him. See him, who, qnly four 
months before, had boasted that our ** re- 
“ sources were untouched/* and that them 
was “ nothing hollow or delusive in our 
finances.” Look at him now, not able 
to say » nay, not able to give an opinion, 
whethgr he shall propose Bank notes to be 
made a legal tender, or not ! Mr. Nicholls 
(of wliose great understanding upon this 
subject we shall see many proofs by-and- 
bye) ** pressed him for an answer to the 
** question which had been put to him, 
** whether it was his intention that the 
** notes of the Bank of England should be 
" declared a legal tender from the Bank to 
** the public creditor f If so, he was about 
to proclaim an act of insolvency. And, 
** considering it in this light, he repro- 
bated his silenqe, as an instance of most 
atrocious arrogance. After animadvert- 
ing, in the severest terms, on the con- 
*' fiding majorities in that House, who 
supported the Minister in every mea- 
sur«v however wild, and sanctioned every 
part of his conduct, however insolent, 
** he concluded with repeating the ques- 
tion, whether or not bank notes were to be 
declared a legal tender to the public credit 
'' tor.** After the treatment, which this 
gentleman had frequently received at the 
hands of Mr. Pitt and his adherents, it 
could surprize nobody tqsee him give way, 
upon this occasion, to a degree of aspe- 
rity, which, without taking these circum- 
stances into' view, might not have been 
fully justified by the conduct of Mr. Pitt 
upon this particular occasion, who, in an- 
swer to Mr. Nicholls, said, that he was 
" perplexed by the observations and ques- 
** tions of the learned gentleman, who to 
** an intricacy W'hich it was impossible to 
unravel, added an exertion of voice 
" much beyond what he was accustomed 
" to, and an asperity of language which 
" even exceeded that of the oihcr honour<A 
" able gentleman (Mr. Sheridan). He 
hoped that be would not persist in think- 
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'' ing it atrocious arrogaiu;c in him, if he 
" ilid not attempt to answer what ho con- 
** ccived it would be unpardonable arro- 
'' gauce in Kim fo attempt to widcnlatiiL 
When a man obtruded his opinion, 
with too much rasJiiicss or too much 
** positiveness, then he might be accused 
of arrogance ; but he did not perceive 
that the in ui who aho^rciher declined gz»- 
** ini' Ml opinion, could incur the imputa- 
'' tioii. Ihit the learned gentleman .seem- 
** ed to be as ignorant of the forms of the 
** Ilouae as of the common mode of busi- 
nesri. He might hvwe known that 
though it would be sometimes conve- 
nlent to ask and to communicate in- 
formation by question and answer, that 
no discussion can regularly take place, 
except when a wlion was before the 

( 

Tins was a very poor evasion ; but, in 
fact, he could give no answer to ilie ques- 
tion, unless he had been ready to make a 
full nii J lair acknowledgment of his not 
known'' what to do, Nothiiig could be 
plainer than the question ; nothing more 
distinct ; nothing more intelligible to any 
man, who understood the common mean- 
ing of the fnglufal words, LKGAL 
’rKM'>Kb\ Cut, lu.w was an answer to 
be fiwn? Ih’L i tf the minister had made | 
his mind up f»» go that length. Vlvcn if 
ho had scr. cd bis com age up to the con- 
templatii i of .Mich a measure, how was 
lie to find i.xe to propose it ail at once ? 
'fo propose ^ut h a measure required time, 
e\cn wiili s’.’ch a man as Mr. Pitt. It, 
at any lalr, require vl time for him to look 
round Idin in -the Hou.se, It required 
lime for hi.n to d.^cover how lji.s adherents 
fell, ai’d ULifc'di-::* were siill to be de- 
pended upon, h ai.so required time to 
brea!: the luattcr lo the public, and to af- 
ford on oppcrluuity for the press, and for 
the minister’s monied fr.ends out of doiirs 
to exert their inuuence. It not only re- 
q-.ii vl time to see what could be done, but 
what dared to be attempted. 

Tq obtain this time the scheme of a 
CommilU'e of Inquiry w'as resorted to, the 
result of which inquiry and an account of 
the measures adopted wc shall see in the 
I^etter. In the meanwhile^ 1 am. 
Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, ■ 

Wm. COBBETT. 
fiate Prison, Newqaie, Thursday ^ 

October 18, 18 la 


** A few days ago, fve itifin bulonginy to the 
“KING’S GERMAN LEGION, stationed at 
“ Bfcxhil), took a boat from the beach, in which 
“ they proceeded to sea, and have? not since, 

« been heard of: it is supposed thrir intention 
** was to gain the enemy's coast.”— T ime* news- 
paper, 16 Oct. 1810. 

King’s German Legion. Look at the 

motto. English reader ! Look at the mot- 
to ! And, when you have looked well at 
it, recollect, that 'the.se men are stationed 
upon the coast of Kent, just opposite the 
enemy’s coast.-— Tliese^uc men, if this ac- 
count be true, have had better luck than 
the two gentlemen of the same Legion, 
who, the other day, were, a.s it was stated, 
going oil over to the enemy, and who were 
caught, and brought back by a single boat* 
man of Dover. Those two heroes had bad 
lock ; but the Jive now before us, seem to 

have managed their aflTaii's better. Ihe 

venal prints should, 1 think, be a little 
cautious how'they drawconclusioii.s against 
the French service from the circumstance 
ofthcGcmflii soldiers desen iag from it j 
for, this is a mode of arguing that may 
prove very injurious to the reputation ot 
our service , — -—The desertions of the Ger- 
mans from MaSfjcna’s army, under circum- 
stances, where to desert must have been 
little more than taking a long walk, has 
been held lorth as a proof ol the iJisalFec- 
tion of the enemy’s ajiny, and, atone time, 
nothing short of the total ruin of it was an- 
ticipated from that cause. What, then, 
must wc naturally expect, that the iTench 
wiil say, w'hen they hear of the Germans 
deserting from our army, with the despe- 
rate risk of being drowmed in the under- 
taking ? — —It must, I should suppose, be 
about twenty to one, lliat a bout, taken off 
in the manner described in the motto, 
w’ould never reach the coast of France. 
This the Royal German Legion men must 
I know ; and, I leave the reader to guess, 
then, at their eagerness to get off. That ear 
I gerncss must be almost incredible, which 1 
suspected, indeed, when 1 mentioned the 
attempt of the two men, I sai<L if 
two men of a corps had made so skspertoe 
an attempt to get away, it was reasonable 
to suppose, that there must be a very strong 
desire indeed to go over to the enemy, in 
those- men, at least; and that it was very 
surprizing if that desire should confine 
itself to their breasts. — -^1 have ^ welt 
enough upon the subject before, perhaps^ 
bub as oftan as facts of this sort reach mti^ 
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I cannot forbear reminding my rca<K^i\S 
that we never till now heard of rfolduTt de- 
serting in this Island, witli a view of^oinj' 
-over to the enemy. These men, as ^vel^ &s 
our own native soldiers, have taken ihe 
oath of allegiance and fidelity, and, whal- 
tver may be ihe question of real allegiance, 
they are, towards this country, Jiuilty ol 
treason in attenijiling to go o\cr to the 
enemy ; or, if their crime be not t: c.'ison ; 
if they cannot he pinmhcd us truitors tor 
this crime, it would he curious to asceiiain 
what footing they arc upon with us. in what 
suit of reldlionsh*.)! they sluiui towanls us ? 

At the same time that the^e things 

arc going on, w-e are informed, by the 
Morning, J*ost of Wednesday last, that “ a 
number of deserters fmm the French urmv 
"are going /ojoi/i the Uerman Lc'^ion 

** Bexuill.^’ This is very good ir.derd.. 

Gone to the very spot, whence the Gr r- 
nian Legion soldiers (or seven of them, ui 
least) have deserted, or u‘ tempted to,''e‘ v.t, 
and to go f/ver to the enemy at the n,iuJiV:‘.( 

risk of their lives ! There will li«, <•}>- 

purtunitics enough for iny resuming th>s 
subject; 1 shall, therefore, only add, at 
present, that tite MonNiNC J'osi and Coli- 
RiER have not taken tlie smallest notice* of 
the desertion of the fi^ e King's (German 
Legion men; and yet, as the reader nny 
have seen, the writers of these pu|.‘er< hwc 
the face, to boast of enjoying THE Li dEU- 
*1T OF THE PRESS, and that tins liberty 
is a great blessing to the pe ople of England. 
Indeed, this is one* of the ilnngs, for the 
preservation of which they are continually' 
calling upen ns to spend our ia^it shilling 
and 10 shed the la?t drop of our blood. 
This is on^i of the things, fur the preservu- 
tion of which they tell ns, that we ought 
to think nothing of any s^acrifite that may 
be demanded of us. Tins i', one of the 
things, for the possession of w hich they 
tell us we ought to keep a Jubilee, and 
** to return humble and hearty thanks to 
the Almighty giver of good” This is 
one of the things, for the enjoyment of 
which these pious, hiuccrc and free gentle- 
men would have us prostrate ourselves in the 
dirl; and adore the system of sway, under 
which we liv,e.— — All this is, however, on 
the part of these writers, quite natural. It 
belongs to the state of thi'igs in which we 
now are. It is not to be put a stop to by 
any eflbrt that can be made by anv man 
or body of men. It will last, probably, for 
Mme few years, ^till events put an end to 
it; and, in tlie mean while, men of sense, 
•arhi^e they ae.e it going op, aoif) wJiile they 
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rjiiiark upon it, will rather smile, thaft be 
angry, at it, being ^uite sure to what 
the final consequencu will be, and that 
tlut consequence will oome as soon as any 
reasonable man can desire it to come, 

Jeffery. The Times news-paper of 

this day', contains ilie following letter. It 
is signed John Evans, and dated at Isling- 
ton, 17 til Oct. If' JO. As every' 

" humane individual must be interested in 
tlie fate or poor Jellery, the Seainan, I 
'' transmit yon an extract from a letter 
siiewn me by a friend this morning, 
wlneli is <luled Maiblelirad, United 
“ SLucs, rd.irch 8, r'. ''S. It was wriUrn 
by a Air. Strawbrid^^e. who had enii- 
graced ibiiher, and is a person of the 
"strictest veiacity: it i* ivldresscd to a 
" relaiive lu'rt* in England ; and speaking 
" of the. great kindness of the Amerioan's 
" to si rangers, he .spc cifvs the fullowing 
" instance, which musl rdatc to defli rv, 
" the Se.nn ’U, thoiigli no n 'me be mcn- 
" iionei! — A boy about en was pi(;ked 
'• o(i‘ yii uninhabited isU’.Hl by a ^^arhle• 
hc.wl ves'^el the w'oek iu T ic; la^t — had 
" b.ecn put on shove tiicr'* by a Captain 
'‘*of a man of w ar fiom C!yr.io?;<h, for 
" lapping a cask of liquor — Ivul been nme 
" (b.yswithoui food, nearly dead, rmd 
"no clothes I Jbe Tviui bleh- ‘ad p'j'.'pli:* 
" collected mom y fm* a new s.»it »d 
" clotlies. lie is now quite well— has got 
work at nine shillings sterling a \re.ek.. 
^joard, washing, lodging, and mending, 
" In ''hort, I never thought there were such 
** kiRd hearted peojde m th^ vvorld. — J'his 
" J^xiract, though . may be detmed 
" iat«.slVctci y as Uu :t goes, though 
til* re U’ probably a m’w ake respect, og 
" liis age. The aliida>U stated to be ihat 
" of JelTery, whudi lately appeared- i » 
" your valuable paper, iieemed to havo 
" set the public mind at rest; but » -ub- 
"sequent letter, said to be his nuj- 
" has thrown it back again into a siL 'e dl 
" doubt. Your insertion, therefore, of 
" this present communication, will no 
'• doubt be gratifying to every humane 

" mind.'' Yes, it would be very grati- 

fyijig to every one, if the thing were true; 
but, the whole of this account cannot be tnte. 
The letter of Mr. STRAWBRitttE was, it is 
said, dated on the Slh of March, 1 80S, and 
it says, that the boy was “ pickl’d off an 
" uninhabited island, by a Marblehead 
" vessel, the week before last” which musts, 
have been in the last week of Eebrjuary,^ 
in that year; whereas* Jelftryi aaovill 
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see/n from the evidence upon the trial (Re- 
gister, Vol. XVn, page 401), was landed 
and left on Sombrero, on the 13/A 
December, 1807. Consequently, as ho is 
said, by the declaration (see page ,561) to 
have been 9 days upon the island, he must 
hare been picked ofF” on the 22nd of 
December, and not at the end qf the month 
of Februaiy, This account, therefore, can- 
not he true in all its parts. Besides, 

if Mr. Lvi\Ns^s friend possessed this letter 
upwards nf two years ago, and had it 
in bis possession ever since, how comes he 
to have kept it to himself all this while ? 
There has been talk enough about the 
matter to hen^e induced a humane** man 
to make this letter public before now, or, 
at least, to have communicated its contents 
to the mother of Jetl’ery. The matter was 
first brought before parliament in February 
last ; the Address to the King was moved 
and carried in April ; and, when Mr. 
Evans's friend saw, that the House of Com- 
mons had moved the king to send out in 
search of the unfortunate man, how comes 
it that this friend of Mr. Evans did not 
come forth with his letter ? These cir- 

cumstances, besides the certainty of one 
untruth, make against the credibility of this 
new account, which, indeed, will weigh 
nothing at all ; because, if it be true, there 
is ill exis'ence. indubitable evidence of that 
tru»h, and, why not, then, brim* ws that evi- 

dmce. In short, nothi:»g but Ji.ffery 

himself, coming in person to England, and 
the identity •}j that person certified upon 
the o.whs oi ?he mother and the ^ most 
respectable if her neighbours. Nothing 
short of iho ivfl now do, in my opi- 
■* nion ; aiul, I believe, the same opinion 
is entertained 1)\ almost every man, who 
has an opinion ’u[)on the subject. To- 

day has aUo brought forth a letter upon 
the subject, in the Morning Chronicle, 
lAhich is curious, in many respects. It is 
as folic ws:-* — Look. October 12, 1810. 
« Having ieon the Star of Monday last, 
in whic: ivas a letter of the mother of 
" Jeftery, the seaman, to be sure of the 
« fact, I yesterday went to her (she lives 
about two miles from iny farm;) she 
told me ihit tlie letter was from her, 
and she shewed me several letters to 

her, one from Sir J S— , a cu- 

rious one, two from Mr. W. and one 
from Mr. J— \V — - C— , but the 
" woman will not believe he is alive. 
The trick of personating her son is 
proved by his being able to write, and 
to keep on a slate a daily account of 


jobs done in the smithes shop: I also 
called on the Schoolmaster, Edward Run- 
** die, of Polperro, and he will, he said, make 
'' oath any time of Jeffery being able to write 
** a good hand. He was always a dutiful 
** lad, and when the boat put oft at the 
" fatal spot (Sombrero) he begged the 
" men, who belonged to Polperro, ** not 
to tell his mother what had happened to 
"him, and she reasons justly, by saying, 
" if he was alive he would have written to 

" her." Now, I have seen a copy of 

this same letter ; but my copy fils up the 
blanks of the names, and does not stop quite 
so soon as that of the Morning Chronicle. 
Mine goes on to say : " I hope Sir Frax- 
" CIS Buudett will sift the matter yet 
" more, and 1 shall be glad that Mr. Cob- 
" BETT should know, that what is publish- 
" ed from the Star is truly from Jef- 
" fery's mother. How much I wish these 
" advocates of truth to prevail against the 
" ruinous system, which threatens the 

" destruction of the country.” The 

Morning Chronicle thought, I suppose, 
that this latter part of the letter did not 

belong to the subject. The letter is, 

however, authentic ; that the reader may 
rely on ; and, what is said of the School- 
master's evidence tends most strongly to 
confirm Mrs. Coade's conjectures as to 

the trick of personating her son. 

Against testimony like this, what is the 
weight of a letter, seen in the possession 
of a Mr. John Evans's, friend, which letter 
bears a date of tw^o years and a half ago, 
has not been made public till now, and 

contains one known untruth. Again, I 

say, that nothing can now satisfy any 
man of sense, that Jeffery is alive, unless 
he be produced at Polperro, and the iden- 
tity of his person certified by his mother 

ami her neighbours. If I am asked, 

whether, if the authenticity of Mr. Evans's 
friend’s letter be proved ; whether, if it 
be proved, that Mr. Strawbridge did 
write such a letter ; if 1 am asked, whe- 
ther, in this case, 1 shall believe, that Jef- 
fery was landed at Marblehead, I answer, 
certainly not the sooner for such proof; for, 
why should not such a story, though false, 
be propagated at Marblehead, and in the 
neighbourhood ? Nay, why should not afeU 
low he got t 9 personate Jeffery then — 
The reader will bear in mind, that after 
JefferiT (See account of the trial of Lake, 
Vol. XVII, page 396 and onwards) was 
put upon the Island, Lake sailed for Baiw 
badoes, whence, upon hearing the story. 
Sir Alexander Cochrane sent him back 
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in search of the man. It appears, from 
the evidence, that he got back to the 
Island on the IMhof February, 180«, and 
found no traces of the man. Now, mark, 
it was after they returned to Barbadoes this 
second time, that Siii Alexander Coch- 
rane says (Vol. XVII. page 46J) he 
heard of the circumstance being reported in 
an American news-paper, and of the 
man^s arrival there, which assured him of 
the man's safety, and induced him to let 
the business rest, leaving, of course. Lake 

in the command of his ship and men. 

Where, then, is the difficulty of supposing, 
that a fellow really did personate Jeffery 
at Marblehead ; that, as such he was 
presented to the people ; that, as such, 
money and clothes were collected for him ; 
and that, as such, Mr. Strawbridge 
heard of him, and gave an account of 
him to his friend, agreeably to Mr. 

Evans's letter. 1 have had files of 

American news-papers, for many years 
back; and I have never seen in them an 
account of Jeffery's deliverance. 1 have 
correspondents in America, who tell me, 
that they have never seen any such thing. 
If such a publication had been made, 
why has it not, long ago, been produced ? 
Will any man believe, that, if it was to be 
found in any news- paper in America, 
Lake would not have had it before now? 
An Advertisement, olftTiiig a dollar reward, 
would have got him fifty copies of the 
paper by this time. But, why need he 
go to America for this news-paper ? There 
are files of the American news-papers 
kept at the New-England Coffee-House, 
or some other of the places, in London, 
where the Americans resort. Marble- 
head is near Boston. The paragraph 
would naturally appear in the Boston 
news-papers. Why not go and search a 
file of them ? Why not go and get us this 

long-talked-of paragraph ? 1 must, 

however, confess, that the producing of 
an American paper, with the paragraph 
in it, would' not {to far towards making 
me believe Jefferv to be alive. When I 
published a daily paper at Philadelphia, I 
was acquainted with a worthy old Quaker, 
nsrmed Robert Varee, whose only fail- 
ing was that of an insatiable curiosity, 
which led him to be eternally asking for 
iwiw and especially news from England. 
It was my custom to pass every Saturday 
night and Sunday at another Quaker's 
at^ut 12 miles from the city, and about a 
mtie from Robert's house; and, upon a 
€«rtain occasion, not having any English 
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news for him, a neighbour of mine, \#ho 
was going out with me one Saturday 
evening, and who was aUo a friend of 
Robert, suggested the Mea of making some 
for tiim. This he did in a paragraph, 
stating that the Princess of Wales had 
been brought to bed of three sons; that the 
assistants, iii their hurry and anxiety, had 
so handed them about from one to the 
other, that, at last, neither of them could 
tell which was horn first, and, of course, 
there might arise, a disputed title to the 
Crown, whence might come strife and 
fightings and bloodshed without end.— — 
The paragraph was printed in one copy of 
the news-paper, and then it was taken 
out, and the rest of the edition printed ofl* 
with something else in the place of that 
paragraph. When Robert had read the 
paper, and was gone home, we put it in 
the fire, and left him to propagate its 
contents for miles and miles round the 
country, with an effect that will, I dare 
say, be, for years, remembered amongst 
the hospitable and good-humoured people 
of that part of Pensylvania.- What dif- 

ficulty would there be, then, in getting 
into an American news-paper a paragraph 
about Jeffery ? Nay, go ask the Editor of 
V Eclair what difficulty there wiiuld be, 
if the temptation were sufficiently great, 
to have a whole ntws^paper printed for the 
purpose, and dated at whatever time the 
person who paid for it might wish for. 
- - In short, it is clear, that nothing of 
this sort can be called proof; and, that a 
mill^n of such loose circumstances are not 
worth the .single fact of Jeffery's being 
able to write and keep accounts , — When the 
story wastold to iJlRALErfANDERCoCHRANE, 
it must have been evident enough, that 
something would, first or last, be wanted 
to confirm the truth of it. Measures, sup- 
posing the story to be invented, would, 
of com se, be taken to secure that confir- 
mation, if possible ; and, how easily that 
might be done we have now seen, as far 
as concerns the paragraph. With regard 
to the personification, that would be easy 
enough too, through the means of any per- 
.son having the neety'td, at any of the West 
India ports, where American ships were 

to be met with. But, it was not easy 

to fiiid any body to write in Jeffery's 
hand to his mother. It was quire easy to 
take Him, or ** pick** him, oft the rock ; 
eaually easy to carry him to Marblehead ; 
still easier to land him ; ca’^y enough to 
pass^im off upon the people as an object 
of compassion ; very easy to get a col- 



ml] POLITICAL REGlb'im Jcff'ay. [COe 


Jcction of clothes and money foi him, ami, 
if amongst the Uuakevs of Lower f>ublin 
mid Bucks counties in rensy'v.«nia, as 
easy lo place hig[i at free quarter all the 
year round for the rv.'St of his liie, w*ilh 
only the trouble of moving* iK^.v-aud-then 
iVoui one house to another. It was easy 
to get a s: ivad abroad about the 

‘havin'^ r ckli/* biUi rfradesf n Island ; 
it was e::\v to j;ci this report moulded 
into a paiMj^ra; h ai d published in a news- 
paper ; it was easy enough to lind liiin 
out at Marbleh: ad, w ueii a noise- Ijegan to 
be made abr ui liim in England ; it was 
easy to prevail upon Lsin not only to foi' 
get all re-C). ment L*\”n, but to 

come forward ao;l nit Lj a dcela: aticii,that 
he was the man whi* ’»ias ijui ied ac Som- 
brero ; it was easy to ;'et Lihi to go to 
Weniiam from ^iarbleliLud, to yjm/ce llii/» 
Deduratinn, then to go to Bot>io«4, back 
through ]Mai blchead, to to the truth 

•of it, helbrc Mr, STr.i'iiCNsCN, v^ilO is a 
Notaiy Tublir, and w ho, perhaps, knew 
not the contents of tlie paper sv%orn 
to. A!J this was easy, all tlii> it w^as easy 
to do w'ith money. But it wavS not easy 
to makt him write to his mother : money 
would not purchase his haud-wriling,^— 
The fact of his being able to write vrell, 
for a young man inhi> rank of life, is now, 
lo my mind, eslablished beyond a doubt. 
The letter, of \.ii‘uh 1 have inserted a 
copy from the iVIorning Chroniele, and 
from the manuscript in my own possession, 
is of undoubted authenticity. Ilwasshdwn 
to me by a gcrUiemaii, who knows the 
writer w ell, and wliona 1 know well. ' The 
writer attests the aulhenticit}'' of Ains. 
CoAor/s letter, and he himself states the 
declaiation of the school-master.— — How, 
then, arc we lo believe, that this young 
man would have remained nearly three 
years at Marblehead, without writing to j 
his mother ? From Marblehead, or ! 
close liy it, vessels are continually sailing | 
for Englajid. Mot less than one or two 
mry voteki perhaps, all the year round* 
Jeffeuy, who had been a seaman, would 
not be ignoi^aht of sucji matters. And, yet, 
he remains at that place nearly three 
years, and never writes a word to his 

mother.' Nothing but the identity 

of the man proved, and then the man’s 
oath to the fact, would make me believe 
this. — —Observe, it was early in February 
IBOStliat Lake went back to Sombrero 
to look for Jeffery, and it was in about 
three weeks time lasJVlR.EvAKs's 

ft iend*s friend*^ letter 3 ayf} that a boy. 


picictn" off a des^^it Island, was lapdedat 
Marblehead., Thi^ w'jis just about the 
interval required fora vessel's sailing from 
the West Indies to New-En^land. Yicw'ed 
in this way, there is consistency enough in 
all the parts ; hut, viewed in the other 
way; that is to say, piocceding upon 
f the supposition, tliar jErx^ERV is alive, M 
is inconsistent, improbable, unnatural, and 

rejected by reason. 1 cannot dismiss 

this subject, even for the present, without 
repeating my earnest hope^ that the go- 
veinuient will not fail to avail themsiilves, 
to its full extent, of this oppertuniiy, 
afforded them by Sru Francis Bcrdltt, 
of convincing the whole nation, and the 
.\came:i qf our ships kJ' war in pariicutar, 
tlaat such an act as that of Lake has their 
decided reprobation. An Address has 
been presemod to the king. The king 
hj.s i.ssLU'd Ills orders to make search fur 
the uiifurtunaie niuii, who was the subject 
of that address. And, there can be no 
doubt, that the snatlcr will never be suf- 
feied to rest, till the fate of J ErFEiiY be 

proied beyond dispute. 1 know of no 

act of cruelty equal to this, committed 
upon Jeffery; I have never read and 
never heard of any act to equal this act 
committed upon an English sailor for 
taking two quarts qf spruce beer (which did 
not belong cxclusivdy to him) at a time 
when there was a scarcity of water in the 
ship ; and, I do hope, and trust, and, in- 
deed, 1 have no doubt, that the govern- 
ment will leave nothing undone, upon the 
subject, ih:it justice de7?mnds,;xm] that it is in 

their power to do, The character of the 

nation is at stake, in this case. When 
we read, in the Morning Post and the 
Courier, the attacks upon Napoleon and 
the French Generals for their cruelties, 
can w^e suppose, tliat the French news- 
papers will pass in silence over this act of 
Lake, this treatment of an English sailor? 
And, what reason should we have for sur- 
prize, if the play-makers in France and 
Holland and Denmark and Sweden werjc 
to make this act a subject amongst their 
exhibitions. It is due, therefore, to our 
national character, that nothing, as touch- 
ing this matter, be left undone, in order 
to prove to the world, that no part of the 
act attaches itself to either the nation or 
the government. — —Let me, in conclu- 
sion, observe, that this act was not com- 
mitted by any of those, who are repre^ 
sented as Jacobins. I do not wish, by any 
means to insinuate, that the dispositiQU, 
by which the act was dictated, is an 
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pendage of nohiUty ; but, as often as the 
act is mentioned by me, so often will I 
repeat, that it was not committed by 
Jacobin. 

Portugal.— — ^The Victory of Busa^o 
has rendered what we shall have to say 
under this head of remark an object of 
much less interest than it used to be, when 
we could not help entertaining some latent 
fears as to the re?.ult of the cam))aign in 
Portugal. This victory, of which a toll 
account was given in my last, appears t(» 
have removed every particle of apprehen- 
sion, upon this score, from the minds of 
my diurnal contemporaries, upon whose 
sleeve, as to every thing relating to Por- 
tuga\ 1 pin niy faith, and on whom, if I 
should be in error, 1 have, 1 presume, a 
right to throw the whole of the responsi- 
bility.— — The Timls nev\'s-])aj)er, of t'm. 
18th instant, contains some admirable re- 
marks upon the consequences, which must 
inevitably result from the Victory of Bu- 
saco, part of wdiicli remarks I cannot re- 
frain from inserting here — But now ob- 
serve what towering hopes open to us, 
which the country may indulge, we 
may say, with the most perfect confi- 
deuce : Masse na is on a remote frontier, 
and with an inferior army, and that 
army with nothing hut the ground it 
covers, as Lord Wellington stated in his 
dispatches; while his l,ordship had an 
open and friendly country to re tire 
'' through. The original seventy thou- 
s\NU French, exclusive of all other de« 
“ ductions, sunk by the single battle of 
“ Busaco to SIXTY thousand; and sup- 
posing any fresh supplies to have ar- 
" rived from France, yet these, and more, 

“ must be expended upon the garrisons of 
tile captured towns, and in supplying the 
places of those who fell in the capture of 
** them. Against these sixty thousand^ if 
" there are in truth so many* the British 
General is able to bring inle the field 
" thirty-six thousemd English, and forty five 
thousand Portuguese troops of the line, 
** the latter tried and /oimd worthy of con- 
•* tending in the ranks with the former ; in all, 
** e^hty-one thousand men — There are 
** sides these, the Portuguese militia fifty- 
**four thousand in number, and the orde- 
naiiza; whom Lord Wellington describes 
'' as having harassed the flanks and rear of 
** Massena*s army, (even) in his advance 
from Celerico to Viseu : how will they 
irifest him in his retreat f His commu- 
'*nicaiioa with Almeida^ too, (as his 
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« Lordship’s dispatches likewise inform 
‘‘ us) is completely cut off. To all these cir- 
cumstances must be added the natural 
" despondency created ih4he minds of his nun 
" by the signal overthrow at Eusaco 
'' W'hereiu they lost more than a seventh 
part, tnore than half a quarter, of iheir 
whole body. Lord Wellington retreated 
before an army that had not debuted 
" him, and that could lu.'t defeat him ; 
Massena will have to escape from one by 
wdiicli he has been already beutai”-^.. —. 
This picliire is very abJyd. avvii; and, as the 
w riter further obscives, " ir. is not easy to 
sec how it is possible for Massena to es- 
capo ; and that we m'ly io(»k, with con^ 
fidencci and a kind of anticipating ex- 
** ultalion, to the opening of ilie future 
dispatches from Portugal.” li is not 
frequently that 1 agree with the Courilr, 
but to^ts statement of numbers, upon this 
occasion, there is not much to object.-— 
** To those who entertain apprehensions, 
** from a belief that the eneiny\s f< rce Is 
" so superior, it will be gratifying to Inar, 
that with the rciiiforct ments on their 
^'inarch from Lisbon to join our aunv', 
liord Wellington will have betwee^i thriy 
“ and,^r(y thousand British iroops, \vi h a 
** force not much iujenor of lUirtuiv.se. 
** The enemy’s army cniisisn of three rli- 
** visions, Regnier’s, Key’s, and Junot.’*,; 

these diiision? are about 25,000 men 
'' each, or 75,000 men in all ; Irem that 
** amount how^ever must he deducted the 
"*loss sustained I y the enemy in ih;; lute 

battle, about 10,000 men.” Thus, 

tM.s^print, too, gives to VihC(#unr 'raluvera 
the decided superiority in point of iiutnUrs ; 
and, in other respects,. iheic is, we know 
well, no comparison at all. We all know, 
how much superior an English aimy, in- 
cluding olhcers of course,, is to a French 
army of the same numbers. That point 
has long bien settled. And, we are now 
told oihcially, by nnr Commander liim- 
self, that the Portuguese rc^.uiars arcuoi’/Ay 
of cojHending in the same ranks %ith our 
mm; that is to say, tli.U they are as good 

soldiers. Besides! then arc all the 

Portuguese mihtw, amounting to .;bove 60 
thousand ; and, what sort ot troops thci>e 
are, how nearly equal to the regulars, we 
may easily guess from the (jrcuro>'Mncc 
of Lord Trtlaverahs havijig oideieo a body 
of them, under a Colonel, to perform the 
duty of stopping the French ni my in their 
attempt to get r uind into the road be- 
tween Coimbra and Oporto. This clears 
ly shews what a description of iroopa 
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these are ; and, remember, there arc 

sitty thous0id of them. ^The MonsiNc 

Post of these last four days, tells us, that, 
"as to Oporto, if Mlisscna should ati empt to 
ascape by going thither, preparations are 
made in all the northern provinces tor the 
destroying of mills and provisions, ihe in- 
habitants having resolved to withdraw to 
the mountains ; that there are at least 20 
thousand men to the north of the Douro, 
under General Silveira, exclusive of the 
armed peasantry; that there is a large 
Spanish army collecting very rapidly in 
Gallicia ; that the armed peasantry with 
two brigades of Portuguese Troops, under 
Cols. Miller and Trant, are " operating 
upon MassoWiS communications that 
Lord Talavera, w^ith an ina^easing army, is 
in Massena’s front ; that, the country 
does not afford supplies for its own inhabi- 
tants; that Lord Talavera is obligetl to get 
part of his from his ships ; that, of course, 
Massena can get none ; that his men were 
actually starving before he wn*; defeated; 
that, in the dead Frenchmen's haversacks 
a little Indian corn (whether boiled or 
not is not said) was found, but neither 
bread nor biscuit ; that, since his defeat, 
his men have deserted more than ever ; 
and, that, in short, “ his hour is come** 

Ii is an old saying, that what every 

body says must be true; and, every 
count, from all quarters, seems to say, that 
Massena never can get off with whole 
bones. Here we see him fairly caught. 
Twenty thousand men besides numerous 
bodies of irregulars occupy the Nor^h, in 
the rear of him ; he is cut off from Al- 
meida to the East; Lord Talavera, with a 
victorious and increasing army, is in Jiis 
from ; Cols. Miller and Trant are operat- 
i7ig upon his commimic(inons ;** so that, he 
seems to have nothing but the West open 
to him, and there, for his comfort, he has 
tU sea, which seems kindly to tender him 
and his army an elfeclual cure for all their 
diseases, wants, and misfortunes. 

W»». COLBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

October 19, 1810. 

X Post Script. Just as I was sending 

off the above, the following article reached 
me through the Courier news-paper of 

this evening. V We arc enabled ofti- 

" cially to contradict the report of a 
second battle. None had been fought 
down to the fifth. Dispatches of that 
•• date have just been received from Lord 
" Wellington, by a messenger who left 


•• Lisbon on the 7ih. ^Thc Dispatches 

" are dated from Alcohaga, to the S.' W. of 
Leyria, on the road leading by the sea 
coast to Torres Vedras.— Flaving AC- 
COMPLISHED HIS OBJECT of giving 
'' time to the inhabitants of Coimbra to re- 
** move themselves and their effects, his Lord- 
ship retreated from the Banks of the 
Moiulogo on the evening of the first, as 
we understand.— Meanwhile Massena 
continued to advance from Avellans, and 
" crossed the Mondega~There had been 
some sharp skirmishing with his ad- 
'' vanced guard. Our army conducted 
its march gradually and in the greatest 
** order. The fortified position is near 
“ Torres Vedras. — Massetia's Head-quar- 

ters were at Leyria." AtcoBAyA 

is, by the road, about 70 English miles, I 
should think, from Coimbra, which, of 
course, is the distance that our army has 
moved since the 30th of September, on 
which day the Viscount's dispatches were 
dated at Coimbra. Lf.yria is about 15 
English miles from Alcoba 9 a ; so that, it 
appears, that Massena and his scare-crows 
push on, as if resolved to get a belly- full 
of our provisions before they take their 

farewell of this world.-; 1 should have 

been for letting them die empty, and, 
therefore, I would not have slopped to 
bury the 2,000 dead Frenchmen and to 
examine the ears of Indian Corn in their 

haversacks. N. B. We are not told, 

whether Colonels Miller and Trant were 
still '' operating upon Mass€na*s communi- 
cations** 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Sicily. — Proclaniation.-^Fcrdinand IV. by 
the Grace of God, King qf the two Sici- 
lies, Jerusalem, i^c. Infant qf Spain, Duke 
of Parma, Piacenza, Castis, 4rc. Grand 
Hereditary Prince qf Tuscany, to our be- 
loved and faitfiful people qf Sicily.^lOth 
July, 1810. (Concluded from p. 072.J 

In vain does he 

try, wiih unequalled impudeiicies, to per- 
vert and misrepresent facts for ihe pur- 
pose of animating his soldiers and sailors; 
they all know the losses he has sustained ; 
they all know, that to flight alone they 
are indebted for their lives, and they all 
see that the batteries on the Calabrian 
coast ai^ their only asylum and protec- 
tion.— Sicilians ! experience clearly shews 
you what an unlimited confidence you 
should repose on the heroic valour of our 
royal navy, and that of our august ally, tha 
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King of Great Britaiif. To this moment 
they have baffled the eneniy^s attempts, 
and, with unimpaired zeal and courage, 
they will continue to avert from our shores 
the dreadful evils with which you are 
threatened. But what brilliant results 
have you not a right to expect of cherish- 
ing in your own breasts the enthusiastic 
love and loyalty with which you are 
nobly animated, and join your assistance, 
exertions, and means to the forces which 
we and our gallant allies oppose to the 
enemy. Then will victory be certain, 
and your tranquillity insured. The pre- 
servation of our holy religion, and of all 
the objects of your regards, and the senti- 
ments of love and attachment which you 
have always displayed towards our per- 
son, call for all your exertions. — Hold, 
then, yourselves in readiness to join, at the 
voice of your Sovereign and Father, our 
troops and those of our faithful ally, the 
King of Great Britain, for the purpose of 
resisting the threatened invasion, and 
thereby securing his throne and its inde- 
pendence. and let your alacrity in obey- 
ing this call, afford the enemy an addi- 
ditional proof, that, making common cause 
with our allies, the English, you follow 
our example, and comply with our will ; 
and that, therefore, he will find in all the 
inhabitants of this island a general and 
unanimous determination to shed the last 
drop of their blood, and to die with arms 
in their hands, rather than submit to his 
abhorred yoke. Sicilians! remember your 
former glory, and you shall be hi vincible. 

Ferdinand Thomaso di Som^ta. 


Russia. — Note, relating to Cofifiscated Ship^ 
ping. — Petershurgh, 20th July, 1810. 

Having observed, from the Note you 
presented me with, the Representations 
made by the Commissioners (of the Neu- 
tral Navigation Act) who were appointed 
to examine the case of the ships that have, 
during this season, reported their arrival 
from Tenerifte.— 1st, That these cargoes 
from all appearances and confronting cir- 
cumstances, arc evidently doubtful and 
luspicious*— 2d, That the false papers and 
doe«ments of the said vessels, given in for 
examination to the Commissioners, have 
been proved to them, and discovered, 
without the least doubt, to have been 
forged, this act alone admits of sulficient 
reason for confiscating the said cargoes 
without any further proof. I therefore 
agree with your opinion, that examining 


the Masters and Owners of these ships, as 
heretofore has been usual by the Commis* 
sioners, in ordinary cases, vrill occasion a 
detention to them, W'ithout any utilitv aris- 
ing to them from sucR an examination, 
but occasion a prolongation of the busi- 
ness. And as a quick decision will be 
beneficial to the commercial interest, dur- 
ing the present Navigation, and to the ge- 
neral credit, I empower you, through the 
medium of the Commissioners of the Neu- 
tral Navigation Act, immediately to con- 
fiscate the cargoes of said ships.— The 
Captains, Owners, and part Owners of 
said confiscated cargoes, having permis- 
sion, within the usual time, to appeal ac- 
cording to the form of law prescribed, you 
shall receive particular instructions in what 
way the sale of the confiscated cargoes 
are to be made. Ad interim, you arc to 
take pjoper care of the same. And al- 
though from the above-mentioned circum- 
stances of forged documents being dis- 
covered, and false declarations of their 
coming from Teneriffe, the ships ought 
equally to be confiscated^ but finding 
that most of the vessels are the property 
of the subjects of Neutral Powers, the re- 
solution with respect to them shall be shortly 
formed. I order you immediately to take 
off the arrest of such vessels as ane abso- 
lutely Neutrals, permitting them to load 
with" our produce, and sailing, taking the 
usual precaution, that it is agreeable to 
the prescribed rules of permitting the ex- 
post of our produce. Alexander. 


SPAirf . — Order relating to the Caraccas.^ 
SlstJuly, 1810. 

The Council of Regency no sooner re- 
ceived the unexpected and disagreeable 
intelligence of the •events that have oc- 
curred in the Caraccas, the nvitives where- 
of, instigated no doubt by some intriguers 
and factious persons, have committed the 
indignity of declaring themselves inde- 
pendent of the mother country, and cre- 
ated a Junta of government, which exer- 
cises the pretended independent authority, 
than his Majesty determined upon taking 
th(L most active' and efficacious measures 
to attack an evil so scandalous both in its 
origin and progress. But id order to pro- 
ceed with that mature deliberation and cir- 
cumspection, which a matter of such im- 
portance demands, his Majesty thought it 
proper to advise thereon with the Suprema 
Council of Spain and the Indies. This has 
accordingly been done, and such. ii)eat 



GUI)] POLrnCAL REGISTEK. Qgicial Papers. f7(X) 


sures have consequently been adopted as 
hia Majesty entertains no do*ibt will ac- 
complish the object in view ; more parti- 
cularly as, &c<.ording to subsequent ac- 
counts, uoitber the capital and Province 
of Maracaibo, that of Coro, nor even the 
interior ofCaraccas itself, have taken part 
in so criniinaj a proceeding ; but on the 
contrary, lljat they have not only recog- 
nized the f-ouncil of Regency, but also, 
animated with the best spirit in favour of 
tlie people of the mother country, have 
taken tile most efbcacious measuies to op- 
pose the absurd idea of the Caraccas de- 
claring themselves independent, without the 
means of maintaining their independence. 
His Majesty has, nevertheless, deemed it 
induspe usable to declare, as he hereby <Ie- 
dares, the province of the Caraccas to be 
in a stale of rigorous blockaue; ordering 
that no vessels shall enter the ports there- 
of, under pawt of being doiained by the 
cruizersand vessels of his Majesty, and for- 
bidding mJI Connnanilaots and Chiefs, civil 
or military, of any ol the provinces or do- 
minions of his Majesf}'. to authorise vessels 
to proceed to La Guixira, or to grant permits 
or licences to any vessel bound thereto, or 
to any port or < reek of the said province ; 
and further, commanding that all vessels 
sailing* therefrom, w hiihersoeyer bound, 
sliall be seized, detained, and confiscated ; 
and, in order to carry this measure into 
eflecL his Mj'.jevty is forw^arding a s*if- 
iicicrit naval hnce to prevent any vessel 
from eutering, or tlejiartiiig from the ports 
of the said proviiice, — llis Majesty a'so 
directs, that all ihe Conimandanti'., and 
Chiefs of the provinces, contiguous to the 
said province, d^o ob.srruct the introduc- 
tion therein of any description of provi- 
sions, arms, or stores, and likewise the ex- 
portation of the procfuctions of its soil or 
industry ; an\l that thev exert themselves 
to cut oft all coiiiiniiniG3tto(i with the inha- « 
bitants of the said pw-vin: e. — ^This Royal 
resolution does not extend to such pro- 
vinces of that Captain- generalship as, de- 
clining to follow the pernicious example 
of that of the Caraccas, have manifested 
their constant tideli.y, by renouncing the 
project of rebellioi, which has solely 
<Mrigiitaled in the unbounded ambition of 
sotne of the * inhabitants, and the blind 
tTeciulny of the rest, in surtoring 
selves be hurried away by the inflamed 
passions of their fellow ( omitrymen. His 
idiqeety has taken the proper means for 
the completo extirpation of these evils, 
aiid chastising the authors tlieroof vdth all 


the rigour which the rights of sovereignty 
aulhoiise him to exercise, if they do not 
previously make a voluntary submission ; 
in which case bis Majesty grants them a 
general pardon.—llis Majesty orders that 
these dispositions be circulated in his 
dominions for the purpose of being car- 
ried into eRect, and also in foreign pans, 
that they may conform themselves to the 
mcaburcE; adopted for the blockade of the 
above mentioned coasts ; and by order of 
bis Majesty i transmit the same to your 
honour for 3’^our information, &c. 

Fkance. — C(*py of a LctUr from the Mi* 
nister of Foreign Relations to Mr. Arm- 
strong. — Paris, August 5,181 0. 

Sir ; I have laid before his Majesty the 
Emperor and King, the Act of Congress of 
the 1st of May, extraried from the paper 
of the United States, which you had trans- 
mitted to me. His Majesty could have 
wished that this Act, and all otlier Acts of 
the United States that may concern France, 
hud been always oHlcially notified to him. 
—The Emperor applauded the general 
embargo laid by the United States on all 
their vessels, becau.se that measure, if it 
has been prejudicial to France, contained 
at least, nothing olfensirc to her (lonour. 
It has caused her to lose her colonies of 
Guadaloupe, Martinique and Cayenne, 
The Emperor did not complain of it. He 
made ihb sacrifice to the principle which 
dcterinincd the Amci leans to impose the 
embargo, and which inspired them with 
the noble resolution of inieidicting them- 
selves the use of llie sea, rather than sub- 
mit to the Jaws of those wlio wish to be- 
come its tyrants.— The Act of the Jst of 
March removed the eiiibargo, and substi- 
tuted for it a measure which must have 
been particularly injurious to the interests 
of France. — That Act, with which the Em- 
peror was not acquainted for a consider- 
able time after, interdicted to American 
vessels the commerce of France, whilst it 
authorised a trade with Spain, Naples and 
Holland, that is to say, with countries under 
French influence, and denounced confisca- 
tion against all FVench vessels that should 
enter the ports of Anterica. Reprisal was 
a matter of right, and commanded by the 
dignity of France, a circumstance upon 
which It was impossible to make any com- 
promise. The bequestration of ail the 
American vessels in France was the neccs^ 
sary result of the measure taken by Cun'* 
gress.— At prcseiu the Congress treode 
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back its steps. Tt revokes the Act of the 
Ut pf Maicli. The ports of America are 
open to French commerce, and France is 
no lon*^cr interdicted to the Americans. 
In short, the Congress engages to oppose 
such of the Belligerent Powers as shall 
reiusc to recognise the lights of neutrals, 
til this new state of things, I am authorised 
to declare to you. Sir, that the Decrees of 
Berlin and Milan ore revoked, and that, 
from the 1st of November, they will cease 
to be in force, it being understood that in 
consequence of this declaration the Eng- 
lish shall revoke their Orders in Council, 
and renounce the new principles of block- 
ade which they have attempted to esta- 
blish ; or that the United States, conform- 
ably to the Act which you have just com- 
municated, shall cause their rights to be 
respected by the English.— —It is with 
the most particular satisfaction that I in- 
form you of this resolution of the Emperor. 
Ilis Majesty loves the Americans. Their 
prosperitj^ and their commerce, enter into 
the view> of his policy. The independ- 
ence of America is one of tlie principal 
titles of the glory of France. Since that 
epoch the Emperor has felt a pleasure In 
aggrandizing the United States; ami in 
all circumstances, whatever can contribute 
to the independence, the piosperily, and 
the liberty of the Americans, will be re- 
garded bys tjie Emperor as conformable 
to the interests of his Empire. 


• 

F RAN CF, . • — Decree, relaiin!' io Goodsimported. 
— Dated Trianon, Ijtli Jlug. \ 810 . — N, ii. 
The Monitenr declares (See RegiUej 
patfc 'Ml ) this Decree not to have been pub- 
iished in France. — It appears to have been 
forged somewhere. 

Art. 1. The duties upon the importation 
of the undermentioned goods and mer- 
chandize are settled as follow By me- 
trical quintal : the Cottons of Brazil, Ca- 
yenne, Surinam, Demerary and Georgia, 
long staple, 80t3 francs ; Levant cottons, 
im|>ortcd by sea, OtH) fr. ; the same by 
land, through the uifices at Cologne^ Cob- 
Jentz, Mayence, and Strasburgh, 300 fr, ; 
cottons from all other places, those fnxni 
Naples excepted, (jOO fr. ; those from Na- 
ples, the old duties. Raw sugar, 300 fr. ; 
f-’layed or loaf sugar, 400 1'r. ; Hy.son leas, 
OOO fr, ; green teas, 600 fr. j aU other 
tea, 150 fr. ; Indigo, 900 fr. ; cocoa, 100 
fr. ; cochineal, 2,000 fr. ; white pepper, 
600 fr. ; black do. 400 fr. ; common cin- 
namon, 1,400 fr. ; fine do, 2,000 fr. ; cloves. 


600 fr. ; nutmegs, 2,000 ft-. ; mahogany, 50 
fr. ; Pernambucco wood, 120 fr. ; Cam- 
peachy do. 80 fr.; dye-woods ground, 100 
fr.— Art. 2. When the Qustom -house Offi- 
cers suspect that 1 he declarations coucern- 
ing llie species or qualities arc false, they 
shall send specimens to the Directgr-Oc- 
ncral of our Customs, who is to cause them 
to be examined by Commissaries who have 
a knowledge of these branches, attached to 
the Ministry of the Interior ; and W'ho, 
in every such examination, shall be assist-- 
ed by two manufacturers or merchants, 
chosen by the Minister of the Interior.— 
If it shall appear that the declarations are 
false, all the merchandize shall be seized 
and confiscated. 


Fr ancf.— D fcrec relative to Netes ^papers . — 
Dated at Trianon, 3rd Au:^. 1 S lO. 

1. There shall be only one journal in 
each of the departments with the excep- 
tion of that of the ISeine.— 2. This journal 
shall be under the authority of the Prefect, 
and cannot be published but with his ap- 
probation. — 3. NevertheU'ss, the Prefects 
may provisionally authorize in our great 
ciiies, the publication of papers contain- 
ing advertisements in the nature oiMsting 
bills, or hand-bills, relative to saMmf ar- 
tiejes of merchandize and immoveable 
property ; and journals, treating exclusive- 
ly of literature, the sciences, arts, and 
agriculture. The said publications must 
coiftain no articles foreign to their object. 
— L Our Minister of the Interior shall, 
on thfe 1st of September next, make a re- 
port to us upon the said advertising journals; 
the publication of which may be defini- 
tively determined. 

— T-— • 

Denmark.— 7^3Iyal Decree, Aug. 1810 . 

We, Frederic the 6th, hereby declare 
that in consideration of the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the times w**. find it neces- 
sary to order and decree at, ‘ h)ws Art- 
1. The line extending from the city of 
Neustadt through the several places in a 
din ct line as tar as Husum, in the plain of 
Norderdith, shall be considered as a line of 
customs over which no produce that i« not 
of Europe shall, either by sea or land, be 
exported from our Duchy of UoNfciii.— 
Art. 2. Refined sugar and molasses ore 
not to pass the above line. — Art. 3. An 
exception is admitted as to small quanti- 
ties of Non- European or refined sugar and 
molasseH, which cvifleutly are designed 
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for doniesti<! use in places beyond the linel 
— Art. 4. Sack Non-European produce 
\vhich IS indispensible for manufacture.s 
may be passed over the line in the neces- 
sary quantities, uilder an engagement that 
the manufactures in which they are used 
shall be sent to the countries within the 
line. — ^Art. 5. A Committee is appointed 
for the distribution of licences for the 
above mentioned quantities of Non-Euro- 
pean produce, which Committee is to se- 
cure the fulfilment of such engagement, 
and to attend to the respective destinations. 
— ^Art. 0. For these objects all Non-Eu- 
ropean produce shall be previously an- 
nounced to the Commission, with the in<n- 
nufacture in which it is to be employed, 
for its future transport over the line. — 
Art. 7. All Non-European produce found 
beyond the prescribed line, in .greater 
quantities than the Commission deems ne- 
cessary for rciail trade in six rnonihs, and 
for domestic use in a year, shall, after six 
weeks from the date of this Decree, be 
subject to confiscation. — Art. 8. The 
City of Altona alone shall be exempt from 
these regulations, but all Non-European 
produce in this city, and refilled sugar and 
molasses, shall be placed under the con- 
troulof a Committee of Export (wdiose 
dutie^ke explained.)— Art. 9. Every 
carria^ is to give the security of 25 per 
cent, on the worth of the carriage and the 
loading, and for misconduct and false pa- 
pers the whole is to be confiscated. — Art. 
10. All Non-European produce w'hich, 
in transport, shall be found within the 
boundary of the above mentioned places, 
shall be subject to confiscation ; and fur- 
ther, both the owner and the carrier shall 
be fined in the Value of the goods. The 
punishment shall be increased for each 
repetition of the oflence ; and if the party 
be guilty a fourth time, the offender is to 
suffer according to the judgment delivered 
in a General Chamber of Customs. — I'liis 
Decree is to iiemain in force until super- 
seded by some other, and the Military 
Commanders, as well as Officers of the 
Customs, are to watch over its punctual 
execution. 

Cassel. — \st Sept. 1810 . A Decree, pub- 
litihed here, emtairu, among other things, 
the foliowing 

1 , The public debt of the ancient Hano- 
verian provinces will be administered se- 


parately the other departments of 
the kingdom, till it is otherwise ordered. 
— 2. The interest will be paid at the rate 
of two per cent, for the current year. — 3. 
A Commission will be formed, charged 
with the liquidation of the Hanoverian 
debt, which will enter on its functions the 
15th of September, of the present year.— 
4. The works of the Commission will form 
the basis of the grant- books, which hence- 
forth will be the only and fundamental 
title for all the creditors of the State. — 5. 
The Commission is to teiminate its labours 
before the 15th of next March. 

France. — Instructions, relative to Commerce, 
in the h/orth. 1 5th. Sept. 1810. 

The following is a copy of the instruc- 
tions transmitted from Paris to General 
Molitor, and by him to the Directors of 
the Customs in the Rivers Ell)e, Weser, 
and Jade. The 6ih article is important, 
inasmuch as it allows vessels proceeding to 
France, under licences from that Govern- 
ment, to touch at an English port, and 
even land part of its cargo there, without 
danger of being prosecuted for the same : 
— 1. Every vessel must be provided with 
a licence, bearing th£ number and series 
of the port, and the number of the li- 
cences, delivered in each scries.— • 1st se- 
ries, Hamburgh ; 2d series, Bremen ; 3d 
series, Lubeck. — ^To these licences will 
be alFixed the signature of the Emperor; 
those of the Ministers^of the Interior; and 
of Marine ; and that of the Director- 
General of the Customs, who will transmit 
them to the Directors of the Customs at 
the ports above-mentioned. — 2. The Di- 
rector of the Customs at each of these 
Ports, must instantly send advice of the 
arrival of these licences to his Majesty's 
Charges d’Afiaires and Consuls in the 
Hanseatic Cities. He will notify to the 
Consuls the applications addres.sed to him 
for licences. The Consuls are to fill up, 
ill their own hand-writing, the number 
of the licence, the name of the vessel, the 
amount of tonnage, and the number of the 
crew ; the name of the Captain, the firm 
of the Commercial-house under bond for 
the vessel, and the port of destination in 
France. — They will also inscribe on the 
licences a motto, with the cypher which 
they have from the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs ; this motto to be different for 
each licence, f 7b he continued.) 
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“ Ho tbfit flights, and goes away, 

“ May live to light another day ; 

And, when the light becomes a chace, 

“ He wins tlic day that wins the race.”— Hudibra?. 




SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Portugal. The two common-place 

couplets, which 1 have taken for rriy motto 
to this Niiiuher, which the celebrated au- 
thor of them used, in his mock-heroic 
poem, in an ironical sense, and which have 
gcne»-:illy, heretofore, been in such sense 
applied to events in real life, may, (if our 
intelligence, be coirejt) I)e literally ap- 
plied U) the recent events in Portugal, and 
ander.'.tood as r onvcyiiig seriou.s commen- 
dation on the conduct of our Commander, 
who fought at Husai;o, who, immediately 
after went llieiioe with groat celerity, and 
who ha.s lived to fight another day, and 
that, too, according to all our intelligence 
up to this time (Monday morning; 22nd 
October,) with every cdiance in his favour, 
and with almost a dead certainty of gain- 
ing a glorious and decisive victory. The 
fight, or the contest, between liaron Douro 
©f Wellesley and Viscount Wellington of 
Talavera and the French Marsh.il, the 
Prince of Essling, whose name is Massena, 
has, in fact, been a clvise. The two 
armies were at, probably, when they 
started, /our hundred miles (by the road) 
from the spot wdicre they now are, and at 
'vhich spot, being a very strong, if not 
impenetrable, position, our Commander 
and his army arrived first. That is to 
say, he, in the ianguajjc of my motto, won 
the race, and vhus far, at least, he may be 

considered as victorious. In a funner 

Number (page Odl), I expressed my dis- 
like to the delading of the events of a 
campaign, sucli as the present, by piece- 
meal ; because such a mode of proceeding 
alwMys greatly diminished the pleasure of 
contemplating final success ; and 1 added, 
that, in the case before us, the final over- 
throw, the route, the de.struction, or the 
capture, of Massena and his army, wdien 
it should happen, would not ailbrd nearly 
so much satisfiction, as it woi^Jd have 
afforded, it we had never heard of the 

Victory of Busa^o. -The objections, 

however, to this sort of anticipation seem 

liow to be removed, or, rather, there can be 
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no more anticipation, and the time is come 
for recording the events of the campaign, 
seeing that, when the last Dispatches came 
away, every thing was prepared for the 
final battle, and that, in all nrobabil’ty, 
the inielligence of that battle having been 
fought, and of the last victory having been 
gained, will reach us bcfoie this sheet gets 
into the pie^s. So near the close as thi.s; 
with the. whole historical materials of the 
campijigii lying before us ; and with 
iiutbing to add but a sentence or two, just 
to de.scribe the time and manner in which 
our Commander gave the desperate enemy 
the coiip-de-grace, or, in plain English, 
put him 07a of his misery; thus circum- 
stanced, it would be wrong any longer to 
deday giving, or, at any rate, attempting 
to give, a brief history of this interesting, 
and will be long-remembered campaign. 

The campaign did not, as far as wc 

have much interest in it, begin ^lill after 
the fail of Ciudad Rodrigo, a large city 
of Spain, about 20 miles (English) from 
the frontiers of Portugal. This city the 
F»ench, umler the chief ominand of Mas- 
sena, had completely invested so early as 
theslllh of June Ia.?t, and, after a most 
galiant dfjciice, under the command of 
Don Andres H.vvesti, surrendered on 
the lOihof July. (See page 188.) Dur- 
ing fh is siege, the head ouarters of our 
army, under its present Commander, Vis- 
count of Talavora, was at Alverca, a 
small place about twenty miles from 
Ciudad Rodrigo, our advanced guard, 
under General Craufurd, being placed be- 
tween that city and our head qiiartcis. 
On the ^th of July Massena sent forward 
a body of troops, at the approach of whom 
Geiieral Craufurd fell hack (See page ISS) 
into the neighbourhood of Fort Conception, 
which is situated between Ciudad Ro- 
drigo and Almeida, the latter being a 
strongly fortified place, one of the frontier 
towns of Portugal, and situated at about 
ten miles fiom the frontiers. Some little 
skirmishing took place upon tliis occasion, 
in which our troops and ibosc ot Portugal 
distinguished themselves Wt must 
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now, for want of ample details in an official 
form, have recourse to those of ii sort of 
iiewa-paper authority, it being 
of much importance, that we confine our- 
selves to what has tfeeii asserted, from time 
to time, by those of ou'* public journals, 
whu h are looked upon, or, at least, which 
choose to look upon themselves, as being 
most friendly towards the Ministry, and 
are, ihcrefore, vulgarly called ministerial 

new^ papers. Jly these prints, we were 

told in ilic latfcreiid of July, that the French 
army wcie oppressed by every sort of ca- 
lamity ; that they had recently been beaten 
ill sncli a manner by the Spaniards at 
Pandeo, whence four hundred carts loaded 
with wounded French bad been sent into 
Madrid ^ that a considerable portion of 
their army had actually deserted and gone 
over to the Spaniards, and that the reiiiain- 
der was full of discontent. Wo were at 
the same time assured, that tlie Portifguese 
soldieis behaved well, and had displayed 
great steadiness and courage (see page 
143). The French newspapers, in re- 

marking upon this information, insisted 
upon it that it was intended to deceive the 
people of England ; and added, somewhat 
sarcastically, that while all these favour- 
able appearances for the English existed, 
the French were besieging Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and the English quietly looked on, though 
the cries of the inhabitants were beard in 
their camp (seepage 180 and onwards). 
— ■ In answer t(» ibis, our ministerial 
news-papers insisted, that it would have 
been bad policy in us to attempt to icdieve 
Ciudad Rodrigo; but that the causp of 
Portugal was in no danger whatever; that 
independently of the natural strength of 
Portugal, there were various fortified 
places, which were adequately garrisoned 
and must be regularly besieged, among 
which were Elvas, Almeida, Penisbe, St. 
Julien and Caceres; that, besides, we had 
complete military possession of the coun- 
ti y, ail the resources of which were at our 
disposal, and all the people hearty in our 
cause and strenous in their exertions ; that 
in every part of the Peninsula, the pros- 
pect was fairer than ever, and in shoit, 
diat there appeared to be no doubt of ulti- 
mate success; and the superiority of our 
troops over those <>f the French was con- 
firmed by the dispatch of ],ord Talavera 
giving an account of skirmishes with the 
enemy.— The former dispatch of our 
commander was, as we liave seen, dated at 
Alverca,. on the 1 Itb of July. In his next, 
dated on the 28^ of July, ho gave us an 


account of the attack made by the French 
upon gen. Craufurd’s advanced guard near 
Fort Conception, where the enemy as- 
sailed him ill his position, overpowered 
him by numbers, and drove him back, 
with considerable loss (see page 221 and 
onwards).— —Coeval with this intelli- 
gence were the assurances of the Morning 
Post and other ministerial prints, that our 
army in Portugal was full of confidence, 
that the Portuiruese soldiers behaved ad- 
mirably, and that, in general Craufurd’s 
affair we gave the enemy an earliest of vihat 
may be expected in a general engagement (seo 

page 212). The next dispatch of Lord 

Talavera of which the public in England 
have any knowledge, was dated on the 
29th of August at Ctdorico. But we must 
first see what w^e had been told at home 
in the interval. It had been slated to us 
that MassiMia had been outwitted by our 
ComiiAaiider ; that the former had hoped 
that we should relieve Rodrigo; next, that 
we should make a stand Fort Conception, 
ami lastly that wc should risk a battle for 
the sake of Almeida ; in all which hopes 
the Frenchmen had been disappointed. 
We were further told, that Masseiia hud 
made a movement forward with a view 
of iurning us, but that our Commander, 
‘‘ ivitii great judgment and promptitude, 
** disappointed \t by throwing back his flank/* 
which we were told, made the enemy re- 
treat with all possible speed. It was add- 
ed at this time that desertions w'ere still 
very great in the Frcr^ch army, and that 
our Portuguese allies had uniformly con- 
ducted themselves very gallantly. (Sea 

page 239.) After this it appears (from 

the authority before mentioned, of course) 
that the French army became sorely af- 
flicted with the dysentery, while our troops 
were free from that disease ; that tho main 
body of them, instead of advancing, had 
retreated, perhaps for want of provisions; 
that the Portuguese militia were numerous 
and fully prepared to meet the French, 
whose soldiers were deserting in all direc- 
tions ; that his languid operations had 
falsified the predictions of Lords Grenville 
and Grey ; that Lord Talavera’s army 
was in the highest health and spirits ; 
that (and several instances were given) the 
Spaniards and Portuguese were beating 
the French and driving them before them 
wherever iliey came near them ; that, at last 
Massena w as \i\ full retreat, owing to want 
of provisions and to desertion, disaflectioa 
and sickness ; and that Lord Talaveral 
whose army lijtd plenty of provisions, had 
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certainly once offered Massena battle, 
and that Massena had as certainly de- 
clined the offer. (See page By 

the 12th of September, our authority 
seemed to waver as to numbers, and an 
attempt was made to diminisli the force 
of our army. That point, however, was 
set to rights, and we still saw our com- 
mander with 60 thousand fighting men. 
We were now informed that the siege of 
Almeida had been commenced, and that 
the English Chief was concentrating his 
forces, with a view of compelling the 
French to keep in a collected body, and 
thus increase their difficulty of getting 
provisions, (see page S-l-O). The dis- 

patch, which was just mentioned above, 
dated at Celorico on the 29th of August, 
gave us official information, that Almeida 
had fallen, and that our army had moved 
into the valley of Mondego ; that the 
enemy had attacked our picquets, and had 
been repulsed. About the time that this 
dispatch was received, we saw an order of 
Lord Talavera, respecting letters written 
from the Army being published in news- 
papers, (see page 444 and 442.) — —Our 
borne authority before mentioned, now 
repeated to us, with more confidence than 
ever, that the soldiers of the French army 
were discontented in the highest degree ; 
that the Portuguese intended to erect a 
inonu merit to perpetuate the memory of 
that British generosity by which the in- 
dependence of Portugal had been main- 
tained ; that though Almeida had fallen 
our prospects were none the worse for 
that; that the fall of that fortress would 
have no influence in the fortunes of the 
campaign ; and, we were now told, in a 
very detailed account, that the English 
urniy consisted of 30,000 men, the Portu- 
guese regulars of 59,7,55, and the Portu- 
guese militia of 52,848, making a total of 
1 42,603 ; a number far greater than it 
had ever been supposed Massena’s army 
amounted to, even before that army had 
been wasted by hunger, sickness and de- 
sertion, (see page 406.) Before any 

fl^rther dispatches came, we were told that 
Massena’s circumstances had not been at 
all bettered by the fall of Almeida, and 
tliat the hopes that the opposition party 
entertained as to the destructive operation 
of the Frencli against our army would 

prove delusive, (see page 437.) The 

accounts, which we received thrbugh the 
French papers, which contained Massena^s 
report of the siege and sui render of Al- 
ittfida (see page 440 to 448 and 503 to 
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507); these accounts were calculated to 
give us a different impresrt,ion as to the 
consequences of the fall of Almeida. Wa 
saw in that account, every reason to fear 
that the French wouTd now be abb* to 
j follow up their advantage.s. These fears 
were, too, rather augmented than lessened 
by the next dispatches of om* comnnmler, 
which was dated at Govea, on the. fifth of 
September, and which gave us an acebunt 
of the treachery and cowardice of the 
Lieutenant Governor and the commander 
of Artillery in the fortress of Almeida 
(see page 598). Nevertheless, it ap- 

peared. from the aforementioned ainlio- 
rity, that the cause was in as fair u way 
as ever, and though a con.'-qiiiacv had, 
soon after this, been detected in Lisbon 
and in other parts of Portugal, the Govern- 
1 ment^f that country was perfectly secun-, 
and the people perfectly loyal ; that Ibw 
Frenifli army was greatly diminished in 
number.^; that Massena could bring only 
50.000 men to face us in the field, whila 
we had 30,000 British soLdiers actually 
present, which number, when all the rein- 
forcements arrived, would be augmented 
to 40,000, and while vve had double the 
number of Portuguese, who had given so 
many proofs of their valour, and of their 
devotion to the cause (see page 545).—— 
It now appeared, from the same authorities, 
that things were in the most encouraging 
situation (ibis' was on the 10th instant); 
that nearly the whole population of tho 
I country accompanied our commander in 
his movements, who destroyed such part 
of jLheir property as they were unable to 
remove ; that J\las.sena by advancing in 
an exhausted country must add to the 
embarrassments he previously laboured 
under from the insufficiency of his sup- 
plies; that our coinmander, in addition to 
the advantage of a strong mountainous 
position, had concentrated his forces, 
brought the Portuguese army wdthin the 
range of his operations, and drawn nearer 
to his main resource!?, while the enemy 
got further from his supplies, was com* 
pelled to divide bis forces, and was ex- 
posed to attacks from the mountains (sc« 

page 593). Such was the state ol 

things, agreeably to our intelligence (from 
the sources before mentioned) on the JOtb 
of this present month, at which time our 
last dispatches from Lord Talavera came 
down to the 5th of September, and were 
dated at Gouvea, a place situated at aliout 
80 miles from Cuidad Kodrigo, GO from 
the Eastern frontiers ol Portugal, about 
Z.2 
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50 from Almeida, and about 25 or 30 from 
CeForico, the place where his former dis- 
patches W(*re dated — —After waiting 
eight days without any fresh oflicial com- 
munications from Portugal, which brought 
us to a distance of thirty nine days from 
the date of the dispatches just mentioned, 
we had, on Sunday the I Uli instant, an- 
nounced to us from ilie mouth of the Park 
and Tower guns, the intelligence of the 
victory of Busavo, won upon a ridge of 
hills of that name situated at a distance of 
about fifty miles from Gouvea, and at a 
few miles distance from the City of (‘oim- 
bra. Jn tJiis victory, which was gained on 
the memorable 27th September, we are 
oiiicially informed, we killed two thousand 
French, the w'ounded being iiunjciwe. 
The enemy, our commander says iu his 
dispatch, did nut (and well he rnighlmol) 
renew his attack on the 28th; exce^itby 
the fire of his liffhtlroops, but that he moved a 
large body of his army in such a direction 
as induced our Viscount to withdraw from 
the mountains of Bij‘?a<;o, that is to s.iy 
from tlie field of iKattlc, and to take his 
army iii a Southern direction, that is to 
•ay, nearer to Lisbon, that is to say, fur- 
ther from the place where the two armies 
itarted, and nearer to our commander's 
strong holds, his reinforcements, and his 
•hipping. Ill this d ispatch, (see page 002) 
which is dated fiom Coimbra on the 30th 
of September, and to which, for an ac- 
count of the f articular acts of bravery 
performed by the officers and soldiers of 
the allied army, I l)eg leave to refer the 
reader; in this celebrated dispatch, |he 
noble Viscount say^, that this movement 
has afforded him a favourable opportunity 
of shewing the oneftfiy the description of 
troops '>f which his army was composed ; 
that the Portuguese troops were worthy 
of contending iu the same ranks with 
British troops; tint Marshal Beresford had 
so disciplined the Portugupbc army, that 
the latter had shown itself capable of 
engaging and defeating the enemy ; that, 
throughout the* contest upon the Sierra de 
Busa^'J, and in all the previous marche?, 
and in those which he had since made 
(that is to ^ay between the Victory and 
the date of his dispatch), " the w^holc 
army, says he, has conducted themselves 
in the most regular manner; Accord- 
ingly all the operations have been cafried 
on with ease; the soldiers have suffered 
** no privations, have undergone no unne- 
cessary fatigue, there has been no !o‘«s of 
ttores, and the army is in the highest 
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“ spirits.*' To all which he added, on the 
other side, that the enemy’s communica- 
tion with Almeida was completely cutoff, 
and that he possessed only the ^mnd on 

vokich his army stood*^ ^This is th« 

last intelligence, which has been commu- 
nicated to us officially^ and this, as was be^ 
fore observed, was dated at Coimbra, on 
the 3()th of September. What was left 
unexplained by the Dispatch of the Noble 
Viscount of Talavera was fully communi- 
cated to us by the Ministerial Prints, the 
Mousing Post and the CouRifiii, who, 
upon information which they said was ol 
the most auiiicntic nature, stated, that our 
army had actually buried the 2,000 French, 
\'thotn they killed on the 27lh of Septem- 
ber, and that the number of wounded 
French was 8,000, so that the enemy had 
lost, in this defeat, not less, at any rate, 
than 10,000 men; that the enemy wa« 
driven to despair for want of provisions ; 
that, in the dead Frenchmen's haversacks, 
nothing but a little Indian Corn was found ; 
that it was by mere accident, that the 
whole of the enemy’s army was not cap- 
tured, and that, as to an escape by the way 
of the North that was impossible.— —Upon 
this occasion the Morning Post (15th 
October) said, in a tone of moderation, 
that i( should “ not indulge in any triumph 
** over its politied adversaries, who had 
blamed the ministers for employing and 

** ic-inforcing oiir army in Portugal." 

Oil the 17th instant (for we will now stick 
to particular days) llip Morning Post said, 
that those writers who endeavoured to de- 
tract from the merits of the victory of 
Busa 90 ought to be exposed to the public; 
on the 18th, the same print said, that wo 
offered battle to Massena on the 2Sth of 
September; that it was uncertain whether 
Massena would follow our army across 
i the Mondego (lliat is to say about 25 miles 
from the place where he then was), but if 
he did, he would get another drubbing. 
On the iPrth instant the same print said, 
that when Massena left Almeida he hail 
13 days provisions with him (which, of 
course, were all spent before he got to Bu- 
safo) ; that the prisoners had their knap^ 
sacks fall of Indian Corn unground, all 
the mills having been destroyed , before 
the French came ; that each French sol- 
dier was obliged to pound his own Com ; 
that the City of Coimbra would hu in- 
tirely evacuated by its inhabitants, who 
Would carry away “their effects ; that 
Lord Wellington had proved his supe- 
riority over Massena in every respect; 
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that there were at least 20 thousand 
men in the north together with a 
Spanish army rapidly collecting to har- 
rass the French in that quarter ; that the 
armed peasantry with two brigades of Por- 
tuguese troops^ under colonels Miller 
and Trant, were operatintr upon liTmsena^s 
** communicutions ;** that Lord Talavera 
with an increasing army was in Mas:»ena’s 
front ; that the coniiiry did not aifitrd 
supplies for its own iiihalMtarits ; that 
Lord Talavcra was obliged to getpartofhis 
from his ships ; that of course, Masseiia 
could get none ; that his men were actual- 
ly starving before he was dcieated ; and 
that since ins defeat (he discontents and 
desertions of his army had been greater 

thah ever. On the 20th instant, the 

same pi ini told us that disputches had 
been received from Lo id TaLivera, dated 
Alcoba^i^i that is to say at about 7u inilcb 
from Coinibra along by the sea coa.^t 
towards Lisbon; that these (llspatclus 
were dated on the Otii of Octobi r ; that 
our army had retired grailuaily, first to 
Pombal, next to Leyria, ami next to Alco- 
baga, having, by this gradual retiimg, 
travelled 70 miles in (J days ; that there 
had been skirmishing almost daily, and 
that the advantage had uniformly been 
in favour of tlie British ; that our com- 
mander had acconiplished his object of 
giving time to the iiihabitdnis of Coimbra 
to remove themselves and their property ; 
that Coimbra and all the villages on the 
same day were deserted ; that, whatever 
might be the opinion which prejudiced 
persons might be induced to build on 
present appearances^ the public might be 
assured, that the British Chief was pursuing 
a plan long meditated by iiim, and now 
acted upon, not from necessity, but from 
judgment and choice; that a letter from 
Masseiia had been iniei copied, in which 
he represents the diiliculuesof bis advance, 
from the state of the roads and the cir- 
cumstances of the country ; that the Eng- 
lish and Portuguese armies were in ex- 
cellent health and spirits. The same 
print, under the same date, added, in 
another part of its pages, tliat the enc- 
ray^s ravages were horrible ; -that the 
Porto road was covered with dead horses, 
mules, and bullocks ; that the whole 
country was a scene of complete devasta- 
tion \ that such rapine, violations and 
murders were never l>cfore heard of; 
that many villages, towns, and country 
villas had been burned to the ground ; 
that every place was deserted ; that 


large tracts of Indian corn had been trod- 
den down ; that every thing was de- 
stroyed ; and that, notwithstanding all 
this the people univtrsally blessed 
the linglish and execrated the Viencli. 

On the 22iid instant, the same print, 

the iVlorning Post, communicated to the 
public, the following Bulletin, under au- 
thorily of the Ciovernment in Downing 

Sticct : — — BULLEl'IN. Downino- 

Street, Oct, 20. — Dispatches have been 
‘‘ received from Lord Well iiigtini and Mr. 
“ Stuart, of the 13th instant, by which it 
appears that the Allied AriiHe» had rc- 
treated within their lines. Their right 
** being at Ca«tanhero and Villa Franca, 
''on the Tagus, and their left at Torres 
Vedras, onliie 7ih aiul Sthinsl tnt. They 
" had»iini been innlcsU'd in ilieir relreal, 
“ but some allaiis had taken place l>e- 
‘Mvvceii the c avail y of the two armies, 
“ i/I li'h/ch the bruish and Pi}rtuguese cavalry 
“ iUnin^uishtd t fie fuse lies — The iViarquiA de 
'Ma Poniana, wslii 8.000 infantry, and 
** !,.>0() /“avalry, w IS on his march to join 
L'>i<l Wellington, lie had airived at 
Aldcu Oalit :.;a, on tlio Tagus, opposite 
to L:.shon, where tiansports were ready 
to carry him over, 't his movement had 
** been masked liy Mciiilizabal ; and Mor- 
tier bad 5all“n l>acu towards Seville.-— 
'* The rains bad begun on the 8th. I he 
British Army ate protected from them in 
the villages and under huts. The French 
'*^riny severely exposed to them. The 
Zczore River is more swollen.— Colo- 
•• Wilson had i/ccupicd the Sierra 
** de Busaco with a i^n luguese brigade 
*' on the (ith; and it was reported that Co- 
loiielTrant had entered Coimbra on the 
'' 7th, and had tahen a French garrison, 
with their wounde i^prisoners. General ]\M- 
lerwith another Portuguese brigade, was 
“ at Viscu. We had a strong garrison at 
** Abrantes. Masseiia’s head-quartci s wcio 
"at Rio Mayor. Lord Wellinglou's at 
" An uda, a short distance from Alenquen 
" General Hill was at Alhandraon the Ta- 
" gus. General Craufurd in rear of Arruda, 
" and our Cavalry in rearofthe Army.''^ 
Thus, we see, that, not only had our com- 
mander completely succeeded in reach- 
ing, with liis whole army, hi.s impregnable 
positions near Lislmn ; not only had he 
no|y attained that great object, which he 
had so long had in view ; not only had he 
pul into complete execution the plan long 
meditated 'by him, and acted upon, not from 
necessity, but from judgment and choice ; 
not only had at the time of which thia 
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bulletin speaks, to wit, on the 13th instant, 
got s.«fe\y within his lines, and Under 
covir from the raips, while the eiumy, 
ihtt saline enemy, whom he had heaion 
but 15 dciys hel'ore, was on the outside of 
those lines, without any villages or huts 
to shelter them and exjjosed to the " pi- 
tiless pelting of liic perilous storm 
not only had our commander received ail 
this amazing increase of advantages^ but 
we see, ihnt he was also about to lereive, 
besides his English rr-inforcements, a re- 
inforcemenr. under the Marejuis de la Ko- 
iriana, consisting of 8.000 infantry and 

J,50() cavalry. This, then, was the si- 

luaiioii of our army on the l.Slh instant, 
its right being protected by the Tagus, 
its Itli by the strong fortifications of Ma- 
fia and Cintra, tlierc waiting the attack, 

with almost certainty of success. The 

Morning Post ef the 22ikI instant inTonn- 
cd us in addition to the above bulletin, that 
it was hajipy to observe, that every thing 
wore t!ie inoat jirornising appearance on 
ourside^ that evoiy thing had happened 
hitherto that was wished for and ex- 
pected; that since tlie victory of Busa^o 
Lord Talavera had as he intended from 
the outset of the campaign, dra'wn the enc' 
j/iy after him, to that very spot which he 
had selected us the most favourable giound 
nrion which to wait their attack, and the 
manner in which this had been performed 
exhibited one of the most complete proofs 
of skilful and dextrous generalship that an 
admiring world ever wiines.sed ; that he 
had reached tiiis point of pre -destination, 
before the rains set in, and with his army 
un-impaired in every respect. It was 
now' staled by this print that Massena’s 
army aniounied to 70,000 men, and Lord 
Talavei a’s to 00,000, though, as the reader 
will bear in mind, this same print had 
made Massena's army but 7(),000, before 
his defeat at Busa 9 o". ' In the mean time 
we were now positively assured, that 
Cohmel TranI, in coming upon the rear 
of the I'renoh, had entered Coimbra and 
taken '',000 of them prisoners; that all was 
destruction in the rear of the French army ; 
that there was no way in which Massena 
could retreat without imminent peril; 
and that it must be by a miradt if the 
French commander or his army should 
escape.- -As wo now draw towards the 
clo.se, wc must take in the evening as well 
as the morning print. The Courier of 
the 22nd instant informed its readers, that 
the intelligence from Portugal was most 
encouraging, and that it inspired every 


man with the greatest confidence; that 
Massena’s rear was not only laid waste, 
but rendered very difficult for the passage 
of heavy artillery, that the whole line of 
country in the rear of him, was occupied 
by the Portuguese Militia under Colonel 
Trant, General Miller, Colonel Wilson, 
and Generals Silviera and Bucellar; that 
the posiiir)!! of our army was the strongest 
that could be conceived ; that it was pos- 
sible th.at Masseiia might endeavour to 
tread back his steps, but that this would be 
full of peril and difficulty ; that liis ivants 
rendered it imperious upon him to make 
an attack upon us, and that in that attack, 
in all human probability, he the Ust, that 
ihe French will make in the kingdom of 

Portugal. 1 he Morning Post of this 

day, after an attempt to explain away what 
it hail formerly asserted respeciiiigour .su- 
periority of numbers, as if it vvt-ie not con- 
tent with a victory that will drive the 
French out of Portugal or make them pri- 
soners, without the additioiul circum- 
stance of doing this with inferior num- 
bers ; after this attempt, whicli is now 
made too late to be of any weight, the 
Morning Post proceeds to inform us, that 
on the 1 3th instant, 800 of the enemy 
were made prisoners, part of whom had 
arrived at Lisbon on the Id-ih instant; 
that the Marquis de la Romana had ac- 
tually arrived with from 10 to 12,000 
troops and was then crossing the Tagus 
to join our army; that *the position of uur 
army was formed in three lini^s of defence, 
the rear commanding the front, so that 
even supposing the enemy weie to carry 
our first lines, they could not turn their 
cannon again.'-t us with efleci, whilst we 
could completely command them from 
the second line ; that besides this, we have 
immense re.serves of tioops in the rear, 
and our right flank is protected by the 
gun-boats, sent from our men of war and 
transports ; that the country between 
Coimbra and Lisbon is almost all like 
Bagshot heath, every hill a fortification, 
and the form a crescent ; that within the 
chain, tee have collected ali tite produce qf 
ihe country, through which we have re- 
treated, that we are consequently abun- 
dantly supplied, with Lisbon in our rear, 
and tint the enemy has nothing; that 
within tlje chain, we have 70,000 fighting 
men, exclusive of those which are hasten- 
ing on, and are ready to join under the 
Marquis de la Romana.— — Such is the 
history of the campaign, up to the 13th 
instant, and such the relative situation of 
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the hostile ormies on that day ; thus has 
ended the race, and our Commander has 
fairly won it. — —At the beginning of the 
campaign, I, with others, had in my head, 
the usual notions about advancing and re- 
treating, the former of which 1 looked upon 
as a sign of success, and the latter as a 
mark of ; and, as the reader will 
have perceived, the representations of my 
authorities were for a good while, calcu- 
lated to foster this erroneous view of the 
matter. The putting of a garrison, too, into 
Almeida tended to keep me in error ; be- 
cause 1 could not sec w’hy a garrison an<l 
such immense (juantitics of provisions and 
ammunition were placed in that fortress, 
except for the purpose (A' keeping the French 
back, which seemed altogether incompati- 
ble, with a plan for drawing them on into 
the heart of the country, and even into the 
neighbourhood of Lisbon. It did, be- 
sides, appear strange, that, if, as we are 
now, from my authorities, so positively 
assured. Lord Talavcra^s long-meditated 
plan was to draw the French after him to- 
wards Lisbon; in this case it did appear 
somewhat strange, that he should liave ex- 
posed genet al Craufurd’s corps to an at- 
tack at F\)rt Conception. There were 
other attempts at, or shews of, resistance, 
too, which. 111 the case supposed, did not 
appear necessary to the execution of the 
long-meditated plan, and which, indeed, 
might, by giving the enemy the alarm, 

have defeated that plan altogether. 

But, whatever eilecl these circumstances, 
whicli seemed to me to indicate an lancil- 
lingness to move back, might have had j 
upon my mind, and especially when I saw 
reinforcements daily marching to join our 
Chief, and w hich reinforcements appeared 
to me to indicate any thing rather than a 
design to draw the enemy into the heart of 
the countri^ ; whatever efiect these circum- 
stances might have had upon my mind, 
before the news of the victory orBusa(;o was 
received, that news removed all doubts 
upon the subject. For, when I saw, that 
our Commander, even after beating the 
French, after killing out right '2,000 of their 
men, and putting 10,000 of ihcnn *ors de 
« combat;** when I saw him after this, 
after so signal a victory, ** foi bidding ap?/r- 
suit,** and, on ihccontrary, turning upon 
his heel and making of}' back towjirds Lis- 
bon ; after seeing this, it was quite impos- 
sible for me tu doubt, that his plan w'as to 
draxo the enemy after him some whither or 
other ; and, accordingly, it now appears, j 
that this deep laid scheme of drawing the | 
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enemy from the frontiers to Torres Vedras, 
a distance (including all the windings) of 
not less than 400 good miles, has succeed- 
ed even beyond expeePation, and, perhaps, 
beyond the limits of the most ardeiil 

wishes. One cannot, however, help 

being a little staggered at the idea ol' this 
cunning Frenchman having been so de- 
ceived, during such a length ol time, and 
1 am inclined, as to this point, to adopt the 
sentiments, so well and so forcibly ex- 
pressed by the Editor of ih»: Times, on 

the 20th instant : Still it caniic-t 

“ enter into our conception but that JVlas- 
" sen a must hut be ensuring his more abso^ 
•* lute ruin by these desperate movements 
" in the face of a superior and victorious 
army ; they are the most singularly dar* 
" ing of any that ever occurred in military 
history. Massena may have been urged 
" to fhis rapid advance through the wants 
" of his army, and the hope of anticipating 
** by his celerity the destruction of the ic- 
** sources of the country, according to the 
“ system hithcito prac tised by the Fnglisli 
" (jJeneral ; and A' famine is waiving upon 
•• our enemy, it may have been as well to 
sufftT SO useful an ally to peform its com- 
** plele work, and to clear a fne lange and 
*' scope for its opt rations, before w e put in 
" aid the sword : if, indeed, the latter is yet 
** to terminate the dispute, w'e hail it as an 
auspicious omen that the conllict will 
** take place near a spot already consc- 
^•^cratecl to the glory of the British name, the 
** town of Viniiera.'*— — i’lie armies, how'- 
evQ% passed ihrongh, or l)y, ttiis town, at 
the disiance of about 20 miles from where 

they now' are. Tl.is idea of ourcleai ing 

a fiee range and scope for the operations 
of our ally, famine, is beautiful, and oj'.eiis 
to one quite a nesv view of the maile r. 
But, with siibinission, this clearing the 
scope for our ally may have been carried 
a little too far; bccau'^e, we all know, how 
very formidalilc liunger is to the oppo- 
nents of the hungry party. It is said, you 
knows that hunger will break through 
stone umlls, and, ihereforc, we should, by 
no means, be desirous of seeing an afiiiy, 
under such influence, assailing our lorti- 
fled positions.'' If, therefore, I w'cie to 
venture to point out any part of the cam- 
paign, in which I' think it po^i^ihle, that 
our Commander has commined a little 
oversight, it would be th it he did not leave 
some little matter of eatables and drink- 
ables to amuse the French on the way be- 
tween Coimbra and Torres V eoras. But, 
he knows best ; and, perhaps, the sooner 
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ibcy got to him the better ; the sooner he 
<h*evv them into his last tr<'p, the sooner 

would they be destroyed, h'loni the 

above-inserted Bulltlir^ it appears, tliar our 
army reached its long- meditated destina- 
tion on the 7ili and Slii instani, and that. 
on the last-mentioned day, the periodic^ 
rains set in. Thiu seems to have been 
owing to something of a super-rnitural in- 
terposition; and it will, doubtless, be as- 
cribed- to ** Divine Providence,’' under 
which we have, agreeably to the expres- 
sions we so often see made use of, been so 
long carrying on tiie good cause. That 
we should have tine weather to get along 
all our cannon J\nd baggage ; that the Sun 
should shine^ 'till our army got into the 
houses and huts ; and that the rain should 
instantly set in, and, as it were^ fall 
on the Prench without mercy, is, really, j 
very surprizing ; but, there is no re-ason- 
ing against facts, and this fact, be it ob- 
served, is comuiunicaied to us in a Govern- 

ment Bulletin. Let us now, by way of 

conclusion, take one more look at the re- 
lative situation f»f the two armies, the con- 
flict between nliom has, in all probabdity. 
taken place some days back, seeing that 
theF: ench were in such distress lor pro- 
visions, and, in the language of onr auiho- 

Titles, had nothin<r, In tlic Coouieu of 

this evening, it is slated, m express 'erm», 
that our CoinnnmU r haspLmnd, (ui h^s 
lines, twelve hundreu pieces of cannon, which, 
at one piece in every ihirtij jour yards, 
would reach twenty -three miles, leaving, for 
that distance, scarce! y room for a single 
Frenchman to creep through, though there 
were neither horse nor foot to opposci him. 
The same print saya«, that the right of our 
line will be sup [tor ted b}' gun-boats 
and launches from the , men of war; that 
(which can surprize nobody) Lord Talaveia 
is rather dtsirous that Massena should at- 
tack him where he now is ; that this posi- 
tion has been strongly fortifying tVoin the 
copimencemint ol the campaign; and 
that “ Lord Talavera (when Sir Arthur 
Wellesley) has been heard lu say, that, 
** ifjio could have the choice of an}' giound 
** to contend with the Ficnch army upon, 
it should be Toires Vedras,' where he 
** now is,'* a choice, w liich, when we con- 
sider the security of the position, any fond 
mother would, doubtless, make on behalf 

of a darling sou 'Ihe Morning Post 

says, that nothing in nature can exceed 
the strength of our position ; that .supplies 
of all sorts are constantly moving from 
LUbon towards the lines; that, the city 


of Lisbon exhibits scenes truly warlike 
and teirdic to tlm cin;my ; soldiers and 
officer? at every step; proCL-sioiis of carts 
of 40,50, and (jO, at a time w ith piovisions; 
commissaries w.igguns in dozens; rnulea 
loadeil with biscuits in immense numbers; 
artillery moving along the stieets towards 
the army ; prisoners and dcscrtcis arriv- 
ing 3 or 400 at a time, and pmicc horse 
ypurds patroling the sticcis in every direc- 
tion; that while all is tlin«i bustle and 
preparation and vigour and plenty on our 
side, on the side of the eneniy all is mi- 
sery, dejection, and languor; and, that, 
such is the stFite to which Massena is, at 
last, reduced, “ our jipt resentment against 
“ him and his army, almost yields lo that 
" compassion, vvhicli is th'*i]ainral i lfect of 
Biili di generosity toward.'^ a./h//c7z 
'* and vvtncb, while we detest his atrocious 
** crimes, bids us spare ftis /zVc.”--— 
Thus ends (or in a few day« mu.s. end, if 
our intelligence be triu") the campaign in 
Portugal; and, 1 trust, that sucli an u.o 
will he made of success, pureh 'sed witli 
so much treasure, valour, suliliinj, and 
blood, as will form some roniptns itioii tt> 
the country, to hot !i countnes indeed, for 
all the sacrdiceN tlity have been called 
upon to make, and have made, in order to 
insure it. To have defcateil the French, 
to have cleared Portugal ol iliem, will 
hav<3 been doing mucli in lim way of' 
militaij }ilo)y ; it will have been doing 
inncb for own onr faiii^i, and have given a 
severe blow to the fame of the enemy ; it 
will, perhaps have done more, towards the 
checking of the progiess of Fiance, than 
.ill that even vve have done before. It 
will have removed llie ilanger to have 
been apprehended as to an attack upon 
Ireland from the jjorts of Portugal, if 
those ports had not been thus pievented 
(for ever, let us hope) iVom getting into 
the possession of the Fiench. Thi.s will 
be of great value to us ; and, besides, 
there is every reason to suppose, that this 
terrihle exain[)le made upon the army of 
Massena. will produce in the minds of the 
French ssuldicrs, such a dread of us, as ef- 
fectually to set aside all thoughts of an 
invasion of this or the Sistei Island ; for, 
if we thus beat them in a foreign country, 
under many disadvantages upon a general 
scale, what should we do with them here, 
where th'e very women and children would 
assist in knocking out their brains ? — ^ 
But, while I clearly see, and am, I trust, 
as ready as any man to acknowledge, the 
vast benefits of this total overthrow of tli€ 
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French power in Portugal, and though I, 
by no means; wish to ste any change of 
ministry, being of opinion, that such 
change would produce no one good what- 
ever to the country, and would even re- 
tard any good that is to be hoped for ; 
though these are my sentiments, as to these 
points, I cannot agree with the Morning 
Post in the unqualified praises, winch 
it bestows upon the Ministers for having 
projected the defence of Portugal and 
having reinforced our army there wdth 
every regiment that could be spared. It 
is very well to boa:»l, now the result has 
been so fortunate; bir, what would have 
been the tone, if the result liad been 
the contrary ? What would Iiave been 
said, if Lord Talaveta and ins army had 
been one half of them cur to pier *, s and 
captured and the other h.alf driven hcher- 
skeller, head-over-hceir., on board their 
shipping, and sent sprawling u|Mm our 
shores like a parcel of h:ill-drowned sheep 
in flood time? It is very good boasting 
now; but we arc to consnicr, not only 
what 29, but also what ?jught have been; 
and, if do this, we shall, 1 think, he 
persuaded, that the Ministers and their 
friends, ought to rest satisfied with ino- 
deration in their triumph. 

Jeffery.-- — The Morning Post of to- 
day, as well as several other of the news- 
papers, contain the following paragraph, 
from which it appety’s, that this poor fel- 
low is actually alive ; — A private letter 
from Portsmouth, dated Sunday, has 
the following: — Jeffery, the seaman, 
** was this day discharged from the n.av^, 
" by order of the Lords Coinmissioiicrs of 
the Admiralty. He was imnicdialely 
brought on shore by Captain Proctor, of 
the Thistle, and set off for London, with 
“ two Gentlemen, one of whom was said 
to be the Attorney qf the JIvii, Warwick 
“ Lake, and the other a friend. Captain 
'' Proctor had been sent to Boston by Sir 
John Warren, with tin* necessary docn- 
ments lobring Jeffery to England. *Iio 
** found him working at his trade as 
a blacksmith. Jeliory’s accouui of 
'' the transaction has appeared before 
the public : he now states nothing 

'* new concerning it.'' 1 have no 

room to say much upon this subject ; but, 
reader, is it not (if this ha true) dxceed- 
good to see the company that Jef- 
fery is got into, upon his anival in Eng- 
land ? JLake*9 Attorney, above all men in 
the world 1 Lake's Attorney to go to re- 


ceive Jeffery, i\\\i\ escort him to Londmt 
Lake’s Attorney ! And a friend /” A 
friend of Lake, of course. li,Av kind they 
are become alt at oiicf^. How ttndei^ 
hearted. Just as if there were uo such 

place as Sombrero in the world U-- 

this will not suflUce. Lake’s Attorney 
may, perhaps, sottle the matter with the 
poor fellow; but, something is now to be 
done to prevent any other English sailor 
ever being tieated in the same way again; 
and, this, doubtless, will be done, the mo- 

nicntlhat the Parliament meets. Lakcg 

Attorney^ Who would have thought it? 

That the man is r<‘ally coma them 

can, 1 should hope, he now no doubt ; 
but, we shall see more of the matter in a 
few days. 

W b CGBBETT; 

State Prison, AViwgalc, Tuesday, 

(October 23, 1810. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Fisxnce. — Instructions, relative to Commerce, 
?ii the North. Ifjth Sept. 1810 . CCoif 
duded from p. 7 04 .) 

"h A minute vviil be drawn 

up of the delivery of each licence, to bo 
signed by the Consul and the Director of 
the Customs ; and notified to the mditary 
commandants at Hamburgh, Bremen, and 
Lnbeck ; who will report thereon to your 
Excellency, 'fliis minute, besides the 
descriptions in the body of the licences, 
will Contain a specification of the pack- 
ages of ail the anioies of merchandize 
composing iho cargo of the vessel. — 4. 
The same day tliai the vessel seta sail, tlie 
niiht.ny cornmundunls must apprize 
ihereol, and also .notify the same to 
your Excellency. The miliiary com- 
mandants will thus coLilinue to notify the 
departure of every vessel sailing from any 
of these ports.— The dc.stiimtion of the ves- 
sels will be for Dunkirk, Nantes, and 
Euurdeaux.— b. For every licence there 
must be paid :tt the Port of Departure, and 
to the 'rreasury of the Customs, the sum 
of tjO francs f »r each ton of the burthen 
of the vessel for vvhich the licence shall 
have been granted. — 0. The vessels pro- 
vided with licences may proceed direct to 
their port of destination in Frin< e, withy 
out being liable to be questioned for hav« 
ing been visited by English men of war or 
privateers. They' may even land in a 
poit of England the w'hole or such part at 
they may think proper, of their cargo^ 
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without beidg questioned for ’ having 
touched in England.— 7. These vessels 
will be admitted into ihe ports of France, 
either in ballastf or with such articles of 
the merchandize of the North as arc use- 
ful to the marine ; and also with the pro- 
ductions of the soil of Germany and Po- 
land, permitted to he imported into France, 
conforming nevertheless to the laws, ta- 
rifs, and regulations relative to the French 
customs — 8. Licenced vessels entering 
the ports of France above-mentioned may 
load, in return, wines, brandies, merchan- 
dize of Fiench manufacture, and all other 
productions of the soil or industry of 
France ; grain and flour of every descrip- 
tion excepted. — 9. Each licence will be 
in force only for a single voyage, includ- 
ing the going and returning. On* re-ar- 
rival at the port of departure a frc.sh li- 
cence may be obtained on the same con- 
ditions. — 10. The master of any vessel 
inclined to sail from the ports of Ham- 
burgh, Bremen, and Lubeck, with a car- 
go, consisting exclusively of all other 
merchandize, of timber, spars, hemp, and 
other articles of the North, proper for Ihe 
service of the French marine, may apply 
to the Diieclors of the Customs in ihe 
ports of France respecting the disposal 
of his cargo. — 11. The laws relative to 
the embargo must be re-published, and 
put in full force in the .hree ports before 
mentioned. 


England. — Famous Horse Guards’ Order 
about the honours to the Conquerors in 
Spain and PoriugaL-^9tk Sept. 1810. 

His Majesty fiaving been graciou.sly 
pleased to command, that, in commemo- 
ration of the brilliant victories obtained 
by d i visions of his army over the enemy 
in the battles of Roleia, Vimiera, also in 
the several instancc.s where the cavalry 
had an opportunity of distinguishing 
themselves against the enemy in Spain, 
and in the battles of Corunna and Tala- 
vera de la Reyna, the under-mentioned 
oflicers of the army, present on those oc- 
casions, should enjoy the privilege of 
wearing a medal ; and his Majesty hav- 
ing approved of the medal which has been 
struck, is pleased to command that it 
should be worn by the (jcneral Ollicers, 
suspended by a ribbon of the colour of the 
s4sh, with a blue edge, round the neck ; 
and by the Commanding Officers of corps 
(not being of rank inferior to Lie'ui.-Col.), 
and the Chiefs of Military Departments, 


attached by a ribbon of the same colour 
to the button-hole of their uniform:— His 
Majesty has also been pleased to com- 
mand, that the medals which would have 
been conferred upon the Officers who 
have fallen at or died since the above- 
named actions, shall, as a token of respect 
for their memories, be deposited with their 
respective families. — Lieutenant-Generals. 
— yir John Moore, K. B. Sir David Baird, 
Sir John Hope, K. B. Mackenzie Fraser, 
Lord Paget, and Viscount Wellington, K. 
B. — Major-Generals. — Sir John Sherbrook, 
K. B, William Payne, Loid W. Bentinck, 
Hon. Edw. Paget, Sir Brent Spencer, K. 
B. Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. Rowland 
Hill, Coote Manningham, W. Carr Bere.s- 
ford, Ronald Craufurd Fergusson, Hen^y 
Warde, James Leith, John Randoll iVr 
Kenzic, and Christopher Tilson.— Briga- 
dier Generals. — John Slade, Moore Dis- 
ney, William Palmer Acland, Miles Night- 
ingall, Alexander Campbell, Henry Fre- 
derick Campbell, Richard btewart, Hon. 
Charles Stewart, Ernest Baron Langworth, 
Al.in Ciimeron, Bernard Fbord Bowes, 
ifenry Fane, Robert Anstrulher, George 
Anson, James Catlin Craufurd, and F')d« 
ward llovvarth (Artillery). — Colonels.— 
Sigesmund Baron Low, King’s German 
Legion; Robert Cheney, 1st Foot Guards, 
3d Battalion; W. Anson, 1st Foot Guards, 
1st Battalion; John Stratford Saunders, 
01 St Foot; ATulrew Hay, 1st Battalion 
Royals; James Ksmin is, '10th Foot; Ro- 
bert Burne, .SOth Foot ; Rufanc Shaw 
Donkin ; lion. Edward Slopford, 3d Foot 
Guards; (ieorge Townsend Walkci*; ,(>0th 
Foot; Samuel Hawker, l4lh Light Dra- 
goons; and George Murray, 3d Foot 
Guards (Quarler-Master-Gcueral). — Lieu- 
tenant-Colonels. — George Duncan Dium- 
raund, 24th Foot ; Richard Hulse, Cold- 
stream Guards; George Leigh, 10th Light 
Dragoons; William Guard, 45th Foot; 
James Wynch, 4th Foot; Oliver Thomas 
Jones, 18ih Light Dragoons ; Denis Pack, 
71st Fool; Sir Granby Thomas Calcraft, 
3d Dragoon Guards; Lord Robert Edward 
Henry Somerset, 4th Dragoons; Robert 
Ross, 20ih Foot ; Alexander Napier, 92d 
Foot; Joseph Fuller, Coldstream Guards; 
Ralph Darling, 5 1st Foot ; Sir Windham 
W. Dalling, 3d Foot Guards; James Stir- 
ling, rjd Foot ; John Harding, command- 
ing Royal Artillery; Samuel Venables 
Hinde, 32d Foot; Colquhoun Grant, 15th 
Light Dragoons; James Lyon, 97th Foot; 
Sir William Myer.s, 7th Foot; Thomas 
Sidney Beckwith, D5ih Foot; Charles D* 
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Taylor 2 (Hh Dragoons ; Honourable George 
A. F. Lake, 29th Foot; Frederick de 
Areiischild, 1 st Light Dragoons King's 
German Legion; Philip Cameron, 79th 
Foot; Alexander Gordon, 83d Foot; 
Richard Hussey Vivian, 7th Light Dra- 
goons; Charles Donnellaii, 1 st Battalion 
48th Foot; Charles P. Belson, 1 st Batta- 
lion, 28th Foot: James Muter, 3d Foot; 
John Stewart, 9th Foot; Henry Torrens, 
89th Foot; Daniel White, 29th Foot; 
John Brauns, 2 d Line Battalion King’s 
German Legion; Henry Seymour, 23d 
Light Dragoons; George Ridout Bing- 
ham, 53d Foot; lion, (’harles Greville, 
SiSih Foot; William Maxwell, 1 st Batta- 
lion, 261 h Foot; Chailc '4 Fane, 59ih Foot; 
Jainrs Bathurst, (iOth Foot; Hoylet Fra- 
Miiiighani, coininanding Royal Artillery ; 
John B. Mackenzie, 5ih Foot; Robert 
BarclaVj 52d Foot; William Henry Bun- 
bury, 3 d Foot, commanding 1 st Battalion 
of Detach iiu rits; William Robe, com- 
manding Unyal Artdlcry ; George James 
Biuerc Tucker, Deputy Adjutant-Gene- 
ral; John Cameron. 9ih Foot, Jasper Ni- 
2 d B.ittalM)!!, M*.h Foot; (icorge 
Henry ])MCunortli,2(I Battalion 4SthFoot; 
John l\os«, 52d Foot, 2 d BAitalion; Wil- 
liam iM'goli W yatt, 2 d B'Ualion 23d Foot; 
William Iro'uonger, 2 d Foot ; Archibald 
Drummond, 3d Font; ivlward Copson, 
5th Fo<it, 2 d Baiialioii Detachments; 
Homy Crmfurd, 1 st Battalion 9th Foot; 
Fdwurd Hull, 2 d IkiUalion 431 Foot; 
William D iiiglas, 9 1st Foot; Cinchester 
Macdonneii, 82cl Foot; and hicliard Flet- 
cher, comiiiandiiig Royal Kiigimcrs. — By 
his M ijesty's command, David Dundas, 
Commander in Chief. 


France.— -D ecree, rehding to the Debt in 
Holland . — Dated, Tuilleries, Sipt. 23, 
1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of tlic French, King 
of Italy, Protector of the Coni’edcratiori of 
the Rhine, Mediator of the Swiss Confe- 
deration. Wi'-hiiig to ensure the pay- 
ment of all the arrears of ilie Go' em- 
inent of Holland, anteiior to its iin on 
with the French Empire, we have decreed, 
and do decree, as follows ; 

TITLE i. 

Arrears qf the Ministerial Services of IFolland, 
^ Art. 1. The 21' millions due by the Mi- 
nister of Holland for services performed 
prior to 1810, comprising the sum of 
2/700,000 francs, decreed but not paid. 


shall be reimbursed and liquidated, ac- 
cording to the manner hereafter stated. 

TITLE II^ 

Liquidation of the Arrears qf Ministerial 

Services. 

2. There will be established at Amster- 
dam -a Council of Liquidation, presided 
by a Master of Requests of our Council of 
State.— 3. All the arrears of debts for 
services performed and not paid shall be 
revised and liquidated before the Jst of 
July, 1811. — 4. Every nioiiih, commence 
ing from the 1st of November in xt, the 
state of liquidation of the preceding 
month shall be sent by the Arch-'l’reasurer 
to our Minister of Finance, to be sub- 
mitted to our approbation. — 5. Our Mi- 
nistry of Finance shall trail on it the state 
of liquidation, which shall have been ap- 
proved, •to our Minister of the Public 
Treasury, who shall cause the debts 
agreeable to t he said statement to be paid 
III bills called Bills of the Syndicat of 
Holland. 

TITLE III. 

Of Bills of the Syndicat qf Holland. 

0. Our Minister of ihc Treasury shall 
cause 24,000, 000 nf IVilfs of the Syndicat 
of lloliiind, of .H)0 liancs each, to be 
made ; tluiy shall be signed by the Secre- 
tary of the Syndicat. — 7. These 2 1, 000,000 
of bills shall be divided into four series 
of Q,00o,000 each Each scries will be 
payable from year to year, commencing 
irom Uie Isr ol January, 18/2, at the rate 
of 500,000 fraiirs j>er month. — 8. The 
bills of the Syndicat of Holland will be 
conforuiabie to the subjoilied models. — 9. 
They wili be given in payment to the 
creditors. The payment will be made in 
Holland by the Payma.ster of sundry ex- 
prnces, Ihe first distribution of the bills 
of the Syndicat will be in favour of those 
posses.sing orders, not paid, on the Trea- 
sury of iloUand. — 10. The bills of the 
Syndicat of Holland will he received in 
payment of the arrears of contributions^ 

TITLE IV. 

Of the Syndicat of Holland. 

II. There shall be formed at Amster- 
dam a Syndicat of thirty members, at the 
head of which will be our State Counsellor 
Appeliiiis. — 12. The Syndicat shall be 
charged with the payments of the bills of 
the Syndicat of Holland, at the perioci 
they become clue ; for this purpose they 
shall watch over and accelerate the re« 
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reipts of contributions in arrear to the 
1st of January, 1810, and especially the 
payments resulting from the ratification 
of the llegisicrs,*tu the amount of 21- mil- 
lions. — 13. The Syndicat of Holland will 
have a parliciilar chest, in which will be 
deposited the produce of the arrears of 
contribution. It may, by a division of 
the Council, allow some time to the debtors 
when it has more funds than are neces- 
sary for paying the bills. It may like- 
wise employ a part of the excess of the 
recovered an ears, in accelerating the 
payment of bills by anticipation, and be- 
fbre they fill due. Tlie Council will 
settle in a confcieiice, the scries or sec- 
tion of series of bills of the JSyndicat 
which will prolii by this anticipated pay- 
ment. — 11-. We reserve to ourselves to 
decree, if there is occasion, when the de- 
finitive agccount shall have been presented 
to us, respecting what remains due above 
the 24t millions. 

TITLE V. 

Qf the Payment of the Interest of Arrears of 
the Public Debt. 

15. The sum of 30 millions at which is 
valued the amount of interests and arrears 
of the public debt of Holland, from July 
1800, to Oct. 22, 1810, shall be paid in 
bills of 500 francs each, admissible in 
payment lor the Imperial domains of Hol- 
land, or the redemption of domain tithes 
of the same origin. — 16. There shall be 
deducted liom our domain revenues of 
Holland, an annual sum of 1,200,000 
francs, destined ♦o serve as a pledge for 
the payment of the interest of these 30 
millions. — 17. 'Ilhere shall be created by 
our public treasury, orders for payment 
at half-yearly periods of 500 francs, Ibr 
the sum of 30 millions, the amount of the 
said intercuts; these orders will be ad- 
missible in payment for Imperial domains 
and the domain tithes of Holland, they 
shall be delivered to the creditors to whom 
the ‘nterest is due from the public debt, 
by the Paymaster of sundry cxpences, in 
each chief town of the department. — 18. 
The Diiector of our domains and the do- 
main revenues of Holland, shall form a 
list of the country domains, of the domain 
tithes and houses which shall be sold, and 
the payment discharged in orders of our 
public treasurer, conformably to the above 
article.— IQ. The said domains shall be 
sold by public auction ; the country do- 
mains and domain tithes shall be jput at 
the rate of 25 times thq. amount ot their 


annual revenues, and the houses at 16 
times their yearly rent. — 20. The orders, 
admissible in payment of the said do- 
mains, will be transferable by the way of 
endorsement. An interest of 4 per cent, 
for the years 1812 and 1 3 1 .3, shall be at- 
tached to such of the orders as have not 
been employed in purchasing of domains 
during the year 1811. This interest will 
be first taken from the produce of the 

1.200.000 francs of the revenue deducted 
from the general budget. — 21. Our Mi- 
nister of Finance will render us an ac- 
count monthly of tiie amount of sales of 
domains, sold or redeemed from tithes^ in 
execution of the orders above. 

TITLE VI. 

Discharge qf divers other Credits. 

22. Our Caisse d' Amoriisseinent of 
France shall reimburse, at the stated time, 
the bills of exchange, payable by the 
Tieasury of Amsterdam for the service of 
the year FS08 and 1809, amounting to 

6 . 600.000 francs, including 172,000 francs 
for the loans made by the Tieasury of 
Holland upon diflerent pledges, and. 
the sum borrowed upon the depot of 
cloves, amounting to 1,60.5,000. — 23. The 
l,920,360lbs. of cloves, which are in the 
State warehouses in Lloliand, are to be 
placed at the disposiiion of the Caisse d* 
Amortisseineiit, vvhicli will take care to 
successively sell it upon the most advan- 
tageous terms. With the produce of the 
sales it will reimburse itself to the amount 
of the advances which it must make in 
the execution of the above article. — 24. 
Our cousin the Prince Arch-lVeasurer, our 
Lieutenaiit-Ceiieral in Holland, and our 
Ministers of Finance and the Treasury, 
are charged wuih the execution of this 
Decree. (Signed) Napoleon. 

lly the Emperor. 

(Signed) H. B. Duke de Bassano, 

'J'hc Minister and Secretary of State. 

Genoa. — Deare of Napoleon, relating to 
the Monks. — Stpt. 26, 1810. 

An Imperial Decree, dated the 1 3th of 
December, has been published here, by 
which all monastic orders and regular 
congregations of men and women, are 
dehuitively and entirely suppressed in 
the departments of Genoa, the Appenines, 
Montenotte, and Alps Maritime ; and, in 
consequence, all exceptions made by an- 
terior laws, decrees, and arrets, relative to 
the suppression of convents, in the said 
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departments, are revoked. The existing 
convents are t<» be shut up at the latest by 
the 15th of October next; and the reli- 
gious dress is not to be worn from tlie 
1st of November. 


FttANCE.— Ctwwwercw/ Decree, October 3, 
1810. 

Tlie exportation of French butter sliall 
be permitted, but it shall continue only 
until the price he raised: That is to say — In 
the department of the mouths of the Mease, 
in the marshes of Leyde and Delft, at two 
franks per kelogramme. — In the depart- 
ment of the Marsh of the Calvador, of the 
Lower Seine, of the Somme, and other 
rnaritime departments, at one frank and 
50 cents, per kelogramme.— The duties 
of exportation are fixed by the kelo- 
gramme at 25 cen*s. for the departments 
of the Calvador of the Lower Seine, of the 
Somme, and other departments of Old 
France.— At 20 cents, per kelogramme 
for the departments united in iSIO. 


France and Barhary. — Orders to tite, 
French Consuht resident at every port in 
Italy, — September 7, 1810. 

It is the intention of his Majesty the 
Fmperor, that Barbary vessels shall be 
treated in the same manner as Ottoman 
ships, as, like them, they may have loaded 
at Malta, and paid the duty of 20 per cent, 
to the English. — You, therefore, will im- 
mediately sequester all Barbary vessels 
which may be arrived, or which may ar- 
rive in the harbours of your division, with 
whatever goods their cargoes may consist 
of. — ^You will iniurm me as soon as possi- 
ble of the sequestration, laid as well on 
Barbary ships as on Ottoman vessels.— 
You will forw'ard to me (he Proces Verbal, 
with all the docutnetirs you may have col- 
lected relative to the circumstances of 
their voyage, the origin and nature of their 
cargo, and the insurances (if any) as well 
on ship as on cargo. 


Naples.— A' iwg Joachim’s Proclamation 
his Marine Army. — Camp of Melia, June 
23, lylO. 

Brave Sailors ; — The expedition again.st 
Capri has entitled you to the gratitude of 
your country ; and the battles of the *28ih 
June, 1 809, the 3rd of March, and the 9th, 
1 0th, 12th, and 22nd of this month, arc 
proofs of your bravery. Your King is 


satisfied with your behaviour.— But no- 
thing is done, so long as anv thing re- 
mains to be done. Sicily opuis to you a 
new field of glory ; the expeditioM for de- 
livering from the yoke of the enemy this 
beautiful part of my territories, is deier- 
mined on. The English shall be driven 
from that island, ,and tlie glory of the 
Neapolitan navy will be immortal. — Brave 
Sailors ! You will fulfil what I expect from 
you. The Great Napoleon fixes his eye 
upon you. In his name I confide to your 
intrepidity 20,000 of his braves, and 
10,000 of your countrymen. You will 
assert in the face of Europe the honour 
that is reserved for you to transport so 
glorious a trust, and pass thr; strait of 
Scilla. Yes, you will land these brave 
fellows on the opposite shore. The wind 
will favour your noble efibrts, and nought 
will remain for you but to give battle to 
aiienem^,who supposes himself invincible 
because the sea is between us ; an enemy 
that you have seen withdraw in the most 
cowardly manner from our islands, with- 
out attempting to land, as he had in.so- 
Jently announced in his numerous procla- 
mations; an enemy, in short, who docs 
nothing but burn oiir cities, and plunder 
and devastate the peaceable inhabitants of 
our coasts.— Brave Sailors, you will fight 
under the eyes of your King; he will al- 
ways be in the midst of you. Honour 
and rewards await you. The hearts of 
your countrymen in Sicily call upon you. 
Swejy to overcome all obstacles, to brave 
all dangers ; swear to conquer, and yon 
will cojaqner. 


Sicily. — The Ent^Hsh Commtindcr, Sir John 
Stuart’s Address to the British Troops 
in Sicily. — August^, 1810, 

The enemy, who announced his ap- 
proach with so much pomp, who pro- 
claimed to Europe his inlentiori to compel 
the Eiigli.sh, your allies, to withdraw' their 
assistance from you, and who founded, on 
the expected plunder of this happy island, 
his hopes of rewarding his exhausted le- 
gions ; this bragging enemy, who hardly 
having made the first j^tep, boasted that 
the fate of Sicily was almost decided, and 
who fixed the eyes of the whole world on 
his promised enterprise, has been forced 
to keep his boats drawn up for their secL- 
lity under the battcrie.s of the opposite 
shore of Calaliria. — For two months he haa 
remained ingloriously hesitating on the 
margin of that strait, the bairier between 
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you and hla oppretsion; and he draws 
back at the sight of that element, upon 
which the force of his nation has only met ! 
with disgrace, and sees snatched from 
him a spot guarded by troops who hear 
his menaces with scorn, and view his spu- 
rious eagles with the mast perfect indif- 
ference.— Brave and loyal Sicilians ! You 
have anticipated the paternal wishes of 
your gracious Sovereign, who has told 
you, that by your fidelity towards ins al- 
lies, be would judge of the place which 
he held in your afl'uctions. It is for the 
preservation of his throne and for your 
pwn safety that we contend. — Noble in- 
habitants of Messina ! a connection of 
years has made us as well known to you 
as brothers ; like brothers you have join- 
ed us at the first sound of impending at- 
tack. In the exemplary zeal and loyalty 
of your respectable governor, we have 
found the most efficacious supp&rt to our 
measures for counteracting it. Your prin- 
cipal magistrates, your nobles, have as- 
sisted us with their authority. Your citi- 
zens have laboured for us, and have ob- 
tained the reward of their labours. In 
our anxiety for your defence, you will 
judge of the seniiments which unite us to 
you. Persevere with firmness in the no- 
ble spirit which you now shew. Reject 
with scorn the title of subjects, with which 
the Usurper has the insolence to insult 
you. Let the enemy know that your 
sailors, your soldiers, and your citizens 
feel no other jealousy to their allies, ex- 
cept who shall be first in the glorious 
contest for the common cause. Ajid rely 
with security, that wherever the standard 
of your lawful Sovereign shall be dis- 
played in union with the banners of his 
august ally our King, we shall have but 
one destiny as we have but one cause, and 
that we will never separate except in the 
last extremity. 

Spain.— ife/f qf the Cortez. — Sept. 24, 1810. 

Don Ferdinand VII. by the grace of 
Gou, King of Spain and of the Indies, and 
in his absence and captivity, the Council 
of Regency, authorisW ad interim, to all 
to who/n these presents come : Know ye, 

? hat in the general and extraordinai y 
ortes, assembled in the Koval Isla oi 
Leon, it is resolved and decreed as follows : 
The Deputies who compose this Congress, 
9nd who represent the Spanish Nation, 
declare themselves legitimately consti- 
tuted in General and Eittraordinary Cortes, 


and that in them resides the National So- 
vereignty.— -The General and Extraordi- 
nary Cortes of the Spanish Nation, assem- 
bled in the Royal Isla of Leon, conform- 
ins; wholly to the general will, pronounc- 
ed in the most energetic and public man- 
ner, acknowledge, swear, and proclaim 
anew, as their only and legitimate Sove- 
reign, i>enor Don Ferdinand VII. of Bour- 
bon ; and declare null, of no value or ef- 
fect, the cessiiin of the Crown said to be 
made in favour of Napoleon, not only on 
account of the violence which attended 
those unjust and illegal acts, but piinci- 
pally on account of their waning the 
con«:ent of the Nation.— It not being suita- 
ble that the Legislative Power, the Exe- 
cutive and Judicial, should he united ; the 
General and Extraordinary Cortes declare 
that they reserve to themselves the exer- 
cise of the Legislative Puwej* in all its ex- 
tent. — The General and Extraordinary 
Cortes declare, that the persons to whom 
they delegate the executive power, in the 
absence of our Icgiiimare King and Lord 
Don Ferdinand Vll are responsible to the 
nation during the time of iheir adminis- 
.tration, conformably to the laws. — The 
(icneral and Extraordinary (fortes autho- 
rise the individual of the Council of Re- 
gency, that they, under that same deno- 
mination, in the mean time, and until the 
Cortes choose a Government more suita- 
ble, exercise the Executive Power. — The 
Council of Regency, acting under this 
authorisation, declared anteriorly, shall 
acknowledge the national sovereignty of 
the C7ortes, and ohall swear obedience to 
the laws and decrees which emanate from 
them ; for which purpose, it shall pass im- 
mediately, when this decree is made 
known to it, to the Hall of the Sittings of 
the Cortes, ho wait for its perforniing 
this act, and are in permanent sitting. — It 
is declared, that the Ibniiula of acknow- 
ledgment and oath, to he taken by the 
Council of Regency, is as follows Do 
you acknowledge the Sovereignty of the 
nation represented by the' deputies of 
these general and extraonlinary Cories ? 
Do you swear to obey their decrees, laws, 
and the constitution to he cstahli.shed ac- 
cording to the sacred ends for which they 
are united, and to order them to be ob- 
seived, and to make them be executed ? 
to preserve the independence, the liherly, 
and tnirgrity of the nation } the Catholic 
Apostolic Roman Religion? the monarchi- 
cal government of the kingdom ? to re- 
establish on the throne our beloved King 




3Don Ferdinand VII. of Bourbon ? and to 
Act in everj' thing for the good of the 
Suto r According as you act thus, may 
God assist you ! but if otherwise, you 
shall be responsible to the nation con- 
formably to the laws.— The General and 
Extraordinary Cortes appoint for the pre- 
sent, that all the tribunals and courts of 
justice established in the kingdom, do 
continue administering justice according 
to the laws. — ^I'he General and Extraor- 
dinary Cortes confirm for the present all 
the civil and military authorities, of what- 
ever class they may be.— The General 
and Extraordinary Cortes declare, that 
the persons of the Deputies are inviolable, 
and that no action can be brought by any 
authority, or any individual, against the 
Deputies, except in the terms which shall 
be laid down in the General Regulation 
about to be formed, and for which pur- 
pose a Committee shall be appointed.— 
The Council of Regency shall be made 
acquainted with this, and shall forthwith 
pass to the Hall of the Sittiiigsof the Cortes, 
to take the oath pointed out; deferring 
the publication and circulation of this De- 
cree in the kingdom, till the Cortes point 
out how it is to be done, which shall be 
declared \vith all expedition.— (Signed] 
Ramon Lazaro De Dou, President. PWa- 
BisTO pF'.REz De Castro, Secretary.— 
Royal Islaof Leon, Sept. ISIO, at 11 
o’clock at night. 

Spain. — AcU of the Coftes, — Sept, 25, 1810. 

By a Decree, dated the 25th of Sep- 
tember, the Cortes are to be addressed by 
the title of Majesty ; and the Executive 
Power by that of Highness. The publi- 
cation of the law's which emanate from 
the Cortes, is to be made in the following 
manner Don Ferdinand VII. by the 

f race of God, King of Spain and the In- 
ies, and in his absence and captivity the 
Council of Regency authorised ad interim, 
to all to whmn these presents come : Know 
ye, that iti^le general and extraordinary 
Cortes assembled in the Royal Isle of 
Leon, it has been resolved and decreed as 
follows,” &c. The same Decree requires 
all Civil, Military, and Ecclesiastical au^ 
thorities, to acknowledge and take the 
oath of obedience to the General Cortes of 
tlie nation. 


Spain.— Memorial ad- 
drtued by the Council of Begency to the 


General and Extraordinary Cortes, and 
the Royal Decree in Answer, 

Senor The Council of Regency de- 
sires nothing with so much ardour as to 
I convince the nation of flie profound re- 
spect which it feels for the laws, and of 
its proper performance of the arduous 
functions which have been committcu to 
its charge. Guided by this principle, 
which shall always be the rule of its con- 
duct, it hesitates not a moment to take the 
oath of obedience to tiie laws and decrees 
which emanate from the Cortes, agreeably 
to the copy of the Decree which your 
Majesty addressed to the Council by a 
deputation. — In that same Decree, by 
which your Majesty reserved to yourself 
the exercise of the Legislative Power in 
all its extent, it was appointed that the 
Council of Regency should in the mean 
time, and until the Cortes elect a Govern- 
ment wlfich may be more suitable, exer- 
cise the executive power, under responsi- 
bility to the nation, conformably to the 
laws. The Council of Regency cannot 
stir a single step in the diihcult career of 
the authority entrusted to it without know- 
ing beforehand the precise limits of the 
responsibility to which that Decree sub- 
jects them ; for how can they regulate 
themselves by it, if they know neither it» 
latitude nor the boundaries by which it is 
circumscribed ? If itbe not clearly aim dis- 
tinctly pointed out, what are the obligations 
of the Executive Power, and what are the 
powers that arc conceded to it ? Without 
this clear and precise distiuctioii, the re- 
sponsii^lity expressed in the Decree will 
remain without clfect ; for the line of se- 
paration between both powers, not being 
fixed by our ancient laws,* nor the powers 
peculiar to each, the Council of Regency 
will find itself between two extremes, in 
danger of stumbling upon either, notwith- 
standing all it may do to avoid it ; either 
at one time exercising an authority, 
which may, in the opinion of the Cortes, 
not to be comprehended in the attributes 
of the executive, or omitting at another 
time, from the same respect for the laws, 
to use those powers which are necessarily 
included in the idea of the executive Go- 
vernment, and the free and expeditious 
exercise of which is at present rendered 
more necessary than ever by the circuni.- 
stanccs of the State. In proportion as 
these circumstances imperiously demand 
that there be a rapid and continued com- 
munication between the two amliorities, 
in order that they may contribute by thei^ 
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combined efforts to the satvatien of the i 
country, so it must be of the greatest im- 
portance that the mode of pursuing that 
obj»fCt be fi^ced and established by a De- 
cree.— The Council of Regency awaits, 
therefore, your Majesty's declaration 
first, what are the obligations annexed to 
the responsibility imposed by the said 
•Decree, and what are the distinctive 
powers which are entrusted to the execu- 
tive ; secinidly, what rule or order is to 
be followed in the communications which 
must necessarily and continually take 
place bptw(;en your Majesty and the 
Council of Regency — (Signed)'F'RANCisco 
De Saavedra, Xavier" De Castanos. 
Antonio De Escano. Miguel De Lar- 
DizAOAL T Uribe. 

Answer, 

The general and extraordinary Cortes 
declare, that in the Decree of the 24'th of 
•September of this year, limits have not 
been fixed to the powers which are proper 
to the executive, and that till a regulation 
be formed by the Cortes which may mark 
them out, it do exercise all that power 
which may be necessary for the defence, 
security, and administration of the State 
ih the present critical circumstances; and 
also that the responsibility which the 
Counml of Regency requires, exclude 
only the absolute inviolability which be- 
longs to the sacred person of the King. 
With regard to the mode of communica- 
tion between the Council of Regency Hiid 
the Cortes, till these shall establish a more 
convenient one, the mode now u(2.(ipted 
shall be followed. This shall be commu- 
nicated to the Council of Regency in an- 
swer to their memorial of the 26ih of the 
current month. — Given at the Royal Isle 
of Leon, at four in the morning of the 27tli 
of Sept. 1810 . — (Signed) Ramon Lazaro 
De Dou, President. Evaristo Perez De 
Castro, Manuel Luxam, Secrctarie*^. 

S^AiN. — Names of the Members of the Cortex, 

' Dbn Nicholas Maria de Sierra, Secre - 
tary, of State, Principal Notary ol the 
KHigdom, &c. makes known, tiiat the 
Council of Regency, constituted ‘u this 
royal isle of Leon "from the. iJ2d instant, 
inr expectation of the wi'^hed-for raonir^nr. 
of the installation of the General and Ex- 
traordinary Cortes, after having repeated 
the summons of convocation, circulated 
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by the central Junta, the opetiidg of which 
meeting was fixed for this day ; having 
caused it to be preceded by a most solemn 
public supplication for three days, to im- 
plore of the Father of Lights that illumi- 
nation which is requisite for fulfilling the 
sublime objects of a Congress of which 
there is no example in preceding ages, in 
respect of the universality of the national 
representation, which has been organized 
and assembled ; having arranged that, in 
order to accomplish as much as possible 
what is requisite for the Provinces unhap- 
pily occupied by the enemy. Deputies 
should be elected to supply these defi- 
ciencies from the emigrants from such pro- 
vinces; and the Divine inspiration being 
again implored by tlic mass of the Holy 
Ghost, celebrateil pontifically by the Car- 
dinal de Scala, Arobbishop of Toledo; 
and the moment having now arrived when 
the imtalhiion was to take place, it was 
arranged, that all the Sennrs Deputies 
from the free provinces, and those sup- 
plied for the provinces occupied, being 
met in the Royal Palace of Regency, 
should, in conjunction with the Supreme 
Council, pass forth to the parochial church 
of this Isle, where the mass of the Holy 
Ghost might be celebrated, and the hymn 
of Pbu Sanctc Spiriius be sung; after 
which, a short exhortation being deli- 
vered, the Sen^'.rs Deputies were to make 
profession of fidelity, and take the neces- 
sary oalh. All which was prepared and 
executed with that dignified grandeur 
which the iiUi-rest and sublimity of the 
object required, and the following Senors 
assembled in the said P.ilaci*. ami Hall 
destined for their reception ; Don Be- 
nito Ramon d(* Hermida, Di'puty for 
the kingftom of Galicia ; the Mar- 
quis de Villafraiica, for Alurcia; Don 
Felipe Amat, for the principality of Cata- 
lonia; D. Anionio Oliveros, for the pro- 
vince of Estremadura ; D. Riimon Pover, 
for the island of Porto Rico ; D. Ranlon 
Sail", for the city of HarceiojM^ D. Juan 
Valle, for Catahiiiia ; D. PiaCTR de Moii- 
tolin, for the ciiy of Tarragona ; D. Jose 
Alonzo y Lopez, for the Superior Junta 
of Galicia; D. Jo:-:e Rioboo, for the pro- 
vince of Saiulago ; D. J *se Cevi-ro, for 
»h It of Cadiz ; D ManUi l Ross, for that of 
S nuiago ; D. Francisco Papiol, for Gala- 
lorn, i; D. Pedro Pit, fi«r ihc superior 

Junta of Arag»>n ; 

( to be continued.) 
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** But it was urged that the Bank Bad temporary didicultieg to encounter, and thjt it iKluncd tiieni 
to adopt some mode of granting ndief to that important public body, 'fhe Uou.sr of Common^ iuiw- 
“ ever, knew nutliiog of this. No application wa^ made to tliem by the B)nk, n‘»r did it appf*ni* even Pn u 
** application had been made for the Order in Council; cp the coiitrnrv, it appeared that this fd.Ttii.ns 
council, instead of examining the Directors of the Bank, acted entirely upon the authority of Mio Chau- 
eellor of the Exchequer. Nay, wlut added to his surprise was. that ttoi one of the Hunk Dirt, lots who 
had siiats in that Hmiso, had ever come forteard and expressed an opinion upon the S'ljue in- 

•• formation was certainly necessary before the House Hanctlonrd so novel and daugeroivs a measuic. 
" They had heard of the Bank a short time ago lending two millions to Oovenunent, aii«l they had also 
** heaH of the dividends on Bank Stock increasing. Was it not niateridl to be informed therc'forc bow 
** they had o<ime to stop payment at a time when their aflairs seemed to be going on so prosperously 
—MR. SHERIDAN. Speech 28th Feb. 1807. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OP TUB 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter XIII. 

AUedged ability of the Bank — Proceedings 
out of doors for what was called support qf 
Public Credit^Mansion House Meetings 
Brook fVatson-^Quarter Sessions Resolutions 
^Privy Council ResolutUms^Represcntations 
qf the Venal Prints ^elatioe to these Resolu- 
tions — Real Origin qf the Mansion House 
Meeting^Directoi's prevail upon Mr. Pitt to 
have a private Meeting of Bankers at his 
House^Plan qf a public Meeting there laid — 
Peep behind the Curtain — Meeting of the 
Bank Proprietors — Declaration of the Go-, 
vemors, Air. Bosanquet and Mr. Thornton — 
These Declarcuions compared with the private 
jaimute qf the Batik — l^rivate Minute qf the 
hank, expressing their alarm for the Safety of 
the House, and for calling upon Mr. Pitt to 
know when he would interfere. 

(aentlemen, 

'VV'hen we look at the boa$t> referred to 
in the words of my Motto, and consider 
how many boasts of the same sort the 
Minister had uttered, and whicR he bad 
continued in the habit of uttering, down 
almost to the very hour of the Bank 
Stoppage, we cannot help wondering that 
he could longer endure his ‘ existence. 
What, then, will be the ^astonishment of 
posterity, to hear him, in a few months 


after that even!, speak of ii and of the 
measures growing out of it, as the happy 
means of srfety to the country ; and what 
will be their shame to find, that he was 
still confided in and supported ? 

As we proceed with the history of the 
measures of remedy which were now adopt- 
ed, \vc must not fail to pay particular at- 
tention to the opinions and doctrines, at this 
time expressed and laid down by the Mi- 
nister and his adherents, especially by 
those of his adherents, who had a more 
immediato interest in the concerns of the 
Bank of England. Wc must take care to 
bear in mind what they tAmsaid as to the 
origin, of the Order of Council for the 
Stoppage of Gold and Silver payments at 
th|? Bank ; what they said as to the nature 
and necessity of the measure ; what ihey 
said^s to the ability of the Bank to re- 
sume its payments ; and what they said 
as to the time of such resumption. What 
they then said, as to all these points, we 
must take care to bear in mind ; because, 
we shall have to compare it with what 
the same persons have said since, and 
have to shew how, in this case, as well 
as in so many others, the nation has 
been led on, by degrees, to acquiesce in 
what, if proposed to it all at once, would 
have made it shrink with aflright, or 
fired it with indigiiaLion. 

Before the House of Commons met, tJie 
day after the Message and Order of Coun- 
cil had been laid before it, that is to say, 
on the ^8th of February, 17D7, the Anti- 
.Licobin adherent.s of the Min'-ster had 
been hard at work out of ' doors- A meetin|; 
h id been called in the Mansion House, of 

the city of London con-sisting of 

Bankers, and others, the Chairman being 
2 A 
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the Lord Mayor, whose name was Brook 
Watson," who then, or very soon after- 
wards, filled the lucrative oftice of Commis- 
sary General to the and who was, in 

a v^ry few years alter that, made a Ba- 
ronet. The persons assembled upon this 
occasion proclaimed their resolution no/ 
to refuse bank notes in payment of any 
sums due to them, and to use their utmost 
endeavours to make all their payments in 
the same manner * ; which, as you will 
perceive. Gentlemen, was neither more 
nor less than resolving, that they would 
do their utmost to keep up their own 
credit and consequence, and, in fact, to 
preserve themselves from instant ruin. 

Similar Resolutions were passed in the 
country, where the Quarter Sessions hap- 
pening to be then taking place, the Reso- 
lutions were sent forth from the Jknch, 
with, of course, something of a magistenal 
weight and authority, as will be seen in 
the instance of the magistrates of 
Surrey, who, rvith Lotds Grantky and 
0/isloiu at their head, appear to have led 
the way I*. The Privy Council (pray read 

* My\NhlON.IIOUSE, LONDON.— 
February 27, 1707.— At a meeting of 
Merchants, Bankers, &c. held lierc tliis 
day, to consider of the steps which it may 
be proper to uvkc, to prevent Embarrass- 
ments to Public Credit, IVom the efilcts of 
any i!l-fo.indi*d or exaggerated Alarmr., and 
to support it with flue utmost cxcrtioiisiut 
the present important conjuncture.— The 
Loro Mvyou in the Chair; — KEsofevEo 
Unanimously, — That wc, the undersigned, 
being highly sengiblc how necessary the 
preservation of Public Credit is at this 
time, do most readily hereby declare, that 
we will not refuse to feceivc Bank Notes 
til payment of any sum of money to be 
paid to us; and w'c will use our utmost 
endeavours to make all our payments in 
the same manner. — Brook Watson, 

The resolution lies for signing at the 
following places ; London Tavern, Bishops- 
gate-iSircci ; Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
Strand ; St. Alban^s Tavern, St. Alban* s- 
StrcQt ; Three-Crown Coflee-housc, in 
Thrcel- Crown Court, Borough ; and at 
Lloyd^s Cnflec-house. 

t SURREY. — A.t the General Quarter 
Session of the Peace of our Sovereign Lord 
the King, holdcn at Saint Mary, Newing- 
ton, by adjournment, in and for the said 
County, on Thursday the 2d day of March, 
t7tf7.— W« whost names arc hereunto 


their names all over) had also a meeting 
upon the subject, and it was quite curious 
lo see the Judges and great |>en.sioners 
and even tho Ministers themselves, not ex- 
cepting the Lord Treasurer, publish- 
ing their promises to receive and to pay 
bank iiote.s, and, as far as depended oa 
them individually, to support the circula- 
tion of those notes +. 

subscribed, being desirous lo contribute, as 
far .as we can, to the support of the public 
and commercial credit of the k ngdom, at 
this important crisis, do hereby agree and 
hind ourselves to receive the Notes of the 
Bank of lingland in all payments as 
Money, and to support, as far as depends 
on us individually, their circulation for the 
public benefit. 

Grantlcy, Edward Layton, 

Onflow and Cranley, John Morgan, 

John Frederick, Peter Broadley, 

.fi.seph Shaw, M. Nolan, 

Thomas Evanco, (George Sliepley, 

RtL Carpenter Smith, Thomas Barrow, 

Geo>‘(>e Gritiin Stone- Francis Lawson, 

street, '.Tohii Jos. Shermer, 

.Tames Bulcock, Robert Forrest, 

William 11:11, John Pardon, 

Robert Burnclt, Edward Morris, 

Gidcwn Fonioier, Vitruvius Lawes, 

Benjamin liol ertson, Sfunuel Marryattr, 

Jonathan Stoiuird, W. D. Best, 

James Fclldnq;, Arthur Onslow. 

OrdoKd, Thai ihe Clerk of the Peaca 

do caiH'e llie above In be forthwith adver*» 
tiicd in Ihe Morning Pa])ers. — By the Court, 

Lawson. 

X At the Council Chamber, Whitehall, 
the 2t-th of February, 1797, — Present,— 
The Lords of his Ma jesty's most Honoura- 
ble Privy Council. — We, whose names are 
hereunto subscribed, being desirous to con- 
tribute, as far as we can, to the support of 
the public and commercial credit of this 
Kingdom at thia important crisis, do here- 
by agree and bind ourselves to receive the 
Notes of the Bank of England in all pay- 
ments ns Money, and to support, as far as 
depends on us individually, their circula- 
tion. 

J. Cantunr, Bute, 

Loughborough, C. Pcint)roke, ^ 

C bat 1 1 am, P. Westmorland, 

Dorset, Chesterfield, 

Leeds, Sandwich, 

Montroie, Drummond Hay I^n- 

Koxburgb, r.oul, 

PorilHnd, Marciesfield, 

Townsliend, Spciicer, ' 

Cornwallis, Liverpool, 
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These Meetings and their Resolutions 
furnished the venal prints with the pre- 
tence tor asserting, that the alarm was at 
an end ; that the people had had time to 
reflect, and that reflection could not fail 
to convince them, that there was no room 
for suspecting the solidity of the Bank. 
The meetings and resolutions (to wdiich 
latter, in Loddoii ihere were soijn obtained 
thous'inds of signaluies)- were represented 
as having been perfectly voluntary : that 
they were the spontaneous efleefs of pure 
public- spirit^ working in the breasts o{ loyal 
and disioteresied inrn, and, of ccuirse, that 
those who did not come hjrward to resolve, 
or to sign, were disloyal men. 

Gentlemen, stop with me here for a 
nijnute. Some oi’ you may have been in- 
duced, by these venal writers, to think ill 
of all those of your neighbours, who dis- 
approved of Mu, Pitt and his deeds; 
some of you may have been thus led, by 
the representations of these writers, to 
hate your honest neiglibours, to stigmatis^e 
them as Jacobins, and to suspect them, in 
fact, of treasonable designs ; some of you 
may, from this corrupt and deadly source, 
have had your minds so poisoned, and so 
perverted from their natural bias, as to 
have contributed towards lliose fatal divi- 
sions in the nation, the eilect of which, it 
is to be feared, your chiidren's children 
will ruf . Of MH h of you, therefore, as an- 
swer to this descripiioii, lei me beg the 
cartel attention/ while 1 devciopc the 
truejPouree ol the above-mentioned meet- 
ings and resolves, which, as you have seen, 
w'ere described, by the venal wiiteis, as 
being pcrjectly voluntary, and flowing from 
pure public-spirit. 

You will bear in mind, that the Order 
in Council was signed on b’unday, the 2Cith 
of Februaiy^, and that it was laid bt-fme 
the House t»f Commons on Monday the 
27th, on which last-mentioned day, the 
Mansion House Meeting, Mr. Brook 

MoriiinRt'o.i, HliNUY DUN DAS, 

‘Gower Sutherland, Cha. fownshend, 

Sydio y, C. F. OrcvilJc, V. C. 

Grenville, J- C. VILLI EIt3, 

Onsimv and Cranley, James GrevilU, 

'Walsingham, R.,P. Arden, 

Kei»von, 'Vm Wynne, 

Malmesbury, THOM ASS TEELK, 

Auckland, A. Macdonald, 

Sr. Helen’s, S, Douglas, 

Henry Addington, ■ V/. VVnidhRui. 

W. PITT, 


Wation in the Chair, took place. The 
next, Tuesday, the liSih, the Minister, 
in opening the way for his ftrgt motion 
about the law to saticiiou the Order in 
Council, said in allufion to tins meeting: 
" With respect to the first sb p to be con- 
" side red, the state of the B.mU, that aU 
ready has, in a great measure, liven as- 
certained by *the confidence of puhlic opi. 
** nioii. Of this public opinion the most 
** une(juivocal and satisfactory proofs have 
** been afforded, even xvithin the short spaco 
** that has elapsed since the minute <ff Council 
“ has been issued. It has been clearly 
** evinced, that there is no doubt entci- 
*' tained with respect to the solidity of 
the Bank to answer all the demands of 
“ its creditors.^' Thus he appeared to 
consider the rvsolution of the Meeting of 
the Bankers and Merchants as expressive 
of the opinions and feelings of the nation at 
l.irge, and, of course, as being a voluntary 
act, an act of their own, an act not, by any 
means, dictated ly him, or by the Bank, 
nor hatched or contrived by them. Tims 
the thing appeared to the world ; thus it 
appeared to the “ most thinking people in 
all Europe;*' lli.s w'as its outside look; 
but, let U.S now take a peep belli nd the 
curtain. 

For a wdiile no official documents were 
laid before Parliament, relating to the 
Stoppage. This was avoided by one 
means or another. But, it could not he 
Ijor ever avoided ; and, at last, some of the 
papers were laid before the Iloiisu of 
Coiiiiiions; but, by the time tliat these 
got priiitef. the public was lulled again, 
and the papers passed widi little or no 
notice. Amongst ihe^e papers was a mi- 
nute of the B.ani; Diuiictohs, res|icellng 
.in ** Interview jviih liie. Chancellor of 
'' the Exchequer (Mr. Pin) on the 21-lh 
'‘of February 1797;'* which, you vmH 
observe, was on the Vriday bfore, the Bank 
having issued Gold on Situr lay for the 
last lime. On liie Tliui sduy the luri upon 
the Bank had been very hard; and, the 
measure of Stoppage of cash-payment* 
seems to have then been looked upon a* 
settled. With this measure in their eye,^ 
the Bank Directors and Mr. Pitt did wfiat 
we shall see recorded in the following mi- 
nuic of the Bank Directors' P-'oevedings, 
under the date just meirioned, of the 2Uh 
of February, 1797. The Goveri.or and 
“ Deputy Governor this day waited on 
Mr. Pitt, to mention to him, that it 
" w/iuld, in the present tfircumstanceSf ba 
2 A 2 
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highly requi3ite> that some general meeting 
of the hankere and chitf merchants of Lon* 
" don should be held, in order to bring on 
" some resofatum for “the support of the 
public credit in (his alarming crisis; 
•' and took the liberty to recommend 

" to Mr. ritt, lo have a private meeting of 
** some of the chief bankers at his house to- 
morrow, at three o’clock, in which the 
plan for a more general meeting on Tues- 
dav or Wednesrlay next might be laid, 
in the propriety of which Mr, Pitt agreed, 
and said he would sttminon a previous 
•• meeting for to-morrow accordingly. This 
** was communicated by the Go\ernor to 
** the Committee.” 

Thus, Gentlemen, were ** the most think- 
** ing people in Europe” treated. Here, 
you sec the origin ; here you see the real 
cause, of the public* spirited meeting at the 
Mansion House ; here you see how lliosc 
pure and disinterested persons were put 
in motion. You have, heretofore, seen 
the show; but, you have now seen, as to 
this part of it, the funnels, puUies, pegs 
and wiics; and the only misfortune is, 
that you see them a little too late; though, 
1 trust, that the exposition may yet do 
sonic g<iod, and, at any rate, it must, I 
should think, make you a little less cre- 
dulous in future, a little less inclined to 
believe every word that comes forth under 
appearances like those above described. 

While Meetings were going on, in such, 
a jovial way, in all other quarters, it would 
have been strange indeed if the Bank itself 
had not had its meeting. This took place 
on 'Fhursday, 2nd of March, The Order 
of Council had beetf issued on the Sunday, 
26th of February ; it had been laid before 
the House of Commons on the 27th ; on 
the same day the Meeting had taken place 
at the Mansion-House ; on the 2Sth (as we 
•hall presently see) the conduct of ihe 
Bank began to be discussed in parliament, 
and it had been asserted there, that the 
Order of Council was the sole work of the 
governsmnt and not of ihe Bank ; the ma- 
nifest intention of which was to cause it to 
be believed, that the government ,/orced 
the Bank not to pay Us ^editors agreeably 
to its promissory notes ; and, that the Bank 
neither wanted nor wished any such mea- 
iure on its own account. Declarations to 
this amount had been made in parliament; 
but, it appears, that a repetition of them 
at a Bank Meeting was thought ncccsfeary ; 
and accordingly a meeting took place ; or. 


to use their own language, A Court of 
« Proprietors was held” on the day yost- 
mentioned, namely, the 2nd of March. 

At this meeting at the Bank, where one 
might have expected to see the Directors 
and Proprietors cloathed in sack-cloth and 
ashes, the first thing done was, the passing 
of a vote of THANKS to the Directors for 
having acted agreeably to the Order of Coun* 
cil, that is to say, for having availed them* 
selves of this Order to refuse payment of 
their promissory iioie>. to refuse payment 
of their just debts legally demanded. They 
had been guilty of a violation of the law, 
and for that violation they were thanked by 
their constituents, the stock Proprietors, 
who, in fact, were the Debtors of tne hold* 
ers of Bank notes 1 Having, with an imu* 
nimous voice, dispatched tnis part of the 
business of the day, the Govbruor of the 
Bank took, it appears from the report of 
the proceedings, the opportunity of pub- 
lickly declaring (in a way that it might 
get into print) that the Bank Directors nm 
made no application to the gp/oemami for an 
Order for the stoppage of Cash payments 
at the Bank. Mr. Bosanqurt, who, it 
seems, was a Director, declared, that the 
measure " was noi adopted ai the instance 
** of those concerned in the direction of the 
** Bank and Mr. Thornton, also a Di- 
rector, said, ” that he wished ittobeunder- 
stood explicitly, that the Order in Coun* 
'' cil was not issued at the instance of the 
« Bank Directors,^* Mr. Bosanquet called 
the stoppage " a great state measure;** a 
measure dictated by " national policy.” 
He said it was ** meant to operate only for 
^ short time ;** and that he earnestly 
** hoped** (how different from the language 
of Mr. Randle Jackson and the present 
governor of the Bank) ; yes, *• he EAR* 
NESTLY HOPED, that the Bank, which 
was quite able, would soon be PER- 
** MlTTED to pay its notes in cash, in 
** the same manner that it had formerly 
** done.” * 


* The following is the Report, taken 
entire, from the Morning Chronicle of tlia 

3rd of March, 1797. 

'' Y csterday a Court of Proprietors wa» 
held at the Bank. — ^The Governor of the 
Bank, afler the Ol'der in Council, of the 
26th of February, was read, stated, that 
the Court of Directors had thought it their 
daity to acquiesce in the Order, and hoped 
that they had acted in conformity to the 
opinion and wishes of the Pfoprlstors ef 
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When, Gentlemen, you have read 
through the report of the Bank Proceed- 
ings of the day here referred to, and J 
beseech you io read every word of U, you 
will, doubtless, be astonished at the hardi- 
hood of men, who could, under such cir- 
cumstances, hold such language. What ! 
ikank the Directors for not paying their 

Bank Stoch.—Ma. Harman moved, " that 
it is the opinion of tins Ci>urt, that the 
thanks of the Proprietors of Bauk Stock 
are due to the Court of Directors for their 
acquiescence in the Order in Council, and for 
their speedy communication thereof to 
this Court/* — The motion was put and 
carried unanimously. -«Mr. Allerdyce 
asked, whether the application had been made 
from the Bank to Government, for the Order 
in Comcil, to prohibit tht*m from issuing 
specie ?— The Governor of the Bank re- 
plied, that no such application had been made 
oy the Court <f Directors, but that the 
Bank having experienced an unexam- 
pled drain ol specie for some time past, 
that Court had thought it their <iuty to 
acquaint the Minister of the Country \vith 
the circumstance, that he might take what 
measures he might deem necessary, and at 
the same time remove a|l responsibility 
for such measures from the Direction. He 
added, that a Secret Committee of the 
House of Commons had been afipoiiited to 
enquire into the state of the Bank accounts, 
and that the Court*of Directors were/«% 
persuaded that the result qf that enquiry would 
be a rejwrt of the perfect solidity of the Cor^ 
Juration. — Mr. Sansom wished to be in- 
formed whether there was any precedent 
for the House of Commons appointing u 
Committee to enquire into the ailairs of 
the Bank ? In his opinion, if a Committee 
was to be appointed, it ought to be a Com- 
mittee chosen from the Proprietary ; but 
after the assurance which they had from 
the Directors of the solidity of the Bank 
capital, he saw no necessity for any enquiry 
at all. — A Proprietor stjated, that there was 
a precedetii for tiie measure on the Jour- 
nals of the House of Commons, in 1090.— 
Mr. Manning said, he had examined mto 
the proceedings of the House of Commons, 
in 1690, and found that there was not the 
smallest resemblance between that and 
the present measure. At that time the 
Bank hAd been established for only two 
years, their Notes were at a discount all 
over the Kingdom, and the silver coinage 
was called in, circumstances which were 
totaUy different from the present.*— M r* 


prontussory notes I Thank them for this ! 
The Proprietors of Bank Siock, who were 
the persons composing the Mveiing upoh 
this occasion, were the persons who owed 
the amount of the Bank notes ; vhey wi^re 
the debtors of the note- holders ; the Di- 
rectors were their agents. So iliai.. here 
w e see a parcel of people, who had issued 
great quantities of promissory notes, as- 


Bosanguet begged leave to i rouble die 
Court with a very few words. He said 
that the Order in Council wai to be con- 
sidered entirely as a great .Uate measure, 
which was not adopted at the instance of 
those concerned in the direction of the bank. 
The Court of Directors, in the present 
state of public affairs, had considered il to 
be their duty to keep ilit* Minister oF the 
Country informed respect iitg the situation- 
of the Bank. For some time past there had 
been an unexampled run for specie upon llie 
Bank, and this lin y communicated to the 
Chancellor of he Exchequer, leaving him to 
adopt what measuns he might think proper. 
The consequence was, the Ordm* in C‘Ujii- 
cil, of the of February, was issued. 
It would have been absutd in the Directors 
of the Bank to have resisted this Order, 
because the Minister must have been sup- 
posed to be in possession of a great, deal 
of information to which they had no access, 
and to be in the knowledge of circum- 
stances of which they wxre not aware; 
bt?sides, that there was no knowing what 
might have been the consequences had the 
unu*lual drain for cash, nhich they had 
experienced, been continued for any 
length of lime. They complitd, thrrcfoie, 
with the Order of his Majesty's Council, 
understanding it to have been dictated by 
national policy, meant to operate only for 
a short time. He had no hesitation in say- 
ing that the affairs of the Bank were in a 
state of the greatest affluence atid prosperity, 
that they had even a considerable surplus, 
and that he earnestly hoped they wou'd 
SOON BE PERMITTED to pay their Notes m 
cash in the same manner as they had lar- 
merly done. — M r. Thornton wished it 
to be understood explicitly, that the Or- 
der in Ctiuncil was not issued at the instance 
of the Bank Directors; that their accounts 
were not tendered to the House ot Curn- 
inons for exam mar ion, and that they nei- 
ther asked nor wisued for the partnership and 
guarantee qf GovernmenL^^f^^^ being no 
other business before the Court, they ad- 
journed to ye.stei-day fortnight, when the 
dividends become due. 
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semble together^ and thank, aye, o\\i\ pub- 
licly thank, their agents for having refused, 
illegally refused, payment of those notes! 
Genllemen, our venal prints may talk as 
they please ; they may refer us to what 
instances they choose ; but any thing 
equal to this, any such instance of cool 
assur.ince, I defy them to produce from 
the history of tlie world, or, even from 
the works of imagination. 

But, as yet, wc have not seen these 
proceedings in their true colours. Wo 
have seen them in colours pretty strong ; 
but we have not seen them as they will 
appear when we have taken another look 
iit tlie Bank documents, which were after- 
wards laid btdore parliament, and which, 
as was before observed, never got out 
fairly to the knovvledgt of the p6oplc. 
Wo have hecti these Bank Direi;lors mak- 
ing public dociaralions, that they had no 
hand at all in the Stoppage ; that they 
did iK/t opp/y for the Order in Council ; 
that it was a mcisurc of the goirrriwent; 
tl»it it was a stu/f inea^uie ; and that tliey 
earnestly h^ped >oon to he PElCMllTEf) 
to r^yj'.x their paymevt'^ in ca.sh. This is 
wlirit llu y told the public on the 2n.l of 
March. And, it was not only at the 
Bank meeting that tliis de< l ir.ition was 
imule. ll was repeatedly made in the 
IlaiiM of (‘oninions; but, we will, at pie- 
smt, c*»,)fine ourselves to wlr.u was said 
by tlie Bank Diieelors thenisi lvi.s, 

iSucli, iben, were their <if ck*rations on 
the ‘Jnd of March. Now, then, let us sCr- 
what they had Ijt cn at, in Mcni with ihr 
Minister, during llie nine days bvforv. On 
the 'JisL oi February,, thoy, observing, 
with great, uneasiness, the laijo and con- 
r.',.int decreastj in iheir cash, iirld a par- 
ti ruiar consultation on the subject, and 
pciceiving that their lash was reduccfi to 
a certain sum, of which certain sum, be it 
observed, they do not state the ainount, they 
canui to a resolution, to goto Mr. Pitt, 
and tell him how tlieir cash was rir* 

cumsLaiucd’^ tlioy did so, and iVlr. Pitt 
nh.>crv(d to ihi iii (rmd you will laugh 
heartily fit the ubservaiion) “ that, the 

alarm of invasion, was r,v 40 become much 
" more general ihun he could think necessary,** 
they then, prcs^cil Mr. Piit, to make some 
deciar. tlon in parliament, upon this sub- 
ject, •' in order to case the publk mind” 
This IS a pretty specimen enough of the 
intercourse that existed between these 
parties, and will serve to explain the rea- 


son for many of the speeches that wc have, 
at ditferent times, heard Mr. Pitt, 

* Resolution of the Court of Directors, and 
Deputation's Intercicvu with ike Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, 2[ct of February, 17D7. — 
The Committee observing, with great un- 
easiness, the large and constant decrease 
in the cash, held a fiarticular consultation 
on that subject this day ; and on examina- 
tion into the state of the cash since the 
beginning of this year, they found that in 
ihe course of the month of January there 
had been a decrease of /. and 

since the beginniiigof this month a farther 
loss of /. and that the cash was 

now reduced to between /. and 

about /. value, in bullion and 

foreign coin, about the value of L 

in silver bullion. Perceiving also, by the 
coH'tant rails of the hankers from all parts 
of ihc town for cash, that there must be 
some extraordinary reasons Jar this drain, 
arising, probably, fiorn ilit; alarnus of an 
expected invasion; the Coinmltiee, afier 
inajurcly con. lderiiig tb * maUer, resolved 
to send a notice to the Cluiuellor of the 
Exchequer, of the situation of matters at 
tbit Bank; and to explain exactly to him 
how the cash is (.ircumstanccd, that he may, 
if po-sihle and proper, stiike out .some 
means of alleviating ihe public alarms, and 
stopping this apparent dis,lo^ition in peo- 
pleks minds for having a large deposit of 
ca>h in I heir houses. Plie (Governor, De- 
pniv Governor, with M*-. JJ.iiell and Mr. 
Jlosanqiiel, were deputed to wail upon 
i\ir. Pitt; who went to him; and after 
describing to him the anxiety of mind 
which all ihe D»n*ciors were under on this 
subject, they explained to Mr. Pitt the 
exact particulars obove-mentn iied. Mr. 
Pitt seemed awaie that this unusual drain 
of cash iioni the Bank must arise from the 
alarm of an invasion, which he obNcrved 
was now become much nimc general than he 
caw’d think n^cessaiy, lie said, that hy -all 
his informations he could not learn of any 
hostile prepaiations of consequence mak- 
ing in France to invade this country, ex- 
etpt the fleet whieh W'as re-fitting at 
Brest, after being driven ofl* from the 
coast of Ireland ; but that Ins could not 
answer that no partial attack on this coun- 
try wohUl be made by such a mad and 
desperate enemy as we had to deal with. 
The deputation pressed on Mr. Pitt to de- 
clare something of this kind in Parlia- 
ment, in order to ease the public mind. Mr. 
Pitt also mentioned, that he hoped the 
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'however, did, it seems, press them, iir bis 
turn, " to endeavour to obtain a supply of 
fold/rom abroad/^ jamd the Governor told 
him they would do what they could in 
that way. 

On the 22nd of February they had 
another interview with Mr. Pitt, and 
they gave Goldsmidt and Eliason ordcis 
for the purchast of gold at Hamburgh, 
But, wc no where find any account of the 
success of this order, which was, besides, 
rendered useless by the Order of Council, 
which rendered Cold unnecessary, J 

On the 21th of February they had 
another interview with Mr. Pitt ; and, 
what they say as to this interview we must 
pay particular attention to. At a commit- 
lee consisting of the whole Court, it appear- 
ed that the. cash was [joing away faster than 
ever, '* which gave such an alanufor the 
SAFETY OF THE HOUSE'* (mark 
the wv^rds) that no time was lost in sending 
a deputalion to Mr. Pitt, to ask him 
how lar they might venture to go in pay- 
ing cash, and when HE would tltiiik 
“ it necessary to INTERFEUE." Mr. 
Pitt told them, that tiiis w'as an aflair of 
such importance, that he must be prepared 
with poine resolution to bring forward in 
the Council. § 


Committee would, in the present situation 
of matters, think it. necessary to endeavour 
at obtaining a supply of gold frojn foreign 
countries, which the Governor told him 
they were considering about, and .sliould 
do U)hat titey could therein. 

J Interview with the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, 22nd of February, J7y7. — 
Messrs. Goldsmid and Eliasoa attended 
the Committee this day, and were directed 
to give farther orders to Ilamburgh/or //te 
purchase of gold; and were told that an ap- 
plication would immediately be made to 
the minister to order a frigate or armed 
sloop to go to Hamburgh to take in such 
gold as might be bought, and also to de- 
sire that the restriction on the captains of 
the packets, not to take any gold on board 
at Hamburgh for this country, mighc be 
taken oft*. The Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor waited on Mr. Pitt on this subject, 
promised to apply to the Admiralty for 
directions about sending out a iVLgate or 
armed sloop ; and that he would apply to 
the Postmaster General to give the orders 
to the captains of the packets. 

( Interview with the Chancellor of tbe 
Exchequer, 2hfth of February, 1 797 •—At 


.^Faper againss Gold, IfgS 

Thus, you see, Gentlemen, the Stoppaga 
measure dearly in the represenia- 

non of the Bank Directors; and, which is very 
well worthy of your mifrked attention, M^ 
Bosanquet w-as one of the persons, de- 
puted to wait upon Mr, Pitt on this* last- 
mentioned occasion. The shuffle of sav- 
ing, that the Bank Directors were afraid 
that the drain might injure the ** puhlU 
** service'* is too paltry, in any view of ih% 

a Committee of the whole Court held this 
day, it appeared that the ioss of cash yes- 
terday was above /. and that 

about /. were already drawn out 

this day,n'/n>/i gave such an alarm for THE 
SAFETY OF THE HOUSE, that thu 
Deputy Governor and Mr. Bosanquet wera 
desired to wait on Mr. Pitt to mention 
him these circumstances, and to ask him 
how far he thought the Bank miuht ven- 
ture to go on paying cash, and when he 
would think it necessary TtJ INTER Fi'.kLi 
before our cash was so reduced as migiit 
be detrimental to the immediate .service 
of the State. Mr. Pitt said, thiii was a 
matter of great importance, and that h« 
must be prepared with some resolution to 
bring forward in the Council, for a Procla- 
mation to stop the issue of cash from the 
B ink, and to give the security of parlla- 
nient to tlie notes of the Bank. In conse- 
quence of which he should think it might 
be proper to appoint a Secret Committee of 
the House of Commons to look into tho 
stale of the Bank aft’aiis ; ivhich they as- 
surtyl him the Bank were well prepared 
for, and would produce to such a Com- 
mittee. Mr. Pitt also observed that ha 
should have no objection to propose to 
Parliament, in case of a Proclamation, to 
give parliamentaj^y security for Bank 
notes. Tlie Governor and Deputy Go- 
vernor this day waited on Mr. Pitt, to 
mention to him, that it would in the pre- 
sent circumstances be highly requisite 
that some general meeting of the bankers and 
chief merchants of London should be held 
in order to bring on some resolution for the 
support of the public credit in this alarm- 
ing crisi.s; and they took the liberty to i c- 
coijimend to Mr. Pitt, to have a pnvaie 
meeting of some of the chief banhis at his 
house lo-morrow, at ;hrce n’< loc k, in 
which the plan for a more general inci ting 
on 'luesday or Wednesday next might be 
laid ; in the propriety of which Mr. Pitt 
agreed, and said he would summon a pie- 
vious meeting for Uh morrow accordingly. This 
was communicated by the Governor to thu 
Committee. 
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n]£it(6r« to have wt\y weight; for, whose 
claim upon the Bank could be so good as 
that of the holders ^ the Promissory notes f 
And who were the public” but the 
holders of these notes ? But^ as if it had 
been Tesolved to leave no room even for 
this miserable attempt at excuse, the Mi- 
nute of the Directors of tlie 24th of Fe- 
bruary, expressly says, that it was alarm 
** f err the safety of the HOUSE^' that sent 
the deputation to ask for the interference oi 
Ml*. Pitt; alarm for the safety of the 
HOUSE, and not any motive at all con- 
nected with the public service or the 
public good. 

Having now pulled aside the curtain ; 
having laid the whole thing bare to your 
view ; having placed the application to 
Parliament in its true light ; I shall, in 
my next, li*y before you an account of the 
measures^ which the Parliament adopted^ 
and which have, under one pretence or 
another, been continued in force to this 
day. 

in the meanwhile, I remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 
W“. ConiiETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Thm'sduy, 

October 23 . 1810 . 


NUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Portugal. 1 have little to add lo 

what was said in niy last, closing at page 
72 J, where we left nothing want ingt but 
the mere date and manner of Massena’s | 
overthrow.— The wind has been foul | 
for some days past" and, of course, no in- I 
telligeiice could be expected. The pub- 
lic cariosity seems, hew'ever, to have a 
good deal abated ; and, as to anxiety, there 
appeals (from the language of the pub- 
lic prints) not to be a particle of that 

remaining in any man’s mind. The 

prospect being so ftiir ; the public opi- 
nion being unanimous; and the matter 
being settled, that the foe must be exter- 
minated, or nearly so, it was not my 
intention to say a word more upon the 
subject, ’till the hour came for me to record 
the last aefs of the campaign. But, the 
Morning Post news-paper has published 
a paragraph, wbit^h calls upon me for a 
word or two.— 'This paragraph treats of 
numbers, a point upon which I am, 1 will 
confess, rather tenacious. It. had, some 
days before, given a statement, apparently 
offiviul, and, indeed, said to be from e/Scial 
returns, of the strength of the allied army. 
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which it made amount to only abbut 50 
thousand men. At this the Times and 
the Morning Chronicle took fiipc; as 
well they might, after this same print had 
repeateuly stated the allied regular force 
at little short of double that number, and 
after the recent ‘dispatches from I/ird Vis- 
count Talavera, who said, that, with the 
exception of his trifling loss at the Victory 
of Busa9o, he had not lo.st a man, or, at 
least so 1 understood his Hispaich.— I 
began the literary campaign by showing, 
that wc were paying (iO thousand fighting 
men in Portugal. We have been informed 
of the arrival of re-inforcements to the 
amount of 10 thousand men; so that, if 
we deduct the garrison of Almeida (who, 
by the by came, we were told, to us again) 
and the men lost at Busa^o. must still 
have, according to I he original account, 
nearly 70 thousand fighting men, regular 
troops ; and, we well know, that they aie 
now all got into a small compass; all im- 
mediately under the command of Lord 

T.ilavera, Yet does the Morning Post 

now put the allied army at .30 thousand 
men ! Nay, and that print mo.st grossly 
abuses all iliose, who arc dissatisfied with 
its slalernerits. 'The ground of abuse is 
this: Wc are said to swell out the amount 
of the allied army foi the purpose of lessen- 
mg the glory of the ti)»proachii.g vieioiy ; 
and, the Time.s and Chronicle are ac- 
cused of enlisting thernsi lvts under Ser- 
.lEANT CoRRETT for thc purposo of trnking 
j tlie world believe, that the vicloty will have 

nothing glorious tn it. Theie is a small 

mistake, or, rathur omihsion; lor Serjeant 
Cobbett’s proposition was a conditional 
one. There was an if\n it. It was this: 
“ Thvi/* (the Morning Post and Courier) 
nave proclaimed to the world facts, 
which, IF TRUE, put it completely out 
** of the powder of our general in Portugal 
" to gain any victory over Masseiia, that 
shall be worthy of the epithet glorious ; 
’ ** and which would render defeat mfamy.^^ 
— ^This if the Morning Post has omitted ; 
and, well it might ; for the proposition, as 
it here stands, is incontrovertible.— —On 
the 17th of September the Courier newst 
paper published the following statement 
of the numbers of the allied army. 


" English Army 30,00t> 

“ Pqrtuguese Regulars .... 59,755 

89,755 

** Portuguese Militia 52,848 

♦«ToUl 142,608 
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Now. know that our loss has been a 
mere trifle; we know that 10 thousand 
JSn^iish and JBrtmwicker regulars have 
since joined ; we know that dll the regu- 
lars and part of the militia are with Lord 
Talavcra ; and, therefore 1 leave the pub- 
lic to judge of the truth of the statements, 
which the Morning Post and Courier are 

now giving to the world. Which of 

their statements is true, or which false. I 
cannot pretend to say ; but.thatoneof them 
must be false is certain, though, if iny 
opinion were asked. 1 should say that the 
Tatter was. and that we have an army 
greatly superior in numbers to that of 
Massena ; which is. indeed, to be inferred 
from Lord TalaVera'.s own dispatch, for he 
says nothing at all about the reiiaive 
strength of the two armies, and he took 
good care to say much about that in ttie 
affair ol T.ilavera, the place where he woo 
the victoi y that gave him his ti<le and hi.s 
pension for three generaiion**. — —As to 
the circumstance of the ot*u‘r papers hav- 
ing en listed under a Serjtunt, ai) tin' I 
need say upon that is, n.at the funous 
Conventim of the H LINDER was not less 
real, because one of the parties to it had 
been, but a few years private soldier 

in thehrenrh grenadiers, and who was, 
not long afterwards. Embassador at the 
Court of Berlin. Truth is truth, let itcome 
from whom it may ; and, if the Morning 
Post and the Courier had, all along, ad- 
hered to the truth, vliey would not have 
experienced their present dithcultics, and 
the question of the rc^ativ^ strength of the 
armies would not have been involved' in 
its present uncertainty ; an uncertainty 
not now easily removed, and which will, 
in all probability, greatly deduct from ihe 
glory of that Victory, which 'ere now, 
has, ill all probability (if our latest intel- 
ligence be Correct) been achieved by the 
allied army to the confusion and coristci na- 
tion of the foe —-This accusation, against 
the Titles and Mobnino Chuonicle, of 
endeavouring to swell out our numbers 
comes much too late. It should have 
been made, if at all, long ago. It looks 
aukward at this moment. Not that I 
can suppose it to proceed from ^ny latent 
fears of failure, which, really, appears to 
me to be impossible ; morally, and almost 
plwsically, impossible. The alliecl army 
IS full of health ; it has an abundance of 
provisions and stores of all sorts ; it is well 
lodged in houses and huts ; it is covered 
by some of the strongest lines in the world, 
mounted with a thousand pieces of ar- 


tillery ; it is guarded and supported on iu 
flanks by the sea, by the Tagus, and by 
gun-boats and sloops of war : while the 
me is wasting away by ^sickness ; is in a 
I starving condition ; has ne«ther stores nor 
' artiiler.y, except what he ins been able lo 
drag along with him ; has a cotmiry in his 
rear ail inimical to him and all deAola'ed ; 
is uncovered and exposed to every storm ; 
is wholly unsupported by < ither water or 
shipping ; and can receive no u>:siNtance 
from any quarter. VVtdi may it be con- 
jecturtd, and, indeed, it is said, 
that Mastseiia has been uj'^ed on by Buo* 
napar.e. D'^serters .iiid prisoners have, it 
is said, givtm us this «iew.i ; and, this ex- 
pl.tins like cause of Massi ii-'s ruMiing on 
mio such manifest pirdiiion But, Ici us 
not, ill addition lo all this, want lo make 
the world believe that our Victoiy has 
bec ‘11 gained (for gained it muat now have 
L'ten) with inf trior numhtrs, such a state- 
ment being in direct contradictiun to 
every statement heretofore made by our 
Ministerial writers. 

Spanish Cobtes.— The meeting of 
this a.ssenibly has been recorded in the 
Odicial Papeis, at page 731 ; and, the 
Engiisn reader wilhl am certain, be much 
griiified with W'hat they have aiieady 
done. — They have laid down, ai» fixed 
principles, that they, as representatives of 
the people, have a right to elect their 
chief magistrate, and, of course, that Jo- 
seph is not tlieir lawful king, because the 
transfer of the soveieignty to him waswith» 
out the nation's consent. Th<*y have de- 
creed, that the; duet magistrate, or exe- 
cutive power, is rcspon^blc to them ; and 
that ill them, as the icpresenraiives of the 
people, resides the noverei^ay oj the nation. 
They have decreed, that to them, as re- 
presentatives of the people, belongs the 
title of Mujesiy ; iha the executive de- 
partment shall be called by the title of 
Highness: and that in them and them 
alone shall reside the legislative functions. 

Having thus (See page 7.31 and ofr- 

wards) laid down the great principles of 
the constitution ; having taken lo them* 
selves the powers, which they look upon 
as their right, in virtue of their quality of 
representatives of the people, they have 
next proceeded to a measure intended to 
exclude corruption from amongst them- 
selves ; and, with Hiat view, have de- 
creed, that no member of the Cortes shall. 
during the time qf his being a member, and fir 
one year afterwards, receive any PENSION, 
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•r hold any PLACE OF EMOLUMENT, 
or receive any TITLE OF HONOUR 
OR DIGNITY ; except in the way of his 
prqfesiUhi^ a solder, sailor, or clergyman, 
or in consequence of some signal and well- 

known service to the public. Upon a 

regulation like this it is, I trust, unne- 
cessary to make any eulogium, it being 
so perfectly in unison with the spirit of 
one of the very best principles of our own 
Constitution, as laid down and enacted 
in that great Constitutional Law, the 
Act of Settlement, by which Act it 
was, that the present family was raised to 

the throne of this kingdom. Not in 

this light, however, does this inestimable 
decree, a decree which revives the hopes 
of all the real friends of the people of 
Spain ; not in this light is this admirable 
decree viewed by the writer of the Courier 
news- paper, who, however, thou^a a mi- 
nisterial writer, docs not, in this respect, I 
truht, speak the sentiments of any one but 
hiinsejf, it being as clear as the sun at 
noon day, that, if the Cortes be not 7iow 
suppoiitMl, the cause of Spain is gone for 
ever. This is a question of vital im- 

portance, The decree of exclusion has 
passed. It is become the corner stone of 
the Constitution of Spain ; and, as every 
Irieiid ol' freedom must now wish success 
to the Spanish cause, let us hear what this 
writer has to say against this all-important 

decree. ** They'' (the Cortes) '' have 

pas:»id a decree, declaring that no Mem- 
ber of ilie Cortes shall, accept dur'iiig 
'' the continuation of his function^ and 
** for a year afierwards, any executive 
" place. This decree, we see, has been 
‘‘ hiiihly pruned in this country ; and, in- 
'' deed, it carries upon the face of it the 
** features of great |vitriotism and disin- 
terestedness. But Englishmen are dis- 
posed to rcJlecLion; ihclr eyes are turned 
not only to the future but to the past; 
** they refer to the evidence and experi- 
•* ence of their history, and they reiueni- 
" ber the Self-denying Ordinance of the Jn- 
" dependents. It excluded the Members 
of both Houses from all civil and mili- 
« tary employments ; and though the 
« Presbyterians had the best of the argu- 
ment ; though they shewed that such 
" an ordinance was contrary to the prin- 
" ciples of ancient times, that the Greeks 
and Romans, the most passionate lovers 
•• of liberty, had never admitted such a 
distinction between the civil and mili- 
tary powers, that, on the contrary, they 
** had ever entrusted to their Senators the 


command of their armies, the Inde- 
pendents, with Cromwell at their head, 
succeeded in carrying the ordinance 
through both Houses — And Cromwell was 
the first Pierson that violated it ! Being at 
the time a Lieutenant General in the 
** army as well as a Member of the House 
of Commons, he should have resigned 
" his command with other Members who 
" had also military commissions : " but 
“ thisimpartialily,'' says Hume, “would 
“ “ have disappointed all the views of 
“ those who had introduced the self- 
“ “ denying ordinance." Fairfax, who 
“ was entirely governed by Cromwell, 
“ wrote to the Parliament, desiring leave 
“ to retain Lieutenant General Cromwell 
“ for some days, whose advice would be use- 
“ ful in supplying the place of the Officers 
“ whohadTesigned. Shortly after hr begged 
“ with much earnestness that they would 
“ allow Cromwell to serve that campaign. 
“ This self-denying ordinance was pro- 
“ duclive of no benefit (quite the contrary 
“ to England), wdiilst under a contrary 
principle she has risen to wdiat she is at 
“.this moment; the only free nation in 
“ Europe, equally great in freedom and 
“ in power. The Cortes have undoubted- 
“ ly much to correct, much to reform, but 
“ we are happy to see in the first use of 
“ their power a respect and love ibr their 
“ ancient constitution. Sorry indeed should 
“ we be to find them impressed with the 
presumptuous principles of the I'rench Itcgis- 
“ lulorSy who acted as if the world had 
“ been in utter daikness before their time, 
“ involved in utter ignorance and hruta- 
“ lity."— — Yes, the people of England, 
if diev arc not, will, 1 trust, become, a 
people; and, the more they re- 
7ZfC^ the more they will, I am persuaded, 
approve of this Decree, and wdll, were it 
for this decree alone, wish the people of 
Spain success against all their enemies. 
— — ^'Fhe Self-denying Ordinance, in the 
time of Cromwell did, we are told, pro- 
duce no good effect; it produced “ no 
“ benefit'^ to England. This is' pure asser- 
tion, observe ; but, why did it not? Why 
did it produce no benefit r Because it 
was immediately violated. Because it never 
went wholly and fairly into effect. This 
is the statement of this writer himself ; 
and surely, then, the failure of the Self- 
denying Ordinance ought not to be cited 
against the Spanish decree, unless the 
writer means that we should, at his sug- 
gestion, assume, that the Cprte.s are as in- 
sincere as the Independents were^ and 
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that their decree is a were trick to get rid 
of some particular commanders, which as- 
sumption, -however, would not help his ar- 
gument out, because'it would, in that case, 
produce wo eject at all, and, of course, 
would not produce mischief. The mem- 

bers of the Spanish Cortes are told by this 
writer, that the Self-denying Ordinance, 
and, of course, the Spanish Decree, are 
contrary to the best principles of freedom 
in ancient times ; and that England, whilst 
under a contrary principle, has become 

the only free nation in Europe. We will 

leave the (jneslion of English freedom, as 
at present enjoyed, for i'uture discussion; 
but, we must deny, that iht principles of 
the English constitution are hostile to the 
principle of this decree. For, in the 
Act of Selilcrnenl, before-menlioneil, it is 
provided, that ** No person, who has an 
" office, or place profit, under the king, 
or receives a pmsion from the Crown, 
" shall he capable servwir as a Me7nhcr 
of the House of Commons.^* (See Act 12 
and 13 Willjarii Hi. Chap. 2 ) It is irue, 
that this clause of the Act of JScttJeinent 
has been modilied ; and, indeed, the eliett 
of it lias, in a gn at degree, been done 
away, l y suhseipient enactments, which 
allow such persons to sit; but, still, as an 
homage to this favourite principle of Le- 
gislative Independence, it is necessary for 
a Member who receives a place or pen- 
sion, i»e re-elected befoie he can again 

act as a legislator.-^ This uiodificaLion 

of the Consiiiuiional Act is disapproved 
of by a great part of the people of Eng- 
land, as niuiierous petitions upon the 
journals of parliament will prove 'Ihere 
is certainly a difference of opinion upon 
the subject. But, at any rate, complaints 
of long-stdiiding, and horn men of un- 
doubted integriiy and wisdom, have been 
made against ihe possession of places and 
pensions by our Members of parliament. 
The question has never ceased to be agi- 
tated ; it is, at this hour, more agitated 
than even ; there are millions of men in 
this kingdom, who < untend for the prac- 
tice of the Act ol Seiilement in this re- 
spect; and, while the Cortes have this 
contest before their eyes, it is, 1 think, a 
little too much to upbraid them with 
rashness and ignorance, and to insinuate 
that they are treading m the steps of the 
French Revolutionists, because they Imvc 
passed a Decree, w'hich, if faithfully ad- 
hered to, must prevent all such disputes 
from disturbing the harmony between the 
people and the government in Spain, a 


harmony, without the preservation of 
which 11 13 utterly impossible to entertain 
a rational hope of that country’s escaping 
final and complete sub]ugation.—^The 
reader will, probably, not be at a loss to 
guess at ihe motive, which may have dic- 
tated the criticism, and hardly-disguised 
censure, of the Courier, who appears to 
have been aware that the effect of this 
excellent and wise and virtuous Decree 
of the Spanish Cories would not be con- 
fined within the boundaries of the Spa- 
nish territory; and. there are few per- 
sons, who pay attention to such matters, 
who will fail to call lo mind, what was 
said, at the out-set of the Spanish contest, 
by those, who like me, called upon the 
leaders in Spain to declare openly for po- 
litical freedom, to tender the people a prize 
to figlij for, and thus lo insure success lo 
their cause by beaiing up, to use a Ser- 
jeant’s phrase, for tlic hearts of the bo^t and 
most valiant of the people. The reader 
will bear in iniiRl, too, our complaints 
against that Central . I unta, wlio :iie now 
censured by every body, w ho did no one 
thing for liberty, who began iheir career 
by stifling the pre^s, and under whom all 
the good spirit of the nation seemed to 
have expired in an instant,— — ^The Cortis, 
from what has hitherto appeared, seem to 
be animated with a different soul. 'I’heir 
language and their Acts breathe the spirit 
of freedom in every line ; and, the only 
th'tfig now to be feared is, that they have 
been called togetber too late. Instead of 
issmifg their Decrees from Madrid, they 
are issuing them from the Jsle of Leon, 
where they are, in fact, little better than 

closely besieged. What a lesson ought 

this to be I And what must be the morii- 
fication, what the remorse, of those who 
have had the power to take the lead in 
Spain, if, after all, it now should prove 
fruitless to appeal to the hearts of the peo- 
ple ! At any rate, however, we have, in 
the present conduct of the Cories, a re- 
cognition of the great principles of poliri- 
cal libeity, and a proof that they have 
been, by experience, convinced, that, un- 
less something be done to engage the hearts 
of the people in the cause, a country, how- 
ever Ibrtified by nature, and however 
populon.-^, cannot resist the arms of a 
poweiful invader. Troops the Spaniarda 
me in no want of. They have troops and 
stoics enough. What they wanted ,wai 
an animated people. Such a people they 
now seem r'*sotved to have. The Cortet 
are taking the true way to obtain that ohm 
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ject ; and, what must we think of the Eng- 
lish writer (not encouraged thereto, 1 hope, 
by any thing but his own turpitude) who 
can coolly set abbut the task of throwing 

discredit upon their laudable eHorts ? 

1 have been, by tliis writer and his twin- 
brother of the Morning Post, many times 
abused for my discouraging forebodings as 
to the contest in fcipain, and for my want of 
seal in the Spaiwsh cause. As to my fore- 
bodings, they have proved to be but too 
well f )unded, as witness the present locai 
situation of ibis excellent Assembly of the 
Cortes, who are penned up in a little island 
of Spain, while lh^*ir fine country is over- 
run by Jiivaders, and while the Capital oi 
the kingdom is the seat of the intruding 
king. And, as to zeal in the cause, I must 
confers, that 1 felt none at all ; that I feh 
perfectly inditllrenl about it, after 1 saw 
the line which the Central Junta pursued, 
and which appeared to me to promise no 
good to Me ptop/c ill cu'-e of success. Hut, 
noiv the iliiiig is totally altered. iVoutthe 
language of Sp-aiii is what it ought to he. 
It is what 1 heartily ap[)rove of; and it i< 
such as give.^ me hope in spite of every dis- 
cuuiagiiig appcutaiicc. 1 now come back 
to the point at which J started ; and, if the 
Turtlr Patriots will proclaim another festi- I 
val in honour of the Spanish cause, they 
shall have my hearty iwid sincere approba- 
tion, wliich shall, too, not be withheld 
fr^om the Odes that even poet Fitzgerald 
may grind in [iraise of the Cortes. 

Parliamektary Reform. — < Kent 

Meeting. On the 22nd instant a Meet- 

ing, pursuant to notice and requisition, 
was held, at Maidstone, for the County of 
Kent, to consider of a Petition to parlia- 
ment i'or a Reform in »thc Commons' House, 
The High Sheriff; .Tames Burton, Esq. 
was in the chair. The meeting was very 
numerous and consisted of all the real re- 
^ctability qf the County, as has been the 
case in every other county, where a meet- 
ing for a similar purpose has been called. 
■■■"■■ T he petition was moved by Mr. 
3odgbs, and seconded by Mr. Foot, in 
tVVD admirable speeches, and, agreeably 
to the report in the public papers, it 
concluded in the following words:*—* 
^ The times demand this open avowal of 
our sentiments, and in the language em- 
ployed to convey them we intend no 
disrespect ; though we are persuaded 
that no words itan be too strong to express 
** our JmHngs span this ocoasion, There- 
M noet earnestly intceat your 
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Honourable House to undertake, BE 
FORE IT IS TOO LATE, in a true am 
cordial spirit, the measure of Refornc 
“ upon principles, which, by conciliatir^ 
the affections qf the people, and restoring 
“ to your Honourable House its due weight. 

and character, may rescfte our country 
** from domestic discord, and secure it from 
" the foreign foe, give stability to the 
'' Throne, and perpetuate the Coiistitu- 
•* tion.''™I have no room to add any 
thing but an expression of my approba- 
tion, and of my sincere wishes, that these 
sentiments may be acted upon, as 1 am 
sure they are those of ninety nine huni> 
dredths of the nation. 

W«. COPBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, 

2()tk October, IS 10. 

P. S. Jeffery’s affair in my next. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spain. — Names of the Memhera of the Cortesk 
(concluded from p. Tit.) 

D. Antonio Abadin y of Guerra, for the 
Province of Mondonedo; D. Ant. Payan, 
for that of Corunna; D. Juan Guiroga, 
for that of Orense ; D. Jose Becerra y 
Llemas, for that of Lugo ; D. Pedro Ri« 
bero y Pardo, for that of BeUnzos; D. 
Luis del Monte, for the same ; I>. AnL 
Vasques de Pargus, for that of Lugo ; D. 
Manuel Valcarcel, for the same ; D. F. 
Mondo, for Catalonia; D. Felix Aytes 
and D. Ramon Urges, for the same ; D. 
Jose Vega y Sentmeiiat, for the city of 
Cervera ; H. Salvador Vinas, for Cata- 
lonia; 1). Jaynie Creus, D. Ramon de 
Lledos, and D. Jose Castellarnau, for the 
same ; D. Antonio do Parga, for the pro- 
vince of Santiago ; D. Fr. Pardo, tor the 
same ; D. Vicente Terrei-e, for that of 
Cadiz; D. Fr. Riesco, for the Superior 
Junta of Estremadura ; D. Gregorio La- 
guna, for the city of Badajoz ; D. Vicente 
de Castro Lavandeyra, for the province of 
Santiago ; D. Domingo Quintano, for that 
of Lugo ; D. Andres Moralles de los Rios> 
for the city of Cadiz; D. Antonio Lla^ 
neras, for the island of Majorca ; D. Ra- 
mon Lazaro de Dou, for Catalonia; D. 
Alonzo de la Vera y Pantoja, for the city 
of Merida; D* Antonio Capmany, for 
Catalonia ; D. Juan Herrera, tor Estrema- 
dura ; D. Manuel Martinez, for the same ; 
D. Alfonzo Nunez de Haro, for the pro- 
vince 4Rf Cuenca; D. Pedro Antonio de 
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Aguirre, for the Superior Junta of Cadiz ; 
D. Joaquin Montenegro, for the province 
of Santiago ; D. Benito Mosquera, for the 
city of Tuy ; D. Bernardo Martinez, for 
the province of Orense j D. Pedro Cor- 
tinas, for the same ; D. Diego Miuioz Tor- 
rera, for that of Cstrcmadurii ; D. Manuel 
Luxam, for the same ; D. Antonio Duran 
de Castro, for that of Tuy ; D. Augustine 
Bahamondo, for the same ; D. Fr. Cal vet 
y Rivacoba, for the city of Geroiw) ; D. 
Jose Salvador Lopez do Pan, for the city 
of Corunna ; D. Jose Maria Conto, D. Fr. 
Munillo, D. Andres Savariego, D. Salva- 
dor S. Martin, D. Octaviano Obregon, D. 
Maximo Maldonado, D. Jose de Teran, 
svpienus (supplying the place of Deputies) 
for New Spain ; 6. Pedro Tagle, D. Jose 
Manuel de Conto, suplcnies for the Philip- 
pines ; D. Jose Caicedo, suplente for the 
viceroyalty of Santa Fe ; the Marquis de 
S. Felipe y Santiago, and D. Joaquin 
Santa Cruz, ddtto, for the island of Cuba; 
the Marquis d# Puneourostro^ ditto, for 
Santa Fe ; D. Jose Mexia, ditto, for the 
same; D. Donisio Juca Yupangui, ditto, 
for the Viceroyalty of Peru ; D. Vicente 
Morales, ditto, for the same; Don Ramon* 
Felin and D. Antonio Suazo, for the same; 
D. Joquin Leyba, ditto, for Chili ; D. Mi- 
guel Riesco, for the same ; D. Francisco 
Lispergardo, for the Viceroyalty of. Bue- 
nos Ayres ; D. Luis Velasco and D. Ma- 
nuel Rodrigo, ditto, for the same ; D, An- 
dres de Llano, ditto, for Guatimala, and 
t). Manuel de Llano, *for the same; D. 
Jose Alvarez de Toledo, ditto, for the 
island of San Domingo ; D. Augustine 
Arguelles, ditto, for the principal i tv of 
Asturias ; D. Rafael Maiiglano, ditu for 
the province of Toledo ; D. Antonio de 
Aldana ; suplenie for that of Toro ; D. Ma- 
nuel de Arestogni, ditto, for that of Alava; 
D* Francisco de la Huberta, ditto for that 
of Burgos ; D. Juan Gallego, ditto, for 
that of Zamora ; D. Jose Valcarcel, ditto, 
Jor that of Salamanca ; D. Jose Zorraquin, 
ditto, for that of Madrid ; D. Manuel Gar- 
cia Herreros, ditto for that of Soria ; D. 
Jose de Cea, ditto, for that of Cordova ? 
D. Juan Quintano, ditto, for that of Palen- 
cia ; D. Geronirno Ruiz, ditto, for that of 
Segovia ; D. Francisco de la Serna, ditto, 
fbr that of Avila ; D. Francisco Eguia, 
ditto for the Lordship of Biscay ; D. Eva- 
risto Perez de Castro, ditto, for the •pro- 
vince of Valladolid ; D. Domingo Duenas, 
ditto, for that of Granada; D. Francisco 
de Sales Rodriguez de Barcena, ditto, for 
that of Seville ; D. Fr. de Escadero, ditto, 
for riiit of Navarre; U. Fr. Gonzalaz, 


ditto, for that of Jaen ; l>. Esteban Pala- 
cios, ditto, for two CavaccAs ; 1). Fermin 
de Clemente, ditto, for tb© 

D. Francisco Ferii'iiule/.^ Goliui, Deputy 
for Kstr.'imad lira.— They all passed forth 
at half p«nst nine in the morning, with the 
Council of Regency, all the troops of iha 
Royal Household and those of the army 
quart err-d here being drawn up ; and 
walking to the parochial church. Mass 
was cek'brnted by the abovementioned 
Prelate : upon which, after the Gospels, 
and a .short and plain exhortation from 
the Most Serene l^nor President Don Pe- 
dro Quevido, Bishop of Orense, 1 repeated 
twice, in a loud voice, the following for- 
mula of the oath: — " You swear to the 
Holy Catholic Apostolic and Roman Re- 
ligion, without admitting any other in 
these kingdoms ? You swear to preserve, 
in its integrity, the Spanish nation, and to 
omit no means to free it from its unjust 
oppressors ? You swear to preserve to our 
beloved Sovereign Senor D. Ferdinand 
VIl. all his dominions, and failing him, to 
his legitimate successors; and to make all 
possible ellbrts to deliver him from cap- 
tivity, and re-place him on the throne? 
You swear faithfully and legally to fulfil 
the trust which the nation has committed 
to your care, guarding the laws of Spain, 
without hindrance to your making such 
alterations, changes, and modifications, as 
the good of the nation may require 
And all the Deputies having answered 
"We so swear,'' they passed, two by 
two, to touch the book of the Holy Gos- 
pels; ^d this being concluded, the Senor 
President said : — '‘ If you shall thus act, 
may God rewanl you ; and if not, may he 
require it at your hands/' This was im- 
mediately followed by the hymn, Veni 
Smete Spiritua, and Tt Deum, iicing sung 
with gravity and solemnity ; and the ce- 
remony being closed, they re -passed in 
the same order to the Hall of the Cortes. 
Tlie Deputies having there taken iheir 
places, and the Council of Regency being 
stationed near the Throne, the Senor Pre- 
sident pronounced a very energetic though 
short discourse, in which, pointing out the 
disorganization and confusion of the times 
in which they were installed, and the ob- 
stacles, almost insurmountable, presented 
by existing circumstances to the worthy 
and advantageous discharge of a trust 
important and perilous ; he concluded by 
bearing the strongest tesurnony to the pa* 
triotism and generous sentiments of the 
Council of Regency; adding, that they 
left to the discernment and intelligeace 
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of the Cortes, the nomination and election 
of a President and Secretaries for that au- 
gust Congress. With this the inau£!;ura- 
lion was ended ^ the Cortes remained in- 
stalled, and the Council of Regency re- 
tired to their Palace, having observed in 
all these acts the majesty and circumspec- 
tion becoming the most noble, generous, 
and invigorated of nations ; accompanied 
by a joy and applause on the part of the 
people "which it would be very chflicult to 
describe. All which I certify as Princi- 
pal Notary, Nicholas Maria de Sierra. 

Jiojal Isle of Leon, Sepi. 21, IS 10, 


Turkey. — Proclamation of the Grand Seig- 
nior. — August 20th, 1 s 1 0. 

To my First Chief of the Belief, the 
High Pontitl of the Mortals (Multi) ; ’Jo 
iny brave Caimachan Pacha ; my,emincnt 
Ministers; my wonhy Prelates; tny 
very honoured Teachers and Proro.ssor.s 
of Theology, Explainers of the Koran and 
of Tradition; my Imans; the Great of 
my Coujt; mv Seven Military Corps; 
my A gas, Officers, and Soldiers, &r. &c. 
— After my Imperial Greeting, it is ne- 
cessary to inform you, that the treacherous 
MoscovHes, those enemies of oor Faith, 
persevere in their audacious resolution to 
bHng the devices which their deprewed 
souls have invented more and more into 
execution. They have already invested 
our imperial cities and fortresses with war, 
and further over- run the territory o4’ the 
True Believers. They are not satisfied 
with putting the adherents of otfr Holy 
Faith, without distinction of age and sex, 
in chains, wherever they come, and to 
drive many of our plundered brethren 
naked from tlieir homes to seek a shelter 
in the wilderness; *but they menace us, 
the devout followers of the Holy Prophet, 
the adorers of the True Religion ; we to 
whom power and command have been 
given by the Almighty at the cx{vrcss in- 
tercession of Mahomet, whose holy blood 
now flews in our veins, with further in- 
dignities. —• Desirous of consulting only 
the happiness of our people, we have not 
hesitated, to make known our pacific 
wishes; but the proposals we have re- 
ceived in return, have been too degrading, 
to make us hesitate in rejecting them — in 
«very line of those proposul.s, the iiib^atia- 
ble ambition of our foes niay bv traced— 
indeed, nothing but submission, say they, 
can save us from ever lasting war. — I, for 
my own part, cheeri ally embrace this lat- 
ter aUernative, rather than endure so great 


a shame, well* remembering the precepts 
of our Holy Prophet, as contained in the 
two follow'ing sentences of the Koran : — 
God has momentarily left you, in order to 
make you sensible of your weakness and 
dependance. Supplicate him and he will ^ 
assuredly return; then with one hundred 
men who put tJieir trust in him, you will 
vanquish two hundred enemies. — In ano- 
ther part, God says to the Prophet, as- 
semble the true believers for battle : if 
thero be twenty firm and brave men, they 
shall conquer two hundred^ and if there 
be an hundred, they shall vanquish a 
thousand of their foes.— I entreat, the as- 
sistance of the M )sr High ; 1 pray for the 
spiritual influence of the Prophet. Full of 
hope, 1 hasten to share the labours and 
dangers of my brave troops, to put my.^ielfr 
at their head ; to rouse the valour of some, 
to confirm that of others, and to direct that 
of all: in short, to lead them to battle — to 
victorv ! — It is not my design to attribute 
the fruits of our victories ^ myself. No, 
the only aim of iny ambition is to make 
the faith of Mahomet triumph ; to frus- 
trate the devices of onr enemies, and if 
'possible, to conti ibute to the fulfilling of 
his Holy VvTll. Though my design to 
put myself at the head of the armies has 
been known some time, tail not to renew 
it by a Calif, on receiving this Procluma- 
itoii. Every Naib, who shall not make 
the inhabitants of the towns and villages 
under his jurisdiction join our army forth- 
with shall be suspended, and the reiigiuus 
Teachers shall lose their places. Without 
wasting iurtiicr lime, we exhort you to be 
watchtiil over the tranquillity o I the em- 
pire in our absence, ami zealous to pro- 
mote its happiness.— For myself, consider- 
ing the urgency of the occasion ; the acti- 
vity of our cnemie.s, and above all, that good 
men ought not to be more &low in frustrating 
evil dee^ls than bad men are quick in exe- 
cuting them, I shall set out imrnediattdy 
for the army.— May the Prophet inter- 
cede for us — May the Almightv grant us 
the vieiory and cover our enemies with 
shame. Oh! that this may happen I 
The glorious issue depends upon the Di- 
vine Will; from him conies ail success. 

He knows the justice of our cause; let us 
then with implicit confidence believe that 
he will crown our aims w^ith victory. 


France Commercial Decree. — Si. Cloud, 

August 31, iSiO. 

Art. 1. There siiall be formed at Parisi ' 
near our Cgunselior of the Director 
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General of the Customs, a Council de Con- 
tentieux (Arbitrators,) composed of two 
Masters of Requests, and four Auditors, 
reporters.— Art. 2. Our Director General 
of the Customs, assisted by the Council of 
Arbitrators, shall fix the value of the car- 
goes exported and imported by all vessels 
having licences.— Art. 3. Each Auditor 
shall keep a register of the licences that 
may have been granted under the heads 
of the respective ports of each of tlu^ un- 
der-mentioned precincts, viz. from Emb^ 
den to Cherbourg, from Cherbourg to 
Bayonne, from the Pyrenees to St. Remy, 
from St. Remy to the coast of Naples. — 
Art. 4. This register shall contain, for 
every vessel having a licence, the num- 
ber of the licence, the date of delivery, 
the name of the outfitter, that of the ves- 
sel and captain, the tonnage, the assort- 
ment of the cargo, the day of departure 
and arrival, and the decision of the arbi- 
trators as to the value of the imports and 
exports for each voyage.— Art. 5. The 
outfitter of a licensed vessel shall deliver 
ill at the Custom House of the port of de- 
parture, the mauifcyjt of his cargo, and the 
value of the merchandize of which it con- 
sists, signed hy himself and the super- 
cargo of the vessel.— Art. G. The Direc- 
tor General, or superior officer of the Cus- 
toms, shall cause the kinds, quantities, and 
qualities of the produce or merchandize 
to be examined, and ascertain that they 
accord with the manifest.— In case of a 
■voluntary fraud, the Vessel and cargo shall 
be sequestrated, and be subject’ to confis- 
cation. Our Director General of the Cus- 
toms shall report the same to us in a Coun- 
cil of Commerce, for the purpose of a defi- 
nitive decision thereon. — Art. 7. The Su- 
perior Officer of the Custom* of the port 
of departure shall transmit to the Director 
General the manifest of the outfitter, with 
the certifieil report of its examination. 
These vouchers .shall be transmitted to the 
Auditor, who sha4 report thereon to the 
Council of Arbitrators. — Art. 8. The 
Council of Arbitrators, upon perusing the 
report of the Auditor, shall determine the 
value of the produce and merchandize 
composing the cargo. — Art. 9. His deci • 
sion shall serve to regulate the value of 
the cargo that may be imported. — Art. 
10. On the return of the vessel, the out- 
fitter, the owner and the consignee of the 
vessel shall deliver in a similar declara- 
tion of the sorts, quantities, and qualities 
<)f the produce and merchamlize compos- 
ing the return' cargo, and of the prices at 
which they may have been purchased at 


the port of lading. This declaration shall 
be signed by himself and the supercargo 
of the vesscl.-“Ai t. 11, The Director or 
Superior Officer of tlyj Customs, shall 
cause the sorts, quantities, and qualities of 
the produce and merchandize to be exa- 
mined, and ascertain that they accord 
with the declaration. — Art. 12. He shall 
transmit the said 'declaration, and the re- 
sult of his examination, to the Director 
General of the Customs. These vouchers 
shall he transmitted to the Auditor, who 
shall report thereon to the Council of Ar- 
bitrators. — Art. l.S. The Council of Arbi- 
trators, upon perusing the report of the 
Auditors, shall determine the value of the 
produce and merchandize composing the 
cargo. — Art. 1 i*. If the value of the im- 
ports exceed by one-third that of the mer- 
chandize exported, the merchandize con- 
stituting such excess, shall be placed in 
real entrepot, and .shall not be dischargcii 
therefrom, until the said amount of valuo 
shall have been covered by fresh exports. 
— Art. 15. If the value of the merchan- 
dize imported shall exceed by less than 
one-third the value of the exports, this 
excess shall be taken into the account 
current, and the outfitter shall be held 
bound, upon making a fresh exportation, 
to cover the said excess, exclusive of tho 
value of the merchandize which he intends 
to import. — Art. 16. In all cases where 
the importations by a licenced vessel shall 
have preceded the exportations, the decla- 
rations and verifications shall take place 
in the manner pre-scribed in the third 
litle.-*Art. 17. The Council of Arbitra- 
tors .shall fix the value of the imports, and 
determine accordingly the counter- valuo 
to be exported. — ^Art. 18. As soon as the 
cargo for exportation shall have been 
made up, the declarations and verifications 
shall take place in the manner presented 
in title If. — Art. 19. The Council of Ar- 
bitrators shall fix thb value of the cargo, 
and strike the balance between the ina- 
ports and exports.— Art. 20. The Decree 
of the Council shall be arbitral and sum- 
mary, without documents, and proceeding 
merely upon a general knowledge of the 
matters in question.— Art, 21. This De- 
cree being exclusively intended for the 
purpose of establishing a general balancQ 
between the imports and exports, cannot 
be produced at the Custom House with 
regard to the payment of duties, nor be- 
fore the Tribunals, upon any pretext 
whatsoever.— Art. 22. Our Minister of Fi- 
nance is charged with the. execution of 
the presedt Decree. 
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Rome — Decree rapecting Priests^ I2th 
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Napoleon, EnaDeror of the French, Etc. 
haa deseed, and decrees as follows:^ 
The Priests of the departments of Rome 
wd the Thrasiniine wlio, from ignorance 
of the duties prescriiied to them by the 

Church, and by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
shall have refused to take to us the ap- 
pointed oath, shall be considered as ene- 
mies of ihe secular power, and declared 
incapable uf exercidng the sacerdotal 
functions within our empire. — N apoleon. 

Naples, General Orders. — Head- quarters 
at Scilta, Sept. 26, 1810. 

Soldiers; The expedition to Sicily is 
postponed. The object which the Em- 
peror had in view, by causing th^t island 
to be threatened, has been accomplished ; 
and the eff*ect of the attitude which has 
been maintained upon the Strait vrith so 
much dignity for four months, has even 
surpassed expectation. You are about to 
enter your winter quarters. And you, 
also, brave sailors, you are about to re- 
turn to your families. You have done 
more than your ^luty ; you have support- 
ed with a courage above all praise more 
than tifty combats, against a force three 
times stronger than your's, and the suc- 
cess which you have constantly obtained 
proves what you would have done against 
an equal one. Above all, you have solved 
one grand problem; you have proved 
that the enemy's flotilla cannot prevent 
even the smallest boats from crossing the 
Strait, and that Sicily will be conquered 
when its conquest is seriously set about. 
Receive the testimony of my satisfaction. 
1 also testify the saotc to the land forces, 
who have powerfully seconded you. The 
seal which you have shewn in answering 
the call which has been made to you, is a 
•ure pledge for Jrour king of that which 

J rou will always di^lay when summoned 
or the benefit of his service and the good 
«#f the country. Joachim Napoleon. 

Spain.»^Proce£dings of the Cortes. — 
JMerty qf the Vress.^21th Sept, J 8 10. 
Ar^elles said, that without the inten- 
tibn of biinging the subject completely un- 
der discussioDi he could not do less than 
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call the attention bf the Cortes, towards an 
object of the greatest importance, and 
which be looked upon as a necessary pre- 
liminary to the salvation of the country; 
he meant the Political Liberty of the 
Press. He said he was far from wishing 
that they should immediately proceed to 
determine on a point of such high interest 
and material consequence ; but that if the 
proposition should meet the approbation 
of the Assembly, they might appoint a 
Committee, which, taking into considera- 
tion all that has already been written on 
this important subject, might examine and 
investigate the question, and submit to the 
Cortes the result of their labours and their 
reflections, and point out the manner in 
which it might appear to them that the 
political liberty of the press may be fixed. 
— Zorraquin and Perez de Castro sup- 
ported the motion of Arguelles. — A Cle- 
rical Deputy manifested some opposition. 

Torrero, another Ecclesiastic, ascended 
the Tribune, and in a very animated man- 
ner pointed out the evils which had already 
been experienced from the want of the 
liberty of the Press, and the benefits 
which would result to us from its political 
freedom. He said that it was necessary 
the Cortes should proceed in the epposite 
course from that which the Central Junta had 
taken, substituting for the criminal silence 
and mysterious conduct qf that Government, 
the publicity of their sittings, and the li- 
berty qf writing upon political subjects. The 
prohibition of that freedom ha«i discredit- 
ed the Central Junta from the flj-st mo- 
ment of its institution. The public, he 
observed, had a right, and it was even 
their duty to interest themselves in the 
conduct of their Representatives, and to 
warn them tf the errors which they might no- 
tice in their proceedings; and which warning 
could only be given through the medium 
qf the Press, It was always necessary to 
consult public opinion, whose echo was 
the Press. The want of the liberty of the 
Press was, at the present moment, an im- 
pediment to the labours of the Committee 
which the Cortes had appointed to con- 
sider certain questions relative to the au- 
gust duties of the Executive Power.— 
Almost all the Members voted for the 
motion, and a Committee was appointed, 
composed of eight Members, among whom 
wero Arguelles, Perez de Castro, Palacios, 
and Hermida. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Jeffery.— From what has been pub- 
lished in most of the news- papers, it is 
not, I thinks to be doubted, that this poor 
fellow is now actually alive, and arrived 

safe in England The Times of the 'ijth 

of October conUined the following para- 
graph respecting him.—* — " Jeffery the 
seaman, in his account of his sufferings 
and preservation, says, that at first he 
did not believe that it was intended to 
** leave him on the island; he saw the ship 
the morning after he was put on shore, 
" and expected every moment that a boat 
" would be put off to take him on board. 
“ He suffered at first very much from 
thirst, and to allay it he drank a consi- 
derable quantity of salt water, which 
only increased it. Most fortunately .for 
him some rain fell on the third day after 
1)6 w'as put on shore, and the quantity 
that remained in the cavities of the rocks 
'' supplied him while he remained there : 
he was under the necessity of sucking it 
out with a quill. He sa>v great nuin- 
bers of birds of the gull kind, rather 
« larger than a gopsc, hut he could not 
catch any of them. He found only one 
egg, but it was in such a putrid stue 
that he could not eat it; thv; only food 
" (if it may be> called food) that he had, 
was some bark, which he found on the 
'' shore. He saw five ships pass by while 
" he was on the island, but at too great 
" a distance for him to be visible to the 
" people on board> and the vessel by 
« which he was at last taken off, would 
« probably have passed on in the same 
« manner, if the Captain had not hove to 
" from motives of curiosity, to examine 
" the birds which were flying in great 
numbers about the island.— —Some of 
** the industrious gentlemen who snatch at 
" every opportunity of turning a pen?*y, 
** it seems, were extremely anxious \o get 
" possessioh of Jeffery, for the purpose of 
" exhibiting him at a certain price of ad- 
" mission. The Admiralty, awar€ of the 
" improper use that might be made of this 
" poar/etloWf gave him his di-Jcharge from 
f the navy, on condition that he should im* 


" mediately proceed to his mother's ia Corn- 
" loalL Had he remained in town, it is 
'' not improbable be might have been 
" persuaded to appear at one or other of 
the twelvepenny debating shops. His 
" sufferings would have furnished a copious 
" theme lor the vehement eloquence qf the doc* 

tors of these schools." The Mornino 

Post, of the same day, has this article relat- 
ing to him. " Jeffery, the seamian, has 

“ left town, having, as w'e stated yesterday. 

made a very salitfaciory arrangement with 
** the family of Captain Lake^ He says, 
that at first he did not believe that* it 
" was intended to leave him on the island; 
*' he saw the ship the morning after he 
" was put on shore, and expected every 
moment that a beat would be put off to 
. ** take him on board. He suffered at first 
** very much from thirst, and to allay it 
** lie drank a considerable quantity of salt 
'' water, which only increased it. Most 
** fortunately for him some rain fell on the 
third day after he was put on shore, and 
" the quantity that remained in the cavities 
** of the rocks supplied him while he re- 
niained there; he was under the neces- 
sity of sucking it out with a quill. Ho 
saw^ great numbers of birds of the gull 
" kijd, rather larger than a goose, but he 
" could not catch any of them.— found 
« only or.e Qg*i, but it was in such a putrid 
« state that he could not eat it; the only 
'' food (if it may be called food) that he 
“ had was some bark, which he found on 
the shore. He saw five ships pass while 
he was on the island, but at too great a 
“ distance for him to be visible to the 
“ people on board, and the vessel by which 
“ he was at last taken off, would probably 
“ have passed on in the same manner, if 
" the Captain had not hove to, from mo- 
** lives of curiosity, to examine the birds, 
which were flying in great numbers' 

" about the island.^^— -And the Cociuf.r 
of the same day said, that the friends of 
Captiiiu Lake had made him a liberal 
" compensatioj^ for his sufferings.'^ — — I 
noticed, in a former Number, 721, the 
circumstance of Jeffery li.nv»ng been met 
at Portsmouth, and brought from that place 
to London, iu a po^t-ciipi-e by Lane's 
2B 
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ciior ami o fi'ioid i, di9t istosayi 1 supposei If I met with this sentiment in the 

a friend of L»ke or of his Solicitor. Mornincj Post, or the Courier, it would 

Now, ip we are to believe the foregoing not have surprized me ; but, I must con- 
stritcuients, he has made an arrangement fess, that it does surprize me to find it m 
with the family of lAke, who, we are told, the Times.— — should not Jettery^a 

have made him a liberal compensation for sullerings be the subject ot discussion in 

his mfferings. But, without any desire the Debating Societies? What harm 

to pry into other people's aliairs, the pub- would that have done ? What harm would^ 
lie should, 1 think, be informed of the it have done to exhibit him to the view of 
nature of this arrangement; of the exact the people ? Why should they not see 
amount of the compeiisaiion; and of the this man ? Why should they not hear, if 
state, in which the man was, and com- pos.sible, from his own lips, the narrative 
pany, in which he was, when the arrange- of the cruelties exercised towards him ? 
ment was made. I do not say, that he has - ""-It is not yet openly denied, even by 
not had fair play ; that any advantage has the Morning Post and the Courier, that 
been taken of his ignorance ; but, 1 wish wickedness, when committed by the great and 
tlie circumstances to be made known, that the ptnveyful, ought to be exposed. This 
the public may be satisfied, the affair being does, indeed, appear to be the principle, 
by no means of a private nature. It is a upon which certain pious people proceed ; 
thing, in which the best interests of the but, it has not yet been openly avowed, 
nation may Viecomc involved ; and, tljeve- I believe, by any one, except by one 
fore, nothing relating to it should be trans- whose name, or, rather, whose names (for 
acted in secret, or in an underhand man- his life rei quires the use of more than one), 

ncr. It is stateil, in the above para- are too detestable to mention. Kxcepiing 

graphs, that Jeffery received his dis- this one man, I know of no writer, who 
charge upon a certain condition, namely, has, as yet, imdisguisedly avowed, tint 
that he should immediately leave London, the wickedness of the great and powcriul 
and go into Cornwall. This is impossible, ought to be disguised. And, as long as 
The Lords of the Admiralty are not em- we hold, that wickedness ought to be ex- 
powered to make any such condition ; posed, and held forth to public detesta- 
and, besides, it is not to be believed, that lion, it will hardly be denied, that iho 
they would attempt it. The man could exhibitingofjErFERY,inanywayagrce- 
iiot have been brought from the American able to himself, would have done good. 
Slates hy force. He must have been pre- Why, then, are those wdio are supposed 
vailed on to come away by a promise of likely to have wished for such an exhibi- 
his discharge, if a discharge be necessary lion, to be represented as sharpers and 
to an impressed man. And, therefore, the persons of base designs .^——Froin the first 
stor}' of a condition, imposed by the Lm'ds starting of the subject to the present day, 
(f the Admiralty, must be erroneous. It the Morning Post, the Courier, and even 
must be false ; and, -t should be contra- the Morning Chronicle, have preserved 
dieted, the tendency of it bein^ manifestly a cautious silence with regard to it. I’hey 
injurious to the country, as, if believed, it all reported the proceedings in parlia- 
must cause the seamen of the fleet to look ment, and especially the speeches of Sir 
upon the Admiralty as being very anxious Francis Burdett, in a very way ; they 

to prevent any further exposure of Lake, offered none of those long commentaries 
the consequences of which may, first upon the subject, which they are in the 
OF last, prove extremely dangerous to habit of offering upon all those subjects, as 
the coiintry.— The news- papers, above- to which they wish to excite an interest in 
quoted, seem to approve of the measure the minds of their readers ; they seemed 
by which, they say, Jeffery was pre- to wish, that the thing should excite as 
vented from getting into the hands of the little attention as possible ; aiid, from the 
Debating Cluh, where his sufferings first to the last, never have they, upon 
« would, have furnished a copious theme any occasion, published, from themselves, 
for the vehement eloquence of the doctors one single word in disapprobation qf the con* 

of these schools." What, then, this duct ^ Lake; not one single word, and 

print looks upon those sufferings ; it looks this is fact, which ought to be kept 
upon this act of horrible cruelty ; this act alive in the public mind. Those of them, 
of cool, reflecting barbarity^, as a theme who have, at any time, stepped beyond 
for no eloquence but what is, in the eyes mere narrative, and have expressed any 
of this writer^ of a nature to be ridietded f thing like tk seniimem upon the subject. 
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have expressed sentiments, the fair con- 
struction oF which would lead their read- 
ers to suppose, that they looked upon 
Lake’s conduct as by no means oF a very 
detestable nature. They began in this 
\vay, and in this way they have con- 
tinued. They have not Tenlured to 
praise Lake, nor have they gone so far as 
to attempt, in direct terms, io jnsiif}^ him ; 
but, they praise the conduct of his family 
towards Jefferv; and, they insinuate 
abuse of those, who have taken the part 
of the latter; an instance of which abuse, 
we have in the Follow’ing paragraph of 
the Morning Post, published the day 

after Jeffery’s arrival at Portsmouth. 

Robert Jeffery, the seaman, respecting 
'' W'hom some GOOD SOULS have been 
** X':nting letters in the name of Ms inothes', 
expressing her conviction that her son 
was dead,” is arrived at Pori smooth on 
" board the Thistle, from Halifax — a cir- 
“ cnmstance which will prove most MOR- 
t< TIFYING to the writers of the letters al- 
luded to, and probably to SOME 
OTHERS.” As to the lettuks, un- 

der the name of Mrs. Coade, I have seen 
a letter from herself, declaring tliat she 
w as Jhe writer of those letters, of the 
truth of which declaration there is no rea- 
son to doubt. But, suppose the letters to 
have been written by others; are those 
others to be abused for that f Is it so un- 
common for a person to sign a letter, 
written by another ? And, why was this 
yioor woman to*be deprived of the assist- 
ance of talents superior to her own ? Why, 
then, is this sneer at those, whom this 
writer supposes to have rendered her that 
assistance ? Why this attempt to stigma- 
tize the motives of such persons ? The ob- 
ject is clear : it is to throw discredit upon 
them, because, and only because, they 
have done something towards the detec- 
tion and exposure of this act of unparal- 
leled tyranny and barbarity. Then 

again, it is, by this writer, assumed, that 
the proof of Jeffery’s being still alive 
will be a ?»ost mortifying circumstance to 
certain persons, alluding, obviously, to 
those, who have been most forward in in- 
teresting themselves in his behalf and 
who, it is thus insinuated, would be sorry 
to hear qf his being alive and well. What a 
shameful slander ! What an insult to the 
public mind and heart ! What* an outrage 
upon humanity itself! And, remember, 
reader, this sentiment is addressed to 
" the fmhUmable world/* a part, at least, of 
the criminality of which sentiment does. 
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in fact, attach itself to everv one, wha 
gives encouragement to the pnnr, in which 
it IS promulgciied. I know of few things 
more scandalous te tins ccmirrv few 
things more injurious to \u clv^racler ' 
few tilings more likely to do it dishonour 
in the eyes of the wuild, tlnm this fact, 
that baldly one of its daily pi inis has ut- 
tered a word in reprobation of the ty- 
ranny and cruelty of Lake, while one "of 
them has thus openly abused those, by 
whom that tyranny and cruelty have 
been exposed, and by whonn and whom 
alone, something, ,at lcas», has heeii ob- 
tainod in the way of ronipcrtsalioii to- 
wards the unfortiinalc sulltTor, The 

public have lately seen many articles in 
the Morning Post, containing sentiments 
of humanity towards the Debtors \\i our 
several jails, and, though the schemes 
proposed were, (except an act of grace 
were passed) utterly impracticable, the 
sentiments, as far as they went, were for 
, the most part, very good ; but, what arc 
! we to think of the sincerity of the writer, 
%vho, at the very same time, abuses those, 
who have stood Ibrvvard in the cause of 
this most cruelly oppressed seaman, and, 
indeed, in the cause of all the seamen of 
the navy, who, from what has been now 
d'Hiie, cannot fail to be protected against 
any such acts, which a man like Lake 
might be disposed to commit ? What are 
we to think of the sincerity of this writer, 
in his other efforts in the cause of compas- 
sion and of mercy ? But, there is a 

motive for thea^w^^of the Morning Post and 
ftr the scarcely less censurable silence of 
the Morning Chronicle, which motive 
will, probably, have suggested itself to 
the reader, namely, hatred of Sir Francis 
Bl'hdett, who first brought the matter 
before the pafliament and the public ; 
who, after letting a sufficient time elapse 
for the Ministers to do the thing them- 
selves, obtained the printing of the minutes 
of the court martial ; and who tlien, jW two 
days Iff ore he was committed to iltc 'Ibwer, 
made that motion for an address to the king, 
which, caused an order to be issued for a 
search after Jeffery. It is, thererorr, to 
the exeitioiis of Sir Francis Bubdett, 
that is to be ascribed, and that the nation 
will not fail to ascribe, the search after'the 
man; the discovery of him; the sending ot 
the ship to the American States to bring 
him away ; his restoiaiion to his molher 
and his friends; and the compensation, 
whatever it may be, that he has received 
from Lake or his family. And this, 1 have 
2B2 
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no doubt, is Clie principal cause of the 
obuse of the priius of one party and the 

silence of those of the other party. 

But, why did this task fall to the lot of 
Sir Francis ? Only b^ausc he found no- 
body else ready to perform it. He disco- 
vered no anxiety to be the principal actor. 
He was in no haste to catch at the subject. 
.He shewed no desire to gt t applause from 
the obtaining of justice in this case. He 
told the ministers what he had heard of 
the matter ; asked them whether they 
meant to do any thing in it ; left them to 
take the necessary step.s themselves ; and 
only added, that, if nothin'^ was done by 
them, he should make, ona future day, some 
specific motion upon the subject. He 
Waited several days, and no notice being 
taken of the matter, and no intimation of 
any intended inquiry being made to him, 
he moved for the product ion of the minutes 
of the Court ManUiL They were producilid 
and printed. He let them remain for many 
days before the House; and, finding sti!!, 
that no one took the mutter up, lie, two days 
before he was hhnstlf coiwniiud to the Tower, 
made the motion for an address to the 
king, and even consentf'd, for the sake of 
unanimily, and that the House might not 
be exposed to the elfects of a division upon 
such a subject, to modify t!iat motion at^J 
believe, the suggestion of the miiiistet. 
So that, not only has the work been his, 
but it has been his without any desire, on 
his part, to be the actor; without any of 
the motives which minifesliy animate the 
traders in humitnity, of which this country 
contains not a few ; wi'.lmut any pulTiii^ 
about his feelings ; without any of the 
trappings of feigned woe and of the 
tricks of the base hypocrisy of these hypo- 
tritical times. Nriiher has he, since the 
address to the king, been concerned in 
any correspondence with ‘the friends of 
Jeffery. Without blaming, and even, 

. in all probability^, highly approving of 
it, in others, he has taken no part 
therein himself; but, with that frank- 
ness and uo dignity, which characterize 
all his actions, he has left the matter 
where it wa'^. to be resumed, of course, 
cvpenly when the parliament meets, in 
that ivay, wliich shall appear to be most 
conducive to justice in this particular case, 
and to the general good of the navy and 
the country at large.— — As some persons 
Hill (and very naturally) entertain a doubt 
of the fact of Jeffery’s arrival, I think it 
right to add, th.U 1 have before me a letter, 
dated at Loos, on the 127 tb instant, which 


contains what is to me a sufficient pnxif of 
the. fact. In this letter it is slated, that 
upon Jeffery’s arrival at Portsmouth, 
two gentlemen came down from Lon- 
don, and he was discharged. They took 
“ him to London, where he made the matter 
up with Captain Lake*s friends. ONL OF 
'' THE SAME GENTLEMEN HAS AC- 
“COMPANIED HIM TO POLPERO, 
'' and returned from that place last even- 
in g.^*— How kind ! How affectionate / 
Not leave him a moment to himself, lest, I 
suppose, any accident should befall him ; 
lest he should be robbed, or wronged ; 
lest any one should hurt him in any way I 
What a difference ! How wide the ditfer- 
enco between this treatment and that 
which ho experienced on hoard the Rc* 
cruitl How wide the dilierence between 
this treatment and that which he received 
from those, who, in cold blood, left hini^ 
half-naked and with bleeding feet, crying 
upon llie rock of Sombrero ! This change, 
such, perhaps., no human being ever 
bofuic cxpcii 'uceil, has, be it remember- 
ed, hccji the work of SiR Francis Bur- 
Di:rr. Tiiii is a fact, which neither tho 
abuse of iho Morning Post nor the silence of 
ihe Morning Chronicle will be able to 
disguise from the nation, and which will, 
in spile i)f all the counter workings of ma- 
lice Riiil hypocrisy, produce, in due time 

and niA.iriur, its appropriate effect 

Since the foregoing was vyritten, I have 
.seen the following paragraph in the Morn? 

iiig Post of the aiHb instant : Mr. 

‘“ Whitbread, when at Portsmouth last 
“ wqtk,. visited the prison ships in that 
“ harbour, and was particular in his iii- 
“ quiries as to their situation, and if they 
“ had any grievances to complain of. 
“ He also went and saw Jeffery, the seaman, 
“ on board of the Thistle, but it is under- 
“ stood the result of his inquiries turned 
“ out different from what he might have ex* 
pected, for it appears that the circumstances 
of this man* s case have been greatly misre* 

“ presented.** ^What is meant by misre-* 

pTcseniation f How have the circumstances 
of his case been murepresented f How has 
this been done ? We have the facts in 
evidence, taken upon oath ; ^nd these facts 
arc, 1. That the man was, by Warwick 
La-ke’s Order, put upon a barren and un- 
inhabited rock, half naked and with nei- 
ther victuals nor drink; that be cut his 
feet in climbing up the rock ; that either the 
cowardly or hard-hearted men, who put 
him upon the rock, left him crying there ; 
that Lake and bis ship where within sight 
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of the rotk the next Jay, and that he cold- 
bloodedJy sailed away and left the man 
on the rock to perish, in all human pro- 
bability with hunger and raving madness 
preceded by anguish and horroj's (oo great 
of mind to endure the thought of ; and, 
iinally, that Lake signed a book, a copy 
of which was sent to the Admiralty, in 
which the letter R (standing for Run axmy) 

was pat against Jeffeiiy’s name. 

These facts are all proved upon oath, as 
will appear from the minutes of the Court- 
martial, in the Register Vol. XVH, page 

396 and onwards. What docs this 

writer mean, then, by nnsrrprescntation ? 
How has Jeffery’s case been greatly 
" misrepresented f* Here is the repre- 
sentation of it in evidence upon oath. 
Here are the facts, which are not, and 
which cannot be, denied. That the man 
is alive is owing to the American Captain; 
and that he is restored to his friends with 
some little compensation for his sufferings 

is owing to Sir Francis Burdett, 1 have 

before observed, that the Morning Post 
had never, from first to last, expressed any 
disapprobation of Lake’s conduct ; and, as 
the reader will see, it is now at work to 
apologize for that conduct ; nor shall 1 be 
at all surprized, if this same writer, should, 
in a few week’s time, be found defending 
it. — ^Indeed, there is no act of oppres- 
Sion or inhumanity, which this print is 
not ready to defend, at the same time 
that it is crying *out against the tyranny 
of Buonaparte. Neither Nero nor Louis 
XIV was ever guilty of an act of cruelty 
surpassing that of the landing of Jeffery ; 
and for this act it is, that the Morning 
Post Ts making an apology. What has 
Buonaparte to do, in answer to all this 
print’s charges of cruelty against him, but 

to remind it of its apology for Lake ? 

This print is, too, observe, not the print of 
the Jacobins, but of the ** fashionable 
tvorld'* in England. That is, the de- 
scription of persons, who support this ve- 
hicle for the apology for the most horrid 
barbarity. The writer knows well whom 
he is addressing himself to. And, 1 do 
hope, that this apology will be 6ortjf in 
mind, 

Jacobins. — 1 said, some weeks back 
(at page 427), that my serious belief was, 
that the HYPOCRITES would " not have 
** the smallest scruple to applaud, or even 
join. His Most Satanic Majesty, were 
** he, in his proper 'person, to come, ac- 
cording to thoir own notions of him. 
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" horned and hoofed and clad in sheet* of 
fire and brimstone." But, I ,cMly did 
not believe, that they were so neur the 
time of openly proclaiming the\r readi- 
ness to form an alliance with tlu* Jacohins of 
France, and upon the ground, too, ot ihose 
Jacobins being, the friends of 
and the raai lovers of their country.** 

I That such was and is the case, howcvi r, 
we are now to see ; and the subject is one 
of great importance, because this is, in all 
probability, to become the foundation of 
some new hope, some 7?eiv delusion, some wew 
cheat, intended by the venal press to be 
practised upon this most thinking*' na-. 
j tion. The article, which I am about to 
I insert, is taken from the Coubier news- 
I paper of the 18th instant, and the reader 
I will see from it, that a Jacobin Blot, in 
Frimce, against the power, and, of comae, 
against the life of Napoleon, is now openly 
recommended in one, at least, of the Eng- 
lish Daily prints, that print being one of 
those, which has, for many years past, 
been amongst the loudest in its cries 
against Jacobinism, and in its invectives' 
against all those, who, under whatever 
circumstances, have contended for what 
has usually been, in this country, deno- 
minated liberty, or freedom,-— The 
flight,” says the Courier of the date 
above-mentioned, •' of Lucien Buonaparte, 
the state of war in which Napoleon 
stands with most of his family and coad- 
^^julors, justify hopes of the downfall of 
** his power, from the reliellioii of his 
** Instruments. •— Lucien flown from his 
" tyranny ; Louis flown from his t\v 
raiiny ; the quiet Joseph bulleted about 
from Italy to Spain, forced to remain 
'• amidst a sea of terrors; Jerome bereaved 
of his love ; life stupid bully Murat, in- 
** capable of giving assistance; the iogiti- 
** mate wile divorced ; her family cou<e- 
** quently full of resentment and revenge; 
** Fouclic and other main instruments dis- 
graced, thus exciting the suspicion and 
disgust of others equally necessary^ 
" This is a situation of affairs highly daii- 
" gerous to Buoiiapartd, which the adop- 
•• tion of Bernadotte as King of Swedi n, 
of Bcrthier as King of Poland, and of 
^ Masseiia as King of Portugal, in iv 'Owt 
" be able to counteract. Incapable .of 
•• finding ruffians sufficient in hi» own 
family for his Kings, incapable of hav- 
** ing legitimate children, whatever U% 
** may call the bastards begotten on a Frin- 
« cess qf Austria: he may rave, and swag- 
ger, and dictate, but it is evident that 
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circuinstance5i con5;pire against his de- " uiards, a people making the most great 
** signs, and that tlicy are likely to frus- « and gallant struggles for independence, 

•' trate the views of this splendid villain, which there is any record in history.” — 

“ iiotfvithstanding all^his triumphs iji the This article presents itself to us in three 
field. — In all he does there is nothing of distinct lights : Fiust, as an instance of 
** permanence. He is a destroyer merely, abuse of Napoleon and his Empress: 

and were he to die, the whole machi- Second, as an invitation to the supposed 
** nery would stand still Jor want of a direc- Jacobins of France ; and, Tiiiud, as a de- 
“ /or. The open defection of his family scription ofthe state of the public mind in 

and friends gives rise to the hope that this kingdom. To take them iii the 

his tyranny may provoke a powerful order, in which they come before us, we 
“ parly, even in hTs own palace, to over- here see Napoleon represented as a 
“ throw him. Such a party would, and " VILLAIN,” and so called without any 
'' could only consist of the /riendsQ/'/zA^r/y, qualification whatever. The children 
" called the Jacobins, Were they to rise which he shall have by Maria Louisa are, 
masters, and for such an event the Go- by anticipation, called BASTAllHS, and, 
" vernnient qf this country should be prepared, what Maria Louisa, the daughter of our 
** it would be the enthusiasm of the qnrit of very late ** august ally,” the Emperor of 
** freedom that would alone give them Austria, what this Princess must be, 

" strength and success. But experience it is unnecessary to say, and it is rather a 
'' would deter them as well from renewing wonder that this writer did not, by giving 
** the wild horrors of Robespierre's reign, her the save us the trouble of point- 

** as from continuing the militai y tyranny ing out an inference. It is only on the 

of the Corsican llsurper. The ncces- dth of this month, that the Morning Post 
sary consequence of the accession of contained the following passage : '' To the 
such a pirty to power, would be tireru ‘'People of the United Kingdom. Ihe 
" mod ration and cIrcutus])eciion, aiul it is " deujslabic characters lately exposed in the 
" more likely that they would brins' back " Pillory, may be considered as the real 
“ the Fiouruoii I'amily, on conditions, to representatives of the Corsican Tyrant 
slrciigilu u theni'^civcs, than any other " and his Ministers, who BOAST OF THE 
" party. Kiiy it is likely even that they " MONSTROUS VICE, which excites 

" would rtnounce sill foreign conquests, " such horrors in every British bosomd* 

" bending their cxeitions and bauvolaiic Such, reader, is the language ofthe Cou- 
to the amdiOiAitlon of Fra^icc sini^ly. Such rier and the Morning Post news-papers. 
“ a change should be hailed by the BritisliA Such are their charges, their positive, 
“ Government, encouraged and openly made, distinct and plain charges 

" Wliat : assisl the French .Jacobins ! o^r against a Princess of Austria, a daughter 
stupid Rcya'lsis would exclaim. Yes : of our late ally, the Emperor Francis, and 
any < lu nge ui Franco must be for the against her husband, whom, in our late 
heitcr; uo clvjn^e can be effected with- capitulation in Portugal, we acknowledged 
“ out a pariy, and no party has sufficient as an Emperor, and whom Sir Arthur Wel- 
strength for the purpose, but that which loslcy recognized as an Emperor more 

'‘is cailed the Jacubms. Perhaps this than two years ago. Is this a disgrace 

“would bethought too great a triumph to the English press, or is it not? Was 
“ for the English Jacobins, who might the like of this ever seen to issue from any 
“ become dangerous at home. Fear not. other press in the world ? Is this dictated 
Ihc moment the ruling party in Franco by a love of country, and feelings of 
" not Otily ceased to be our enemies, but manly hostility towarcls its powerful ene- 
“bPi^ amc sincerely on good terms with my, or by the selfish fear of pecuniary 
“ us, from that moment the loss, which seldom fails to shew itself in 
“ Would exurutc than. Our home Jacobins eiiusions of mean and impotent malignity ? 

sympathize with every thing that is in Arise from what source it may, there can 
“ opposition to the Eiv^h^h Govanment and bo, doubt, I think, in the mind of any ra- 
“ EstMishments, which they wish to destroy, tional man, that it must be productive of 
“Place but the friends of freedom in ^ mischief to the country. --7— It has always 
“ France in amity with this country, and been a maxim amongst nations, that wars 
“ one half of the Opposition, with nearly should be carried on with as little of per- 
“ il\e whole qf. the Ifurdettites, will become sonal acrimony ^ possible; and for this 
“ their enemies. Witness the base con- plain reason, that such personal acrimony, 
“ duct of these factions towards the Spa- while it cannot possibly do any good, may 
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not only possibly, but very likely, do a 
great deal of barm, by exciting passions, 
which, without’ it, would never have ex- 
isted. This maxim is peculiarly applica- 
ble to the war now going on, and'especial 
care should be taken not to make the 
quarrel with Napoleon a personal one, 
seein^r that the happiness of so many 
British subjects depend upon his breath. 

1 am not foolish enough to suppose, that 
any thing that can be said by these veiial 
writers, or, by any body else, can, in the 
smallest degree, tend to the strengthening 
of his resolution to subdue this country, if 
he can ; but it must be evident to every 
one, that there are a great variety of 
ways, in which he may be induced to add 
to the severities of war, and especially 
while he has so many British subjects in I 
his hands. Viewing the matter in this 
light, who can help feeling indignation at 
these unnecessary attacks, this bootless 
abuse, these foul, atrocious, and unpar- 
donable calumnies, calumnies which no- 
thing but an almost infernal nialignit)^ 
could invent, and which it is not in human 
nature to forgive. The writers of this 
country justified the invasion of Holland 
by the Prussian army, under the late 
Duke of Brunswick, on the score of a per- 
sonal insult, all edged to have been oflercd 
by a very small part of the people to the 
then Princess of Orange. But if that in- 
sult had been offered by every individual 
soul in the United Netherlands, it would not 
have amounted to a millionth part of the 
insult, which, in the above quoted pas- 
sages, is offered to Napoleon and to a 
Princess of a Royal House, but a short 

while ago in alliance with England. 

Am 1 told, that the English government 
and nation are not answerable for what is 
published in the Morning Post and Cou- 
rier ? My answer is, that the English go- 
vernment has, upon several occasions, or- 
dered persons to be prosecuted for what 
were deemed libels against foreign Princes, 
and even against Napoleon himself ; and 
that, as to the nation, these ptintsarc pub- 
lished in the metropolis, are circulated 
through the country, are upheld by nu- 
merous purchasers, and that, too, amongst 
that class of society, who ought to be 
judges of tlie fitness of what they read. 
— - This being the case, the nation must 
expect to be looked upon as hnswerable 
for what these prints contain; and, though 
It is well known that all persons of a just 
way of thinking do hold these publica- 
lions ill abhorrence, yet, it would be very 
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foolish for os to expect, that the world, ?n 
lU esumate of the act, would make this 
exception with respect to its authors; 
and, whatever may be our wishes, we may 
be assured, that, in whatever couuiry these 
r atrocious publications may be te.id, a 
deaf ear will bp turned to all our com- 
plaints against the persevering hostility, 
rancour, and vindictiveness of^Buonaparte, 
who, if he has in him the feelings com- 
mon to mankind, can never be satisfied 
with any thing short of the total extirpa- 
tion of those, from whom have j»roceedcd 
these diabolical charges. It i**, there- 

fore, the duty of every man, and espe- 
cially of every man, who has at his com- 
mand any portion of the pi ess, to endea- 
vour to wipe from liis country in general 
this foul, this deep disgrace, and to fix it 
exclusively upon the heads of thasf- MI\R* 
CENARY, mean and MAI.IUNANT 
HYPOCRITES, from whom, and from 

whom alone, ii coulvl possibly flow. 

As to the Second point, the invitation to 
the Jacobbis of France, this wiirer tolls us 
that poweiTuI a party may be raided in Na- 
poleon^s own Palace, to overthrow him ; 

I that such a party could consist, only, of 
the friends of liberty, called the Jacobins; 
that if they were to become masters, their 
strength would be derived from the enthw- 
siasni of the spirit of freedom ; that it is like- 
ly they would bend their exertions and 
benevolence to the bettering of the condition 

of France, This is no bad picture of 

*the Jacobins, and one w6uld really sup- 
pose, that the wriler of the Courier, had, 
for a moment, forgotten hiniself, and taken 
a leaf out of hist>/d book, ■■■■ — We Jacobins 
may now liold up our heads, 1 think ; fur 
what better cliaracior. than this can we 
ask or wish forj Were 1 to choose the 
words of my epitaph, they should be 
these : " He was a friend of Liberty, his 
flower he derived from the spirit of Jreedom, 
*' and his exertions were directed to the bene^ 
volent purpose of bettering the condition of 
** England a character which 1 would 
not exchange for the accumulated sums, 
arising from the sinecures of the PerceVAl 

and Grenville families. Having given 

this character of the French Jacobins, 
this writer tells us, that they may proba- 
bly become masters in France, an event 
for which our government should be pre^ 
pared; and that our government should 
hail the return of the Jacobins to power, 

encourage it, and assist it. ^The reader 

will not fail to recollect how many years 
we carried on war, how many miUiona of 
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money we spent^ and how many thousands 
of men were slain in war^ because France 
was under the domination of 'Jacobins ;• 
and here we have/ at the end of fifteen 
years of bloody war, a writer who scru- 
ples not to insult us with a project for the 
spending of more millions for the purpose 
of restoring the Jacobins of France to 
power ! 1 have often said, that no nation 
was ever so outrageously insulted as this, 
but, really, this insult is greater than even 
I could have expected to witness.-— 
How often was it urged against the French 
Revolutionists, that they invited the peo- 
ple of other countries to conspire, to re- 
volt, and to rebel ? How often was this 
stated as the ground of hostility against 
them, and as a proof of their insincerity 
in their oiFers to treat for peace ? How 
often was it represented as a proof of the 
impossibility of living at peace With 
them, and made the bar to all overtures 
for peace when no other was aliedged ? 
And now, behold ! we arc told that the 
readiest way effectually to serve our own 
cause is to hail, to encourage and to assist 
conspiracy, revolt and rebellion in France, 
against a person whose right of sovereign- 
ty we have recognized in a solemn treaty ; 
against a person, from whom, as sovereign 
itf' France, we have r«.ceived ccssi<msof ter^ 
ritory belonging ic Spain and Holland; 
against a person whose sovereignly has 
been recognized in the Cour^ of King’s 
Rencli in terms the most express and ex- 
plicit ! Docs the reader believe that 

conduct like this, on the part of our prtyjs, 
tends to give us credit, and to do us ho- 
nour, in the eyes of the world ? And, 
what can those, who in any way what- 
ever, give encouragement to these prints, 
and who feed and fatten these venal 
writers, say in defence of their own 
morality and taste? Docs it iio^ be- 

sides, occur to the reader, that tl)is*in- 
viiation to conspiracy, revolt, and re- 
bellion, may be applied to ourselves ? 
If it right for our government to invite 
the French^ people to conspire against 
their sovereign, and to encourage and assist 
them therein, may it not be said, that it is 
right in tile Fi'ench government to do the 
same with regard to our sovereign; or, do 
these writers suppose, that even the immu- 
table prinjciples of reason are to give way^ 
to their humours> wishes, and interests? 
•— — Again, if it justifiable in the people 
of France, or any part of them, to rise in 
rebellion against a person, whom we have, 
hi so many ways, and by . such solemn acts. 


recognized as their sovet'etgn : if it be justi- 
fiable in them to rise, in rebellion against 
and to dethrone Mcir. sovereign, docs it 
not require something to convince the 
people of this country, that such an act to- 
wards our sovereign woukl not be justifi^ 

able T Thus, you see, reader, that these 

hypocritical writers are, as far as they 
have any influence, cutting the throat of 
that authority, which they profess to ad- 
mire and defend. They preach the right 
of conspiracy, revolt, rebellion, and regi- 
cide ; and, though they would fain, per- 
haps, address themselves to the people of 
France exclusively, they do, in fact, ad- 
dress themselves to nobody but the people 
of this kingdom, to the subjects of their 
own sovereign, who alone hear what they 
say, and who, of course, are the only per- 
sons that can possibly, through their means, 
imbibe these principles ol anarchy and 

bloodshed. ^The Third light, in which 

we have to consider this publication from 
the Courier is, as a description of the public 
mind in this country. And here one might 
reasonably have expected a good account 
of the English Jacobins; but, this writer 
has, it seems, discovered, that, while the 
Jacobins of France arc ** friends of liberty 
are animated by the enthusiasm of the spU 
** nt of freedom;^* are of a benevolent** 
disposition ; have ** moderation** in their 
views ; and wish for nothing so much as 
the bettering qf the condition cf France ;** 
he has discovered, that,, while this is the 
character of the Jacobins of France, that 
of the Jacobins of England is just the re- 
verse, and that they hate nothing hut their 
own country, and would even hate their 
brother Jacobins of France, tJie moment 
these latter should shew any friendship for 

England. Having communicated this 

discovery to his readers, he proceeds to 
describe the classes and strength of the 
English Jacobins. He says, that ** our 
/iiome Jacobins sympathize with any thing 
** that is bi opposition to the English go- 
vcrmient and establishments, which they 

" w'ish to destroy.” There is, indeed, 

some diflerence, in the words, at least, be- 
tween “ governments** and ••esiabU^htnents,** 
and country: and it is possible that this 
writer may mean, that we Jacobins in 
England, are not enemies of our country. 
•—Well, then, we, the English Jacobins, 
or in other words, the English ** friends qf 
liberty ;** are, as he says, the enemies of 
the English governments^ and esta«- 
blishments.” Let us, therefore, now, see ^ 
who we are, and what is the prpbable num^ 
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ber of us. « One half the Cjppost^ion, with 

“ nearly the wholeef the Burd€ttitei.^* It is 

well known, that in spite of all the influence 
of place and of power about one half of the 
members of the two houses of parliament 
belong to what is called the Opposition. 
Thus, then, this writer declares to the world, 
that about one quarter part of those mem- 
bers wish to destroy the English government 
and establishments; and that the same wish 
is entertained by nearly the, whole of the 
Burdettites, who, without the smallest ex- 
aggeration, consist, taking all the classes 
of the people together, of more than four 
fifths of all the able bodied men in this 
kingdom. And, this writer proclaims to 
the world ; he tells our enemy, that all 
these persons are not only discontented, 
are not only hostile to the ministers of the 
day ; but that they actually wish to destroy 
the English governments and establishments, 
I thought, that we were told, only the 
other day, that wc were an united people ; 
and, I am sure, I must have read, within 
these thirteen months, some hundreds of 
paragraphs and poems, in which it has 
been asserted, that the people of this 
country, with one united voice, blest the day 
that the King was born, returned thanks 
tO' Heaven for the good they enjoyed 
under his government, and prayed most 
earnestly to the Lord long to preserve the 
life of him, owing to whom, under Divine 
Providence, they enjoyed so much free- 
dom and happiness. • But now, behold, it 
is asserted, by one of the writers of these 
very paragraphs, that a great part of the 
people wish for the " destruction of the 
** English Government and Establishments/* 
in which it would be treason to say, that 

the king is not included. ^'fhese writers, i 

these profound IIYPOCRITEIS, know that 
they publish falshoods, and they know, 
too, that such falshoods must be greatly 
injurious to the nation ; they well know, 
that such falshoods must tend to encou- 
rage the enemy, must invite him to invade 
us, must disincline him towards any rea- 
sonable terms of peace, and, which is 
more than all the rest, must make an in- 
vasion truly perilous previously mak- 
ing one part of the people look upon the 
other part as their enemies. All this 
these HYPOCRITES know full well; 
but, tJiey themselves thrive, and, indeed, 
exist only through the means of domestic 
divisions and animosities, were it not for 
which they would be compelled- to sweep 
the streets or black sfioes, and, therefore, 

tboagb excoMiveJjr rnisebieroas, their con- f 
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duct is perfectly nulural. 1 howewr, 
of opinion, that the day U not for distant, 
when their efforts in this way will become 
unavailing, when the pedple shall see how 
they have been abused and cheated, when 
they shall be convinced that the safety 
of the country and, of each individual in 
it calls for an union of exertions ; and 
when we see that day, we may say, in 
the words of my motto : The hope of 

the HYPOCRfrES shall perish.^* 

Portugal. The wind having b^en 

foul, for some days past, no intelligence 
has been received, it appears, from Lis- 
bon. There is now, however, no anxiety 
in the public mind, we are told, as to the 
result of the campaign; and, indeed, after 
the statement of numbers, inserted in the 
ministerial prints, and copied from them 
into m^ last Number, at page 152, and 
which statement was as follows 


'' English Army 30,000 

Portuguese Regulars 59,15^ 

89,755 

Portuguese Militia 32,^48 

Total 142,605 


After this statement, which was published 
with all the air of full authority, in the 
Courier news-paper of the 17th of Sep- 
tember; afterseeing this, and knowing that 
10 tjiousand men, English Brunsiwieker 
troops, have joined our army since, and 
knowing also, from Lord Talavera's own 
dispatch, that he has, in the race which he 
has so fortunately won, lost neither men 
nor stores, except at Almeida and the 
trifling loss at the Victory of Busa^o: 
with these facts before us, and knowing 
that Massena had nothing but the ground 
he stood upon after he had been routed at 
Busa^o, and that, though, some how or 
other, be did make shift to drag his sol- 
diers’ carrion carcasses along in spite of 
the crows and other birds of prey, still he 
and his wretched raggamuffins were, when 
the last advices came away, half-naked, 
unhoused, unfed, and afflicted with the 
dysentery, with a ravaged and depopu- 
lated country behind them, their retreat 
to Spain cut off. Colonels Miller and 
Trant operating upon their communi- 
cations,” and with a superior and vie* 
torious army in their front: after this, it 
would be strange indeed if any man in Eng* 
land were to entertain the smallest anxiety 
for the ^result (xf the caapa/ga, nrhteb. 
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jas 1 observed jbefilrp^ ba«i now nothing left they left 2,000 men dead upon the field, 
to i’umplete it but the mere hour and »zan- aiid thut Marshal Beresford has in conse* 
Kfr; thetmnl itself being looked upon as <]uence of our vietpry, been made a Knight 
ferlfiin^ aiH) the K?\vanls to the winners of of the Jialh — Tho first hint of this 
the victory being, in all likelihxiod, already Fft-nch intelligence was given in the 
in contemplation.—^ — We have, too, now Morning Post uf last Saturday, and I 
received, in Marshal Beresford's account do iiiost earnestly beseech the reader 
of the Victory of Biisayo, indubitable ])i oof to obK-rve the tone, the manner, and 

of the fllscipUne and valour of the Portu- cspecialiy the hufic of it: ** Paris 

gttwc' Troops. He says (See his report to '^journals to the loih iiist. have reach- 
Don Miguel Pereira Forjaz) that the Por- " ed town. They contain TiIassena's 
^ uguese troops covered themselves with account of ilic battle of Buzaco, in 
glory; that they shewed themselves wor- ‘'which, with his wonted disregard of 
thy of their companions in arms, the Eng- “ truth, he boasts of having driven the UrU 
lish army ; that they made it a glorious " thk before Lim^ an assertion which the 
xlay ftr iho Portugi!e.-.e name; that they oi having left 2,000 dead on the 

obta’iiicd tiie admiration and full confi- “field of hdilU*, buried by us, 
donee of the English auny ; thut they compleiclj/ to Jutsijy. He also suios, that 
shewed courage in the attack and firmness “ he louk a great luin^ber of prisoners, 
during the whole day in receiving the fire “ though it has been uccurutdp ascertuined, 
of the enemy ; that they added discijdine “ that the number of our missing was very 
10 valour ; that it is impossible there can 1 “ few. He concludes with saying, that 
be any better troops; that they charged “ be was in full and close jiursuit of the 
witli tho bayonet, and performed an act of “ British, witli liis sword nearly in J^urd 
the most perfect gallantry, both oil account iVdlingtarfs bacL He certainly was 
of discipline and courage ; that they sup- “ close upon the British lines, and it is for 
ported, during the whole battle, the ‘fire of •“ information of the result of the conilict, 
J4 pieces of artillery, killed a great num- “which ensued, that the British Public 
her of the enemy, dismomxtcd three of “ at present in such anxious expecU- 

their guns, and made two of his ammuni- “ tion,'^ Reader, look at the logic, 

tion waggons blow up ; that their conduct Look at the way, in which this writer an- 
would have done honour to the most vete- divers what be gives us as Massena’s as- 
i-an troops, for, by the avowal of all the sertions; and, when you have looked well 
English Ofiicers, they displayed equal at that, take a look at what his twin bro- 
djscipline and valour.-*—— After this,wlnch, ther of the CouRiER^said on the same day : 

as the reader will see, is no more, not a “ It was said yesterday evening that 

word more, than the Marshal ha« said ; “ a Moniteur had been received, contain- 
after this, let us hope, that no one, in esti- “ ing an account of the battle of Buzaco; 
mating the force of the allied army will “ that Massena claimed the victory, as- 
attempt to make my distinction between “ sorting, that he had gained it by the 
the English and Portuguese ; and, of “ bayonet, his troops advancing at the 
course, we may hopc^ that no attempt will pas dc charge, and driving us irom our 
be made to diminish the numbers before “positions; that he had forced us to re-* 
stated, which numbers are, it is, on all “ Heat with the greatest precipitation lo 
hands allowed, greatly superior to those “ Lisbon, pursued /V/ice ciaws /esreiMs; that 
of Massenn.-r. — While such is the state of “ he had taken a large quantity qf provisions 
ihiugSt or, rather, was the state of things “ and ammunition, that our lossamouut- 
wheft the last intelligence came off, the “ od to 7,000 men. That Maussena would 
trwch have, it seems, been at their old ** claim the victory was to be expected i but 
^.ork; namely, publishing accounts, in “ WE who KNOW the REAL FACT, and 
virbick (See the latter part of this Number) “ who have received the OFFICIAL DE- 
represent the state of their affairs in “ TAILS, can SMILE at his^ boast qf hav*- 
Spnin as being extremely prosperous, and “ ing killed and wounded 7,(W0 of our 
III wluch,, with regard to Portugal, they “ troops, taken stores and provisions, and 
not only do not seem to be in de^^paic from “forced us to retreat with precipitation, 
sickness and famine, but in which they “ As* a proof nf the correctness of his as* 
deny having been beaton at Bnsayo, but “ sertions, our readers will recollect, that 
eveiii say that they heat us upon that day Lard Wellington did not quit Coimbra 
of immortal glory to the English and Por- " bill the fourth day after the battle of Bu- 
tugaese > ibongh wa know that soco.”— Oh ! Admirable logician ! 
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What a neat and short-cut mode of an- 
swering a statement. Ye3:,i/ou may « smile 
and smile and smile this and the con- 
text may do very well for you; but, really, 

' Sir, why was it to be expected that Massena 
would elaim the •victory f Why ? Come, 
Sir, none of your wriggling and trusting. 
Stand up, look us in the face, and tell us, 
why it was to be expected that would 

claim the •victory. Toll us uliv, after we 
'•had wi‘norv«fd the houcar of Ivnicrht of the 
Bath conferred upon iVIai-hul Hciesford 
and after you had told ns that Loril Tahi- 
vera was to be promoted in the peerage; tcdl 
w^why, after this, we v.c re to expect that 
Birmenn •would claim the viclory, it i'j use- 
less to spur and goad you. You will not 

rriMwer, becauaf" you cannot, 'fhese, 

couKidering the source from which they 
proceeded, were ugly ill-favoured para- 
graphs. People asked, ** if Mdssena's ac- 
“ count be come, why not let us see it? It 
may be full of falaehood, but why not 
" publish it ? What he says we may possi- 
'* bly know to be all lies, hut why not 
•* favour us with a sight of it ? Ills account 
« may very likely, be calculated to make 
you, Mr. Editor, smite, but why not let us 
« smile along with you In vain did 
they ask, however. A glum, sulky silence 
was preserved, until this morning (the 30th) 
when the Times, which seems always to 
be the earliest with foreign intelligence, 
gave us, along with the IVcncli acc<-unt 
of the war in Spain, the following article, 
relating to the war in Portugal, taken 
from the French official paper, the Mo- 
niteur, of the 20th instant. — « General 
•' Drouct, commanding the 9th corps of 
the Army of Spain, communicates under 
** tlij date of the lOih iiist. the arrival of 
“ a person in whom he can place cim- 
fidcncc at Valladolid, from whom he 
•• received the following intelligence 
On the 30th the Prince of Essling arrived 
** at Cnimbra, one of the principal towns 
of Portugal, situate half way between 
Almeida and Lisbon. The French army 
had already marched forty leagues since 
it broke up from Almeida. The advanced 
•• guard and Hanking parties had several 
engagements with the Portuguese regi- 
meiits and the militia; it had taken up- 
« tvards of 2,500 prisoners, and disarmed se- 
** veral Portuguese regiments. On the 27th 
<^of September it fell in with the Eoglish 
army, in a strong position, within a ^y's 
march of Coimbra, which it conceived 
impregnable. The English were at- 
tadtcjd, turned, and closciy pursued ; they 


“ ahandoned some of their sick and magazines, 
Tlic rei>ult of the affair on the liivth was 
7o0 prisoners, of whom l-OO iverc English, 

'' and two pieces of F.nglisA cannon. Bm 
what wr.t> of more impurtaiice, the avu*y 
** been me puisters by this aftair of ilic su- 
peih po.'-itions of the Mondego and the 
tv,\M\ of C*oimbra, v^tiich affords great ic~ 

** sources. The officer bearing the dis- 
patches, containing the details of the 
'' events subseejurnt to the 27th of Sep- 
" teiuber, was proceeding with the guard 
that escorted the prisoners. The per* 
son from whom this intelligence was 
received left them at Viseu. •— The 
army was in excellent health, and abund- 
" a7iily supplied with provisions. The 
'' wounded had been sent to Viseu, they 
were ])rincipally those who suffered in 
"the affair on the 27 ih; they scarcely 
amounted to 500 men, including the sick . — 
General Drouet was proceeding to Al- 
rneida, to kt ep up the communicatiqn 
" with tliat part of Portugal in the rear of 
** the anny.*^ — —Reader, look well at this 
article. Go over it twice. The French 
say, that, they made lOOprisoneis, of whom 
4*00 were English, while Lord Talavera 
says, that he lost, mi missing, but 32 Eng- 
lish and 20 Portuguese, in the whole of 
the buttles of the 2hth and 27th of 
September. Then, again, the French say, 
that the whole of their wounded, inciudiiig 
their wounded in the battle of Busayo, 
amounted to scarcely Jive hundred men, 
whereas Lord Talavera tells us (see page 
605) that their loss in wounded was 
« immense that (sec same page) their 
loss altogether was ** enoi-mous and 
that (see fame page) they “ lei’t 2,000 
** killed up«»n the field of battle;'^ whence 
"the Mol ning Post wounding 8,000 by 
" computation/* thus rendered the total 
loss of the enemy 10,000 men. And, after 
all this, are we to be told ; aie we to see it 
in print ; are we to read it in an EngliaU 
news-paper, no matter from whom pro- 
cs^eding, that the French lost, upon 
this occasion, only 500 men in wound- 
ed ? Oh I Mr. DaouET, if you were 
here, the Morning Post would pay you 
off for your lying# and 1 am not sure, that 
it would not pay you in your own coin. 

As to the story about our having 

abandoned some of our sick and our fw«- 
gazines, it is very odd, but it is not 
true, that the moment I heard of the Vic- 
tory of Busa 9 o, 1 exclaimed, ** I trust that 
" our sick and wounded have not been left 
** behind, this time P'— — For in my Lord 
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Talavcra's dispatch, nothing, that I recol- 
lect, is said about sick or magazines, and 
as to what happened at Coimbra, aiicr the 
victory of Busa^o, we, as yet, have no ac- 
count, and I much question whether we 
ever shall ! We knoxv indeed, that Colonel 
Trant, who was « operating upon Mas- 
•• sena’s communications,'' took .5,000 
French at Coimbra, which were marched 
to Oporto, and 3,000 of whom were actu- 
ally put on board of ship to be sent to Png- 
land ; but we have never heard any thing 
about magazines and skk,— — Fear to the 
winds, however, for we know that, (if the 
Courier and Morning Post have spoken 
truth) we have 100,000 British and Ger- 
man and Brunswicker troops, and Portu- 
guese troops " equal to any in the world," 
posted behind strong lines, upon which 
are planted nearly 1,000 pieces, of artil- 
lery ; and that the Frenchman has not 
much more than half the number of skin- 
and-bone wretches, afflicted with the dy- 
sentery, without housesto cover them, and 
without any means of prolonging, for 
man}’ weeks, their miserable existence. 

W»«. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

30th October, 1810. 

P. S. There is a humourous thing going 
on, in the Morning Post, about the Por- 
tuguese Conspiracy. I beg the reader to 

keep his eye upon it. Let him also 

watch what is saying about Lucien liuona- 
part^. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Portugal.— M hrs/wl Bereford^s Account 
qf the Battle of Busago, in a Letter, da- 
ted 30th Sept, at Coimbra, addressed to 
Don Miguel Pereira Porjaz, 

Most Illustrious and most Excellent Se- 
nor,— I have the great satisfaction of an- 
noun^'ing to your Excellency, for the in- 
fnrm/ition of his Royal Highness, that the 
allied army under the command of his 
Excellency Marshal General Lord Vis- 
count Wellington, has defeated the ene- 
my's array under the command of Marshal 
Masscua, in an attempt which it made 
against our position on the heights of Bu- 
saco. As his Excellency the Marshal 
General will transmit to you, in order to 
be submitted to his Royal Highness, all 
the details of the movements and disposi- 
tions which led to this brilliant victory, I 
shall confine myself to what relates to the 


particular troops of bis Royal Highness, 
who covered themselves with glory and sliewed 
themselves worthy emulators of their compa- 
nions in arms qf the English army, and wor- , 
thy inheritors of the glory of their an- 
cestors,’— 'The enemy having, on the 25th, 
pushed forward his advanced posts to the 
ioHTi* part of onr position on the mountain, 
he established himself there, and during 
the 2Gth concentrated tiie whole force 
of the three corps of his army. At six ' 
o'clock ill the morning of the 27ih, he at- 
tacked our position with strong columns 
at two different points, and a fire was main- 
tained with great vigour for about two hours 
and a half. The Portuguese troops who dis- 
tinguished themselves were all those who 
had the good fortune to be at the points o." 
attack, and consisted of the following 
corps: — The brigade of the 9lh and 21st, 
under the orders of Col. Champalinraud ; 
and after that officer was wounded, under 
Lieut. -Col. Sutton. The 8ih regiment, 
commanded by Lieut. -Col. Douglas. The 
brigade of the 1st and l(3tli of the line, and 
4th battalion of Cavadores, under the com- 
’maiid of Brig-Gen. Pack. The brigade of 
the 7th and IQth, and the Ca^adores, No. 

2, under Brig.-Gen. Colman. The batta-’ 
lions of Cavadores, Nos. 1 and 3, with the 
English light division, and the 6th bat- 
talion of that brigade, commanded by 
Brigadier-General Campbell. Two bri- 
gades of artillery, under the immediate 
command of Major Arentschild, and two 
of the 3d division, which were posted more 
to the left,— The only difference in the 
conduct of those troops consisted in the 
opportunities which afibrded the different 
corps occasions for distinguishing them- 
selves. This may be called a glorious day 
for the Portuguese name, our troops having, 
by their behaviour, obtained the admi-' 
ration and full confidence of the English 
army. The conduct of the 8th regiment, 
under the command of Lieut.- Col. Dou- 
glas, and in which Major Birmingham 
distinguished himself, secured to it the 
glory, along with two Ei^lish regiments, 
of dislodging the enemy from the heights, 
which he had gained, making him 
pay dearly for his momentary ad- ‘ 
vantage. The 9th and 21st regiments 
have merited the complete approbation' 
of Major-General Picton and ColoneL 
Champalimaud, Lieut. Colonel Sutton,' 
and Lieut.-Colonel Jose Maria de Araujo ' 
Bacellar, who commanded the 21st regi-' 
merit, deserve the highest praise.— My 
thanks are due to Brigadier General 
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Pack, as well as to the corps which were 
under his orders, and also to the Com-' 
xnanders of those corps. Lieutenants Co- 
lonel Hill, and Luyz do Rego, and Major 
Armstrong. The conduct of the battalion 
*of Cayadores, No. 4, deserves to be parti- 
cularly mentioned, both for its courage in 
^ the attack, and for the firmness vvith which 
it supported, during the uhole day, the fire of 
the enemy » The battalion of Ca^adores, 

No. 1, commanded by Lieut. Col. Jorge 
<]e Avilez, conducted itself extremely 
well, and merits my highest commenda- 
tions. The battalion No. 3, under the 
command of Lieut. Col. Elder, particularly 
distinguished itself, and having to the re- 
putation of discipline added that of valour, 
it is impossible that there can be any better 
troops than those which compose this battalion, 
^ The Brigade of BrigadierGeneral Colman, 
consisting of the 17th and 19th, and the 
Ca^adores, No. 2, merited also every eulo* 
gium, and equal praise is due to the Com- 
manders of these corps. Colonels Palmei- 
rim and Jose Cardoso de Menece, Sotto- 
rnaior, and Lieut. Col. Nixon. Five com- 
panies of the 19lh regiment, under the 
, immediate command of Lieut, Col. Mac- 
bean, made a charge ^vith the bayonet on 
* the enemy, which is particularly men- 
tioned by all the OfTicers of both armies 
who saw it, as an act of most perfect gaU 
lantry, both on account of the discipline, and 
courage which the troops displayed, Tlic 
battalion of Ca^adores, No. (i, belonging 
to General (^arnpbel^s brigade, and com- 
manded by Lieut. Col. Sebastian Pinto, 
behaved also very well, and deserve my 
thanks. Tlie two brigades of artillery of 
the 9th and dth, under the personal orders 
' of Major Arontschild, greatly distinguish- 
ed themselves ; they supported, with much 
firmness during the whole battle, tlie fire of 
14 pieces of artillery, killed a great number 
of the enemy, dismounted three of their guns, 
and made two of his ammunition waggons 
blow up. The other two brigades merit 
eijual approbation . — All the Officers and 
soldiers of these corps have acted so as to 
render it my duty to convey to his Royal 
Highness an account of their good and ex- 
cellent conduct, which would have done ho- 
jaour to the most veteran troops, for, by . the 
avowal qf all the English Officers, they dis- 
played equal discipline and valour. With 
- respect to the troops not engaged, I ob- 
served in them the ijnost anxious desire to 
attack the enemy, and according to ap- 
pearances they will soon have the oppor- 
^ tunity they wish for. With such gallan- 


try as the Portuguesa troops displayed in 
the battle of Buzaco, aided by tUo known 
valour of the.English army, it ,» impossU 
ble not to anticipate a favourable result 
to our present contest, and not to be cou- 
vinced that the enemy will soon dearly 
pay for the devastation and cruelties which he 
has committed in Portugal , — I cannot re- 
frain from seizing this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge the important services which I 
have received on every occasion, from 
the talents and zeal of tlie Quarter Master 
General of the Army, Colonel D* Urban ; 
I have every reason to be satisfied with 
the Adjutant General Brito Mozinho, and 
with my Military Secretary, Bfigadier 
Lemos, both of whom accompanied me 
during the battle ; and also with all my 
Staff*. — I subjoin a return of the loss of the 
army of his Royal Highness, in the battle 
of the 27th. The loss of the enemy must 
have been immense, as appears from the 
statements of the prisoners, and the 
wounded, whom he abandoned, when be 
made his movement towards our left. He 
left on the field of battle more than two 
thousand killed, and several of his Generals 
have been wounded. Brigadier General 
Simon was made prisoner, and the officers 
whom we have taken, say, that Generals 
Merle, Lacune,and Grand orge, are among 
the wounded. 


FRENCH ACCOUNT 

Of the'* Military Operations in ^ain and 
Portugal, up to September, J 8 1 0, 

Kstremaduiia. 

July. — Before quitting the banks of the 
Guadiana, General Reynier, commanding 
the second corps of the army, caused an 
attack to be made on an enemy's corps 
which was in the mountains of Xcres de 
los Calnlleros. Gen. Merle was charged 
vvith this expedition. He set out on the 
5th of July from Ferid, witli his division 
and the brigade of dragoons of General 
Marizy. Having arrived near Salvatierra, 
he met the advanced guard of the enemy, 
who at the sight of our troops took a posi- 
tion on a woody mountain; they were 
immediately attacked, overthrown, and 
pursued to another position, where some 
oth^r troops made resistance, and from 
which they were also chased . The enemy 
likewise held and defended two other very 
slrt'ng positions,^ which our troops could 
only attack by defiling one by one, and 
by leaping over the walls* But nothing 
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could slop the voUi^Jcurs of the 9i\ and Spaniardb, astonished at this movi'mrnt, 

3d regiments of light iiifaritry. All tJie suspended their rtiareh, and thought only 
Spanish troops, to the number of h,000, of defending themselves. Their General 
then concentrated themselves on the drew up his line in positions surrounded by 
heights near Xeics de los Cah:\!l« ros, natural entrenchments, and awaited the 
which allbrded positions still more stnu.g, attack. General Girard made demonstra- 
aiid the approach to which was exlromely tions upon the centre, while Gen. Chauvil 
dihicult. Gen. Merle ordered a Imlt, and marched to turn their left, and General 
directed several dispositions with the view Brayer observed their right. Twosquad- 
of turning the attention of the enemy from rons of the enemy had the boldness to 
the point which he wished to attat k, hut charge the brigade Cnauvil, which gave 
the ardour of the voltigeurs oblic^ed Jiitii tlmni a volley wiihin piitol-sisot, and de- 
to hasten his attack. Tlie 'Jd and iili re- stioyed them in an instant. The position 
gim^nts of Light Infantry carried all the of the left was immcdiatf'ly carried at the 
positions with the bayonet ; aj\d in spite point of the bayonet. At the same mo- 
of a very brisk fire on the part of the ment the brigade Brayer advanced, ai>d 
Span iarfhi, they were precipitated fruni the with the bayonet carried the level part of 
mountains in the greatest disorder. I'he the ridge, which was defended by 5,000 
regiment of the Princess, desirous of co- men. The two brigades now crowned 
Teiing their flight, formed itself into a the heights and the \ ictoiy was decided, 
square near the bridge of life Ardilla. The enemy's cavalry made vain efiurls 
General Marizy, tvho pursued it with 100 to cover the flight ot their infantry; the 
dragoons, charged it, made 'JOO prisoners, voltigo.urs united, charged them at full 
and killed the rest. The enemy then dis- speed, and tlie route hc-came complete.— 
persed themselves entirely, and fled in The enemy lost in this affair 2,500 men 
small troops in all directions, vigorously killed or vvoii.uied, and 700 prisoners; 
pursued for several leagues. — The legi-. we took from iiirn four pieces of cannon, 
nients of the Princess, of the Ttiion, and a and iiunicJise stores of provisions. Our 
battalion of Catalonians, whii h composed loss was killed, and about50 wounded; 
the best troops of this corps, were totally the most slightly. — Generals Chauvil and 
destroyed. The enemy had more than Brayer; Colonels Reyniond, of the .31tli 
1^,000 killed, among whom were some of- regiment ; Ciiasseraux, of the lOih ; \i- 
ticcrs cf rank, and we have made 1,000 gent, of the Oith; the chief of the balta- 
prisoners. Our hjss only amounts to a lion Monnot, commaritling the SStli ; 
few men killed, and twenty-seven wound- Major Gaidon, of the LMst Chasseurs ; the 
ed. — Generals Marizy, Sarrat, and'Grain- chief of battalion Marquet, commanding 
dorge, as well as the Chief of, Battalion the Voltigeurs; Captain Griite, of the 
Paris, of the 4tli Light Infantry, and the 34th; Captain Levei^ue, of the 1 0th hus- 
Aide-de Camp Chevilly, particularly dis- sars ; the (’aptnin ot Grenadiers r\Iariln, 
tmguishcd themselves in this allair. — of the OMli; Adjutant Lcll-bre, of the 
While the enemy was thus completely hSth ; Aiulouavd, ofticci* of engineers, and 
beaten at Xere.s, .General Gazan, of the the Aide-;le-Camp Duroc-moclop, have 
5th Corps, pursued upon the Lower Gua- deserved praises for their good conduct, 
diana the division of Ballasteros, and drove SEFTt MUER. — The liliiglif h sent a di- 

it back upon Portugal,-;-— August.— The vision of Portuguese tioups to reinforce' 
second corps of the army, however, hav- Bomana, and required that he should 
ing cro.ssed to the right bank of the Tagus march rorv\aid. This assistance, and 
to loin the army of , Portugal, the enemy what he couUl collect of the remaiOsS of 
had been able to re-unite all his forces in his troops, iorined about 1C?,()00 men. He 
Eitremadura, and was able by replacing put himself in march in the beginning of 
with Portuguese the garrisons of Badajoz, September, and advanced to the defiles 
Campo Mayor, &c. to form a new corps which command Andalusia. He occu- 
of 10 or 12,000 infantrjs «tnd 900 cavalry, pied Areeena, Santa Olalla, IMonasterio/ 
with Which he had conceived the project and Guadalcanal. — During his cuntinu- 
of marching upon Seville.— The General ance in that quarter, one of his divisions 
of Division Girard was at this time in Es- attacked, during four suct e-sive days, tho * 
iremadufa. Informed of the march of the post of Castillo de los Guardios, and was 
enemy upon Bienvenida, on the lUh of constantly-repulsed, losing there 150 men. 
August he inarched rapidly from Llerena On the 6th of Scptemberi 2,(X)0 men ^ 
upon that point by VHIIagarcia. The marched upon Fuente Ovejnna, where 
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there Arere 9(5 men of the jlst regiment. | 
This detachment fought for 1 3 hours ; at 
first at the entrance of the village, then in 
their quarters, in the church, and at last 
f in the steeple ; all the soldiers chose rather 
to die tluiii surrender ; surrounded on all 
sides they defended themselves with the 
greatest courage. The enemy had al- 
rcad}'^ lost 200 of his troops ; despairing 
to vanquish with honour this haiuiful of 
men, he set fire to the steeple, and the 
\ whole detachment was about to fall a 
prey to the ilames, when the approach of 
some troops made the enemy take flight, 
and saved it. It had lost one-half of its 
number in this courageous defence. — In 
the mean time the Marshal Duke of Dal- 
matia assembled at El Rcquillo the 5th 
corps of the army, under the orders of the 
Marshal Duke of Treviso, for the purpose 
of driving back the enemy into the lower 
parts of Estremadura. Accordingly, this 
corps of the army, after having chased 
the troops which were in its front at Santa 
Olalla and Monasterio, arrived on the 
morning of the 15th Sept, near Fuente de 
Cantos, where the enemy's cavalry, to the. 

* number of 2,700, comprising 1,000 Por- 
tuguese, thought to make a stand, and op- 
pose our passage. General Briche, com- 
manding the cavalry, received orders to 
attack the enemy with his division. Every 
thing was overthrown, and put to the 
. route; 500 cavalry, among whom was 
the Colonel of the regiment of the Infanta, 
and a great n umber of Ulcers, were made 
» pri.soiicrs. Six pieces of light artillery 
were also taken with their draught hoi*ses 
and caissons : the enemy left a great num- 
ber killed upon the spot, and that of their 
wounded was very considerable. We 
had eight killed, and 30 wounded.— The 
enemy precipitated his retreat ; his con- 
sternation was complete; and he lost a 
great many men by desertion. On the 
16th, the Diike of Treviso was already at 
Zafra, and was continuing his operation.^, 
llis rcconnoitering parties had pushed on 
as far as Fuente del Maestro. 

Andalusia, 

^ August. — Provisions becoming more 
j and more scarce in Cadiz, the besieged 
have made a new'cflbrt to re-victual the 
place, and to operate, if possible, a diver- 
sion on the Rio Tinto. On the 2'1th of 
August, Lascy landed a body of ^,000 
men from Cadiz, between Moguer and 
the tower of Oro, and marched immedi- 
ately against the Duke of Aremberg, who 
occupied Moguer with 200 horsemen of 
his regiment. During this movenientj 


Copons with 1,500 men marched from 
the frontiers of Portugal, am\ marched 
rapidly upon the Rio Tinto, to cut ulfthc 
retreat of the Duke of Arcraberg. At- 
tacked by a superior force, the Dukn of 
Aremberg notwithstanding supported iho 
combat with success during the whole 
day, and in tlic evening took np a po^^itirin 
at Villarasa, w ithout su/Iering liis troop.t 
to be broken. On the 25th he continued 
his retreat upon San Lucar Mayoi*, with- 
out the enemy daring to oppose it. Some 
detachments from the 5lh corps joined the 
s'.nall column of the Duke ot Arembefg. 
Lascy then stopped his march. General 
Pepin, who had taken the command of 
the troops at St. Lucar, marched against 
him without delay. On the morning of 
the 2Bth he atiacko.d him at ManzanWla, 
from whence he pursued him as far as 
Villalbat A corps of 300 Spanish cavalry 
having attempted resistance, the Duke of 
Aremberg, at the head of the 2d regiment 
of hussars, charged them immediately; 
all who were not killed were taken, and 
on the 29th our troops re-entered Moguer. 
The enemy re -embarked in disorder dur- 
ing the night, leaving a great deal of 
property on the beach, and great part of 
their casks both empty and full. Thu* 
this expedition, which had for its object 
to re-victual Cadiz, and to make a diver- 
sion, kept in check by General Girard, 
produced nothing but disgrace lo the 
enemy, w’ho lost besides a great number 

of soldiers by desertion. bF-errMncR. — 

The w^nt of water induced the besieged 
to attempt a new debnik.itirtn. It took 
place oTi rhe i .'Jlh of September at Mogher, 
whiiher Copnn.s marched from thc^ bahksf 
of the Guadiana to support it ; but the 
Adjutant- Commandant Uemoud, and the 
Duke- of Aremberg, manoeuvred with so 
much promptitude, that Copons was .soon 
come up with, beaten, and chased anew 
beyond Saint Bartholomew and Castaya, 
and the troops of Cadiz were again 
obliged to re- embark with precipitation. 

Granada and Murcia. 

September, — The collections of the . 
Murcian peasants under the command of 
Blake, threatening the froutiers of Gra- 
nada, General Sebastiani set out from the 
city of Granada at the latter end of Au- 
gust to disperse or de.stroy them. On His 
approach they became ^anic-stntrk, and 

fled in every diTection. The army entered 
Murcia' without having occasion to fire a' 
single shot. From thence he directed bis 
march to several points in pursuit of the 
enemy, but he was not able to come op 



71)9] POLITICAL REGISTER.— Paper*. [Sm 

with tiifin any where. Two detachments same manner , when it is possible to come 
only were overtaken within two leagues up with them, 
of Carthagena, and destroyed.— While the Guadalaxara. 

General was emp^pyed in* this expedhiouj Thebandof L^Empecinado, LSOOstrbng, 

two bands of robbers from the Mountains had approached Cifuentes and the environs, 
of Granada united, forced some hundreds General Hugo, who w*as stationed at Bri- 
to join them, and proceeded to the en- huego with 900 infantry, and 250 horse, 
V irons of the town of Granada. Hollet, marched to attack them on the 14th of 
chief of squadron of the Idth regiment of September, drove them from all their, po- 
dragoous, fell in with them on the 4th of sitions, entered Cifuentes, and killed and 
September above Padal, completely routed wounded upwards of 200 of them, 
and killed upwards of 400 of the m, among Catalonia. 

whom was their leader. ile also took August.— General Suchet having re- 

some prisoners, their standard, and several ceived information that several thousand 
horses. Those who escaped fled to the Valencians were marching towards Ulde- 
mountains. — In another quarter the English cona, for the purpose of attacking his ad- 
and the insurgents endeavoured to take vanced guard, dispatched on the 14th of 
advantage of the absence of General Se- August 100 hussars, under the command 
bastiani’s corps to raise the country, of Captain Galbois, of the stall', to re- 
Therc were seditions in some villages, connoitre. This officer fell in with 200 
Troops were landed near Alpujarcas, and horse, which he charged and pursued to 
the castles of Mottril and Almuncjar, Benecarlos, where having received a re- 
where there were only some coast guards, inforcement, they appeared disposed to 
were taken. After the aflair of Padal, Ge- maintain themselves. There was a sharp 
neral Werle directed his march upon these and close action, in which Captain Galbois 
two tow'n.s, which he found occupied in killed 25 men, took 42 prisoners, one of 
force ; but the resistance he met with only whom was an officer, and had only three 
contributed to encrease the enemy’s loss, hussars wounded. He learned in fact that 
— The English were overwhelmed, and a considerable corps from Valencia was 
after leaving sev« ral dead on the place proceeding by this route. General Su- 
fled to their ships. The castles of Mottril diet proceeded to meet it with several bat- 
and Almunejar, m which they had planted talions and 800 cavalry, but the enemy 
an additional number of guns, and sup- did not wait for him ; they retired preci- 
plied with provisions, fell into our power pitatcly by five or six different roads, 
again. — ^'fhe civic guard of Grenada, the leaving behind them 150,000 rations of 
Spanish troop in that town, the company biscuit, a great deahof baggage, and one 
of town chass* urs, the guard of honour, standard. The advance guard only was 
the clergy, the several authorities bf the able to come up with about 100 of them. 
Province, and all the persons of distinction, — The army of Catalonia has effected a 
have on this occasion conducted them- junction with the 3d corps of the army ; 
selves in a most praise-worthy manner. and the works for the siege of Tortosa are 
La Mancha begun and carried on with great activity, 

September. — ^The number of robbers Arracon. 

decreases d lily. They are so closely pur- August. — On the 20th of August, Re- 

sued that they have not time to establish noiivier. Chief of battalion, commanding 
themselves any where. A party of them at Jaca, surprised at Anso, a notorious 
had the impudence lo make an attack on leader of robbers, with 30 of his followers, 
Thomellosee on the 2d of September, the residue of the gang. This leader, as 
Colonel Baron Kruse was dispatched well as 14 of his band, were killed on the 
gainst them. He came up with them at spot, and 15 others taken and shot. This 
&que.llnmos ; they consisted' of 300 in- was the last of the leaders of robbers on 
faiitry and 200 cavalry.— Colonel Kru.se the left bank of the Ebro, where they did 
made such excelfent movements, that up- much mischief to the inhabitants.— The 
wards of 100 oF them were killed, a greater Arragonese are animated with tlie best 
number were wounded, and their baggage spirit; they occupy themselves only in 
was taken tiy Colonel Kruse, ,who ordered their .ordinary business, and can travel 
the miserable remains of the gang to be throughout the whole province without a 
pursued, 'fhe others arc defeated in the guard. (To be continued.) 

Published by R. BAOSHA'V '^rv»l«s .Mret i, Covent - Garden : — Sold also by J. IlUDD, PaU-Mell. 
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The question for the people to ask, and the only question, is this : whether the quantity ;>f Bank 
Notes, payable on demand, ^hich the Bank has issued, be greater than the Bank can p \y off in Gold 
and Silver.’^— Paine. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 

HEINO AS examination 

OP THE 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A &EI11ES OF LETTEIti 

TO THB 

TUADESMEN AND PARMERS 
IN AND NFAR SALISBURY. 

Letter XIV. 

The Measvres adopted hy Parliament, in 
emsetiuence qf the Bank Stoppage — Names of 
the Bank Directors in 1797 — King's Mes- 
sage — 3fi\ Pitt's motion for a Secret Com- 
miUct: — Mr. Fox and other Members wished 
for an inquiry into the cause of the Stoppage 
••—Mr. Piit's motion carried bj/ n great 
majority — List of the Minority — Necessity 
of a Parliamentary Reform Manner of 
appointing the Secret Committee — Names 
c»/‘ the Commiitee — Restricted powers of the 
Committee-^ Reports from the Committee — 
Not a word said about the qvumtity of Gold 
and Silver in the Bank — Mr, Paine's as- 
sertion about the inability of the Bank to 
pay in Gold and Silver — No attempt made 
to disprove this assertion-^ Mr, Pitt's, Sir 
John Mitford's, and Lord Hawkesbury's 
assertions— Mr, Grey not satisfied with the 
evidence produced before the Committee— Mr, 
Sheridan's answer to Lord Hawkesbury, 

Gentlemen, 

I have now to beg your attention to a 
very important part of our subject ; name- 
ly, the measures, which, by way of remedy, 
were adopted by the Parliament, in con- 
sequence of the run upon the Bank and 
the Stoppage of Gold and Silver payments 
there. 

The Letter immediately preceding this 
put you in possession of a thorough know- 
ledge of the way, in which hlie Bank 
Directors and the Minister had gone to 
work, in order to prepare the way for the 
Parliamentary Measures which were to 


follow. You were there placed behind 
the curtain ; you saw all the actors in their 
natural persons all the paints, patches, 
cloaks and visors; all the frap-doorii, 
pullies, pegs and wires.. You not only 
saw the Resolving and Subs^sribing show 
acted, but you saw it got up ; you saw 
the Showman and all his people busy in 
making their preparations; and, after that, 
you were let into the rehearsal. 


IipLei'er XII, at pv ^ 075, yon have 
seen how the matter w first brought be- 
fore the Parliament, on xiionday the 27th 
of February, 1797, in the form of a Mes- 
sage from the King;t and, you have seen. 


* Trutli and Justice demand, that, as 
far as possible, the NAMES of all the per- 
sons, who took an active part, upon thi^ 
memorable occasion, should he recorded. 
Parliament ma;|^ yet revise the measures of 
that day ; and, then, the names of all the 
parties, immediately concerned, ought to 
he known, and muk be known. — -From 
this opinion it is that 1 insert here the 
ifhmes of the persons wboxwere the J)i- 
REi^Toiis of the Bunk of England, at the 
lime when the Stoppage took place, and 
amongst them we niid our friend. Brook 
Watson, who was, as vve have seen, in the 
Chair at the Mansion House Mc^etiiig. 


Thomas Raikes,-* — 
Samuel Thornton, — 
Tliomas Boddington. 
Samuel Bosanquet. 
Alexander Champion. 
Edward Darell. 
Thomas Dea. 

George Dorrien. 

N. Bogle French. 
Daniel Giles. 
Jereroiali Harman. 
Thomas Lewis. 
Bfi“ 5 ton Jjong. 

William Manning. 

t GEORGE 


-Governor, 

— Deputy Governor, 
Job Mathetv. 

Sir Richard Neave. 
Joseph Nutt. 

John Pearse. 

George Peters. 
Charles Pole. 

John Puget. 

James Reed. 

Peter Isaac Thellussou 
Godfrey Thornton. 
Brook Watson. 

John Whiimore. 

R, 


His Majesty thinks it proper to commu- 
nicate to the House of Commons, without 
delay, the measure adopted to obviate the 
eflects which might be occasioned by tbt 
2 C 
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'that the Minister, the hitherto-bragging 
Minister, being, upon occasion pressed 

by Mu. Combe and others for an answer 
to the question as to •what he fneant to do, 
had no answer to giye. 

On the 27th Pitt gave notice of a mo- 
tion, to be made next day, for the appoint- 
ment of a Committee toinquiie into the 
abiliij/ of the Bank to pay the demands 
upon it ; and also to in<|uire and make re- 
port as to iljc noccssit}^ of continuing qf the 
measure adopted by the Council, that is to 
say, continuing the refusal of money-payments 
at the Ban Lx. 

We shall have to speak more fully 
about this Committee by-aiid-by; but we 
must stop here a moinejit, and take a brief 
sketch of the debate I'lat ensued upon 
Pitt’s motion. Mu. Pox and those who 
were with him said, that they had no ob- 
jection to the appointment of a Committee, 
provided it was appointed fairly ; but, 
they insisted, that it would discover a 
shameJuI disregard of their duty, if the 
House moved an inch further withotit in- 
quiring into tiia causes which produced 
that aliedged necessity, upon which the 
Order of Council, sanctioning a violation 

unusual demand of specie lately made 
from dirterent parts of the country in the 
metropolis. — The peculiar nature and exi- 
gency of the case appeared to require, in 
the first instance, the measure contained 
ill the order of Council which his Majesty 
has directed to be laid before the House. 
In recommending this important subject to 
the immediate and serious attention of the 
House of Commons, His Majesty relies 
with the utmost confidence on the expe- 
rienced wisdom and firmness of his Parlia- 
ment for taking such measures as may be 
best calculated to meet any temporary 
pressure, and to call forth, in the most ef- 
fectual manner, the extensive resources of 
his kingdoms in support of their public 
and commercial credit, and iu defence of 
their dearest interests. G. U. 

X " That a SECRET COMMITTEE be 
appointed, to ascertain the total amount 
^ of the out-standing demands on the Bank 
« of England, and likewise of the funds 
for discharging the same; and that they 
do also report their opinion of the neces- 
" sity of providing for the confirtnatian and 
continuance qf the measures, taken in pur- { 
« suance of the minute of Council on the 
instant," 


of the law, was/ounded. They said, here 
is the minister calling upon you still to 
confide in him, in him, under whom the 
bank has been compelled to atop paying 
its notes. Ought you not to inquire, first 
of all, into his measures Ought you not 
to inquire into the causes of the fatal and 
disgraceful necessity uf this Stoppage? 
Here is a minister, who has had a majority 
of your votes for years; he has had your 
unlimited and blind confidence ; he has 
had the absolute command of all the re- 
sources of the nation ; he has done what 
he pleased for years past; he has vsiihm 
these very few tveehs^ told you hi^aself, and 
advised the King to tell you, in the most 
solemn luaiirer, that your pecuniary af- 
fairs wen; in the most flourishing state, 
and iTV.f.ii upon I he most solid foundation; 
and this same man now comeS and tells 
you, tliat vnmsitVt that urgency, that some^ 
thing, had ( ornpclled him to issue an Order 
tv sanction the Stoppage of Cash payments at 
the Bank, and to oblige the public creditor, 
contrary to law, to receive his dividends 
in paper instead of the Gold and Silver 
coin, VI Inch tfie Jaw gave him a right to 
demand. 

This, said Mr. Fox and his friends, is 
what tins Mini^Jter now tells you ; and, 
will you not, before you proceed to in- 
quire into the propriety of continuing the 
Stoppage, inquire into the cause of the im- 
perious necessity, which is said to have 
produced it ? Will you attempt an expe- 
dient, will you attempt U remedy, without 
inquiring into the cause of the evil ? W'ill 
you do that, which, even now, after all 
that you have seen and felt, shall prove to 
the world that your confidence is as blind 
as ever ? Have any three months, in the 
course of this war," said Mr. Fox, *' past 
'' without the niiiiisfer^s producing some 
new expedient? and have not all hig 
" expedients proved erroneous ? Year after 
** year he has been amusing us with pre- 
dictions with respect to France, which 
« was now on the verge and now in the 
gulf of bankruptcy ; the assignats and 
the mandats could not possibly continue, 
'' he said ; which was very true, but while 
he was thus amusing us, he. led us to the 
** very same verge, aye, into the very 
I “ same gulf.” Mr. Hobhouse said, "that 
I " the assurances of the minister would 
" never Jbeat down this plain dictate of 
" common sense, that by his conduct t,he 
" Bank had been obliged to commit an 
I '* act oV insolvency, by rdusing specie for 
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its paper, and, therefore, he wished for 
« a full inquiry into his conduct.” Mr. 
Sheridan, in a most admirable speechi 
laid the whole matter open, completely 
exposed the motive of the proposed com- 
mittee, and moved to Mr. Pitt's motion an 
amendment, in the following words, "That 
" the committee should inquire into the 
" causes which produced the Older in 
** council.” 

m 

In spite, however, of these speeches ; | 
in spite of all the arguments made tise of 
on this side, and none of which met with 
even an attempt at an answer from any 
one but Mr. Pitt himself; in spite of ail 
this, the Fiousc decided, by a majority of 
24.4* to «S, against Mr. Sheridan's amend- 
ment, that is to say, against inquiring into 
the cause of the alledj'cd necessity which 
induced the Privy Council to issue an 
order, sanctioning :i refusal, on the part 
of the Bank, to pay their }}rouiissory notes 
in Gold and Silver. The men, who voted 
upon this occasion, shouid he known. Wo 
have only the immes of the Minority re- 
corded. Those you will keep in mind, j 
Gentlemen, and, before we have finhhed 
the subject, we shall come at the names 
of the Majority: or, at least, we can get 
the names of all the members besides the 
minonty*, IMr. Fox renewed the subject. 


* List of the Minority, ou Mr. Sheri- 
dan's amendment, on the 2iith of Feb. 
1797 . 


Aubry, Sir J, 

Fitzpatrick, General 

Baker, J. 

Fletcher, Sir H, 

Bumpfyide, J. C. 

Folkes, Sir R, 

Barclay, G. 

Fox, Right Hon. C. J. 

Bastard, J. P. 

Galway, Viscount 

Beauclerk, C. 

Greene, J. 

Biddulph, R. 

Hare, J. 

Baker, W, 

Harrison, J. 

Bun bury, Sir C. 

Hobliouse, B. 

Bird, W. W. 

Hussey, W. 

Burdeit, Sir F. 

Jeffery s, N. 

Bouverie, Hon. £. 

Jervoise, C. J. 

Brogden, J. 

Keene, W. 

Burch, J. R. 

Kcinp, T. 

Byng, J. 

Knight, R. P. 

Clarke, £. 

Langston, J. 

C<^e, F. 

Langston, W. G. - 

^mbe, 11. C. 

Lemon, Sir W. 

Courtenay, J. 

Lloyd, J. M. 

Crewe, J, 

Miller, Sir W. 

Curwen, J. C. 

Nicholls, J. 

Copley, Sir L. 

North, D. 

'polben, Sir W. 

Northey, W. 

IDashwood, Sir H, W. 

Pierse, H. 

2!>enison, W. J. 

Pr.lk, L. 

Dundas, C. 

Philips, J. G. 1 


on the 1st of March, by a motion for the 
appointment of a separate Committee '^tb 
" inquire into the causes, which produced 
" the Order in Council of the 20lh of 
" February,” for lift Stoppage of cash 
payments at the Bank ; and he was left in 
a similar Minority, 

Here, it is,Gentiemen,that you see the real 
cause of all the calamities that have GUun 
upon our country, and of all the dangers 
that now threaten it, and tfiese are dan- 
gers that will not be frowned out of coun- 
tenance, that will not be made to hide 
their head, at the sound of the voice of 
men in power; dangers that are not to be 
talked or toted away. You have seen these 
dangers creep on upon us by slow degrees, 
but you have seen their pace to be steady. 
They have never stopped. They keep 
gatl'.ering about us; and he is a very foolish 
maif, who expects any remedy, 'till the 
great cause of the evil be removed ; that 
is lo say, until there shall lake place a 
radical reform of liie Commons' House of 
Parliament, agreeably to the principles of 
the English Constitution, which reform, to 
use the words of the Kent petition, is now 
more than ever necessary to iho safety of 
both the people and the throne. 

The motions for a full inquiry being re- 
jected, the minister proceeded in his v.ork 
of getting a SECRET COMMITTEE, who 
were to inquire into the affairs of the Ban!c, 
and to report theiropinioii relative to the ne- 
cessity of continuingihy Act of I'.'ilianicnt, 
refusal of coin at the Bank. And, 
now^ Gentlemen, I beg you to observe well 
the manner of appointing this committee. 
It was to consist of fifteen members ; c.very 
member of tlie House, who was present. 


Plume r, W. 
Pollen, G. A. 
Porter, O, 
Palteuey, Sir W. 
Raw don, Hon. J. 
Rawdon, lion. G. 
Ridley, Sir M. 
Richardson, J. 
Robson, R. B. 
Russell, Lord J. 
Russell, Lord VV. 
St. John, St. A. 
Scudamore, J. 
Sheridan, R». B. 
Sbum, G. C. 
Shuckburg, Sir G. 
Sinclair, Sir J. 


Smith, W. 

Spencer, Lord R. 
Stnnley, Lord 
Sturt, C. 

Tarieton, General 
Taylor, C. W. 
Tyrwhitt, T. 
Townshehd, Lord J. 
Tufton, Hon. H. * 
Vane, SirF. 

Vyner, R. 

Walwyn, J. 
Walpole, Colonel 
Western, C. C. 
Wilkins, W, 
Winnington, Sir F. 
Wycombe, Earl of. 


Tsuweas. 

Charles Grey eW Senmal' WbttWtMl. 


2C2 
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night put fifittn names, into a box ; and> 
when all the names were taken out| the 
fifteen persons, whose names appeared of- 
ienest upon the tickgts put in, were the 
Committee. Of course that side which 
had a majority qf tickets to put in would 
choose the members of the Committee. 
The custom, indeed, is, upon such occa- 
sions, to make out a List and send it round 
amongst the members, and, of course, all 
those, who are on the side of the Minister 
will take the ministerial List ; so that, in 
fact, whoever has a majority in the House, 
chooses the Committee, Upon the particular 
occasion before us. Mu. Sheridan, before 
the report of who were the Committee was 
made to the House, read the nemies of them 
out loud in the House ; and, when the re* 
port came to be made, it appeared, that 
his List was perfectly coirect,^ Indeed, he 
-had ^ot hold of one of the Ministerial 
Lists, and of course, he could not be in 
error in this respect. 

But, even a Committee, thus formed ; a 
Secret Committee chosen by the Minister's j 
mon party ; even this committee were, Mr, 
Pitt said (See Debates, 28 February) 
by no means called upon to push their 
** imjuiries, into circumstances, the disclo- 
** sure of which would be attended with 
** temporary injury to the credit of the coun- 
** try, and with permanent embarrassment 
to the operations of the hank,*^ Mr. Pitt 
said, that his principal object in appointing 
such a Committee w'as to have it ascer- 
tained, that the affairs of the Bank were in a 
prosperous state ; that the Bank had abun- 
dant means to answer all (he demands upon 
it; and that, therefore, the holders of Bank 
Notes ought to look upon them as being 
equally good with gold and silver. Now, 
the way, and the only’^way, to produce 
this so-much-wished-for conviction was, 
one would have thought, to lei ihc Com- 


* Listqf the Secret Committee , — William 
Hulsey; Charles Grey; William Piumer; 
Thomas Powys ; Thomas Grenville ; Wil- 
liam .Wilberforce ; John Blackburne ;Tho- 
msTs Berncy Bramston ; Charles Braggc ; 
Sir John Mitford (Solicitor Gciierul) ; 
William Wilberforce Bird ; John Fnne'; 
Isaac Hawkins Browne ; Sir John Scott 
(AttorneyGeneral) ; John William Ander- 
•on. 

The three first had, as will be seen by a 
reference to the, List, voted with Mr. Fox 
for a full inquiry; hut all ilu; rest, be- 
longed to the party of Mr. Pitt. 
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mittee ascertain that the quantity of Gold 
and Silver in the Bank wa» sufficient for 
paying off the Notes ; or, at any rate, was 
in a due proportion to the Notes. But, so 
far from this being done, the Committee 
did not make any inquiries at all relative to 
the quantity qf Gold and Silver in the Bank. 
They merely inquired into the state of the 
books at the Bank, setting their Bank notes on 
one side and their Stock on the other side. 
The Bank said: We ow'e the holders the 
amount of our Notes, but the Government 
owes us still more; and not a word was 
said about Gold and Silver, though one 
would have thought, that this was the 
great, and, indeed, the only, thing to make 
inquiry about ; especially as Mr. Pains, 
in his pamphlet, publi.shed the year be>« 
fore, had made statements, whence he 
had drawn a conclusion, that the Bank, if 
put to the test, had not money to pay 

half a crown in the pomd,*^ 

This was a charge, which, one would 
have thought, it would have been the great 
object of the Minister and the Bank to do 
away. But, no such thing was even at- 
tempted, and the two reports of the Com- 
mittee,^ did accordingly not at all tend 


* First Report, March 3, 1797. — The 
Committee appointed to examine and 
state the total amount of out-standing de- 
mands on the Bank of England, and like- 
wise of the Funds for discharging the 
same ; and to report the result thereof to 
the House, together with their opinion on 
the necessity of providing for the confir- 
mation and continuance, for a time to be 
limited, of measures taken in pursuance 
of the minute of Council on the 2Gth of 
February last ; and who are empowered 
to report their proceedings from time to 
time to the House ; have, pursuant to the 
order of the House, proceeded to examine 
into the several matters referred to their 
consideration, and have unanimously 
agreed upon the following report, viz.— 
Your Committee have examined the total 
amount of outstanding demands on the 
Bank of England, and likevvisc of the 
Funds for discharging the same ; and think 
it their duty, without loss of time, to state 
those total amounts, and to report the re- 
sult thereof to the House.— -Your Com- 
mittee fjnd upon such examination, that 
the total amount of out-standing demands 
on the Bank, on the 25th day of February 
last (to which day, the accounts could be 
completely made up) was •£’.i3,770i390; 
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to the restOTAtion of that sort of confi- 
dence, which would have enabled the 
Bank to open its doors to the applicants 
for Guineas. It was in vain that Mr« Pitt 
told the House, that the reports, of the Se- 
cret Committee were highly consoling \ 


and that the total amount of the Funds 
for discharging those demands (not in- 
cluding the permanent debt due from 
Government of ,£.11, 080, 800, which bears 
an interest of three per cent.) was 
on the same 25th day of February last 

17,597,280; and that the result is, that 
there was on the 25th day of February 
last, a surplus of efiects belonging to the 
Bank beyond the amount of their debts, 
amounting to the sum of *£.3, 826,890 ex- 
clusive of the above-mentioned permanent 
debt of «£, 1 1,686,800 due from govern- 
ment. — ^And your Committee' farther re- 
present, that since the 25th of February 
last considerable issues have been made 
by the Bank in bank notes, both upon go- 
vernment securities and in discounting 
bills, the particulars of which could not 
immediately be made up; but as those 
issues appear to your Committee to have 
been made upon corresponding secuntie.s, 
taken v\'ith the usual care and attention, 
the actual balance in favour of the Bank 
did not appear to your Committee to have 
been thereby diminished. 

Second Report, Tuesday, 7th March, — 
Mr. Brampston brought up the following 
Report : 

The Committee appointed to examine 
and state tlie total amount of outstanding 
demands on the Bank of England, and 
likewise of the Funds for discharging the 
same ; and to report the result thereof to 
the House, togetiier with their opinion on 
the necessity of providing for the confir- 
mation and continuance, for a time to be 
limited, of measures taken in pursuance of 
the Minute of Council on the 26th of Fe- 
bruary last ; and who were empowered to 
report their proceedings from time to 
tiqae to die House; have farther exa- 
mined into the several matters referred to 
their consideration ; and have agreed to 
report to the House ; — ^That, in their opi- 
nion, it is necessary to provide for the confir- 
mation and contmuance, for a time to he li* 
mited, of the measures taken in pursuance cf 
dye Order qf Council on the *26th of February 
last ; submitting to the wisdom of parlia- 
ment to determine for what limited time it 
may be nece.<«sary that those measures 
should be continued. 


that the affairs of the Bank were in a moat 
pro8\ierou3 state ; that persons most con- 
versant (alluding to the Mansion Housa 
Resolvers) believed in the solidity cif its 
means ; that the public had nothing to 
do with the internal economy of theBank ; 
that- it was sufficient for the pubhc to 
know, that the corporation was a rich cor- 
poration; that the solidity of the Bank 
was asserted in the report of the Secret 
Committee then on the table ; that that 
report left no doubt upon the subject; 
that it was an important consolation, that 
there were funds amply sujficient for the ul- 
timate security of those who could not 
have their demands satisfied for a time ; 
and that as to what was due from the go- 
vernment to the Bank, it re^te(l upon the 
best possible security, because it rested 
upon the aggregate powers of the country. 
(See Debates QtliMarch, 1797.) liivaindid 
lord Mawkesbury, in answer to Mr. Fox, 
deny that the term Bankruptcy applied to 
the situation of the Bank or the govern- 
ment. He said, what was very true, that 
the embarrassments of the Bank were im- 
puted to the scarcity or want qf specie. 
But, in vain did he question the truth of 
this proposition ; in vain did he say that 
watU of money was no proof of poverty ; 
in vain did he say that a scarcity of guineas 
might arise from an increase of trader and 
not from the excess qf paper ; (Debate 9tU 
March, 1797) in vain did Sir John Mil- 
ford, then Solicitor General (same Debate) 
say that no man, however rich, would be 
abl|Er to stand a run ; that it was unfair to 
call ifie stoppage a Bankruptcy ; that the 
Bank was solvent, although at this time 
unable to pay in cash ; that the refusal to 
pay in cash could not be called a fraud, 
because the public^ knew that such an event 
might happen ; that the stoppage at the 
Bank was like that which might be en- 
forced by the door keepers of a theatre, 
upon a false alarm of fire, in order to pre- 
vent the people from rushing out all at 
once, to their destruction or injury ; that 
if nothing had been done to put a stop to the 
run upon the Bank, the Bank must have 
been totally ruined ; that there were other 
public creditors besides the Stock-holders, 
the army and the navy ; that they were as 
much public creditors as the holders of 
Bank-notes could be, and that they re- 
quired payment in cash more so than 
any other description of men in this 
country. 

In vain was all this said. Mr. Gret 
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(now Earl Grey), said that the evidence 
brought before the Committee had not sa- 
tisfied him ; and th(g satisfaction to the 
public was evidently not greater ; for, if 
it had been satisfiictory, or if the report 
of the Secret Committee had been satisnic- 
tory, there could have been no occasion 
whatever for continuing the power of the 
Bank to refuse payment in specie. This 
was told them by Mi*, p'ox and Mh. She- 
ridan, who asked : if the Bank be in so 
prosperous a situation as you say it is, 
why do you wish to pass a law to protect 
them against the demands of the holders 
of their notes.? If the Bank be so rich as 
you say it is, what need has it of any of 
your assistance ? You tell us, said Mr. 
Sheridan (alluding to the speech of lord 
Hawkesbury) that paper « is not only a 

cleaner, neater, and more portable 
“ medium to represent propei tv' ; but that 
“ it is the very essence of wealth itselt; 
** and that the fiourishing state of our 
" commerce is the cause of this inability 
** to produce specie to answ^er demands 
‘^upon the Bank of England/' See De- 
bate of 9th March, where these obser- 
vations are followed up by an inimitable 
instance of what is called by logicians 
the reduciio ad absurdum. You tell us, 
said he, that the public are of your opinion, 
and that they reject our opinion ; you tell 
us that the public are ^^alisficd with the 
report of the Committee ; you tell us that 
the public like Bank-notes as well as 
guineas. But, with these assertions upon 
your lips, you pass a law to protect tiie 
Bank against the demands of that public ; 
you pass a law to compel that public to re- 
ceive paper at the Jiank, instead of that 
gold, which you say they like no better 
than that paper. 

The truth is, Gentlemen, the public I 
generally speaking, knew nothing at all 
about the transactions between the Govern- 
ment and the Bank j they knew xio- 
ihing at all about the trade or the pro- 
perly of the Bank ; they knew that they 
liebj. promissory notes issued by the Bank, 
payable to the bearer on demand, and they 
looked upon these notes as being equally 
valuable with gold, because, until now, 
they could# at aiiy time, carry them to the 
Bank, and* receive gold in exchange for 
them. Nothing, therefore, could have 
llie smallest tendency to convince them of 
the solidity of the Bank, unless it, at the 
same time, tended to convince them, that 
^lere was gold in the Bank, sufficient to an- 


swer the demands of those, who presented 
notes for payment, or who chose to demand 
gold in payment of their dividends, or in- 
terest upon their Stock. And, not a par- 
ticle of conviction, iu this way, were the 
reports of the Secret Committee calculated 
to produce. 

M R. Sheridan (see Debate 2Sth February 
1797) said that he was convinced that if 
the Bank was not able to resume its pay- 
'' mcnls immediately, he foresaw it never 
would be able afterwards to defray its out- 
standing engagements in cash." And 
the reason he gave was, that the suspen- 
sion of cash payments would produce the 
issue of a greater quantity of paper. This 
reason was so manifest, that it was impos^ 
sible, that the truth of it should not he felt, 
though, owing to the prejudices of the 
times, there were few persons amongst the 
Merchants and Bankers, by whom it would 
be acknowledged. The same was said, by 
Mr. Niciiolls and Mr. IIobhouse, in 
whose speeches, together with those of 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Sheridan, will be found 
piedi’ctions of all the consequences, which 
have already flowed, and which are likely 
to flow from the stoppage of gold and sil- 
ver payments at the Bank. 

We have now seen enough of the mea- 
sures which were adopted as fore-runners 
of the Acts qf Parliament relating to the 
Bank stoppage ; and, in my next letter, I 
shall, I flatter myself, be able to present 
you wdth a complete, though a concise, 
view of those Acts, with which every man 
in this country ought to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted. In the mean while, 1 remain. 
Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 
W**. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Thursday, 
November 1 , 1810. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

King’s Illness. Events like this, as 

to which rumour is always so busy, and 
as to which so much misrepresentation is 
sure to take place, generally become, in a 
few months, so involved in doubt and un- 
certainly, that no one knows what to 
think about them. While, therefore, 
others are, upon the present occasion, 
amusing the puhlic'with opinions and sen- 
timents, it shall be my endeavour to pre- 
sent them with such facts, or, with such a 
chain of circumstances as shall be likely 
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to enable them to form a tolerably correct 

opinion for themselves. One would 

have thought, that, upon a subject of this 
sort, a subject, which, in Itself,' is so vi'ell 
calculaUid to inspire serious reflections, 
and to banish all the Ideas of trick and de- 
lusion ) one would have thought, that, 
upon such a subject, even the venal 
writers of the Morning Po^t and the 
Courier would have laid aside, for a short 
while, at least, their practice of cheating 

their readers with falshoods. That no 

such reflections were awakened in their 
minds, or that, if they were, they were 
too completely hardened to give way to 
them, will clearly Appear, from the para- 
graphs 1 am now about to quote, and 
through which the reader will clearly 
trace a settled design, a premeditated con- 
trivance to deceive and cheat the public 
with respect to this most interesting of all 

subjects. It is now known; it has now 

been declared in parliament, that the King 
was incapable of affixing his signature to 
the Commission for proroguing the Par- 
liament; and, that this was the case on 
Monday last it is ncm proved by the pub- 
lication of the Bulletins of the Physicians. 
On that very day, the Morning Post told 
its readers, that the King had transacted 
official business with the Lord Chancellor 
and Mr. Perceval. Nay, it now appears, 
that the Physicians were sent for in the 
night <if Saturday. And yet this false, that 
impudent, this shameless writer, tells his 
readers on Tuesday last, that the King had 

transacted official business on Monday. 

But let us take the whole of the para- 
graphs, relating to this subject, beginning 

with those of the 25th of October. 

About ten days or a fortnight since, on 
the communication being made known 
" to the Princess Amelia that it was the 
" opinion of the Doctors that she could 
'' not survive long, she expressed a wish 
“ to have a very valuable and choice 
stone, in the possession of her Royal 
Highness, put to a ring for the King, j 
for him to wear in remembrance of her; 
and to complete her wishes, she de- 
sired it to be manufactured without de- 
** lay, that she might herself have the 
pleasure of presenting and putting it on 
'' the finger of her beloved Royal Father. 

To satisfy her wishes, a jeweller was 
** sent for express from London.* On his 
" arrival he was shewn into the chamber 
*• of her Royal Highness, and she gave 
hint instructions herself. The ring, 
** tirith the stone, was executed in a very 


** ^ wished for 
lelicuy or placing it «n hU Miiiesty’s 
'' finger. Her Ko>;al Highnosi hOtl a 
"very bad night on Tuesday, she 
'' only slept one hour, and that was one 
“ hour in twenty-four. During yvsiordav 
'' she was in the same state as' on Tueb- 
** day.” — — ^ Great attention should he 
paid to this paragraph, the contents of 
which will be found to be of importance 
by-and-by.— On the same day, (25ih 
October) there appeared, in the Morning 
Chronicle, the following paragraph : 

This day his Majesty enters into the 
** fifty -first year of his reign ; am! we re- 
‘‘ joice to learn that he possesses perfect 
" health and promises the enjoyment of many 
years in the bosom if his family andpeo^ 
pic. The day would have been uni- 
versally devoted U» rejoicing, but for 
the melancholy state of the amiable 
Princess, whose sullerings are ex- 
peeled every hour to terminate.”-— 
Thus rpoke the Morning Chronicld on 
the 2jth of October. Tlius, and in such 
positive terms, did this print speak oh 
that day. Now, let us hear what it says 
to-day, the 2rid of November : — Three 
" weeks ago his Majesty received from the 
physicians the afllicting report, that the 
“ Princess miglit be no more in an hour, 
or that she might languish for many 
days; but they felt it to be their duty 
** to apprize his Majesty of the imminent 
danger in which she tlien was. From that 
time the King*s agitation was manifest. He 
l^issed some days in excessive grief, 
" and some days, according to the gleams 
" of hope, was equally elevated by expCc- 
tation. He at times kept the physi- 
'' cians with him, when they made tlieir 
"report, two or* three hours, in minute 
" inquiries. He was accustomed to rr- 
ceive a report every morning at seven 
" o'clock, and afterwards every two hours 
" in the day. At three o'clock regularly 
he went in his coach to the Lodge to 
'' visit her, and the effect of these visits 
** upon his heart was visible in his tears. 
” The affecting incident of the ring, put upon 
** his finger by the dying object of Ins 
" tenderness, completed the shock his 
" nature had received. ()n Thursday 
" morning, the tilt, the Gentleman whose 
" duty it was to be near his person, felt it fie- 
" cessary to communicate to Mr. Fcrceval the 
" obvious alteration tltat had taken place in hu 
" Majesty's speech and deportmeriL On Fri- 
** day this became more manifest, and on 
Saturday it was so alarming, that a Coun- 
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*' cil was held ; the Lord Chancellor was 
« sent for ; Br. Heberden was dif?l:tcd to 
attend, and orders were given that the 
•' Physicians and medical attendants only 
should have access to the royal apart- 
ment^. On Monday, Lord Eldon and 
Mr. Perceval had a long audience of the 
•• Oueen, and afterwards received the opi- 
nion of the Physicians, who all con- 
curred in declaring, that the fever might 
speedily subside; but in his present 
state they did not consider his Majesty 

to be able to attend to business.*’ 

What are we to give credit to after this ? 
Here, you see, it is stated, that the King 
has been somewhat ill for t^ree weeks^ and 
that he had become so ill on the 25M qf 
October as to cause a report of his state to 
be made to Mr. Perceval : aye, on that 
very 25ih of October, when (it being the 
anniversary of his accession to the thtone) 
we were told, by this same print, that he 
xvas in perfect health, ?ivn\ prmnised the enjoy- 
ment qf many years / What is one, after this, 

to believe? The Morning Post of Sa- 

turday last, 27th of October, (two days, 
observe, qfter the report of the illness was 
made to Mr. Perceval,) told us, that, the 
day before, ** the King, Dukes of York, 
Kent, Cumberland, and Cambridge, 
Princesses Augusta and Sophia, rode out 
** in Windsor Park, till half-past one. The 
royal party was accompanied by lord 
St. Helens, lady Thynne, generals 

** Manners, Garth, and Cartwright.” 

On the Monday, 29th October, the 

same print said: “The King is so 

“ much afflicted in consequence of the*‘sif- 
^•ferings of his interesting and beloved duugh- 
“ ter, that he did not attend divine service 

“ at St. George’s Chapel yesterday.’' 

This you will observe was told us on 

Monday last On luesday the 30th, 

“We are rooked to state that his Majes- 
“ ty’s indisposition is only a slight cold. On 
“ Saturday he went into the warm bath, 
“ by advice of the Doctors who attend the 
“ Princess Amelia. Same day Dr. Hcber* 
“ den arrived at Windsor lo attend his 
“ Majesty and remain with him, and yes- 
terday Sir Francis Millman arrived for 
“ the same purpose. We re^at, however, 
“ that his Majesty’s indisposition proceeds 
« nurely from a slight cold, of which he 

“ was, yestenlay, somewhat rec&pered, 

At twelve o’ clock the Lord Chancellor 
“ and the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
“ waited on his Majesty and transacted 
(ffcial business with him. His Majesty 
f since he compi&M^ci of a cold, has re- 


“ moved from his own apartments in 
“ Windsor Castle, to the Queen's, which 
“ overlook the Terrace.”— Now, reader, 
mark this well. This is the account of 
Monday, given us on Tuesday. Here we 
are repeatedly assured, in terms the most 
positive, that the King has only aslight cold, 
and that official business had been transacted 
with him. This is well worthy of atten- 
tion, especially when you consider the 
source whence it proceeded. — On Wednes- 
day, the 3 ] St of October, the writer 
gave US the following, and, mind, this the 
very next day after he had almost sworn, 
that the ailment w'as a slight cold.---^^* It 
“ is with heartfelt sorrow we announce, that 
“ his Majesty’s indisposition still conti- 
“ nues. It commenced with the effect pro* 

“ duced upon his tender parental feelings on 
“ receiving the rin:', mentioned in a former 
“ paper, from the hand of his afflicted 
“ beloved daughter, the: allecliug inscrip- 
“ lion upon which caused him, blessed and 
“ most amiable of men, to burst into 
“ tears, with the most heart-touching la- 
“ mentations on the prer-ent state and ap- 
“ proaching dissolution of the afflicted and 
“ interesting Princess. I Majesty is at- 
“ tended by Doctors Halford, Heberden 
“ and Baillie, who issue daily Bulletins of 
“ the state of the virtuous and revered 
“ Monarch, for whose speedy recovery 
“ the prayers of all good .ncn will not 
“ fail to be offered up.” — —This was fol- 
lowed by two Bulletins, from the first of 
which it appeared, that*thc King had been 
ill for “ a few days,** before the day, on 
which this false print had assured its 
readers that he had transacted official busi- 
ness with the Lord Chancellor and Mr. 
Perceval ; and we now were told, in 
another paragraph, that it was at night, in- 
stead of noo7i, that these Gentlemen were 
at Winrisor. “ On Monday night as the 
“ Lord Chancellor and Mr. Perceval were 
“ returning from Windsor to Mr. Perce- 
“ val’s house at Ealing, their carriage was 
“ overturned (owing to the darkness qf the 

“ night) on Hounslow^ Heath.” After 

this, will these writers pretend, that they 
have any claim to be believed by any 
body ? It is the business of their lives to 
gull and cheat the public. They have 
no other business or care. To utter fais- 
hoods is their profession ; and, if it were 
possible, to effect the threat of Falstafl^ 
to lie truth out of the world, these are the 
men that would do it.-— I shall, for the 

B resent, close the article upon U|e King’s 
Iness by inserting the (fficUd Bulletin^ 
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all of which, thus far are signed by Drs. 
Henry Halforb, W. Heberden, and 
M. Bailue, and dated from Windsor 

Castle.-— Bui letin of the 29th October. 

The King has been indisposed for a few 
** days past : His Majesty has had fever, 
and his nights have been restless ; but 
he has had several hours sleep this 
morning.'^ ^That of the 30th of Oc- 

tober The King has passed a restless 
** night, and his Majesty is much the same 

to-day as yesterday.” That of the 

31st October:— The King has passed a 
restless night, but his Majesty's fever is 
« not increased.” That of the 1st No- 

vember " His Majesty has passed ra- 
ther a better night, and is much the 
" same to-day as yesterday.” — —That of 
this day, 2nd November “ The King 
has passed the night with very little 
** sleep, and is much the same to-day as 
his Majesty was yesterday.” 

Parliamentary Proceedings.— —The 
two Houses of Parliament met on the 1st 
instant in consequence, it appears, of the 
King’s inability to sign a commission for.a 
.further prorogation. There was a Pro- 
clamation issued, on the J7th of October, 
in the following words : " At the Court of 
Windsor, the 17th of October, 1810; 
** present the King’s most excellent Ma- 
** jesiy in Council. It is this day Ordered 
“ by iiis Majesty in Council, that thePar- 
*' liament, which stands prorogued to 
** Thursday, the IsTfc day of November 
next, be further prorogued to Thursday, 
the '2dth of the same month of November.*’ 
— — But this order was not, it seems, sufti- 
cient ; and that to eiiect the prorogation, 
it was necessary that a Commission should 
be given, which Commission must be 
si^ed by the King; and, as it appears, the 
King being not in a state to sign the Com- 
mission, the parliament could not be pro- 
rogued beyond the 1st instant, and, of 
course, it met on that day.— The report 
of the proceedings will, of course, be in- 
serted in th^dr proper place in the Par- 
liamentary Debates; but, seeing that 
the occasion is so very interesting and 
singular, and ihat nothing more is to be 
done ill parliament for a fortnight, I shall 
insert here the whole of the report, of that 
day’s proceedings, as 1 find it in the 
Morning Chronicle of this day (2nd No- 
vember), in order that my readers may 
have it always at hand to rejer to.— IN 
THE HOUSE OF LORDS. The Lord 
Chancellor (Lord EIcIob) said My 


Lords, your Lordships are now assembled 
without any notice having been given 
that Parliament was to meet for the dis- 
patch of business, and after a notificaiion 
had been published directing ilm this 
Parliament should be prorogued to the 
29th of this month, and authorising the 
Chancellor to issue a Commission under 
the Great Seal, for such prorogation. My 
Lords, I have to state to your Lordships, 
and I do it with the greatest concern and 
regret, that in consequence of his Majes- 
ty’s personal indisposition, that Commis- 
sion has not received his Majesty's signa- 
ture. There may be a question, whether 
the Chancellor is authorised to put the 
Great Seal to such a Commission, without 
the King’s Sign Manual, and whether 
such Commission would be legal ? but 
upon this (][uestion, looking to the Prece- 
dents in our proceedings, and to the Re- 
cords of Parliament, 1 do not think it 
proper to enter into any discussion. 
Under the circumstances of his Majesty’s 
indisposition, 1 have thought it my duty 
to abstain from proffering the Commission 
to bis Majesty for his royal signature. It 
is, therefore, for your Lordships, in your 
wisdom, to determine what course of pro- 
ceeding it will be expedient to adopt. It 
remains for me to state, that the indispo- 
sition of his Majesty has arisen from the 
pressure of domestic affliction operating upon 
his paternal feelings, and 1 have the satis^* 
faction to add, that a confident expectation 
is Entertained of his Majesty’s speedy re- 

coverv. ^The Earl of Liverpool. My 

Lords, under the afflicting circumstances 
stated by my Noble and Learned Friend, 
circumstances which have arisen entirely 
from the domestic cause to which my Noble 
and Learned Friend has alluded, 1 think 
it my duty to move an adjournment fur 
the shortest period, within which, by law, 
the Parliament can be summoned to meet 
for the dispatch of business. It is my in- 
tention, therefore, to move, in conformity 
with a pre'c'<[ctent before us, that this 
House do adjourn till Thursday, the liith 
instant; that the House be summoned for' 
that day ; and that letters be sent to the 
Lords, informing them that their attend- 
ance on that day is required. It would 
not be proper for me to enter into any 
discussion, whethejr any, and if any, what 
proceeding it may be expedient to adopt 
on that day, should his Majesty’s indis- 
Qsition unfortunately continue ; but it is 
ighly requisite, whatever course it may 
be deemed advisable to adopt, or, alt)\ougli 
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rto proceeding may be then requisite, to 
take the necessary steps to ensure as full 
an attendance as possible. I have gr^at 
:sati^acium in ncHling to wliat has been 
slated by ray Noble and Learned Friend, 
that the Physicians attending his Majesty 
entertain the most confident hopes of his Ma- 
jesty’s speedy recovery. Ills Lordship con- 
cluded by moving an adjournment. 

Loud Holland. 1 trust, my Lords, under 
the melancholy circumstances in which 
wc are assembled, it will not be supposed 
that in rising upon this question, 1 intend 
to oiler any opposition to the motion of 
the Noble Lord, neither do I wish to make 
any remark that can lead to discussion. 
I cheerfully acquiesce in the motion, 
founded as it is upon a precedent within 
recollection. Were that precedent to be 
made over again, 1 should rather prefer a 
proceeding de die in diem, but the motion 
of the Noble Lord being founded upon 
the precedent, and being aware of the im- 
portance of unanimity upon such an oc- 
casion, I cheerfully acquiesce in the pro- 
position for adjournment.— The motions 
of the Earl of Liverpool were then put by 
the Lord Chancellor, That this House do 
at its rising adjourn till Thursday the 15th 
day of this instant, November ; That the 
Lords be summoned to attend the service 
of this House on Thursday the 15th in- 
stant ; That the Lord Chancellor do write 
letters to all the Lords, informing them 
that their attendance is required on Th«irs- 
day the 15th day of this instant, Novem- 
ber. Which were severally agreed to. 
The Lord Chancellor then put the ques- 
tion upon the motion of the Earl of Liver- 
pool, That this House do now adjourn ; 
which was also agreed to \ and the Lord 
Chancellor notified. That this House is 
adjourned till Thursday the 1 5th instant. 

IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

where, it is reported, there were about a 
hundred members present, the Speaker 
said The House is now met on the day 
to which it was last prorogued, but I am 
iniormed, notwithstanding the Royal Pro- 
clamation for the further prorogation of 
Parliament, which has been issued, we 
are not to expect any Message from the 
Commissioners, no Commission to prorogue 
having been made out. Under such cir- 
cumstances it becomes my duty to take the 
Chair, in order that JbheHouse should be ena- 
bled to adjourn itself, and 1 therefore take 
the Chair accoWingly.— — Mr. Spencer 
pBRcxvAL^tbe Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
said : Mr. Speaker 1 am persuaded that it 
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is wholly unnecessary for me to st^lc, that 
this House is now assembled upon the day 
to which it was last prorogued, and that a 
Proclamation has been notified in the 
Gazette, intimating the pleasure of his Ma- 
jesty, that Parlrament should from this day 
be still further prorogued; the House 
must therefore be naturally anxious to as- 
certain how it has happened that his Ma- 
jesty’s servants have not executed his com- 
mands, and why on this day they were 
not prepared with that Commission which 
his Proclamation notified, it is now my 
duty, and a painful duty it is, to commu- 
nicate to this Housv^, that it is owing to the 
indisposition of his Majesty that this oc- 
currence has taken place. It is owing to 
the severity of that indisposition that the 
Lord Chancellor, whose immediate duty 
it is, has not been able to procure to that 
Commission the Signature of his Majesty. 
1 presume it is unnecessary for me to stats 
to this House, that it would not be becom- 
ing in his Lordship to affix to such a docu- 
ment the Great Seal, without the sanction 
of the Royal Signature. [Hear! hear! 
hear .'1 Perhaps the House will excuse me, 
in making one or two observations on the 
subject of his Majesty’s regretted indispo- 
sition. It will not be imputed, 1 think, to 
me, that 1 would unnecessarily increase 
and aggravate the public anxiety, which 
is so universally felt upon that event. In- 
deed, I should altogether refrain from the 
topic, did I not feel that the communica- 
tion I am about to make is truly consolatory ; 
for, if any thing could more sensibly in- 
crease those feelings of affection and dimi- 
nish those of afUiciion, which are at this 
moment felt by his people for their Sove- 
reign, it is the knowledge that his disorder 
has originated from his constant unremit- 
ting anxiety and attention during the pain- 
ful and protracted suflerings of a dearly 
beloved child. [Hear! hear! hear!'\ This 
being the cause of his Majesty’s complaint, 
it afrords strong satisfactory and additional 
reasons for hoping a speedy recovery. 
[Hear! kearl"] I have farther the sincere 
happiness of being able ib state, that the 
symptoms of his disorder are peculiarly 
mild; and that the Physicians, who attend 
his Majesty, express a most confident hope 
of his speedy restoration. It would oe 
unbecoming both the duty I owe this 
Housed and inconsistent With my own feel- 
ings, not to have afforded that communi- 
cation before 1 adverted to that which is 
at this moment the practical question for 
our consideration. That question barely 
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is, what the House, now assembled, should 
under such circumstances adopt. You, 
Mr. Speaker, have, in my apprehension 
t intimated the proper course we ought to 
pursue. There can, as it strikes me, be 
no discussion upon an}*^ other subject but 
the adjournment, and the interval of that 
adjournment. But setting aside the ques- 
tion, whether this House is competent or 
^incompetent to entertain any other than 
^that or adjournment, surely when we take 
into our consideration the circumstances 
under which this day we are assembled, 
no intimation from the Sovereign expres- 
sive of his desire that we should meet, but 
on the contrary, the most authoritative ex- 
pression of his will that such meeting from 
this day should be further prorogued, there 
can be no doubt that any other course than 
ad journment would be highly inconsistent. 
Then the next point is, to what period that 
adjournment should extend, so as to afford 
that notice and preparation which is best 
calculated to obtain a full attendance-— 
such a degree of attendance as would pro- 
duce a true parliamentary opinion as to 
any ulterior measure, whether of a farther 
adjournment or not. For this object, I 
think the least time should be fifleen days. 
Indeed, we have a parliamentary enact- 
ment that may operate as a guide; 1 
mean that which empowers his Ma- 
jesty upon any unexpected emergency, 
to convene his Parliament in four- 
teen days. In modei*n times there has 
also been a case which might indeed be 
judged a precedent, and to be only analo- 
gous, where a simila.' motion was ^pro- 
posed and universally acceded to. A mo- 
tion to that purport it is my intention to 
make before 1 sit down. I apprehend 
there is only another consideration spring- 
ing from that motion, immediately inci- 
dent to that proceeding which goes di- 
rectly to further its object. I allude to 
the necessary means of procuring that 
very full attendance which, under such 
circumstances is most desirable. I con- 
ceive that the best means are a Call of 
the House on this day fortnight, and that 
in the intermediate time a circular letter 
be written by you. Sir, requesting the at- 
tendance of members. 1 have only to 
conclude with moving, that this House do, 
on its rising, adjourn to this day fortnight; 
that on that day there should be a Call of 
the House ; and that in the interim the 
^ Speaker be requested to write a circular 
letter to all Sheriffs of counties. Stewards 


of towns and boroughs, to acquaint their 
representatives thereof.— Mr. Sherid^w 
said: Mr. Speaker, fully^ concurring in 
the propriety of every sentTment expressed 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
feeling, as I do, highly gratified, as 1 am 
confident every man who has heard him 
must, in the sanguine hopes he entertains 
of the speedy recovery of our gracious 
Sovereign, 1 only rise for the purpose of 
seconding his motion ! — (Marked and cm^ 
tinned cries of hear ! hear ! after this speech. J 
— ^'fhe motions were then put and agreed 
to ; after which the House adjourned to 

Thursday the l5th inst. There is little 

room for commentary upon these proceed- 
ings. They contain mere matters of 
fact, which, though of a very interesting 
nature, are simple and dry.— —It ap- 
pears, frqpi what was said, in both Houses, 
that the illness of the King is not, however, 
likely to be of long duration ; and, pro- 
bably, before the two weeks are expired, 
he will be found capable of affixing bis 
signature to the Commission for the fur- 
ther prorogation of the parliament, in 
which case, the session will, of course, not 
begin till after the Queen's birth day, as 
has been the custom fur many years past. 
—It will be a session, begin when it 
will, during which questions of great mo- 
ment will and must be agitated. The 
operations of war in the South and the si- 
lent accession of dominion by France in 
the North of Europe, are not, 1 should 
think, any longer to be passed over in 
silence.* Napoleon is gradually getting 
round us ; and, if his army in Portugal 
should not, without loss of time, be com- 
pletely defeated, and even annihilated, 
it will be time for us seriously to look to 
ourselves. The danger is, every hour, 
becoming visibly greater and greater. 
It is hidden, as much as possible, from 
the eyes of the people, by the false- 
hoods of the venal press ; but, those false- 
hoods do not stay the danger, which is 
making, and will continue to make, its ap- 
proaches, in spite of the cheats practised 
by a set of venal writers, and, in spite of 
the stupid blindness of their dupes. 

1 am compelled, for want of room, to 
omit several articles, and especially one 
upon the conspiracy in Portugal. 

W“. COBBETT. 

Stoic Prison^ Newgate, Friday, 

N(j/vember2, 1810. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

FRENPH ACCOUNT 
Of the Military Operations in Spain and 
Portugal, up to September, 1810. 

( Concluded fro7np, 800.^ 

Navarre. 

General Drouet having sent some troops 
to pursue an assemblage^ composed of the 
wrecks of several half* destroyed band$« 
killed- a great many of them in diiFerent 
engagements, and drove them back into 
the province of Soria, from whence they 
were also driven by the column under the 
command of General Raquet, who killed 
300 of them in two engagements. The 
remains of this collection, which does not 
exceed 500 men have retired to Valencia. 
—There are at present only three small 
bands of ten or twelve each in Navarre, 
wandering in the forests and mountains. 

Biscay. 

The weak bands that were in Biscay 
are entirely dispersed, with the exception 
of one only, which commits the most hor- 
rible excesses upon the inhabitants. It is 
pursued and will soon cease to exist. — ^All 
the towns and villages of the three pro- 
vinces of Biscay are forming civic guards 
to preserve that tranquillity which they 
enjoy at present, and to assist our troop.s 
in case the brigands should again make 
their appearance. 

Asturias. 

September. — The Marquisitto ^ad as- 
sembled a body of troops at Potes which 
appeared to assume some consistence. 
General Seras was dispatched by General 
Kellerman from Beneventc to Potes to dis- 
perse these troops. > Marquisitto did not 
deem it advisable to wait his arrival, but 
made an irruption into the Asturias, for 
the purpose of attacking General Bon- 
net in Oviedo. On the I4lh of Septem- 
ber he was discovered within four leagues 
o.’ that town, at the head of 3,000 men. 
General Bonnet instantly marched to at> 
taick him, killed 400 men, destroyed his 
cavalry, took upwards of 300 prisoners, 
and dispersed the remainder. 

Old Castile. 

September. — The leader of a small 
band, which was collected at Yangas, 
formed by compelling the peasants to join 
him, a corps of 900 foot and 1 50 horse. 
General Roguet, commanding at tioria, 
marched against him with 1,000 infantry 


and 300 cavalry. On the 6th of Sep- 
tember, he discovered them in a position 
before the village, and immediately 
charged them, 'iheir line was thrown 
into confusicn, our cavalry seized the op- 
portunity, they were all overwhelmed and 
cut to piece.s. Upw^ards of ‘200 men and 
55 ofFicers were killed ; 300 were wound- 
ed, and several hundreds surrendered. 

Po^.tugal. 

The English, after having suffered Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo and Almeida to be taken, 
took a position on the fine heights of 
Guarda, and gave out that they intended 
to wait for the French army there. Wc 
marched against them, and they deemed 
a retreat the most prudent. On the 15th, 
the head-quarters of the Prince of Es&»ljng 
were at Viseu. The English army had 
then fallen back four marches, and was at 
Coimbra. 

Spain. — Proceedings of the Cortes. — 
Decree against accepting of Places and 
Pensions, — 29 Sept, 1810. 

In the sitting of the Cortes of this day, 
it has been resolved ; that none of Iheir 
deputies, whether those now attending, or 
those that may hereafter be admitted t(» 
complete their number, shaH be permitted 
during the period of their exercising those 
functions, and for a year afterwards, to so- 
licit or accept for themselves, or to solicit 
for any otita' person whomsoever, any pen- 
sion, favour, or reward, or any honour or 
distinction whatever, from ihe interim 
Executive Power, nor from any other go- 
vernment that may hereafter be appointed 
under any designation whatsoever. From 
this regulation, how'ever, it is understood, 
that those persons be exempted, who, front 
rank or age, are accustomed to succeed, 
according to the Rules, or Statutes, which 
are observed in Military, Ecclesiastic, and 
Civil Bodies ; and, at the same time, such 
cases as may occur, in which extraordi- 
nary and confessedly supeiior services per- 
formed in behalf of the King and the 
country, may deserve in the opinion of 
the Cortes themselves, a reward also ex- 
traordinary. The Cortes direct us tq 
communicate this to your Excellency^ 
that the Council of Regency, receiving 
the information, may take such measures 
with're.'ipect to the public offices, as to 
carry the resolution into its full efiect— 
God preserve your Excellency many 
years. — PIvaristo PerEz de Castro, Pre-* 
sideiit. — Manuel Luxan, Secretary. 
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PoRTU«AL. — Dispatch from Lord Talavera 
to the Portuguese Government, dated at 
Alcobaga, 5th Oct, 1810. 

.The enemy having moved forward in 
force, his advanced guard in front of Co- 
imbra, on the afternoon of the 30th ult. 
and morning of the 1st iiist. I conceived 
it time to withdraw the advanced guard of 
the allied army to this side of the river 
Mondegp, on the 1st inst. and to continue 
^to withdraw the main body of the army. — 
In the retreat of the British cavalry from 
Fornos, Captain Kraukenber^ of the 
Erst regiment of Hussars, and Captain 
Cocks of the 16th Light Dragoons, attacked 
and charged the enemy. In this skirmish 
Captain Kraukenberg was wounded, but I 
am happy to .say but slightly.— con- 
tinued to withdraw this part of the army 
by the roads of Soute and Pombal, for 
Leiria, near which town it all arrived on 
the 3d, and halted during yesterday, the 
advanced posts being at Pornbal. General 
Hill retired with his corps, by the road of 
Espinhal, upon Thomar, where he arrived 
yesterday. — The advanced guard of the 
enemy arrived yesterday at Redinha, 
causing our piquets to retire from Pombal 
towards even ing. 1 have received|informa- 
tion that their 8th corps was at Condeixa, 
and their other troops on this side of the 
Mondego. I have, in consequence, con- 
tinued to withdraw, and our advanced 
guard will to-day be on this side of Leiria. 
—With few exceptions, the troops have 
continued to conduct themselves with 
great regularity, and have not suflered fa- 
tigue. — The army is now at no great dis- 
tance from the position where I propose 
to receive the enemy ; and continues aiii- 
ixiated with the best dispositions. — By 
all the information 1 have M.*ceived, the 
enemy suffers the greatest distresses. 
The inhabitants the towns and villages 
have universaUy abandoned their homes ; car^ 
Tying with them all that they could transport, 
and that might be useful to the enemy ; and 
by this meaii.s, in spite of the habits and 
practice of plundering by which the ar- 
mies of the enemy have at all times been 
Animated, they have been prevented from 
deriving any advantage from the few re- 
sources which the inhabitants of the coun- 
try may have left, in consequence of the 
impossibility of bringing them off.— No- 
thing of importance has occurred ii} the 
north, or in the provinces of the south of 
Spain, since my last dispatch. My last 
tetters from Cadiz are dated the 22d of Sep- 
tember. I have, &c. Wellington. 


P. S. I have learnt that Generals Grain- 
dorge and Foix, both belonging to the 2d 
corps, were wounded in the action of the 
27lh ult. It is added ihjt the former is- 
since dead of his wounds. 

England.— P roycrj and Thanks-giving for 

the abundant Harvest, — Oct, 17, 1810. 

At the Court at Windsor, the 17 th of 
October, 1810, present, the King*s Most 
Excellent Majesty in Council, — It is this 
day ordered by his Majesty in Council^ 
that his Grace the Lord Archbishop 
of Canterbury do prepare a form of 
Prayer and Thanksgiving to Almighty God 
for the abundant Harvest, to be read im- 
mediately after the General Thanks- 
giving on Sunday the 18th day of No- 
vember next, and to be continued until 
Sunday t^e 25th of the same month inclu- 
sive ; and it is hereby further ordered, 
that his Majesty’s Printer do forthwith 
print a competent number of the said form 
of Prayer and Thanksgiving, that tho 
same may be forthwith sent round and 
read as above directed in the several 
Churches and Chapels throughout those 
parts of the United Kingdom called Eng- 
land and Ireland.— W. Fawkenur. 

Naples,— R eport to the Minister of War, 

Head- quarters at Scilla, Sept, 25, 1810. 

Monseigneur, — I had the honour of giv- 
ing aa account to your Excellency of the 
attack made on the 1 1 th instant, by the 
English! on the transports of the Division 
of Reserve commanded by General Cavag- 
nac, which were at that period lying at 
anchor in the bay of Pentimelc, near Reg- 
gio. — I now hasten to communicate to you 
a journal of the events which have taken 
place since that time, up to the 25th in- 
clusively.— On the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 
and J6th, there was nothing new. — On 
the morning of the 17th, his Majesty hav- 
ing ordered that some troops of his guard 
should reconnoitre a transport-ship to the 
south of Messina, there issued from the 
oort of that city several gun- boats, which 
came to attack them. His Majesty then, 
also, sent several gun-boats to support their 
fire, togctlier with some light vessels filled 
w'ith troops, with the design of boarding 
the enemy.— The enemy^s vessels then 
\ formed in line, and opened a very well- 
supported fire on those of his Majesty. 
The latter advancing in order to board, did 
not return the fire, lest their progrest 
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should be thereby retarded ; but the ene- 
my having perceived their design, tacked 
about, and regained with all sail the coast 
of Sicily. The vessels of his Majesty then 
taking the enefny in flank, kept up upon 
him a very brisk cannonade, and a well- 
supported fire of musketry. — His Majesty, 
present at this action, directed all the 
movements. The enemy’s loss must have 
been considerable. — On the same day, his 
Majesty iiaving given orders at four in the 
afternoon that all the troops of the army 
should hold themselves in readiness for 
embarkation, each corps was in conse- 
quence placed behind the boats destined 
for its respective transport, for the purpose 
of effecting their embarkation with the 
least delay when the order should be 
given. — At eight in the evening, the order 
For embarkation was given ; the division 
of reserve, eight miles distant from the 
others, did not receive the ordei^till half- 
past nine. The wind, which during the 
whole day had been favourable for this 
expedition, had totally ceased in the chan- 
nel at nine in the evening ; it still lasted, 
however, at Pentimele, where the channel, 
beginning to widen, affords a freer ap- 
proach to the southerly winds.— The divi- 
sions Partonneaux and Lamarque were 
embarked at eight in the evening, as well 
as the Royal Guards; at half-past nine 
the reserve was also embarked, so that at 
ten the whole army was re*idy to sail : his 
Majesty was himself embarked, together 
with all his Staff.— Detailed instructions 
had been given to each of the Generals 
commanding the divisions and t^e corps 
of guards, with regard to the manner in 
which they were respectively to act, and 
also, after the debarkation, with regard to 
the plan of attack, the only one which 
local circumstances.permitted his Majesty 
to adopt : it was perfectly understood ; 
but there was room to regret that it could 
be only partially carried into effect.— 
The Generals commanding in chief the 
Aitillery and corps of engineers had also 
received the instructions necessary for 
their service, as well as the head com- 
mandant and director in chief of the ma- 
rine. In short, nothing had been neg- 
lected by his Majesty to secure the suc- 
cess of such an enterprize ; the good 
apirit of the army gave every reason for 
hope.— The wind continued during the 
whole night deficient in that part of the 
channel occupied by the two divisions 
Partonneaux and Lamarque, and the 
Royal Guards; but it still blew, though 


weakly, off Pentimele, where the division 
of reserve lay at anchor. — ^This division 
set sail about half past ten, and arrived, 
without meeting the enemy, on the coast 
of Sicily, not at Scaletta, which was the 
point marked out for its debarkation, (the 
sea-breeze which it fell in with on the 
coast not having permitted it to ascend so 
high), but at Saint Stephano, 4 miles far- 
ther to the north, and of course nearer to 
Messina — All the troops were landed 
and formed in an instant, so as to leave • 
nothing to fear from the dispositions which 
the enemy might adopt. All the dispo- 
sitions to be wished for in such circum- 
stances were taken by General Cavagnac. 
—In the mean time the two divisions Par- 
tonneaux and the Guards found them- 
selves constantly destitute of the least 
breath of wind, and could not execute 
their movement. Ilis Majesty vainly 
hoped, and waited the whole night in his 
barge with the most lively impatience, 
for a breeze to fill his sails; the most 
complete calm on the contrary prevailed, 
and lasted till day break.— It was far from 
being supposed, that the sea at Pentimele 
.was not subject to the same calm which 
prevailed at the Punta del Pezzo, there 
being only eight miles distance between 
them. It was, therefore, with surprise 
and extreme uneasiness, that his Majesty 
at five in the morning learnt that the divi- 
sion of reserve had been able to execute 
its movement, and was on the opposite 
shore ; a very brisk firing at the point of 
itslandiiig confirmed this intelligence, and 
unfortunately the signals agreed upon 
could not be given at that hour. But 
as that division had orders to retreat, in 
case the two others could not effect their 
passage ; it saw, at the same time, that the 
divisions Partonneaux and Lamarque were 
still on the Calabrian beach, and General 
Cavagnac ordered a return. — Two brigs 
and an English corvette, followed by a * 
great number of scorridors, immediately 
issued from Messina, lo attack this con- 
voy ; but a contrary wind did not permit 
tfiem to execute this design ; and they 
were obliged to confine themselves to a 
fruitless cannonade. — His Majesty had 
hitherto preserved the hope that his re- 
serve division had returned untouched^ . 
and even after having obtained some ad- 
vanta-^e over the enemy ; but by a fata- 
lity,' which in great enterprises often de- 
pends on the smallest details, thirteen of 
the traii’iport ships, after having landed 
the troops which they had on board, pro** » 
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fited by the darkness of the night to re- 
gain the coast of Calabria, so that a part 
of the troops which they had transported 
to Sicily, having no longer means of re- 
embarkation, were necessarily left there, 
and in the affair of next day fell into the 
^ hands of the enemy, after a most vigorous 
" defence, which left them not a single car- 
tridge remaining. — ^'fhe number of these 
prisoners amounts to from 200 to 250 
men, all Neapolitan troops; among whom 
^ are Colonel d’Ambrosio, and some su- 
baltern oflicers.-^On the 18th, 19th, 20th, 
and 21st, nothing new took place. — On 

• the 22d his Majesty gave orders to the di- 
vision Partonneaux and the Royal Guards 
to embark, and sail up the Channel, the 
former to Bagnara and the guards to 
Scilla. These movements were made 
without any loss, though the enemy fired 
a number of cannon shots. On tlie same 
day the division Lamarque replaced the 

‘ division Partonneaux, at the anchorage of 
Pezzo and Cabitello.*-On the 23d, 24th, 
and 25th, there was nothing new.— I have 
the honour to salute your Excellency 
with the hipest consideration,— Grenier, 
General of Division, Count of the EmpirCr 
; Chief of the Stafh 

PORTUGAI— — Pflm, Oct. 24.— T/ee Gmc- 
rai qf Division Drouet, Count D^Erlon, 
commanding the 9th corps, to his highness 
the Prince qf IVagram, major-general.’^ 
Head-quarters at Valladolid^ Oct. 12, 
1810. 

Monseigneur, — I communicated to you 
the day before yesterday the favourable 
news which I had received from the army 
of Portugal. 1 hasten this day to transmit 
to your Highness a letter which 1 have 
just received from M. the Intendant Ge- 
neral Lambert who remained at the dep6t 
of the army at Viseu. This letter was 
^ brought me by a Portuguese agent who is 
in our service, and who has already given 
numerous proofs of zeal. It would appear 
that the affairs of the army of Portugal 
are going on well. I am on march to 
brush away the militia who infest the rear 
of the army, and that the Prince of Ess- 
ling may not be obliged to make a detach- 
ment, and may pursue, with all his force, 

• thp English at the point of the bayonet. — 
As soon as I shall have arrived at Almeida, 
if the officer carrying the dispatches of 
the Pfiace of £;isfing is not yet arrived 
diere,. I will collect ail the intelligence, 

, i^and traoscuit it to your Highness— 1 shall 


be at Almeida on the I5lli, Assure liis 
Majesty the Emperor, that the 9th corps 
aspires to the glory of not being reduced 
to fight only against militia and brigands; 

I solicit for it, if there is yet time, the ho- 
nour of marching to the advanced posts. 
My four regiments of chasseurs and hus- 
sars, by their brilliant uniform and their 
fine appearance, are the admiration of the 
Spaniards. They say, that except the 
Imperial Guards, they have never seen 
such fine troops. 

Lambert, Intendant General qf the Am^ qf 
Portugal, to his Serene Highness major-ge- 
neral the Prince of NeufchaicL^ Viseu, 
Ost. 5, 1810. 

Monscigneur,— Conceiving the solici- 
tude of his Majesty the Emperor for his 
army of Portugal, and foreseeing that his 
Majesty can have no news of it for some 
days, be^ause the officer who is the bearer 
of the Prince of Essling^s dispatches, 
containing an account of the success ob- 
tained by the army since its entrance into 
Portugal, is obliged to proceed with the 
prisoners, and by stated marches; I sent 
to General Drouet one of my Portuguese 
emissaries, an intelligent and trust-worthy 
man, to inform your Highness of what has 
passed, and to implore him to hasten his 
march, and to come and clear the country 
in our rear (halayer nos derrihes). It would 
not be convenient that the Prince of Ess- 
ling should be under the necessity of 
weakening his forces, and detaching a 

art df it for that purpose, We have 

ad no jfiair of great importance since we 
entered* Portugal. On the 26th of Sep- 
tember, the Prince encountered the Eng- 
lish army, occupy ing the mountains and de- 
files of the Mondego, within eight leagues 
of Coimbra, The eqemy’s light troops, 
driven back on the 26th, 27th, and 28tb, 
abandoned all their positions, which were 
as strong as any in the world. The Prince, 
in consequence, did not attack them in 
front; he was satisfied with holding in 
check by his light infantry the English 
army, and he marched with the Duke of 
Abrantes, the cavalry and three-fourths of 
the army, by the route from Coimbra to 
Oporto. But the English General was al- 
ready in retreat, had repaased the Monde* 
go, and abandoned to us all his fine posi- 
tions, and the resources which the town of 
Coimbra afibrds— The army is in excel- 
lent health ; it is abundantly supplied with 
provisions. We found some resources at 
Viseu, The Hospital is plentifully sup* 
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plied; ther« are only 500 wounded, and 
'250 sick. Mo General or Colonel was 
wounded in the battle of Coimbra. 1 am 
informed, but tlm information is not to be 
relied on, that the General of Brigade Si- 
mon, having attempted with three batta- 
lions of Tottigeurs, to carry the Convent 
of Buzaco, was made prisoner with some 
men. Several of the wounded who were 
engaged in this rash enterprise (ecJut^f- 
fmireej, assure me, that the enemy have 
taken but few prisoners ; fur having re- 
ceived repeated orders neither to attack 
the Convent, nor to advance, our troops 
had full time to fall back. — We have a 
free communication with Coimbra. 1 am 
informed that our cavalry is already ar- 
rived at Pombal. The stores found at 
Coimbra are considerable. — It appears 
that Lord Wellington calculated upon re- 
maining a long time in his position on the 
Mondego. He had only time to destroy 
part of his magazines.— I expect this 
evening 190 English, of whom 13 are 
officers. As to the Portuguese prisoners, 
we have several thousands of them, and 
find great difficulty in guarding them. 
Unfortunately a great many of them make 
their escape. 


France. — Decree issued from the Palace qf 
Fontainbleau, Oct, 3, relating to persons 
qf both sexes who are in fcrvice as domes^ 
Sirs at Paris, or wh/o wish to become such. 

1. Within the month following th^ pro- 
mulgation of the present Decree, all indi- 
viduals of both sexes who at present are 
or who wish to be engaged in service by 
the year, month, or even day, as domes- 
tics under whatever denomination, in our 
good city of Paris, shall be inscribed in 
registers, which shall be pointed out by 
the Prefect of Police, either upon their 
own declarations, or upon the statements 
and verifications which the Commissaries 
of Police shall be bound to make, under 
the penalty of an imprisonment, not ex- 
ceeding three months nor less than eight 
days. There shall be delivered to each 
indmdual thus inscribed, a card bearing 
his Christian name and surname, place of 
birth, his employment, his description, 
whether married or not, and also pointing 
out the master whom he serves.— 2. Those 
who serve as temporary domestics by the 
month or day, besides declaring iheir 


domicile to the Prefecture of Police, shall 
be obliged to produce the master of a 
furnished hotel, or some other house- 
keeper, who may be answerable for them 
under the penalty contained in the 7th 
article.— 3. No one is permitted to* receive 
or take into his service any domestic not 
provided with a card of inscription ; the 
said card shall remain in the hands of the 
master.— 4f. He whom a domestic leaves 
shall address the card of inscription to the 
Prefecture of Police, having first inserted 
the day of departure. The domestic shall 
be bound to repair to the Prefecture with- 
in 48 hours, and make declaration whether 
he means to continue to serve, or take up 
some other employment, under the pe- 
nalty of an imprisonment, which shall not 
exceed four days nor be less than 24 
hours. The card shall be returned to 
him, signed according to his declaration, 
and if the master has neglected to send it, 
the office of the Prefecture shall require 
him to send it, or shall give anew one. — 5. 
Nooneshall takeadomestic into his service, 
unless the card of inscription presented to 
him has been signed at the Prefecture of Po- 
lice.— 6. Domestics are forbidden to hire 
any chambers or closets without the know- 
ledge of their masters, and unless they have 
given notice of the same to the Commis- 
sary of Police, of the division where the 
said chambers or closets are situated, un- 
der the penalty of an imprisonment which 
shall not exceed three months nor be less 
than eight days. Proprietors or principal 
tenants are also prohibited from letting 
or subletting to them any chamber or 
closet, without having made deckratioa 
of the same to the Commissary of Police, 
under the penalty of a fine, which shall 
not exceed 100 francs nor be less than 
20. — 7th. Every domestic out of place for 
more than a month, and who cannot give 
a satisfactory account of his means of sub- 
sistence, shall be obliged to depart from 
our good city of Paris, if he is not au- 
thorised to reside there, under pain of 
being arrested and punished as a vaga- 
bond. — 8. There shall always be at the 
ofiice established by the Prefecture of 
Police, an officer of police, charged to 
receive every complaint of domestic theft, 
to order pursuit without delay, and to 
take all measures necessary for discovering 
the perpetrators. 

CTo be continued.) 
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“ When the situcithm of the Bank of I'.ngtand was untler the consideration of the two Houses of 
•* Pnfharnont, in th:i year n97, it was iny opinion and that of many otheis,' tliat the extent to vchick 
“ Paper Lurremi) hnd then been taniedf the first and fnincipal, though dot the sole, cause of the 
“ inauy ditficultio-j, to which that corporate body was and had of late yeais from time to time, 
“ been cxpO’.eil, in supplym;? the Fash iH^ca&ionally neccisary for the commerce of the Kingdom i for the 
** Bank of England being at the k€:a«l of all circidation, and the frreut rtpositonj of unemployed cash^ it 
necessarily happens, that uhenever a sudden increased supply of Coin becomes indi.spensable, i'n con- 
** sequence of priv-d»vfailfnns or getipval discredit, by which Notes of the before-mentioned description 
“ are driven out of circultlion, the liauk of England cun alone furnish the Coins uhich aie required to 
make up this dejiricuc/, and this corporate body is then.-by lendercd responsible, not only for the value 
“ of its o'jon notes, v.hith it may have issued, but, in a certain degree, for such as may be isrued by every 
“ pi hate Hanker in the Kingdom, lot the s.sb‘.tance, credit, or disci etion of such a B.mkcr be what it 
** may.” IiAl’E EAKIj OE LIVERPOOL. Larrca to the King. Published in I'dO.'). 

“ The quantity of ('asli in the Bank can never, on the evidence of ihciw circumstances, be so much 
as two millions; most [»rohably not more th»n one million ; and on this blender twig hari^s tlie whole 
** funding sy^tam of four hundred midiens. besides many millions in Bank Motes. The sum in the Bank, 
•* if Mr. Clinlmcrs be correct, is not sufficient t i pav one-f.> irtli of only one year's interest of the 
“ national debt, were the creditors to demand payment in (Xiiii, or to demand Cash for tlie Hank Notes 
iu whicli the interc.st is paid. A circumstance always liable tu happen.”— PAINE. Decline and 
r.ii.L OF 'im; English System of Finance. Published in 17t>d. 




PAPEIl AGAINST COLD: . 

bili.NC AN EXAMINATION 

OF THE 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO TUB 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter XV. 

A more minute view qf the Affairs of the 
hank necessary - State qf the case between the 
Bank and the People — The property qf the 
Bank’^The statement of Debts and Credits 
in the Report qf the Secret Committee — The 
Bank renders its own Account — The more de- 
tailed stteteme*iz published ly Mr Allerdycc^ 
The property qf the Bank is in Paper and not 
in Specie — Amount of the Bank Notes cor^- 
pared with the Cash — The great (juesiton was, 
what Cash and Bullion there was w the liank—^ 
Mr. Paine* s opinion founded upon the Estimate 
of Mr. Eden and Mr. Chalmers — Error in Sup- 
posing that the Minister took Specie out qf the 
Bank to send it abf'oad--^Mr. Pufs answer 
to Mr. Hobhouse and Mr. Hussey — Mr. 
Pittas argument verifyini^ the opinion of Mr, 
Balno^Thc whole become a system qf Paper, 




Gentlemen, 

In the foregoing Letter (at page '808), 
we have seen the Reports of the Secret 
Committee of the House of Commons, re- 
lative, FIRST, to the state of the Bank’s 
Alfdirs ; and, second, relative to Uie con- 
tinuance of refusal of cash-payments at 
the Bank. We shall next take a view of 
the Acts, passed by the Poiliament, upon 
this memorable occasion; not, however, 
’till wc have looked a little more minutely 
into itlie state of the Bank’s affairs. 

It wa.s before observed, that the Com- 
mittee ; that even a Secret Committee, 
and that Committee, appointed, too, in 
the manner that wc have seen (at page 
807); that even a Committee like 'Jns were 
not permitted (to use the phrase of Pitt) 
to push their inquiries into c”t:um- 
stances, the. disclosure of wiiich would 
be attended With injury to public credit.” 
Accordingly, not a word do this Coinmit- 
ice say about the quantity of Gold and' 
Silver in the Bank, though the great, and 
indeed, the only cause of the Stoppage, and 
of the whole of these 'proceeding.®, v\as, 
tno alarm felt by the Directors at the 
daily decrease in their (iJoId and Silver, 
The question, and the only question of 
j ny importance to the people, that is to 
«ay, to the holders of the Bank Notes^ 
was: " Is there a quantity of real money 
in the Bank sutficient to pay us the 
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amount of oiir notes, when we may 
** choose to present them for payment/* 
This was the question, to which the peo- 
ple wanted an answer ; but with nothing 
relating to this question, were the Com- 
mittee to meddle. This question was, 
with assurance, unparalleled, said to be- 
long wholly to the ** private economy the 
** Bank* with which the public lutd nothing 
** at all to do'' 

Surely nothing ever was heard so im- 
pudent as tiiis- The holders of the bank 
notes, the creditoi s of the Bank Company, 
the creditors of this Company of Mer- 
chants, carry their notes and demand pay- 
ment; the Company of Merchants apply 
to the Minister, and he obtains from the 
Privy Council an Order to authorize the 
Company to refuse to pay the just and lawful 
demands qf their creditors, and then the 
Minister, when he comes to the Parlia- 
ment for an Act to sanction and to con- 
tinue this refusal^ tells the House of Com- 
mons, that even a Secret Committee of 
them, though chosen as we have seen, arc 
not to pu^h their inquiries into circumstances, 
the disclosure of which might injure the 
credit qfthe Bank; and yet he has the face 
to say, at the same time, that the report of 
tjiia Committee cannot fail to satisfy the 
country of the ability of the Bank to pay all 
its outstanding demands. 

Gentlemen, we will now look a little 
iliore minutely into that report. It slates, 
that the dovernment ones the Bank Com- 
pany 1 1,r)SO,y()0/. w hich bears an intere|t of 
three per cent , ; that is to sa 3 %that the Bank 
Company, like cur neighbour Grizzle 
Greenhorn, is a Siock-holJrr, and bas its 
name written ia the GREAT BOOK; 
which Great Book, you viil mind, 

is kept at the Bank itself, and the interest 
upon the said stock i:» paid hy the Bank 
Company to the Bank Company and in 
hank notes mad*- at the ,,rdcr of x\ii^ Rink 
Company ! This was all very fmc, to Ik- 
sure ; but, it certainly did not go one 
inch towards convincing the hold or of a 
bank note, that tJ»e iJnnk was able topuy 
hbn ifi Gcdd or Silver. Tlie Committee 
next state the mcens and the Debts of the 
B ink as fblknns : 

Total amount of the- Ferjds 
of the Bank (facin'*! vi; of 
debt due ti> it from ilii- \ I >- 
vcrnirn-ntof 1 1 . 680 , 81 ) 0 / ) 
on tile 2.5il» of J'ebroaiy, 

»7g7 «£‘l7,597,2yO 


Total Amount .of outstand- 
ing demands upon the 
Bank on the 25th of Fe- 
bruary, 1797 13,770,390 

Surplus in favour of the Bank 3,826,890 


This was all very fine again ; but what 
was it to the p7/blic ? What was it to the 
holders of the bank notes, who wanted 
Gold for them ? Besides, whence came the 
evidence of the truth of this ? The proofs of 
a trader's solvency is not, I believe, gene- 
rally left to himself The Bank Company 
had stopped payment, and, when an in- 
quiry was taking place into the state of its 
alFiivs, and especially with regard to its 
ability to pay, how comes it that the in- 
quirers WLM c content with its own statement 
and its oxen story? This is not the w.ay that 
inquir-ea arc made into the ailairs of other 
traders, when they stop payment. Mr. 
GREY, as we have seen before (See De- 
bate of 9th March 1797), said that, though 
one of the Secret Committee, the evidence 
had 7Wt satisfied him ; and, indeed, what was 
this report more or les.s than the Bank's 
representation of the state of its own af* 
fairs ? 

But, supposing the statement to be cor- 
rect, still what was there to satisfy the 
people of the country ; what to satisfy ^ihe 
holaers,of the notey, that the Bank was able 
to pay those notes, tliat is to say, to give gold 
and silver for thm. For, as to payment in 
any other way, it is uvjn.-.rnsc to talk of it. 
What was there, in this Report, then, to 
cause it to be believed, that the Bank was 
•able to pay its notes ? Here is very big 
talk; high-sounding woids and more 
high-sounding ilgures; bub if we put 
them to the .scruMny we find nothing at 
all in them : wo find not the smallest cir- 
cumstance to induce any holder of a bank 
note to sup-pose, that the Bank is, or ever 
will be, able to pay that note olfi agree- 
ably to the promisf, expre.sscd upon the 
face of it. 

The statemonl, however, from which it 
appears, the J:><*cret Committee made up 
their report, was more in detail. This 
statrnipiit was afterwaid'^ given to the 
puLdic by Mr.. AllbudVce, a member of 
the then rarliarnent, mid a person who 
constantly voted wdth the Minister. The 
statement, thus given, was us loliowa. 
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STATE OF THE FINANCES OF THE 
Particulars qf Debt Account. 


Drawing account cf. 2,389f600 

Exchequer bills 1,676,000 

Unpaid dividends 9‘"^'i.730 

Do. in Bank stock 45,150 

Do. in India annuities 10,2 to 

Sundries unclaimed 1,"30 

Due from Cash on the loan 

of 17U7 17,060 

Unpaid Irish dividend 1,1-tio 

Do. on Imperittl loan 5,600 


5,130,1 lO 

Bank notes in circulation S,o lO,2oO 


13,770,390 

Balance 3,826,890 


17,597,280 


Now, what is all this ? Why, it is, with 
the exception of i/irce of the ttems, a Ynere 
account of paper betwern the Government 
and the Dank, and in which the people, 
w^ho held the hank notes, could have no in> 
terest whatever. The Bank held Kxchc- 
q^ucr Bills, and Navy and Victualling 
Bills, and had lent money (that is to 
say bank notes) to the East India Com- 
pany and had IWc per cent, stock and 
Treasury Bills and had interest due upon 
loans; all which might be very well for 
the Bank, but what was it to a man, w’ho 
held a bank note and who could not g^ t 
payment for it when he presented it to 
the liank.^ These fine articles of credit 
Were very good for the Bank Company ; 
but, what good were they to ^SauiRE 
Gull, who, b«:iiig alarmed at the prospect 
of a Jacobin invasion, wished, in spite of 
his loyalty, to turn his bank notes into 
guineas ? What use were they to our 
^eighbou. Grizzle Greenhorn, wdio now 
wished, of course, to put bye a few gui- 
neas, and who, of course, wdshed to *'€ceive 
her dividends in gold, to prevent her from 
doing which by law this very report was a 
prelimimiri/ step? What coiisoiation was 
Grizzle to draw' from this account of^ebts 
due from the Government to the Bank, 
especially when it was clear, that if the 
Government ever paid the Bank, it must 
pay it in bank notes, seeing that iii bank 
litotes thi taxes were now paid } 


BANK OP ISNGLAND, FEB. 25 , 1797 . 

Particulars of Credit AccotmL 


Bills and notes discounted "J 

Cash and Bullion ^ 176,080 

Exchequer Bills 8,22.'s,tKiO 

Lands and Tenements 65,00O 

Money lent to indiaCompany 700,000 

Stamps 1,510 

Navy and Victualling Bills ... 15,890 

American debentures 54,1.50 

Petty Cash in House 5,320 

Sundry artic les 24,150 

5 per Cent, annuities 795.800 

.5 per Cents 1797 1,000,000 

Treasury bills paid for the 

Government 1,5 1 2,270 

Loan to Government 376,t)00 

Bills discounted unpaid 88,120 

Treasury and Exchequer lees 740 

lnt<irest due on dilferent Loans 

advanced to government ... 554-, 250 


17,597,280 


The three items to which the people 
w’ould look, w'crc thojse expressing on one 
side, the a7nount of the hank notes in circular 
tion; and, on the. other, the amount of the 
cash, or coin, and bullion in the Bank Co7n* 
panys House, commonly called the Bank. 
According to the above statement these, 
were on the 25th of February 1797, as 
follows : 

Amount of Bank notes in cir- 
culation 8,6 10,25® 

Bills and Notes dis- 
counted, Cash and 

Bullion 4,176,080' 

Petty cash in the 

House ............ 5, .320 

4,181,400 


Difference 4,458,850 


But, who is to say how much ih6 Bills 
and Notes discounted amounted to I Who 
is to answer, that they did not make one 
half ; w'ho is to say, that they did not 
make nine tenths of ihte sum of 4,176,080 
pounds ? Why was the amount of the 
cash and bullion huddled up in one sum 
along with the amount of Bill‘d and Noteik 
diccoiinted ! Why were things so dif- 
ferent in their nature enntounded toge- 
ther ? Jf Grizzle GreRnhorn wanted 
her bank notes payed at the Battk, stnfc 
2 D 2 
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Would not take discounted hills in pay- 
ment. What the iiaiiou wanted to see, 
was, how much the Bank had of that sort of 
thingf srt which bank notes could he parcel ; 
how much it had ofAhnt sort of thing, the 
value of which no invasion or revolution 
Would destroy; how much it had of that sort j 
of thing, in which it had promised to pay upon • 
demand the bearers of its notes; how much, 
in short, it had ofjMONEV, and not of 
bills and notes discounted^ with which the 
eople had nothing at all to do, there 
eing no man of common sense, who could 
care a straw about how much of its pa- 
p^r the Hank gave to others for their 
•paper, so that he got guineas for his bank 
notes ; and, if he could not get this, what 
cnnsolatum was it to him to know, that 
the Bank had lent but little of its paper to 
the merchants ? 

As to the exact quantity of cash and bul- 
lion in the Bank, when the Stoppage 
took place, Mr. Allerdyce gives a tabic, 
shewing the amount at stated periods, 
for several years, according to which 
Tabic, the total amount of tlie cadt and 
bullion ill the Bank, at the time of the 


Mil. Paine had, only the year before, 
said, in the words of my motto, that the 
quantity of cash in the liank could never, 
on the evidence of circumstances, be so 
much as tii'n millions^ and most probably 
not more than one miliion; that, on this 
slender twig, always liable to be broken, 
inmg the whole funding system of four 
hundred millions, bc'^ide.s many millions 
in banknotes ; that the sum in the bank 
was not sullicientto pay one fourth of only 
one year's interest of the national Debt, 
were the creditors to demand payment in 
ca«Ii, or to demand cash for the bank 
notes in which the interest is paid : a cir- 
cumstance always liable to happen. Mr, 
l^AiNF. founded this o]/mioii upon a state- 
ment of Mr. Eden (now Lord Auckland) 
and Mr. Cualmcrs, clerk to the Board of 
Trade, who - had given an account, or, 
rather an estimate, of the gold coin cir- 
culating in the kingdom ; and, it is truly 
surprising to observe how near Mr. Paine 
was to the exact truth as to this point, 
though at the time when his pamphlet 
was published, its calculations and [ire- 
dici ions were treated v\ith scorn, and the 
work itself was ascribed to a malicious 


Stoppage, was 1,272,000/. Aye, ONE 
MILLION, TWO HUNDRED AND SE- 
VEN'rV TWO THOUSAND POUNDS. 
He comes at tlii*. sum thu^. .The Bank of 
England have Numbers, to denote their 
quantity oi cash and bullion. When they 
submitted their accounts to Parliament, 
in 1797, it was thought necessary to keep 
the amount of the cash and bullion a secreC 
from Parliament and tJic public. They, 
therefore, only gave the Numbers for <fis- 
tirict periods in several years, in t rdcr to 
shew the proportionate inerr a vj or rbnii- 
nation of the cash and bullion. IVom 
these Numbers, however, a uinovery was, 
it is said, made, and Uic sum, above- 
named, ujccitiiiued to be the amount of 
the cash and bullion in the Bank at t.'.e 
time of the Stoppage. But, upon tlii^, I 
wish to place no reliance ; j.or Jo 1 care, 
whether the statement abt»ve given, ot 
cash and buHion and discounted bibs be 
correct,^ or not. These are things cf in- 
ferior consequence compared with the 
great and well known facts ; namely, 
that no proof was produced, or attempted 
to he produced, that the Bank Comjiany 
had gold or silver, or both together, suffi- 
cient to pay its promissory notes j and 
tiiat, no account was rcndcrcil to the Par- 
liament of the amount of the cash and 
bullion in the Bapk, 


desire to cause the ruin of England ; just 
as if it were in the power ol Paine, or of 
any one else, to injure the credit of a ««- 
tion; or, as if any thing but the want, 
the real want of the gold and Imllioii 
could shako the faith of the public in 
such an establishment as that of the 
Bank. Paine might have wriilcn ^till 
this time without persuading any one 
that a guinea was a thing not "to be 
relied upon. He never would have writ- 
ten people out of their belief in the good- 
ness of guineas. And, if the Bank had 
sto<)i a run for only one week, he might 
have written his pen to the stump, 
but would not have shaken the people's* 
ronridcnce. Credit that has a solid foun- 
dation need' fear no assaults. 

At the time, when ’this subject was 
under discussion in the House of Com- 
mons, the Minister was charged, by the 
Opposition, with having taken the Money 
from the Bank and sent it abroad in subsi- 
de s, This was certainly a very great 
error, or, it was made use of for the pur- 
pose of annoying the Minister at the expence 
of I ruth. 1 am, however, disposed to at- 
tribute it to error ; for, U was urged in such 
a manner, and by such persons, as to ob- 
viate all suspicion of its being a mere party 
weapon. Mb. Hobhouse (Debate 28 lU 
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February, 1797) said, that he suspected 
that the money had been buried in OVr- 
manj/, and not by the people of England, 
in dread of invasion. And Mr. Hussev 
said, that the Minister had laid his rnpa- 
'' cious hands upon the sums dest'incd for the 
•* payment of the public creditor. He knew 
** that the public creditors had been refused 
'Mheir just demands. He had witnessed 
the truth of this woeful circumstance 
** himself. He had been told by a person 
“ who had applied for payment^ that, in 
'' payment of a sum of twenty three pounds, 
three pounds in cash liad been oflered, 
and the rest only in notes. Such a me- 
lancholy day as this for England he had 
** hoped never to live to see. Let the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer pay the 
** ten millions Govermnent owed the Ban/Ct and 
** then it would be able to fulfil all its engage- 
** ments. It was not that the Bank was 
unable to satisfy its creditors, but it was 
** the continued demand of inomy tojecd the 
cxpcnces of this ruinous and disastrous war, 
** which rendered it unj'iat to those who 
" depended up'jn its credit.^* 

Mr. Pn r, who seemed to have avoided 
this point with all his enre, and who, as 1 
oiiLC heard Mu. Windunm describe him, 
was so dextrous in ilic ‘.election and use of 
woids as to he able “ to .speak a king’s 
** speech otf-hand/' could not reiuain 
longer <!i lent under this attack. H ■ had 
been told nearly the same by Mu. Sheri- 
dan ; but he «!eeme(l to he willing to take 
the chance of that being ascribed to party 
motives. When, however, he heard the 
same, seriously urged by Mu. Hussey, 
and i^a'.v that the notion was making its 
way amongst the public, and, of course, 
that the w^holc of the calamity would be 
ascribed to him and his Anti- Jacobin war, 
he could no longer^refrain from declaring 
what was the nature of the jnroperty of the 
Bank, and to avow, that the whole of its 
transactions with government, or nearly 
so, were transactions of paper, a fact of 
which the country had, till that moment 
been in complete ignorance. 

He said that Mr. Hussey was wholly 
in error to suppose, that the Bank made 
advances to the Government in specie; 
he said, that the advances were made in 
notes, and paid in the same manAer ; that, 
if the Government were to raise money 
and pay the Bank, the Bank would not 
thereby be supplied with an additional guinea 
in cash; that the taxes were not paid in 


specie ; that loans were advanced without 
any expectation oi rc-payment in specie ; 
that the Bank never had u in contempla- 
tion that every quarterly dividend was to 
be paid in cash ; that the receipt of the 
rev'^nue was in paper, and that the whole 
of Mr. Hussey’s observations were intirely 
founded in mistake. 

Mr. Sheridan, in answer to this, said 
that the deficiency, or inability at the 
Bank arose not nicieJy from the positive 
want of cash, but from the disproportion 
between the quantity of cash and the 
quantity of paper; jind, of course, that, 
if their lent paper was returned to them, 
they would find themselves at liberty to 
issue more of their specie. This would have 
been true in a state of things where the 
d Qcrence between the quantity of specie 
aiid*the quantity of paper was less; but, 
in the present case, it was too great for 
confidence to be icstoied, and, of course, 
fur the Hank lo iciuin lu iis payments in 
cash. .Mr. Prrr’i> answer was complete. 
It was the plain irutn, which he was 
obliged to bring out, in order to divide, 
the blame with the Bauk. lie was told 
to borrow and to pay the Bank what he 
owetJ them. Wnai good will that do, 
said he, when iny loan will consist of 
Bank notes, and 1 must pay the Bank in 
those noies.'* lie was told to raise the 
Slim in iajLt'% and so pay the Bank. What 
uood will that do, said he, when my tuxes 
will consi.sr of Bank notes, and I must pay 
thg Bank in those notes. The answer was 
complete towards ins adversaries in de- 
bate, and not less complete as a demollsher 
of his own reputation as a Minister of 
Finance. He n<»w said precisely what 
Mr. Paine had s^aid the year before ; he 
now coritirmed, with his ow'n bps, what 
Paine had been so abused for saying.* 


* I speak here of those writings merely 
of Mr. Paine, wnich relate to Finance, 
without wishing to convey any commend- 
ation of some of his other writings, the 
subjects of which are, ni no-wise, con- 
nected with this subject In the princi- 
ples of finance he was deeply skilled ; 
and, to his very great and raiv lalents as 
a w'riter, he added an uik • inmon degree 
of experience in the concerns of paper- 
money, the rkse and fall of which he had 
witnessed in the American States and in 
France. Truth is truth, come from vvhom 
it may ; and there is no greater folly than 
that of rejecting if, that of shutting one’s 
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He appeals clearly to have perceived his 
dilemma ; but, to exivicaie him from it 
was bcyoud llip power even of his dexte- 
rity. He was uhli^';:d to aclaiowledge, 
that the whole wiiS become? a system of 
paper, or, that he had lakui the gold from the 
and, of the two evil^ he chose that, 
which w'ouki expose him to tlie least share 
of public odium. 

This view of the Stale of the Bank’s 
AHaii's has led iiu? iurlhei than I expected; 
but It was fjuite m etssary as an introduc- 
tion to rhat of the Acts of Parliament, 
W'ijith will he the subject of vav next. 

1 am, in the meanwhile, 

Genllemen, 

Your I'ait'nfiil friend, 

W'", (JoafitTT. 

/'« Vrl'on, Naoiiate, Monday, 

Ar; «v/ ‘ iT o, 1 8 1 0. « 


si<aj:.akv ()]< i>oijTi(;.s. 

Ki vo’s li » NC.'-s. 'I’i f i'j- 

BCTted .n rii^ a' r <im' 

to ihr Srliui iiiS!on<. 'i ht. Mi< ct «'din^ ones 
Oj In t!)!-^ tl.») . are ns — .yn\ 

veiiibcr, Saturday,— 11 s Aiap st> p.tsscd 
“ a btUer night, but his fever is not d*- 

*'mini>hed.”^ 'l-ih?sov(r nine Sunday, — 

“ The King is m no inspect wois(' to-day, 
though ms IMujcsiy lias p.u^sed iheingr.i 

wilii wry little slec-p.’’ oth In'ov< m- 

ber, l^Ioniiay, — *‘dhc Ring lias had a 
** good night, and his Majesty hi?; bce^) 
rather belter through the last 'M hoi.i; /' 
oth November, Tuesday , — ** Ills J\ja- 

cye3 and oars against it, merely because 
it proceeds fjom pen/ons, of whose con- 
duct, in Other re.specis, one may dkaj)- 

I nove. Tiie V ritings of Roud JjAcor^ are 
leld, and hehl, m grt at estimation ; 

tliough he was, as cui eleguiu and virtu- 
ous poet describes hu-i, « the meanest of 
iiiaukind.’^ The late Lord Liverpool, 
Mr. }*itt, ftlr. Fox, Mr. tShevidau, Mr! 
Kicholls, Mr, llobhouse and others, and, 
as ^'hall see by-arid-by, a Commitiee 
of the House of Commons, have since ac- 
knowledged the truth of the priiiciple.s of 
Air. Paine’s woik. Kv^nts have proved 
the truth of them, and, to point out the 
fact, is no more than an act of ju.siice,duc 
to his talents, and an ;ict the more parti- 
cularly due at my haiul.^, I having been 
one of hi? most violent assailants. Any 
man may fall into error: but a fool or a 
knave will seldopt it. 


'' jesty has passed the night with very little 
sleep, and is not better this morning.'' 
— —In addition to the intelligence, con- 
tained in these ofhcial documents, it is 
Plated, in most of the public prints, tliat 
the Xing' is better, and in a gradual way 
of ivcowry. Some convt rsations are 
as having taken place between him 
and the physic iar.s, which, if correctly 
given, couiain ample prt>of of his being in 
a way <jf lestoration ; so that, it is pro- 
babic, tliat, before the two Houses of Par- 
iiament again meet, the means of provid- 
ing fur a prorogatieiii, may ha\ c l:cen le- 
g:dl\' taken, in which cas»e the session will 
liC'b 1 'hould supjiose, begin at an earlier 

pf-i’od than usual. 1 am sorry to con^ 

njcL V iih u matter like this any thing in 
tbx' w.ty of dis.;.uiation ; but, the cause of 
truth and of freedom demandp, at iny 
hands, something in answer to an article 
in the Mo n'liy fVnionicle of the 6th in- 
stant, arisiiic; Ox. I of what I said, in iny 

la^^r, at pagt' 8 11. The article is as 

foi;M\»s: •* 7vli. Cobbt It ujftcts to liavo 
' (!• cotCied an iavonmttacy in our ac- 
'W'nrn on I'l n! ly last, ol his Majesty’s 
illness, c(?’ 'pared with our paiagraph 
** on th(? IVidav preceding. ^Ve said, on 
“tlu*2t)iri iusiaiu, " HisMajcxSty p(»ssesscs 
*' “ perfect henlV), and promises the enjoy^ 
** ment of many years in the bosom of his 
** Jiim'iy and people ** — Of this paragraph 
“ All. Oubbeli, with a riiulent penxiston of 
" the text i f our aecounl of his .Majesty's 
jiresent awful condiiion, says : “ What 
** tisc U) ^dvi- c ted It to after this ?— 
'* It i;. sudi'il that the King has been 
'' SOUK what ill for three iveeks, and that 
** he ha 1 become so ill on the 'J5th of 
Ocb'.i'.cr as to cause a vepoit of his 
state to be made to Mr. Perceval— 
" A>e, on that very 25th of October, 
« when (it being the anniverbary of his 
** ** accea^ioii to the Throne) we were 
** ** told, by this same print, that he 
** ** was in perfect health, and promised 
** the enjoyment of many years! What 
is one after tliis to believe?" — 
Such is Mr. Cobbett’s animadversion I 
" It is not easy to account for the motive 
which imiuccs this writer to endeavour 
" inctbsantly to vilify and calumniate the 
Pre.ss, as if he wished to justify the at- 
** tempts that have been made by men in 
power -to subject it to uncontrouled pri- 
'' yiiegii, as the readiest means of shackling 
** it without the forms of trial. It is for 
Mr. Cobbett himself to account for this 
priM:tic4 to the friends Qf a frof press^ 
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but It behoves os to repel the charffc of | " their 8ervice.”~-JLet us take this in its 
attempting to impose on the People of own order; and, FihsT, 1 did nfect to 
England by any concealment of a fact have discovered any thing. 1 actually did 
so important to them as that of the point out byname at^il dale; and ii was 

«' King’s indisposition. Our Readers not an inconsistency that I pointed out but 

will do us the justice to recollect that ^ fahhood; a clearly defined tahhoml; a 
we stated distinctly, that for the fort- falslioodnot to bedenied,oriiisguiscd ; and 
«' night preceding the Anniversary of his what Mr. Pehry can hope to chert by 
Accession to the Throne, his Majesty this attempt at justification, I arn wholly 
had been alternately depressed by at a loss to conceive. He told us first, 
grief or elevated by expectation, ac- that the King was in perfect heaUli on the 
cording to the successive reports he re- 2/>th( being the anniversary oft he accession 
ceived from the Physicians attending on to the throne) ; and, he afterwards told ns. 


** the Princess Amelia, but there was not 
the slightest appearance of indisposition 
in his Majesty. It was not till the very 
day of the Anniversary that the symp- 
toms of a change in his'deportment were 
remarked by the quick and intelligent 
eye of tin* Gentleman whose duty it w'as 
to be near his person — and this was 
** communicated with great secresy to the 
Prime Minister. It was not known even 
in the Castle, for on Friday the 2()th his 
Majesty rode out in Windsor Great 
Park, and it was not until that occasion 
" (as we have already said) that the. af- 
llicting condition of the Royal mind lie- 
** came manifest to all his attendants. 

Unless, therefore, we are to call the sor- 
** rows of an affectionate Parent on seeing 
** the sufferings of a beloved daughter, by 
the name of indisposition, we cannot 
" truly be accused of having imposed upon 
our Readers. On Monday, for the first 
•* time, w'c receiveci a whisper of his being 
** unwell, but his illness was attributed to 
" a slight cold. It was not till Tuesday 
'' that we had an authentic conimunica- 
tion of the nature of his malady, and we 
'' instantly gave the Bulletins which had 
been issued, but from that DELICACY 
** which WE shall ever feel on such topics 
“ (however it may heat the gentle blood of 
" Mr. Cobbett), we abstained from eiiter- 
** ing into the detail of the origin and pro- 
gress of the afflicting malady, until by 
«' the Royal inability to perform one of 
" the most important functions of the Pre- 
'M’ogative, it became a question of I he 
'' most serious national iiiterest, and was 
promulgated by the Government itself. 

« We have thought it our duty to say 

** thus much in vindication of our integrity 
" in the discharge of our duty to the Pub- 
lie ; not that we think the captious mis- 
** representations of Mr. Cobbett, or of Mr. 
“ White, are likely to deprive us of the con- 
‘*fidence which our Readers from long ex- 
peri«bco hare of OUR SINCERITY in 


that, on that very day, the Kir»g’s illness, 
which had been for some time coming on, 
became so manifest, th-at it was reported to 
the Minister. IIow did 1 ** virulently ptr^ 
“ vert** the text of those statements r I 
inserted the statements in the words of 
the text itself ; and, I only said, in the way 
of commentary, " what is one, after this, 
'' to believe r” IIow can this be called 
perversion of the text ? The falsehood was 
clear ; there was a fiat contradiction in 
terms ; one of the assertions was the op- 
posite of the other ; there was a self con- 
viction of falshood. The fulsbood might 
arise from misinformation, and I neither 
said nor insinuated that it was wiljul on 
the part of Mr. Pekiiv ; but, still it was a 
falshood, and one of such importance as 
to deserve pointing out. And, what is now 
said to do it away ? Nothing at all. 
There is nothing now said that was not 
said before, and that I did not insert, 
line fact remains just w hat it was, and the 
only difference in tlie case is, that Mr. 
PehJIiv has now mado it appear, that the 
falshood did not arise from msiiiformation, 
bec ause, if it had, he would, doubtle.-s,have 
said so. lie said, that the King was in 
perfect health, on the of October. 

He has since said, fliat the King was ill, that 
he was not in perfect health, on that day ; 
uml, unless he can account for his having 
made the fiist assertion, what is the use 
of the protestations about his integrity ; 
what is the use of his talk of repelling the 
charge, of having endeavoured ro impose 
upon the people ? The way to repel the 
charge of having asserted' a falshood, is 
to shew that what you asserted was trrtc ; 
and, if you cannot do this, your best w'ay 
is to plead guilty, or, to hold your mngue. 
—My motive for pointing out this ials- 
bood, was,to prevent, ?ks fai as I coulil, the 
like ill future. This fi!l>h')o(I w is crimi- 
nal, not because it w^as malicwusly meant ; 
not because it bad a lendi iicy to produce 
injury to any particular person ; but be* 
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tnuse it tendeil, ami must lend, to dimi- 
nish the coiiGilencc of men in the asser- 
tions of one another, which is always a 
great moral evil ; ^nd, in the important 
caiC now before us, what man is liiore, 
■who will be so ready to confifle in the 
Statemi^n^s of the Morning Cln onii le, or of 
any other of the public priiits ? This in- 
atance of i'^iNiio/d \vill make men suspect 
■every thing that shall, in luture, be asserted 
upon the same suhj"?ct. Ir is for tnis rea- 
son that all serious lahhoods are cnininal ; 
and, to prevent them, I, for iny part, 
Irr.ow of no other way than that of ex- 
po'-ing and censuring them. The Se- 

cond point in lAlu. i‘E:iuv'3 article lel-.nes 
to certain alledged calumni.s,^' which, 
he would insinuate ihat I am in ihe L.ibii 
of uttering against thf, press ; and he kindly 
leaves me lo account for this my practice 

to the iriends ol ujr.e press. ^,What 

doe.s Mr. Perry mean by ** cnlunnilesf* 
Calumny includes fMu.od ; at.(« he has 
made no attempt to bliew, tli.it. i have ut- 
tered fahkoods even ag.ii liie venal 
writers ot tne day, who, ind c i, are quite 
enoigh f-xposcffio the si .i h of Uulh. 
— — Vy'liar hat(; I complained of in the 
conduct of tiic pre'^^ ? li.ive I not com- 
plairii J of its ptomulgaiing ya/i/ioads 
les, . 1 I have ab.vays proved t!ie justice 
of my i nplaint. I have compiaini d of 
its being \ade use oi’, by uuuiy persons, 
as^ a clianuel cl deception ; a.s the means 
ol duping and cheating the people ; as 
the me^iijs of vihlyinglhe real friends of 
the country \ as the means of upholding 
abuses ; and, have I not, at every ttep, 
shown niy complaint to be wcil-Ji^unded ? 

• To the friends of a free press I have 

no apology to make for this my practice ; 
but, on the contrary, am convinced, 
Inat of this part of my labours, I have 
their warmest approbation ; because, the 
friends of n free press want, like my- 
scU, no liberty to publish falshoods ; they 
and I want the liberty of publish iiig any 
^hmgthatwe can prone to be true; and, 
wlioej^ has read the Register, must know, 
that this is what 1 have constantly contend- 
^ for. But, 1 never have contended for 
the liberty of publisliing^w/s/ioods; I have 
pever held that forth as necessary to the 
freedom and happiness of the people ; I 
have always stood upon this adamantine 
piinciple of morality, «* truth is great, and 
-' she shall prevail against which prin. 
ciple whatever is hostile has a direct ten- 
dency to vitiate the morals and to under- 
mine and destroy the liberties of a nation. 


—There is a Ttnao passage jn Ma; 
Perry’s article, which I must beg to be 
excused for noticing. It is this : It was 
not till Tuesday that w^e had an authen- 
*• tic cominunicat'on of the nature of his 
" malady, and we in&lanlly gave the Bui- 
“ Ictins whicl) had been issued ; but, frcuu 
" that Di.LICACY wdiich WE shall ever 
*• A'tji on such topics, however il may h::at 
** the gentic Hood Mi Mr. Cobhett, WE ab- 
'' siaincd from ciilering into the detad 
** the origin and progress if the afflict mg vui^ 

ladyf Now, pray, Mr. Peruy» what 

do you mean c Do yuu m: an, rliat my 
blood has been he lied by y'^ur delicacy^, 
or by the topici>, or by yt.ur ahsiinc-c^, from 
eriter.iig n.lo a detail of il:e kiiijs’-^ »'i! ess? 
Really, Sir, if ctmlii'iioii of id* b*- a .ogn 
oi hea ed blood, there c:;ii, i (!.• ur v 
be but little doubt a** to wr.ii h of u- has 

-his bhjod in the luo^t fev»-r»sii st.ue. 

Your delicacy might, 1 niu.s: con^^^'^ss, be 
likely enough lo vvarni the blood oi a less 
constant observer than luys. U ; nor should 
I be surprised if a similar eilcct wvie, in 
some persons, produced by the soicmn 
protestation of SINCERITY, piadc ai the 
close of your article; but, in me, J give 
you my word, that neither the one nor 
the other has caused the slightest emotion, 
and that my pulse has been no more af- 
fected thereby than it was by your 
lengthened eulogium on the loyalty^ which 
shone forth with such relulgence from the 
lamps of the proprietor of “ that truly na^ 
** tional establishment, the Ycliow'-Eever 

warehouse.'’ Do you mean, that rny 

blood was heated by the topics ? If so, yon 
will do your readers a favour lo give them 
sometlilng like an explanation ot the. sense 
of your vyordsj and, if you mean, that 
this/ftfa/ of mine arose from your not enters 
ing into a detail of the king’s illness, the pub- 
lic, or, at least, the readers of the Register, 
who must have observed with what care I 
have avoided every thing bordering upon such 
detail, will, I am afrakl, conclude, that my 
animadversion,” as you are pleased to 
call it, upon your late publications, has 
wholly failed in prodi/cing the eflect for 
which it was intended. But, even this 
failme shall not prevent me from offering 
you, towards whom 1 feel no ill-will, this 
one observation : that delicacy and since- 
rity are virtues, which stand in no need of 
words to. Indicate the seal of their exist- 
ence. 

Jeffery.- — ^- It was not my intention to 
say any more about this mait at present j 
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but, the following paragraph, inserted in 
ail the Daily papers, that 1 have seen, of 
the 31st ol* October, calls for a remark or 
two ; and, besides, it is of importance to 

put it upon record. “ This young man, 

whose case has excited such exlraordi- 
** nary interest, arrived safely on Thursday 
last at Polperro, where his mother and 
" father-in-luw reside. The following are 
“ stated to have been the circumstances 
** attending his reception : — 'Hie })rqfession- 
" al gentleman who was employed on the 
occasion by the Lake family, (Captain 
Lake hiniself has been abroad some 
'* time), after lim-ing adjusted every thing 
“ entirely to the satisfaction of jeliery, 

** pro[)(’rly conceived that one so unexpe- 
“ rienced should not betru^'t ( hij himself ' with 
a lart(esum of money, mo . '.osious that he 
** should be sd'ely u vl to hi^' fimilv. 

'' sent his clerk to a<- ^ him to tin 

" spot.— — On then, i ■ irorn Plymouth to 
** Polp» »*r they Uic father-in-law of 
'*Jeflv .j, who lecogriisv’d him immedi- 
** atf iy, and eoit forward to apprize his 
•r' ri* wher of it b arrival. Py the time 
that they reached ihe village all the in- 
habitants were prepared to receive him, 
and it is hardly possible to express the 
conlial greeting and exulting iian>port 
that attended Ins arrival. After the tu- 
'' rmiit of joy had a little subsided, they' 
began to look on the clerk with appa- 
rent suspicion, and some degree of hos- 
tilily ; but Jelfery immediately assun^d 
them that ho was "owe of his friends, and 
" liad taken the trouble of so long a jour- 
iiey for the purpose of protecting him. 
** Their sentiments were changed at once, 
** and the clerk was received with respect 

'' and kindness. ^The meeting between ! 

** Jeffery and his mother was particuhirly 
interesting. At fiist she gazed on him 
** with a kind of bewildered anxiety, as if 
** doubtful whether she could trust what 
** she saw ; in a few moments she rt*cover- 
** ed hcrsidf, and they rij^hed into each 
** other's armt.— ‘ t »h ! my son,' and * Oh! 
** my m*Hhcr,' interrupte«l by sobs on 
both sides, were all that they could ultf - 
for some time. At length tlie agitation 
of their feelings subsided, and a scene of 
'' calm endearment ensued. Nothing but 
" the arrival of Jeffery engrossed the at- 
" tention of the villagers, and the whole 
place was a scene of gcnerou.s*tumult 
•' till a late hour'in the night. JeSery re- 
peatediy declared that he entirely forgave 
** Captain Lake himse{f, and could taki him 
hy the hand with eincere good-will if he were 


« on the spot. Jeffery arrived at the vif- 
" lage.at six o’clock inihc evening. The 
« Clerk stayed with him m one in the 
« morning, and after a#hort repose set ofT 

« for London on Friday." In a fi>rmer 

article, upon this subject, at page 721, I 
observed upon the rare kindness, sliowu to- 
wards Jeffery by even the Attorney of 
Lake. Not only by his family, but even 
by his Attorney, who seemed to be afraid, 
lest ho should dash his foot against a 
stone ; and so he not only took care of 
him while in London, but actually accom- 
panied him clown to Polperro, a distance 
of about three hundred miles. But, there 
is one thing, which appears to have escap- 
fd this '‘Professional Gentleman." VVe 
an hen* told, that this gentleman, ‘‘who 
“ w s, u '>n this occasion, emphyedby the 
“ aft '.'I having adjusted every 

“ * 11 . • \ if? s-uisf net ion of Jeffery, 

“ prciptri ; •!, li):’. Kn\ soinerpe* 

rienced, /;./ ‘dtnsclf 

“ iL ith a large sum ot uu.u * : ox ions, 

“ tlifU he should be safely reMuu ii to ‘.is 
“ family, sent 1 is clerk to accompany him 

“ toihespot." Kind again. Very kind. 

But, as this profcvsional gentit'inan was em* 
ployed by one of the patties, is it not railier 
odd, that, where a pecuniary agrecme*'t was 
to take place, there was not some profes- 
sional man on the other side, e.speciaily in 
.1 ra*'<' where the party is d»cLied to 
i.". ’o been so inexperienced ? What answer 
'mU any professional man i;ivc to this 
juesiion? - — Jeffery, if this account be 
irur, was, by this professional genlI^ man, 
eniployecf by the i^ake family, thought 
“ not fii to be trusted by himself with a 
“ lai .^resuiii wf inc»ney." We arc not told 
what the sum w si arid, it is of no conse- 
quence to th * argument. Be it what it 
might, jEFFeRY, It IS here said, was not fit 
to be trusted alone with it, on account of his 
inexperience. Was it, therefore, proper, 
tliat the comprouiise should have been 
made with him, «\ithout his having the as- 
sistance or advice of any professional man, 
or any friend? And would a court of 
equity say, that such a compromise was 

bmdiiig? 1 shall leave the matter 

here, for the present ; but more of it wo 
must have hereafter. It ia a thing impos- 
sible, that Uie matter can be dropped 
thus. It is pot the affair of Jeffery alone. 
It is the nation, and as such it always 
ought to be considered. 

Portugal.— There is not, 1 believe, 
any intelligence from our army near Lis- 
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bon; but, it is hourly expected; and 
Cfroni every thwg that toe are teld ) the total 
destruction of Massena and his army may 
be expected. In the mean while, I see, 
I must confess, with rather a suspicious 
eyie, a paragraph in all the Miiiialerial 
news*papers, the object of which is to 
show, that, though the lass of the impend- 
ing battle would be ruinous to Napoleon, 
the loss of it, on our part, would not be 
ruinous to us. The paragraph, which, I 
perceive, has been caremlly and conspi> 
cuously inserted in all the ministerial 
news-papers, is as follows ; It has more 
'' than once been observed, by some of 
our cotemporaries that the security or 
security, the permanence or destruction of 
the British and French Governments, de- 
pend upon the issue of the great bat- 
** tie between Lord Wellington and Mas- 
" sena. That a power which his been 
ill-gotten, and has been upheld by the 
•• most tyrannical measures, which, having 
" been obtained by success in the field, is 
indebted for its continuance to an un- 
** broken series of victories, that such a 
power, of new growth, not bottomed in 
« the esteem and adections of the people, 
'' but on the contrtny odious and op- 
« pressivc to them, should be unable to 
** stand against tl)e tide of disaster; that 
its main props and pillars should be 
** weakened by the decisive defeat of a 
largo army, the flower of its military 
** force, commanded by the most con- 
summate of Buonaparte's generals, will 
« not create surprise in any man. ^ But 
that the British Poiwr should be placed 
in the same scale and on the same foot- 
that a constitution which has 
grown to greatness through a long pro- 
** gression of ages; which has its root in 
" mr love and estee^n, in our habits, in our 
** recollections ; which is emleared to us 
hy the prvsperity it has produced, by the 
rif>hls if freedom it has established, that a 
Power which puts forth its resources 
** and strength to protect not to oppress, to 
rescue not to enslave, that such a Power 
« oannot survive a disaster or defeat (which 
" y^t,'tv€ trust, it is not destined to expe- 
rience), is an assertion which we shall 
" never hear without branding it as an 

atrocious calumny and insult. Very 

well. Agreed ; Agreed. An atrocious 
" calumny,” if you like, and an insult 
besides. But, why talk of it? Why think 
about any such thing? Ilow came any 
sach thing into your head; Ibr, as to the 
eptnien that you aflbet to combat, that 


is a complete sham, no such opinion hav- 
ing been given in any print in London 

fVhy, therefore, start any such idea ? 

This is, in truth, a very ugly paragraph, 
and, were not our last accounts from Lis- 
bon of so very flattering a nature, one 
would be almost tempted to fear, that 
there were, at Whitehall, some dark fore- 
bodings. Else why this laboured attempt 
introduced under a false pretence ; why 
this hatched occasion for introducing an 
argument to convince us, that the loss of 
the battle in Portugal would not prove our 
ruin ? Why all this ? Never, surely, was 
so much pains before taken without some 
purpose in view. Why, again I ask, say 
any thing, which seems to contemplate 

the consequences of a lost battle. But, 

though 1 think this paragraph so ugly, 1 
cannot doubt of the success of the allied 
army, which, besides all other advan- 
tages, is (if the Morning Post and Courier 
have given us true statements) so superior 
in numbers to the famished, ragged, sick, 
and disaffected army of Massena. The 
Morning Post of to-day says — « On 
.Thursday !iOO deserters from the French 
army in Portugal landed at Portsmouth, 
** and were marched to Fort Cumberland. 
** They are to join the Royal Sicilian rc- 
“ gimrnt. s A more deplorable body of 
" men were never seen : tlicy had scarcely 
** any cloathing on, and appeared half slurv- 
“ cd, 'Fhey arc of all the nations on the 
** Cow/i/irnf."— — Here, then, w'e have be- 
fore the Morning Post's eyes, a specimen 
of Massena's army. I v^ish, with ail my 
heart, that 1 could go into Hampshire to 
see them ! Since I cannot, 1 must take the 
fact upon trust. Here, then, in my mind's 
eye, at any rate, I have before me the 30p 
deplorable, nearly naked, half-starved 
creatures, of all nations, whom we (if this 
man tells truth) have put into our Royal 
" Sicilian Kegiment I' He does not say, 
how many Frenchmen there are amongst 
them ; nor does he show us, from 
this fact, how it followk, as a mat- 
ter of course, that Massena^s army, 
remaining with him, must be in the 
same condition; nor, further, how this 
fact of the deserters of proves the 

utility of foreign troops. These men may 
possibly have had time to eat since they 

left Massena. But, on the other hand, 

it may have been owing to their having 
been the strongest amongst his men, that 
enabled them to escape ; and, if what we 
were told, some time ago, was t^ue, his ' 
army must be too much exhausted by ' 
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want of food for many of the men to have 
atrcngth sufficient to desert All, how- 

ever, at present, is conjecture. His army 
may have been slain, or they may have 
been eaten by the crows and magpies. 
One or the other appears (from what we 
have been told) to be their inevitable des- 
tiny ; and, all that 1 have now to add, is 
tlu: expression of my wishes, that we may 
speedily hear the intelligence of their 
fate, and of the safety and health of our 
own army. ■ 

To THE People of Ireland. — A 
news-paper, published in Dublin, by J. ' 
Laphln, No. 19, Sycamore Street, near. 
Dame Street, dated October 4, I8l0. and 
bearing the sham title of “ THE PA- 

TRIOT,*^ contains a U tter, with the 
following head: " I'rom Co’.ibeit’s P.di- 

tical Register: To the Freemen of the 
" Ag;jregate Meef'ng of Dublin and 
signed: ''William Cobbett, State Pri- 
" son, NcAVg.ilc, Saturday, September 29, 

" 1810.” 1 his letter, which fills more 

than two columns of the paper, is a FA- 
BKICATION FROM 1 HE BECiINMNG 

TO THE END. No such letter ever 

was written by me ; and no '•uch letter ever 
appeared in the Political Register; and 
this, I am convinced, the independent 
Editors in Ireland (vviio.«c conduct, by the 
bye, puls many of our editors to shame) 

will not fail to stale to you. There are, 

however, three circumstances, connected 
with this attempt aL imposition, which 
circumstances give me great pleasure : 
First, it is a proof, that the supporters of 
this sham *' Patriot” feel, that it would 
be desirable for them to injure reputation : 
Second, that they are compelled to resort 
for tools to men capable of such fabrica- 
tions as this, which proves to me, that all 
men of talents and of honour hold them in 
contempt ; Thihd, that, in order to obtain 
a chance of getting yow to listen to them, 
they must assume the name of Patriot. 
These arc all bad signs for them, and are 
so many proofs to me, that you arc 
worthy of all t!ie admiration and ail the 
fellow-feeling, which veal Englishmen 
have towards you, and which have ever 
been entertained by vour faithful friend, 
W**. COBBETJ . 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

November 0, I S\0. , 

P. S. D|>on consulting the stars, I think 
1 have discovered, that it will not be many 
days before the Morning Tost and the 
C^UJUBR will begin to raf. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

France. — Decree issued from the Palace qf 
Fontainbkau, Oct. 3, relating to ptrsons 
of both sexes who are in service as do/nes^ 
tics at Paris, or who wish to become such. 
(Concluded from page 8:i2.J 

9. The obligation of 

getting- themselves inscribed, and of re- 
ceiving a card, is not applicable to do- 
mestics serving the same master for the 
last five years, except at the lime when 
they shall leave him.— iO. The obliga- 
tion imposed upon masters by the 
present decree, sh 'll bo executed by the 
house stewards, where there are any.-— 
11. The penalties contained in tin* pre- 
sent decree, shall be prescribed for six 
months, where the domestic who has in- 
curred them, had got into the service 
of a nevw master. — 12. Our (irand Judge, 
Minister of Justice, and <»nr Mini.ster of 
General Police. are charged with the exe- 
cution of the present decree, whicli shall 
be inserted m the Bulletin of the Laws. 


France.— Commercial Ihcree. — Fontain* 
bleau, Sth October, 1810. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, &c. 
— Considering \liai a great quantity of 
colonial tnerch.nidize, proceeding from 
prizes taken by the Dan(‘.s, is accuaiulated 
at Aliona, and other ports of Holstein, and 
wishing to favour the Danish Court, we 
have*dciTeed, and do decree as follows 
Art. I. All kinds o| colonial merchandize 
actually exist inc^ in Holstein, being the 
proceeds of prizes made by the Danes, 
may enter our line of customs by way of 
Ilaiiiburgh, by paying the duties of our 
tarif, of the Jlh of August, which shall be 
annexed to the present decree. — Art. 2. 
A-li merchants, and holders of colonial 
merchandize, inclined to avail themselves 
of the permission granted by the present 
decree, shall be obliged to appear in the 
presence of our Director of the Customli 
at Hamburgh, and to deliver to him their 
declaration in the course of October.*— 
Art. 3. They shall have permi-ssion to 
enter their goods within the line ^of cus- 
toms, upon paying the duties of tlie tarif. 
— Art. 4. The holders of colonicd mer- 
chandize in Holstein, who shall not have 
iiMde their declaration before the 1st of 
November, shall not afterwards be per- 
mitted to do so; nor to avail themselves of 
the privilege grated them by the present 
decree.— ^‘t, S, Our miuisterv of Foreign 
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Kelaiious, Finance, ^nd War, are 
ill what concerns them respectively, with 
the exoeauou of the present decree. — 
(Signed) ^ >{avo C ali'S ; by the Emperor. — 
(Signed) II, i*. Dakv* oI'Eassano . — A true 
copy. (Sit^ijv il) Tisc Corat de Sussy.” 

[Here foliov, - thv Ta:i^‘anriex{‘d to the 
Decree oi the /iili of Aiif;rf. i.J 


I''hAN[v. c :. — ly.jr-j /.j/ c'ic ftvund Duke 
Ciui'Us. — OsJt. 1 1 , 1 :j 1 0 . 

Wc Ch.iries, ! y the C:.race of God, in- 
a-iHimch t\i hi.> IViUjtsty the Emperor anti 
King lie’s invi' li tn iiUrt dcoe into our 
States the w v/ fai foi' Duties which were 
decreed in ciancc on the 5th of Aug.'ist 
last, le.Npecling colonial produce, we ihe 
more willingly adopt this measure, a.s we 
are convinced that the application of this 
Tavif to all the States of the Rhenish Con- 
federation will prove the most etVectual 
means of proinoiing the consumption of 
those continental articles which thall dis- 
place colonial produce, and at the same 
time diminish the consuinpti.on of that 
produce, by mean j of which the Continent 
IS rendered tributary to England. Ac- 
cordingly w'c have with the consent and 
advice of our Council of Finances decreed, 
and do decree as follows: — l. That the 
Decree uiveri by the Emperor at Trianon, 
5(li of A’lgusi, 1810, containing the Tarif 
of Impo.t Dulles upon di derent kinds of 
produce and good j, .shall, from the Pih of 
October of the present year, be of Vorce 
through the whole circle of our h^ates for 
all kinds of toloniai produce there used 
and consumed. — ‘2. Thi.s tarif rc.sjjeci.s only 
the Uade of Germany, and makes no al- 
teration whatever in the Decrees of Be.diii 
and Milan, which remain in force, nor 
with the decisions of the Emperor, accurd- 
ing to which it is unaltevahly fixed, that 
the sugars, coflee, and cotton accumulated 
in the warehouses of England shall never 
be admitted into France. — 3. Our Minister 
of Finances is commissioned with the exe- 
cution of the present Decree, which shall 
be inserted in the Code of Laws, together 
witli? the manner and method in and by 
wiiich the new tarif shall be collected in 
our States. 


Saxon v.—Dtfcre-c qf tfui King, relating to 
Colonial Produce, Oct. 4, 1810. 

Whereas, by the accession of his Ma- 
jesty to the system contained in the Im- 
perial French Decrees^ with regard to the 


trade ^\ilh England and her colonies, all 
direct or indirect oomnierclal relations 
v.i*h England or her colonics except in 
s» far as the same may take place in virtue 
of a special permission from the French 
Government for certain ports, are to be 
considered as unlawful and continue to he 
prohibited ; and that, eonsecjuently, where 
such rehilions are still maintained, the 
coniiscation of the merchandize proceed- 
ing therefrom must necessarily result-— 
his Majesty thinks it proper to establish 
and decree the following provisions with 
regard to such English and colonial mer- 
chandize of any desciiption as may come 
i.ito the course of trade, more particularly 
by (he conhscaliuns that may take place, 
or by prizes made at sea Art. 1. The 
nn ler-immtioned commodities, when im- 
|,rtrled for home consumption only, shall 
be subject to the duties respectively affixed 
thereto, exclusively of the duties already 
payable thereon: — (kjtton wool, from the 
Brazils, Cayenne, Sariaam, Deniarara, 
and Georgia, per (juintal 100 dollars, Le- 
vant do. 25, All other description of 
cotton wool, Neapolitan excepted, which 
remains exempt trom this impost, 75 dol, 
raw sugar 37 dol. 12 grosh; refined sugar 
50 dol.; fly.^on tea 112 dol. i2 grosh; 
green do. 75 dol. ; all other kinds of tea 
18 dol. II grosh; cofioe 50 dol.; indigo 
1 12 dol. ; cocoa 125 dol. ; coehenille 270 
dol. ; white pepper 75 ; black pepper 50 
dol.; common cinnamon 175 dol.; fine 
cinnamon 250 dol.; cloves 75 dol.; nut- 
megs 250 dol. ; mahogany (3 dol. (j grosh ; 
Perarnbucco wood 15 dol.; Campeachy 
wood 10 dol.; dye woods ground 12 dol. 
l2gvoth. — Art. 2. This impost is to be 
ill force from tlie 8 ill of October of the 
present year until further orders, and to 
be paid by the waggoner or boat master, 
upon passing the frontier, when the said 
goods enter this country, or in case of their 
being unable to defray the same, they 
shall give due security tor the payment of 
the impost by the receiver of the goods.— 
Art. 3, As it is not intended that any 
commodity upon which a similar duty 
shall have been already levied on the con- 
tinent should again be subject thereto in 
his Majesty’s territories ; in cases of this 
nature such goods shall be exempt from 
the aforesaid impost, if accompanied by 
regular and lawful certificates of such 
impost having been levied at any im- 
perial French Custom-house, or in any 
State where such impost is in force,, and 
of the same not having been paid back 
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upon exportation from such State.— 
Art. 4*. Upon the importation of any of 
the above-mentioned commodities into 
this country, the Collector ot the C-’oslonis 
on the frontier shall affix thereto a parti- 
cular ticket, on which shall be inari/*d 
^ the amount of the impost paid, or for the 
payment of which secuiity may have 
been given. This ticket is to be ex- 
amined upon the inspection of the g(a)ds 
at the other Custom-houses in suct csnion, 
and upon their arrival at the place where 
they are to be unloaded for sa!c\ caje is 
to be taken to ascertain wd'xthcr the duly 
'' has been correctly charged, and tho same 
is to be levied, if not already defrayed on 
the frontier ; and where it has been al- 
ready levied in another country, the cer- 
tiheates and documents relative thereto 
are to be examined, and if found correct, 
are to be certified accordingly. — Art. 5. 
The same regulation applies to comuicdi- 
• ties in transit for an ulterior destination, 
in case of their being unloaded at any 
place in the interior, but the impost levied 
thereon shall' be repaid by the Custom- 
house, or if security only has been given, 
the same shall be canct llcd, — A?t. 6'.* 
Transit commodities i tlio other liand, 
which arc not to bo 'n.nca.h d in th- eo.;n* 
try, require only to Im correctly ileci ’:rd 
at the place wUcro they pass the frenuer 
oti entering ; upon which, proper security 
being given and iLc other duties paid, 
they shall proceed, without being subject 
to this impost, to t!ie .place wln ro. ilicy 
pa.5s keyon-j tlio frontier,— Art. 7. In case 
of thcabcvcmcrrLion ‘d (r.mmodities being 
clandestinely hitreduced, without pay- 
^ nicnt Cl the import, cr being unloaded in 
any village by the ^v^y, and being there 
or tliowhere privafely denoriied, or in 
case of a particular arlicUj being intro- 
duced undiT another name: — upon the 
detection of cue or other of these frauds, 
fiuch commodities shall be confiscated. 


to which he wimld nof fad of hit 

opinion to his Majesty, oud the Govern- 
im-nt of Ins Uoyal Highness the Prince 
Regent of j’oi lugal.— Evn y frii-nd to hij 
country, and the libcriy pf the world, and 
the wliclc British army, must have ob» 
served, vvifh the greatest plca-^nre, tho 
valour and firmness of thtj Poiuigucse 
troops during those days, who, cipjally 
with their comrude.s in arms in the service 
of his Majesty, merited ami obtained the 
ar'probation of Marshal Beresford and the 
Commander in Chief. — Though the de- 
signs which the enemy manifested by his 
movements deiei mined the Commander in 
Chief to withdraw the army from their 
posi»icn» which the enemy was incapablo 
of forcing, he hopes, hov.over, that the 
unquestionable disci piine and valour of 
the officers and Foldier.; wid kt<*p liira in 
•a condition to fic ’lrate all the designs of 
the cnerjy, n.id to save this country 
(where il.o Bri s!i a: my has been so well 
treated) r.oai tiic humiliating yoke with 
which the tnciiiv threafeus it. 

Adj.tsicn. Mozinho. 


Pon rro vt — O ’, er of the Day, issued at 
3 . 1 :;' Oct, lb 10, 

Mis F.vr'd:< 5. *y the Miushal, pommand- 
in ( hiid’, *.!<> ;,rcat sarud’aclion in puh- 
I.' I'.ing U) the lu'hiv the subjoined order of 
t day by his LACeih^nry Marshal 

Coneral Lord Viscount Wellington, and 
having occasl .n to iiiulve jiuhiic so 
decisive a pr 4,r of ihclr biilliaiir. conduct 
in the buttle of the 27ih of last month, a-s 
that which t!;e (csdmony ofsuclfa Genet al 
as Lord ViscouiU Wcliuigton afioals. 


PoKTLG.A.L. — Proclaimtion, issued at Lisbon, 
}•/// Oct. 1610, by Lucas de Scabra da 
Siha, Geiitlaiian of thr Rbyal Douse- 
hold, Commander of the Order of Christ, 
^;c. 


Portugal. — Order of the Day, issued at 
Coimbra- Sept, 30, !Sl(). 

The Commander in Chief thanks the 
Generals, the other officers, and soldiers 
of the army, for their good conduct dur- 
^ ing the whole period in which they occu- 
pied the position of Buzaco, and in the 
action which took place with the enemy 
on the 27th. He was himself a tvitness 
of many proofs of intrepidity in the officers 
^ and troops, and the general officers have 
communicated to him others, with respect 


The duties of humaniiy requiting that 
all possible assistance shuuld he aitorded 
to those who, abandoning their homes, 
have sought, an asylum in the capital, 
against the runny and oppression of the 
enemies of this kingdom ; ^nd it being in- 
compatible with the. duties of the Police 
to allow these unhappy fugitives to perish, 
exposed to the calamity of a rainy .season, 
1 order as follows : — l/ No propiietors of 
houses that are at present unoccupied, 
shall refuse them to the inhabitants of the 
provinces that arc repairing to this capital 
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from the causes aboTe-meiUioned. — 2. 
The hire of such houses shall be regulated 
by the rate of the last rent, without the 
legist increase ; <and in every case where 
the master or landlord has received a 
greater remuneration, he shall restore the 
same within 24 hours from the date of this 
notice. — 3. Every proprietor who shall, 
to avoid this restriction, decline putting 
up bills to let out his property, shall lose 
all right of exacting any hire: such houses 
shall be given gratis to poor families till 
next Christmas, and he shall pay a hne 
corresponding to the rent, for the benefit 
of such poor families —4. The Ministers 
of Justice of the several Wards shall pro- 
ceed summarily in taking cognizance of 
the said excesses, notwithstanding any 
privileges to the contrary, as all other 
causes must give way to cases of such 
urgency.— 5. The aforesaid Mijiistcrs of 
Justice shall also take care to lodge in 
unoccupied houses poor families, and not 
to leave them without a shelter, conform- 
ing themselves in this respect to the Chief 
Judge, Counsellor Bernardo Xavier Bar- 
boso Sachettj, authorised for that purpose 
by his iloyal Highness. — 6. All delega- 
tions and executions that ^re made out for 
this purpose shall be done gratis, except 
such as are intended to enforce payment j 
of the fines imposed on Proprietors in- I 
eluded in the 3rd Article. And every 
Officer of Justice who shall be guilty of any 
thing to the contrary, shall be punished 
with three months imprisonment.*^— In 
order that this information may be in the 
possession of all concerned, I have ordered 
this Proclamation to be posted up. By 
his Royal Highness our Lord the Prince 
Regent. 


Portugal.— issued at Lisbon, 
10//* Oct. 1810. • 

Lucas de Scabra da Silva, Member of 
the Council of our Lord Prince Regent, 
one of the Gentlemen of His Royal House- 
hold, Commander of the Order of Christ, 
one of the Royal Judges, Chanced lor of 
the Court and Hall of Supplication, In- 
tendant General of Police of the Court and 
Kingdom, &.c.— I hereby make it known, 
that it having been represented to his Royal 
Highness, that a great number of persons, 
who had left their habitations in onler to 
withdhiw themselves from the barbarity of 
the enemy, were wishing to pass to the 
IteR side of the . Tagus, th:it they might 
Hwre easily obtain the means oF subsis- 
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tence, his Highness has^ oi*dered the said 
persons to he permitted to pass freely, 
without experiencing any interruption. 
They are, however, to avail themselves of 
this indulgence in such a manner as not to 
endanger the j^ublic peace; and in order 
that no extortion may be committed on 
the passengers, by excessive charges for 
their passage, and that no unnecessary 
difficulties may be placed in their way, he 
has ordered the following regulations— 
1. All the persons who are to pass to the 
left bank of the Tagus, must present them- 
selves, within twenty-four hours, before 
the Magistrates of the different districts 
! where they are to reside, declaring their 
j names, occupations, designations, the 
number of individuals belonging to their 
respective families, and the day on whi. h 
they left their respective districts. This 
declaration is to be taken gratuitously, and 
to be transmitted without the least delay 
to the Intendant Genera] of Police. — 2. No 
housekeeper shall refuse to those families 
whatever accommodations they have to 
let; observing in this respect what has 
been ordered by the proclamation, which, 
by order of his Royal Highness,! directed 
to he published on the 8th current. — 3. 
The freight for passage shall not exceed 
the rates which have been hitherto fixed 
in the several ports south of the Tagus, by 
the statutes of the several places, and when 
the contrary takes place, the pecuniary 
, mulcts shall be imposed on them, as di- 
I reeled in the said regulations or statutes. 

I — k And whereas the masters of passage 
boats, the betier to secure the excessive 
prices which they are accustomed to ex- 
pect, exact the payment before hand ; they 
arc hereby prohibited iVom receiving any 
compensation till they shall have reached 
the opposite ports to which they are des- 
tined, under pain of a month’s imprison- 
ment; and thoy shall incur the same pu- 
nishment when, for the same reason, they 
maltreat any passenger, if not incurring 
thereby a more severe criminal proceed- 
ing. — 5. Tho officers of justice, of both 
skies of the Tagus, and the patroles of po- 
lice, who watch the quays of this capital, 
shall take care that the pruYi.sioiis of this 
edict he carried into effect. — 6. The petty 
and ordinary Judges of the districts of the 
south of the Tagus, shall provide with 
their chambers the necessary regulations, 
that the necessaries of life may not be 
sold at an extravagant price, under pre- 
text of this emigration, thus depriving* 
families of subsistence, who have found it 
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necessary to seek an asylum against the 
oppression and tyranny of the enemy , 
and that no person concerned may alledge 
ignorance, this Edict shall be made public, 
and stuck up in the capiul, and in the 
several districts of the rigfl! ^bank of the 
Tagus. 

Holland. — General Ordinance for the Or- 
ganization of the Departments qf Holland. 
—Dated Palace of Fontainbleau, ISth 
Oct. 1810. 

We, Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, &c. Considering that the 
Departments of Holland have a system of 
taxation quite difl'erent from tliat of the 
Empire ; that it cannot be changed in or- 
der to introduce the French system jti 
1811, but by making our finances sustain 
a considerable loss: Considering, also, that 
the persons employed in the administra- 
tion of the finunces of Holland stand in 
need of their employments in order to sup- 
port their families) and that they have 
given us good proofs of their zeal and of 
their probity ; that it would be ncces; 
sary, however, to displace the greater pa^t 
of them if a new system of account were 
introduced before they had time to learn 
it ; that there are in the Departments of 
Holland arrears for years back, as well as 
for the present ; that the book of the pub- 
lic debt is not yet formed, and cannot be 
formed before the year 1812; having, 
therefore, resolved to* establish progres- 
sively the system of finance of our Em- 
pire in the departments of Holland, and to 
content ourselves, for 1811, with introdu- 
cing such mitigations, that these Depart- 
ments will have to pay much less heavy 
taxes than they have paid in preceding 
years : Have ordained and do ordain, de- 
creed and do decree, the following organ- 
ization for the year 1811.— shall here \ 
give the principal arrangements of this ordi- 
nance.] — The first article establishes the 
General Government in the following 
words:— The General Government of the 
Department of Holland is organized in the 
following manner 1st, A Governor-ge- 
neral, Grand Dignitary of the Empire ; 
2d, A Counsellor of State, Intendant- gene- 
ral of Finances and of the Interior; A 
Master of Requests to take charge of the 
Dykes, Canals, and Roads; 4th, A Master 
of Requests, Director of the Central Trea- 
sury ; 5th, a Master of Requests, Prin- 
cipal Director of the Customs ; 6th, A 
Director of ifie Public Debt ; 7th, A j 


Director of Police. 4 - There shall be a 
Secretary for the orders of the Go- 
vernor-general, and a Keeper of the 
Archives. The Geppral Government 
shall have its seat at Amsterdam. The 
Governor-general shall have the same pre- 
rogatives as those which were laid down 
in out- Decree of the 24th of February, 
1 808, for the General Government of the 
Departments beyond the Alps. The Ge- 
nerals commanding the two military divi- 
sions of Holland cannot make any move- 
ment of troops but in consequence of his 
orders. In cases where they shall have 
received direct orders, on this point, from 
our Minister at War, they shall take care 
to acquaint the Governor therewith before 
the troops are put in motion. Neverthe- 
less, when we think proper to form oilr 
troops of the departments of Holland into 
an army- corps (corps d* armde), he shall 
continue to enjoy the military honours at 
Amsterdam, but shall cease to interfere in 
that which concerns the movements of the 
troops. The nominations to employments 
under Government, and in the administra- 
tion of the* finances, which are not such as 
are appointed by us, shall be submitted to 
him by the Intendant-general. He shall 
have a general inspection with regard tg 
every thing relating to public establish- 
ments and works, and a particular in- 
spection of the operations relative to 
the formation of the book of the pub- 
lic debt, the liquidation of ihc arrears 
of injuislerial services, and over ihe Syndi- 
cate of Holland created by our decree of 
the 23cf of September last. lie shall ren- 
der to us, at least once a month, a direct 
account of the progress of the different 
services, and of the conduct of the diffe- 
rent hoclies of the departments and cities. 
The Counsellor of State, Intendant General 
of Finance and of the Interior, shall exer- 
cise tiin fanclions assigned to the Intcii- 
daut General of Finance in the depart- 
ments beyond the Alps, by our decree of 
the 31st July, 1 806. As Intendant of Fi- 
nance, he snail be charged with all that 
relates to the organization of the public 
c-mtributions, to their apportionment, 
levying, and recovery. He shall take iiis 
orders liom our Minister of Finance. As 
Intendant of the Interior, he shall be 
charged with what relates to the mode 
of accounting,' and the budgets of cities ; 
he shall exercise the immediate superia- 
fendaiice- of prisons, depots of mendicity, 
charitable and other pubf ic establishments^ 
of every kind. The Master of Requests, 
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ctiarged with the caire of the canals and 
dykes, shall exwcise all the funehons as> 
signed to the Director of the Waterstraedt. 
He shall correspond with our Minister of 
the Interior, through the nuulium of our 
Director General oft he Bridges and Cause- 
ways. ' He shall form pan of our Corps of 
Bridges and Causeways. lie shall reside 
at ^ Amsterdam, and shall make frequent 
tours in the drpartnients. When he hap- 
pens to be at Paris, he shall take his scat 
in the Council of Bridges and Causeways. 
The Master of Requests, Director of the 
Central Chest, shall correspond with our 
Minister of the Treasury, and shall do 
nothing but by his orders. The Director 
of the Public Debt shall exercise the same 
lunctions as the old Director of the Public 
Debt in Holland. He shall correspond 
with our Minister of Vinance, and shall do 
nothing hut by his orders. The Director 
of Police shall r'iercisc the same functions 
as those assigned to the Director of Police 
in the departments beyond the Alps, &c. 
by our Decree of the 24th Februar^^ 1808. 
The Secretary of Orders shall exercise ihe 
functions prescribed in the J2th and' l.5th 
articles of our decree, of the 24th Febru- 
ary, 1803, relative to the organization of 
the departments beyond the Alps. The 
Keeper of the Archives shall exercise the 
functions prescribed in our decree of the 
520th May, 1805,— By the 2d title, the 
Palace of Amsterdam is declared an Im- 
perial Palace.— By the 3d title, the Dutch 
language may be employed conjointly 
with the French, in the tribunals, in the 
acts of administration, in those of nbtarics, 
and in private deeds.— By the Itli title, 
the territory of Holland is divided into 
eeven departments, namrlv, the depart- 
inent of the Zuyderzee, ol the mouths of 
the Meu«;e, of the iJ, per Is'?rl, of the 
mouths of the Issel, ol Frisciand, of tlie 
Western Ems, and of the E.:stern Ems. — 
The 5th title relates to the administrative 
organization. — ^The 5th chapter of this 
'■ title, intituled Of Comnierre, is as follows: 
There shall he establishtd (Iliamb^rs of 
Commerce at Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Emb- 
den, and in other cities where that esta- 
blisiunent shall be demanded, and autho- 
rised by us on the report of our. Minister 
of the Interior. Eight Deputies sliall be 
summoned to the Council of Commerce 
in>t)tuted by our decree of the 27th June, 
1810. The masters of the ports of com- 


merce who exercise the functions pointed 
out ih our decrees, under the title of Cap- 
tains of the Port, shall be nominated upon 
the report of our Minister of Marine^ and 
shall be nndc^his orders'. — ^l''he 6th title 
regulates the judicial organization. — The 
6th chapter of the same title relates to the 
tribunals of commerce. — ^Therc shall be* a 
tribunal of commerce in each of the cities 
of Amstcrdnin, Utrecht, Haarlem, the 
Hague. Rotterdam, Dort, Ainheirn, Zwoll, 
I.eewarden, Groningen, and Embden. 
These tribunals shall he composed as fol- 
lows:— That of Amsterdam, of a President, 
eight Judges, and sixteen Assessors; that 
of Rotterdam, of a President, six Judges, 
and four Assessors. In those districts 
where there shall be two or more tribunals 
of commerce, the boundaries of their juiis- 
dictioti shall be specially pointed out by 
us. The salaries of the Registrars of the 
'said tribunals of commerce shall be fixed 
according to the bases and in the propor- 
tions established the laws and statutes 
of the Empire, with the augmentation of 
an additional fifth — By title vii. chap. I. 
tfie debt of Holland is preserved in its in- 
tegrity; but only a third of the interest 
shall he paid as is ordained in the 8lh ar- 
ticle of the decree of the 9th July, 1810. 
A Commission, composed of the Director 
of the Debt and of three Administrators, 
shall be charged with the formation of the 
Great book. Its labours shall be directed 
so as to terminate before the 1st Januaiy, 
1313 — The arrears of the public debt up 
to Juno 30, 1809, shall be charged on the 
funds provided in the budget of IS 10. 
The inlcrost from the 1st of January, 1809, 
to the 22d September, 1 810, shall be paid 
conformably to what is prescribed in the 
decree Cf the 23<1 September lust. The 
interest, counting from the 22d September, 
1810, shall he p.iid on the 22d March, 
1811 ; and so in futui c half yearly, con- 
Ihrmably to the mode practised with re- 
gard to the public debt of France. His 
Majesty reserve^ to himself, when the 
book of the debt of Holland shall be form- 
ed, the ordaining in wliat manner the book 
of the debt of Holland £>hall be blended 
with the great book of the public debt of 
France. — The master of Requests, Direc- 
tor of the central cheat at Amsterdam, 
shall make payment of the interest of the 
debtibr the years lt»ll and 1812. 
fTo Oe continued, ) 
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llie mere personal attachment to the Soverei^, founded upon bis practising those virtues, which 
arc met with in every rank of life, must necessarily be confined to the breast of a feWi^nd, cninpara. 
•' lively speaking, a very few indeed, of his subjects, fn truth, such attachment pt^kes not of the 
“ nature of 1»i/ali>j, Loyalty is a firm and immoveable adherence to the King as Kivg, ^ ^ not as a man t 
** it is shewn in a reveremse for his title and office; in a prompt and cheerful obediencf*^ his commands ; 
** in a devotion of life, if called for, in his service: and it arises, amongst the mass t f iiis subjects, from 
** an habitual, an her^itary persuasion, that the King is the icpository of all that is necessary to the 
" preservation of the npfional character, in which the heart of every man, however humble his condition, 
- telb him Uiat he has a share.” POLITICAL REGISTER. Vol. VI. Page 616, Oct. 127, 1804. 
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SUMMARY OF POUTICS. 

King’s Illness. From Official Re- 

ports of the state of the King, it would 
appear, that there has been, since the 
publication of my last Number, some 
change for the better ; and, if one could 
rely upon what is said in the Morning 
Post and the Courier, there would be rea- 
son to believe, that the amendment pro- 
ceeds at a rate that is likely to lead to a 
restoration of the King \o that state in 
which he was previous to this attack.— 
This being the case, 1 shall now give my 
opinion upon matters, connected with the 
subject, with more freedom than I should 
have done, had there been no hopes of his 
Majesty’s recovery . There is, 1 must con- 
fess, no good reason for this. The risk of 
having, by foolish or malicious men, mean 
motives imputed to .me, ought not, for one 
moment, to have withheld my pen from a 
subject of such vital importance to the 
country ; and, at any rate, it shall restrain 
me no longer.— —-Reader, 1 beg you to 
look at the Motto. It makes part of a 
letter addressed by me to Mr. Pitt, upon 

the causes of National Decline. *Such 

being my opinion of the nature of real 
loyalty, it is impossible for me to behold, 
without regret, and even without' some de- 
gree of anger, the conduct of most of cur 
diurnal writers, whose actions, whatever 
their motives may be, have, in . my opi- 
nion,, a tendency, not only to prepossess 
the ignorant against the r4ghtful Successor 
to the Royal authority, but to subvert the 
very foundations of the throne itself.—— 
From the pens those gentlemen we 
hear of nothing but vioe. All, with them, 
is sorrow. To hear them,' one "tvould. al- 
most imagine, that, not only our political 
and civil rights, but that the national fafety, 
and even our individual existence, de- 
pended upon the restoration to 


health ; than which notion, the reader will 
not, 1 think, want much to convince him, 
nothing can possibly be more unjust in it- 
self, or of a more mischievous tendency. 
—There are, as is observed in my 
motto^ but very>few indeed of the King’s 
subjects, who can possibly feel any personal 
attachment to him. Not one in a thou- 
sand of them have enerseen him even at a 
distance ; and not one in a hundred thou- 
sand of them ever heard the sound of his 
voice. The attachment to him is of the 
sort described in my motto ; an attach* 
mentlo him as King; it mu^t be so; it is 
impossible that, amongst the mass of his 
subjects, it can be of any other sort.— 
His illness, his grievous calamity, nfiust 
affect every person, who has any feeling 
about him. There is that in our nature, 
which bids us feel for one another’s bodily 
sufferings ; and, there is,' in the peculiar 
malady of the King, that which cannot 
fail, ^nd never’does fail, to produce a more 
than ordinary degree of compassion in 
every serious mind. It is the very great-' 
est affliction that can befall human nhture. 
He who can think of it without feeling 
sorrow is less than jnan. N&ture demands 
for it a sigh from every bosom ; and, in 
the present case, the degree of sorrow is 
greatly heightened by the circumstance 
of tha immediate cause of the malady 
having been, as it ^ has been officially 
stated to us, agitation between hope and 
fear for the fato of a child, whose suffer- 
ings had been so great and of isuch long 
^oration. In short, there is no parent, 
there is no man, upon earth, worthy of the 
name of parent or of than, who hears of 
the King’s malady, but must feel sorrow 

for his affliction. But, here 1 bound 

my sorrow. Both reason and real loyalty : 
ajsense of what is due to my sovereign, and 
to myself as an Englishman, forbids me to 
utter any sentiment of prospectiH sorrow^' 
2E - ' 
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forbids me^ in the n^t peremptory man* I 
nef, to utter s^ny expression, which shall | 
conv^Eiy an idea of the malady, or even the 
d^ath of the King^ proceeding from natural 
clauses, being a political evil ; for, if I do 
this> what is it short of insinuating that 
the acce^ion qf the Kin^*s successor would he 

a political evil f »Yet what do we hear 

from most of our diuriiaf writers ? They 
•peak of the calamity as being not so 
much a cause of sorrow on the King’s owm 
personal account, as on acedurrt of his peo- 
ple; they are coiuinually reminding us of 
the loss which the nation would sustain in 
the want of his superintendence of its af- 
fairs ; they represent the people as dreads 
ing the donsequences of his incapacity to re- 
sume his functions ns sovereign; while 
they seem most studiously to avoid sufier- 
iitg any thing to cicape them, that shall 
direct the public attention towards his na- 
tural and lawful successor. And this* they 

appear to regard as a proof of 

Mk. PrauY v\ a?, last spring, prosecuted by 
the Aitobney CiENebal, for having pub- 
lished tile loi'iowing paragraph in the 

Moknino Chronicle. What a crowd 

of hle£:sii!gs rush upon one’s mind that 
might be. bestowed upon the country in 
the cventof n total change qf systm! Otall 
the Monarch^, indeed, since the Revolu- 
tion, the successor qf George the Third will 
la»e ilic final oppoUimuy of being nobly 

* popular^'' ^This was allcdged to be a 

nmliciou^ and seditious libel ; and, it was 
contended, that the meaning of it was, that 
the death of the King was an event for which 
ilfc people ofi^lu to toish, Mr. Perry, the 
giej^t satisfaction of every good man, was 
acquitted,; but, he was acquitted upon the 
ground of his words not having this meaning 
.(See the Judge’s Charge, IJegister, *Vol, 
5^VIl, page 474 ;) he was acquitted upon 
the ground of his not having said what 
fairly meant, that the death of the King, 
that^tbe natural cessation of the King’s 
reign apd^power, was an ^entfor which the 
Pf^ ought to wish, ah event from which 

might expect good. Now, then, if it 

was criminal to express, a sentiment like 
this, and if it was so very criminal as. to 
call, fof the uif'st rigid mode of prQsccation 
in a^es of libel ; what are^we to think of 
those, ^^ho are, every day pf their lives, 

, language, the naiural tendency 

, ’ iSi to make the people believe, 

cassation of the roysl functions in 
*:i|j||pr^sent Majesty would be productive qf 
f if Wr, PxBRv's words, 
tl>^ to llivo lied die meaning 


given to themr amounted to a malidout 
and seditious libel, what does language like 
this amount to ? If it was so highly crinn^ 
nal to express a tvish for the pfeseni 
death ; what is it to say that which may 
be fairly considered as expressing a tmsA 
that his Successor may not reign f And thi^ 
wish is clearly deducible from every one 
of those numerous passages, in which the 
malady of the King has been spo|<en of as 

a national calamity. The truth is, that, 

from, perhaps, no worse a motive than that 
of wishing to be thought more loytd than 
others, the writers, to whom 1 have alluded, 
are striking at the very vitals of the kingly 
cilice, which alway:>, agreeably to our 
constitution of government, ought to be 
considered as suffering no obstruction, di- 
minution, or change ; which can never 
want an occupier, and which has nothing 
I personal in ' its qualities. If the people 
were, from the writings of these persons, 
or, from insinuations of any sort, made 
to believe, that their individual happiness, 
or that the safety of the country against a 
foi'eign enemy, depended upon the health 
or life of the present, ur any other, king, 
must not the reasonings, which would be 
the natural consequence of such belief, 
tend directly to the destruction of the 
kingly government altogether ? Is it possi* 
ble, that, with such a belief in their minds, 
they co.uld chcarfuUy submit to all the 
‘ expences, which are necessary to the sup- 
port of the dignity and splendour of a^ 
king, and whic^ from jthe contrary belief, 
they n^ver do and never have grudged, even 
amidst all the burdens they have had to en* 
dure ? They cbearfully bear these ex- 
pcnces, not from pcs'smal attachment, but 
from a persuasion that the kingly office is 
necessary to the maintenance of the power 
and honour of their country, and of their 
own liberties and properties and happi- 
ness; but, if they once become persuaded, 
that all these are dependent upon personal 
qualities and considerations, away goes,'in 
an instant, that notion, from which they 
now chcarfuUy contribute toward^ the 
support of the throne. ^For these rea- 

sons, which I have, 1 repeat it, been too 
tardy in staling, I mast- decidedry con^ 
demn all that language, in oUr public 
prints, which is destitute of the expression 
of kqK, and which {Seom calculated to 
make nation in case the King 

should hot. be able to resume the functions 
of hiq^high office. Feelings of deep form 
row for the Kingfs situation are not only pro- 
per> but nature herself expects them 
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6v«ry breast, to which she has not denied 
the qualities common to human beings ; 
thoygh, perhaps, in thy esincing of these 
feeNngs, she would gladly dispense with 
a muiiituds qf words. But, accompanying 
these feelings, and a not*fulaoroe expres- 
sion of them, we ought to hear something 
about rch'oncc in the King's Successor, who 
to his undoubted right of succession, adds 
the prime of life, the vigour of his facul- 
ties, together with ample experience. 
•^-v-As to the question of a regency, 
there will, I hopf and trust, no disputes 
arise. The Parliament and the nation 
have quite cares and dangers enough to 
attend to, without the new dangers, 
which such disputes could not fail to 
create. IF it should be found unnecessary ; 
if this fact should be ftdiy proved ; there, 
for the present, at least, rests the matter. 
But, if it should be thought necessary, no 
attempt will, I hope, be made to shackle 
the PkTNCK in the 'exercise of the royal 
functions. He is now at an age when the 
mind has attained its full maturity; he is 
quite quaiihed for the performance of the 
whole of his important duties; and, for 
him to render u> effectual service, he'mnst 
be free to use the kingly prerogatives, 
with no Ollier checks than those imposed 
by the kiws and the const! tut ion 
The dangers, by which theLCoumry is be- 
set, are too manifest to be any longer dis- 
guised, and too great not to inspire even 
the most dioughtless with some degree ot 
apprehensiion. >yheUier we look at our 
situation at home or abroad ; in whatever 
waytve view it, we discover abundant rea- 
sons for being anxious, that our affairs 
should be in the hands of able, expe- 
rienced, upright, and liberal-minded men. 
Extensive information, ability in the 
planning and conducting of measures, 
frankness and sincerity in every word and 
action, perfect honesty towards the people, 
a cordial and constitutional attachment 
to the throne, and, above nil, a spirit of 
conciliation ; these, may save us, butwith^ 
out these we cannot be saved ; and to en- 
sure such a co-operation seems to me in- 
compatible with a shackled regency, a 
brohen or iipparfcct authority, which, 1 
think, no one can doubt, must be produc- 
tive of new divisiou. 1 , of discontents, of 
beart^burtiings, and, of course, both of 
weakness and Oppression, from the dcstrud- 
tiye effects of whithi surroundedTas we arc 
by , almost every species of danger,, nothing 
abort of a miracle could save us, even for 
a year. Xba esnsteiiGe of such a siafe of 


things would be^new ‘eacourtgemerit tp 
enemy ; it woi\d enhanc, aU*h« 
demands; it would givo new life to his 
attempts against us ; it would plunge us 
into despair, and ddhm us to ineviiable 
ruin. »— Having thus fully expressed my 
opinion upon these higher matters, i shall 
now proceed to notice, what is stated, in 
the public prints, to have, passed at Wino- 
soR, since the publication of ray last Num- 
ber ; and also to notice certain passages 
in the public prints relating thereunto. 
These things all belong to the history of 
the country. They appear of little com- 
parative importance at the present mo- 
ment ; but, they must be of great iiirporU 
ance hereafter ; and even at the present 
time, it is of advantage for u.9 to have, 
under our eye, a fair view of all that is 

passin^T. The reader has seen, that, at 

first^ ihere were three medical men, attend- 
ing the King. To those three, another. 
Dr. Reynolds, was added, some duys ago; 
and, now, it appears, that a fifth was added, 
who has brought two assistants with him. 
Of the inU'uduciion of this last person, the 
Ministerial prints of to-day, gives the fol- 

hiwing account. ** Little or no altcra- 

'' tion in the state of his Majesty's health 
'' has taken place since our last Reports. 

Dr. Willis, a Gentleman of acknowledg- 
** ed great skill, whose father so success- 
fully attended the King in his former 
** severe illness, has been added to the 
'' number of attendini; Physioians on the 
present occasion. He was sent for ex- 
press on Wednesday morning, and in a 
" Jpw hours arrived at Windsor from Lon- 
don He immediately consulted with 
the other Doctors, and, after seeing the 
** King, set out in a chaise and four, for 
London, and returned to Windsor in the 
« evening. Ab^^ut Pwehe o* clock at night, 
« TWO GENTLEMEN arrived at Wind- 
sor in a post-chaise and four from Lon- 
don. Their arrival had for some -time 
previously^ been expected with great 
** anxiety by Dr. Willis, and he irtimedi- 
ately conducted them to the Castle." 
-— — These circumstances were not, afte^ 
the declarations of the Ministers them- 
selves, wanted to produce a general con* 
viction, that the King was afflicted with a 
return of his f^irmer most melancholy dis- 
order ; but, if any thing had b^en want* 
ing to produce this conviction, the above 
intelligence would have been more than 

sufficient for the purpose. Having, by 

some means, got an early knowledge of 
the calling in of Dr. Willis and hieoitiK* 
a E2 - / 
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The Klng-was then 4R years of age, he is 
now above 70 ; he had then other facul- 
ties in their full vigour, which have now 
failed hiin; the naiien was ihcnat peace 
with aU the world, and its internal affairs and 
resources were in a state of uiicxanipled 
prosperity. VVJiat wc*re the opinions of 
Hie Royal tlighness thePutNce or Wales, 
of the discretionary power that the 
then Parliament assumed, and of the re- 
strictions proposed to be imposed on his 
exercise of tile RoyalAuthority .will behest 
seen in his own truly dignified Answer to 
the, propositions, whieh Answer will be 
found at the end of this Summary, copied 
from the Morning Chronicle of the 8th in- 
stant, to which print the public thanks 
are due lor the republication at this time. 
We have nothing to do but to read this 
Anso'cr to be convinced of the justice' and 
the wisdom, by which it was dictd!ted 
The spirit of the constitution breathes 
through every sentence of it. Jt is, per- 
haps, the best eulogium that ever was ut- 
tered on the kingly part 4)f oiir govern- 
ment. We have, too, only to read this 
paper to be convinced, that the principles 
tt contains ought now to be acted upon in 
their full extent ; and that to attempt to 
impose any shackles or limitations upon 
His Royal Highness, would not only be 
contrary lo the principles of our govern- 
ment and laws, but, taking into view the 
critical situation of the country, would be 
dangerous in the extreme, as well to the 
throne itself as to the liberty and safety 

of tlie nation. It is not yet cert|iti, 

that a Regency will be, at this time, 
thought nece.ssary ; but, I do not like to 
hear men reierring to Hk* 
they call it, of iVss ; because, then, the' 
Boyal Authority was not, in fact, proposed 
to be lodged in the hands of the Heir to 
the Ihvonc. lie was lo have a sort of 
partners, or associates, nj power, which 
never, in my opinion, ought to have been 
thoaghf of. and which,! am persuaded, 
could not' have failed coproduce intrigues, 
cabals, divisTons, discordance, and ditcoii- 
tetits v/iihont end. Conlial co-operation 
would have betm impossible : it would 
have been a constant stiugglu of power 
against power ; and, between the two, the 
people would have shared the f ite of the 
rrogs in the contest of the Bolls. If such 
wijuld have been the ccnh«-i]uencc thetif 
W'hat would be the consequence of such 
an arranjgemeiU nowf If, to all our other 
dangers and calami tiea, this, greater than 
all the rest, werir to be added/what chance 


would remain for our escape * frbm that 
ruin, which has , been so long hanging 
over our heads — '1 he venal prints have 

been in the habit of asserting, that there* 
is a part of the people of this country, 
who wish for the destruction of the go^ 
vemmenl and the estabUshmenis of Ene-# 
land.” This is a very fine fact to hold 
forth to the world. It* is a fine fact to 
hold forth to the people themselves. Jt 
is likely to concifiaie those, who have, as 
they think, cause for complaint. It is, in- 
deed, a base calumny, proceeding front 
the worst of motives, namely, thatol wi.sh- 
ing to thrive by means of divisions and 
mutual distrust and haired among.st the 
peo}ile. But, if the assertion were true ; 
if there were men, whose wish was to see 
the destriiclion of the government and the 
establishments of the country, certain I 
am, that the desire, the longing of their 
hearts must be, to see a Regent invested 
with a shackled authority, and wielding- a 
broken sceptre. 

Irish Catholics. On the 2nd in- 

stant-a Meeting of the Catholics of Ireland 
was held in Dublin upon the subject of 
.their petition to Parliament, the objects of 
which petition are well known to my 
readers. A Resolution was ^t this Meet- 
ing, moved by Mr. O'Cokmah, That 
** the General Committee be requested to 
prepare Petitions to Paili ament, on our 
" behalf, for the purpose of being pre- 
sented early in the next session, and 
that they be continued in the manage- 

nient of the Catholic Aflairs.” This 

motion, upon the ground of its being an 
insult Id the Catholics, was opposed by 
several geiitlemeii ; but, after a speech of 
great eloquence, from iMr. Finnerty, who 
it appears, was called upon to give his opi- 
nion upon the feelings pi the people ofEng- 
land upon this point, and who thcreupjti 
entered into a discussion of ihewholeof the 
subject ; after this speech, by which the 
opponents of the resolution acknowledged 
themselves convinced, the opposition wsM 
withdrawn, and the motion passed unani- 

moudy This petition will now cOme, 

then ; and, 1 hope, that it will benttetilded 
with success ; for, though I By no means 
think, that^hat was contemplated by tlie 
fate ministry, nor even what will be asked 
^>r in this petition, would have the efiect 
of completely giving content to Ireland; 
I at the same time, should apptove 
of doing this, because it would be doing 
ht the my of Mea^ 
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•ures of a dKI&rent complexion bave beeb. the Amerlpan Independence was achieved, 
tried/or many, years/ If such measures I should suppose, that four fifths of aJJ Abe 
could have effected the purpose of trail- increase that America now receives to her 
quillizing Ireland, Ireland would have populatiotn from Europe goes from Ireland' 

been tranquil Haed long ago* rit is no and, amongst the emi^ants, are not a itw 

new source of discontent that now agitates of those men qf talents, of whose exrriions 
Ireland ; it is not any temporary ohslruc- there we are now feeling the amoi/inn ef- 
tion to commence, nor any cause whatever fects: The fact is, and it is a fact which 
of a tetnporary nature; 'the cause is of oiisbt to be known, that it is not so much a 


long-standing ; its^ roots lie deep, and 
its branches are widely extended. Were 
there any proof of this wantQjd, ^rere not 
the fact universally acknowledged, what 
need we of any propf more complete 
than thatr afforded in the constant and 
multitudinous emigration from Ireland 
to the American States ? This is a j 
sign, which has no deception in it. 
It is a sign which carries conviction 
along with it. No one voluntarily leaves | 
the spot where he is happy, or even com- 
fortable ; nay, where he does not feel that 
he is not so well off as he might be else- 
where, and as he ought to be where he is. 
And, when we see the people of Ireland 
crowding to every departing ship ; leav- 
ing their native land and encountering ail 
the inconveniences and dangers of a thou- 
sand leagues at sea ; and, for the want of 
pecuniary means, selling their, freedom for 
years, voluntarily becoming bondmen and 
bondwomen, ki payment of their ship- 
room and their hard fare during the voy- 
age : when we see this, how can we doubt, 
that some great alteration is necessary in 
Ireland ? It was reljgious intolerance, that 
first peopled the American States ; and, 
is it not to the shame of Europe, that their 
population is still augmented from the same 
cause ?— — But, the lot of Ireland is pecu- 
liarly hard. There have been, for years 
past, grants of money made, by Parlia- 
ment, for the making of roads, canals, and 
bridges in the Highlands of Scotland, and 
the avowed object, or, at least, one of the 
avowed objects, stated in the reports upon 
which the grants are made, is, that tliese 
works, by giving employment to the peo- 
ple of Scotland, will prevent them from emU 
grating to Amenica. And, while this is going 
on, year after year, why is not something 
done to prevent the emigration of the Irish, 
who, be it observed, do not want grarus of 
money T Why, within these 35 years, there 
hiis, I verily believe, in America, been 
brought into tillage, by Irish bones and 
sinews, land equal in extent to thb whole 
of the caltivatcd laud of all Scotland, high- 
lands and iow-lands together. It was by 
Irisb valonir and hardihood, chie^yi jdtat 


French party in America, as it is an Irish 
party, that is our enemy (here. This 
party espouses the cause of France against 
that of England ; and having in tlndr Aoaek 
no small part of the pre&s, of which they 
are now at liberty to make free use, they 
are powerful beyond what even the Ame- 
ricans themseWes would be willing to al- 
low; but of which power Mr. Jackson^ if 
he be an attentive and accurate observer, 
cannot be ignorant.— —Now, why is all 
this ? Why should this be ? Why should 
all tlTis inestimable value in population 
and in talent be alienated from us ? The 
Irish people are brave, generous^ hospita- 
ble, laborious, and full of genius. They 
arc kind and frank in the extreme, and 
bave been found faithful to all those who 
have confided in them. There is not a 
country in Eufope unmoistened by theif 
blood ; and to none of their enriployeri 
have they ever proved traitors. What, 
then, should shut them out from our con- 
fidence ? What should prevent their hav- 
ing commands in our army and navy, and 
in being, in short, admitted to every office 
aqfl every honour to which any of us can 
be admitted ? What, at any rate, is there 
to i^event them from being admitted to 
the same footing as foryngn officers ; aiu) 
especially as foreign officers of the same! 
religion with themselves ?— rit 19 , I be* 
lieve, very well known to every naan, wh<i 
will hear what.l qpi now saying, thaf, if 
^pain and Portugal should fall under the 
I dominatioh ’ of France-, Ireland will be 
I much more exposed to an attack, from that 
• quarter, than &igland. Is it not, then, of 
the greatest impt)rtance to have-kckind 
sound at heart ; to have the people of Ire* 
land united for the repelling of such an' 
attack ? Is it not of the greatest importance, 
that we should be able to say, that Ireland 

is s({fef It has been declared in the 

House of C'ommons, tfiat there is a French 
party in Ireland. Ought not every IhingJ 
possible to be done to get rid of that party I 
It has been very lately asserted, in tho 
ministerial news^papCr, the Morning Posh , 
that m army it necessary to keep^dowh 
thia party in Ireland. Ought not^ then; 
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every possible means to be made use of to Bishop of Derry, with tbftt murt^oenQS 
place things in such a state, as that this " and libtrality which have aluiays ckarae^ 
army may be diqmsed with T This assertion terised hu Lordihip, has been pleased to 
was made in the ^orning Post of the 1 3th ** contribute the sum of 50/. to enable 
of August last, in a most elaborate essay them to complete this necessary but cx- 

tipon the subject of our military means pensive undertaking.^' Now, reader, 

and the employment of tho5e means. But, you will observe, that this is a Protestant 
why should Ireland stand in need ef an Bishop, who has a very rich See in Irc- 
armyf Why should an army be ncces- land; and here, ifiAw fee /rtte (f^r which I 
sary to counteract the French factions do not pretend to vouch) we see, i^rst, that 
and conspiracies in that country ? There the Roman Catholic religion is not upon 
is nothing in the geographical situation of the decline, in this part of Ireland, at any 
Ireland that can attach her to France, rate; and, second, that one bf the Church 
There is nothing in the language, the trade, of England Bishops docs not think it in- 
the taste, the manners, or in any thing consistent with his office to aid in the pro- 
else, that naturally inclines the people of viding of conveniences for the exercise of 
Ireland to love France. Jn short, France tlie • Roman Catholic religion. — — Upon 
can give them nothing, which we cannot whatgiound, then, I should be glad to 
give them at an infinitely cheaper rate ; know, are the Irish Catholics, or any Ca- 
and, indeed, without any cost at all. But, tholics, excluded from commands in the 
if what they want were to cost us millions, army and navy ? Upon what ground are 
would it not be better to expend our they debarred from any office or, post 
money in this waj*- than to expend it upon or honour under the crown ? And, I, for 
an army for the purpose of keeping down my part, would go still further, and ask, 
the French party in Ireland ?- ™ We are upon what ground it is, that their Clergy 
now about to enter upon a new session of should not be provided for in the same 
parliament, and why should not conct/sa- way, be that way what itmay, as the Pro- 
Zion be immediately tried ? There would testant Clergy, in that country, where the 
be no necessity to do all alt once ; proper Catholics form three fourths, if not four 
time might, and ought to be, taken ; no fifths of the people I approve of this 
good could be done by haste ; and, if the act of the Bishop of Derry ; but, from 
people of Ireland saw reason to hope, if thkt approbation 1 cannot exclude the 
the evidence of facts encouraged them to idea of the act containing a proofof the 
hope, they would be patient. But, dur- Bishop's conviction, that there is no himn, 
ing this very session sometAing will, 1 hope, of any sort, in the Homan Catholic reli- 
be done for them. They are in a st^te gion; because, unless this be bis convic- 
of irritation, and it is perfectly useless to tion, he has been giving his aid, and that, 
call their leaders by the names of Jecohin too, in a most marked manner, to that 
and demagogue; for, even if this were which he regards as having harm in it. 
true, which it is not, the fact would only And, if there be no harm, of any sort, in 
be another, and a very strong reason, for the Roman Catholic religion, why, again 
doing something to gain their good will I ask, are the Roman Catholics, or their 
and confidence, and, llwreby, take them Clergy, to be excluded from any thing, 
out of such dangerous hands. The ene- which we or our Clergy enjoy?--* — I 
mies of England, in Ireland, derive their leave these questions to be answered by 
strength, not from the love of the Irish Dr. Duigenan, or any of the Addressers 
for them. Their strength is founded of 17P7, who, at this time, may find leisure 
wholly in the discontents of the people ; and spirits, sufheient for the performance 
and, therefore, if you wish to have no of the task. 

•nemic^in Ireland, your way, and your 

only Way, is to remove effectually the Sir Richard Phillips. The head, or 

ground of those discontents ; and this, I title, under wliich I am now writing, may 
conli^atfy hope and expect, will now be seem, to forbid the introduction of the pri- 
donei^^-^^Upon this occasion I cannot vote affairs of any one ; but, there are 
help hiiticmg the following paragraph, cases, which call for an exception to this 
which,, t beReve, has appeared in all the . rule ; and, I am satisfied, the reader will 
London news-jlapers;— The Roman Ca- allow, that this is one of them.— It is a 
*sMo/ic inhalntafits of the City and Liber- fact generally >nown, that Sir Richard 
***• ties of Londonderry having found it ex- Phillips has lately made or|e of the nu-^ 
pedient to entorge thdr chapel, the Lord merous Bankrupts wbose names have ap«. 
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peared in the Gazette* This circumstance' 
has> it seemsr> led to some publication 
against him, in a Sunday news-paper, 
which he does not name. In consequence 
of this publication he has inserted a^tter 
in the Morning Post news- paper, from 
which I ^ copy it, as follows : — Mr. 
« Editor.— With reference t(^a paragraph 
** regarding me in a Sunday Paper, 1* feel 
** it iny duty to state, that I shall afford 
the Author an oppiirtunity of justifying 
his assertions by an immediate appeal to 

** the laws of my country. In the 

“ mean time, I shall, perhaps, be war- 
** ranted in stating, that the paragraph al- 
** luded to is false in point of fact ; and 
although it is very p liriful to me to be 
tbua forced to play the egotist,! venture 
" to assert, without the hazard of refuta- 
“ tion, that univers ally, with regard to me, 
“ the words ** kfiitimatc creditor/* and 
zealous friend/* are synonymous ; and 
that, although a Commission was an at- 
** ternative rendered necessary and desira- 
ble by a combination of untoward cir- 
** cumstances, susceptible of satisfactory 
** and easy t'xplanation ; yet my estate; is 
** equal to the payment of forty-five shit- 
lings in the pound, or, in other words, I 
cannot well fail to enjoy a net surplus of 
seventy or eighty thousand pounds, after 
every claim on my estate has been satis- 

fieri.”— R. Phillips. 0, Bridge-street, 

** Nov. b /* — Respecting the publication, of 
which Mr. Phillips complains, 1 shall 
say nothing, as 1 hAve not seen it ; but, 
with regard to his pecuniary circumstances, 
from what 1 have (not from himself) heard, 
and heard w^ith sincere pleasure, I believe 
what he says to be perfectly true, provided 
that his affairs are managed in the best 
manner. The truth is, that it is over-en- 
terprize, to which booksellers, more, per- 
haps, than any other description of trades- 
men, are exposed, which has produced 
Mr. Phillips's present euibarrassinents ; 
and he, wh6 is, and always has been, more 
enterprizing thuii any other man, even of 
his own trade, was exposed to these con- 
sequences in a peculiar degree. But, for 
my own part, 1 have not the 8maUe.st 
doubt of his riding out the storm, and of 
coming at last into port as successful as th^ 
h^st of his rivals. He is a man of ever- 

lasting industry ; of undaunted spirit; and 
of talents superior to those of many persons 
who scruple not to set up great proten- 
siotis. It is not a commission of bank- 
ruptcy that can subdw a man like this. It 
may put bim back ibr a while ; it may 


rob him of a yea* of his life ; it may.ex- 
pose him to the slights of summer friends: 
but, were it to leave him without a shirt 
to his back, it would not subdue him * he 
would still rise again, and, perhaps’ bet- 
tered by his experience. 1 blioned him 

tor his having, or acting as if he hud. a 
hand in the prosecution for libel against 
the author of a critique on Sir Jihii C'uir's 
book; and, I also blamed h'isS . vanny in 
accepting of a Kiiighrhood. But, 1 did 
not then forget, and f never can forget, nor 
ought the public to forget, and no real 
lover of English liberty ever will forget, 
his indefatiguble exertions, while Sheriff 
of liondon, in tho cause of humanity and 
of justice; and it would be peculiarly un- 
just and cruel, if ho, who held out a 
helping hand to so many unfortunate 
and oppressed Debtors, and who la- 
bourec^ so zealously and successfully in 
their cause, should himself, under the 
present circumstances, become the ob- 
ject, not only of slight, but of unme- 
rited reproach. His ** Letter to the 

" Livery of London, on the Execution 

OF THE OFFICE OF SHERIFF,” is a WOrk 

which alone including his merits in the 
acts of which it treats, entitles him 
to the gratitude of the whole kingdom, 
and it will, perhaps, lead to the adoption 
of measures, which may be regarded as 
amongst the most beneficial of this age. 
Sir Samuel Rom illy, surpassed by few 
men either in integrity, judgment or be- 
nevolence, referred to this work, in his 
speech of 9th of March last, and ppinted 
it oiA as worthy the attention of the 
House of Commons. This work, in which 
the writer's exertions respecting Special 
Juries are recorded, will, in all likelihood, 
never be forgiven by those who have an 
abhorrence of the Very name of English 
freedom; but, by all those who still re- 
tain the principles, for which so many of 
their ancestors wrote and fought, this 
work will be read with approbation and 
delight, and, with such persons it will not 
fail to insure gratitude towards its author. 

Sir Richard Phillips (I wish with 

all my soul 1 could rub of! this SirJ has 
depended upon himself for his gains. He 
has dependcd.upon his ou;n exertions, upon 
his labour, of which he, perhaps, has per- 
formed as much as any man of his day. 
He has shared in the profits of no mo- 
nopoly ; he has not drawn upon the pub- 
lic treasure; his wealth and bis conae- 
quence aVose solely out of his own 
and the faculties of his own mind. Barely^ 
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tbcp, Im if a cw, which calls for the re* 
gretof every just man. He does not fly 
to the bottle or to a pistol or a knife or a 
cord for relief fropi his embarrassments; 
bat meets them like a maii^ resolved to 
overcome them, aiid> in spite of all ob- 
stacles^ to ensure competence and respect 
for. a numerous family; and which has 
excited in me great admiration, he proves, 
bj the manner, in which he continues to 
conduct his widely-circulated and un- 
rivalkd publication of the kind. The 
Month, LY Magazine, that all the ac- 
cumulated and complicated troubles of 
his situation have not been Itble to en- 
feeble (or to check the powers of his mind, 
—-—I have noi seen Sir Richard Phillips 
for years past ; and it has not fallen in my 
w»y to have any communication with 
hi. a. But, 1 did know him, and all that I 
ever knew of him was good. Though 
our degree of intimacy Was not great, and 
no opportunity was ever offered him of 
provinir his friendship to me; I have 
known enough of his conduct towards 
otheia to be able to say, that he was a 
most ** aerihus friend** He has been a 
liberal rewarder of literary talent ; he has 
done more than any man that i know of 
in the fostering of such talent ; and, which 
is but too pec uliar to himself, he has al- 
ways treated literary men, however low 
their degree, with kindness and with re- 
spect —To endeavour to pull down such 
a man; to degrade and vilify and put in 
the very dirt such a man, is natural enough 
in all those who hate- public liberty, and 
who hate talent and the press for libbrty’s 
sake; but, to counteract such endeavours 
is certainly not less natural, and is, indeed, 
a bounden duty, in all those, who wish to 
see talent, truth, and libiTly triumph over 
stupidity, faUhood, anti oppression. 

WM. COBBETT. 
iSfa/c Prison, Newgate, Priday, 

Navfmbcr 9, 


THE PRINCE OF WALES'S ANSWER 

3b 'Ifit /Vt^05t«bn qf a Limited Regeruy, as 
/ tubkitted to him by Mr. Pitt on the 30th 
Daiembcr, 178S. ' 

nr 

It ytHW be recollected that Mr. Pitt pro- 
bjt the st^thority of Parliament, to 
imposa. i*eatraint8 and limitations to the 
jpower of the Regent ; and he submitted 
a skeich-Qf ihemcasore to his Royal High- 
ness the Frincd of* Wales, for his coBsioer* 
atioia ; The jMdUfoilft 


1. That the care of his Majesty's royal 
person, the management of the household, 
find the direction and appointment of the 
oiheers therein, should be in the Queen, 
with a council. 

2. That the Regent should not grant the 
real or personal properly of the King-— or 
any olTice in reversion, or any pension 
or place whatever, except for his Majesty/s 
pleasure. 

3. That be should not grant peerages. 

And afterwards it was proposed to put 

the King's privy purse, of 60,000/. a year, 
into the Queen's hands. — The dignified 
answer of the Prince, of Wales to this pro- 
position, will shew the people of England 
the just t^nd constitutional knowledge of the 
Regal functions which the Prince possess- 
ed at that early period of his life, and 
w'hich, with the further experience that 
be has had, must give them confidence in 
the upright administration of the Kingly 
office in his hands. 

'' The Prince of Wales learns from Mr. 
Pitt, that the proceedings in Parliament 
are now in a train which enables Mr. Pitt, 
according to the intimation in his former 
letter, to communicate to the Prince, the 
outlines of the plan which his Majesty's 
confidential servants conceive proper to be 
proposed in the present circumstances.— 
Concerning the steps already taken by 
Mr. Pitt, the Prince is silent— nothing 
done by the two Houses of Parliament can 
be a proper subject of his animadversion ; 
but when previously to any discussion in 
Parliament, the outlines of a scheme of 
government are sent for his con.sideration, 
in which it is proposed that he shall be 
personally and principally concerned, and 
by which the Royal Authority, and the 
public welfare, may be deeply affected, 
the Prince would be unjustifiable were be 
to with- hold an explicit declaration of his 
sentiments. This silence might be con- 
strued into a previous approbation of a 
plan, the accomplishment of whicii every 
motive of duty to hi.s Father and Sovereign 
as well as of regard for the public interest, 
obliges him to consider as injurious to 
both. In the state of deep distress, in 
which the Prince, and the whole Royal 
Family were involved, by the heavy ca^ 
lamity which has fallen upon the Kiii^ 
and at a moment when Government, de? 
prived. of its chief energy .ami support, 
seemed peculiarly to^need the cordial and 
united aid of all descriptions of good spb<* 
J^cts, it was not expected, by the ^ Prince, 
tbaltaflanshcmld l^nffcred fohin consir 
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deration, by which Govertifticni was to be 
rendered difficult, if not impracticable, in 
the hands of any person, intended to re- 
present the King’s Authority much less 
the hands of his eldest son, the Heir Ap- 
parent of his kingdoms, and the person 
most bound to the maintenance of his 
Majesty^s just ]r>rerogatives and authority, 
as well as most interested in the happiness, 
the prosperity, and the glory of the peo- 
ple !-— The Prince forbears to remark on 
the several parts of the sketch of the plan 
laid before him ; he apprehends, it must 
have been formed with sufficient delibera- 
tion to preclude the probability of any ar- 
gument ol his producing .an alteration of 
sentiments in the projectors of it. But 
he trusts with confidence to the wis- 
dom and ju4ice of Parliament, when the 
whole of tht* subject, and the circumstances 
Connected with it, shall come under their 
deliberation.— He observes, therefore, only 
generally, on the heads communicated by 
Mr. Pitt, and it is with deep regret the 
Prince makes the observation, that he sees, 
in the contents of that paper, a project 
fur producing weakness, disorder, and in- 
security in every branch of the adminis- 
tration of aiiairs. A project for dividing 
the Royal Family from each odter; fur 
sepal ating the Court from the State, and 
thereby disjoining Government from its na- 
tural and accustomed support. A i^chenie 
disconnecting tl)e authority to command 
service from the po^er of animating it by 
reward ; and for allotting to the Prince 
alt the insidious duties of Government, with- 
out the means of softening them to thePub,- 
lic, by any one act of grace, favour or be- 
nignity.— The Prince’s feelings on con- 
templating this plan, are also rcnderecistill 
more painful lu him, by observing that it is 
not founded on any general principle, but is 
calculated to in fuse jealousies and distrust 
(wholly groundless he trusts), in that 
qqarter, whose confidence it will ever be 
the first pride of his life to merit and ob- 
tain. With regard to the niuiive and ob- 
ject of the Limitatiuit!} and Restrictions prb- 
posed, the Prince can have but little'to ob- 
serve. No light or information is afi[i>rded 
him by his Majesty’s Ministers otf these 
points. They have informed him what 
the powers are, which they mean to rrfuse 
him, not they are "witA-AeM.— The 
Prince however holding, as he doeSf (hat 
it 4s ah undoubted and fundamental prin- 
ciple of the Con^tdtfon, that the poivers 
and prerogstiveoof the Crowtt aiie vested 
theFe, as for the behefit of the pdo* 


pie, and ihat they are sacred only as tttay 
are necessary to the preservation of that 
power and balance of the Consiitutiolii 
which experienw has paoved to be the 
true security of the liberty of the subject, 
must be allowed to observe, that the plea 
of public utility ought to be strong, ma« 
nifese, and urgent, which calls for the ex- 
tinction or suspension of any one ol those 
'essential rights in the Supreme Power of 
its Representative ; or which can justify 
the Prince in consenting, that in,his person; 
an experiment shall be made to ascertain 
with how small a portion of the kingly- 
power, the executive government of mis 
country may he carried on.— The Prince 
has only to add, that if security for his 
Majesty’s re- possessing his rightful go-, 
veriiment, whenever it shall please Pro* 
vidence, in bounty to this country, to re- 
move the calamity with which he is afflict- 
ed, be any part of the object of this plan ; 
the Prince has only to be convinced, that 
any mi^asure is necessary, or even con- 
ducive to that end, to be the first to urge 
it as the preliminary and permanent con- 
sideration of any settlement in which he 
could cuiisoiir to share. — If attention to 
what is presumed must be his Majesty^a 
feelings and wi>.hes on the happy day of 
his recovery be the object, the Prince ex- 
presses his firm conv.ction, that no event 
would be more repugnant to the feelings 
of his Royal F-ather, than the knowledge 
that the government of his Son and Kepre- 
.5ent!ftive had exhibited the . sovereign 
poWiT of the realm in a state of degrada- 
tion, offcurtailed authority, and diminished 
energy ; a Stare hurtful in practice to the 
prosperity and good govi't nment 'of his 
people, and injurious in its precedent to 
the society of the Monar^ h imd rights of 
his ftimily.— Upon i*hat part of the plan 
which regards the King’s real and per- 
sonal pioperiy, the Prince feels himself 
compelled to remark, that it was not ne^ 
cessary f<»r Mr. Pitt, nor yet proper, to 
suggest to the Prince the restraint he pro«» 
posed against the Prince's granting away 
the King’s real or personal property.-^ 
The Prince d«>es not conceive, that, during 
the King’s life, he is by Isav; entitled to 
make any such grant ; and ho is sure that 
he has never shown the smallest inclina* 
tion to possesV any such power. But it re- 
mains with Mr. Pitt to consider the evetf* 
tual interests of the Ro^al Family, and fo 
provide a proper Und natural security 
against the mismanagement of theta m 
odmri.— .Thh Ptihet has dischlurj^ dh 
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indispensable duty in thus giving his free 
opinion on the plan submitted to his con- 
sideration.— *This conviction of the evils 
which may arise to the King's interests, 
to the peace and happiness of the Koyal 
Family, and to the safety and welfare of 
the nation, from the Government of the 
country remaining longer in its present 
maimed and debilitated state, outweighs, 
in the Prince's mind, every other conai- 
df iatii’ii, and will determine hin^to under- 
take the painful Iriisl imposed npoa him 
by ihe picfcnt melancholy necessity, 
(vvhicli, of all the King's subjects, he de- 
j)lorcs the most) in full contidence, that 
the alVectionand loyalty to the King, the 
experienced attachment tq the House of 
Brunswick, and the generosity which has 
always distinguished this nation, will 
carry him through the many dillfi< uliici, 
inseparable from this most critionl silna-i 
lion, with comfort to himself, with honour 
to the King, and with advantage to the 
public. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

IIoiLAND — General Ordinance for ihc Or^ 
gantzudon of the Departments of Holland, 
— f Concluded from p, 864.^ 

For this purpose a sum of 2.5 millions, des- 
tined for the payment of the interest of the 
public debt of Holland, shall be set apart 
from the produce of the taxes in Holland, 
and in preference to every other servFoe.— 
Civil and ecclesiastical pensions shall be 
paid in the same manner as thos^ of the 
Empire. They shall be preferably li- 
quidated by the Commission for the pub- 
lic Debt, which shall send statements of 
the same to the Intendani-General of 
Finance, in order to 'be transmitted to the 
Minister of Finance, and submitted to the 
approbation of his Majesty, before the 1st 
of Jan. 1811.-— The taxes at present esta- 
blished in the Dutch territory shall con- 
tinue to be raised for ihc whole year 18 JO, 
together with the arrears of former years, 
conformably to the laws which regulate 
the same. — In consequence, the liquida- 
tion of the land-tax since the year ] 806 
shall 'be successively proceeded in till 
the payments are entirely finished. The 
produce of this liquidation is set apart for 
the pa 3 ’’inent of expenses in arrear for 
ItHO, and preceding years, in respect of 
the part of that produce which belongs to 
the above yeur^ and conformably to what 
is laid down in the decree of the 23d Sept. 


— Chap. V. — Qf Taxes suppressed, aUtd cf 
those that are continued , — From the I si of 
January, i8ll, the following taxes shall 
be suppressed, namely, 1st, The tax upon 
nioveables ; 2d, That upon soap ; 8d, 
That upon meat ; 4th, That of stamps 
upon articles of commerce and luxury. 
— The following taxes shall he continued 
from the same period Sect. 1. — Direct 

Taxes, — -Ist. The land tax, as established 
by the law of the 20th Januar^^ 1807. — 
2d. The personal tax, reduced to one half 
of the rate fixed by the law of the 1 1th 
April, 1807. — 5d. The taxes upon domes- 
tics, horses, horned cattle, and hearths, 
conformably to the laws of the 1 Ith March 
and Olh May, 180(>; the Qth January, 
1807, and 22d April, Sect. II.— - 

Indirect Taxes . — 1st. The tax on succes- 
sions, on ilie footing laid down in the laws 
of the 4lh October, and 29th December, 
1806, excepting the augmentations laid 
upon rents and effects at the expense of 
France and the countries thereto united, 
which shall cease to ailect inheritances 
arising from ileaUis since the 31st Dec. 
J 8 10.— 2d, The stamp duties on deeds and 
patents, conformably to the laws of the 
2Sih November and 2d December, 1805. 
A revision of the Taritf and Nomenclature 
of the deeds and instruments subject to 
these duties shall be proceeded in, for the 
purpose of regulating them according to 
the judicial forms which shall he intro- 
duced into Holland, in consequence of its 
union with the Empire. — 3d. The duties 
on cards, conformably to the existing laws. 
— Consolidated Taxes to he continued,— 
The tax upon grinding corn {mouture), to 
be reduced, however, from 108 to 72 flo- 
rins only per last of corn or wheat. The 
price of bread, composed in whole or in 
part of flour, shall be reduced in the same 
proportion, to commence from the 1st Jan. 
18 U. — 2d. The tax on turf. — 3d. Upon 
salt in the proportion of two decimes per 
kilogramme.— 4lh. Upon strong waters, 
brandy, geneva, and all others of foreign 
or home manufacture, at the rate of 24 
florins the barrel.— This dut 5 r is divided 
into two parts, that on distillation and that 
on consumption; the former shall be the 
same as that paid in the interior of the 
Empire.— 5th. The tax upon coals, and 
upon gold and silver ware,— 6th. The 
duty. on tonnage, and internal navigation. 
— 7 th. The duty on wines, conformably 
to the existing laws.— 8th. The stamp 
duty on discharges of different imposts. — 
These diflerent taxes shall be classed under 
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the denomination of the Consolidated Du- 
ties.— -III. O/the The service of the 

Posts shall be organized in the new depart- 
ments, conformably to the French laws.— 

IV. Cjf //^e Lottery.'-^The ci*dcvant Dutch 
Lottery is provisionally kept up. The plans 
of each Lottery shall be sent to our Minister 
of Finance, in order to be approved by us. — 

V. Of the Customs, — Sect. I. On Lnporta- 
tionand Exportation, — From the 1st Ja- 
nuary, 181 1, the laws, decrees, and regu- 
lations of the Empire, with regard to im- 
ports and exports, shall be carried into 
eftect in the new Departments, with the 
exceptions to be afterwards mentioned.— 
Sect. 11. Of the establishment and organi- 
zation of the OJficei's of Cusroww.— The Offi- 
cers of Customs in Holland shall be 
charged with the service relative to im- 
portations from abroad, and exports to 
foreign countries, as well as with the im- 
ports and exports of Holland to the de- 
partments of the interior, and from the 
latter to Holland — in respect to all com- 
modities subjected to the duties on in- 
ternal consumption in Holland, the for- 
malities in force for the purpose of securing, 
the levying of the duties, from the time 
of their being cleared from the Customs, 
ill order to become articles of commerce, 

" shall continue to be observed.— The Cus- 
toms of Iiollan<l shall be divided into 
four sub-divisions, of which the chief 
places shall be Amsterdam, Rotterdam, 
Dockum, and Embderi. — The division of 
Rotterdam shall comprehend Dort, the 
islands separated by the Volkerak from 
those lately united to the district of Ant- 
werp, and the coast of the North Sea, as 
far as Haarlem, inclusively. — ^That of 
Amsterdam shall comprehend the coast of 
the North Sea, from Haarlem to the Zuy- 
derzee, the islands of the Texcl, Vlieland, 
and the coa.sts of the Zuyderzee as far as 
Elburg, exclusive of that place. — That of 
Dockum shall comprehend the coast of 

, ^ the Zuyderzee from Elburg ; that of the 
North Sea to Delfzyl inclusively, and the 
islands of Terscheiling, Ameland, and 
Schiernsmonikood. — ^'Fhat of Embden shall 
extend from Delfzyl, following the coasts 
of theDoliart, those of the North Sea, and 
^ of the Jalie, to the extremity of the coast 
of Holland ; its land frontier shall extend 
froirt Newstadt to Vollen on the Ems.— 
The Directors at Rotterdam, Amsterdam. 
Dockum and Embden, shall be under the 
supervision of the Master of Requests, 
<who shall reside at Amsterdam, and shall 
have the title of Chief Director.-— The 


Chief Director shall V»e under the imme- 
diate orders of our l>«rector-General, and 
shall conform cxactlj^ to all his instruc- 
tions ; he shall transmit Ahem to the in- 
ferior Directors, shall correspond with 
them on all points of the service, and shall 
give an account of all operations to our 
Director-General, who, nevertheless, may 
himself correspond with the inferior Di- 
rectors, whenever he shall judge it pro- 
per. — The Chief Director shall render att 
account to the Inlendant-Oeneral of Fi- 
nance of the produce of the Customs, and 
shall furnish him with the necessary do- 
cuments. — Sect. III. Of the importation qf 
Tobacco into Holland and its export for 
Prance.— The importation of manufac- 
tured tobacco from abroad is prohibited in 
Holland. — ^Foreign tobacco in the leaf 
shall be subjected to the duties at present 
in force in Holland. Tobacco, in the leaf, 
of every sort, may be imported from Hol- 
land into France, upon paying the duties 
of the French tarlf.— Tobacco manufac- 
tured in Holland may also be admitted; 
but beside.s the duty imposed on tobacco 
in the leaf, it shall al^o pay that upon the 
manufacture — The said tobacco can only 
enter France by Custom houses whiclt 
shall afierw^ards be marked out. — The said 
tobacco in leaf and manufactured, after 
having paid the duty on importation at the 
custom-house where it is entered, shall be 
conveyed with permits to the entrepots^ 
nearest the office for collecting the con- 
solidsAed duties. — The tobacco may re- 
main there eight days, during which it 
shall rdbeive the Custom house marks ; 
there shall be paid at the offices of the 
Consolidated Duties eleven decimes per 
kilogramme, covering the duties on ma- 
nufacture, of the license of the manufac- 
turer, and of the firsf sale.— Tobacco in 
leaf and manufactured, upon its entry shall 
be subjected to the same regulations wdth 
tobacco of French origin. — Tobacco in the 
fbrmofsegars cannot he introduced into the 
Departments of the Empire.— Sect. IV.— 
0^ the exportation of the Liquates of 

Holland into France. — Dutch malt liquors 
cannot enter tlio interior but through the 
offices pointed nut, and upon payment at 
the Custom-houses of a duty of 2 francs 
per hectolitre.— Sect. V. Of Floury Bread 
and Bhcuif, and ihHr Importation into 
land. — Coin, bread, and biscuit which, 
from the departments of the J<anpire shall 
enter iho new dopartnients which at this 
day constitute Holland, shall pay the 
duty on grinding corn ; bread and biscuit 
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from abro!^ shall pay the duties hitherto 
levied. — SiqT. VI. Of Groan, Flour, and 
Pulse, and their Exportationfrom Holland , — 
Exportation shay cease when the price of 
the heciolitrc shall rise to 24 francs in the 
laarkets of the ]>upartment of the Two 
Nethes, or when it shall be prohibited by 
special decrees.— When exportation is 
prohibited^ corn and pulse shall pay an 
export duty^ reguhited according to the 
following scale : — When the price of 
corn does not amount in the Depart- 
ment of the Two Netlics to \0 Irancs 
per me.rical quintal, 2 francs ; at 19 francs 
ditto, 2 francs, 50 cents. ; at 20 francs 
ditto, 3 franks, 80 cents ; ai 21 francs 
ditto 4 francs ; at 22 francs ditto, 0 fianks ; 
at 23 francs ditto, 8 francs. At 24 francs, 
the exportation sh til be suspended. — 
Small grain Ctnenus (grains) and dried 
pulse shall pay Only half the du|ies con- 
tained in the above scale.— Sect. VII 
Of the circulation qf Com and Flour in Hol- 
land. — The circulation of corn, flour, and 
bread, in the interior of the Dt partnients 
of ci-deva7tt ILdland shall be entirely free, 
conformably to the law of the 21 si Prai- 
rial, year 5.— Sect. VIII. Theie shall bo 
a depot of foreign produce and merchan- 
dize, not prohibited in each of the ports 
of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and Embden. 
— -'Ihese depots shall be regulated upon 
the same principles as those which are 
established in Fraqce. — Sect. IX. Of 
the Tramit qf troorfj.— Goods which shall 
be admitted to the depot of Ainstiv'dam, 
may be forwarded in transit to Germany 
and Switzerland by the Jiavigatii>»i of the 
Khiiie.-— The conditions of this transit, 
and the duties to which the goods enjoy- 
ing this privilege are subjected, shall be 
pointed out in a future decree. — Sect. X. 
Qf the iSuiionaluy qf Ships, — -After the 1st 
ol Noveuibor next, there shall be a list for 
oacb port ot liie ships possessing the con- 
ditions necessary to entitle them to be 
considered as national by the laws of Hol- 
land j the said ships shall immediately 
lia'-e all the privileges of French ships.— 
In tuUpre, in order to he considered as na- 
tional, ships must iu Holland, as in Prance, 
possess all the conditions prescribed by 
the laws aiivl derrees of our Empire — The 
Sth title, w'hich relates to the military 
organization, establishes in Holland tw(» 
new military divisions, ivYo corps of artil- 
lery, two of eiigincei.s, &c. By the 9th 
title, Holland is to form one single mari- 
time district. By the 1 1 tli title, the exist- 
ing organization of the Catholic worship. 


and of the Protestant clergy, is maintain- 
ed. The 1 2th title places under the orders 
of the Director- General of Police, four 
general Commissaries of Polii-e, who, in 
addition to their other functions, ,are 
charged with the inspection of the line of 
tht? Customs. By the I3tb title, after Jan.^ 
lat, 18 1 1, all the accounts forming part of 
the genera) system of account in Holland 
shall be decided upon by the Court of Ac- 
counts at Paris: The Chamber of Ac- 
counts at present existing in Holland is 

prorogued to the 1st of Jan. 1812 In 

the 1 5th and last title it is enacted, that 
tithes and land-rents continue to bo raised 
in Holland, confoimahly to the existing 
laws ; and that, ulteriorly, directions will 
be given with regard to the power of re- 
deeming the said tithes' and rents. 

England.— / s/e qf Bourbon, ^5ih Oct, 
1810. 

On the above day was published, by 
the English Government, an account of 
the capture of this Island, by troops, under 
the couiniand of Lieut. Colonel Henry 
Keating, with less than J 00 men killed and 
wounded. — Capitulation for the surren- 
der of St. Denis, the capital, and the whole 
Island of Buonaparte, agreed upon between 
Ciiloiiel St. Susanne, commanding the 
Island of Buonaparte,* for his Majesty the 
Emperor of France, King of Italy, &c. &c. 
&c. on the one hand, and Commodore 
Rowley, commanding his Britannic Ma- 
jesty's squadron, lieut.-Colonel Keating, 
commanding his Britannic Majesty's and 
the Hon. Company's land forces, and R. J. 
Farquhar, esq. on the other.— The whole 
of the Island of Buonaparte shall be deli- 
vered up to his Britannic Majesty, thecity 
of St. Dcni.s, at twelve o'clock to*inorrow% 
the 9th of July, and the other military 
stations in succession, as early a^ intelli- 
gence of the present Capitulation can be 
comniunioated.— At twelve o'clock to- 
morrow, the French troops which occupy ‘ 
the arsenal and Imperial battery, shall 
evacuate their post, the grenadier 
company of his Majesty's Hflth regi- 
inent, and the grenadier company of 
the (jlh Madras native regiment, will 
take possession of them, when the 
French flag will be struck, and that of 
I his Britannic Majesty ‘ displayed.— The 
tiodps of the line and Garde Natiqnale 
shall he allowed all the honours of war: 
the}' shall inarch out of the c*ty with theiiv 
arms and baggage^ drums buatiMgiJQatcbes 
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liijhtcd, together with their field artillery; 
they are to lay down their arms on the 
sea face, in front of the Imperial battery : 
the troops of the .line are to surrender 
themselves prisoners of w§r, and to be em- 
barked as such for the Cape of Good 
Hope, or for England. — In consideration 
of the distinguished character of Colonel 
St. Susanne and bis Officers, and of their 
gallant defence of the place, the Officers of 
all ranks are allowed to preserve their 
swords and military decorations ; they are 
to continue prisoners of war, and to em- 
bark for the Cape of Good Hope or for 
England. Colonel St. Susanne and his 
family shall be allowed a passage to the 
Isle of France, or to France, upon his giv- 
ing his parole of honour not to serve dur- 
ing the war, or till he shall be regularly 
exchanged.— Funeral honours shall be 
paid 16 the French Officers who have fallen 
ill the battle, according to their respective 
ranks. — An inventory shall be made of 
property of all descriptions belonging to 
the State, which shall be delivered over to 
the person appointed by the English Go- 
vernment to receive it — All warlike stores, 
magazines, provisions, charts, plans, and 
archives, are included in this article. — 
The Eaws, Customs, and Religion of the 
Inhabitanu, as well as their private Pro- 
perty of ail descriptions, shall be respect- 
ed and insured to them, — Done at St. 
Denis, the Sih July 1810, at six o'clock, 
P. M.— St. Susannf, Col.-Comm. I/Isle 
Buonaparte pour sa Majeste, L'Empe^eur 
des Frangais, Roi dTtalie, &c. &c. &c.— 
Jos. Rowley, commanding his Britannic 
Majesty's Squadron. — Henry S. Keating, 
Licut.-Colonel commanding. 


Spanish South America. — Journal (f tlie 
Proceedings which took place in the City 
qf Mendoza from the 1 *Mh of June, writ- 
ten by the Deputy of that City, 1810. 

When this City applauded, with trans- 
ports of joy, the installation of tiie new 
Government of Buciios 'Ayres, and was on 
the point of nominating a Deputy, being 
the wish of all its inhabitants, it received 
an Extraordinary Courier from the Go- 
vernor of Cordova, directing that no obe- 
dience should be payed to that Junta, 
being illegally instnlled, and for svhich 
reason neither that Cabihio, that of JVJonte 
Vide.p, nor that of Salta would acknow- 
ledge its authority, and to await the orders 
^ of the Viceroy of Lima. These orders, so 
contrary to the detertnination of the Junta 
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and to the wishes of the people, caused 
considerable consternation, and had the 
effect of creating three violent parties, en* 
couraged by the Goveriwr, who had it in 
his power to destroy th^m.— In this situa- 
tion and the delay in convocation for the 
nomination of a Deputy, before sedition 
should gain the ascendancy, taking into 
consideration the Governor's intentions, at 
expressed in another letter of the 22d of 
June, repeating his former orders, and 
sending us a copy of the proceedings of 
the Cabildo of that town, he proclaimed, 
with great enthusiasm, that the town should 
instantly proceed in the nomination of a 
Deputy, naming the most respectable per* 
sons for that f^jurposc. The Cabildo heard 
the voice of the people ; the Congress was 
formed the following day, the 23d. With 
one unanimous voice it was agreed that 
this town should unite itself to the capital, 

I appoint a Deputy to represent it. — ^To this 
I the minisfers of Finance, Don Domingo 
Torres, Don Joaquin Liano, and iho Com- 
mandant, Don Faustino Ansey, objected, 
and from their opposition the nomination 
of a deputy was delaj^ed until the 25th.— 
On the 24th the people wailed on the first 
Alcade, in order that the Commandant 
should deliver up the command to some 
other person more acceptable to the peo- 
ple. Upon being informed of the wish of 
the people, the Commandant immediately 
agreed to resign. At one o'clock in the 
morning he delivered up the command, 
whioh was given to Don Isidro Sacnzdela 
Maza, retaining his pay, honours, and the 
interioPmanagemefit of the troops. Every 
thing was settled without the least disor- 
der. Oil the evening of the same day. 
Commandant Ansay wrote to the Cabildo 
demanding to be reinstated in his com- 
mand, as it was not (lie people who called 
for his resignation, but a few individuals. 
'I'he Cabildo answered that it being the 
unanimous wish of the people, they should 
not oppoL-.c it.— On the 25th, we proceed- 
ed to name a deputy, when the Regidor 
Don Bernardo Arliz was elected. — On the 
2(itli and 27 ih, there was nothing new 
occurred, the town remaining perfectly 
tranquil.— On the 2qth, at three o'clock 
ill the morning, the Commandant, with 
the above-mentioned Ministers, took pos- 
session of the barracks by Bissau It, in thre^ 
diffiiient points, at the same time. Hair- 
ing surprised the sentiiiid,' overcome the 
guard, made the Officer prisoner, and 
seized the arms, the people confiding in 
their new Commandant, and he on the 
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word of hmour of thejate Commandant, of Cordova demanding l,O0O mjpn to be 
did not place 'a competent guard at the sent him ; and stating, that with 3,()0<J 
barracks, under circumstances so critical, men he possessed, he was determined to 
— At the moment assault happened, defend himself against any force sent to 
the Alcalde was informed, and forgetting disturb the old government. To this the 
his illness, he went to the Cabildo, and Cabildo answered, that it was not in their 
alarmed the town, the alarm bell was power to comply with his request. — This 
rung, and the people united. During town still entertained strong suspicions 
this time Commandant Ansay sent (br the against the Commandant for the following 
soldiers of the garrison to muster under reasons: — 1st. Because he and the Minis- 
pain of death, and was able to join 200 ters were hostile to the Governing Junta, 
men, who were dragged to the barracks and expressed themselves to that cft’ect 
hy the corporals, placing at the corner ot the day of the election of a Deputy — 
the streets cannon loaded with grape shot, 2dly, For having expressed themselves in 
matches lighted, and orders to Hre in case the most disrespectful manner against the 
uf necessity. This criminal disposition Members of the Junta.— 3dly, For hav- 
greatly incensed the people^ who flew to ing said, that with 500 Europeans they 
arms with a full determination to revenge would subjugate the town, and compel it 
the insult heaped upon them by the cri- to obey the Governor of Cordova. — These 
xninal ofticers of the old govuriiment ; fears were augmented by the preparation's 
but the illustrious Cabildo wishing fo avoid in powder and otlier warlike stores, made 
such a fatal catastrophe, w’as able to con- on the 1 0th of July by the Commandant 
tain the people, and sending Don Domingo doubling the guards, loading the cannon 
Garcia, the Alcalde Don Joaquin Sosa, with grape shot, and his orders, that from 
and the Commandant of the Frontier, to the 11th the artillerymen should have 
the Barracks, they entered into the foJ- lighted matches.— On the 16th of July we 
lowing ca[iitulatioii : — 1st. To form a received an express from the Junta hy 
complete union between the Cabildo and Lieiit.-Col. Don Juan Moron, w'itli orders 
the Commandant, in virtue of which both to afford us every assistance in his power, 
parties were to govern, and to which ef- at the same time communicating the agrec- 
fect, all orders issued were to begin with able intelligence of the stability of the 
the word “ the Government.'*— 2nd. That Junta, which had the powerful eftect of 
the present force should remain upon the compelling the insolent conspirators to 
footing it now was on,— 3rd. That a Pro- surrender themselves, who already wish 
clamatien to that effect should be issued to acknowledge the supremacy of the 
by the Treasurer.— 4-th. As this union of Junta. Tiie troops > are withdrawn from 
authorities had its origin in necessity, it the barracks, and the criminals remain 
>vas to cease the moment the capital or- confounded with the enormity of ihcir 
dered to the contrary. — 5th. That it is crimes. They wdll leave nothing umloiic 
solemnly declared this mode of concilia- in order to disguise their infamous pro- 
tion does not carry with it any obligation ceedings. — Note. — The Commandant An- 
to pursue the steps of the Juntas cstab- say, and the two Ministers of Finance, 
lished, nor any other that may be con- principal authors in this horrid conspiracy 
trary to the established form of govern- at Mendoza, march prisoners to that city ; 
ment. — 6th. That the union of the diffe- and this town reposes in tranquillity, with- 
rent Authorities shall be celebrated by a out the least fear that it can again' be dis- 
general iiluminaiion. — With this the town turbed. 
was somewhat appeased, and strictly ad- 
hered to the capitulation ; nevertheless — 
thj people could not entirely forget the COBBETT’S 

di.shonourab1e behaviour of the Command- 

ant in assaulting the barracks, and putting Parliamentary DcbatCS C 
SO little value upon his own word of ho- 

Hour.— From this day until the 3rd of The Fifteenth, Sixteenth, and Seven- 
July nothing extraordinary occurred, teenth Volumes of the above Work will 
when a courier arrived from the Governor be published in about a Fortnight. 
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ditors, 80 many persons having a j^ust and 
legal claini to be paid upon demand. See 
all th^se creditors at once deprived of 
their legal rights of payment, by an order 
of the PHvy Council, of which the Minister 
himself was a member. See here a Com* 
pany of Traders, having promissory notes 
out to the amount of many millions, re* 
ifuired by the Privy Council to forbear*’ \ 
to pay oiF the said notes ; and, above all 
things, observe, and NEVER FORGET, 
that this order, or request, was made in con- 
sequence, as we have seen from the olhcial 
documents, of representations made by this 
Company of Traders tftemsclves, who, as is 
stated in those documents (Letter XIII, 
page 750), made such representations in 
consequence of the drain upoii their cash 
and of the alarm they therefore felt ibr the 
safety qf their House. 

This was a fine spectacle to behold ; it 
was a fine thing to be held forth to the 
world by a Minister, whose boasting about 
his financial resources and about his sup- 
port of public credit had been incessant 
from the day he first vaulted into tlie sad- 
dle of power. If this could be done with 
regard to one Company of Traders, why 
not with regard to any other Company of 
Traders, or any other single Trader, in the 
kingdom ? If the Privy Council, avowedly 
upon the representation of the Minister, 
were to protect this Company of Traders 
against the lawful demands of their credi- 
tors ; what reason was there that otijer 
Traders, that other Debtors, should not be 
protected in the same way, if they should 

feel a/onn for the sqfety of their House f” 
We must never lose sight of this fact, that 
the Order in Council arose from a repre- 
sentation of the Minister; that represen- 
tation arose from one made to the Minister 
by the Bank Company ; and this latter 
representation arose (See Letter XllI, 
p. 750) from the drain of cash at the Bank, 
and from the alarm, which the Bank Com- 
pany felt for the safety of their House. 
This should be constantly kept in view. 
Weshould never, for one moment, lose sight 
of the fact, that the whole of this measure 
jof protection to the Bank had its origin in 
rhfvesentatioM made by the Bank Cofnpany 
And, if we keep this fact steadily 
in view, we shall be in no danger of com- 
ing at a proper conclusion. 

Thus far, then, we have seen the trans- 
action going no further than the Privy 
Couacii. We have seen it originate with 


the .Bank Company, the demands of whose 
lawful creditors nad given them alarm. 
We have seen the Bank Company calling 
upon the Minister to know when he would 
interfere. And, we have seen the Minister, 
after saying, on the that he tvouldfre* 
pure a resolution of Council, go to the Coun- 
cil, on the 20th, and obtained the Resolu- 
tion and Order that we have seen. Thus 
the Privy Council became a party to the 
transaction ; and wc arc how about to see 
how the Parliament put the finishing stroke 
to it by giving to the order of Council the 
sanction of law ; we are now about to take 
a view of the Legisl.uive Acts, by which, 
to use' the expression of the late Lord 
Liverpool, paper- was exchanged for 
papcr-cutrency, by which bank-notes were 
moulded into paper*moncy. 

In Letter XII, page 681, w’e have seen 
how the minister first introduced to the 
House of Commons the project of passing 
a law to sanetion the Order in Council ; 
that is to say, to sanction the refusal pf the 
Bank Company to pay their promissory 
notes. We have seen, that, upon being 
asked by Mr. Alderman Combe, whether 
he meant to make the bank-notes a legal 
tender, he knew not what to answer ; that 
he twisted and writhed in great apparent 
embarrassment of mind ; but, that he 
knew not what to answer. We have also 
seen, that, before the House met the next 
day (28th of February, 17t)7) the meeting 
at the Mansion-House had taken place, 
having been, as we have seen, previously 
contrived, in private, with the Minister. 
We have seen an account of the other 
Meetings through the country ; and wc 
have seen, in Letter XIV, the manner of 
forming the Secret Committee, from 
whom came Reports (Letter XIV, p. 808), 
declaring the afiairs of the Bank to be in 
a most flourishing way, and that the Com- 
pany were possessed of a great surplus of 
means. 

Thus prepared, and perceiving, by thi« 
time, that his adherents were resolved to 
stand by him (See Letter XIV. p. 805) 
the Minister, on the 2th of March, 1797, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
" confirm and continue the Order in Council 

of the 20th of February, fbir a time to 
" be limited.^’ This was the first motion 
towards the making of the Iftw for autho- 
rizing the Bank to refuse., to pay its 'lcre»- 
ditors their justdemands that taw, which 
h^s filled the kingdom with banks: and with 
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paper* money^ and which, as ue shall by- 
ancl*by see, has produced no small share 
of our present dangers and distress. But, 
before we proceed any further in the his- 
tory of this Act, which, you will bear in 
mind, is the Act, which the Bullion Com- 
fitittee have proposed to repeal in two 
years from this time ; before wc proceed 
any further in the history of this Act, we 
must shortly notice two other Acts, which 
were passed before it, and which, though 
of interior importance, were the Jirst-bom 
*of the Bank Stoppage. 

The refusal of the Bank Company to 
pay tlieir notes was, as every one must 
naturally suppose* productive of the con- 
sequence of driving all the gold coin 
out of circulation ; for, under such cir- 
cumstances, the moment a guinea or a 
half guinea got into the hands of a person 
able to keep it, and not an ideot, it would 
remain very quiet in the chest of that 
person ; and, as the smallest notes then in 
circulation, were notes for Jive pounds, the 
difficulty in making payments would ne- 
cessarily be very great. The distress, 
arising from this cause, was so great, that, 
on the 1st of March, it was resoh’ed by 
the House of Commons to bring in a bill 
to legalise the issuing of small notes by 
private persons ; and, on the same day a 
bill was read a second time for enabling 
the Bank of England to issue notes under 
five pounds. 

The reason fot passing these Acts was 
this ; there were in existence two Acts 
of Parliament, which prohibited the nego- 
ciating of promissory notes and other paper 
of an amount under five pounds. TJiese 
Acts are, upon this occasion, worthy of 
our particular attention; because they 
were passed upon the principle, that small 
paper promises were injurious to the comma- 
nit^. The first of these Acts was passed 
in the year 1775, and, as will be seen from 
the Title and Preamble, which I beg of 
you to read small paper currency was, at 


* Fifteenth Geo. III. Chap. LI. 

An Act to restrain the negotiation of pro- 
missol-y notes and inland bills of exchange 
under a limited sum, within that part ■ of 
Great Britain called England^ — ^Whereas 
Various notes, bills of exchange, and 
draughts for ip^^ney, for very stnall sums, 
have for some time past, been circulated or 
negociated in lieu qf cash, within that part 
of preat Britain called England, to the 


that time, declared by lawto be of great, 
pr^udice to^ trade and public credit,*^ 
There were, in 1775, as we have already 
seen, no bank notes for sums less than ten 
POUNDS, and, it was then supposed, that 
smaller notes vi'ould be an injury. In uvo 
years after the above Act was passed, the 
effect of it having been found good, ano* 
ther Act was passed carrying the prohibi* 
tion to any sum under five pounds. And, 
Gentlemen, I beg you to pay particular 
attention to the language of these Acts. 
The first says, that the circulation of notes 
for very small sums, in lieu of cash, is to the 
great prejudice of trade and public credit ; 
and, afVer the parliament have had two 
years experience of the effects of this Act, 
they pas.^ another, in which, after declar- 
ing that the effects of the former Act have 
been “ very salutary,^* thej^ extend the 
provisions of it from the sum of ticenty 
shiUings to the sum of five pounds Thus, 


great prejudice of trade and public credit ; 
4*c. Ss'c. Be it, therefore, enacted by the 
King^s most excellent Majesty, by, and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same. That all pro- 
missory or other notes, bills of exchange, 
or draughts, or undertakings, in writing, 
being negociable or transferable for the 
payment of any sum or sums of money, less 
than the sum qf twenty shillings in the whole, 
which shall be made or issued at any time 
•from and after the twenty-fourth day of 
June one thousand seven hundred and se- 
vAity-five, shall be, and the same are 
hereby declared to be, absolutely void and 
of no effect, any law, statute, usage, oc 
custom to the contrary, therefore in any 
wise notwithstanding. 

t SeventeeiJth Geo. III. Cap. XXX. 
— — An Act for further restraining the 
negociation of promissory notes, and in- 
land bills of exchange, under a limited 
sum, within that part of Great Britain 
called England. — —Whereas by a certain 
Act of Parliament passed in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of his present Majesty 
(intituled an Act to restrain the negocia- 
tion of promissory notes and inland bills 
of exchange under' a limited sum, within 
that part of Great Britain called England), 
a1) negociable promissory or other notes, 
bills of exchange or draughts, or under- 
takings in writing, for any sum of money 
less than the sum qf twenty shillings the 
whole, &c. and whereas the said Act 
2F 2 
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then, unali paper conreiicy waj proved to by which the auvpenaion wa». to bo con» 
have been an evil ; it wa& proved, by ex- tinned only till the first day of the then 
penence, to have injurious trade ensuing month of May; that is to lay^ 
and to public credit ;.9xid, thereforep while for Joriy days only, was, as we shall by*- 
there Were no' bank nQ^es for sums less than aml>by sec, afterwards extended in its 
forbade that there duration, and has continued in force till 
should be any other ciiCuUitin^ or rtegocia^ this day. 
hk notes, under five pounds* 

But, this was nothing without giving a 
Thus, as to paper-currency, stood the power of making i,mall notes lo the Bank 
law in 1797, when the Bank Stoppage of England. The Bank had dividends to 
took place; and as we have already seen, pay ; and, of course, all tht^ snins, or parts 
in the former part of this Letter, the coun- of sums, under five pounds (ih; re being, as 
try was, in consequence of the Stoppage, yet, no notes under that sum) they were 
thrown into the greatest distress for the still compelled to pay in cash, which was 
want of something to represent small what they did not like, and, in lact, what 
surps. The manufacturers, and, indeed, all they w ere not, perhaps, ahle to do. It 
the journeymen and labourers, throughout was, therefore, necessary, above ali things, 
the kingdom could not he paid in* the usual to give them a povt cr of making small 
manner. The com had disappearedt as it notes. There was a doubt, whether ths 
naturally would the moment a bank note two Act* of the I5th and i7ih of George 
would not fetch its amount in guincaj^ at the Third, above-mentioned, applied to 
the B.mk; and, the guineas and half banknotes; and, it was thought, by some 
guineas having gone out of sight, which persons, that they did not so apply ; but, 
they did instantly, there were no means an Act of Parliament, the great cure for 
of paying small sums. Therefore, the very all doubts and difficulties, was passed to 
first thing to be done, was to provide remove this doubt ; and such was the haste 
something to supply the place of the in doing this, that the Act was pflssci/ on 
guineas and half guineas, and, indeed, the the 3rd of March, though the hill was 
whole of the coin, except the hammered- brought in only on tlie 28/4 of February. 
out shillings and sixpences, such as we This Act authorized the Bank to issue 
now see current. notes for sums under five pounds; and, ac- 

cordingly, tii'o and one pound notes were 
For this pr.rpose it was necessary to immediately issued.* 

pass an Act lo repeal, or, atleast, to suspend, 

the two nets, of which wc have just taken titulcd. an Act to restrain the negociation 
a view, and, accordingly a suspension Act of promissory notes, and inland bills of 
was passed on the 10th of March 1797, exchange, under a limited sum, within 
the title and preamble of which Act tfre that part of Great Britain called England: 
here inserted, as worthy of attention, and And wdiercas anotlier Act was passed in 
as matter for future remark*. This Act, the seventeenth year of the reign of his 

— present Majesty, intituled, an Act for fur- 

Aath l^en attended with very salutary effects ther restraining the negociation of promis- 
wid in case the provisions therein con- sory notes, and inland bills of exchange 
tamed were extended to a further sum, the under a limited sum, within that part of 
good purpose qfthe said Act v)ould be further Great Britain called England ; And where* 
advanced. Be it, therefore, enacted, &c. as IT IS EXPEDIENT that the said AcU 
&c. And the Act extends the prohibi- shouldbesuspcnded for a certain time, so izvzA 
**^1? under ^wnds, the same may relate to any notes, draughts, 

A ^*''^5*^'*'** nr undertakings made payable on demand : 

? -A il" Act to suspend for a &c. £cc. The Act then suspends those 
limited time, the operation of two Acts of laws until the first day of May 1797. 
the litjeenth and seventeenth years of the * Thirty-seventh Geo. III. Chap. 

rtigp of his present Majesty for restrain- XXVIII. An Act to remove doubts re- 

mg the negoci^ion of promUsory notes, specling Promissory Notes of the Gover- 
and inland bifls of exchange, under a nor. and Company of the Bank of England 
muited sum, within that part of Great for payment of sunis of money under fivi 

Britain called England. Whereas an pounds Whereas it is expedient for the 

Act of Parliament was past in the fifteenth public service, and'for the convenience (fcom. 
year of the reign of his present Majesty, in- mercM circulation, that the Governor and 


«0(| NOVEMBER U, agaimt Gold: fK» 


Novfj Gentlemen^ I beg you to stop 
here, for a moment, and take another look 
at the language of these Acts of Parlia- 
ment, these solemn declarations of the Le- 
gislature. In the year 1775, they say, 
that the circulation of small notes, in lieu 
of cash, is of great prejudice to trade and 
** public credit,** lii 1777 they declare, 
upon the evidence of two years of expe- 
rience, that their having lessened the quari- 
lily of small notes had produced ** ver^ 
** salutary effects** And, in 17Q7, under 
the ministry of Pitt, whose debts the pub- I 
lie have paid, and for whom they are to I 
pay for a monument ; aye, under the mi> | 
iiistry of tliis man, the Parliament were 
brought to declare, that, to make small 
notes, that to do just the contrary of what 
the above two acts were intended to effect, 
was expedient for the public service, and for 
'' the convenience of commerce** In 1775 
and 1777 it was enacted, that small pro- 
missory notes, in lieu of cash, w^ere “ a 
great prejudice to trade and public crk- 
dit/" In 1797 it was enacted, that small 
promissory notes, in liep of cash, were 
expedient for the public service and for the 
convenience qf commerce,** Gentlemen, 
when you have paid due attention to this, 
you will hardly want any thing more to 
enable you to answer those, who have yet 
the folly or the impudence to attempt a 
defence of the ministry of Pitt, who, as it 
has been well observed, in reply to one of 
his eulogists, found the country gold, and 
left it paper. 

But, the grand measure was yet to come. 
There was, as yet, no law to sanction the 
deed of refusing to pay the bearers of the 
Bank’s promissory notes^ This was a 
thing that the people had yet to receive at 
the hands of those, who had plunged them 
into the Anti-jacobin war, and who had 
fed them with the hopes of beating France 
through her finances. Yes, the people of 
England, the most thinking people,” had 
yet to swallow this; they had yet to gulp 
this bolus front the hands of those, who had 
buoyed them up, for so many years, by 
comparisons of the flourishing state of the 
English finances compared with those of 
France, which last nation they still be- 
lieved 'to be, as Pitt told them, in the 
" very gulph of bankruptcy.” 

Company of the Bank of England should 
issue Promissory notes, payable to bearer, 
for sums of money, under five pounds ; &c. 


This measure was, as we have seen, in- 
troduced into the House oi Commons, in 
form, on the 9lh of IJJIarch, 17U7, in a mo- 
tion, made by Pitt, for leave to bring in 
a BiU for continuing, for a liraiii d time, 
what he called the RESTRICTION (pray 
mark the word) upon the Bank, relative 
to its issue of specie. This Bill, after un- 
Jergoing the discussions, some of which 1 
shall have to notice more particularly, 
by-and-by, became a Law on tfie 3rd of 
May, 1797. * 

* Thirty Seventh Geo. III. Chap. 
XLV.— — An Act for confirming and con- 
tinuing for a limited time the Restriction 
contained in the minute of council of the 
twenty-sixth of February one thousand 
seven hundred and ninety -seven, on pay- 
ments of cash by the Bank. — ^Whereas, 
by minute of his Majesty’s Privy CounciC 
made on the twenty-sixth day of Febru- 
ary one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven, upon the representation of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, stating, that 
from the result of the information which 
he had received, and the inquiries which 
it had been his duty to make respecting 
the effect of the unusual demands for spe- 
cie, that have been made upon the metro- 
polis, in consequence of ill founded or ex- 
aggerated alarms in different parts of the 
country, it appeared, that unless some 
measure was immediately taken, there 
might be reason to apprehend a want of 
sufficient supply of cash to answer the exi- 
gencies of the public service ; jt was de- 
clared to be the unanimous opinion of the 
board, that it was indispensably necessary 
for the public service, that the directors 
of the Bank of England should forliear 
issuing any casli in payment until the 
sense of Parliament could bo taken on 
that subject, and the proper measures 
adopted thereupon for maintaining the 
means of circulation and supporting the 
public and commercial credit of the king- 
dom at this important conjuncture ; ar it 
was ordered, that a copy of the said mi- 
nute should be transmitt^ to the directors 
of the Bank of England, and they were 
thereby required, on the grounds of the 
exigency of the case, to conform ihereto 
until the .sense of Parliament could he 
taken as aforesaid : And whereas, in pur- 
suance of the minute, the said governor 
and company of the Bank of England, 
have, since the said twenty-sixth day of 
February onc-thousand-seven-hundred and 
ninety-scyen,>&r^onK to issue cash in pay- 
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When you have read the Title and Pre- 
amble of this act, you will accompany me 
in a brief sketch of ^is provisions, which 
you will find not only curious and interest- 
ing as an object of public attention, but use-, 
ful also to each of you as indwiduah, who 
will hence learn, how far you are compelied 
to receive pnyment in Bank notes, and in 
what way your previous contracts have 
been anected by this Act. 

The Preamble of the Act having re- 
peated what was contained in the Order 
of Council, and having declared, that to 
confirm and continue the retusal to pay in 
Gold and Silver, though such refusal was 
not warranted by law; having acknow'- 
ledged the iUcf^ahty of the things done, 
and declared the necessity of continuing to 
do them ; having made this beginiMiig, 
the Act next proceeds. Section 1. to an- 
denmify the Bank Directors and all other 
persons for having done these illegal 
things ; that is to say, to protect all such 
persons against any appeal to the law that 
anv suBeriiig party might be inclined to 
make. So that, whatever lo.^s or hiiidcr- 
sciice or injur)' any man might have suf- 
fered from the non-payment of the promis- 
sory notes of the Bank Company, such 
sufferer was, by this Act, at once deprived 
of all legal means of obtaining redress. 
The Act next provides, in Section II, that 
the Bank should be liable to no prosecution 
for the non-payment of any of their notec, 
that they might be willing to exchange for 
other notes; and, that in case the Blink 
were sged by any one for the non-pay- 
ment of their notes, they might apply to 
the Court to stop jncoceedings in such actions, 
who might stop them accordingly, and 
without costs to the plaint iff* in any action 
brought against the Bank for non-pay- 
ment of its notes, unless }he Cour/ should 
think the action necessary. Section HI. 
Permits the Bank to issue cash in payment 
of any sum under twenty skillings, or where 
less than twenty* shillings should be a 
fractioual part of a sum to be paid by the 
Bank. Tim was a very gracious penntj- 
sioff P The same Section *^allows them to is- 

inents, except for purposes for which the 
issue of cash was deemed unavoidable ; it is 
necessary that the Restriction in the said 
minute, although not warranted hy Law, 
should be eonfirmed, and should be continued 
for a limited time, by the authority of 
Parliament : Bo it, therefore, enacted, 
^c. &c. See. 


sue cash for the service of tht the 

Navy, or the Ordnance, in pursuance of an 
order of the Privy Council. Section IV. 
Specifies, that the Bank, during the rcstric- 
lion or stoppage, shall not advance to the 
government any cash or notes exceeding 
ill amount 600,000 pounds. Section V. 
Permits the Bank to repay cash to those 
persons that may choose to lodge cash in the 
Bank. But, the Section permits the Bank 
to repay in cash only three fourths of the 
amount of what shall be so lo.lged with 
them. Sections VI. and Vll. Permit 
the Bank to advance the sum of 125.000 
pounds to the Bankers of London and 
Scotland. Section VIII. Treils of pay- 
ments betw'cen private imlividuals, and it 
provides, that all payments which have 
been made, or which shall bo made dur- 
ing the continuance of this act, in Bank 
of England notes, shall be deemed pay- 
ments in cash, if accepted as such. 
Section IX. Contains the great alteration 
made in the law between debtor and cre- 
ditor. We have seen, that, by the 2d 
Section, the Bank notes were made to be 
quite equal to cash in the case of all de- 
mands, made upon the Bank for payment 
of its notes, which, therefore, made the 
notes of the Bank, as far as related to 
debts due from the Bank, on account of its 
notes, a legal tendbe, which words 
mean, sneb money or currency as the law 
regards as good in the payment of debts. 
Guineas, for instance, an? a legal tender, 
jiecause, the tender or offering of them in 
payment is sufficient to prevent any action 
or proceeding at law being entertained 
against the person, who may have offered 
them in payment, in quantity equal to the 
amount ol the debt. But, Bank notes 
were not made a legal tender, and they 
are not now a legal tender, between pri* 
vate individuals. If a man owe me money, 
I can still demand coin in payment ; and 
the only difference is, that I cannot, if my 
debtor tender me the amount of the debt 
in Bank of England notes, cause him to be 
arrested and held to fecial hail, as 1 might 
have done, if this act had not been passed. 
This part of the act every one should 
read, anil, therefore, 1 have put the Pth 
Section in a note*. Section X. Pro- 


* Section IX. — ^And be it furthel* 
enacted by the authority aforesaid. That 
during the continuance of the restriction on 
payments by the said governor and c6m^ 
pany in cash, imnosed by this act, no per* 
son shall be held to special bail upon mg 
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vides th^t the collectors of the public re- 
venue shall accept payment in Bank of 
England notes. Section XI. Permits 
the Bank to issue cash, in certain cases^ 
upon giving live days notice to the 
Speaker of the House of Common.s. Sec- 
tions XII. and XIII. Provide for the con- 
tinuance of the act to the 24th of June (a 
duration of onlv fifiy-ivso days), and for the 
repealing or altering of it during the then 
present session of parliament. 

Tins, gentlemen, is what is called the 
Bank-RES»'RICT10N Act, a very con- 
venient phrase, calculated to convey the 
notion, that the Bank is able and willing to 
pay ; hut, that it is not pernnited to do it. 
1 beg you to bear along with you the' 
meaniug of the word Restriction, which 
implies an net done by one party to pre- 
vent another party from doing what he 
n^ould do if not prevented. To restrict is to 


process issuing out of any court, unless 
the adidavit which shall be made for that 
purpose according to the provisions in the 
Act of the twelfth year of the reign of 
his late Majesty King George the first, for 
preventing frivolous and vexatious arrests, 
shall not only contain the several matters 
required by the said Act, but also that no 
ofler has been made to pay the sum of 
money in such ailidayit mentioned, and 
therein sworn to, for the purpose of holding 
any person to special bail, in notes of the 
said governor and company, expressed to 
be payable on demand (fractional parts of 
the sum of twenty shillings only rx- 
cepted ) ; and if any process shall be is- 
sued against any person upon which such 
erson might have been held to special 
ail before the passing of this Act and no 
adidavit shall be made as aforesaid, that no 
such oticr of payment in notes of the go- 
vernor and compairy had been made as 
aforesaid, such person shall not be arrested 
on such process, but proceedings shall be 
bad against such person in the same man- 
ner as if no affidavit had been made for 
the purpose of holding such person to spe- 
cial bail un 'er the provisions of the sa&d 
Act of his said late Majesty King George 
the first ; and all provisions in such Act, 
or in any other Act of Parliament, for 
preventing frivolous and vexatious arrests, 
shall be applied to the provisiohs in this 
Act contained, so far as the same are ca- 
pable of being so applied: provided 
always, that if affidavit shall be made 


limit, or confine* 1 am restricted, for instance^ 
from going out of Newgate. I am here in 
state of restriction. 1 should go home to . 
my farm and my fanSily, if it were not for 
this restriction ; and so the most thiMng 
people of Europe'^ think, of course that 
the Bank Company would pay their notes 
in gold and silver, if they were not re- 
stricted in the same manner. But of this 
we shall see more in the next letter, when 
we come to speak of the dutation of this 
restricting Act ; and, in the mean while, 
1 remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Y6ut faithful friend, 

• W**. CoBBETX. 

State Prison, Newgate, Monday, 

November 12, IS 10. 


upon which any person or persons might 
have been held to special bail upon any 
such process as aforesaid, before the passing 
of this act, and it shall be likewise sworn in 
such affidavit that such oiler of payment 
has been made as aforesaid, so that the 
person or persons who might have been 
arrested and held to special bail upon such 
process, if this Act had nut been made, 
cannot, by reason of such offer and of the 
provisions in this act contained, be so ar- 
rested and held to special bail, it shall be 
lawful for the court out of which such 
process shall issue, or for any judge of such • 
court, in a summary way, to order the de- 
fendant or defendants in the action in 
which such process shall issue, and who 
might have so held to special bail as afore- 
said if this Act had not been made, to 
cause notes of the said governor and com- 
pany, expressed to be payable on demand 
to the amount of the sum of money for 
v/hich such person qr persons might have 
been so held to special bail, if this Act 
had not been made, to be deposited in 
speh manner as such Court or Judges shall, 
direct, to answer the demands of the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs in such action ; and' 
if such deposit shall not be made within 
the time limited by such order after such 
notice thereof as shall thereby be directed 
to be given, itshall be lawful, upon affidavit 
duly made and filed that such deposit has 
not been made according to sucfi order, 
to arrest such defendant or defendants, and. 
hold him, her, or them to special bail, 
in such and the same manner as if this act 
had not been made. 
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SUMMARY OF POUTICS. 

I understand, that the enemy’s commimi- 
“ cation with Atineida is comiilttfiy cut off ; 

*• and he possesses dbly the ground, on which 
“ his army stands.” — Baron Douro of Wei- 
lesWy and Viscount Wellington of 'Falafcra 
and of Wellington’s Despatch, dated liOth of 
'Sept. IS 10. 

PoirruGvt. Tiic public were^ a 

monih ago, iit hourly expectation cA' hear- 
ing of ihf' coinpl'.'te overthrow of INliissena 
and his army; and, very reaso’iably might 
they entertain such expectation, after 
having been told what they were told, re- 
Jo ii\e to the stale ( f the enemy's army and 
resources. Now, however, at the end of a 
month, we arc told, that no battle at all 
has been fought ; that the two armios re- 
lU'.iin in t'.ie same positions, where the iu- 
telligi nce of the hlth c)f October left 
them ; and that tiw half-iiakcil, half- 
Ktrirved, and houselt^^f: army ot Mnssena 
is still not only in existence, but lies close 
to the lines of cur army. 'I'ii • Morn- 

ing Post of ycstoiday (the rJth instant), 
contains the following paragraph upon 
this subject, the /r/wgwr/gc and which 

are really ominous A Telegraphic 
Communication was succeeded lual night 
by the arrival of an Kxpress, with iiitel- 
'' ligonce from I.ord Wtdlingion of so late 
a date as the 1st instant. At that time no 
" general action had taken place, nor had 
there been any movement of conrequence 
on eith*^r side. Indeed both armies rc- 
maiiied in precisely the same situations \a 
" which they were lel’t at the date of the 
** former advices brought by the Apollo 
** fiigate. I^nrd Wellington continued to 
present a hold formidubU front to the enc- 
« wy, who had not dared to attack liis 
** Lordship in the fine pusitions which he 
“ had so judicKMisly takcip; but the reports 
circulated yesterday afternoon, of Mas- 
sena's retreat, pursued by Lord Welling- 
“ ton, and of the destruction of the greater 
** part of thp enemy's force, are entirely 
** void of foundation. Massena had ccr- 
** tainly not tetreated so late as the 1st 
** instant. l!e had several times recon- 
*• noitered the British lines, but had not yet 
attempted to attock them. Lord Wel- 
** lington, on the other hand, though he 
most prudently had not ventured to t^vance 
** upon the enemy, continued to bid aproud 
" defiance to Jiis utmost efforts, and should 
" Massena ultimately he indyced to attack 
'' bis Lordship, the most sanguine hopes of 
“ a glorurus result on our part, were qniver- 
" saiiy entertained thro'ughout every divi* 


** sion of the British force. The whole of our 
gallant countrymen in arms, the Public 
'« will be happy to hcar,coniinued in good 
health, excellent spirits, and most perfect 
order of battle, ready and anxious to meet 
**' in combat the enemies of their country 
'' and of civilized nmnd*^ — Yes, yes : this 
last I«j n matter of course. There can be 
no doubt OA the anxiety of our army to at- 
tack the French, especially as they have 
such admirably hearty associates it. the 
Portuguese, w’hom Marsb^-' r>-]..-roiM has, 
in the most solemn main * declared to be 
equal to an\ *r.><>j •» in the vvoild. it is 
quite narur d that the army should be 
eager to join in combat with the eiieiiiie^ 
of civilized man. Though the idea is nes* , 
it is a very fn»e one. Fighting \'or civilized 
man! I. a yin- a coumry wa^tc, as we have 
been told, and making it a desert lfo» the 
sake of cn’thwd won / There is semnhing 
so truly .sabhme m this, that 1 sh<iuid sus- 
I tr! it to have ih)\ved from ihe pen of 
iiosa MatiiJ.i l.ersi »t‘ But, while 1 as- 

sent to the propriety and adiiuie the 
beauty of this passage there arc some ex- 
presNioin in the abt.vi article, which, as I 
sal<l before, appear rather ominous. The 
noble Viscouni,wc are lold, ^‘continued 
to present a hold and Jormidabtc fi onl to 
the enemy and then, again, that he 
** continued to hid a proud defiance to the 
'' utmost efforts of Massena." What! a 
bold front and a proud defiance to that 
enemy, who, as we were before told, had 
neither provisions nor “covering ; whom 
wtt had beaten, and for the beating of 
whom we had fired the Park and Tower 
guns a month before^ and who, at the 
time of our showing this bold front and 
proud defiance had received no re-iiiforce- 
tnents, ^iS’hih; our Vi.scount had, as we 
were informed, been greatly re-inforced 
subsequent to the victory. What! a bold 
front, a proud defiance to those wretched 
scare-crow-s, the remains of that army, of 
whom we left ituo thousand dead upon the 
glorious field of Buzago, and to whom we 
left nothing but the ground, upm which 
they stood, with their retreat to Almeida 
completely cut oil! a bold front and a 
proud defiance to such an enemy ! Come, 
come. Sir Morning Post, you must 
unsay this; or I must send it back down 

your throat.- Nay, this writer, who 

had befo/'e given us every reason to sup* 
pose, that Massena and his army could 
not exist five days in front of our lines, 
now tells us, that this Frenchman has been 
reconnoUering these lines. Aye, that the 
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man, whom we haJ got into t, trap; 
whom Lord Tiilavera had drawn after him 
to the very spot whither he wished to get 
him 10 ; we are now told, by this same 
wilier, that this Masiena, who had been 
urged on by the rage of Buonaparte into 
this trap, has now been reconnoUtrini* our 
Viscount's lines ; reconnoitering the lines 
of him, who ha<i got him into hii trap ; 
looking to see where and how to attack 
the lines of him who had got him into that 

trap ! Then, we are told now, that, in 

case Masseim ^hriuld be induced to attack 
our Viseijimt. What ! liim ? Attack 

h'.m? L this possible, then? Is it 

thoiipUr possible, that the half naked, half- 
Marveil, the discontented, deserting, un- 
housed army of Ma^sen^ whom we had 
beaten at Busa<;o, and whom we had drawn 
over a desolated country into a trap ; is it, 
then, really thought possible, iliatthisarrny, 
that such a disgraced and famishing enemy, 
will dare to attack our Viscount and his 
army ? This writer must he mad. I thought 
him so some time hncl:. He must be mad ; 
or, as any rate, all that hctoldushciore about 
the desolation of the country, the distress 
and misery and discontenis and desertions 
and entrapment of Massena's armjs mist 
have been false.— ^hut, if this attack should 
take place : well ? what then ? why, 
the most sanguine hopes of a glorious 
“ result, on our part, are entertained." 
And, is that all r Only hopes ? Sanguine, 
indeed, but still nolhnig but hopes. It is 
come to this, is it ? We hope, with the as- 
sistance of three tier of fortified lines, in 
the finest natural position in the world, to 
meet with success the aUacko{ an enemy, 
whom we have already beaten in the open 
field, and whom we have drawn into a 
trap, where he is destitute of provisions 
ami where his retreat is cut off? We hope, 
under such circumstances, to resist the 

attack of such an enemy ! There is 

another article, in the Morning l*ost of 
this day (1 3th), which I must beg the 
reader to go through ; for he may be as- 
sured, that we aiiall have to refer to it 
again. This history of the Portuguese war 
is one of very great importance on account 
of the war itself, but of infinitely greater 
importance as an illustration of the manner 
in which the people of England are, with 
respect to intelligence, treated by such 
prints as the Morning Post. Th& cam- 
paign must^ sooner or later, come to an 
end ; and, by the nature of that end we 
shall know what we ought to think ofthose, 
who have related to us, in its different 


stages the state and progress of the contert. 
“ The enemy are positively stated to have 
" sustained a defeat on the l uh ult. with the 
loss of from 9 to 10,00Q men; and if this 
be correct, the affair must have taken 
** place, ill the neighbourhood of Leiria, 
“ where indeed several private letters 
'' mention it to have been fought, but re- 
duce the loss of the enemy to six ihou- 
" snid men. Between the two main hos- 
“ tile armies, how'ever, as we have al- 
reaify stated, no haitJe had taken place 
'' so late as the Ist instant, and therefore 
'' the statements of Mas^ena having been 
** defeated, and in consequence offered to 
evacuate Portugal, are totally unfbund- 
“ ed. Lord ^Wellington, as we stated 
" yesterday, availed the attack of the 
enemy, in the perfect confidence of sue < 
“ cess; but Masseiia iiad not yet dared to 
advance against him. The long delay 
of Massena can only be ascribed to a 
** conviction that the force at his disposal 
is incompetent to the task of forcing the 
** positions of the Allied Army; and it is 
'' highly probable he was waiting to be 
rcinlorced by Drouet's divisiim from 
Spain before he made any attempt upon 
** our lines. This delay, however, has af- 
** forded Lord Wellington an opportunity 
of strenifthening still further his already 
f* formidable positiont; and even in the 
'* event of Massena being joined by the 
« division of Drouet, that addition (we sup- 
pose from 12 to 15,000 men) would not 
** render Massena* s army so formidable as to 
" create any apprehensions of his being able 
to fSree Loid Wellington's triple lioe,«o 
strongly fot't fed by nature, and by ait, as 
** we hare aneady described it. Bfaidcs the 
private letters from Lisbon continue to 
** represent the enemy's army as in great 
want ofpro visions*— a fact which it would 
certainly be very difficult to dispute, 
•' from the considerathiii that so large an 
army must soon exhaust its provisions, 
" while the Portuguese Militia, being in 
'' its rear, would prevent its receiving 
fresh supplies, unless escorted by a 

“ very formidable force indeed. There 

* seems no doubt of the success of Colonel 
** Trant*s enterprise against Coimbra, where 
he took between 5 and 0,000 prisoners, 
the greater part of whom, it is said, are ■ 
« about to embark at . Oporto far England. 

I ** It is also ascertained that Gen. Silviera 
" made 1,4<00 prisoners at Figueira."— — 
Hence, then, we are to believe, that the 
enemy has lost another 9 or 10 thousand 
men! Twenty more: kill them! Twenty 
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more: kill them too! Here, again, we have 
repeated, the assertions, that even a rein- 
forcement of 15 or 20 thousand men will 
not make Massena so strong as to create 
on our side any apprehensions, so strong 
are our positions from nature as well as 
from art. And, mind, that we arc here 
again, for the fifth time, assured that there 
can be no doubt that Colonel Tbant 
made 5 or 6 thousand French prisoners at 
Coimbra. Nay, wc arc again told, that 
these prisoners are about embark for Eng- 
land from Oporto; and that General Sil- 
‘viera had made another 1,i0() Frenchmen 
prisoners. And, after this, we still make 
It matter of 5oas/ that Massena does not dare 
attack us in our lines three d^ep !— But, 
let us now take another view of the matter. 
Suppose that Massena should not attack 
us? This writer tells us, that our Viscount 
prudently does not advance against Mas- 
sena. So that, if Massena should remain 
where he is, our army will, it would seem, 
from this writer’s account, remain where it 
is ; and, then, I take it, the campaign will 
have changed itself into something very 
much resembling a siege, with this pecu- 
liarity, that the beaten and starving party 
will be the besieger. What might be the 
effect of such a siege in other respects I 
shall not here attempt to inquire; but, 
with one thing we may, I think, lay our 
account; and that is, that the food and all 
otiier necessaries, not only for the whole 
of the army, but for the whole of the peo- 
ple of Lisbon and the population within 
the lines, must find its way thither by sea, 
the expences of which I shall leai^ our 
ftnaneiers to estimate,— ^We have been 
told, that along with our army, the whole 
of the people of the country through which 
it passed, took flight, destroying all that 
part of their property' which they could 
not carry away, and laying waste the whole 
country, so that there were no resources, of 
any sort, 1 efi for the enemy. This we were 
told over and over again. W^e were told it 
in all manner of shapes and ways. We had 

it in gross and in detail. Now, if this 

was true, then must the little nook of land, 
which wc still hold, be nearly covered 
with people as close as they can stand one 
by another, all of whom must have their 
food sent them by sea. And, if it was false, 
then has Massena some resources left in 
the country ; and, of course, is able to 
maintain his army at the expence of the 
Portuguese.— The object of sending an 
army to Portugal was to defend that coun- 
try against the French ; it was to proTcetthe 


people of Portugal against the inroads, the 
extortions, and the violence of the French ; 
and, as the only means of doing this, to 
keep the French out of Portugal, or to drive 
them out if they, by any chance, should 
get in. This, as I believe, it will not be 
denied, was the object of the campaign, 
and of the war, indeed, in that country. 
Whether this object is, or is not, likely to 
ho accomplished, it is impossible for me, 
at present, to form an opinion, seeing how 
contradictory are the accounts that we 
have received. If the French should be 
beaten and taken, or if tiiey should be 
again driven out of Portugal, even at sonic 
time hence ; in cither oftheso cases, though 
we may not be able to refrain from re- 
gretting the su#inings of the people in 
Portugal, we shall and must acknowledge 
that the object of the war has, so far, been 
accomplished. But, if neither of these 
should happen ; if the French army should 
not be captured nor compelled to retreat ; 
and, if all Portugal, except one little 
corner, should remain at their mercy ; if 
this should be the case, nhat shall we then 

say^ That the present state of things 

in Portugal can long continue, is, however, 
by no means probable ; for, if we cannot 
march out to the attack, and if Massena can 
remain where he is, it is improbable in the 
highest degree that he should not receive 
reinforcements ; for, as to his communi- 
cation with Almeida being cut off, the ad- 
vance of Drolet has nearly disproved 
the fact. If we wait Hill he receives rein- 
forcements, it will, I think, be attended 
with imminent danger ; so that there ap- 
pears to be no choice, on our part, but 
that of speedy attack or a speedy retreat. 
—Since writing the above, 1 perceive, 
there arc, in the Courier of this evening, 
accounts of Massena’s having begun his 
retreat, after having, for some time, fed 
his army upon suwed horses. 

King’s Illness. In mylast but oile,^t 

page 843, the Bulletins, or olficial Reports, 
of the state of the King's disorder, were 
brought down to the sixth instant, inclu- 
sive. Since that time, the following have 
been issued, all of them dated at Windsor 
Castle, and signed Doctors Willis 
and Reynolds, in addition to the three 
who signed the Reports before— 
Tuesday, Nov. 6, 9 o’clock, p. m.— His 
Majesty has had some sleep, and has 
appeared a little better thoughout this 

«day.” Wednesday, Mw. 7. Hia 

Majesty bad more sleep last night, and ' 
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" eontinu^s fully as well as in any part of | 

" yesterday/^ — Same day, three \ 

o*cluck.— His Majesty is much the same 
** as he was in the morning.'' ^Thurs- 

day, Nov. 8. " His Majesty has had a little 
sleep, and continues nearly in the same 

state as yesterday." Same day. 

Eight o’clock, p. M.— “ His Majesty has 
•• had a considerable degree of fever 
in the course of this day, but has slept 
" since six o’clock, and is now asleep." 
— — Friday, Nov. 9. ** His Majesty had 
•* several hours sleep, and appears rather 

“ better to-day." Same day, 8 o’clock, 

p. M. — “ His Majesty has had several hours 
steep, and h»s continued rather to im- 
prove."— Saturday, Nov. 10.— We 
consider his Majesty, this morning, to be 
** ratiier better than he Iras been for five or 
six days past.”— —^S unday, Nov. 1 1.— 

*' His .Viajesty is stiil a little better this 

mnr?\ ng th.ni he was yesterday. 

Same day, 9 o’clock p. m — His Majesty*^ 
" h.is a litiU more ft vei this evening than 

« he hail in the morning” Monday, 

12 Nov. — Although his Majesty has 
•* pas.setl the night with very little sleep, 
yet he appe ars in no respect worse than 
•• he was yesterday." — Same Day, 8 
o’clock, p. M — His Majesty has had 
** some hours sleep in the course of this 
day ; and upon the whole appears 
belter than he has been since the com- 
mencement of his illness.— — ^Tuesday, 
Nov. 1 3. — His Maje.sty has had little or 
no sleep in the night, but continues as 
*' well as on the two preceding days.— 
From these reports it wouki seem, that the 
melancholy slate of his Majesty remains 
what it was some days back, or not much 
changed for the better since the Parlia- 
ment met, on the 1st instant. If no fa- 
vourable alteration should take place be- 
fore the meeting on Thursday, the Houses, 

1 suppose, will not again separate, except 
from day-to-day, which, as Lord Holland 
suggested, on the first meeting, would 
certaihly have been as well, especially 
when we consider a constant attendance, 
under such circumstances, as a mark of 
the anxiety of the Members, and of the.‘i' 
respect fur the kingly branch of the go- 
vernment. Whatever tends to excite a 

notion, that the kingly office can be dis- 
pensed with, or the functions of it sus- 
pended or diminished or divided*, must 
necessarily be injurious to that branch of 
our government, and, in times so critical 
as the present, may produce very mis- 
ehievous consequences. And, therefore. 


while, on the one hand, no Indecent haste* 
should be discovered to put the exercise* 
of the Royal Authoiity into the hands of 
the Heir Apparent, thercswill, I hope, on 
the other handy be no reluctance disco- 
vered to place it there as soon as it shall 
be found neccssaiy, as soon as plain rea- 
son shall say, that the measure ought no 

longer to be delayed. The state of 

things, at this moment, requires an un- 
common degree of wisdom in their ma- 
nagement. The minds of the people 
are at work. They are observers of all 
that passes. They notice every step. 
Nothing can be hidden from them. And, 
perhaps, on what is done, upon this occa- 
.slon, will, in« a great measure, depend 
their opinions, as to certain great points, 
for the future, and their conduct relating, 
to those points. It is now an ascer- 

tained l^ct, that the nation has been with- 
out a King, capable of attending to busi- 
ness, capable of executing the kingly 
functions, for some time. It is a fact now 
odicially promulgated, that the King has 
been in his most afflicting state for more 
than two weeks ; and, though 1 should 
not like to give my opinion, as to the precise 
time when the kingly authority ought to 
be put into the hands of the Prince of 
Wales, I can have no scruple in express- 
ing my hope, that, while the present state 
of things exists, the .two Houses of Parlia- 
ment will not separate, except from day- 

to-day. 1 agree, that, in every thing 

thaf is said as well as done, the greatest 
possible tenderness should be shewn to- 
wards^the unfortunate Personage, whose 
malady is the cause of the proceedings 
now contemplated as likely to oecome ne- 
cessary. But, at the same time, great 
care should be taken not to let the kingly 
office snfier in the estimation of the peo- 
ple^ by saying or doing any thing that 
shall seem to argue any regret at seeing 
the powers of Royalty approaching the 
hands of the Prince, or by keeping those 
powers from him longer than a manifest 
regard to propriety demands ; because, 
those powers are exercised, not for him- 
self and his family alone, but for the whole 

qf the people of the kingdom. As to any 

associates with the Heir Apparent, no man, 
that 1 have heard of, now thinks of any 
such thing. The answer of the Prince to. 
the Propositions of 1788 has, I imagine, 
left no one unconvinced of the injurious 
tendency of any such scheme ; and, in- 
deed, except in ft pamphlet by tbe elder 
George Rose, pimlished since the death 
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of Mr. PiTt« and {mended to oulogize Ins 
character, 1 have not, for many years 
past, seen any attempt, cither direct or 
indirect, to justify those Phovositions, 
which almost nil men of all parties and 
all sects and descriptions seem to have 
agreed in- regarding not only as injurious 
towards the Prince himself, but as striking 
' at the very root of the Kingly Office and 
Authority. That the King might be ca- 
pable of exercising the functions of Roy- 
alty during his natural life, every man 
would wish ; but, at the same time, that 
there should be as little as possible of sus^ 
pension of the RotJ-al Authority is not less, 
I am convinced, the universal wish of the 
people. , 

W'*. COBBETT. 

State Pt'ison, Newgate, Tuesday, 
November 13, IS 10. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
England.— Thanksgiving Prayer for 
the late abundant Harvest. 

At the Court at fVindsor, the Mth of Oc- 
tober, 1810, present, the King* s Most Excel- 
lent Majesty in Council , — It is this day or- 
dered by his Majesty in Council, that his 
Grace ihe Lord Archbihhop of Canterbury 
do prepare a form of Prayei' and Thanks- 
giving io Almighty (Jod fo: the abundant 
Haixe^t, to be read iunuodiately after the 
General Thank'igiving on Sunday the I8th 
day of November next, and to be con- 
tinued until Sunday the 23th of the same 
month inclusive ; and it is hereby further 
ordered, .that his Majesty's Printer do 
Lorihwith print a conipeti ni number of 
‘ the said form of Pra^^er and Thanksgiving, 
that the same may be forthwith sent round 
and read as above directed in the several 
Churches and Chapels throughout those 
parts of the United Kingdom called Eng- 
land and Ireland.— W. Fawkenek. 

The following is the Form of Prayer and 
Thanksgiving io Almighty God, foi' hi's mercy 
in having vouchsafed to bestow on this nation an 
abundant crop and favourable harvest, to be 
read in all Churches, ifc, on ihe 1 Hih instant, 

O Almighty God ! who openest wide 
thine band, and satisfiest the desire of 
every living thing, we thank Thee that 
Thou bast reserved unto us the appbinted 
Weeks of Harvest, and caused our valleys 
to be covered with Co/ti, — Sustain and 
keep alive in us, we beseech Thee, such 
a sense of Tby bountiful goodness, that 


we forget not in the pride of our hearts, 
the Hand from which every blessing 
flows. It is Thy mercy, O God, that hum- 
blest us in want. It is Thy mercy that 
feedeth us with plcnteousness. Protect 
and cover us, we pray Thee, from the 
abuses of each ; lest we be full, and deny 
Thee, and gay, who is the Lord ; or lest 
we be poor and steal, and take the Name 
of our God in vain. More especially at 
this time dispose us to acknowledge with 
all luirnilit}^ Thy good Providence, in sup- 
plying our wants at the moment of ap- 
proaching necessity, in upholding our cause 
against the increased aggression of our 
enemies, and in coniitiuing 'Thy protection io 
our most gracious Sovereign, the Father of 
his people, and the Dispenser of Thy 
mercies. — These praises and prayers we 
humbly olfer at tbe Throne of Grace, 
through the merits and mediation of out 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 

England. Prayer for the Restoration of 

the King*s Hcahfu 

.At the Council-Chamber, Whitehall, 
the 5lh of Nov. 1810, present the Lords 
of his Majesty's most honourable Privy 
Council. — It is this day ordered by their 
Lordships, that his Grace the Lord Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury do prepare a Form 
of Prayer to Almighty God for the resto- 
ration of his Majesty's health : and it is 
hereby furl her ordered, that his Majesty's 
Printer do forthwith print a competent 
number of copies of tlie said Form of 
Prayer, that the same may be forthwith 
sent round and read in the several churches 
throughout those parts of the United King- 
dom called England and Ireland. Cuet- 

WVND. 

At the Council-Chamber, Whitehall, 
the 6th of Nov. 1810, present, the Lords 
of his Majesty's most Honourable Privy 
Council. — It is this day ordered by their 
Lordships, that every Minister and Preach- 
er, as well of the established Church in that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland, as 
those of the episcopal Communion, pro- 
tected and allowed by an Act passed in 
the tenth year of her late Majesty Queen 
Anne, cap. 7. intituled An Act to pre- 
vent the disturbing those of the episcopal 
Communion in that part of Great Britain 
called -Scotland, in the exercise of their 
religious worship, and in the use of tbe 
Liturgy of the Church of England ; and 
for repealing the Act passed in the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland, intituled An Act against 
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irregular baptisms and marriages/^ do, at this port with 13 Spaniards, who were 
some time during the exercise ot the Di- taken out of the Neptune, coming from 
vine Service in such respective church, Lima, under very peculiar circumstances 
congregation, or assembly, put up their for which the English Captain must be 
prayers to Almighty God for the rcstora- accountable. In the name of my Sove- 
noii of his Majesty’s health. — Chetwynd. reign, I instantly remonstrated with him 
‘ P«AVF.R.-Fom of Praytr for his Ma- ®“ongest terms, that he should de- 

jcstfsRccovejy.^cparcdbyt^ArchMop^ niards, «hibh being complied with, 

r-v’T' ."■“s ‘'■"'r”' i f 


for all Conditions qf Men ; in all Cathedral^ 
Collegiate, and Parochial Churches and Cha^ 
pels in England and Ireland, as soon as the 
Ministers thereof shall receive the same ; and 
■•/o be continued during his Majesty s present 
indisposition, 

O God, who commandest us, wdien we 
are in trouble, to open our hearts, ami to 
tell out our sorrows unto thee in prayer, 
and dost promise to listen with compas- 
sion to our humble supplications, give us 
grcicc so to approach thco, that ive oftciid 
not in word or thought; nut away from us 
every impatient feeling, silence every mi- 
worlhy expression : let not our prayers as- 
sume the language ofcoiiiplninl. nor our. 
sorrows the character of despair. — Upon 
thee, O God, and upon the muItfruJo of 
thy nierciei, we ropose otir gvief. To 
i thee alone we look for that blessing, for 
which our htarU bleed.— liaise, vve im- 
y>Iore thee, our beloved Sovereign from 
the bed of sickness and of pfSiction ; 
soothe his pa^vjital cares; restore him to 
his family, and to his people. — And of thy 


accountable. In the narme of my Sove- 
reign, I instantly remonstrated with hhn 
in the strongest terms, that he should de- 
liver to me the above-mentioned Spa- 
niards, which being complied with, I in- 
stantly placed them at the disposal of the 
Spanish Minister. — The conduct of the 
Captain of the Bedford, with respect to 
the said vessel and men, I entirely disown, 
and am absolutely ignorant how he will 
be able to justify himself with his govern- 
ment, under such delicate circumstances. 
Upon this occasion the detained men shall 
be sent to that^ily, and I beg in the most 
serious manner, that your Excellency will 
overlook the conduct of a mere individual, 
when the character of his nation is at 
stake; and that it may not in the slightc.«st 
mannor disturb the harmony and friend- 
ship winch subsists between the two na- 
tions. — 1 avail myself of this opportunity 
to renew to your Excellency the senti- 
ments of my esteem and respect, and have 
the honour to be, &c. &c. 

C^s'^ri .. — Cormercial Decree qf Jarotnc Na-^ 
puko.i, Wih, Oct, ISIO- 

On inj3peclion of the Imperial Decree 
of the 5tb August of this year, with the 
Tarit annexed of the 5th of August, re- 
specting the Duties on Colonial Produce, 
in pui^uance of the necci^sary Continental 


great mercy, O God ! look down with [)ity 
and compasoion on the accumulated s ar- 
rows of the Royal Family. Give tljera 
strength, and courage, and virtue, to meet 
with pious submission the grievous trial to 
which they are exposed ; and whether it 
shall seem lit to thine unerring wisdom, 
presently to remove from us this great ca- 
lamity, or for a time to suspend it over us, 
teach both them and us patiently to adore 
thy inscrutable Providence, and to bless 
’^thy holy name for ever and ever. — These 
prayers and supplications we humbly ad- 
dress to thy Divine Majesty, in the name, 
and through the mediation of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


System, to put an end to the trade of Eng- 
land : aUd on hearing the Report of our 
Mitiistcr of FitJattces, — We have decreed 
and do decree as follows:— [Here follows 
the arif of 5th of August:] — 2, Our Mi- 
nister of Finance shall have the power to 
enforce this Tarif. — 3.* This Decree shall, 
like that of the 2Gt\i August last, respect- 
ing the confification of Colonial Produce, 
take cfTect upon goods in transit as well 
as in port. 

Fiianck.— C otMwzirafll Decree, Copied from 
the Times Hctcs-paper of the 2, Nov.-^ 
Said to have been received, under date of 
Paris, 19. Oct, 1810, 


Brazils and Buenos Ayres. — Note of 
Lord Strangford to the Junta at the 
River Plate, — Dated Rio Janeiro, Julp 1, 
1810. 

^lis Majesty’s ship Bedford is arrived at 


Art. All Merchandizes of whatever 
description the produce of the Finglish 
manufactories, which are at present in 
France, or in any country (without ex- 
ception) where French troops are station- 
ed, shall be publicly burnt.^Ai t, 2. There 
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Aall every where be established especial 
Coarts of Judicature to detect Smugglers, 
and persons concerned in illicit traffic; 
and to inflict punishment by imprison- 
ment. for a terip not less than three, nor 
more than ten years. — In addition to the 
above articles, there is another which spe- 
cifies the punishment on the Merchant, or 
Smuggler, vu. to be branded on the fore- 
head with the letters V. D. 

SVeden.— LeWer said to have been ViTiiten 
by Bernadotte to the Old Kin;*, upon 
the ncm qf his election bein^ communi- 
cated to him. 

Sire,-— 1 will not attempt to represent 
to your Majesty the feelings by which I 
was pervaded, when 1 understood that a 
nation, highly celebrated in the annals 
of the world, had thought fit to direct 
their attention towards a military cha- 
racter. who owes every thing to the af- 
fection of his country. It will be equally 
diffidult fur me to express my gratitude 
and astonishment at the wonderful mag- 
nanimity with which your Majesty pre- 
sented. as your successor, a person bound 
40 you by no ties. The more your Ma- 
jesty has endeavoured to accomplish this 
object for the Swedish people, the more 
infinite is my gratitude.— I do not conceal 
from myself the extent nor difficulty of 
my duties ; but if 1 can trust to my own 
heart. 1 shall fulfil them. There never 
existed in the soul of a man a more 
powerful spring of action, and never was 
there a happier opportunity presented for 
liim to dedicate his existence to the wel- 
fare of a nation.— As soon as your Ma- 
jesty’s letter was delivered to me by the 
Count Horner. 1 hastened to forward it to 
his Majesty the Emperor and King. He 
was pleased completely to crown his good- 
ness towards roe. by authorising me to be- 
come the adopted son of his Majesty. 
According to what you have been pleased 
to address to me. 1 shall hasten my de- 
parture. to lay at your Majesty’s feet my 
grateful homage, and to make your Ma- 
jesty the depositor of my oath. To this 
day 1 have placed my whole fame and 
character on serving my country, but 
France will. 1 venture to flatter myself, 
assist me in my exertions for the benefit 
of Sweden. She cannot without emotion 
see one of her children destined by the 
voice of a magnanimous people to govern 
a kingdom which has been long numbered 
among her Allies.— 1 am. with profoundest 


respect. Sire,— Your most devoted and 
ob^ient. J. Bernadotte. 

pRUssi.A.. ^Com7nercial Deeree,- ^Berlin, 10 
Oct. 1810* 

We, Frederick William, by the grace- 
of God. King of Prussia. &c. m^ke known 
hereby, that a desire to support the design 
of the general continental system, as it is 
more specifically set forth in the Imperial 
French Decrees, and to accomplish more 
completely the regulations respecting 
commerce, and to carry them fully into 
efTect, has moved us to decree as follows: 
— 1. The commerce of England, and with 
her colonies and independencies, shall be 
governed completely and entirely through- 
out our States by the former decrees and 
regulations for the empire of France. — 2, 
All colonial produce conveyed by sea. 
without respect to its origin, shall be con- 
sidered as belonging to England, and as 
being convieyed for the benefit of her 
merchants.— 3. Ail colonial produce 
coming by sea shall, without respect to 
its having a French license, be subject to 
the duties stated in the following tarif. on 
its conveyance into our territory, whether 
it be derived from prizes taken, ships con- 
fiscated III our ports, or otherwise. — [Then 
follows the tarif of Trianon, but it is added 
that a higher tax upon tea is under consi- 
deration. and will be imposed.] — 4-. 
Those increased duties shall be paid 
upon all colonial produce entering our 
kingdom after the 20th of this month, and 
shall with respect to the produce seized on 
our account be immediately paid by the 
buyer after the sale, and wltli regard to 
goods imported from neighbouring states 
shall be paid by the importer before un- 
loading the vessel. And should the im- 
porter not be able to pay, or give security 
for the same, in such case the goods are To 
be detained under the care of the Custom- 
house.— 5. The laws in favour of inland 
manufactures, with respect to the Con* 
sumption Tax of the raw materia!*, remain 
unaltered ; inasmuch as a higher duty 
upon these only injuries the industry of 
the Continent, and makes the contral and 
trade in English manufactures more pro- 
fitable. Those manufacturers who shall be, 
convicted of disposing of materials received 
for the manufacture, at the lower tax. to 
consumers or tradesmen, shall for ever 
forfeit this privilege ; and moreover, at 
a fine, pay the value of the goods so sold. 
—6. The colonial produce confiscated 
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our ports, which .is either received from 
foreigners, or are by the buyers declared, 
to be for sale to foreign countries, as also 
that which enters from neighbouring 
States into our dominions, not for inland 
use, but for transit, and actually is exported, 
is tree from the new Consumption Duty, 
but remains subject, in all respects, to the 
increased Transit Duty formerly imposed 
upon such produce ; and so long as it re* 
mains in the country, is subject to the 
constant control of the Custom-house Offi- 
cers ; they must, therefore, before they 
are expedited, upon entering into the ter- 
ritory, be examined as to their quality, 
accurately weighed, loaded, and their ac- 
tual export out of the country be attested 
by the proper officer — ^The person ex- 
pediting, or carrier, who does not prove 
the regular delivery of the goods within 
the time allowed by the laws of the Cus- 
toms, is obliged to pay the additional 
amount of the new Consumption Tax. — 
7. Every omission to declare the entry 
of colonial produce at the frontier Custom- 
houses of the country, incurs the confisca- 
cation of the same. Hitherto the Custom 
Laws have not assigned a greater punish- 
ment ; on this footing it therefore re- 
mains.— -Every person is bound to abide 
by this regulation, and our ministers are 
'Commissioned duly to publish the same, 
and to see to their execution, and to watch 
incessantly over the punctual obedience 
to them. 


France.— Distribution of the Forces 
in September, 1810. 

From the Imperial Printing Office at 
Paris, a little work has been issued, under 
the title of" Situation of the troops of the 
French Empire, at the Epoch of the 1st 
of September, 1810.” It comprises a full 
account of all French auxiliary and fo- 
reign regiments in the French service, and 
among others the following: — 

1. French Infantry. — French re- 
giments of the line, each 5 battalions 
strong. Of these 23 are united with 
others, leaving 99. These 99 arc dis- 
posed as follows : ^ 

51 in Spain and Portugal. 

5 in Naples. 

U in Italy and Tuscany. 

4 in Illyria. 

5 in Holland. 

4 in camp before Boulogne. 

12 in Germany with the division of 
Friaiat, Gudin, and Morand ; 32 regiments 


of light infantry, of 6 battalions, 5 of 
which are incorporated with others, leav- 
ing 27 thus situated ; 

1 in Spain. 

6 on the roatl thitlier. 

3 ill Germany. 

2 in Illyria. 

1 in Naples. 

10 Provisional half brigades on the 
way to Spain. 

4 Provisional regiments of various kinds. 
They make the second division of the rear 
guard of the army of Spain. 

2. French Cavalry. 

2 Carbine regiments in France. 

1 4. Cuirassier Regiments ; 4 in Germany. 

I in Spain, the remainder in France. 

30 Dragooi\ regiments ; 25 in Spain. . 

28 Chasseur regiments ; I in Germany. 

5 in Italy. 

3 in Holland. 

•2 in Naples. 

3 in Italy. 

9 in Spain. 

2 in Illyria. 

1 before Boulogne. 

I I Hussar regiments (the 1 1 th was 
formerly Dutch.) 

6 in Spain. 

1 in Italy. 

1 in Hofland. 

1 in Germany. 

1 Provisional regiment of light horse in 
Spain. 

10 Provisional dragoon regiments of' 
6 or 8 companies, and two squadrons in 
Spadn. 

2 Provisional Chasseur regiments of 5 
comp8nies in Spain. 

3. Impsbial Allied Troops at pp.esent 
IN Spain. 

Swiss, 

4 Regiments of the line. 

1 Waltsor battallbn. 

1 Neufchatel battalion, with 

1 Company of Artillery. 

Italian, 

2 Light Infantry regiments. 

5 Regiments of the line. 

2 Squadrons Napoleon Dragoons. 

2 Ditto Royal Jagers. 

I Regiment of Artillery on foot. 

1 Company of Artillery on horseback. 

5 Companies of Artillery Train. 
Neapolitan, 

1 Light Regiment. ^ 

2 Regiments of the Line Infantry. 

2 Regiments of Horse Jagers. 

Rhenish, 

1 Regiment of Infantry (two batulionv.) 
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» Saden> 

I Cojijpany of Artillery and Train. 

1 Regiment of Infantry. 

Hes^e Darmstadt^ 

1 Company of Ihfantry. 

^ Regiments of Ditto. 

Nassau^ 

1 Squadron of Horse Jagcrs. 

3 Regiments of Infantry. 

^)axon, 

1 Regiment of Infantry. 

Wurtzburgh, 

I Battalion from Frankfort, Walduck, 
Schwartzburg, Radolstadt, Sanderhauseri, 
Lippe Detmald, Lippe Buckburgh, and 
Reuss, 1 Company from each. 

Warsaw, 

3 Regiments of Infantry. .‘• 

1 Company of Sappers. 

Dutch, 

2 Regiments of Infantry of the Line. 

1 Squadron of Hussars. 

2 Companies of Artillery. 

1 Company of Train. 

1 Company of Miners. 

Westphalia, 

3 Regiments of Infantry of the Line. 

1 Battalion of Light Infantry. 

1 Company of Foot Artillery. 

J Regiment of Horse Jagers. 

Duchy of Berg, 

3. Regiments of Infantry, 

1 Company of Artillery and Train. 

Then follow a List of the Regiments of 
Foreign troops, of about 30 Legions, or 
59 Squadrons, and Gens d^Armerie. It 
gives the names of six Inspecting Gene- 
rals, 36 Sub Inspecting Generals, 51^ Com- 
missary-Generals, 436 Commissaries of 
War. ■ 

Switzerland.-— in the dif- 
ferent Cantons for *the sequestration of 

English and Colonial Goods.-^22d Oct. 

1810. 

The Government of Fribourg ordered, 
on the 1 5 tb of October, the sequestration 
of English and colonial merchandize, the 
confiscation of the former, and the levying 
of the duties fixed by tarif on all the co- 
lonial produce at present in the canton, 
or which shall enter it in' future.*— Similar 
measures were taken on the same day by 
the Government of Soleure, and it has or- 
dered that no depot of colonial produce 


be permitted bn the frontiers of France. 
— In the canton of Sc llalf hausen all Eng- 
lish and colonial goods have been ordered 
to be placed in depots. Every person 
who wishes to get away colonial produce 
from the magazines, where it is deposited, 
must pay the duties conformably to the 
tarif. — 'fhe government of Vaud Iws sub- 
jected all colonial produce to a tarif, and 
has prohibited every depot of that com- 
modity on the frontiers of France.— The 
canton of St. Gall ordered, on the Iftih of 
October, that all English merchandize 
should be sequestrated and confiscated; 
that colonial produce should be seques- 
trated and subjected to a tarif— The go- 
vernment of Thurgau adopted tlie f ame 
measures on the same day. — ^That of Uti 
has ordered the sequestration of colonial 
produce; there was no English merchan- 
dize in that canton. — ^The Lower Under- 
wald has adopted the same measures. — 
The Grand Council of the exterior Rhodes 
of Appenzell, was convoked on the 10th, 
for the purpose of adopting .similar reso- 
lutions.— On the 15th, the government of 
the Grisons had already orilered the de- 
claration of all the colonial produce to be 
lound in that canton. — The measures 
taken by the Cantonal Governments could 
not be simultaneous, because they lie at 
very diilerent distances from the Central 
Government; but all of them adopt suc- 
cessively the same resolutions.— A Com- 
mission appointed by M. the Laiidain- 
nian is employed ^bout the means of 
maintaining in Switzerland the system 
which has been adopted. — M. the Lan- 
daninian has invited all the Cantonal Go- 
vernments to cause an account to be 
taken of all the colonial merchandize in 
Switzerland, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing such as belongs to foreign merchants* 
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** Sir Francis ^iinlett agreed in ^Imoit all the sentiments of Uic Honourable Gentleman (Mr. \Vhit> 
** bread) who had just spoken ; but he could not content himself with merely stating his opinion as a 
protest against the course proposed by Ministers, but he felt it to be his^duty to divide the House upon 
the question. He conceived that course to be so indecorous and insulting to the House, tliat he would 
** betray hi^ duty to it if lie consented to any compromise. If he had had any notice of the meeting oC 
** Parliansent on the last day, lie should have felt it his duty to have attended in his place, and to have 
** made 8<>iiie observations respecting the necessity of providing for the due maintenance of the executive 
power, without which there could be no legitimate Ooveraaieat in tlie country. It would be' a danger- 
** ous thing, indeed, to teach such a lesson to the people, as to make them believe that the executive 
** Government was merdy a farce ; that the kingly oflloe was not necessary ; and that all the functions 
of it might, without iqjiiry to tlie public, be duicbarged by the Ministers. There wa^i no doctrine 
** .which could possibly bring (bo kingly office into greater contempt. What could be worse than placing 
the crown upon a cushion, and leaving all its pterogatives and attributes to the pleasure of Ministers f 
Ho felt, in common with all his Majesty’s subjects, .deep sorrow fur the calamity with which he was 
afflicted, a calamity which bad now visited him for the second time ; but however much he felt for 
** the King, as a man, he felt still more for the calainities, and peritS. and dangers of the country.** 
Speech in the House of Commons. 15th Nov. 1810. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

CoBN Crops, Bread. Phayrr. 

Reader, in my last Number, at pa^e 919. 

1 inserted tUe Order of the King's Privy 
Cauncil. which is dated on the 17th of 
October, and at issuing, or. rather making 
of which Order the King himself is said to 
have, been present. This Order, as you 
will have seen, commands his Grace the 
Lord Archbishop of Canterbuiy to pre- 
pare a Form of Prayer and Thanksgiving 
to Al mighty God for the ABUNDANT 
HARVEST. Then follows the Prayer, as 
it has been published in all the news- 
papers. and in ihd Prayer. God. through 
the merits and mediation of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, is thanked for 
having caused our valleys to be covered 
xvith com. The first day appointed for the 
using of this Prayer, in the Churches, is 
the 18th instant; and. as you. reader, 
may. perhaps, be just going to Church or 
coming from Church ; as you may. pos- 
sibly, be just going to say. or just come> 
from saying the Prayer, at the moment 
you will open this Register. 1 shall endea- 
vour to avail my self of this sober and serious 
state of your mind, and to impress upon 
that mind some useful trvLths qpon the 
subject of the Corn Crops and the Mce of 
Bread.— late, enormous has been the 
abuse, heaped upon me. for having, in the 
.Vnopth of June last, given it as.iny opinion. 1 
that the crop of corn generally, and ofj 
wheat in particular, would be vesy short, 1 
and. of course, that corn and bread would | 

J p very dear. -The article to Which 1 

ara refer, will be found in Vol. XVIL 


1930 

onderthe date of 23d of June, and at page 
935. 1 had. in a former article, at page 

880. given mv reason for this opinion, 
namely, that hundreds and thousands of 
acres of wheat had been ploughed up, and 
that a great deal of what remained un- 
ploughed up was so thin upon the ground, that 
half a crop was) not to be expected front 
it* And. in my article of the 23rd of 
June. 1. upon these, and other grounds 
that were stated, said : From America, 
*• then, nothing of any consequence caa 
'Vhe expected ; and the question is, 
** whether Buonaparte will, or will not. 

permit corn to he sent from the Baltic to 
•^•England: if the former.- the price may 
" p^iibly be kept a little down ; but. if 
•• hd^oes not permit us to get corn from the 
" Baltic, my sincere opinion is that wheat 
will be 30 shillings a bushel, and tha 
" quartern loqf half « crown before Christ-- 
was.”~5)upposing this opinion to 
have been wholly erroneous, and founded 
upon false grounds. Supposing that it 
had not been at all warranted by the then 
appearances. Still, it was. as*Mr. Ar- 
thur Young has observed, in his letter 
to me, published in the present volume, 
at page impossible that the publish- 
ing of the opinion could do any harm; 
^nd, Mr. Young adds, that he was glcd to 
see my apprehensions in print. So far, how- 
,ever, were the venal prints from being of 
Mr. Young's way of thinking, that they 
not only repres,entLed the publication of 
my apprehensions as fiischievous in itself, 
but ae proceeding from- a desire ip n^e 
com and bread dear, and thereby to injure 
the fwopla of this country, produua 

^9 
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distress nnd misery amongst them; for- 
getting, in the heat of their charity, or 
notlieing aware, that very few men would 
be greater sufterers from this cause than 
mvijelf.-— — ^But, in^what was my opinion 
so very erroneous ? Any man may be 
deceived by appearances ; and I am not 
at all anxious about the fate of my opinion 
Upon this matter; yet, as so much as been 
said about it, in the venal prints in every 
part of the kingdom, it seems no more 
til an due to myself, and I am sure it is 
due to the public, to inquire a little how 
far 1 was ^'molded in the opinion that 1 

gave. It will, 1 think, be allowed, that 

I have never set myself up as a conjurer: 
At least, lam quite sure, that it will be 
allowed, that these Venal •Gentlemen 
have never allowed me to possess any 
powers of penetration beyond those which 
fall to the share of mortals in general. 
This being the case, it is, 1 think, fair to 
say, that my opinion of the Q‘U\ of June 
must be tried by the appairanccs of the 
Crops at that time ; and, as 1 saw a great 
part of the wheat fields without any straw 
in them, and naturally concluded, that 
the quantity of wheat would be in pro- 
portion to that of the straw, my opinion 
was, that the quantity of wlieat would be 
very short.— -Now, what was the re- 
sult ; W hat does the High Ih iesl of the 
Venal Tiibe, the Morning Post writer; 
what does he say was the result ? How 
does his description of the crop agree, or 
disagree with iny opinion of the 23d of 
June ? I am now about to quote what lie 
said, in his paper of the 1 2/A of Sept^nber, 
and what, indeed, was said by almost all 

the news- papers in the kingdom. 

** We have tiiisday the happiness ofeon- 
'' gratuhuing the people of the United 
'^Kingdom on a fact ,\vhi<;h allbrds the 
" most unequivocal testimony of the sa- 
tisfactory state of the harvest, the price 
** of Bread hrx? been lov/ere*! five-pence 
hi the Peck Loaf. NVh.itwill those leise 
'• and good men say. now, those pure pa- 
trtG‘^ whoso seduloasly sent forth the 
comfortable assurance that the quartern 
“ loaf would be at halfc-crown bj/ Christ- 
« mas, and who did all they could, un- 
« hickily too, not without some success, 
•* to raise it as high as it would go, by 
propagating exaggerated and ground- 
“ less alarm in the mean time. We have 
now had three successive weeks of fine 
«' weather, during which the far greater 
" part of the corn has been saved. The 
** produce is evefy where great. Of the 
'' last year’s crop, it required the produce 
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'' of 90 to 100 wheat-sheaveson the average, 
to make a bushel ; wiiercas that quantity 
‘Ms obtained in the present year /row 50 
« to 60 sheaves. Barley and Oats are 
“ equally oAMndanf.”— Now, if this was 
true, what need have I of any more to justi- 
fy, fully justify, my opinionofthc 23d of 
June ? What was [ to judge from' but 
from the then appearances f What was I 
to judge from but the quantity of straw 
upon the ground ; that is to say, from the 
quantity of sheaves that' there was likely to 
be ? How was I to knofw, and how was I to 
imagine that each sheaf and each ear 
would produce nearly twice as much corn 
as each sheaf and ear of the preceding 

crop? Thus, upon the shewing of the 

Venal Writers ihem^elves ; upon iheii 
own acknowledgments; upon their own 
distinct and unqualified asset tions, rny 
opinion was not only not greatly crrc'neous, 
but it was wonderfully correct ; for if the 
sheaf of this year had yielded no more 
than the sheaf of last year, the quartern loaf 
would, even at this time, liave sold at 
half a crown, at least, seeing that, with 
the nearly double yielding of the 
sheaf, that loaf now sells at one shilling 
and three jyence halfpenny. I'he venal w ri- 
ters are thus answered, then, without any 
further ado. They are twisted tip in 
a web of their own weaving; and I might 
here safely leave them to the contempt 
of the public.—— -But, besides the very 
favourable change in the crops, wliich 
no human foresight cQuld be expected to 
reach, these candid Gentlemen appear to 
have wholly forgoltcn, that 1 attached a 
condition to iny opinion of high price, 
namely, that Buonaparte should no/ penm*/ 
any^enrn to be exported from the Baltic to 
England. It was upon this condition that 
my opinron of the price, in some measure, 
depended ; and, it is perlectly notorious, 
that many thousands of quarters have been 
imported every week from that time, to (he 
present day. It is not less notorious, that 
the price of corn and of bread has been 
kept down by these importations. Nay, 
1 believe, that there can be no doubt at 
all, that, 'if tlie importations were now to 
stop, the price w'ould be very greatly aug- 
mented, if it did not attain (in spite of th« 
double producing sheaves) the height that 
1 predicted, on the condition of a stoppage 
to importation. Let us, however, ad- 

mit, that, contrary to my opinion and my 
expectations, the harvest has been abundant; 
' and, then, that opens to us, in spite ufbur- 
selves, another view of the subject, much 
more interesting to the public than any 
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tiling can be^ which relates either to my 

judgment or my wishes, The harvest 

has now, by the highest authority, been 
thought ; nayj it has been declared and 
rod aimed, to have been abundant ; and, 
y the performance of the most solemn 
act ; the people, the whole nation, arc to 
join in ratifying the fact, in the form of an 
appeal to the Searcher of Hearts. This 
fact, therefore, 1 shall now take to be in- 
dubitable. I shall take it to bo as impos- 
sible to be questioned, as the fact of the 
Sun^s giving light. But, at the same 
time, it is not a fact better proved ; it is 
not a fact more certain ; it is not a fact 
less to be questioned, than is the fact, that 
great importatioin of corn have been all the 
year and are still going on. Whence in- 
evitably results one of two things, cither 
that these importations arc not necessary 
for the supplying this nation with bread, 
and, of course, ought not to be permitted 
to drain away our remaining gold, in which 
this corn is paid for ; or, that England is 
brougiit to such a pass, that, even when 
there is an abundant harvest, a harvest so 
abundant as to call for an order from the 
government for the people to return ’par- 
ticular thanks (o Almighty God on ac- 
count of such abundance ; aye. that 
England is brought to such a pass^ that, 
even in times of her greatest internal 
abundance, she stands in need of the a’d 
of foreign countries, countries now at tlie 
nod of her implacable enemy, to supply 

her people with ht;cad. As this is a di- 

lemina, which the Venal Gentleman of the 
Morning Post seems not to have foreseen, 
it is but fair to leave him to time to 
choose the horn on w hich he shall be ex- 
hibited ; and, in the meanwhile, reader, 
we will take a look at what he said, on the 
13/A of September, about tlic propriety of a 
Prayer upon this occasion. — We are 
'' ever ready to oiler up our prayers to 
the Almighty whilst sutlering under the 
immediate pressure of mi^foflune: when 
we want rain or sunshine, we appoint 
Fast Days to interest Divine Providence 
in our behalf, and to entreat that he 
would bestow upon us whatever our im- 
•• mediate necessities point out to us as be-* 
** ing essentially necessary towards pros- 
** perity, or that he would avert some 
threatened calamity. But when our 
*• prayers are heard, and our wants sup- 
plied, even to prqfusion, how ve!Vy nogli- 
•• gent we are in acknoivledging the bless- 
** ing, and in ofiering up bur thanksgiving 
** to tha Giver of all good for his merciful 
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mterfcrence.— -1 am led into these re-, 
flections by observing the plentiful and 
very excellent appearance qf the present 
harvest; and there are few thiners have 
given me more pleasure than being told 
by an aged gleaner, that she and her 
« little daughter had, with ease, th.s sea- 
" son, gleaned as much wheat as would 
supply her with four bushels of cxcel- 
lent flour. Last year she scarcely 
'' gleaned haf the quantity, and that not so 
‘‘good; the best of the corn was of an 
“ inferior quality, but that which was left 
" by the reapers, was scarcely worth the 
“ labour of gathering, particularly as the 
“ heavy rains which fell after the corn 
“ was cut, and before it was taken in, ex* 
“ posed thf scattered heads to be almost 
“ entirely destroyed ; not only aflurding 
“ a smaller quantity of flour, but of an 
“ unwholesome quality. This year, on the 
“ other liand, the very worst of the heads 
“ of corn are well filled, and the gleaners 
have been able to gather it in excellent 
condition, from the long continuation 
“ of dry w'eather after the corn was cut.— 
“ Th's appears to mo so important a 
*‘ blessing, that if our hearts do noi expand 
with gratitude, we are unwmthy the Divine 
^favour; and 1 do conceive that wc are 
“ called upon to ofier up our ptaises and our 
“ thanksgivings in the niost public and solemn 
“ manner Of thisopinion the govern- 

ment appear to have been, and, accord- 
ingly, in about a month afterwards, the 
Prayer was, as we have seen, ordered. Ac- 
quiescing then,intbis opinion, and coiUinu- 
ing of course, to take the premises asindu- 
bitaolc, let me now beg the reader to look 
at the actual prich of the quartern loaf. This 
price is Ij. This, then, is the price 

at a season of .abundance ; just after the 
close of an abundant hai'vest ; and on 
the very day appointed for a General 
Prayer and Thank ^giving for that abundant 
harvest. This is the price, wiiich the 
people of England have now to pay in 
times of plenty; a price at which 12. shil- 
lings, which is about the average of the 
country labourer’s wages, will purchase 
about 9 \ quartern loaves, rather less 
than 42 pounds of bread,* which, sup- 
posing the labourer’s family to cousin of 

* Weight of Bread according to Law. 


lbs. oz. dr. 

The Peck Loaf I7 6 0 

The Half-peck Loaf 8 11 .0 

The Quartern Loaf , 4 ft 

The Half-quartern Leaf 2 2 12 

2G2 
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4 persons, 2 children besides the man and I 
his wife, will give each of them 1 | pounds I 
of bread a day, supposing them to want 
neither meat, drink, clothing, lodging, or Jire ; 
and, if you give the labourer 15 shillings a 
week, he has 3 shillings left tor all these 

purposes. Well, but how stands the 

matter if viewed in the way of com- 
parison ? The quartern loaf is now 
Jr. 3d. and we take the fact for certain 
that this is a season of abundance; what, 
then, would the price be, if this were a 
season of scarcity f But. to our com- 
parison. This is a year of abmdance^ and 
of so great abundance as to call for a ge- 
neral Thanksgiving. Now, in the year 
1792 (that is to say, by the by, the year 
before the war against the “ Jhcobini'* of 
France began) the average price of the 
quartern loaf, during the whole year, was 
6d, i, much less than half of what the 
price now is. Sec Political Register, 1 Ith 
August, 1S04, Vol. VI. page 239, where 
there is a statement of the average price 
of the quartern loaf for every year for 
more than half a centwy back,— ‘In the 
year 1792, when the price of the quartern 
loaf, during the year, was only 6d there 
was not, I believe, any Prayer and Thanks- 
giving on account of an abundant harvest ; 
whence we may fairly conclude, that the 
abundance was not so very great and con- ' 
spicuous as it is now ; and, how arc we, 
then, to account for the difference in the 
pace qf ike loaf? If we allow, that this 
season is not more plentiful than that of 
1792, still we are to account for this 
amazing diH'erence in the price ; sC dif- 
ference of about one fourth more than half 
The price is now about one fourth more than 
double of what it was in 1792. How are 

we to account for this } The Morning 

.Post accounts for it as arising from./raaeI 
and 70guay of various sorts, and seems to 
wish to see the price lowered by some 
species of force, or, at least of summary 
justice. There are four articles, which 
baveappeared in tjiis print, since the iitlwn- 
siaiit inclusive, which I shall here insert, 
and to which I beg the reader’s alteniion. 

^The first, that of the 8lh instant, was in 

the following words : ** We are happy 

** to find that the worthy Lord Mayor has 
attended to cur recommendation upon this 
** subject. A small reduction, a farthing in 
the quartern loaf, takes place this day in 
*«the price of bread. We understand that 
^ the Lord Mayor, upon a consideration of 
** the usual returtis, and a comparison of 
" tlie relative prices of wheat ,iuid flour. 
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would have felt himself justified in reducing 
" the assize sevcnpence in the peck loaf, 

** The quartern loaf vVould then have 
been sold for fourteen pence. Upon 
" a representation however, from the 
" bakers, that hundreds of them must 
'' be ruined by so sudden and excessive a 
'' fall (most of them having laid in their 
^ stock at an exorbitant price), and that 
in the ensuing w eek bread would again 
** rise, his Lordship was obliged to relin^ 

** ^uisk his benevolent determination. The 
interview betw^een his Lordship and the 
" bakers lasted for nearly two hours ; in 
the course of which his liOrdship shew- 
ed that he was fully acquainted w ith the 
artifices by which the price of bread ha I 
been kept up, and that he was determined 
‘‘ to frustrate them. There has not been so 
great a disproportion for the last 34 
" years between the prices of wheat and 
meal as at present. The bakers pre- 
tended to account for the enormous 
price of the latter by the w^ant of water 
ill the early part of the summer to work 
'Mhe mills; an excuse which the Ixird 
Mayor very properly remarked they 
** certainly had no pretext for assigning 
'' for some time past. The zeal and abi- 
lity with whicri his Lordship has taken 
** up this very important subject, afiord a 
« well-grounded hope that Me which 
“ have Contributed to keep up the price of 
" bread will be checked at least, if not 
** wholly removed before he retires from 

office.” ^The reader will do well to 

guard himself against the belief of any 
part of what is here said to have proceed- 
ed from the Lord Mayor, of which the 
writer of the Morning Post could know n<» 
more than any one of Mr. Perceval’s 
coachmen, or, indeed, one of his coach- 
horses. It is all fiction from the beginning 
to the end ; for, though the Lord Mayor 
is what he is here described to be, be i« 
not less just and considerate towards the 
sellers than he is towards the buyers ol 
bread ; and he know^s as well as any mail 
living, that, to attempt to force prices 
downwards is, in reality, to force them up^ 
•wards \ because, to the real current vaiue 
of the article you thereby add the charge 
for risk from popular violence and the cer- 
tainty of pc^u/ar odium, which no man will 
encounter voluntarily.— On the 9tli in- 
stant tl\e same writer resumed the subject 

thus : 1 find it to he a fact, that 

" there are people in the market who 
combine in their own persons the triple 
" character of Factor, Miller, and Baker; 


POLITICAL REGISTER.— Corn Crops, Bread, Prayer. 



937J NOVEMBER 17, 1810.— 

naVf that it has become as common for 
'' millers to take bakers' shops, and put in 
** their own servants, as it is for brewers to 
*« take public houses ! and the same con- 
sequences will always follow, namely, 
a bad article at a loio price. But even 
<• when bond Jide sales of flour are made, it 
is a common trick to deliver false in- 
voices, and charge 5s, or Cis. a sack more 
than is actually paid ! Sometimes a 
sack or two of remarkably fine flour for 
Confectioners may be sold at a very 
high price, and this h foisted in to aug- 
** meiit the average price, although it is 

** not Jit for bread at all.** ^To the next 

paragraph, stupid and brutal as it is, I so- 
licit the particular attention of the public, 
that public who have so long heard this 
same venal print talking of the coarsaieu 
and vulgarity of others ; and, 1 take this 
occasion to observe, that this charge of 
coarseness and vulgarity is never prefer- 
red, except as the means of throwing dis- 
reputation upon truth. ^The paragraph 

makes part of a letter, evidently written 
byj the editor himself, under the feigned 
title of a letter from a poor unfortunate 
creature, now in London, called the 
Hottentot Venus," to Lord Grin- 
WELL," meaning Lord Grenville. The 
paragraph is as follows, from the Morn- 
ing Post of the 9th instant. Dere 

many good tings in dis country ; pleii- ^ 
ty money and plenty to eat ; de worst 
is the bread so dear ; dey charge great 
''deal for small lOaf^ dis very bad, as 
" plenty of corn ; must be bad rogues 
*' somewhere. Hang de rascals or pillory^ 

" as toder day in de Hay market. People 
" tell me Marc look into it ; if Mare look 
" into it, vthy he no lower de bread more den 
" penny when ought to Jail sevenpence, Dey 
"say baker bread -men be ruined if do, 

" 'cause dey buy much flour at high 
" price ; whose fault dat ? dey no ob- 
liged to run before market; dey buy 
" whep high, tinking it will be great deal 
** more dear^ Dey fools to believe dat 
" Hot Cobhett and speculate. What bu- 
" siness dey speculate ? Me link Mare 
" ought to say, " If you baker bread-men 
" gamble, must take consequence ; you no 
" business to speculate if can’t aiford to 
" run risk. What de Devil right have you 
to expect de Public to sufler because 
" you tools ? If ruined serve yoy right. 

No tell me., bread ought not fall die 
" week, 'cauitkmust rise next, better say 
will be dear next year, so ought be 
" sold at half-crown dis. If you out in 
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" calculations like de Newgate bird, you is 
" de peoples dat should softer, and not de 
" poor honest hard workman, so no dam 
" nonsense, lower de qaartern loaf.*’ Dat 
" me link should be said by Mare— IVIy 

" Lord, your sarvant," Now, reausir, 

when you have had the patience to read 
this through, I beg you, either before or 
after you have been to the Prayer and 
Thanksgiving, to consider soberly of the 
tendency of the print in which it was 
published. 1 beg you to consider what 
sort of persons those must be, who, 
in any way whatever, and in any degree 
however small, contribute towards the 
support or encouragement of such a, 
publication.^ And, I put it to your good 
sense, to your sense of propiiety and, 
your regard for decency, whether it b« 
not your duty to do all that in you lies to 
put down a thing so offensive to pablk 
morals and so directly tending to the de- 
struction of even the forms of law and of 
justice. This paragraph, you will ob- 

serve, is taken from a print, known by 
the name of the " Fashionable World's^* 
news-paper. This is the print, which ad- 
dresses itself more immediately to the 
Fashionable part of this Metropolis ; and, 
if we are to judge of the readoi's by what 
they read, what are we to think of them ? 
What are we to think of that father of a 
family, who can admit such a publication 
within his doors ? Can we regard such a 
man us worthy of respect, or, indeed, as 
fit^for the society of people of honourable 

minds ? Our country is, in many re- 

speefs, under a cloud; but, in no way what- 
ever is it so much disgraced and disho- 
noured as by these venal writers ; men 
without talent; men who do what no talent, 
even of the very humblest sort, would sub- 
mit to ; the miferable instruments of 
MEANNESS, MERCENARINESS, and 
MALIGNITY, Talk of wo enlightened 
people ! Amongst what people upon earth, 
but this, would such a print be suifered to 
exist, much less be encouraged and sup- 
ported ? We left this writer cursing, ou 

the 0th, be not surprized, therefore, if you 

find him praying on the 14tli. " Yes- 

" terday the Lord Mayor inspected the 
" Meal -weighers' Reports, and ordered 
the price of Bread to be continued at 
" }s. 3|d. the quartern loaf of wbeaten, 
•'and Is. 2d. household.— Every week 
“ serves more and more to prove that the 
" most extensive iniquitous proceedings 
" must be resorted to by the dealers iu 
" flour to keep up the price of that article. 
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and thereby mock the bounttf and blessings 
** of I Providence t so eminently l)es!o\ved 
upon the land in the late ahundmt hatreat. 
It is most vexaiioHs and tiii lanclioly to 
rontemplate, thai while we are in oui 
** prayers returnin'^ thanks to Heaienfor its 
** distinf^uUicd favour m this rc^pect, and tin; 
" price ol’ wheal coiiiinues almost every 
niarkt’f day to f.tll, the price of flour, by 
wliich thai of bread is regulated, should 
** thus ini(piiiousfy be kepi up, in sinful dc~ 
•* fiance of the luanijold b’mnty and mercy of 
(w)d Tile w. ;ihy Lord iM!i\'or must, 
\vc arc persuaded, feel as much i>»iovcd 
** on tins occasii)]! as ourselves, and we 
•* have no diUibt that he will use every 
‘'means, whivli the extent tf his hi^li 
'' ofl'ice allbrd**, of correcting so cryinj^ an 
“ evdt and doing j2/s//cr to the Pubbe, who 
" lo<»k to him with confidence for red) css, 
" as far as redress is in liis power/’ — ‘Flus 
caps the climax of craft, cam, ami cajo- 
lery, in which trijde quality this wriicr 
excels all Ins lellow-lahourers, though 
they arc, l)y no means few in number. 1 
put It to you, reader, whether there ever 
was, at any former peiiod, either in Kug- 
land or a iy other countiy, an instance of 
such de^piea' le cant sucdi miserable ri- 
baldiy. such buhl and barofated balder- 
dash, It .vi ’g met with encouragement and 
suppoit * ' fiv’, 1 put to you if you be one 
of its Mipporteis, whether you act the pait 
of a man ^ ith . / of honour or of sense. In 
many puhbcuMens in .'Vmf.uica 3^011 meet 
with what is roic^h, and, il you will, very 
coarse. A gr^at -!eal of ludentss •yime- 
times; a neglect of manntrs. But, 
amongst all this, j on are sure to lind wit, 
or ur»Ui)u-H, or valuable fact; you are 
sure to hnd something or other for the 
rnind lo rest ura.n with ^atisfactioii ; while, 
in the Venal p* i>ts in Fmgland, you find 
hypoCMsy, tut'-bood, ;ind toohiy, unre- 
lieved by even a fiausieni gleam of any 
tli'.n:' b, speaking the possession of intei- 
lecM, by any thing, which, for a moment, 
can ii.ak'* you doubt, that, in the mind of 
the writer, the onlv" struggle iii beUvecn 
jgnmance j,,c] tm pilude ; and, you, at last. 
Jay down the paper, revolving in your 
miiicl, whctlier lie be too great a fool to 
be a knave, or luo gie t a knave to be a 

fool. In di ^mis'cino this subject, I shall, 

I am pcr'^iiaded, be excused for just notic- 
ing tlic ebapje, tb a 1 was iu luccil to en- 
deavour to raise the price oCcorn for thesake 
of Ac/Z/wg my own the dearer. The fact is. 
that I never had but thitiy ove acres of 
V. heat in my life ; and 1 have not, this 
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year, more than enough fur the consump- 
tion of my own house. Add to this, that, 
if wheat be dear, all the articles necessary 
in the support of a family are clear in pro- 
portion ; while, as the public must well 
know, my publications have di fixed price ; 
.so ihar, I'roin the dearness of wheat and of 
brtail, [ am sure to be a loser. 1 have said 
this ill Older to remove an^^ little doubt 
that may', from a long string of imanswcr- 
ed kil>l!0©ds, have been imliibeii by per- 
.sonseniiihd to my respect ; and f.r the 
bin her reasun of bringing my friends, who 
do iK.l know me personally, 10 as near an 
Hi qu lint.ince as i t an wiili all that belongs 
to me and my allhirs. 

PlUUT.LDINGS IN PAIILI AMENT. Kint^* $ 

7////C4.S. —Agreeably to the a 'jouinmi nt <jii 
tile 1st instant, as stated at page b'22, ihc 
two Houses met (»n the 15 b instant, in 
both Houses, the Ministers moved for an- 
other adjournrneni to the '2.ith instant, 
which motions were linallv carried; but, 
not. ivithout some dobaie, uliieh debate is 
of a nature to call for our particular notice. 
„i.b, the HOUSE or LOKDS, the 
Lord (.’h \NChLi.oii (liMun), afier some 
preliminaiy matter, said : This is the 

" unanimous opinion (I am anxious to stale 
" their own words) m»t onlj: of the phy- 
“ sicians then in attendance, but of those 
" whose care has since been thrown around 
" bis Maje.sty, and is given w ith as much 
'' cei as can be^ attached to prog- 

iiustics upon medical subjects. Those 
“ pby'-.icians al.so who now attend Ins Ma- 
'' jesty^ and who attended his Majesty on 
*• a former indisposition, state, that they see 
'* in the pix^ntt state of his Majesty, all the 
" symptoms of approach towards recovery, 
** and none of the symptoms which indicate 
** the deify of recovery. Upon the state- 
"muit which I made on the 1st of this 
“ month, one of your Lordships moved to 
adjourn for fourteen days, the sliorlc.st 
period within which Parliament can by 
ioW he assembled upon any emergency 
“ for the dispatch of business: your Lord- 
'' .ships arc now assembled in pursuance 
'' of that aiijournmcnt, and it is for the 
" House to determine what course it is 
proper to pursue. Under the circum- 
stances which 1 have stated, / trust in 
" God from the favourable symptoms qf his 
** Majesty* s indisposition, that there will he 
** no necessity for the adoption of any proceed^ 
ing by this [louse to supply the defect of tite 
'* RoyiU authority, and J may be allowed 
" to express my opinion, that the nioH 
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•' delicate and proper inode of proceodttig 
" in the present instance, would be to ad- 
“ journ for fourteen days ** — This motion 
he then made, and this motion was second- 
ed Lord Moika upon the ground, as 
stated l»y him, that no public injury was 
likely to arise from the delay proposed. 

-"Lord Grenville ^aid, that the House 

ouglit to have had laid before it something 
in the shape of evidence of the improved 
slate of the King's liealih, and not to bo 
called upon to act upon the bare word of 
any indiviilnal, hovvi ver rosj)ecti)ble tlial 
individual might be. Ik* did not, how- 
ever, oppose the mrstion for the adjourn- 
ment. Earl Stanhope consented to 

the adjournment for the purpose of giving 
ample time for the Scotch and Irish mem- 
bers to arrive and take part in the discus- 
sions; but he protested against it upon 
any other giound, and begged the Iloiue 
to recollect, that the paiiiament was 
not a parliament without, tlic King, 
and without being asseml'letl under 
Ins anthoiity. The iv\i;L of Liver- 

pool and the Duke of Noiifjek each said 
a few words. I’ho Ibimer in favourof, 
and tlie latter did not object to the mo- 
tion.— t — Kaul Grev assented to the ad- 
journment, i>ut he took care to speak in 
UTni> of decided reprobation of what w’as 
done in I7S8, when, he observed, the two’ 
Houses assumed to themselves the title and 
pov\ers of a parliament ; and he concluded 
with exprLSbiiig his tirm hope, that no 
future steps, beyond the ordinary course 
of proceeding, would be adopted, without 
the necessity for such proceedings being 
fully and clearly in proof before them; 
and that, above all, they would take 
e^tpecial care, that it was a principle which 
actuated (he minds uf all who were raised 
above the consideration of present objects, 
that in whatever proceedings it might be 
deemed necessary to adopt, the common 
weal should not suffer by any measure 
which would tend to impair the integrity 
or power of the Kingly oflicc, or to the | 
diminution of these great necessary con- 
stitutional powers with which the Sovereign 

was vested. Lord Sidmouth spoke 

favour of what was done in 1788 ; and he 
said, that, with respect to what farther pro- 
ceedings it might be necessary to adopt, 
the case* was different. They could not, 
he said, proceed without evidence, fully 
establishing the fact of the necessity, and 
the extent to which ulterior measures, if 
neces,sary, should be carried, must be con- 
trolled by the nature of the evidence. 
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He thought it, he said, incumbent to stat» 
his opinion, that on il'.e present occasion 
he did not think the conduct ot IVlinisters 
was a deviation from principle of 1788. 
Before the next meeting be hoped ihev 
might indulge the hope, that some :m- 
portant change might take place, and put 
circumstances in the train the most desired 

by the couiitiy at large. After this the 

motion of Lord Cln.ncellor Kltion was car- 
ried without a division, and the House ad- 
journed, accordingly, to 'i’hursday the 

t29th day of the present month. In the 

HOUSE OE COMMONS the del ate was 
of much greater length, and became of 
much greater interest, in ccmscqucnce of 
a motion ni:ide by Siu Euancis IIurdett, 
upon which^the House fiii.illy t ame to a 

divhio/u As we are iRu-e upon a most 

important subject, where almost every 
circumstance must become matter for his- 
tory, and where to every word it may 
shortly b(^ necessary to lel'cr, I shall insert 
the whole of the speech of Mr. SrENc.LU 
Perceval (the (’hancellor of the Ex- 
chequer and Pi imp IMinisler), made upon 
this occasion, to a House consisting of 401 
Mcmbtis besides those who may have 
gone away previous to the division ; u Inch 
speech, iii order that no suspicion may 
attach to my selection, 1 take from the 
Morning Post, which, as is well known, 
is called a ministerial news-paper, and 
which, as we shall see by and by, has 
made some most indecent comments upon 
lh« speech of Sir EVands Burdett.— - — 

I Mr. Perceval's speech is given as Ibl- 

lows*. -"Sir — -The House of Commons 

** iiaving again assembled without any no- 
“ tification of his Majesty's pleasure that 
the)'' should do so, I feel it a duty iii- 
** cumbent on me to olfcr myself to their 
" notice ; conceiving that the House must 
** necessarily be anxious to bear what his 
I “ Majesty's servants have to state on the 
I subject which has occasioiu tl our peeu- 
" liar situation, and conceiving also that 
** they must be desirous to undot stand 
" what is the view which his Majesty's 
servants take of that situation, and what 
** are the mea«iures which they mean to 
propose in consequence. After having 
“ stated, therefore, the ground for such a 
“ proposition, I shall humbly submit to 
“ the House the propriety, at then rising,, 
« of adjoui ning to the instant. In 

" the first place, Sir, I must obseivt; that 
“ when I had last the honour «t address- 
ing you, 1 should have been very much 
“ disposed to propose the adjournincnt to 
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the 29lh, instead of to the present day, 
had I thought wc had assembled in such 
numbers and under such circumstances 
as would have justified us in taking into 
consideration a quesiion of such magni< 
" tude anti importance ; but with the as- 
scnibfage tiiat then took place, I thought 
** it ir'cumbent on me to propose no other 
" step than that by which the fullest at- 
tendance of Members might be insured 
at tiic earliest possible day. No man 
can doubt that the indisposition of his 
Majesty having prevented him from gir- 
ing to his servants bis consent for the 
further prorogation of Parliament, it 
** became our constitutional duty, and that 
of the Ollier House of Parliament, to 
consider what ought to be done. But 
** not only was it our duty to consider 
** what ought to be done, but also at what 
" period that which was to be done w^as to 
** commence, and on what ground or in- 
formation we would proceed to do any 
thing. The House having assembled 
'' on the 1st inst. not only without notifi- 
cation, but contrary to notification, I 
** did not conceive that w'e were plac- 
ed in a situation in which it would be 
proper for us to enter into a consider- 
** aiifin of any public question of import- 
** ance, and 1 therefore, w'ith th€ir unani- 
lUous concurrence, proposed an adjourn- 
inenf to the present day. It is not nc- 
** cessary for me. Sir, to go at any length 
into the circumstances which at that 
pt riod induced me at one lime to con- 
rpinplatc the propriety of proposing a 
longer atijournirient. There were many 
advantages which the House might have 
derived from the occurrence of events 
that miglit have occurred between the 
1st and ihfj 2yth instant. There was 
also this strong fact, that except as the 
** CLrcum*«taiices of the Government were 
'' altered by his Majesty's indisposition, 
** there wa^ no public leason for requiring 
'' the meeting of Parliaminit sooner than 
the usual period. But, Sir, if thai was 
tht vit w v^hirh the House might have 
'' then takt n of iht subject, I now address 
** you under circumstances In ^♦hich, if a 
'' doubt existed then, no doubt can now 
''exist; because, Sir, having felt it my 
" duty lo proceed this morning to VViad- 
" sor lor the purporie of procuring as clear 
" and explicit inftirmation as possible, 
" with respect to the state of his Majesty's 
" health, 1 have the Sritiifaction to acquaint 
" the Hou^c, that i have seen his Majes- 
ty’s Physicians, aftd that they are utia- 
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" nimously of opinion, Thai his J^Iajesfy 
" 15 in a state of progtessite aniendmertt; aiid 
" that o wry considcvable amendmetit has etc- 
" iually taken place. On this statement, 
" Sir, so truly cheering, and so consonant 
" to the wishes and to the prayers of his 
" Majesty's subjects, 1 ground the motion 
" with which I shall conclude, for adjourn* 
ing this House to the day originally de- 
" scribed in the Royal Proclamation. 
" That the statement which 1 have been 
" so happy as to be enabled to make, will 
be most grateful to the House and to the 
Country, I cannot possibly doubt ; and 
“ unless peculiar difficulties and embarrass- 
" menls existed, which actually do not 
exist, I am persuaded that the House, 
" will not hesitate in adopting the delay 
which I recommend, in preference to 
“ the institution of any measure of a pub- 
" lie nature under the present circum- 
" stances. Reserving to myself the right 
" of making any further observations, 
" should a discussion arise on the ques- 
" tion, 1 move you. Sir, That this House, 
" at its risin::, do adjourn for a fortnight d* 
— ^Mr, Whitbread followed, and, after 
some introductory remarks, in reference 
to the conduct of the Ministers in not hav- 
ing given sufficient notice to the members, 
previous 10 the last meeting, he said, that, 
after the lapse of a fortnight, and the King 
not being in a state to transact the public 
bnsiness, the two Houses, being now in 
full altendaiue, ought to proceed to the 
best means of providing fur the defici- 
ency; that the parliament could not be 
said to be now assembled, there being only 
the two Houses; that, if a physical neces- 
sity still existed for an adjournment, he 
shouit] agree to it, but that such physical 
necessity ought now to be recorded on their 
journals; that the House ought not by any 
means, again lo adjourn on the mere un- 
supported, uncredifed assertion of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; that, as lo 
the original intention of the King to pro- 
rogue the parliament to the 29th, that 
could have no weight, unless it were 
shown, that the King foresaw what has 
now happened ; that, as to the precedent 
of 1788, the times and circumstances Were 
wholly different, and that it was unrea- 
sonable to expect, that those, making a 
great part of the Members of the House, 
who had decidedly condemned both the 
present ministers and their measures, 
should now be content to leave the 
ruling of the country in their hands, with- 
out any cotitroul or sup^rriikin what- 
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sbevef ; that it was a great error in the 
Legislature not to have made a provision 
for the return of tins calamity, and that it 
«ught not now to fail into a similar error ; 
that it was their bounden duty not to suf- 
fer this occasion also to pass away ; that 
they ought to adjourn from day to day ; 
that, in 1788, the House had better evi- 
dence before them, the then Lord Chan- 
cellor (Thurlow) having informed the 
Parliament, that he had had an interview 
with the King Aimae//; that now they were 
only told, that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
ohetmer had been told certain things by 
the Physicians, without even any report 
of the Physicians being produced, and 
without any examination of them before 
the Privy Council ; that he could not sec, 
on the score of respect to the feelings of 
the King, any objection to such report and 
examination, or to the disclosing and re- 
cording of the facts; that he did not mean 
to dispute the veracity of Mr. Percevab 
but that he still thought that common de- 
cency would have dictated the producing 
to the House information in an authentic I 
form ; that, though he felt, as much as { 
any man, the reverence and affection due i 
to the person of the King, he felt also a j 
reverence due to the kingly office, and he * 
was sure, that the people should not be 
accustomed to consider it unimportant 
whether the Executive branch qf the state were 
filled or not. For these reasons he wished 
for an adjournment from day to day ; 
but, that, as he wished to avoid creating 
party heats and jealousies, it was not bis 
iiitcutiori to divide the House upon the 

question. The speech of Sir Francis 

Burdett, who followed Mr. Whitbread, 
1 shall, for the reasons 1 have already 
given, insert as 1 find it in the Morning 
Chronicle, where I find it most at length. 
He said, '' that, agreeing, as he did, in 
the greater part of the observations 
which had fallen from the Honourable 
** Gentleman who had just sitten down, 
he was determined not to let the ques- 
** tton go to a decision without dividing the 
** House upon it. The Motion now sub- 
mitied to chcra he conceived to be one 
of the most irrational and unconsiitu- 
" tional prop ositions ever made in that 
House. He would never consent to 
compromise, the Constitution. Had he 
" been p^esen^on the last day of /neeting, 
he would have opposed every M<»tion 
** for adjournment. The Cotistitution was 
** suspended, and he would not have 
** agreed to a momenp# delay, till that 
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« Constitution wan u stured ; but now, 
after that dt:la\ , aiter deterring so long 
their duty to the people, were they now 
" still further to postpone it t\»r another 
" fortnight r But the iftnc was not ok surK 
" importance as the principle. What pnn. 

" ciple was this mode of proceeding 
'' culated to establish ? Could the publif’ 

** business go on without the Executive 
** Government ? If it could not, why, at 
such a period, is it to be deferred ? and 
“ if it could, were Ministers anxious to 
'' convince the people that the Executive 
** Branch of the C’oiistitiilion wa^; a mere 
** nothing? Was there any proceeding 
'' more likely to bring that part of the 
Constitution into contempt ? Was it 
" not holdiifg it lorth to the country as a 
** mere farce ? Were the people to be told, 
" that in the votes of both Houses only 
consisted the Constitution; that the 
** Crown might be placed on a cushion, or 
'' elsewhere, while the two Houses had in 
** themselves all the virtual Government 
" and Constitution of the country ? If the 
present predicament was an awkward 
** one, it was so because the House had 
not, in the first instance, done its duty, 
** and not because the line of their duty 
was doubtful or difficult to discover. 
As to the inode of proceeding which 
they ought now to adopt, there could 
be no doubt or difficulty about it. 
•* He felt for the personal sufferings 
of the King, as every man must feet, 
hut they need not, nor ought they 
"to interfere with the discharge of their 
" difty both to the King and to the IVo- 
" pie. He felt for ilie King, but he felt 
" more for the perils of the Country. 
" Was it treating the House of Commons 
" with common decency to call on them 
" to postpone tho»r duty to the people at 
" a period of such emergency, upon the 
" mere ipse dixits of the Chancellor of the 
" bxchequrr? As to the disiinction of 
" seeing the King’s physicians, and not 
" the King himself, it did not weigh with 
" him, bei ause in either case it woiiUI have 
" been but ihe mere assertion of an mdi- 
** vidual, and therolnre no gro'uid fVir par- 
" liamentary proceedings. Let the indi- 
" vidual dssertion have been what it nii^hf, 
he would have voted the aame wa%\ 
" He would never agree to compromise 
" the duney of that House to ihe Constitu- 
" tion, nor willingly submit to any power 
" extended beyond it. The Act passed 
" by a very prevalent ami p- werlul f iction 
against 'his Royal Highness the Prince 
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of Wales, never should have had his said, great reluctance in voting for the 
sanction; an Act that put him into lead- motion; but, if pressed to a division, he 
** ing strings^ that threw him back into the should do it, lest his opposition should be 
** stage of infancy, juid made bini a sort of considered as a mark of want of respect 

** constructive luna^tic, eiiartiiig him in- and affection for the King. Mr. Can- 

capable of acting or of judging u ithout nino having, in support of the adjoiirn- 
** thv cti operation and conrroul of certain nieiit, rof'eried to the instance and prece- 
" of the legislators; as it were stultifying dent <»f 1804-, Mr Charles Wynne said, 
" lii:n liiift inonient, wlien the next, by that the case in 1 80 1, was mainly diflerent 
** the laws of ilie land, might have raised from the present, for on that occasion it was 
him to the Crown of tlie.'je kingd,*nis the iiVeniioii of an lion, gentleman, not 
“ o.jd lifted him oat of a ciadic to have now a Member of the House, to submit a 
“ placed him on a Throne. The same motion on tiie subjecl, and he asked his 
cojj'*' w.is now about to be adopted, as Majesty’s Minisfer> as to the state of his 
'* t:ir r.s in them lay- He wouM resist it, Majesiy, v. ho answeicd him that there 
“and if lie ‘mod alone he Was determin- was nu intcnuplum ta the exerdst ■/ the 
*' C'i to diYivle the Hou^c. Iv the Mtni'ieis royal jur,cti():is ; ihal hi^ Majesty was com- 
*• v\ue rc.'Olvcd, at the risk oV the coun- ptiant to ad that wai je(|uired of him. 
** «:ife;y, at all liazuids Ui prolong to Ti.e ca^e vv.*s not so now, and the riouse, 
“ I’ui' ..trnost limit, I'ne tenure by whlcli was not tv» be Cim/idtioJ a Parliament, 
** they held their places and ;heir power, but as ilic Meeting of the S'.i’es of the 
they and others might do s-o ; but he Realm. it was nc (\ssaiy to ascertain 
“ would not go back to the people (u tell from tlio Lest pCM^lhle evidtnee the slate 
“ tiiat after the (!on^titu;ion had c?f ihe Royal htalih, !n Top’ lie could con- 

been suspended for a fortnicrhi, he h:*d .sent to vot^ foi* the adj./arnment. 

voUfI (hat it should bo si.spchdL'l fora tie would iiave been, howexer, he said, 
foitnight longer. A fetal * of rioarchy much bj^ltcr pleased wdtli the rinale of 
liad existed sufnciently Ion/, ilo wmiid protcstir.i^, pointed out by Mr. Wni iiiutAi) ; 
** do what he could to to the pe<.- hnt, iliat he cnnhl not refrain from ex- 

pie the goveriimcnt of (he (> nstitulion.'^ prosing liis opinion. We now come to 

This speech, a speech, as, f am con- the speech of Mii. Sheridan, uliich 1 will 

vinced, the reader will agree with tno, also insert ns I fmd it in the news- papers, 
fall of just views, ond cxpiessing, in every bc*cause it is the only speech that contained 
rentence, seiitimeiils of vtial loyalty :ard any thing in the w'ay of ansvxer to Sir 
attachment to the JWi/ con.,tituilon of the Fuax<.is Rukoett, and how far it is an 
country, is, as xvo shaft by-and-by sec, nn aaswer, the reader will easily judge, if, in- 
object of the foulest aliiise in one of those deed, lie be able to exercise Ins judgment 
prints called ministerial papers, from their and his ll.'.s serious faculties at the same 

constant praises of all that the ministers tune. After having expiesised his con- 

say and do. Mr. Tii.rnkv, in addition viction and his great plea^ure, that the 

to what had been said by Mr. Whilbioad, King's malady was greatly amended, he 
said, that tlu Chancellor of the Exchequer said ^Sec Morning Clironicle), that '* He 
had not hold out any prospect of the King .'•Iiouhl not be inclined to object to the 
being able to aUend to business before the pio|)o>iiion of his Hon. Friend (Pon- 

expiration of the time to which it w as pro- sjmby), that the adjournment should 

posed to adjourn; and he concluded by say- only lake place for u wak, if agreeing to 

ing, that, if put to a vote, he .should vote '' that modification of the proposition 

igamst the adjournment. He said after- " could produce what was so highly de- 
wards ill explanation, that ncrilitr he nor “ siiablc on the present occasion, unani- 
any of his biends wdshed the parliament mity. The Hon. Baronet (Burdeit,) how- 
t<i do any thing imnwdiately ; neither did “ ever, was against any adjourmiient what- 
thoy wish the ph^'siciaris to be examined ever; and he would wish to know what 
xU the bar. He only wanted some autheu- “ that Hon. Baronet would pre/pose that the 
tic grounds, whereon to vote for the ad- “ House should do ? 'fhe Hon. Baronet said 
30urnment. — —Lord Akchiuald Hamil- ** that the L louse should not adjourn fora 
TON, lor reasons simrlur to those of Mr. single day, or consent to remain in the 
Whitbread, said that he should vote against state in which they were for a moment. 
the adjournmenL^^Mr, Ponsonby wish-- ** Would the Hon. Bart, wish them now 
^d that the length of the adjounmiept ( proceed in providing forthe suqtension of 

hv. jcduceu to a Vfcek. He felt, he | the Ejtccuiwe functions ? It’ so, he presum- 
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" ed they would proceed to provi for 
« ll>ai ouiergency in the ordinary loim. 
" The matter then came to lliis : H^'us the 
House in a condition now to proceed in the 
•• ordinary form? An Hon. Eiieiid of his 
•• had ".lid, that this was the seiond in- 
“ stance ul Itis Majes'y's unhappy malady 
becoming matter of incjoiiy in that 
Honst — [He was correct 'd hy an llo- 
nourable Meiiiber and proceeded.] — It 
" was unpleasant io refer to tins, as a niatter 
** of calculation, but he was now inionned 
" that this was the fourth recurrence of a 
" Rimilar malady. Be it so, but, stiU, the 
'' rcniembra>ice ot Jour i.istances *tf afflttlion 
" must bring along with it the consoling rc- 
collectjon ot four instances of rccorery, 
** Ilis lion. Friend oppopite had referred 
** lo I lie ye^i U*01, anu not t<i the year 
'* 1 801*. Tha! t ase, however, it was .said, 
“ did not apply to the present. This Iv; 

could not agree to. If Parliament was 
“ legally opened, and it was afterwards 
found that his M ijc'ty was incapacitated 
from the di'^cliarge of his functions. Par- 
** liainent was equally bound to proceed 
in provl.ling ihe rt'inedy as if the iiica- 
'* pa< it3" had manifested itself previous to 
** their niceiing, and had been the occasion 
“ of theii assembling preinaluicly. It 
was the duty of Parliament lo proceed 
'' on the notoriety of the fact, as much as 
on the nnnitestalion of the incapability 
displayed in the want or omission of an 
essential public act. On the occasion 
of his Majesty’s altlietinn in 180), one 
** of his Majesty’s Ministers bad continued 
** ill oflice, declaring that hi.s Majesty 
could not receive the seals of olTice from 
him. At that period his Majesty^ con- 
" tinned in this state for a longer period 
" than on the present occasion. A Gcii- 
tleman, not now in the House, tlid give 
*• notice of a motion for an inquiry into 
'' the subject ; but, on the dayr on which 
« the motion was to have come on, he (Mr. 

Sheridan) anticipated it, by moving the 
'' quc.stion of adjournment, which was car- 
** vied. In a few days it was clear and 
manifest that there was no occasion fi • 
such a motion, and no such motion was 
ever made. He knew that one of his 
Majesty’s first inquiries, after his re- 
covery, was whether any Pnrliammtury in- 
'' quiry had been made into his situation, and 
“ that it proved the most gratifying thing to 
** his feelings that no such inquiry had taken 
place (cries of order! order !) He was 
sorry to be out of order. But this he 
^ preeumed he might be allowed to say. 
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without any breach of order, that by an 
adjournment for the time pnqiosed. there 
« was reason to think that ultfwthtr discus- 
“ sion on this calamitous yd jut would be ten* 

** dered unnecessary, a cncuin .taiicr which 
"be knew mu.st be highly giatitynjgto 
** the leelic.gs of the House and ot the 

Country.” Mr. Sheridan seems, from 

this'report of his speech, »o have been ex- 
tremely anxious, that S.r Francis Burdrtt 
should name some act winch lie vvi.sfied to 
have flone, which, indeed, the Baronet had 
clearly enough done ; so clt-cH'ty as to 
ii' ive no doubt at all in myr mind, Mid, 1 
believe, it could Icavr no doubt m the 
mind of any man who heard him. He 
wished, doubtless, th.it the Hoiisi' should, 
on this very day (i'riday the Huh) set 
abou^ aa inquiry into the real actual stale 
of the King’s malidy, and, if they found 
it to be <uch as called for the measure, 
that they sliould then adofit the measure 
necessary' to supply the dr/icienry. 'riiis 
was bis wish, lo bt; sure ; for, to suppose 
him to have any' oilier, would be to sup- 
pose him not to be at all aequamteil with 

his duty. But, what Mr. Sheridan 

could mean by asking, whether the lli.use 
wasiw a condition to proceed in the orJhiary 
form, 1 am, for my part, wholly at a loss to 
discover. Suppose the King’ unhappy m i- 
lauy were lo cmilinue lor a yn ar, or for 
seven years, the House would, at the end 
of that lime, unless the di ficiency' weic 
supplied, be in ju.sl the same condition that 
it was in yesterday Did iVJr. Sheridan 
mean, that the H mse had not Mipicitut in- 
formfttion bcjorc it ^ 11 so, the readiest way 
was to set ab«/nl an immediate inquiry; for, 
in what other w.iy is it lo come at suffi- 
cient informal i(*n ? It was not Sir Franeij 
BuidcU w h ) had called the House toge- 
ther. The memb^r.s, and he amongst the 
rest, hail been called by an Order of the 
House and by a circular letter of the 
Speaker; and, being so cdlerl, it was his 
opinion, apparently, that the flf»use ought 
to do something more befoie they sepa<* 

, rated, than merely listen to a bare asser- 
tion (however tiue it might be) of the mi- 
nister; for, if the House, upon having lu'aid 
that assertion, were lo separate for K 
days without douig any thing, upon the 
giound of such a piecedent, why may thr y 
not separate for another 1 4 days, on the 
29th of the month, in virtue of unoiher 
such assertion > That Mr. bVver\v\?m\ 
wishes, and even his opinion, may be, as 
he said, ** that all funhor discussion on the 
calamitous subject will, by the 29th, be 
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rendered unnecessary/' I am by no means 
inclined to make matter of dispute; but 
bis ^vishes, however sincere, may. be dis- 
appointed, and his opinion (not more like- 
ly to be correct for coinciding with his 
wishes) may prove erroneous. And, if 
this should be the case, what argument 
can, by Mr. Sheridan, be urged against 
another ! ^ days adjournment, if the same 
statcmeiit that has now been made should 
again be made by the minister?— Sir 
SiMi FI Romilly agreed with Mr. Whit- 
bread and Sir i'ranois Burdett. ** He 
would/' he said, ask those Gentlemen 
" who reasoned in that way, w'as it nothing 
** to consent to an adjournment for a fort- 
night, to put it out of their power during 
fourteen days ti» resort to aiiy measures, 
which a possible, not to say a probable, 

** contingency might render necessary ? 

** Was it to do nothing, to deprive them- 
selves by such a proceeding of all op- 
** portunity, during that interval, of faith- 
fully discharging those important duties 
'' w'hich their constituents sent them there 
to perform? It was upon this ground 
'' that he felt himself bound to oppose 
the adjournment for a fortnight, with a 
view if that should be negatived to sup- 
port an adjournment for twenty-four 
hours. In doing this, he was per- 
suaded, he n-as taking :he fnost effectual 
mode qf shelving his loyalty, his affection, 
** and attachment to his Majesty; because 
** nothing could so directly tend to sup- 
port and strengthen the best interesto of 
** the Crown, than that, during a period 
** when there was a possibility of thfe oc- 
currence of great national dangers and 
disasters, that llou.se should be ready to 
** resort to such measures as the exigency 

of the ease might require/' Mr. 

Bragge was for the adjournment, and 
JV'ln. I^Ileiot against it. The latter urged, 
very forcibly, the necessity of adhering 
to the principles of the constitution, and 
the tibjectiqns to the adyuirning upon such 
grounds a* the bare assertion of a minis- 
ter. Mr. WiLbEiiFoRCE declared for 

the adjouinmcct; and, at the close of his 
apecch, the House divided, when there 
appeared for the Adjournment 34-3, and 
against it -We are now to see what 
the Morning Post news-paper has said 
upon the subject of this debate, and espe- 
cially upon the subject of Sia Francis 
Bcrdett's speech. It begins thus 
Both Houses of Parliament met yester- 
" day pursuant to the last adjournment, 
when, in consequence of the happy and 
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progressive improvement in the state of 
*• his Majest 3 ^'s health, a further adjourn- 
ment for a fortnight was agreed to ; in 
the Lords, nem. diss. and in the Com- 
mons by a gratifying and triumphant 
majority of 343 to 68 ; nor would the 
I ** minority on this occasion, insignificant 
'' as it is, have amounted to any thing 
beyond the contemptible Waraleite and 
'' Burdettite Members, had not the mis- 
chievous sir Francis artfully entrapped 
several Members of the Opposition 
Party to divide with him upon the ques« 
** tion so very indelicately pressed by him 

upon the House. With very few cjf- 

** ceptions, there was displayed m both 
** Houses, on this occasion, a most credit^ 
able and becoming sympathy, and the con* 
‘‘ duct of Lord Moira and Mr, Sheridan, 
** who on all occasions of real national im- 
•* portance are ever actively to be found 
at their post, is entitled to our best com* 
** mendations. In the House of Lords, not- 
" withstanding some observations from 
** Lords Grenville and (Irey, to the ju.stice 
•* or necessity of which we can by no 
means subscribe, the question of ad- 
** journment was carried, as we have al- 
** ready observed, nem» diss. ; nor would 
" there have been any division in the Com- 
mons, where the Opposition were un- 
** willing to expose the weakness qf their 
** numbers, bad not Sir Francis Burdett, 
** after some reprehensible and insidious in* 
** sinuations, relative to the exercise of the 
''Executive Power, entrapped Mr. Whit- 
" bread and some others, who to hide a 
" still greater shame, and wear the sem- 
" blance of consistency, found themselves 
" compelled to vote with the mischievous 
" Baronet. Wo are not, however, dis* 
" pleased at the patriotic expedient to 
" which the worthy Sir Francis has thus 
" had recourse, as it serves to shew how 
"contemptible are the numbers of those 
" whose nature is debased by the vile views 
" of Jaction, and whose unmanly feelings and 
" ungenerous hearts forbid, as it were, their 
" sympathy, in a case which, to the ever- 
" lasting honour of the country be it re* 
" latcd, so deeply interests the best feelings, 
" and fills with keen solicitude the fond 
" bosoms of a people, who in duly ap- 
" preciating his virtues, prove themselves 
" deserving the best Monarch that ever 

" adurijied a Throne.”- It was this same 

writer, who a few weeks ago, accused 
the Emperor of France dnd his mi- 
nisters of boasting of the bgrrid crime, 
for which some infomous wretches bad 
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just been exhibited . in the Pillory in 
London; the very same writer, who, since, 
that, has represented the Empress Maria 
Louisa, daughter of our late ally, the Em- 
peror of Austria, as being about to be ike 
mother of bastards ; and this is the writer, 
who calls Sir Francis Burdett mischiev- 
ous, and who bestows his commendation upon l 
the conduct of Mr. Sheridan. This is 
the writer, the leader of alt those, who 
write against those whom they call " Ja- 
cobins.” This is the writer, w ho ac- 
cuses Sir Francis Burdett of disloyal 
designs. And, from these circumstances 
alone, the man of sense will be able to 
form a pretty correct judgment of what is 
t!ie real tendency of such designs.— But, 
W'ili this publication be suifered to pass 
unnoticed by the House of Commons? 
Mr. (Iale .Iones \yas sent to Newgate for 
questioning the propriety of the conduct of 
one of the members. Now here is a writer, 
who publishes to the world, that the con- 
duct of one of the members, in opposing 
a motion of the minister, is ** reprehensible, 
** insidious, and mischievtms and, w ho 
describes all those, who voted against the 
minister, as being persons ** who by nature 
" are debased by the vile views of faction,” 
and whose hearts and feelings are «»- 
** manly and uw^gciierows.”— This is what 
the writer of the Morning Post dares do. 
This is what the most venal of the venal 
dares publish. This is what /le is not in 
the least afraid to promulgate and to vend. 
We shall see, now, whether this will be 
noticed by the House. I beg the reader 
to bear it m mind, and to observe, that 
the abuse is extended to the whole of the 
58 members, who were not to be prevailed 
upon to refrain from voting against the mi- 
nister ; that it is levelled at the very cha- 
racter of every one of those, who voted against 

the fninistcr's motion. Sir Francis Bur- 

dett’s conduct, upon this occasion, was in 
■ perfect agreement with all his former de- 
clarations relative to the nature of the 
kingly functions and office. He has al- 
ways deprecated any attempt to chip away 
the just prerogatives of the King, He 
has always said, that one of the ends of a 
parliamentary reform was to make the 
King independent: of cabals and factions. 
He has always said that he wished to see 
the King in a state to make it necessary 
for him to consult only the wishes and 
good of his people. lie has, in short, al- 
ways said, that he found no danger to 
liberty from the power of the King, exer- 
cised without any controul from conabina- 


tions of men \ and that every thing which 
tended to the placing of iht; kmglv' power 
in other hands was dangerous, lu the ex- 
treme, to the liberties of ihe people. 
Thus, then, has his conduct, upon this oc- 
casion, been the natural consequence of 
all the opinions, which he has, at. any 
time, uttered respecting the Royal Office 
and Authority .-r— Sir Fr^incis . Burden 
wanted to entrap nobody. He knew very 
well, that the greater part of those who 
voted with him yesterday had no liking 
to bis political views. But, it was for him 
to do his duty, regardless of whether ho 
had 50 or 1 vote with him. It was nothing 
to him, personally, whether the thing went 
on or not. Ho had nothing to gain and 
nothing lo lcl?>e by any change that could 
take place. He had no hopes and no 
fears of a private nature. Nothing to 
whet him on into eagerness for a Regency, 
and nothing to make him affect a desire 
to postpone the accomplishment of a life 
of longing. Nothing to give a real blunt 
or a sham kecniK to his feelings for an 
aged and most nlHictcd sovereign. He 
had, and he could have no motive for say- 
ing, upon such an occasion, what was not 
the genuine sentiments of his mind. These 
sentiments he uttered, regardless, as far as 
concerned himself, whether they were 
supported by others or not ; and in so 
doing he has addc t! anol'ner to his many 
former claims to the People'.s approba- 
tion and confidence,— As to the sub- 
ject* of the Regency, that subject, upon 
which every one talks in private, and so 
few iA public, why, in the name ot cm- 
mon sense, should men feel any shyness^ 
Those, indeed, who are hunting after of* 
fice, and who are afraid to Igok either to 
I the right or to the left, may reasonably bo 
shy ; but, why should any body else ? 
Wliy «hou1d any man, who has nothing to 
fear from the ups and downs of parties, be 
shy or timid or backward upon this sub- 
ject more than upon any other? There 
are some men, who seem to avoid it with 
the same caution that weak minds turn 
Vom the making of a wiU, But, suppos- 
ingthe implied apprehensions to be just, and 
which I suppose only for arguments sake, 
is it not manifest, that the King's facul- 
ties cannot be restored nor his life pre- 
served by avoiding to speak of his present 
malady or of his possibly approaching 
death, which must come sooner or later, 
and which,>as with ail other men, though 
it may yet be distaot, may also be very 
near ? It is, to say the very best of it, 
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therefore, contemptible weakness to avoid 
the subject of a Rcj;eiicy. and it is some- 
thing Intiniroly w'oise than contemptible 
weakn- ss to attempt to make the world 
believe, that this shyness arises from any 
thing like tcndfiin ss towards the King. 
The "ood of it is that there are none ot 
our voung lords or ’sfjuires (if there are 
any of the latter left in England) have 
any scruple ai all to coniemplate the pros- 
pect of their father’s death, and to talk, 
with perfect compqsure, of what they will 
do in case of that event. Whose son does 
not do this? And what father has not 
done it before him ? Away, then, with all 
this affected tenderness towards the King; 
and let us, as in other cases of human de- 
cline, talk like men of sense ‘and sincerity, 
and let all our sorrows for the unhappy 
malady of the father, be accompanied by 
hopes in his son and lawful «5uccessor. 
There is but one otiier w’ay, and tli-ifc is to 
hold our tongues. 

CORBETT. 

State i^ison, Neicgnte, Friday, 

November lO, 1810. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Sixain . — Proceedings of the Cortes. 

( Continued from page 800.^ 

October 4,— A plan from general Vel- 
laba was presented, respecting the aug- 
mentation and other regulations of the 
cavalry, which was reserved to be fiaally 
discussed. — Capmany observed, that the 
Spanish language being vrry copijus, all 
foreign expr» ssions ought to be rejected, 
espe<*ially French expressions, with wdiicb 
the re^ulaiions were overloaded ; he coii- 
demnerl, therelbre the words, march, mo- 
tion, assembly, session, inissiun, letire, 
guarantee, boiiourable, and bar : he ob- 
jected to .some on ac:( tjunt of their real im- 
port, and to Olliers on account of the mean- 
ing which was attached lothe'ii. ** (Teiitle- 
inen/’ he concluded, « Weinu^tboth live 
and die Spaniards.'^— Deputy MtxiA as- 
cen led the tiibune, and coin.jianied of the 
inbdeiny ol the Cone iso, in ii- manner of 
printing tie.* <iehberations of »liai Congress, 
andtbe nMerespeci ‘.(levvii in i lie s ui! paper 
to its in-inhers. — -T enreiros demanded 
that theii debans should only be on war 
and the nieiiosot exierminating i heir ene- 
mies. The Presideiu replied, that this 
was one of the grenl olijei is of their 
labours, and an end whirl) would onlv be 
obtained through the regular lueaus.^A 


iuember propiised the reading of some 
police regiiliuions which should have the 
air of an order from the Cortes, in ortler 
that after h^ing compared with the former 
one, the best might be preferred. — The 
Presitlenl ordered the public to withdraw 
at noon, and the sitting continued until 
half after four o'clock. 

October 5, — Mexia proposed certain re- 
gulations respecting the Royal Bank 
notes, in order to distinguish those cir- 
culated in the free provinces, from the 
others ; but they came to no resolution — 
Capmant complained, likewise, of the in- 
accuracy of tfie Concise, and oi its want 
of respect towards the National Deputies. 
On this account the propriety was suggested 
by Perez dc Castro^ of admitting a peri- 
odical publication, proposed by Oliveros, 
and edited by an officer of the military 
college, applying the producli to the 
benefit of this useful establish ui<^nt ; which 
judicious proposal was approved. — Oli- 
VEUos recommended tlie translation of the 
Cories to Cadiz, pointing out the church 
of St. Philip as a very eligible spot ; but 
on this important motion, nothing was 
finally settled. — The regulations were again 
examined, on winch they debated upwards 
of two hours. The zealous Gonzales ex^ 
claimed, I,et us debate only on war and 
onjuMlice." At the conclusion it was 
settled, that extraordinary sittings should 
be held from 8 to 10 at night, to be wliolly 
occupied in the wished for regulations. — 
Oliveros mentioned his be. ng informed 
from Cndiz, that the Executive Govern- 
ment had isMied ordei-i* prohibiting any 
discussions on the Cortes at any public 
meeting.— The Cortes passed a resolution 
to make enquiries respecting this subject 
of the Regency, 

October (/,— Tile sitting began with a 
petition fioni the Cardinal to bi‘ allowed 
U) take the oath ; and after sotue delibera- 
tioiis, on account of the peculiar circum- 
stances, it was accorded.— It was resolved 
to intimate to the Regency, ilie wishes of 
the Copes that their acis should be regu- j 
larly pu >lislicd in a Gazette. I 

October 7. — The Count of Norona asked j 
permission to speak, and his object being ; 
investigdied by two deputies, it was re- 
solved to be r him in private at one o’clock . 

m. — -IMexia proposed some commercial ; 
regulations to be committed tp a Junta, in ^ 
which two members from that of Cadiz, | 
anti an equal number of Aiuencans^ should f 
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be incorporated. The Congress granted a 
commission to this efFect, comprising also 
agriculture, arts and sciences, but omitted 

the circumstance of the proposal. 

Flerreta complained of the violation of 
secrecy observed respecting the letters 
which were opened at the Post-office. — 
Hl'erla exclaimed against this proceeding, 
and maintained this to be the worst period 
to adopt such a measure, when the pro- 
vinces must necessarily communicate sub- 
jects of importance to theirdeputics which 
it was highly proper should be kept from 
the executive power. The public retired 
atone, and the debates \\crc privately 
continued till four o’clock. 

October 8. — On this day several niemo- 
rial.s were read re.specting various branches 
of the revenue ; and a projet t presented 
by Arcueli.ks, respecting the liberty of 
the press, being the fruit of the labours of 
the commission charged v'ilh the same. — 
Nothing was Ldtirnately decided', but the 
nation may flatter itself, because the opi- 
nion of all illustrious men will be heard. 
It is indeed a refloctionori the human mind 
that there should be any one daring enough 
towiite against the liberty of the pres.s: 
to .such an individual only it ought not to 
be flee, — The answer from the executive 
power to the (|ue«>lion proposed by the 
Cortes, iTspecling the order mentioned by 
Oliveros, in the 5th day’s silting, was read. 
The Regeiu.y has never forbidden any 
discussion on the Ortes, and the only 
thing it ma}’^ charge its agents and minis- 
teis with is to watch over their calumnia- 
tOIP. 

October 9. — ^Thc Cardinal de Bourbon 
took the oath, after which the President 
addressed him in the following terms ; — 

The blood which flows through your 
veins, as well n.s that purple, recommends 
ou to this Assembly.^* — A Secretary 
oard, consisting of five members, was 
instituted, for whi..u employment officers 
of the army, who are unable to undergo 
the fatigues of a campaign, are to be pre- 
ferred. Three deputies were also named 
to investigate and report the merits of the 
candidates,— The President mentioned his 
having received several anonymous com- 
munications, complaining of the slowne.'^s 
in the operations of the (>oites. He ordered 
the public to withdraw at twelve o’clock, 
and the sitting was continued until three. 

October 10— A Deputy for La Mancha 


took the oaths in the usvmJ form. PerciS 
do Castro math* mention of a plan both 
defensive and ofVensivo for this Isle, pre- 
sented by Oeneral Cal^z/.o ; and of ano- 
ther with regard to the ( .walry, by the 
Marquis del Palacio ; both were sent to 
the Commis.sion of War to be examined. 
'I here was also read a circular letter IVom 
Senor Llorcnte, Inspector General of the 
Public Ileaitli, with regard to its present 
state. It declared that the number of sick 
permns was very small ; and in order to 
cairn the fears to wliich several unfounded 
report.s had given ri-’c, it added, the num- 
ber of infectious disorders was unusually 
small, 

October 1 3.^ Oliveros, one of the most 
zealous members of the august Congress, 
and Deputy for Estreinaduia, read a me- 
morial, in which he pamted, in the most 
lively colours, the disorders in which the 
French leave those tlisiricts which they 
abandon, the numberless tvils which their 
commissarie.s have caused by their requi- 
.sitinns of men and provl-sions, the waste of 
all resources, and the miseries, in particular, 
of the culiivatovs of the ground, by having 
to supp'U't the enemies a; inies and their 
own; the decline of tlu? manufacture.s of 
common cloth", m consequence of the ma- 
nufactories being st rippl’d of them with* 
out payment, in order to clothe the dif- 
ferent armies: — the consctiuencts of all 
which would be poverty, nakedness, and 
a general famine, if proper mea/.ures wers 
not adopted. He then proposed iiuch 
mea.uff[is as appeared in him to be proper, 
fur the purpo>e of l)cing iransmitieil to the 
respective Gimiinissioncrs of War, Finance, 
&c. ; concluding with })ioposing the ap- 
pointment of a coinmis<iion for regulating 
and organising the provinces, which might 
guard against evils such as those which 
they had already suiVered, and repairthem 
in the best possible manner. Considering 
these matters as urgent, and calling for 
precedency before othei^ — the Cortes 
pa^ised a decree to this cflect. 

October I b— In a former sitting Ar- 
gueli.es had produced the plan of a Jaw 
on the liberty of the press^ which com- 
prised, first, the limits of that liberty, and 
the penalties for transgressors ; and se- 
condly, the appointment of a Junta of 
h arned men, with the title of Supreme 
Conneii Protector of the Liberty of the Press, 
in order to protect it from ministerial de- 
tpotism, and from tyranny, — It wai 
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aq-reccl that this plan should be printed, 
and copies distributed among all the De- 
puties, in Older that they might consider 
the subject maturely, and be prepared lo 
discuss it.— This day, the plan being ac^ain 
read, Tenreiro opposed it, allcdging, that 
it was not right to discuss such an impor- 
tant topic without the concurrence ot* the 
Deputies who were still wanting. — What ! 
(replied anotlnu- Member), without their 
presence the fortes were installed ; with- 
out their presence, the Spanish people re- 
covered their sovereignty, an event which 
will I'orm an era in our annals ; and is it 
possible, that for an affair not of such im- 
portance, we are to wait for a lew Depu- 
ties ?— "But the discussion of it was not 
fixed for to-day.” — “ It wasj” replied va- 
rious individuals. This was confirmed by 
the President. •* We do not conic pre- 
pared,” replied another ; upon which 
Luxan ascended the tribune, and the plan 
was read.— rfiNUEiiio rose again: he de- 
claimed against the liberty of the press, 
and represented it as the origin of the ruin 
of empires. (Hcw'ould not, however, per- 
mit himself to see that this liberty sup- 
ports the British empire). Some disap- 
probation was expressed, but Tenreiro 
continued to go on, till at last the disap- 
probation became more marked.— A r- 
oubllks then ascended the tribune. He 
sheweil that the want of a free communi- 
cation of ideas had given arms to the Ty- 
rant for our destruction ; that the English, 
aware of the cunning arts of those^who 
meant to oppress them, gave freedom to the 
pen and liberty to the press ; llvy dis- 
entangled and established their principles; 
they’ unveiled the plots of their enemies, 
and refuted their sophisms; their people 
were instructed, and not left exposed to illu- 
jion : by such ijicans.the y were ail united, 
and remlcved tlieinselves invincible. The 
reverse had been the fate of th*" Spa- 
niards ; deprived of its free course, know- 
ledge became stamiant, the learned re- 
inamcd dumb, the* ignorant were imposed 
upon ; hence divisions, disunion, the ruin 
uf the nation, and the exaltation of the 
cn;in). — Mc\i,\ succeedeil, ami with ex- 
quisite erudition and animated eloquetK e 
proved, that the s:\cred writings, onr vene- 
rable religion, history and re ison, favour- 
ed th« liberty of the press.— It was resolv 
ed that the discussion should be continued 
the following day. — To day at it) in 
,tlie morning, the tru took tin- naih to 
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the Cortes in the field at TorreaUo,'in pre- 
sence of General Lapena. The concourse 
of people was innumerable, the spectacle 
very fine, and the enthusiasm of all, both 
soldiers and peasants, was equal. 

October 16. — ^Tliere was read a Decree 
of the Coi’lcB passed yesterday, on the 
claims of the Americans ; in which it wa.^ 
declared. That the Spanish dominions in 
both hemispheres form one sole monarchy, 
one sole nation, one sole family ; and that 
the native born subjects of the European 
and ultramarine dominions are equal in' 
rights to those of this Peninsula ; leaving 
it as the province of the Cortes to discuss 
all measures relating to the prosperity of 
those beyond sea, as well as of the form 
of the national representation and number 
of its members in both hemispheres ; de- 
claring also that, in all those transatlantic 
provinces where any commotions have 
taken place, there shall be a general act of 
! oblivion with regard to them, from the 
moment when the sovereign authority 
which resides in the mother country is 
acknowledged. 

October 1 letter was read, in which 
the Junta of Estremadiira felicitated the 
Cortes, &c.»^Various projects and memo- 
rials were tran<;mitted to the respective 
coinmis8ions.«»»The discussion upon the 
liberty of the press followed. Senor Gar- 
cia Herrebos was for liberty of the press 
I without any censorslpp, in imitation of the 
Supreme Tribunal, which never took upon 
itself to censure any book before it was 
printed.— Senor Mexia read an article 
from the Gaz> tie, which mentioned, " that 
Buonapnrtc had di creed, lhat thereshould 
be only one newspaper, of which the Pre- 
fect was to be censor.” He added, that 
the. Cortes nuglii not to wish to resemble 
I Buonaparie. — benor Akcl/elijss pronuunc- 
I ed an eiilogium on the discourse of Munoz 
I Torrero in a former discussion on iliLssub- 
ject, and refuted that of Llaneras. Hu ob- 
served, ihnt the best mode of correcting 
man was the liberty of the press ; and no- 
ticed, that during the ministry ot Godoy, 
when there were censors, altars were rais- 
ed to lasciviousness, &c. lie defied any 
one lo say lhat three ages of disor^ders 
arising liom the liberty ot’ihe press could 
iiroduci- iJMch great evils as thijse we have 
sulleVcd h'om the want of it. 

(To he coiitiimcd.) 


POLITICAL REGIS^FER,— 


Published by R. rii' .j-f,*!. » ^'.ivtnl - tisrdft, : — Sv»lii a.ho ny DlJDl), Pall-Mal». 

lON'nov :^Prini(r,i by 1 c. Ilansa. I. Peterlwf«ufh-Cour(, Flect-Strrer. 



COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL R KG ISTER . 

Vot. XVm. No.30.] LONDON. WEDNESDAY, NOVKOfllEUyi, ,xu,. 


Nothin!? but a I.uv, th-clarinsr B.mk note? to \u- a A-e'i' 'yi.tit/ of |>iyin"Ut, K.r.\ icIu'm* tiu' r.vi’ 

*' and tl«e Irodjiit? of the community ffom the h<l|d^l1;^1^ t«i wIi-.-li tlu'v aic imw h.ihlr -Vt 

the ri incdv »n\ist, in the end, he w or 'C than the evil.” ii.pnwoi si . r.pecch ip the iiov. ,,t' 


('ommoiis, Maicii. 1/^/. 

•JGl] 

PAPER AdAlNST COLD: 

iiEINU AN EXVMINATION 
oi- 'r.iE 

Report of ike HulUon Coinmiltee: 

IN A SEIlItS or LI n Kits 
’jo T'lr. 

T rt A o r. s Td V . : j Ariu v \ i\ ''t k r s 
IN ANb samsri rv. 

Lr.T'M.n XVIL 

77<e' 'J\ I'fir — C<Jd h ih.' cnij/ Icqal 

tender f ',y av^j cdo^r '*.0 pounds — Acts of 

ff': {\d>, (vd 'V\i:) of Geo. It I. — J/r, 
/f.?ons remoijc the larol taider^l'hc 

f'f o. If pit i.iidir in paper' -Uh/.^trated 
d!<-j CiV^^ •>/ tScio dt — Art a ntinsi Ic^al 
tender in V'p'.r, ‘Uh LVo. Ilf. vlntp. — 
M,\ Ifns/.'ssord.*^ niu-^tatcnirnt ti'i to the no- 
4 tions entertvhud rcspatinii the lethal tender at 
the pdswip, of the Act of l7<r/ — Mr. Hutki- 
/?. ediclion ivhen tin Act ar/;j moved for 
•— .S'/r F. Burin'f propo'irs to make the nobs a 
leppd tender — drlv. Pitt diu'hnes il for the 
present —■ The Mansion llov‘^r otrl other 
M€ctini:'i had, in tome sari, thr.c[}<c/ of l6izv — 
The law as it now ettinds as to ihtlabtl tender 
of Bank of En<fand notes — Vottnlri/ Bankc/s 
may be compelled to paj/ their notes in Gold. 

* Geiitleuien, 

wo f»rocoe<l in onr inquiries as 
to the i)b 1? A i'lON the Act, which was 
the oi' the foiegning Li‘ttei-, aiK* 

by which tlie lierk of England was pro- 
‘terted agaiii'^t the cash-demands of tfic 
holders of their promissory notes ; before 
we proceed in these inquiries, which will 
discover myiUer not a little curious in itself, 
and, very^ interesting as connected with 
ivhai is now going on ; before we tlwis pro- 
ceed I imuit beg your attention to a 
few more words upon the subject of the 
LEGAL TEiNDEH, 


Jin* fnifh is, that "ohl and gold only is 
a legal tender, in kin.*, Join, few any 

^ sum above 27 j.'otma'N, im.i.ss {'jij silver 
j bo tciuhnd 111 liricht. 'ffu*) w ;in sc'tth‘d 
ljy an Art, passrq lo i:7t fll (iiij. Jll. 
Caap iJ.) whi' ii act iJiovif^cd, tr \t no 
tcruh r m p^vy-m-.it of money inad^ in 
Silver. (7)'!n r> cc«'i!:nv’' the sum f / 2.7 
; poumL, .sliould be do'ciiifd a leg'll tcndfi 
I lor more ihun its vnnu' by weight, ;n ihe, 

I rate oi .}s. ‘.id fiw each onnc'e ol iSiivcr. 

‘ This A<:« continued in force for two year-, 
j when It expired ; but it was again n-vivcMl 
in the year ami jiiade pcnpetuii. 

j you see, that evoii Silver cnoi w is 

! not, except in small .sums, a iegnl tender, 
and is not a legal lender to this day. 

But, thougii the Bank of England nates 
were not by the licit nrti on, or Steppe t 
Act, made a leg-al tender, t > all inlertti ,■ ' 
proposes, i\\ry were made i.o to a cei'i!*, 
extent ; for, by the teiuLir of ll.oin 
in lieu of money, any debtor could escape 
arrest and also escape, the giiing o{ .yveial 
bat! ; and, as to the B.ank of laiglaud, the 
Act not caily protected it against the de- 
mantls o( iN ci editors ; th if. i.s, against 
the iuthh IK of its note.s, but by the saniLc 
Art, the Bank was to pay to the public, any 
rl/jijg due from the former to tiie latter, 
m it', notes, and not to be compellable to 
|;ay in Gold or fcalver. d’his was going- 
&ome way, at least, in making bank nol .^4 
a h-jnl tender, and tlii.s seems to have 
bi't n ovfilooked by Mr. J1 ij>.kis‘’on, (a 
Gentlcin.an of whom w'e shall have much 
t(j say by-aud-by,) vvho in speaking of 
the chani^e created by the Act of 1797, in 
our money sy.stem, observes, that tliat 
Act did not repeal any of the former re- 
gulations relating to the coin, and that it 
did not alter the Act of the llQfh ot the 
King. It did not/’ says he, alter in 
« any respect the existing state of the. law, 
either as to the wf 3 ight or the fineness of 
“the gold coin; or the act of the 39th 
“ of the King.” I have quoted this Gen- 
tleman's ovvn worthy becaui^ 1 am not 
2 H 
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qiiiiesiire that I clearly iiiidcrst:>iKl them. 

Ml. is a member of paiTiaineiit, 

rMvd a jiensioiier, and such people arc apt 
to talk in a style that common men cannot 
comprehend. Whefher he means, here, 
that the v^diijd and the finentss of the 
Act of the 'VjiiU of the King rtmaiiied un- 
altered ; or, that the iwisitns' state qf tke 
iu\u as to llie act of the .S9th of the King 
Tem.iinod unaltered ; or, that the Act ot 
the :ii)ih of the King ditl ztse/f remain un- 
altered: which of these may be his mcan- 
Dig, 1 cannot positively say ; but, ot this 
am siiio, tnat, in all the three supposi- 
tious, it was ijuitc unnecessary to express 
Mich meaning, seeing that the Act, which 
he so positively and caretuiiy assures 
us was not altered by the Act of 1707, w-'as 
not in existence at the time, and was not 
passed hli two years afterwards'. 

’Pile mischievousness of Jorcing paper- 
money upon a people are very v\ell 
know'll, it lias been most severely felt 
in all the countries where it has been re- 
ported to, and it has never failed, sooner 
or later, to annihilate the whole of the 
paper, attempted so to be forced upon the 
people. This was the case in all the 
States of North America, every one ol 
which has, first or last, had a public deht,^ 
papcv-moneijy u legal tender in paper f and a 
slate bankruptcy. The last of the States 
1 believt, that clung to a Kgal tender in 
paper, as New Ji usey, and, the con- 
Mipunco was, that, even in the year 
I7!)J, when 1 fust went to the United 
Siau s, lii.u ji.ut of the Union was still 
isulll'img fioin the disreputation brought 
on iLbyiiic letted tender, which, before it 
was pill an end to, had not only nroduced 
a toi il stagnation ol trade, and had brought 
ruin upon thousands of jpeople, but it bad 
begun t«k drive the people out of the 
Stale ; und, had it not bet n put .m cud lo, 
the StMte would, long ago, liavc been 
It \v!!j dipopiduud. 

ilr.t, wc need riotgo any^thing 

to . ouvhu c Ub of the ^eitlu’i opinions of 
h'.avC.’C.ioii and politicians as to the elVects ot 
a ^ at UmUr in paper. We huvo only to 
took into our own Statute-Book, where we 
shall tied lUc thing sutbciently reprobated, 
as in tile .Act passed in tlio year 1703, which 
ilcclares such a tender to be discouraging 
and prejudicial to trade and convnerce, and 
the cause of conftu.'on in dealings and a 
lessening of credit, in the Ih ovinccs where 
iv was in uifc ^ and, iiavnig declared this j 
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having laid down the.e as princiides, the 
iVet goes on to forbid the hisuing of any 
more such paper ; it makes void all Acts 
of Assembly thereafter passed to efttablisn 
or keep up such tender', and it inflicts 
a fine of 1,000 pounds (with immediate 
dismission, and fuluie iiKapacity to fall 
any public olfice or place of trust) on any 
Governor, whoslrall give his assent to such 
Act of Legal Tender.* 

Mr. Huskisson, who was one of the 
Bullion Committee, of the labours of w’hich 
we shall soon see a good deal ; Mr. Hus- 
KissoN, who enjoys a large pension, paid 
out of the ta.\cs raised upon the people, 
and vvho,r therefore, ought to undcrolaiid 
something of such maitcrs; ihis Mr. Hus- 
KissoN (of whom I shall have to tel- you a 
great deal before we have done) has just 
puhlisJu'd a pamphht, under the title ot. 
The Question concerning the Depvecia- 
" tion of c)ur Cuircncy stated and ex- 
amined to the doing of which he 
was, it woukl seem, like Rosa Matilda, 
reluctantly forced by the pressing part iality of 
friends. This Mr. Huskisson, in his 
pamphlet, wiiich is, apparently, intended 
to justify his conduct as a mtmbcr ot iho 
Bullion Committee, has said, that, “ if it 
had been proposed, at once to make 
** brink notes a h'gal tender, and, in direct 


* Eotirni Year, <ico. III. Chap. '51*. 
An Act to prevent Priper Bills ol Credit, 
liercalicr to be issued in any ol his Ma- 
jesty’s Colonies or Planiatioiis in Ame- 
rica, from being declared to be a legal 
tender in Payments of Money ; and to 
prevent the legal Tender of such Bills as 
are now sObsUing fiom being prolonged 
beyond ibc periods limited tor calling in 

and sinking the same. \yhtTeas great 

quantities of Paper Bills of Credit have 
created and issued in his Majesty s Co- 
lonies or Plaiitaiions in America, by 
virtue of Acts, Orders, Resolutions, or 
Votes ot*^ Assembly, making and declaring 
such Bills of Credit to be legal 'J ender in 
payments of Money. And whereas such 
Bills of Credit have greatly depreciated in 
their value, by means whereof Debts have 
been discharged with a much less Value than 
zivis contracted for, to the great discourage- 
ment and Pr^iidke of the Trade and Co«* 
merce of his Majesty's Subjects, by occa- 
s. oiling Confusion in Dealings, and lessening 
Credit in the said Colonies or Planta- 
tion^: ihe Act then proceeds as above 

described. 
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" terms, to enact, tliat every man sliould 
** thenceforwanJ be obliged to receive 
them as equivalent to the gold coin of the 
realm, *»tcA a proposition would have ex- 
** cited universal alarm, and would have 
" forcibly drawn the attention of the legis- 
lature and the public to the nature of 
'' our circulation and to the consequences 
of such an innovation. But, certainly, 
** nothing of the sort was in the contemplation 
** of any man when first the suspension act 
** was passed." But. is this true, Mr. 
Huskisson ? Your memory fails you, 1 
hope ; for, not only was it in the con- 
templation of many persons; but sevt'ral 
persons said, that, in effect, tlie hank notes 
would become a legal Under, and that, they 
would, of course, depiecivite. 

XieiUlcnien, it is at all times light, that 
the truth should be known, lesjiecting the 
conduct and the characti rs of men in any- 
wise entrusted with the management of 
the public ailairs ; and, at this tune, and 
especially as relating to this most im- 
portant subject, it is right that no part of 
the truth sliould be liidden. With this 
conviction in my mind, I shall be rather 
minute m my rcfeipiiccs to wdiat was said 
at the time wlien the Act of 1707, which 
protected the Bank against the demands 
of the note-holders, Nvas under discussion. 

The bill, as was stated in my last, was 
moved for by Pitt on the lltb of March ; 
and, during the debate of that very day, 
Mr. Fox contended, lhal, if the bill pie^sed, 
the propel ly of the Stock-holder must, at 
once, be depreciated in value ; and, Mr. 
SiiERTDAN said, that he believed, that we 
should not long be able, after the inuii- 
dation of paper to wliicii this system 
" gave birth, to stop them from making 
bank notes a legal tender, and then adieu 
" to the appearance of specie at the Bank, 
and soon afterwards to the real value of 
the Bank note." When the bill was 
under discussion on the *21 th of March, 
Mr, Pitt having said, that the clause, 
respecting the bar to arrests for debt, did 
not go the leiigth of making Bank-notes a 
legal tender, nor to take away the power 
of the creditor to pursue the debtor in V ? 
\tsual course of law, in order to obtain pay- 
ment in cash, Sir Francis Baring said, 
that he saw no means of avoiding the evil 
to be apprehended by bankers anti mer- 
chants but that of making Bank-notes a 
legal tender; and Mr. Dent was for mak- 
ing Bank-notes a legal tender during thu 


P-^^ytnents. Now, what 
did Mr, Pitt say, in answer to this sug- 
gestion from \\U friends f He said, that 
as to making Bank-notes a tciral tender, 
he thought, that, if it was possible to 
meet the present difliculty whhuut it. it 
ought to bo met without it ; that, upon 
a subject of so much tIilTiculty and ur\- 
certainly, no man could speak with ceii- 
*\fidence ; but, that as long as the circuia- 
** tion icsted upon papt*r taken by consent, 
he thought it iviiulil not be adviseable 
to have it taken by camputsion,^* 

Upon this ground, the Act was passed ; 
and, it is very clear, that one of the ob- 
jects of ihc shoit duration of the first Act, 
which ujs passed for only 51 clays, was, to 
see whether people were inclined to have 
recourse to the law to compel payments in 
cash for debts due from private individuals 
to other private individuals. Every means, 
as wc have seen, liad been taken to pre- 
vent this. A planned Meeting of Bankers 
and Merchants had been held at the Man- 
sion House in London, and its resolutions 
for taking and circulating Bank-notes 
had been issued luitler the sanction of 
the then Lord Mavoh. Similar resolu- 
tions had hoen issued from the several 
benches of Justices at the quarter sessions, 
in all the counties ; and, indeed, as these 
resolutions were signed by the Clerks of 
the Peace, and had about them all the air 
of acts of authority, the eflect upon the 
farnieis and tradesmen in general was 
nearly th<* same as that of an Act of Par- 
rnen4, making Bauk-iiofes a legal tender^ 
If these means had failed, liowcver, there 
can, 1 think, be very little doubt, that the 
measure of making Bank-notes a legal 
tender would have been adopted ; for, the 
only reason whiclj Pitt offers, as we see 
above, for not doing it at once, is, that the 
people seemed, present, to be disposed lo 
take the Bank-notes as cash without com- 
pulsion', and, he very clearly meant, that, 
if the people refused to consider them as 
cash, compulsion must and would be re- 
sorted to. 

And yet, after all this, and with Ibesa 
ficts recorded in the Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedmgsof the lime, Mr. Huskisson, who 
was actually in office under Pjtt or Dun- 
das when the measure was diifussed ; 
with all this before his eyes, this Gentle- 
man tells the public, that neither tli9 
making of Bank-notes a legal tender nor 
any thing of the tort was in the contemplatioiK. 
2 U2 
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f)f ary man at, llie time when the Act for 
the sii 3 J:eii/ion of caJi paytocnla was 
; iirul lhat any yropo^iion of the 
wouKl ha\e excited tmivtysal alarm, 
aud won'd have Itftcihly' drawn the at- 
tention td* the Ics'ialiitii.c and the public to 
the ])0S2>ibile coni>ec|uenccs ui such an in- 
iiovalion I 

Here, (H’nth iTien, we have an instance 
oilher (»!' ilic iuconvc/iu'ss, I niip;ht say, the 
vjtioi u.:(f\ or ilu: ih'nua riti/, of Mr. IIus- 
hi.-: Oil, o ini, to say the truth, is tiot with- 
out In 1 1 ' uiptalicjis, as we shall by-and- 
bv to draw a M il over the orii^in and 
t!ie fondest of ihe ori'iiuntors of the mea- 
sure o| I'roti'cllnj^ ibo Lank aj^ainst the 
doni.mdi ol the notc-holdors ; t,o do which 
ii was a!)soUiUiy necessary cither to make 
L.inlv-notes a la'ttl tcndir, or to do some- 
thin^' lhat vhonld answer the s.nnc pur- 
pose . T<> make thorn a Ic^at itViUr l»v 

law, at once, would, ijuloed, have lo cn Ji 
tiling so vlianieful as not to hr rndured, 
111 tiu* !. ( o of the pvliicijdos laid down hy 
ilio |).ir!''onfMit, in tin; Aot of the Uh y< ar 
oi (ioo. III., above (jaoiotl. 'J o pass a iavv 
making Knjrlisii IHnk-nutcsa le^;al tcridtr, 
jin t n;.> linglisli iJank -notes upon a loved 
woh iho, (olonial paper mentioned in that 
A«’t ; io make Lank-nritos the di*t»i:tded 
tinnj: there descnlK<l, was wh,:l lould n»d 
be thon^;hl of, nnlil all llu' means of 
^voidiiv' it had been tried ; but, it is, 
jievarihel,'>s, veiy char, thai, if Uio cir- 
cui.itin;;; if tilt* pi (with all 

the a))j)oaraiu (' of oikei jl anthoj it} ) of the 
re^olu.ifins Ironi iho Mansion ihaisc ^and 
fiom the benches ol‘ coimty Justices: it 
is veiy clear, that if these had failed in 
giving cuvrenry to the Ikink-notes, thc.se 
noic^ would have been made a legal tmde^r 
in all cases, and to all intents and purposes 
whatever, 'riicy are a legal tender /roffi 
the Bank 't hey arc a legal tender 

to the Slock- holder in ])aymcnt of his 
dhidtnds. No man can su« the Lank 
Company on aecouni of lludr refusing to 
give Imn gold for aiu^ oT ihciv promissory 
notfca ot ‘vhieh he may bo tho holder ; 
nor can m.y Siocti-hohitT .sue the Lank 
Company n. accountiof a relusal to pay 
him the ei* dividends in cash. 

They arc ce'‘ra‘.;il\ ,wt a legal Under be- 
tween m.^n and u an, any further th.m as 
far Jis n lutes to tlu; bzirrirr^ of an arrest 
and of the neccs^i'y of syctud bul. You 
cannot arrest, or demand s,n:eiai bail from, 
tho debtor, who Uiuicrs you the amount 


of your dc'bt in Lank of England notes ; 
but, you may sue him in the other way. 
The tender of Bank-notes secures the 
debtor from arrest and from being obliged 
to give special bail, in the first instance ; 
but", it does not protect him against being 
^finalbj compelled to pay in cash. If, for 
instance, Giuzzlf. Greenhorn owes either 
of you a hundred pounds; or, which is a 
better illustration, perhaps, if you have 
in your hands a hundred and five pounds 
in amount of the notes of Messrs. Jbvi*ER- 
KITE & Co. Country Bankers and you 
have a mind to iiave gold for those notes, 
looking loiwmd to a time when you may 
want them, and having a greater attach- 
ment to the l:ing'‘3 picture than to the 
arms ainl events ol' LaperLite & Co. In 
biieh a Clio*, yijii j/o to Papcrliilo with his 
nol<‘S, and fleuiund payment of them. Ho 
le.ndcrs yon, as a matter of course. Ban!: 
of England iioU's lo the amount of tlioi,^ 
of his own which you present for pay^ 
ineiil ; but yon, in pursuance of yo'ir 
dc.sryn to bo possessed of a hundred ol the 
kini;*s picture'', demand rold, ami stick ti* 
lhal demand, [f Im cannot, or will not, 
pay yen in gold, raniiot arrest him or 
compel him u> put in special hail, but, yon 
ran bring the ovihnaiy action of 
against him, the det ision erf which i* snre 
to be in your favour with tin; usual costs, 
and, while trie, action is going on, he i^ 
obligf'd to deposit the iJiinit of England votec 
in court, as the gvoumi ol being protected 
in the meanwhile against arrest ami against 
the demand of spe.ciul bail; and, jf ho 
doe.s not make this deposit, yon can even 
arrest him, a.s in any other case of refusal 
or inability to pay. 

Thus, Gentlemen, stands the law, with 
regard to the legality of a tender of Bank 
of England notes. The Tax-gatherer 
cannot reluse tlicm in payment of taxes ; 
the Stockholder cannot refuse them in 
payment of his dividends; and the note- 
holder cannot demand coin for them of 
tiie Bank Company or of any body else, 
of whom lie has once received them in pay- 
ment; but, any private individual may 
refuse them in payment of money due to 
him from any body but the Bank Com- 
pany,; and, in a}" proceed to recover pay- 
mtnt in real money, in the way above 
described. 

Thinking it desirable to keep this sub- 
ject ot the Legal Tender distinct from that 
of the X>uratiQn of the Act of I71^7> and 
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tiavin (5 iirofssarily a good deal to say 
upon tl)<; Initor subject, and much interest- 
ing matter to developc, 1 shall not enter 
thereon till my next Letter ; and, in the 
meanwhile, I rettiain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithful tfiend, 

W*^. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Neiv^atc, Monday, 

November 19, 1310. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Kini^^s Ilinlss. The accounts which, 

Ujjoii this subjcot, a!c given in the news- 
pjipcTS, are so very ddicroiit ; and indeed, 
:io directly opposite to one anotlier, that it 
is next to iinjiossiiile to know' what to be- 
lieve, or what to guess at. The Official 
reports, or bulletins, as they are called, 
may nioun any thing, or nothing, just as 
the interpreter is disno'^ed to think, or to 
widi. 'ihe Morning l\)sL of Friday and 
iSatunlay last told ns, tiiat tin: King had rnt 
only hod w^crrtciivvwith Lords Che-terfu Id 
and (*3rabden, tltat he h:cd aUn'.tied to 
s^'veral of '1 he TiMrs 

news-paper itad said ihe same thing; 
but, ye^tcrday (Monday, file lOlli) it 
ctuilrad.icLfd its levinor •statements, lh«« ; 
In the cagf;rness of our anxiety for his 
Maji^sty’s iccovcrv, w* natinvilly catch 
at every rumour of a favourable nature. 
It was in this spirit that we stated on 
'' Fiiday, that twor noblemen, Lords Cam- 
den and Chesterfiehl, had been admitted 
to an interview with the King in the 
course of last week; and that various 
points of public business had been sub- 
niitted to his Majesty. V/e feel the 
deepest regret in being under the neces- 
** sity of stating, that there is not the small- 
ist fonndatioa for these reports. For up- 
« wards of three weeks his Majesty has in 
no iiustance exercised the functions of 
'' sovereignty ; nor have the noblemen if'ien- 
tioned been fidmiited to his presence. We 
may even add, that no branch of the 
Royal Family has seen the august head 
of it during the above period, Wc the 
more readily adopted the flattering re- 
'' ports that were in circuhaiion, as they 
were, in a great measure, sanctioned by 
" the declarations of Ministers in both 

** Houses on the preceding day.^'^ 

falshood of the Morning Post was, indeed, 
taihcr too flagrant to mislead any body ; 
for, it said, that the King had attended to 
business before Friday ; so that, he must 
have done it on Thursday, and that was the 


day, ujjon w tdoh the PaTlioment met ; arid 
on which it was noxi to .mpossiblo that 
the fact, if true, slKiuld v,o\. h.»vc been 

stated.i To day ('ruesiluy, v.'th) the 

Morning Post tells us, that it ibr; ii,«, x- 
prcssible bappiness to armcunce tin* gix'at 
anicndriKi.t that has (nken place in ih^ 
King’s di'?order, and it then proceeds fur- 
ther to slate, th.it “ Though his iM'aji^>tv 
“ has not ytt exercised any act of ''ovc- 
“ reiiffity it is certain tiiat he has of lute, 
" more than once, spoken voluntarily of 
the stale of ihinu^ created by his illness, 
“ and the proceedings co!iscf)ue it iiptui 
" them; nor it hss trii*’ that hr has wc- 
“ ViaUy attended for three hoiii& t.> iLc a: ru/i'Zc- 
“ 7iicr,t of The hoits-Jiold of the •i.u Jt lu>r.Li'Ud 

** Princess Amtli Fruin ti,c huilc- 

tiiis, no one would Inlieve this be ftuc; 
and, considering the source w lienee it pro- 
ceeds, there can, 1 think, he little doubt of 
its being wdiolly fihc. At the motive, 
which this vcn il writer h.i.s I’.r promul -gat- 
ing such fdschoo Is, it is U’ry jeasy to 
giic-s ; and, if is iny duty t'> cuiilicn tho 
pnblio against being di c.dvcil by tlumi. 

The state of uncertai ity, in uliieli wo 

are placed by these contri'dictory rcportcj, 
cannot, liowovr-r. be of long dmatlon. 
Tiscre mn^t soon be an official aod sp^njic 
report made upun the subjec t, wh'fli \m|! 
IcMve no room for these liauds, practised 
upon a credulous people by a ven d vender 
of paragraphs. Hypocrisy and baud, low 
cheating lamning, the hinlgci of tricks 
of ihese prostituted [xn-inen, are cap;*- 
bIc*of doing much, 'fhoy have done 
much ; they, with their aids, have cie- 
ated anil kept up a delusion as com- 
plete, as disgraceful, and perhaps, as 
fatal, as any that **vcr existed in 
the world i Kit, there are certain 
things which they cannot do; Ihcrc arc 
certain bounds to the succe^s of their 
faLhoods and their frauds ; iiihI, though 
wc live in an age when ialshuod and hypo- 
crisy have met with sui li success, 1 fljUcr 
myself with the hope of living to see lliese 
two most mischlevou^ vices a liitle les< 
fashionable in England than they now are. 

^Thc publishing faldioods, Kiimvii 

falshoods, is, with prints like the Morning 
Post, system ; settled method of proreed- 
ing ; a fixed line of conduct. "Fhc vvjiier, 
or writers, know well that .dl intelligent 
persons will, at once, perceive not only 
the falsehoods, but the motives whence 
they are publi^’hed. They also knovy 
very well, that the whole ^of the public, 
including the stupid crtfaturcs wbotu the/ 
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intend to cheat with these falsehoods, will, 
'ere long, perceive them. But, with all 
this before their eyes ; with the certainty 
of being and of meriting to be, objects of 
contemjM and of scorn with all men of 
sense and of worth, they proceed on, 
quite-regardless of the consequences, pro- 
vided they can secure the delusion of the 
twenty four hours in which they are 

WTiting. On Salurday last, the I7th 

instant, there was published in the same 
print, an article woithy of notice, as it 
touches upon the measures to be aihpud in 
rase the King should not recover. This is a 
matter which interests one; because 

much must depend upon it. 1 will 

here insert the article, and oflei* such re- 
marks upon it as appear to me likely to 

be useful. Aliliough the attention 

“ which his IMujesly has paid to business, 

*■ within the last lew days, has been the 
“ cause of some return of fever, wc 
arc most cordially rijoiced at stating 
that every account coiK'urs in repre- 
'' srnting iiis Majesty as likely to be soon 
** coinphtely restored to his affectionate 
People.— It Hi therefore less necessary 
** thsin ever, as v^ell as less becoming, to 
speak of the measures, which the two 
" Houses of Parliament vs'ould have adopt- 
ed, in the event of his Majesty con- 
** tinuing unable to attend to public bu- 
siness. But we cannot omit a few com- 
nients upon a most extraordinary ar- 
** tide whicli appeared in the Morning 
Chronicle ofyesterd ay— rpremising, how- I 
ever, that we will not be drawn inro a 
controversy upon subjects which do not 
“ require discussion. — Nothing can be 
more entirely misrepresented than the 
proceedings of Thursday, if they are 
made to authorise the idea, that in tJie 
** event of a Regency becoming necessary, 

'' the Heir Apparent to the Throne would 
be declared, de .iure, Regent. This 
'' claim of divine and indefeasible right 
was brought forward, not by the Prince 
'' hims If, but by Mr. Fox and Lord 
Loughborough, in I7SS. It was no 
soonfc\' v^rced, than those who urged it 
wished to av jid a decision upon it. 
« But it wi\a then too late ; it was nects- 
'' sary to (h'cide, and the claim was most 
« decisively rejecitd. At the time, there 
was not any precedents either in favour 
** of the claim or against it. The pre- 
ct.dent then created, is certainly as de- 
•• cisive as a precedent can be. There 
was not then, nor is there now, any 
doubt as to the person to be appointed 


'' Regent ; — there were many differences 
" with respect to his powers ; and we ad- 
" mit, that many of the circumstances 
" w'hich should guide the judgment in 
** this respect now, are materially altered 
" since 1788. But the question of abso- 
lute or limited Regency is not necessa- 
" rily connected, though it has been most 
improperly confounded, wiih thatof the 
‘'indefeasible right of the Regency. Such 
" a right would imply an absolute Regent, 
“ but the rejection of the claim of right 
" docs not necessarily imply a limited 
‘‘ Regent. The discussion of Claims of 
" Right is always to be avoided, if possi- 
" blc. In the present case, even if the 
hopes of his Majesty’s speedy and entire 
" recovery were less stiong, it does not 
" appear that such a discussion would be 
" at all required. On the practical question, 
" that is, as to ivhat is fit to be done, there 
'' would not, we are convinced, be any material 
" difference of opinion hvlwten the persons by 
" whom the measures would pnjbably be pro- 
posed, and those more immediately interested 
" m than; the theoretical questions, we 
'' trust, would be avoided on all hands. 
« — Wbi take this opportunity of correct- 
** ing the mis*4>taiement of a Weekly Rub- 
Ucatioiif in which it was insinuated that 
in 1788, there was an intention of join- 
" ing others in the Governhicnt with the 
Prince of Wah's. The fact is, that the 
** Prince was to have been sole Regent, 
" under certain restrictions, the principal 
" of which were, that he should not, for 
“three years, grant pensions for life, or 
“ Peerages. Ihe Ciucen was to hare a 
“ Council, to assist in the care of his Ma- 
“ jesly’s person and household; and this 
may possibly have led the Weekly 
" Writer into his mistake. — It is hardly 
“ necessary to advert to what is said, as 
“ to the Irish Bishops, &c. silting in Con- 
“ vention. The Livery of London, or 
“ Freeholders of Middlesex, might cqual- 

“ ly claim that right First: the 

reader will see, that on the day when the 
bulletin stated the King to have more fever, 
this writer ascribes it to the attention which 
the King had paid to business, which was, we 
are here told, the cause of the return of the 

fever. Second ; This writer confounds 

divine and indefeasible Tight, with hereditary 
right. With respect to the former, it has 
been denied, and the nation, in choosing a 
king, at the time of the Revolution, acted 
upon the principle of the denial. But, 
does this writer, in the Morning Post (who 
by-lhe-bye, from the decency of his 
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language, appears to be but an occasional 
writer), mean to deny the htreditafy right ? 
And this, I think, he must deny, before he 
denies the right of the Prince of Wales to 
be Regent, in case of the King’s incapacity 
to exercise the functions of Royalty. If 
this right be not in the Heir Apparent, it 
is, of course, in nobody. Who, then, is to 
settle tlie point ? If a Regent is to be 
chosen, he may or may not be of the Royal 
Family. Step aside from the line of de- 
scent, and there is no boundniy left. Be- 
sides, Uiho is to choose the person to supply 
the place of the King? The two Houses of 
Parliament? Why, if they can do this 
without the King’s assent, what can they 
iK>t do ? They cannot authorize the mak- 
ing of a Turnpike Road without the King’s 
assent ; and yet, according to this writer, 
they can appoint, of ihi irown w'ill, a per- j 
son, any person, to suppl y the place of the I 
King himselt^ to the exclusion of his heir | 
and even the whole of his family ; for, 
this is a necessary deduction from the asser- 
tion, that the Piince of Wales’s claim of 
right to the Regency was unfounded. The 
Regency, like the crown, must go by de- 
scent or by election ; if the former, which 
this writer denies, then the Prince’s claim 
oi' right was undoubted ; and if the latter, 
the choice might fall upon any body else 
ar» well as one of the Royal Family. 
Which, I take it, is a doctrine for the 
preaching of which an accusation of Ja- 
cobinism and even oi treason would not have 
satisfied the venal tribe, if I had been the 

preacher. Third : this writer (who is 

not the same that writes in the Morning 
Post generally) throw's out,Hhat the times 
and circumstances are altered noio ; that 
it is desirable to avoid the theoretical 
questions; and that there will, lie is con- 
vinced, be very little ditferepce of opinion 
between the persons by whom the measures 
would probably be proposed and those 

more immediately interested in them. 

Very well. 1 am glad to hear this, not 
being able to persuade myself, that the 
Prince would be content with any thing 
short of the wltole of the kingly power and 
authority. Yet, though circumstances 
are altered, I cannot see, that they arc so 
much altered as to make wholly unfitting 
the measure contained in the propositions 
of 1788, if it was Jilting then. So far, 
however, was that measure frofh being 
fitting, that it was, as his Royal Highness 
himself (see page 88ii,) described it ; “a 
project for producing weakness, and 
disorder, and incccurity in every branch 


of the administration of aH'iirs ; a pro- 
ject for dividing the Royal Family from 
« each other ; for ^paraling the court 
from the state ; a scheme disconnecting 
'' the authority to command service from 
" the power of animating it by reward, 
and for allotting to the Prince all the 
" insidious duties of the government, 
without the means of softening them to 
the public, by any one act of grace, 
** favour, or benignity.”—^ — This was the 
! description, which the Prince himselt gave 
of the scheme that was proposed to him. 
Whether 1 was right, then, in my former 
description of the thing which Put meant 
to set up instead of the kingly olbce, let 

the reader judge. ^This writer in the 

Morning Post alfcets to believe, that I had 
fallen into a mistake, and that I meant, that 
I it w'as proposed, in 1768, to make some 
other persons Regents with the Prince. 
1 meant no such thing, and 1 could mean 
no such thing, having, as 1 had, all the 
proce€jdiiigs before rny eyes. I meant 
what Wvis really the fact, that the scheme 
of 1788 w-as intended to keep from the 

Prince all real power. This writer tells 

us, that the Pi ince was to be sole Regent. 
He does, indeed, allow, that there was to 
be A COUNCIL to assist the QUEEN, 
who, under the advice of this Council, was 
only to have the care of the King*s person ; 
only that, and management of the house- 
hold and the appointment qj' the officers there- 
D?i such as master of the horse, lords of 
the bedchamber, &c. &c. &c. ; only that 
andf w hich 1 had like to have forgotten, 
the management of the King’s privy purse 
of sixty thousand pounds a year; only 
these little matters were to be left in the 
hands of the QUEEN and COUNCIL, 
while the Prince^ was to be denied the 
power of making peers, or of granting any 
oflice in reversion, or any pension, or any 
place whatever, except for the King*s 
pleasure; and, of course, no such grant or 

appointment could have any security. 

Well might the Prince complain, as he 
did complain, that this w:is an attempt to 
degrade both him and tlie kingly office. 
Who is there so blind as not to see, ihat, 
under the operation of such a scheme, the 
Prince could have had no real power; and, 
that, if it had continued long, the kingly 
office must have fallen into the state that 
His Royal Highness anticipated ? — — . 
Yet does Mr. George the Elder, 
speak of the Minister’s conduct upon that 
occasion in strains of the highest eulo- 
gium. At that juncture/’ says he. 
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*<• t)]ere were particular circumstances in the 
political slate ami political opinions of 
'' Europe, which tended more than over 
'' to endear to every gStod and viiiuous man 
the monarch they saw re-established, and 
the tranquillity which that happy event 
had restored. The display of wisdom 
'' and of iinnness evinced by IVlr. Pitt 
cUninu that interval of national anxieiy 
** which the King’s illness occasioned, did 
** him uijDHte fioncur: Jjo took that fn^h 
** groifid, which ins i-vri/tc as well as Ins 
aluLiy entitlerl him to lake; ; and with a 
iljgnitv and co(Jra;ie inspired l>y both, 
r. bakfd at once the fears of the timid, 

** a,fid yupporud the of his Sove^ 

' reig'i: not less ftiiihlal lo hi^ country 
t'ami loyal to his King, ho devotod Ijis 
soi vices to l)oili in a manner equally 

m '.nly and disinttaestcd This wun 

wriuen -md pul.dished onlv four years ago, 
and years after the King had visited 
This \< the dcscnptioii which 
Mi.'lfo E gives ofcoiidnct, of Vihiejithe 
i.iVt lUivjii of the abo\ e-nicritioiied project 
mai!-. a part ; and whicli.project, of course, 
i ['ly this writer, looked upon as necessary 
to H'ppori the ngfas oj the King, though, a . 
vve have icen, its obvious tendency was 
to withiiold from his Son all the real 

powc -s of sovereignty. Tin wmerr. of 

this biller laetion have always thus dealt 
in inf dilations. Look at the libovc-cpuied 
pjitsbiige, reader, and say what you think 
jt ineaiKs; say what }o”u think \i J airly 
v:iaris. And, to use a vulgar ))lirasc, nhy 
lUiS this subject Tipped up in the year IrOfi r 
What good could it do ? And what ob- 
ject but one could it p»jasibly hive, es- 
pecially vviitii tin listed into a work upon 
fina.vjo :■ Jonx llowLts, in rvlora-poliiio.il 
pampniots, 1 riiu4. confess, acted in a 
more manly way. He has .spoken out, 
and, it what he say-s be bad, it is at least, 
free from the charge of meanness. He 
lias insinuated, but he has not assailed 

with ne'iuialions only. Ai pa/e Qi7, 

1 brougl K down the Official liuilrims to 
ihe rnoiukjg of ilie 13th instant. 1 shall 
lure inscii Uu ai to the evening of \e«vter- 

day, the i!hh inslnnt. Ti esdav, Nov. 

l.'L beven, i*. m, The King has liad 
a liitle increase of tcver this day, but his 

" Majesty is low railn r better.^' Wed- 

NEM>A\, Nov. 14. “ The King ha.s had 
some slcftp in the night, and his Majesty 


* H*>bL\ Brief Examination into the 
Kcvcmic, &c, published in 1800, bv J. 
Ilatchard. 


is better this morning.^ -Thursday, 
Nov. 15. '' His Majesty is much the same 
to day as lie was yesterday.^'— —Nov. 
1,5.- - ni'np o’clock r. m. “ llis Majesty has 
" had a little increase of fever thi« afier- 

** noon.^' Friday, Nov. lO. '' His Ma- 

“je^ty has had some sleep in the night, 

'' and his fever is Mgain a little abatid.^’' 

Nov. 10. " Jlis Majesty has had a 

" little increase of feVer this evening.*' 
— — SAriJKDAY, Nov. 17. Ill's Majesty 
*' has had a msliess night, and has. upon 
" the whole, been more /everish for the 

la.st two day i.*' Nov. 17 — Nine 

o'clock, e. M. ‘‘ILs ?vL>jcsty'.s fever has 
coniuincd, but without an increase ihis 

‘^evening.'’ Sundvy, Nov. IS, His 

j Majesty Ijad .'•’i)me sleep in the night, 
and there is a liulo abatement of fever 

"• this moriing.** Monday, Nov. ly. 

His Majesty Iras passed a quiet night 
“ though without sleep, having slept se- 
veral liours yesterday evening. Tins 
“ moining he is ipiitc as well as he was 

yt sierduy.’* these reports there 

not much to be collected ; and, as to 
whut’is said in the news-papers, beyond 
these report-*, no ivliniiec whatever can be 
daceil, not even the smallest degree. 
'Those, therefore, who wish to avoid being 
deceived, will wail for the oliieial deve- 
lopement ; for, they may be'assured, tliat 
that is the only way to avoid deception. 

PoRTLfcc EsE CoM>riKAc Y. — — 'I'lieread- 
or will, douhtle.ss, recoiled the account, 
which was given us, by the Morning Post, 
early in l.i^t mouili, of a horrihle con- 
.-piracy in Poitugul, m the city of Lisbon, 
which extendeil iiself, we were told, 
through tin; whole kingdom. In the Ue- 
gistti of the bth of October, at page 545, 
the subject was taken up, and descanted 
upon somewhat at large. The Morn- 

ing Post had asserted, that great numbers 
of the nobles and gentlemen, that many 
eminent merchants, that a Judge and a 
Marciiioness, were amongst Hie cor.spira^ 
tors; that arms and clothing tor 5 thousand 
men were provided, that the plot extended 
far and wide; that it was the design to 
a»sa.-.sinate the English; and that the con- 
spirators had been seized (some of them 
ill their beds) and sent ‘df to Africa toith* 
ovtntnaL Whereupon the Morning Post 
bestowed* great praises upon the vtgilanct'' 
and the vigour of Lord Viscount Talavera. 

- —If the reader will look back to pages. 
557 and 558, he will see niy reasoning upon 
tbs Btatements of the Morning Post, »nd 
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lie will see the conrfnsion drawn, and, in- ' 
deed, nat'.iially and mevdabl^ j>»acee(i‘?nfj 
irtnn such premises. ■■ — I he article ap- 
jKared in tin* IVl:ii’n'no Eost ot the second 
!)t‘ Ocioher; wy commentary was puh- 
lijlied on ili ‘ a^/^ ot‘ October, and wliich 

cominenia. y went all alonjj upon the cow- 
di/ztj.’t that the statement ot‘ the Mortiitig 

Post was frne. Now, mark what ban 

since happened : the Pb^tu^uu^e govern- 
ment, in the Lisbon Gazette of the 
of October, contradicts the state- i 
merits the positive, the detailed, the cii- ■ 
cuinstantiAl statements of the iMo'iiing ' 
Post; and even complains ol the 
of that print, for, as will be seen, no other 
piint, can the Portni^uesc Government 

mean. “ It appearing liy positive in- 

formation received by the Lulice, that 
** tile it'sidence of certviin in iividuais in 
this country pr jve prejudicial to 

** the public tranijuiUify and peace, in cir- 
** cinnsiances s«i crnical as ihe present, 
«' the Government aiiopted the resolution 
" provisMiiudly to remove them from Partu- 
'i’his im asine having been f'mAVf, 
calumninled in an Emrlish mivspaper <»f the 
“ 2d instant, the (70vernor of the kingdom 
has ordered the .said calu/mies to lie con- 
'' tradicted, and to declare, that neither 
3Lirdtal-(jen Lord WeUiau^ton, nor the 
** Muust.r Pienfpotentiary of Ins Britannic 
** Majesty, nor any other individual <tt the 
** Ehi>liJi natwu, had the least skate in the 
above procecdiiaySy iwr any prexfinis notice 
“ thcrcoj, because it was nieroly the result 
of authentic information, comniurtii ale ' 
by the police. 'I’he other absurd ac- 
** counts of a conspiracy, o\ arms ftnind, &c. 
'' are so notoriously JaUc, that they deserve 
" no refutation. Ollences of that descrip- 
lion, did they really exist, wciuld he 
" visited with punishnooits far more ri- 
goroiis.— (Lisbon (Jazette, Oct. 29. y* 
Tliis is very good. Here, we have the 
Portuguese Government protesting ngain.'<t 
the statements of this English news- 
paper, though, IS it will be remem- 
bered, the M<.rning Post pa>d that g'^'vein- 
ment the highest compliments for having 
done those violent and tyrannical acts, 
which it now appears, that the govern- 
ment never had in contemplation. And, 
it IS well worthy of remark, that particular 
pains are here taken to convince the world, 
that our Commander and our Envoy had 
no hand luhatever in the .shijipidg of any 
body off; though the Morning Pont had 
taken as great pains to make the people 
of England beliovc^ that both of them 


came in for a share of the merit. That 

this solemn contradiction has arisen from 
ihe article in the PegisVer, ju^t referred to, 
is more than I can po.sitivfdy ; but, I 
think, there can be no doubr, of its havincr 
arisen from the desire of Lord Talaveva 
and Mr. Sunvart not to be ibougbt pailus 
to a measure, which bud been so much 
praised in the Morning P«>.sfc. Tlio mea- 

sure, be it lumcmbcrcd, as described in 
this piint, was too moderate for the writer, 
lie had told us, that many most respecta- 
ble and very aged persons had been seized 
on, some of I hern in their beds ; had been 
prevented I’rorii seeing their children or 
their friend i; and had been sbijipcd off 
to .Africa leuj^ont a tiial. z^nd, upon the 
supposition that all th.is was true; nay, 
after ha^ing slated it as truth, this writer, 
\vln» Is continually lUteiing vehement at- 
ticks upon the tyranny of Hoon ipaite, told 
US, that he knew not whether ho should 
** altogether commend tiie moderation with 
which the individiiaL. had been dbposed 
— This is, by f.ir, the most mate- 
rial eircuinstaiico beloii ’iii:;' to ihc affair. 
Here i . an Enl^lish nrws-|> ;per wrdi.r, lA'bo, 
in giving wliai he supposes to lie a iruc ar- 
couTit of a conspiracy in Portugal, to de- 
fen I the htnrtks of wbieh couii'.iy an Hng- 
I sh army is sent, led Is us, lluU many of 
roe most respectable people have been 
s< izetl upnri suspicion, have not been suf- 
forcil lo s« e ihoir cdii'.dien or iiierids, and 
have been tians- or ted vviihout any sort of 
rial or examination , and tie adds, that 
-e d(i*>s ii 't know, whediei be ought to 
I'ninmctid \\\v fifodcration, with which these 
people have b< en disposed of. Tiiis is the 
fact, iipmi ivliieh I wish the reader to dwell 
for a moment; a; d, linn, 1 wish h:m to 
ask hiiriself, v\hai he thinks men of this de- 
str ptiou xccidd f^ladty see done in En^land^ 
/\*« lo ivhat (Ini r ally happen at Lis- 
bon, upiiH the oi'ensMiii n foiled to, 1 can- 
not say. The contradietion in the Lisbon 
(vazetle is nor so tud as lo enable me to 
form any judgmi nt upon ihat subject; nor, 
indeed, is it any busmr ss of mine. 

Spanish War. Lord Blanev. — T-ndcr 
the head of CAoir. and dale of the of 
October, ihe following article has ap- 
peared ill the London news papers, and 
e^iiecially in the Times of yesterday.—— 
The expedition that sailed for the coast' 
of Malaga has not liceii successful. It 
disembarked at Midaga, and was re- 
« ceived by 4,000 French troops, to whom 
" the greater part qf the foreigners who lately 
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passed frcm the enemp^s army, and enlisted 
** under the Spanish and English colours, de- 
serted* Tlie regiment ot‘ infantry of 
Toledo susiaineri a very bj isk fire, and 
^ covered the retreat and embarkation of 
** the remainder of the forces. Our loss 
consists of 400 men; and the English 
Commander of the expedition (Lord 
•' Blancy) was wounded and taken pri- 
** soner.* Such are the particular accounts 
which we have received respecting this 
** unfortunate expedition ; they will teach 
•* tis what we have to expect from men who 
" have once abandoned their colours 
1 do not see why this should teach you any 
such thing. You have ofleii enough been 
told of this before. You haye been told, 
that those who had betrayed others would 
belray you. Nay, it is curious enough, 
but, 1 believe, that these men, so com- 
plained of here, are the ver}' persons, of 
the enlistment of whom out of Dupont’s 
army, Mr. VVardle complained, in the 
House of ('ommons, and, at tiie same 
time, foictold the conscquRiiccs of em« 
ploying them. He wanted to save the j 
money, laid out upon the enhsment of these i 
foreigners^ He wanted to leave that money 
in the people's pockets. It was a part of 
what he would have saved to the nation. 
Oh 1 bow the venal writers; how the 
whole set abused him for that proposition ! 
And, how dearly we shall, I fear, pay for 
tlio rejcc'ion ol his truly wise and public- 

spirited advice. ’fhe account here 

given of this adventure under Lord Blaney 
f whom, I must say, 1 never heard ^^f be- 
fore,) may possibly be a mere lomance; j 
but, 1 do not [think so an 3 ^ more for our 
not having seen much of it in the public 
prints. It IS not an adventure to talk 
much about. It is a thing to keep quiet, 
and especially as the fierocs of Dupont^s 
army ; the **Jine body of men** (for so they 
were called), who ** left the tyrant^s ranks 
for liberty’s sake,” are so deeply con- 
cerned in it. — —I sliould not wonder, if 
wo were never to hear of this affair again : 
especially if it be (rue. And, here we 
have another instance of the nature of 
our press, 1 hope the Spanish Cortes will 
take care to provide for a press, that shall 
not be a bar to any thing bMifalshood, 

Portuguese War.^ We were told, 

forty days ago, that the battle must be 
fought in six days ; and, we now find, that 
it was not fought ten days ago ; or, at any 
rate, we find, that Massena was not, ten 
days ago, either dead from starvation, or 
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running away. -Now, I must confess, 
that 1 do not think he will be starved quite 
80 soon as our Viscount’s people seemed to 
expect; though, doubtless, he must be 
starved in the long run.— Our papers 
all agree, that Massena was laughed at. 
By who7}i they do not say ; but, we are to 
suppose, of course, that he was laughed at 
by our own people. The Morning Post, 
beginning with the thirteenth of Novem- 
ber, tells us, that Massena is retreating; 
that he has already begun to move his 
heavy baggage ; that Lord Talavcra did 
not mean to follow him with his whole 
army ; that he meant to follow him with 
his cavalry and light troops only ; tliat 
deserters had been constantly coming in 
afthe rate of from sixty to 100 of a day, 
that they ail agreed in representing thj 
French army as sullering the extreme 
of want and wretchedness; that Lord Ta- 
lavera had been heard, in conversation 
with his oflicers, to laugh at Massena, for 
getting so completely into the nw c ; that 
Lord Talavcra was very secret, and, per- 
haps, meant to fall upon the French at. the 
la.st niotr.cni. 'lo this intelligence Mic 
I Morning Po.^t added these words. ** We 
I '' have the happiness once more of relieving 
the public mind of sc,, enso anil false 
** rumours, by laying hcir.ir ir authentic 
“ news from our brave ar'Vy in l*orlugal. 
The French arc retreat tn^ ! And that too 
wHhoutdaring to Ivazaid an attack upon 
** us.”~&o much for that nue news. 
On the fourteenth the same paper told us, 
that the French had only (>0,000 men, 
horse ami foot, while our force consi>ted 
of 34,000 British, 30,000 Portuguese, 
troops of the line, 10,000 Spaniards from 
Uomana’s array* and 10,000 Portuguese 
Militia. Thus have I all my men. I have 
not so often mustered my (i0,000 fighting 
men for nothing, fori have them all here, 
and 24 good thousands at their back.- 
Besidcs this force in Soldiers, we have, the 
same paper of the same date tells us, 120 
forts, upon which are mounted nearly 1,000 
cannons, besides the train of artillery be- 
longing to our army , and 25 gunboats placed 
upon the river. We have now in the Tagus, 
adds the writer, 2 three-deckers, 7 two 
deckers, 3 frigates, and smaller vessels ; 
therefore, we conclude that we have now 
nothing to fear, the enemy being destitue 
of provisions, and losing by desertion and 
otherwise not less than I (X) men a day. 
Then he tells us, that Lord Talavera has 
immortalized himself; that he will go 
into Lisbon crowned with laurels ; that 
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every thing wears a most cheering as- 
pect; that Lord Talavera's movements 
and his success in drawing Massena after 
him, were thought a ch^ d' oeuvre of the 
Military art ; that Massena's army must 
be destroyed in the retreat ; that a great 
scarcity of provisions prevailed in Mas- 
sena’s ariny ; that Massena was starving ; 
that a great number of his horses had 
been kilted and stewed dawn for soup. On 
the fifteenth the same print told us, that 
I/jrd Talavera^s firmness and decision were 
of the highest cast, and stamped him qua- 
lified for the greatest enterprizes; that 
he would, doubtless, continue to pur- 
sue a system, by which he had already 


accomplished so much / / / But, ^Jet 

us go on if we can That ail Mas- 


sena's communications were cut off; that 
his army w'^ere in absolute want of bread ; 
Uiat no rations of liread had been served 
out to them for forty days |)ast ; that, of 
late, they had been without salt ; that 
tliey must inevitably soon be afflicted 
with the dysentery and other com- 
plaints; that Massena was now laus^hed 
at moj'i and more , that for seventeen 
days, previous to the of October, the 

Trench had had no provisions whatever, ex- 

apt some airs of Indian corn^ All this 

news bi ought us down no later than the 
2{)i\\ or 30th ®of October. The news- 
papers of to-day tell us 6f dispatches to 
the 10th of this month ; and no battleyet ! 
And the French still alive! The Dysentery 
not kill^^d them yet! They are tough 
dogs, I arn afraid. Talk of a cat, indeed ! 
A Frenchman must have ten times as many 

lives as a cat. -One can, however, now 

speak with something like certainty as to 
the time when this contest must terminate, 
unless Massena retreats or is attacked, for 
we have the most positive assurances, that 
Massena loses 100 men a day by deser- 
tions. Now, then, if he has only sixty 
thousand men, he will have lost the whole 
of them in 600 days from about the 1st 
of October last ; that is to say by the 
!2nd day of May, lt>12. And, be it ob- 
served, we can very well afford to lie 
watching him all that time, because the 
desertions from his army will much abuut 
make up for the wear and tear of ours. 

■ - - T here never was, I believe, before, an 
instance of an army of 8 1 thousand men 
being kept behind their lines by 60 thou- 
sand m^eii. I believe, that, in the history 
of no war whatever there is an instance ol 
the kind. It is very seldom that we have 
beard of an enemy attempting evea to 


defend itself with means so veiy inferior 
as those, to which (as wc are above told) 
Massena is now reduced. And, therefore 
for the honour of the English army and tho 
English name, let us hope, that he is really 
so situated as not to be ^le to get off : for 
upon what other ground than that of being 
sure to beat him finally without a battle, can 
he be, for only one hour, suflered to 

exist where he is ? Reader, put this 

question home to yourself ; and the an* 
swer to it will render unnecessary any fur- 
ther observations from your humble ser** 
vaiit, 

W“. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Wednesday, 
Novemf^cr 20, 1810. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

-^Proceedings of the Cortes, 
(Continued frotn page OOO.) 

Llaneras spoke against it, observing that it 
was not the only road by which a nation 
reached distinction, nor tiie only means of 
knowing the public opinion. — CV olfin was 
for the liberty of the press, because he 
thought it just, useful, and necessary. Ho 
combated the opinion of Llaneras, observ- 
ing, that since the art of printing more 
publicity had been given to our religion.-.- 
Anoiher deputy also .spoke in favour of it, 
observing that all were agreed in sub- 
stance. — V alcarcel, who also suppoittd 
this" liberty, was for putting it to the vote, 
" whether the quest ion had been suffici- 
ently discussed !" — The disi ussion, how- 
ever, \va.s continued ; and Creus read a 
plan, in which he proposed ihat the Cortes 
should permit political works to be printed 
wiihout a i-eiisor ; and at any r »te, if there 
was a censor, that submission to him should 
he voluntary on the part of the author.^— 
fenreirosaid, that it could not be doubted 
that this liberty produced iliumiiiation; 
hut that also by means of it were intro- 
duced a thousand errors He thought that 
it would be projrer to consult the Univer* 
sities, the Bishops, and the Holy Tribunal, 
who so much abhorred the French. That 
in Galicia and Catalonia this liberty would 
not be well received ; that of the 10 mil- 
lions of inhabitants in Spain, net miore 
than 100,000 were for it ; and that thuf a 
bad opinion would be formed of the Cortes. 
He insisted that errors were introduced 
like poison, and that the philosophers had 
filled the world with darkness; that the 
truly wise were few in number, and had 
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l>een siiflocAted hy the former ; that Spain 
had arrived at the height of its gloiy witli- 
oat the liberty of the ))rrS'i; niid uitlioiit 
it, also, had' raisefi its voice against the 
oppressor. He repeated, what the clergy 
of France had told their king;— that this 
fatrd liberty had introduced into England 
•sill infinity of seels, which tilled the island 
-nrid the thionc iviih horrors, and which 
would one day destroy the constitution of 
whit hit boasted, as that of France was 
icFt; that it was nuu h better to be sude 
•and good, than knowing and bad, like the 
French; that the executive power always 
had the greatest influence upon the pre^s, 
even though it was free, so that the press 
and Its liberty would be as ihc^oveninicnt. 
— Munoz Torreuo observed, that the Fiig- 
hsh held it as a fundamental principle, 
and a declared right of the nation, to 
watch over the agents whom it ap- 
pointed ; iliat this right was exercised 
through the press, in such a way, that 
what is done in Farliauient being pub- 
fi.-ihed, the most obscure individual could 
speak what he thought, and enlighten at 
tiie Ydme time the parliament and the 
iiallv'ui. Would to God it had never 
been s.’id from the puloits, that tlie Deity 
h.al inspired Charles IV to place power in 
I ho hands of ( •odo\% when he gave him^ 
rlic Admiraiiy^imd whcnihz libeity ofthc 
press existed only for sucli asi-ertions. He 
did not speak of learuv-d nvtii only, but cf 
the whole nation, who had a right to de- 
clare their opinions. This was not a the- 
ory witiiout practice, but what Tvas al leady 
estahlibhed by the constitution in England. 
It was the grossest error to say, that the 
nation ha«J not the right to declare its opi- 
nions, and yet that its de|mties possessed 
that right ; that when Ferdinand arrived, 
he would possess more force than the exe- 
cutive power; and then, if ihfere was no 
public opinion, nor tin; means of esta- 
blishing it, he might destr.ay, when he 
ciiost , the Cortes of the nation, as Godoy'^ 
had done, because there was no public 
oniniou, nor the means of freely establish- 
ing it. He shewed, that the French 
B' shops did not perform their duties ; and 
among other proofs, he mentioned that of 
70 of them being present at an entertain- 
ment given by the Conde dc Aranda. 
The best and strongest bulwark against 
vice was the moral and religious educa- 
tion of the citizens. He distinguished the 
civil and religious toleration of the Eng- 
Fisb, from that liberty of the press which 
he wished to establish. The wise alone 
did not go to form the public opinion^ but 
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the whole of the ciliaens. Those l<lons 
wtnc goiioral in Salamanca, Madiiil, Ha- 
dajoz, and in nuniiious otlnu* pi. ices. 
(Ilcrc Montes ohsorvod. that in thilicja 
flic measure would hi? recciived with |il(a- 
suro.) Torrero ooiicludeil, observing, ihjt 
the army were in fivour of llio liboity of 
the press; adding, that he had not de- 
duced his opinions from the rights of 
man, but from principles W'hich he had 
wcightil. — A rctj LLRs said, that even sup- 
posing the opinion of t^hdicla was against 
the liberty of the press, and though the 
Cortt**? siiouhl be deceived in supfiosiiig 
that the general opinion was for it, yet it 
was indispensable to allow ir ; lor by it 
alone could the general opinion be abccr- 
tained. — ]\Iokuos observed, that this was 
an alVair of conscience, and ought lo ho 
decided by theologians and the holy' 
fathers ; that the Council of IVcnt, in its 
18th and iQth sessions, pronounced against 
the libcriv of printing even books which 
treated of politics and the line arts; that 
the council of Lateran prohibited every 
kind of books without a previous revisal; 
that the Cortes ought not lo i;suc a de- 
claration contrary to sc) many pious regu- 
lations, &c. — Mor. vL.'.s rt plied, that rhe 
Bull quoted by IMorros cuily sp^Ire of tlm 
books of heretics known to bo such. — 
OuvEKOb observed, tliul. iIjc fatliers in the 
lir>t ages of the church cried out fur the 
liberty of writing, for priming was then 
unknown ; the gicalest persecution oftho 
church w<'s in tlie time of Julian, who 
prohibited all iheir books. 

Oct. 18.— The discussion on the liberty 
of the press was resumed. — O liveros .said, 
that at present, in the great persecution of 
the French church, this liberty^ was pro- 
hibited ; and that in Spain lodges (of free 
masons) are cstalilishing, which will de- 
stroy religion ; that obscure intrigues are 
formed in darkness; and that had it not 
been for the people, a revolution would 
have broke out in Madrid in 17Q3, which 
would have deluged the kingdom with 
blood; that if this liberty was not esta- 
blished, those piersons would come to have 
the upper hand, who aflbct republicanism 
ill order to obtain power— to be kings, 
duke.s, peers, &c. ; and that, in fine, byr 
means of the liberty of the press, England 
is a steady and moral nation.— M orales 
added, that neither a Holy Father nor a 
; Council could be mentioned which prohi- 
I bited writing. — It was then put to the 
vote, whether the point of the political 
^ liberty of the press had been sufiiciently 
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discussed; when it was almost unani- Ci scar, and {Jpn Pedro Agar^ 

niously agreed that it had. — It was then have been iipiiointcd to the Executive 
discus'jcd, whellier the voting sh(*ul(l be Power ; and to supply Ui - pliues oi the 
public or secret. On this ihtie were dii- Ivvo lirst, wh{> are abs^eai, Sluoi* Puig, and 
ierent opinions i and though Arguelles the iVIurc|uis del PulciCLOi* 
was of opinion the votes should be taken 

in the ordinary lorm by I'lose who ap- Sn-nx'.: or OcroBF.R 28.— At ten in the 
proved rising up, other ]Vputit?;expieL-sed moiniiig the Sitting commenced in pri- 
11 wish that the vo ing should be privuic, vate, and continued till four In the alier- 
hccause thus there would be more free- novn, uhe.i it was made public. The 
dom.— On this some debate took place; Seiiors Don Pedro Agar, the Marquis dt 1 
and though all menus were had recourse Palacio, and Don .losef Maria Puig on- 
to, to support tliis (»pini<»o, \et I.cxan ruse tcred, to take the oath.— Senor Agar look 
and observed, that it was tiie wish of the it in the cstabli&hed fori!!. Tiic iMarquisr 
Spani:sh nation that they ^■houlll ail be of Palacio fobov. '::i. v/ho to tho two 

heroes; that ii required liniiness and con- frst articles of ihe Icnrimla; and to th© 
sLancy, not only in ihosc who were in third he added, '• I do swe:.»' vvilh-'-ut pre- 
favour of the liberty of the pre^^s, but in imiice to the oaths wliicli I have aheady 
those v\ ho were against it; that Liic nation taken to Kiujf Ferdinand the The 

would look with the same asj)ert upon meeting and the public were surprised; 
those who hiMo;tally gave thvir \Mtf. lor the l^resideul observed, lliat this act flid 
i!iy liberty (»f the prcoS, ami upon not admit of ino.o words than those that, 

who with \'iilue and couNtaiicy voted were set down, I arknowledge and 
against it ; since both acted equally from swear but th.it, if (he Marquis was not 
a. sense of duty, and were eqvial in its eyed, properly acquaioHul witii the formula, it 
—This (|U(.stiou was then put, and it was should be repealed to him. The Secretary 
abuo'^a uut'jiir.um dy can it d that llie voting accoidingly read it a second time, and 
>’liould be piililif’. * the Marquis ob.scrvcd, that the point wa.s 

dclicaie, and an all'air of cojT^cicnce ; that 
Siiiiir^ of OcioUr !o. — A k lter was read be did not refuse to take the oath, but that 
from the Miiiislerof b’niaiire, in which he lie had made tl'o addition to it to (piict his 
iisfoimed the (Jorte:;, ti nt {ho (’ouneil of conscience.— M. AaouUiLEs staled, ihfif, 
rmmn e wa^ .sw^orn in, and also its infe- the oath should be taken in the Chtablisbed 
rior olFieera. — (.bvp'yTANY declared his opi- form; remarking, as well as Uarcia Her • 
nion in favour of the liberty ot the pre-s; reros, and Munos Torrero, that the Mar- 
aud upon wishing to sju^ak at greater , fpiis was called there to take the oath, a* 
length, he was informed that the discus- | all the other bodies and authorities bad 
fiion was cdosed.— The Cortes then pro- j done; in the mean time they demanded, 
coeded too vot('OTi thejilan for the liberty i that tn^ ceremony should be suspendeil, 
ol’ the pie-,s ; whi«jh took place publicly, I and that the Marquis sluuild retire below 
and every deputy \va.s a^ked his opinion I the bar; but he requested to be heard, 
by name. Tlie voles being counted, (he j which wmr refused. Then Senor Puig ad- 
iOi.ult was, that the Political LiUrij/ of the j vaiiced to take the oath, wliich be did ac- 
was carried by 70 votes agaiu-t .‘^'2, cording to the formula, and took his seat 
of winch Inst y weie only against it for the , near the President, Senor Agar being on 
present. The other 3 articles of the plan i the right, and Puig on the left. — It was 
were then di.'^cuay.cd ami approved of. [ resolved that a letter .she uid be .sent to the 

I liegency, acepMiutsd then that an mifore- 
SiTTiNo OF Or rocr.ii 27. — The Silting j smui. accident had pr-.'c;ned the Marquis 
w'as secret; it lasted from seven in the I <lcl Pabicio from imt’crt.y i ig the oHice to 
evening of yesteiday, till half-past ibrec \ which he had been :'p;‘o;:C,ecl. — The Mar- 
in the rifternoon of this day. — What ought quis then begged ba’.e to speak, winch 
we not to expect from <ii;r august (. m- was grantetl. He •''•nd, from below the 
gress, wdien we see it, at the cxpence of bar, that he had always believed, that the 
iin interrupted fatigue, occupied night and unahcinLile e sc »’ce of an oath consisted in 
day in tiu; great wank of the liberty and the manner in v.d’ich it wa? stated, ^and 
happiness of Spain ? Immortal glory/Cler- not in the jirccise and uriiforni words «. Tthe 
iial gratitude to the Fathers of llu ir (louii- icply ; he begged ihr Mectincr to acquit 
try, whose name shall be pionounced with him ol any intention of di .obcilience ; and 
respect and gratitude by all future gene- lepeatcd, that what he propo.sfd wad an 
cations !— The SenorsDon Joaquin Blake, addiiion on account oi'a scruple of con- 
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science ; and that he was ready to take 
the oath in the form he first proposed. 
This was opposed by many of the De-* 
puties, who required that the question 
should be put, whether it should be ad* 
mitted or not. It was put to the vole, and 
carried almost unanimously in the nega- 
tive. — ^The Marquis again begged permis- 
sion to speak, to which the President re- 
plied, " Ills Majesty cannot hear the 
Marquis del Palacio any more, and orders 
him to retire.^' — Scarcely had he quitted 
the meeting, when Capmany having de- 
clared that it would be proper to secure 
bis person, he rushed towards the door 
for the purpose of escaping ; and silence 
being imposed by the President, a resolu- 
tion was instantly passed for his detention 
in the Guard-house of the trhops on duty 
at the Cortes. — Several deputies wished to 
discuss the further proceedings against the 
Marquis : but it was agreed that it was 
not proper to pass to that discussion, it 
being a matter of more consequence that 
the Regency should be installed. The 
President instantly rose, and the new Re- 
gency, accompanied by twelve deputies, 
proceeded to the gate of the Hall, and 
went to the house of the Ayuntamiento, 
with four deputies and the ISecretary. 
They were received on their passage with 
all due honours.— Ill the mean time the 
proposal for securing the marquis in a 
proper manner was debated ; and after a 
long discussion, he was ordered to be kept 
in custody in the (ruard House, as had 
been proposed by Tagle. — JSeiior Luaan, 
the Secretary, reported that the new Re- 
gency hail been installed : he stated, that 
their predecessors had come out to the 
gate of the hall to receive them, and con- 
ducted them to the cabinet ; and that Senor 
Saavedra, who had acted as President, had 
seated himself on the left of Senor Puig ; 
that Senor Castands and Lardizabal, taking 
oR* their sashes, had put them upon the 
new members of the Regency, that the 
Minister of Dispatches had read, standing, 
the two decrees of the Cortes.— These 
Decrees were in substance •, the first, that 
the Cortes, in consequence of the repeated 
requests of the Members of Regency lo be 
dismissed, had agreed to receive the same, 
and to appoint the Senors therein named. 
—The second Decree slated, that in re- 
gard that two of the Senors appointed 
H^ere absent, the Cories bad elected two 
others to suppiy their pincu until their ar- 
rivaL-^S^tne Deputies insisted that the 
/sittings should be declared permanent, 
until the question relating to the. Marquis 


was determined ahd a successor appointed ; 
but the President observed, that in conse- 
quence of the Regency being lawfully 
constituted by two Members*, it would be 
adviseable to wait a little, and to take some 
relaxation, as the sitting had lasted from 
ten in the morning till after six in the 
evening. It was therefore adjourned to 
nine at night. 


France. — Commercial Decree^ — Fontain-* 
bleaUf Oct, 1 «. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King 
of Italy, &c. — Upon the report of our 
Minister of Finance, and with the advice 
of our Council of State, we have decreed 
and do decree as follows : — Title I. — Of 
the Establishment, until a General Peace, of 
Tribunals, charged with the Repression of 
Fraud and Smuggling, in 9natters relative to 
the Customs . — Section L— Qf the Supreme 
Courts of the Custo7ns. — Art. 1. There shall 
be established, until a general peace. Su- 
preme Courts of the Customs in the places, 
and with the districts of jurisdiction which 
are stated in the table hcieto annexed.— 
2. These courts shall consist of a Presi- 
dcin. Grand Provost of the ("ustoms, eight 
Assessors, at least, a Solicitor General, Re- 
gister, and such a number of Tipstaves as 
may be necessary for their service. The 
Gland ProvosVs arc vest^jd wdth capital 
jurisdiclioii. — :i. These courts cannot try 
causes unless from six to eight members 
arc present.— 1*. They shall (iccidc in the 
last resort. — 5. 'FheN" shall have cogni- 
zance, exclusive of ail other tribunals, 
both of the crime of contraband executed 
by aii armed force, and the crime of en- 
tering into speculations for contraband 
traffic, alledgcdagain.st the chiefs of bands, 
the conductors or directors of companies 
of smugglers, the assurers, the parties in- 
terested and their accomplices, in all'cn- 
terprizes for defrauding the revenue. 
They shall also have cognizance of the 
crimes and delinquencies committed by 
the officers of the customs in breach ol 
their respective duties. The definitive 
sentences which they shall pronounce, 
after an interlocutory judgment upon the 
question of relevancy confirmed by the 
Oourt of Cassation, shall not be subject to 
appeal.— 6. Our Solicitors General attach— 
I ed to the supreme courts, shall ofiicially 


I * uicaar Puig entered upcni his office aa 
has been mentioned ; and the Marquis de 
Castelar has been appointed in the place 
of the Marquis del Palacio, 
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prosecute the crimes mentioned in the 
preceding article, without the necessity of 
the superior officers of the customs adduc- 
ing a process verbal against the persons 
accused. All the proofs admissible, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the code of 
criminal process fur the conviction of 
other crimes, shall be received in evidence 
against those charged with the crimes 
above stated.— Section II,— This estab- 
lishes an inferior set of courts with juris- 
diction in cases where confiscation, fine, 
or correctional punishment only are neces- 
sary- Their sentences are subject to an 
appeal to the supreme court of the district, 
and afterwards to the Court of Cassation.] 
— Title II. — [This Title relates merely to 
the forms of process to be observed in both 
the Ordinary and Supreme Courts of Cus- 
toms.] — Title III. — Qf Ihinishments . — 
Section I.— 0/* the Punishments applicable io 
the Crime of Contraband exercised by an armed 
Force, — Art. 14. There is no innovation as 
to the punishments enacted by law with 
regard to fraudulent traffic curried on by 
an armed force.— Section II. Of the Pu- 
nishments applicable to Speculators, Assurers, 
Persons interested, or ^ing Accomplices in a 
fraudulent Traffic in Prohibited Merchandize, 
and also Chiefs of Bands and Conductors or 
Directors qf Companies of Smtigt^lers , — Art. 
1.5. Fraudulent dealers in articles of pro- 
hibited incrchaiidize or produce, assurers, 
all the parties concerned, or being accom- 
plices in such adventuro.s chiefs of bands, 
conductors and directors of companies for 
fraudulcally traflickitig in prohibited mer- 
chandize, shall be sentenced to ten years 
of hard labour, and branded with the let- 
ters V. D. ; and this without prejudice to 
an adjudication of damages to the State, 
proportioned to the profits they may have 
derived from such traffic. — 16. Persons 
merely employed in conveying the goods 
shall be liable only to correctional pu- 
nishments, if there he any mitigating cir- 
cumstances in their favour. Put over and 
above such punishment, they shall be 
placed under the superintendance of the 
Supreme Police for a period of not less 
than five, nor more than ten years.— The 
securities which they must furnish, in 
order to their liberation, shall be regulated 
according to the demand of the Director 
of the Customs.— Section III.— Pn- 
ni&hmmts applicable to fraudulent Traffic in 
tariffed Goods . — ] 7. Fraudulent ad venturers 
in tarilied merchandize, persons conducting 
or directing corapaniea of smugglers, &c. 
in such articles, shall be punished with 
four years of hard labour, besides being 


adjudged to pay in t-he name of damages 
to the State a sum proportioned to the pro- 
fits they may have received. 18. Mere 

carriers shall, in case of exteuujiiing cir- 
cumstances, be punished only according 
to Art, 16.— Sect ION IV.r— the PwniM- 
ments applicable to simple 
livery person who, without that concert or 
connection necessary to constitute an ad- 
venture or assurance, shall be found intro- 
ducing articles of merchandize clandes- 
tinely, and to the defrauding of the duties 
of customs, shall be subject to the punish- 
ments of correctioria! police, in confor- 
mity to the existing laws, and shall be 
handed over to the special superintendance 
of the supreme police, for a time of not 
less than three, and not exceeding six 
years upon conforming to Art. 16.— -[Title 
iV, relates to the distribution of the seiz- 
ures made of run goods. Title V, prohi- 
bits any compromise to slop prosecution, 
except where the penalties and confisca- 
tions would exceed 3,000 francs, in which 
case a negociation may take place, under 
the authority of the Emperor, who will 
decide upon the report of a special com- 
mission,]— Title VI —Q/* the manner in 
which the Merchandize adjudged to cortfisca* 
tion shall be disposed of . — Section I.— Of 
Prohibited 6'oof/s,— Art. 25. Prohibited 
merchandize adjudged to be confiscated, 
shall no longer be exposed to sale. Our 
Grand Provosts, and the Solicitors General 
of our Provosts (Supreme) Courts, shall 
draw up an inventory thereof, with a va- 
luation of their ordinary prices in foreigit 
countries, and the same shall be submitted 
to the^pproval of our Minister of Finance, 
— 20\ They shall then proceed to burn, or 
otherwise destroy them publicly, of which 
proceeding they shall draw up a process 
verbal. — 27. The sum to be distributed 
among the officers* of the customs, or 
others assisting in the seizure of prohibited 
merchandize adjudged to be confiscated 
and burnt, shall be regulated by the said 
valuations, and the same shall be defrayed 
as a special cliarge, out of the ordinary re- 
venue of the customs.— Section II.— Q/' 
tariffed Maxhandize. — Art. 28. Mercliap' 
dize subject to the tarif, which may be ad* 
judged to confiscation, shall be publicly 
sold by auction. They shall, in order 
thereto, he transported to and collected in 
those places where it may be presumed 
that the sale will be most ad vantage, ms. 
The said sales shall take place once ia 
every six months, and shall be advertised 
a month, at least, prior to the time ap-r 
pointed, in the advertising papers 'of 
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tliftcrcnt deparlments, with a list of tlio Fontainbleau, this 14th October, 18io.— 
articles ami sorlj of merchandize and pro- (Signed) Napoleon. 

duce.— 29. If it shall be necessary to ex- Proclamation, 

pedite the sale of any part of the said iner- From the date hereot all owners or con- 
chandize, special t-C[)t>rts shall be made to signecs of Frtfi;li.sii or colonial merchan* 
ns relative to the same, by our Minister dize are prohihilud from convcyiiipr anv 
of Finance. — 30. Our (Ti ind Judge, Mi part of their merchandize out of the city 
iiislcr of .liistice, and niir other Miiiistern, of Frankfort^ under j)airi of confiscation.— . 
each ill what concerns him, are charged All the iiierchants are enjoined to repair 
with the execution of the present Decree, to theoflice of the Commission estahlisherl 
which sliall he iii'-erted in the HuL’etin of at Darmstadt Hotel, and to give in a de- 
Jynvs. (Signed) NieucroN. claraiion of cveiy description of English 

[A schedule is subjoined, designating or colonial merchandize which they may 
the places whora the Supreme and Drdi- have in. their houses or elsewhere. — Such 
nary Touits :ue to sit, and describing their merchants as may liave deposited goods, 
u*>peclive di<l.ricl<. I’here arc <even Su- and those who have them in keeping, shall 
preinc and ihirty-l'Hir Oidinary (’ourl.?.] bo equally obliged to make declaration of 

Franlcjortt Oct, 2!i.— The following Dc- the same. — All hngiish or colonial mer- 
croe and Vioclamation havc*l)ren publish- chandize, or articles proceeding from Eng- 
ed in this city : — NapnU nn, — C’on.a- li^h commerce, not declared in the spare 
(lering, tint the city of Fi anUtbri glutted of 21- hours from the date of the pnbiica- 
with English and colonial ineich.nidii'C, lion hereof, shall be confiscated.— Foi 
imported in iho course of last ‘•unvaor by this ]>urposo domiciliary visits shall ho 
Holland and the ports of the Noitli ; Tliat made to the houses both of merchants and 
the merchants tvho have entered in*o a others;.— If the dcclaialion slmuld not l)v- 
trallic in the meicliandize prohiljired l>*y -cx.irt, the purl, of the merchandize n.»t de 
the Decree of jleilin, IS()7, knew th :t , dared .shaP carry willi it. the confiscatioii 
thev wcie incurring the risk of confisca- the w'holo. — The merchants, ?gcnL-..and 
tion; that the greater part of the inerchai.- d.*:c.*iv, shall deliver to the Ccmi.ii^.sion, 
dize in que'ilioii is only entered to account with.n the bpnee of tv. enty-four hours, a 
current, and is suit the property of the statoimuii ol all the m**ri h uuijzc proceed- 
iiierchan^s ; that these merchandizes also, ing bom Engii.fn comineu'e, that has been 
are deslined to be smuggled into France, received, end ^^ont oil* witk.n the Ia.-t font 
wli’ch keeps up a way of customs upon mouths, which ^taUummi mr.rt be corro- 
our frontiers ; that England is not only at berated by tin ir bo. k of entiy for the 
war with France, but i.s also at >v.\r Wilh articles received and sent oil*. — 'Die said 
the league of the Kiiine j finally, 'rifat in book shad be p. ovisionally bal uired, am? 
the decree of iJcrliii we notified that innnciiiattily i..lmned to the nrjidiants, in 
wheresoever our troops should be, ail Eng- ordc*r lo tbeir beiin.; reproduced at the tiiiitt 
lish merchandize there found should be of vpnticaliun. — Pci.'.o:n giving inforiila- 
confiscalevl, and that this measure has al- tion of undeclaied nu'ivh i.Khz.,-, shall he 
ready been carried into execution at Stet- rewarded with a lilih of then* value.— lii- 
tiii, Dantzic, and all over the north of Der- habitants of Franki'bi J, njeas'j;*<‘s are taken 
many; We have dedfeed, and do decree to enmre t!ia execution of tiic orders of 
as follows: — Art. 1. All Engli.sh or colo- his Imperial :.iid Ib>y.d Majesiy, winch 
nial merchandize, or articles proceeding task has burn conmiilkil to me by ids 8v- 
from English commerce, found in Frank- rene Highness the Prince of Eciimubh — 
fort on the Maine, shall be put under se- Your repose, y'our coii.iiierce, w nli the ex- 
questiation. 2. A commesMon shall be ception of wlirit is proiiibited, and the tcv- 
appointed by our cousin, the Prince of tivitic.s in which you habitually indulge 
Eckmuhl, the Conimandor in Chid of the at the period of tin; vintage, will not be 
armies in (iennany, to take all the mea- for an instant liueirupted by them. — The 
5 ure.s necessary to the execution ot the magistrates are. required to pohiish and 
present Decree, until our determination post forthwith the present Decree and Pro- 
shall have been declared with regard to claination, in both languages — (Signed) 
the said sequestration. 3. Our Ministers — Friant. — G toftral of Division, Count of 
at War and Finance are charged with the the Enqilre. — Head Quarters, at Frankfort 
c.xecution of the present Decree.— Done at on the Maine. 
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SUMMARY OJ’ POIJTICS. 

Portugal. Tnr W \rt lo f.he Srd No- 
vember, 1810. On Monday, the UHh 

inr.tant, the governuunt published an Ex- 
TKAOKDINARV C‘.7.L1T!:, the \\ holc of 
which, if pj?sibIo, except the useless re- 
petition of addresses, which only ^erve to 
swell out the sheets oi a Oazette, shaU be 
in-jcried in the pages of this 

sheet; and, bo it hat it may, every 
word of It should be attentively read by 
those, who wish to l*e able lo state a cor- 
rect opinion as to thi? u ar of wonders.—- 
In my last, at page 97 y, and the follow- 
ing ones, I re-stated what had appeared 
in the Ministerial papers, for some days 
before, as to the relative situation of the 
two armies, and as to the prospec'ts of 
each. We theio raw, that it was little 
short of madness, downright insanity, for 
any one to suppose, thi?t Massena could 
remain where he wa*? much longer, many 
days, nay, many fiotm longer, seeing that 
he had neither viclunh nor drink nor 
clothing nor lodging for his army ; and, 
it was equal madness to suppose, that he 
would he able to retreat, seeing that vve 
and our allies had the exclusive possession 
and absolute command of all the country 
in the rear of the French ; so, that, there 
appeared not to be the smallest chance of 
the French, or of any part of them, es- 
caping. We had, it was there explicitly 
stated, SI' thousand men opposed to GO 
thousand Frenchmen. There w'cre eighty- 
four thousand English, and Portuguese 
** as good as any in the world,'' opposed 
to bo thousand Frenchmen, who had, for 
more than a month, been c*.xposcd to all 
&<)rts oF hardships, who Bad been forty 
days withov t bread, who had been stewing 
down their horses for some time, and who 
had, within five weeks, been beaten in the 
open field, by a part only of that very army, 
ivhom they noiv had to encounter in lines 
three deep, mntuitcd with a thousand 
pieces of heavy cannon, and Hanked by 

waters covered by gun-boats. From 

this description, the reader must have 
concluded with me, that Massena's choice 
lay between death by tim i^vord or by 


nCTLER. 
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famine, and surrender at discretion ; and, 
indeed, so useless did all further resistance 
appear, that, as we have seen, it was posi- 
tively stated, that he had offered to capita^ 
late. Now, thougli the EXTRAORDI- 

NARY Gazette docs not go length ; 
though, from that caution, which always 
ought to mark this species of olFicial 
papers ; though, from causefi of this sort. 
Ills ExceUcncy Marshal (nuieral Baron 
Dourt) of Wellesley and Viscount Wel- 
lington of 'falaverahs dispatches do not 
go quiie so far as the IMorning Post news- 
paper ; still they go a great way ; and 
judging from thorn, as, doubtless, we 
safely may, \vc can have not the smallest 
doubt, that Massena and his army must 
die, be killed, or bo captured; and mat, too, ' 
in a very short s|;act;* of time; nay, before 
llie time at which 1 am now writing, 
which, being the 22ud of November, is 
nineteen days since the date of Lord Vis- 
count Talaveva^s last dispatch. lint, in 

order the better to be al)Ie to ju.im; of 
the wretched situation of the Frein h, let 
us take a short view of th»i farts, stated ifi 
these dispatches and their enclo'^ures. We 
arp informed by these dociimunrs, that in 
the skirmishing between the I'lt'iirh and 
our outposts the success was generally on 
our side ; that Colom l 'IVaut had taken 
80 Otlicers and v».()Oi) men at Coimbra ; 
that (General Miller and Colonel Wibou 
had taken many of tiio French who had 
straggled in scarc;h of food ; that Ceiieral 
Blunt had been successful isi a similar 
manner, and had harrassed the enemy and 
had taken prisoners and killed many ; 
that the enemy e.xperiuictd great dif- 
ficulties for want of provisions and for 
want of a coniuiuiiication with Spain ; 
that the French soldiers were coidmually 
straggling for want of food, and that not 
a day parsed without prisoners atvi de- 
serters bi ing brought in ; that in one of 
the battle'^, fought near PcmVho, the 
French had r!\ i; killed and roua wounded ; 
that the FivmcU had connnitied great 
Spoliations at (Coimbra ; that they had 
destroyed in tint ci.y a great deal of 
valuable things; tiiat the French at Coini- 
bra had in their possession a quantity of 
2 1 


“ .And iFht tliPir sUib'jorn guts to death.’ 
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oxen and sheep ; that the Commander there 
was Monsieur Plandin, a commissary, hav- 
ing the superintendance of the hospitals ; 
tlmt^ agreeably to the disfiatch of the 27th 
from Lord Talavera^to Lord Liverpool, 
Major Pinto had had a battle, in which 
one of |his men was killed, and two of the 
enemy’s men, and tin’s is reported by 
llrigadier General Blunt to Marshal Beres- 
ford, by Marshal Beresford to Marshal 
^neral Ijord Viscount Wellington ofTa- 
lavera and of Wellington, and by Lord 
Viscount Wellington of Talavera and of 
Wellington to the Earl of Liverpool one 
of his Majesty’s principal secretaries of 
state, a circumstance which ought to give 
us a very high notion of the correctness 
of all these statements ; that all the ac- 
counts brought in to our army' concur in 
respect of the distress felt by the enemy 
for the want of provisions of all descrip- 
tions ; that they are said to be endeavour- 
ing to make a bridge over the Tagus, but, 
that, the noble Viscount could not see any 
thing of it ; that our troops in the rear of 
the French were pressing on upon them, 
and that the British cavalry and a bat- 
talion of Spanish light infantry and the 
troops of the garrison of Penichc confined 
the enemy’s detachments, ** and,*^ says the 
Noble Viscount, " they really possess no 
** part of the country, excepting that on which 
their army stands;’* and in his very last 
dispatch, the Noble Viscount says, ‘‘ it is 
impossible to forni an csiiinaie of the 
" quantity of provisions which they have 
found in the villages on the ground which 
•' they occupy; but it is CERTAIN, tliat 
** they can draw none from any other 
part of the country, the whole being in the 

possession of our troops,” This is the 

fjart of the Dispatches, on which the Eng- 
lish eye ought to rest. This is what we 
ought never to let out of our siglit, while 
the French army lies where it now is. 
This is what one niay call a dencher ; 
and, observe, it comes from our Com- 
mander, the Marshal General, himself, so 
that, of course, there can be no doubt as I 
bo the fact.— Well, then, how long is I 
the wretched enemy to be suffered to rc- I 
main where he is ? 1 am not for any of 
your " death and gloiy** enterpiizes ; and, 
therefore, I am not one of those, who call 
vpon the noble Viscount to go forth and 
lull upon Massena ; for, though the ene- 
my could not fail to be aniiibilated, still, 
some of oiir m*my must sulfer ; and, if the 
thing can be as effectually clone without 
any suffering and without even any ritk to 


our army, why should it not be so done ? 

Morning Chronicle of the 2 1st 

instant has some remarks upon the noble 
Viscount’s dispatches, at which remarks 
the Morning Post (the constant friend of 
his Excellency) seems very much offend- 
ed. The complaint of the latter is in 

these words; VVe cannot sufficiently 

'' express indignuiion at the mode in 
which the dispatches from Lord Wel- 
" lington have been treated by the Morn- 
" ing Chronicle. The ill-usage which 
'' British Generals have to encounter from 
** their Countrymen, has long been almost 
pt'overhial, but the pettish and flippant 
“ criticism which we now notice, is trcal- 
** ment really more insulting to the Com- 
/ niander, and more disgraceful to the 
writer, than we had expected even from 
** those whose chief delight has long con- 
faisted in endeavours to dtstroy the fame of 
** every Olliccrwho does not happen to be 
** politically connected with a particular 

" party. Fovtunately, it is one of the 

** noble and eminently useful qualities of 
** Lord Wellington’s nnnd, to hold in utter 
** contempt those whose obloquy is founded 
** upon ignorance, passion, or iniere'»t ; 
“ he would otherwise, we think, he fully 
** justified in reusing to serve a country, who^c 
popular writers trca» iiim as they migbi 
a demagogue or a pamphleteer, W e should 
‘‘ make these observations; though the 
“ comments which have produced them 
*• were as substantially just and fair, a's 
they are in fact inapplicable. 'Fhe 
style is such as nothing could justify : it iy 
in the worst taste of political .speaker*’, 
talking each other down, and quite ia-' 

“ tolerable in a military discussion.” 

Oh ! pray, good Morning Post, do not 
dragoon your neighbour! Pray, do not 
sabre him ! Especially just at this time,., 
when you are giving us, as an indubitable 
proof of Napoleon's execrable despotism, 
that he will not suifer any liberty of the 
press. Pray, do not sabre us, good Morn- 
ing Post ! Fight us with your pen, as long 
as you like ; but, if you have recourse to 
other weapons, the contest is at an end. 
—— ■Reader, look well at this paragraph. 
Pay particular attention to this complaint. 
Be assured, that it was not put upon paper 
without an end in view'. Be assured, too, 
that this was not the last time, that it was 
intended that this complaint should be 

made. .We shall presently see, what 

sort of rcmarlis those were, which gave 
suchoffi'iicc ; but, when, 1 should be glad 
to know, wa» it ever before said, that 
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British^Gmerah are ill-used by their cmn~ 
trymen ? W'Ai? ever said this before ? Who, 
till now, ever had the impudence to make 
this complaint ? IVhoy but the author of this 
paragraph, or some one of his set, ever had 
the impudence, the insolencct to pretend 
that the Generals of our army go unre- 
warded by their countrymen? Look at the 
list of their names, and see what they re- 
ceive as well as what they have done. 
And yet has the writer of this paragraph 
the impudence to say, in the face of this 
nation, that the " ill-usage which British 
Generals have to encounter from their 

" countrymen has long been prwerbial.** 

We are told, that the remarks alluded to 
are disgraceful to the writer, and that they 
are insulting to the Commander ; that they 
were intended to destroy his fame ; that 
they would fully justify him in reusing to 
serve the country; that, even if they were 
just and fair, they ought not to be suffered ; 
because the style of them is such as nothing 
can justify, and is intolerable in a military 

discussion. Now, then, let us see what 

these remarks were. But, reader, I be- 
seech you to mark well this paragraph. I 
beseech you to note it well; for, he'assur- 
ed, it is not the last you will hear of the 
sentiments contained in it. — —Let us see 
what these remarks ; what these terribly 
offensive remarks ; what these disgraceful, 
insulting, intolerable, faine-dcatroy ing,and 
indignation-exciting remarks were. Let 
US see what those remarks were, which, as 
this writer says, would fully justify our 
Commander in rrfusing to serve the coun- 
try, Let us now, having seen the cha- 
racter and effects ascribed to them, take 

a look at the remarks themselves. 

" All the narratives of Count Ugolino 
" are mere trifles to the gff/ of starving 
" possessed by Massena and his followers. 
He displayed his talent for starving in 
no common degree at Genoa, but he 
" has/iiZ/y demonstrated his powers of absti- 
nence in Portugal. Lord Wellington, in 
the Gazette extraordinary, which we 
** this day present to our Readers, speaks 
of th.; destitute state of the French, in 
" repeated paragraphs, though he does not 
know what (piantity of provision th^y found 
tn the villages which he abandoned to 
« THEM.— The Noble Lord says, that the 
enemy have pushed some troops across 
" the Zezere above Punhete, principally 
« cavalry — but he concludes that the 
« rains which have fallen will have 
'* swelled that river, and that these troops 
^ will have retired again. In tRar case tlie 


" enemy must" have established a bridge 
** across the Zezere, otherwise if the 
“river has swelled the French could 
** not recross it. Indeed vve believe 
there is no doubt of the fact of their 
“ having established a brids^ thit 
“river-and which enables them aJ 
“ pleasure to cross the Tagus above the 
“confluence of the two rivers, 

“ thc.'i can they he said to possess only the 
** ground upon which they stand, when even 
“ Major-General Fane is dispatched into 
“ the Alentejo to observe their motions? — 
“ Lord Wellington says tint he sees no 
“ increase to the French army, and l|iat 
“ he has heard m.thing cf the march of 
“ reinforcements either Ironi Castile or 
“ Estremadura, though he avows he had 
“ not, on*the Sd instant, had any accounts 
“ from General Silviera later than the 
1 9lh of October. So that it is probable 
“ the reinforcements from Castile may 
have interrupted the communication. 
" Upon the whole, however, those ac- 
counts from Lord Wellington arc writ- 
ten in the implicit belief of ultimate 
“ success. He describes the difliculties of 
“ the enemy to be so great, their situation 
" so imminent, their stock of provisions 
so exhausted, their means of supply so 
impracticable, and their prospect of re- 
** inforcement so hopeless, that he secnw 
“ desirous of inspiring his government and 
** the Country with the most entire con- 
** fidence in the result of the strug- 
gle. After the description of the state 
*•' of the enemy which he has given, 
“ he takes upon himself a great responsibility 
*\for the event. We trust he will realize 

** the hopes which he has given.** ^These 

are the remarks, reader ! These arc the 
offensive, disgraceful, insulting, intoler- 
able, and fame-destroying remarks ! 

Really, if thesen’emarks deserve these epi- 
thets ; if sueh be the state of our taste 
and of the press, that the accusation 
against these remarks is to be listened to, 
it is time to look sharply about us. If 
remarks like these are not to be made 
upon the contents of Dispatches, publish- 
ed in the Gazette, professedly for the in- 
formation of the public, I must beg to 
hear not another word about the Liberty 
(f the Press ; and I shall beseech the 
Morning Post to tell us what the Public 
would lose by the introduction of Buona. 
pane's decrees sts to the press. If a man 
be not allowed to publish remarks liko 
these, what is he to be allowed to do ? 
What can he write or what can he puMish 
2 I 2 
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with safety, unless it has first had the ap- 
probation of an inspector To be sure, 
it is nothing: but a venal writer, who sends 
foi'th this paragraph ; and, lhcreft)re, 1 
may be thought to bo* combatting an ima- 
ginary monster. Be it so. But, I am by 
no means convinced, that, for this reason, 
1 ought to hold my tongue upon tlie sub- 
ject. 1 see a great deal in this complaining 
paragraph ; and, I am pretty sure, that 
this was not the last time, tliat it was in- 
tended that the public should hear its sen- 
timents uttered. — —What, if the people 
of England, through the public writers, 
make remarks, like those above-quoted 
from the Morning Chronicle, upon Dis- 
patches published in the news-papers ; il 
they reason upon such dispatches ; if they 
offer their opinions of them ; and, if these 
remarks, reasonings, and opinions do not 
accord with the wishes of the Commander 
who writes them, is such Commander to 
say, that he will no longer serve ? This 
is very decent doctrine to preach. This 
doctrine was reserved for the present day, 
and for the use of the venal writers from 

whom it proceeds. If it be an offence, 

if it be disgraceful, insulting, and intoler- 
able, to urite as the Morning Chronicle 
has written upon ,this occasion, it must be 
equally offensive to speak in the same 
way ; and, then we arc placed in this 
delightful situation, that we cannot even 
open our lips upon the contents of a Cora- 
ifiander’s Dispatch, unless we speak 
in his praise. Bravo ! This is whut 1 
could , not have expected, even from the* 

venal writer of the Morning Post. 

J3ut, we must look at this paragraph in 
anotluT light now.— What could make the 
writer of the IMorning Post so touchy ? If 
that writer felt quite stout about the situation 
and the prospects of the army, what was it 
that nettled him so much in Mr. Pcrry's 
remarks, the concluding part of which an. 
complimentary to the writer of the Dis- 
patclv. In saying, that he has assumed 
gieat responsibility, he pays him as high a 
compliment as, in such a state of things, 
he c. n pay him. And, it must be con- 
fessedy that, if, contrary to all expectation, 
our army should, at last, he beaten, this 
bold tone, picture, given by 

our Comniandcr, will do him no discredit, 
at least. To boast of advantages of situa- 
tion uiul circumstances bffore a battle is 
very different from boasting of feats in 
buttle ; and, it is but too often the w ay of 
of Commanders to talk of their difftevUics, 
nhicU they are apt to multiply rather than 


diminish. This charge does not apply 

to the Dispatches of Lord Talavera ; and, 
though a Commander may fall into the 
opposite fault; though he may be too 
sangpine, still that is a fault on the right 
side. To multiply difficulties may, pos- 
sibly, not argue cowardice ; but, to see no 
difficulties at all can, at the very worst 
argue nothing but presumption, which, 
in my opinion, is always preferable to 
timidity, and even to what is generally 

called caution. Therefore, the remarks 

of the Morning Chronicle really arc flat- 
tering to the character of our Commander ; 
and, nothing but the poisonous mind of 
the writer of the Morning Post could pos- 
sibly have represented thorn in any other 
light. TIu* Morning Po.st adds the fol- 

lowing, whicli has, 1 must confess, sur- 
prised me not a little. “The fact is, 

“ that in the relative situations of the two 
“ armies, there are the circumstances of 
“ hope on either side, which are so natural 
“ ill a contest in which the armies of the 
“ two greatest nations in the world are 
“ opposed to each other, each under ii 
“ CommandcT of great talent and c.xperi- 
“ ened. To be on either side perfectly 
“ confident of succes.s, would be umvarrant* 
“ ably to underrate the skill and brcecery 
** deniahly possessed by the other. VVe feel 
** certainly a very considerable portion of 
‘‘ confidence, but il does not make us blind 
“ to the dangers which are to be overcome, 
“ which we therefore stale from time to 
“ time, as they occur to us, without in 
“ any degree altering the opinion to which 
“ wc have been led, by a comparison in 

“ difficulties and advantages.” ^\Vhat 1 

hope, and hope on either side too, after all 
that you have told us, during the last 
thirty days ? What ! unwarrantable to be 
confident of success, after having told us,’ 
that Massena's army had had no rations 
for forty days, and that the French army 
had been living upon stewed horses; nay, 
after having told us, that Massena, at one 
time, had begun his retreat, and at another 
time, that he had offered to capitulate ? la 
it after all this that you tell us, that you- 
have only a considerable portion of con- 
fdeiicc, and that you arc not bliiul to the 
''^tigers which are to be overcome ? Is it 
-liter all this that you talk about a com-' 
rarison of difficulties and advantages ? 
i!'*ally, after this, those who believe what 
you say, must be the greatest fools that 
ever walked the eaitli without a keeper. 
You told U3, in all forms of words, that 
Massena was become ft laughing stock ; 
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sknd, those whobclieved you, could not pos- 
sibly imagine, that kope was a word a|)pli' 
cable to ihe situation or prospects of either 
army ; and, now ail at once, you speak 
as (Joubtingly as if you had never expressed 

one single sentiment of confidence. It 

is curious enough, too, that this doubtingfit 
comes upon you after the season, for doubt- 
ing is past with all those who doubted be- 
fore ; after the official dispatches have, in 
the most circumstantial maimer, described 
to us the situation of the enemy to be such 
as, I b'i'lieve, no army in the world ever 
yet escaped from. We now see Massena 
with a superior army in front of him 
guarded by a triple line of fortresses well 
mounted with cannon and flanked by gun 
boats ; we sc e that army situated amongst 
friends, having an abundant supply of 
piovisioiis aiKi stores of all sons ; we see 
that army in good health and high spirits, 
and anxious for the onset, to which tlicy 
arc encouraged by their constant success 
in nuuuTuiis vsiviruiislies with the enemy; 
while, on the oilier hand, we see the ene- 
my in a clefrnceloss position, without 
covering for his troops, destitute of pro- 
td.dons of every description, beset in his 
rear and upon his flanks (jy our troops and 
those o*' our allies, nav iiig the possession 
of not an iiicji of ground except that on 
which his army stands, and, to crown the 
whole has an army daily wa^ting away, 
like butter before the sun, with sickness 
and de.^eition. And yet the Morning 
Post has nothing better than hopes fur its 
Fashionable readers ! It has no longer 
perfect confidenee of success ; it has only 
a very considerable portion of confidence; 
it is not blind to dangers ; and it can sec 
a comparison of difliculties and advan- 
tages ! Mi»rning Post new's-paper 

of to day (Friday) makes the allied army 
ninourit to 105,(;0y men, besides 20,000 
Portuguese militia in the rear of Massena. 
But, let us take the whole account ; for it 
will be of the greatest consequence in time. 
It is nut published as a hearsay; but, as 
authentic information, possessed by the con- 
ductor of the paper. It speaks in det dl. 
It names the particular corps, and the pai;- 
ticular Commanders. I beg the reader to 
pay attention to this ; for this is, 1 think, 
what we shall be able to hold these venal 

gentlemen to. The position which 

** Lord Wellington’s army occupies, ex- 
tending from the sea, near Torres Vedras, 
'• to Alhandra, is so strong by nature, that 
it may be considered as almost impreg- 
liable. This is the first line of defence. 
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and with the exception of four passes, is 
completely inaccessible to cavalry or 
artillery. Redoulns and forts liave been 
'' constructed for the defence of tlieso 
'' points, which are protected and fortified 
" with nearly 200 pieces of cannon, mde- 
“ pendent of the field trains. The re- 
'' doubts, too, are so advantageously sta- 
** tiojied, as, by their commanding posi- 
“ tioii, to provide for the two-fold object 
'' of innoyauce and defence, in the lear 
** of these formidable work?, large detach - 
'• inents of infantry are posted. They are 
eilectuaily protected by the redoubts, 
and maintain a position from winch any 
« attack made by the enemy between 
them nfay be nnmediaiely repelled. 
" The S'^cond line of defence is supporfed 
« bv m- i. cable columns, consisting each 
« of between 5. and 10,000 men, infantry 
** and cavalry ; who, as circumsrances 
" may render necessary, can advance or 
** act oil either ilank of the allied army. 

A number of men of war’s launches, 
" provideil each with two carronades, ef- 
** fectually cover the right Ihiiik at Alhan- 
dra. The second line of defence which 
** is considered as even stronger than the 
first, begins at Alhandra, exi ending 
" ttience by Bacellos and MalVato ihosea. 
** A strong corps in the centre, advanced 
“ to within half a league of Sobral, (which 
** is in. possession of the French), is coni- 
manded by the gallant Brigadier-Gen. 
** l^ack, whose head-quarters are in the 
'' grand centre redoubt. For Uie purpose 
ol* communicating, w’itb the greatest 
celerity, all intelligence of tht enemy's 
movem»*nts, a telegraph has been esu- 
" blished in this redoubt, whic h, from its 
cential and commanding position, is nd- 
** mirably suited tt> this important object. 

" Tiie following is very nearly acor- 

rect statement of the force of the Allied 


” Army : — 

'* British Troops 35,000 

Portuguese (Regulars) ... 45,00() 

Portuguese (Militia) 10,000 

Volunteers 5,000 

** Spaniards 10,000 

"Total 105,000 


" Massena’s force may be estimated at 
" about 60,000. To the above statement 
" of the force of the Allies should be 
" added the militia in the rear of the 
** French, who are commanded by Silveira^ 
" and amount to about 2o, 4)^)0 men.”!— ^ — 
Now, here are no less than 80 thousand 
regulars, F^nglish and Portuguese (as good 
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troops ** as any in the world/’) and the 
French have but (50 thousand in all ! It 
is non-en$eto talk ol'%6a/r/f insnch a state 
of things ; and, it is not to be believed, as 
I said in my last Number, chat our Com- 
mander can rtfi'ain one hour from the 
attack upon any other g round, than that of 
being iiioraHy certain liuaily io capture the 
whole without battle at all; or, in the 
words of my motto, lo light their sittb- 
** inra ^vts to death/* In other wonls ; to 
reduce them to a state, in width they 
will have only the choice of surrender or 

stui'vntion, Let us hear no more, then, 

about h'pes, and about a comparison of dilfi^ 
cultiCs and danffers ; for, one of two things 
must be : either this statement of posi- 
tions and forces is grossly false, shame- 
fully false: or, it would be indelible dis- 
grace anti infamy upon our arms, were 
we to sutfer the I'rench anny to escape ; 
if we suffered scarcely a man of them to 
get away to tcdl the story. 

Parities. The public have heard, 

during the last two years, a great deal of 
railing against those, w'ho put the two 
parties upon a level. Nobody did this, 
’till fads bade them do it. The voice of 
truth dem'^nded it ; and then it was done. 

But, what 1 am now about to notice, 

is, a paragraph in one of the party papers, 
the Cot 111 ER, of the 12‘2nd instant. It 
would, at least, be fair to give the parties 
full credit for what they say of one ario- 
ther. We are not the inventors of the 
accusations. They are mutual between 
the parties ; and yet both parties join ; 
they rally round one another, whenever 
we make an attack upon that corruption, 
which pn)dur.es what they afiect to con- 
demn in each other, and which always 
must and alw'.ijs will produce it, so long 

as corruption is suflered to exist. The 

paiagraph that 1 am about to cite was 
called forth by some remarks of the Morn- 
ing Chronicle upon the prospects of our 
army in Portugal ; and the Courif.k, after 
observing, that the OPPOSI IION print, 
as he calLs he Morning Chronicle, speaks 
wiih^aiety upon Massena’s wonderful pouers 

(f abstinence, proceeds thus: “Is it 

“ possible for the meanest understand- 
** iiig to mistake this languacre ? Does 
any man apeak wiih gaiety of an event 
** wImcIi he deprecates? Will not every 
“ one think that they (the Opposition) 
^ ti iumph in the ability qf the enemy to pro 
“ ir«cf Ins resistance f that they contem- 
plate With satisfaction the disappoint- 


" nicnt of the hope that distress would 
“ force him to retreat ? This DtiTES- 
“ TABLE SPIRIT, which seems to view 
“ the Operations of an cft»'my, and parti* 

“ cularly of Buonaparte, with complacence^ 

“ which has nothing but candour and re« 

“ spect for the traitor who has abused the 
“ reputation won for him by the enthu- 
“ siasin for equal laws, to set himself above 
“ the laws, nay, to trample all law, human 
“ and divine, beneath the bestial hoof of 
“ military despotism ; which has ever a 
“ readiness to palliate or forget all iniqui- 
“ ties to which prosperity has wedded it- 
“ self ; this detestable spirit may be seen 
“ in every one almost of the SPEECHES 
“ and writings of the OPPOSITION. 
“ They never seem to be heart and hand 
“ with the country. Tliey- never ap[>ear lo 
“ be thoroughly happy at any British iri- 
“ umph. To fight double our numbers 
“ was rashness. But bt at them ! No 
“matter; and the Cen^Tal who did this, 
“ they will soon, no doubt, accuse of over- 
“ much caution. The clue to all this is, 
“ THAT THEY ARE NOT IN PLACE; 
“ and as every siacess of our arms ►erv* s to 
“ consolidate, ns it ouj^ht to do, the potver 
“ of the Ministers then* opponents, they 
“ never contemplate, with pure and un« 
“ mixed satisfaction, any (.event which 
“ must render their hopes of gettint* into 
place more desperate.**— might ask 
here, who it was that, in reality, caused 
Napoleon to set himself above the laws ; 
One m*ght a!»k this venal gentleman loho 
it was that first set up the out-cry against 
equal luwsj that prevented such laws from 
being est.^blished in France or any where 
else; one might ask him who, in fact, 
it was that compelled the French either to 
submit to the subduing and subdividing of 
their country, or to the restoration of those 
whom they had put down, or to the eleva- 
tion of some such chief as Napoleon ; one 
might ask the venal gentleman this, but, 
it would be foreign from our subject, which 
iv.lates to the character of the two patties 
of candidates for power in this kingdom. 

We are here told, by a Writer of the 

INS, that the Opposition, or OUTS, are ac- 
tuated by that detestable spirit, which in-^ 
duces them to view the successes of an 
enemy, and particularly Buonaparte, with 
comphicence ; that this detestable spirit is 
seeh in almost every one of the speeches of 
the Opposition ; that they never seem to go 
hand in hand with Me courr/ry ; that they 
never appear to be happy at their cow^tryU 
triunqihs (.he does not narnetbemi] 
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the sole cause of all this is, THAT THEY 
ARE NOT IN PLACE; and that, as 
every success of our arms \nanie / name /] 
serves to consolidate the power of the Mi* 
nisters, the Opposition never contemplate those 
Huccesses with real satisfaction, 

There is the picture, which is drawn of 
one of the parties by a r^ular venal 
writer of the other party. There is the 
picture, which this writer gives of the 6jp- 
position, who consist of about two fifths qf 
the House qf Peers, and very nearly one half 
qf the House of Commons.-^ — It is very 
strange, but it is not more strange than 
true, that accusations of this sort, coming 
from one set against the other, never appear 
to give any otience at all. Both sides ap- 
pear to take it in good part. But, the mo- 
ment any one, arguing from these mutual 
accusations, suggests that both parties are 
alike, there is such a buzzing and murmur- 
ing and such black looks and sucli jostling 
anti such rallying and such making a stand 
against |)opular encroachment, that the 
wimle mass seems in commotion. What 
can the reason of this be ? If two men ac- 
cuse each other of folly, or of corruption, 
or of any thing else, no matter what, each 
may be angry with the other, and, possi- 
bly, with good cause ; but, surely it would 
1)0 very unnatural for them to Join in 
endeavouring to tear to pieces a third 
man, because he gave pretty full credit to 
the assertions of them both, — Alas! the 
true reason of a junction apparently so 
unnatural is this, that those, who, upon 
their own assertions, believe both parties 
to be alike, adopt a course of reasoning, 
whicli, if acted upon, would take away that 
fot which parties but too qf ten contend; would 
take away the meat which faction feeds 
upon ; and hence such persons always 
have been, and always will be vilified by 
those who prefer their own interests to the 

interests ot their country. Let us hope, 

however, that these workings of faction 
are drawing towards a close. Long and 
severely has the country suffered from 
them. Fatal has been their effects ; and 
still more fatal will they be, if the cause 
be not speedily put an end to. 

Spanish War. In my last number, 

at page 97 B, an account was inserted of 
the expedition from Gibraltar, under Lord 
Blaney. Another account has since ap- 
peared, and, it would seem, of an official 

nature. It is as follows, and it is, in 

more than one point of view, of consider- 
able importance.-— By a dispatch re- 
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« ceiyed from Lieutenant-General Camp- 
'' bell, dated Gibraltar, Oct. 23, it appear** 
that a detachment had been made from 
""the garrisons of ^ that fortress and of 
"" Ceuta, with the object ol destroying a 
number of privateers and gnn-boarsfiued 
out by the French at Malaga, as well as 
"" for the purposcof harrassing the enemy's 
"" posts in that neighbourhood. This de- 
"" tachment, consisting of 370 British, 47() 
"" Gennan deserters, and 630 Spanish troops, 
"" was placed under the command of Ma- 
jor- General Lord Blaney; t)ie naval part 
" of the expedition was conducted by 
"" Captain Hope, of his Majestv’s ship 
Topaze, and the whole proceeded upon 
** the 13th uU. to Frengerola, when a false 
attack was to be made, with a view of 
"" drawing away the enemy's principal 
‘‘ force from Malaga. This object seems 
to have been answered, but unfortunately 
the Commander of the troops was induced 
to make a serious attack upon the town 
of Frengerola, to which the light artil- 
lery was inadequate, and time being lost 
** in the attempt, the enemy's troops ar- 
rived from Malaga, and atfacked such 
part of our force as was ashore suddenly 
and successfully. It appears that the 
"" troops were thrown into confusion from 
mistaking a party of French cavalry for 
" Spaniards, and these being allowed to 
"" approach unresisted, surrounded and 
“ made prisoners Lord Blaney, with seve- 
"" ral other Officers, and dispersed the 
V troops. Lieutenant-Colonel Grant ar- 
"" riving with the flank companies of the 
"" ?}2d regiment, he succeeded with this 
"" regiment, and a part of the Spanish rc- 
giment of Toledo, in checking the ad- 
vance of the French, and in enabling 
" most of the dispersed troops to re-em- 
bark. The loss of Major Grant, of tluj 
" 89th regiment, who was morially wound- 
ed in the first transactions of the expe- 
dition, is particularly regretted. The 
total amount of loss sustained by the de- 
"" tachment from Gibraltar consists of one 
"" Officer and nine privates killed ; one of- 
"" ficer and 20 privates wounded ; srvea 
Officers, five serjeants, and \bJt rank and 
** file, missing— of whom 115 were FO- 
"" REIGN DESERTORS.— The names of 
"the Officers arc as follows: — Killed— 

" Mnjor Grant, 89th regiment. — Wounded 
" —Lieut. Read, 82d regiment. — INlissiug 
“ — Major-General Lord Blaney, Capc 
" Annesley, Lieut. Sheehy, Ensigns Watts, 

" Moulson, and Hooper, of the 89th regi- 
meiit. Lieut. T^taiiim, foreign corps." 
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—Here, you see, reader, that the blame Bread Prices. There appears to be 

ia laid upon Lord Blamy, without the something going on about tnc pnee o/ 
smallest liesitalion. The Morning Post, bread, i should imagine, js likely 

of iht 23d inst from which I take ihis ar- to lead to consequences ot unpor^ance ; 
tic'i*, does not give it in theybrw of a Dis- and, therefore, the matter is woriiy o 

})au.h, published fiom Downing Street; public attention. 'Ihe account ot the 

but, as you v^ill obs^frvt , it ch^arly says, matter, as given in most of the news-pa- 
^hat a Dis/ut'di to tins elliici it is been re- pers, and especially in the Morning 

ccived. [I ov conie«* Miis Dis,jatdi not, Post of ilie 22nd instant, is as follows: 

thcn,loapr>.Mr?/wA^ huzettt? it relat<‘S to “Wo have raoic than once stated 

an allair oi as i^n at nnportance as any “ that Jo//<c 7idarious practices nnist have 
that has happened for a long uhile past. “ been lesorted to, to enable the dealers 
(>r, i'* it to De. ijuder.siomi, ibat none but “in flour to Avep up the prxe oj that article 
good nows is pubbdnd in the Gazette; “ so much beyond the proporiicii of that 
an<l that we are to pr iiftC all the acts and *' ot wheat ; and as oltcn e?:|)rcsscd out 

deeds ihert iii recorded ? Wc shall, “ conviction that the worthy Lord Mayor 

however, I suppose, have Lord Blmiev’s would not be inattentive to so iniquitous 
aorount. lie is, I have hearck a very a system, and so crying a grievance, 
gallant man, and a man wlio has, perhaps, “AVe are now rejoiced to bnd that his 
sei n as much foreign and actual service “ Lordship is actively employed in tlie 
as any nlhcer in the army, having been, “ laudable pursuit of bringing to punish- 
I have been told, in upwards of twenty “ meiit the authors of iVie evil, and v\c 
expeditions. One ought not, upon light have no doulit ot his laudable eX€TLiv.in:i 
grounds, to presume, that a ladure sucii as “ being speedily crowned with Adcccs.-, 
that here* recorded, pro^-eedod from A'csterduy a number ol master bakei -j 

the fault cif such a cojnmander, and espe- " were brought before his Loidship tor not 
cially whetT we see, that, of 102 missing, “ having made viTckly rcluinsot the price 
115 were German deserters, who had been “of flour, and some ol them were charged 
received into our service. — —if this be “ with making fal&e returns of the same, 
not an autlieiitic dispatch, it will not be in order to keep up the pi ice of bread, 
easy for the publisher of this aiticle to “ 'J'hc penalty for each oflence of this na- 
justify his conduct, and, he it not forgot- “ turc is 20/. It was urged l^at the en- 
ten, that it was only the day before, that “ torcement of this penalty would go to 
this same Morning Post had dcc'.aicd that “ ruin some poor men ; but his Lordship 
Lord Viscount Talavera would be fuVy "very properly obseivcd, that however 
justified in lef using to scree the country^ "severely it might operate upon iiidivi- 
riitTrlv because Mr. Perry bad made some "duals, he had a superior coiisiucration 
critical remarks, not upon his conduct^of “ to govern his conduct, that of doing 
the war, but upon his Dispatch.— — How "justice to the Public, and his duty he 
tender the man of venality is liere ! How " was resolved to perform. At the same^ 
very tender ; and vet, lie has not the least " time bis Lordship expressed himself ol 
hesitation m imputing the w hole of a “ opinion that the prime transgressors 
failure to Loid Blancy, who is peculiarly " were the mealmen, and in order to silt 
entitled fo a suspension of ju'lgincnt against " the business to the bottom, he ordered 
film, seeing that he is now a prisoner with “ several of these Gentlemen to be sum* 
the enemy, and, of course, unable to an- “ moned before him.^* —It is a question 
swer the attacks made u})on his character, that has often been discussed, whether an 
- — ~li was at first said, as 1 showed in my assize of bread, which, in fact, is a maximum, 
last, that the failure was owing to the ill- as far as relates to that article, be a regii- 
bebavioir of the Joreign deserters received lation founded in sound principles; but, 
awto ourpuy. An attempt is now made to there can be no doubt, that, as long as 
explain ibis luvay ; but, it is even now such regulation exists, the information 
confessed, that 1 15 of them are amongst for making the assiae ought to be correct, 
tlie missing, I trust that w e are to have and, of course, that those who neglect to 
a full account of this affair; that w'e shall give such informalion, or give false in- 
have a detailed account of the missing in formation, are criminal and ought to be 
particular, and be informed of howliiany punished.— As to the attacks upon the 
British troops were amongst them ; and, I bakers mealmen ; as tb the accusatioi^ 
trust, that we shall .soon have Lord Bla- against them for keeping up the price ; this 
ney’s acceunt of the causes of the failure, is hq concern of mine j the credit th^ 
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advantage, if any should arise, of making 
such charges will belong to the Morning 
Post and its reverend correspondents and 
other supporters and abettors, and to the 
exclusive enjoynientof it I shall checrlully 
leave them. But, upon the subject of the 
price of bread, I cannot help observing, 
that it IS now said, that all the Prussian 
ports are shut against us. If so, there 
will, 1 should imagine, be very little more 
impoitation of corn j and, in thai case, clic 
Morning Post and Courier will hav** 
enough to do, 1 am afraid, to ketp down 
the price of the loaf, even though their 
recommend ition with regard to the 
Bakers and meal men, that is to say, 
** Hans' ihe rascals or pillory* (Sec page 
9li7,) were, to be strictly followed. Hang- 
ing Bakers and Mealmeu would not sup- 
ply the place of corn imported, and it 
would not add one single mouthful to 
the stock on hand. If the importations 
be put a stop to, therefore, let the sup- 
porters and abettors of the Morning Post 
look to the con^erjueiice^ <‘f what they 
are now doing. 'Ihcy are supimitmu 
and aheitiiig a writei , wlioieds the pei»ple 
that some, at least, of those who dea» 
in corn, flvir, and bread, ought to be 
handed, or pelted nearly to *dcath by the 
populace. They are supporting and 
abetting this pr^nt. All those wito read 
fills print are giving such support 
And, therefore, to them I leave the enjoy - 
joyment of all the benefits to be derived 
fi'om its publications.* 

Old PincEs. Plymouth Play-house. 

There are other commodities as will 

ii.s bread that people wish to have at Old 
Prices ; and, 1 should suppose, that those 
who are for old prices in the one case, will 
be for old prices in all cases A Play- 

house row does not seem, at first sight, to 
belong to politics; but, odd as it may 
:30und, it really does form an incident of 
no trifling nature in the political history 
of these times ; and, the reflecting mind 
will not fail to perceive, in the following 
description of a scene on the Plymouth 
stage, circumstances strongly character- 
istic of the present state of things, and aJ 
strongly indicative of what we have to 
expect, unless there be great wisdom in- 
deed exercised in the management of the 

natioirs affairs.* Plymouili Dock. 

** Monday night (19th November instant) 
** the Theatre at Plymouth Dock opened 

for the first time this season, with the 
•• tra|j[edy of Jane Shorci and the farce of the 
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" Lock and Key. The house having been 
« newly painted and decorated, the Ma- 
nager raised the price of admission ; the 
'' boxes from 3s. to 4s. an^ the pit frotn 2s. to 
2s. (id, with an additional siT]mce on the 
** half price admission, to the boxes. A great 
" numbci ofoiders were distributed among 
theMainger's friends, and the first three 
" acts of the play went off tolerably tran- 
quil ; but on the ndmission of half-price, 
a dreadful scene of riot and. conlusion 
** commenced, which could not be cx- 
ceeded by the height of the O. P. war 
in the metropolis. It was quite impos- 
" sible to hear a word of the performance. 
" Apples, oranges, halfpence, sticks, and 
even glass bottles, flew about in 
** every direction, to the imminent risque 
of a number of lives. The most active 
** among the advocates of O. P. were a 
" body (f sailors, headed by several midships 
** men, who all seemed determined to con- 
** qu('r or die. M liters at last began to 
wear so serious an aspect, that a»wi- 
•* U*ary detachment was sent for and intro- 
•^ducedon the stni'e. No suoiier, however, 

* had they made their appearance, than 
** the sailors rushed on the s<ageina body, 
" and regtndless of the fixed bayonets, 
they drove the soldiers from the stc^e, and 
kept pos<>Hsion of it themselves for a 
coiisiderab e time. Other parties of them 
look their .stations in the Pit and Boxes, 
“ a»'d bliere appeared every disposition 
“ both in them and the other advocates of 
O^P. to do serious mischief to the house, 
•* which had already felt the effects of their 
” vengeance. At last the Manager find- 
‘ iiig the opposition to the new prices so 
general and strong, came forward, and, 
having with difficulty obtained a hear- 
ing, informed the audience that theprices 
qf admission should be ^ reduced to Ihmr 
former standard. This speech was hailed 
with three cheers, and the audience 
shortly after separated. Several per- 
sons were severely brui.sed, but no lives 
«< were lost.'’— -Here we see the whole 

thing complete. ^Thc man who has 

amusement to sell raises his price to keep 
pace with the value of money and with 
the price of food, clothes, lodging and 
fire ; those who have to pay this advance 
of price, being conveniently assembled, 
resist tiie demand, assail the vendor, and 
demolish his property ; and what next : 
The peace officer and the law ? Per- 
haps It was so ; but, these are imme- ; 
diately followed we see, by a soldier 
and the bt^onM These are assaulted by 
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the purchwers of amusement ; the former 
are driven from the scene ; and the 
wretched s^wman, thus left unsupported, 
offers his commodity for sale at the Old 
It does not require any super- 
natural powers to foresee what all this 
must lead to, unless great wisdom be 
broueht to bear upon the accumulating 
difficuhies of the times. — —The truth is, 
that all fh»^ pains imaginable have been 
takjei> ; ti:at all possible means have been 
used, by iho's.’, wlio, with unblushing ini- 
piulcnce, still call tln nirtelves the exclusive 
friends ui onhi and o\' iiu<J; all means that 
cat! be namefl have b»'en Uind by this de- 
scription of persons to pi event the people 
irom believing tint uoIlS have depre- 
ciated. This is a fact, for having openly 
and explicitly acknowledged which, oven I 
a Comniiitce of the Iloubc of Commons 
have been niucli more violently attacked 
thin the was aUacked by Sir Tian- 

cis liujdett. Thii) is a fact, which, if 
frankly detdarod ro the people, would, at 
onco, make ihcni clearly perceive the 
reasonahtenas of a li^c in iKe price of all j 
things ; and, it would, oi course, reconcile 
them to that rise, and prevent all the 
heart-burnings and contests and violences 
to be finally apprehended from their not 
seeing the real cause of what they com- 
plain of.— —But, this fact will, I suppose, 
be disguised from the people at large as 
long as possible. How long that may be 
1 do not pretend lo say. It is the imme- 
diate interest of a great many personi to 
disguise it; lo deny the fact; to confuse 
the question ; and, if nothing bettdV can 
be done, to misrepresent the view.s, to 
abuse, to calumniate, all those who evince 
a desire to make the truth known. Hence 
all the vile and venal attacks, in the Morn- 
ing Po.st, upon the Bullion Committee, 
who, I have no scruple to say, and am 
prepared to prove it. have done more serve 
the country, than all the other Committees 
and Commissions, whose inquiries ever 
came Under my examination. Yet, should 
I not. ntt all wonder, to see the Members of 
this (Committee held forth to the unin- 
formed and unreflecting part of the com- 
munity, as the advocates for high prices, as 
the co-ad jutors of the bakers and the meal- 
men ; and, of course, as meriting the same 
fate. — —Let those who correspond with, 
who write for, who abet and buy and read 
the Morning Post and other prints of the 
sort, reflect, however, upon the conse- 
quences befbre it be tooUte. Let them 
reflect upon the probable Ansequences of 
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the success of their misrepresentations and 
calumnies ; and, while they are accusing 
others of revolutionary designs, let them 
beware how they themselves set on foot 
that which no human power may be 
able to arrest or to controul. 

Sweden. King and Beunadotte.— — 
This unfortunate personage, of whom his- 
tory will have hereafter to speak, having 
got on board of the Tartarus, from the port 
of Riga, sometime ago, and having on 
the 15th instant landed at Yarmouth, 
under the title of Count Gottorp, the 
same under which lie travelled on the con- 
tinent, arrived on the; If'ind instant in Lon- 
don, of wliiidi arrival the following ac- 
count was given, ill the news-papers of the 
i^hd. On Wednesday evening the King 
*'■ of Sweden arrived al the Clarendon 
Hotel. The Marquiy Wellesley being 
'' jut of town al Windsor, iVlr. Culling 
i'lnith (Under Secretary of State) im- 
" med lately waited on his Majesty, with 
whom he l onainerl for some time. His 
Swididi Ay looks extremely well. 
“ He is of a daik complexion, with a 
Koniaii nos(‘, and is about five feet six 

'' inches in height/' What is intended 

to be done by our government, in this 
case, we shall, probably, soon bear ; but, 
1 cannot refrain from expressing my hope, 
that, there will be no grant of inoncy made 
to this personage out of the taxes, at a lime 
when our resources are so much wanted 
for our own defence. Besides, such a 
measure might increase the obstacles in 
the way of ncgociation foi peace. 1 have 
not heard, that any such grant was in con- 
templation ; but, 1 could not let pass this 
opportunity of expressing my opinion 
upon the subject. We arc still, 1 be- 

lieve, at peace with Sweden. 1 have never 
heard any thing to the contrary ; and, 
unless we mean to make war for the re- 
covery of this sovereign's throne, it will, 
in my opinion, be very inconsistent, to 
support him out of the public revenues ; 
because, if he has such support it must be 
given him as an ally, and of course as a 
king : for, in no other character can we 
consider him as an ally.— ^In the mean 
while, contrary to all the predictions of 
our venal writers, who never listen to rea- 
son, who iicver*^onsult any thing but their 
wishes ; contrary to all their bold foretel- 
lings ; and, as it were for the express pur- 
pose of throwing ridicule upon their 
wheedling of the Swedes to reject B£rna- 
DnTT£, and upon their ful mi nations against 
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them if they did not reject him, he has ar- 
rived in Sweden, and has been received in 
the most flattering manner, according to the 
accounts from Stockholm, under the date 

of the 5th and dth instant. “ Friday 

November 2, which was fixed upon for 
the solemn entry of his Royal Highness 
** the Crown Prince into this town, he 
** proceeded from Dretninghoim to the 
" royal country seat, New Haga, whence 
he was attended to this capital by Baron 
Hamilton, Lord High Chamberlain, and 
arrived here at two o’clock in the after- 
** noon. On his reaching the Custom* 
house, he was received by the Gover- 
nor General, the Magistrates, and the 
five l^lders of the City ; and a grand 
foitry was made. After which he was 
introduced to the King, and dined in 
public. — On the Qth of October his 
" Royal Highness the Crown Prince of 
** Sweden solemnly professed the tenets 
" and principles of the pure Lutheran re- 
ligion, and answered in the affirmative 
** several questions which were put to 
" him for I hat purpose by the Arch- 
bishop Doctor Lindelon. — Stockholm, 
" Nov. (i. The day before yesterday his 
" Majesty adopted his Royal IIii;hness 
** the Crown Prince, in the Session- hall of 
the States of the Realm, for liis son, 
'' und^r the name of Charles John, which 
name his Royal Highness is henceforth 
" to bear.” It may be very mortify- 

ing to us to behold this ; but, to rail at 
the Sw’’edcs is perfectly useless. 'Fhe 
thing is done. Another fleet is, in efiect, 
added to the navy of France. This is 
another consequence proceeding from the 
Anti-Jacobin war. Our statesmen from 
1793 to Iti0(), could not think of a peace 
with any thing but a ref^ular government 
in France. We have now got a regular 
government there to our hearts* content ; 
and, by a strange revolution in human 
affairs, the only friends and allies (except 
the King of Sicily) that we now have, 
present in rheir dominions, at least, are 
the people of Spain and Portugal, the 
former of whom have declared, that^ a 
Representative Assembly shrill be styled 
His MajeHy, and that the Executive Go- 
^vernment shall be considered as their in- 
feriors. This is not amiss at the end of 
17 years of war against Jacobiqs and 
Levellers. 

The Day Newspaper.*— —Want of room 
prevents me from making some remarks 
upon a State Prosecution against the 


l>rinter and PuhlUer of this paper, who 
are now in this prison. But. I shall not 
fail to take the matter ^up another time^ 
and to point out the curious circumsiaiices 
that mark this publication, especially as 
relating to the proprietorship of it. There 
were Companies enough at the time of the 
South Sea Bubble ; but, in the whole list, 
1 do not And any Company for puhli'-hing 
a news-paper, and, by means of the numer^ 
ousness of the proprietors, screening the 
whole from that responsibility, towards indi- 
viduals, towards the public, and towards 
the state, that the proprietors of all other 
puhlic prints are liable. It would be cu- 
rious to see h.)w many of the bitterest 
enemies of tj>e liberty of the press, and of 
public liberry of all sorts, have thought it 
worth their while to partake in the prqfits 
(if any) of this paper; and, it would be 
equally curious to know, who it was that 
went to the Statfip Office and swore them- 
selves to be the proprietors of this paper. 

King’s Illness. From the official 

reports, which sh.dl appear in my next, it 
would seem, that little alteration has taken 
place in the state of this unhappy malady. 

W**. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

November 23, 1810. 


• MR. MALTHUS 

• AND THE 

.EDINBURGH REVIEWERS. 

Sir,— The title page of a pamphlet 
which I published some time ago, and [>ari 
of which appeared in the Political Re- 
gister in answer to the Essay on Popula- 
tion, having been jately preflxed to an ar- 
ticle in the Edinburgh Review as a pre- 
tence for making a formal eulogy on that 
work, I take the liberty to request your in- 
seition of a few queries, which may per- 
haps bring the dispute between Mr. Mai- 
tlius’s admirers and his opponents, to some 
sort of issue. It will, however, first of afl 
be proper to say something of the article 
in the Review. The writer of the article 
accuses the “ anonymous” writer of the 
reply to the Essay, of misrepresenting and 
misunderstanding his author, and under- 
takes to give a statement of the real prin- 
ciples ol Mr. Malthus’s work. He at the 
same time informs us for whom this state- 
ment is intended, namely, for those who 
arc not likely ever to read the work itself^ 
and who taxe their opinions on all sub- 
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jects inoral, political, and religious, from losophy, proves absolutely nothinjj with 
the pei^iodical reports of tlie Edinburgh lespecl to the prospects of mankind or the 
Review. For my own part, what I have means of social improvement, that the sole 
to say will be addressed to those who hopes either of the pie.ent or of future, 
have read Mr. Malthus’s work, and who generations do not centre (sliimge to tell !) 
may be disposed to form some opinion of in the coiitinuanee of vice and misery, but 
their own on the subject. — The most re- in the gradual removal of these, by dif- 
inarkablc circumstance in the Feview is, fusing rational views of things and motives 
that it isaroinplote conle.ssion of the force ot action, and particularly by amcliuraling 
of the arguments which have been brought the condition, securing ihe independence, 
against the Essay. The d..rencc here set and raiding the spirit, of the lower classes 
up of it may indeed be regarded as the of society ; and (lunlly that both the ex- 
euthanasia of that performance. For in tent of population, and the degree of hap- 
what does this defence consist but in an piiiess enjoyed by the people of any coun- 
adoptioii, point by point, of the principal try depend very much upon, and, as far as 
objections and limitation, which have been there ps anydillerence observable between 
offered to Mr. Malthu.s’s system; and one country or slate of society and ano- 
which being thus ingeniously applied to ilici, are wholly regulated by political in- 
gloss its defects, the Reviewer chat ges ‘ 'iim ions, a good oi bad government, moral 
those who had pointed them out with mis- habits, tlic state of civilization, commerce^ 
leprcsenling and vilifying the author? or agriculture, the improvements in art or 
In fact, the advocates of this celebrated science, and a varii iy of other cau.ses quite 
work do not at present defend its doc- distinct from the sole mechanical princi- 
trincs, but deny them. The only resource pie of population. And, this hir, is what 
left them is that of screening its fallacies the Reviewer imposes on his unsuspecting 
from the notice of the public by raising a readers as the sum and substance, the true 
cry of misrepresentation against those scope and efiect of Mr. J\Ialll)L^s^s rea.son- 
who attempt to expose them, and by hold- iog. R is in truth an almost literal recapi- 
ing a mask of flimsy aflbctaiion over the tulaticn of the chief topics insisted on in 
rcaland distinguishing leaturcs of the work, the Kopiy to the Essay, which the llc- 
ticarcely a glimpse remains of the striking viewer s.convj silently to regard as a kind 
peculiarities of Mr. Malthus’s reasoning, of necc&.^ary supplement to that work. — In 
his bold paradoxes (Iwindle by refined this account it i> evident, both that Mr. 
gradations into mere harmless common- Malthiis’s preten.^ions as an original dis- 
places, and what is still more extraor- coverer are given up by the Keviewer, 
dinary, an almost entire coincidence' of , and that his obnoxious and extravagant 
sentiment is found to subsist betjiecn conclusions are carefully supprcj<sed. Now 
the author of the essay and his most zealous with regard to the general principle of the 
opponents, if the ignorance and prejudices di.^proportion between the power of in- 
of the latter would but allow them to see crease in population, and in the means of 
it. Indeed the Edinburgh Keviewer subsistence, and the necessity of provid- 
gives pretty broad hints that neither ing bome checks, moral or physical, to 
friends nor foe.s have*’ ever understood the former, in order to keep it on a level 
much of the matter, and kindly presents with the means of .subsistence, 1 have never 
his readers for the first time, with the true in any instance culled in question either 
key to this much admired production. He of "these important and radical facts,’’ 
accordingly proceeds with considerable which it is the business of Mr. M.’s work 
self-complacency to translate the Ian- to illustrate. Ail that 1 undertook in (he 
guage. of the essay into the dialect of the Reply to the Essay w'as to di-prove Mr. 
Scotch school of economy, to put quite on Malthus’s claim to the discovery of these 
one side the author’s geometrical and k'acts, and to shew that he had drav\n some 
arithmetical ratias, which had wrought very false and sophistical conclusions from 
such wonders, to state that Mr. Malthus them, which do not appear in the article 
never pretended to make any new dis- in the Review. As far therefore as relates 
covery, and to quote a passage from Adam to the Edinburgh Reviewcis, and their 
Smith, which suggested the plan of his readers, I might consider my aim Us ac- 
work; to shew that this far-famed work cotnplished, and leave Mr. Malthus’s sys- 
which has been so idly magnified, and so teiii and pretensions in the hands of these 
unjustly decried as overturning all the friendly criiics, who will hardly set the 
commonly received axioms of political phi- seal of their authority on either one or 
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the other, till thejr have reduced both to 
something like their own ordinary stand- 
ard, But against this I have several rea- 
sons. First, as I never looked upon Mr. 
Malthas ns '' a man of no mark or likeli- 
“ hood/' t should be sorry to sec him dan- 
dled into insignificance, and made a mere 
puppet in the hands of the Reviewers. 
Secondly, I in some measure owe it to 
myself to prove that the obiection*^ I I;ave 
brought against his system arc not the 
phantoms of my own imagination. Thirdly, 
iVlr. Malthus's work cannot be considered 
as entirely superseded by the vircount of 
it in the Review, as there are, n»» doubt, 
many persons who will still take their opi- 
nion of Mr. Mallhus's doctrines from his 
own writings, and abide by what they find 
m the text as good authority and sound 
argument, though not sanctioned in the 
commentary. — I will therefore proceed to 
put the questions I at first proposed as the 
best means 1 can devise for determining, 
both w'hat the contents of Mr. Malthus's 
work really are, and to w'hat degree of 
credit they arc entitled, or how far they 
aie true or false, original or borrowed 
Query 1. Whether the real source of Mr. 
Malthus's Essay is not to be found in the 
long extract iroin Wallace's ''Various 
" Prospects of Mankind/' &c. quoted in 
the second letter of the Reply to the 
Essay ? Or whether Wallace has not both 
stated the principle of the disproportion 
between the unlimited power of increase 
in pcjpulation, and the limited power of 
increase in the meansof subsistence, which 
is the corner-stone of ,thc Essay, and 
whether he has not drawn the very same 
inference from it that Mr, MalthiH has 
done, zus. that vice and misery are neces- 
sary to keep population down to the level 
of the means of subsistence ? — 2. >V^hether 
the chapter in Wallace, written expressly 
to prove these two points (or, in other 
words, to shew that the principle of popu- 
lation is necessarily incompatible with any 
great degree of improvement in govern- 
ment or morals) does not throw consider- 
ably more light on the history of Mr, 
Malthus's work, the first edition of which 
was written expressly to prove the same 
points, than the passage from Adam Smith, 
which the Reviewer says he hasJutard first 
gave rise to the Essay, but which Mr. M. 
might have read a hundred times over, 
without once dreaming either of his prin- 
ciple or his conclusion?— 3. Whether it is 
probable that the Reviewer himself would 
have made so light of Mr, Malthus's pre- 


tensions to originality on the mere strength 
ot these vague, hearsay obligations to 
Adam omitn, ii he had not been apprised 
of his real obligations to others, which he 
perhaps keeps in reserve, in case any in- 
discreet admirer of the Essay sliouli yp. 
sent the petulance with which the Re- 
viewer has disclaimed " all pretensions to 
" discovery" on the part of the author?--, 
t. Whether the iilea of an aritlmietiral 
and geometrical series, by wliich Mr. 
Malthas has been thought to have furnish- 
ed the precise rule or calculus of the dis- 
proportion between food and population, 
is not, strictly speaking, inapplicable to 
the subject; inasmuch as in new and un- 
occupied countries Lite quantity of food 
may be madj to increase nearly in thu 
same proportion as population, and in all 
old ami well cullivaicd countries must be 
stationary or nearly so ? Whether there- 
fore this mode of vii'.v.ing the subject has 
not tended as much to confound as to il- 
lustrate the question, and to divert the 
mind from the real source of the only ne- 
cessary distinction between food and popu- 
lation, V 2 Z. the want of sulficicnt room for tho 
former to grow in, a grain of corn as long 
as it has room to increase and multiply, in 
fact propagating its species much faster 
even than a man? — 3. Whether the ar- 
gument borrowed from W^allace, and con- 
stituting the chief scope and tenour of th*^. 
first edition of the Esiviy, which professed 
to overturn all schemes of human per- 
fectibility and Utopian forms of govern- 
ment from the sole principle of population, 
does m^t involve a plain contradiction ; — 
both these autliors, first of all, supposing 
or taking for granted a slate of society in 
which the most perfect order, wisdom, 
virtue, and happiness shall prevail, and 
then endeavouring to shew that all these 
advantages would only hasten their own 
ruin, and end in famine, confusion, and 
unexampled wretchedness, in consequence 
of taking away the only checks to exces- 
sive population, vice, and misery ? Whe- 
ther this objection does not suppose man- 
kind in a state of the most perfect reason 
to be utterly blind to the consequences of 
the unrestrained indulgence of their appe- 
tites, and with the most perfect wisdom 
and virtue to regulate all their actions, 
not to have the slightest command over 
their animal passions ? There is nothing, 

I believe, in any of the visionary schemes 
of human perfextion so idle as this objec- 
tion brought against them, which has no 
more connection with " the reasonings of 
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Godwin, Condofcet,” &c. than with the 
Millennium.— '6. Whether, in order to give 
some colour of plausibility to his argu- 
ment, and to prove that' the highest de- 
gree of wisdom atHl virtue could be of no 
avail in keeping down the principle of 
population, Mr. MaJthus did not set out 
with assuming this principle, or the im- 
pulse to propagate the species as a law of 
nature ol the same order and cogency as 
that of $ati>rying the cravings of hunger, 
so that reason having no power over 
it, vice and misery must be the ne- 
cessary consequences, and only possible 
checks to population ?— 7. Whether this 
original view of the subject did not una- 
voidably lead to the most extravagant 
conclusions, not only by representing the 
total removal of all vice and misery as the 
greatest evil that could happen to the 
world, but (>\hai is of more consequence 
than this speculative paradox) by throw- 
ing a stigma on all subordinate improve- 
ments or plans of reform, as so many 
clauses or sections of the same general 
principle ? Whether the quantity of vice 
and misery necessary to keep population 
down to the level of the means of subsist- 
ence, beiqg left quite undetermined by 
the author, the old barriers between vice 
and virtue, good and evil, were not broken 
down, and a perfect latitude of choice al- 
low'ed between forms of government or 
modes of society, according to the temper 
of the times, or the taste of individuals, 
only that vice and misery being always 
the safe side, the presumption would be in 
favour of the most barbarous, ignorant, 
enslaved, and profligate? Whether the 
stumbling-block thus thrown in the way 
of those who aimed at any improvement 
in social institutions, does not sufficiently 
account for the alarm and opposition 
which Mr. Malthus's w'ork excited on the 
one band, and for the cordiality and tri- 
umph with which it was received on the 
other ? And, lastly, whether this view of 
the question, which is all in which the Es- 
say diders from the most common place 
disquisition on the subject, is not palpably, 
and by the author^s own confession, false, 
sophistical, and unfounded ? — 8. Whether 
the additional principle of moral restraint, 
admitted in the second and following edi- 
tiotis of the Essay as one effisctual, and as 
the only desirable means of checking po- 
pulation, does not at once overturn all the 
paradoxical canclusioas of the author re- 
specting the state of man in society, and 
whether nearly all these C9nclasions do 


not stand as they originally stood, as false 
in fact as they are idle and contradictory 
in reasoning? Whether, indeed, it was 
likely that Mr. Malthus would give up the 
sweeping conclusions of his first Essay, 

I he fruits of his industry, and pledges of 
his success, without much reluctance ; or 
in such a manner as not to leave the gene- 
ral plan of his workfull of inconsistencies, 
and almost unintelligible ?— 9. Whether, 
for example, in treating of the durability 
of a perfect form of government, or state 
of society, Mr. Malthus has *'not sicklied 
over the subject with the same pale and 
** jaundiced cast of thought,'* by suppos- 
ing vice and misery to be the only effec- 
tual checks to population, and in his te- 
nacity on this his old and far^ourite sub- 
ject, has not formally challenged his cp- 
ponents to point out any other, except 
indeed" (he adds, rejcollecting himself) 

** moral restraint," which, however, he 
considers as in effect none at all ? — 10. 
Whether, consistently with this formal 
acknowledgment, and virtual rejection of 
the influence of moral causes, the general 
tendency of Mr. M.'s system is not to 
represent the actual state of man in so • 
ciety, as nothing better than a blind 
struggle between vice and misery, and the 
principle of population, the efiects of 
which are just as mechanical as the ebbing 
and flowing of the tide,*and to bury all 
other motives, all virtue, wisdom, and li- 
berty, tinder a heap of misapplied facts ? 

I. Whether, instead of accounting for 
different degrees of happiness, plenty) 
populousness, &c. in ditferent countries, 
or in the same country at different pe- 
riods, from good or bad government, from 
the vicissitudes of manners, civilization, 
and knowledge, according to the state- 
ment in the Edinburgh Review, Mr. Mal- 
thas does not expressly and repeatedly 
declare, that political institutions are but - 
as the dust in the balance compared with 
the inevitable consequences of the princi- 
ple of population, and whether he does 
not treat with the utmost contempt all 
those, who, like the Edinburgh Reviewer, 
not being in the secret of ** the grinding 
law of necessity," had superficially con- 
cluded that political, moral, and artificial ^ 
causes were of any considerable weight in 
•determining the welfare of mankind ? It 
were to be wished that the author, instead 
of tampering with his subject, and alter- 
nately holding out concessions and then 
recalling them, bad made one bold and ^ 
honest ^ort lo get rid of the bewildering 
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effects of his former system, by affording 
his readers some clue to determine, both 
in what manner and to what extent other 
pauses, independent of the principle of 
population, actually combine with that 
principle (no longer allowed to be abso- 
lute and unconlroulable) to vary the face 
of nature and society, under the same ge- 
neral law — and had nut left this important 
desideratum in hiswork.tobcapocryphally 
supplied by the ingenuity and zeal of the 
Reviewer. — 12. Whether Mr. Mallhus 
does not uniformly discourage every plan 
for extending the limits of population, and 
consequently the sphere of human enjoy- 
ment, either by cultivating new tracts of 
soil, or improving the old ones, by repeat- 
ing on all occasions the .same state objec- 
tion, that, after all, the principle of popu- 
lation will press as much as ever on the 
means of subsistence, in other words, that 
though the means of enjoyment will be 
increased, there will be a proportionable 
increase in the number of those who are 
to partake of it ? Or whether Mr. Mal- 
thus’s panic fear on thi.s subject, has not 
.subsided into an equaHy unphilosoplitcal 
indifference ? — 13. Whether the principle 
of moral restraint, formally recognised in 
Mr. Malthiis’s latter writings, and in reality 
turning all that he has w'litten into mere 
impertinence, does not remain a dead 
letter, which ha never calls into action, 
except for the single purpose of torturing 
the poor, under pretence of reforming 
their morals ? — 14. WJicther the avowed 
b.isjs of the author^ system on the poor- 
laws, is not the following ; that by the 
laws of God and nature, the rich have a 
right to starve the poor, whenever they 
cannot maintain themselves ; and whether 
the deliberate sophistry by wl^h this 
right is attempted to be made is not 
as gross an insult on the understlRdiiig, as 
on the feelings of the reader? — 1.5. Or 
whether this reasoning does not consist in 
a trite truism, and a wilful contradiction : 
the truism being, that wh.enever the earth 
cannot maintain all its inhabitants, that 
then, by the laws of God and nature, or 
the physical constitution of things, some 
of them must perish, and t^e contradic- 
tion being, that the right of the rich to 
withhold a rqQrsel of bread from the poor, 
while they themselves roll in abundance, 
is a law of God and nature, founded on tho 
same physical necessity, or absolute deB- 
ciency in the means of subsistence ? — lO. 
Wheth er the Edinburgh Reviewers have 
not fallen into the same unwarrantable 


mode of reasoning, by confounding the 
real lunds for the maintenance of labour, 
or actual produce of the soil, with the 
scanty pittance allowed ibi the main- 
tenance of the labourer 'after the dennuds 
of luxury and idleness are s extished) by 
the positive, varying laws of any country^ 
or Ihe caprice of individuals? Whvihei 
these things arc not rcalh distnut in 
themselves, and ought not to be kept so in 
a question of such importance, as the right 
of the rich to starve the poor by system ? 
— 17. Whether Mr. Malthus has not been 
too much disposed to consider the rich as 
a sort of gods upon earth, who were 
merely employed in distributing the 
goods of nature and fortune among the 
poor, who themselves neither ate nor 
drank, neifher married nOr were given 
in marriage,'' and consequently were 
altogether unconcerned in the limited ex- 
tent of the means of subsistence, and the 
unlimited increase of population? — IH. 
Lastly, whether the whole of our author’s 
management of tlic principle of popula- 
tion and of the necessity of moral re- 
straint, does not seem to have been 
copied from the prudent Friar's advice in 
Chaucer ? — 

“ Beware therefore with lories for to play, 

** Singetli Placebo-- 

** To a poor man men should his vices tell, 

“ But not to a lord, though he should go hell.” 

The drift of these questions, is, I believe, 
suflicicivtly obvious and diiect; but if 
they should not be thought clear enough 
in themselves, 1 am ready to add a suita- 
ble commentary to them, by collating » 
convdliicnt number of passages from the. 
Essay, the Reply, and the Review.— I am.. 
Sir, your obedient servant. 

The Author of a Reply to 
tlieliss/vY ON Populatio n, 
Nov. 21, IHIO. . 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

PoRTUOAL.— i}iVpflfc/<rs/ruwi Lord Viscount 
Talavera ; and from Alarshal Beresford. 
md Col. Trantf vp to the dale qf tird Nor. 
1810.— PwWzViCr/ h the Govcrn?n€iU in 
England, on the \\)fh Nov. in An EX- 
TRAORDINARY London Gazette, 

From Lord Talavera to -Lord Lirerpooly 
dated Fero Negro, 20th Oct. 1310. 

My Lord — Since I addressed you, the. 
enemy have been employed principally 
ill reconnoitring the positions occupied by 
our troopSj and in .«trengthening their 
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own. In effecting the former object they 
have skirmished with the troops on our 
out-posts. Who have always conducted 
thenwelvw \v€ll.-.-On the Uth tliey at- 
tacked with infantry, supported by artil- 
lery, a small detachment of the 7Ist regi- 
ment, which formed the advanced guard 
of Lieut.-General Sir Brent Spencer's divi- 
sion, near Sohral de Montn^aree, in order 
to cover one of their recoiinoitoring parties. 
This detachment having the FLonourable 
Lieut.-ColonelCadogan and Lieut. -Colonel 
Heynell at their head, charged the enemy 
in the most gallant style, and drove them 
into the town. — The whole of the 8th 
corps d'armec, however, and part of the 
dth, arrived on the ground near Sobral on 
the evening ; and 1 therefore thought it 
proper to withdraw laeut.-Gfen. Sir Brent 
Spencer's division from the advanced si- 
tuation which it had occupied, and these 
troops marched to Zibreira, about one 
mile in the rear, on the l5th in the morn- 
ing. — ^The gun-boats on the Tagus, under 
Lieut. Berkeley, with which Admiral 
Berkeley has supported the right of the 
army near Alhandra, have likewise been 
engaged with the enemy’s reconnoitering 
parties, and have been of great service to 
us. — I have the pleasure to inform your 
Lordship, that the report which I com- 
municated to you in my last dispatch, re- 
garding the march of the detachments of 
troops under the command of Ceneral 
Barcellar, has been confirmed.— ^Colonel 
Trant arrived near Coimbra on the 7th, 
and immediately attacked the eneAiy’s 
out-posts, which he cut oflTrgm tho.4,own, 
and he then pushed into it and took pos- { 
session of it. The resistance made by the ’ 
enemy did not last long, and he took 80 
officers and 5,000 men (principally sick 
and wounded) prisoners. 1 have the ho- ' 
nour to enclose the copy of his report to j 
Marshal Beresford, and of a letter from | 
Marshal Beresford upon this success. On 
the following day Brigadier-General Mil- 
ler and Colonel Wilson arrived at Coimbra 
with their detachments, and they have 
since taken about 550 prisoners, being 
soldiers who had straggled from their 
regiments, on the enemy's march, as they 
say, in search of food. — Colonel Wilson 
has since advanced to Coiideixa, with an 
advanced guard of infantry and cavalry, 
and Brigadier General Miller is at Coim- 
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bra. 1 inclose a letter from Marshal 
Beresford on these transactions. — A de- 
tachment from the garrison of Pcniche, 
sent out by Brigadier-Gen. Blunt, under 
Capt. Fenwick, has been successful in a 
similar manner, and has brought in 4.S’ 
prisoners made in the rear of the enemy's 
army, having killed nine ; and Lieut.- 
Colonel Waters, who has been employed 
by me with small detachments of cavalry 
and infantry, also in the enemy's rear, 
has taken many prisoners.— The difficul- 
ffes which the enemy e.xperience in pro- 
curing subsistence, owing to their having 
invaded this country without magazines, 
and having adopted no measures for the 
security of their rear, or of their commu- 
nication with Spain, has rendered it neces- 
sary for the soldiers to straggle in search 
of food ; and not a day passes that pri- 
soners and deserters are not sent in. — All 
i^mained quiet in the North i>f Portugal, 
according to the last accounts. Marshal 
Morlier retired ^om Zafra and Los San- 
tos on the 8th ; and, according to the last 
acco*'jits, he had arrived at Seville with 
the troops under his command. General 
Ballastcros had followed him to the neigh- 
bourhood of Castillo de las Guard ias, and 
the Portuguese and Spanish cavalry had 
mov(‘d on from the Ouadiana towards the 
Sierra Morena. — In the mean time, the 
infantry of the M irquis de la Romana’s 
corps was put in motion for this quarter 
on the 8Lh instant, and the head of it (the 
division under the command of General 
O'Donnell) arrived at Cabeca de Monte- 
chique yestcrda3s having crossed tho 
Tagus ill the morning. 

Marshal Beresford to Lord Viscount Tala- 
vera, ^ted Fort Sobral, \lth Oct. 1810. 

My Lord— I have the honour to report 
to your Lordship, that by letters from 
Brigadier-General Miller, from Coimbra, 
I am infornie»l of our Northern Militia 
having entered that place on the 8ili inst. 
Col. Trant, with the Oporto Militia, it 
appears (I have no report from that Of- 
ficer), first entered it ; and Brigadier- 
General Miller, and Colonel Wilson, wdio, 
with the Militia of the Minho, and some 
regular cavalry, had followed the enemy 
along his own line of march, on the east- 
ward of the Sierra of Caramula, entered a 
few hours after Col. Trant. 

(To he continued.) 
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“ He hoped gentlemen would direct their most senous attention to the subject. The bill was of the 
“ utmost impoitance; if a paper currency were once established, how could it be got rid of> If gold 
“ and silver were once driven out of circulation, bow were they to be recovered ? The sure consequences 
“ of a paper currency would be a debt so enoiinous, that it nouUI never be removed. Theulddebta 
** and the new would vanish together, and the funded property would sink with theiii.^ A revolutiou ia 
propel tv might pioduec a ivvolutiou in goveniniertt, and all those scones of blood which had disgraced 
France.” — NICllOLLS. Debate, 27tli March On the Bank Restriction, Bill. 
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Report of the Bullion Cammitter: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AyND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter XVIII. 

Duraiion of the Bank Stoppage or Restne- I 
tio 7 i Act — llernpitulation of the dales of the I 
principal occt^vreiices lending to that Act^ 
Apparent rchiciatice with which the Hank 
Company/ iub nittcd to the restriction — They 
now disC‘>i\T that they hate no olpection to be 
rcsti'aint'd — Mr. Huskis.Wfi says that the 
Duration could not have been foreseen — The 
probable reasons of this^.^r, Huskisson's 
Ptojcss and tension Such a person ought to 
have foresien thesi consequences of the Act — 
Others did foresee them. 

Gentlemen, 

We now come to that subject, which 
naturally connects the proceedings and 
mcr^suies of J7y7 with the Report of the 
Bullion Cominittce, namely, the DURA- 
TION of the Act of 1797, that Act, which 
was made for the purpo.^e of protecting 
the Bank Uompaiiy aguinst the legal de- 
mands of the holders of its promissory 
notes, and which act, as you will not fail 
do bear in mind, arose out of an alarm felt 
hy the Bank Company/or the safety qf their 
Hotuse, It is very material to keep con- 
stantl^y in view the progress which ended 
in the passing of this Act, which, as you 
will lvavt» already perceived, did, in fact, 
decide the fate of the paper-money in 
England ; ai‘\d, therefore, I will here again 


place before you a recapitulation of the 
dates of the principal occurrences. 

February 21st, 1707, the Directors of 
the Bank, “ observed with great un*, 
*' easiness the large and constant 
crease in their cash/* a deputation of 
them went to the Minister (Pitt) to 
make him aciiuainted therewith ; and> 
as they attributed the run to the 
alarm of invasion, they begged of the 
Mini<:ter to say something in parlia- 
ment, *' in order to ease the public mind 
upon that score.^' 

February 2kh. At a meeting of the 
Directors, it appeared that the loss 
" of cash yesLerday tva^ above 
" X, and that about * 

were already dratyn out this day, 
** which gave such an alarm, fqr the 
** safety of the Hmtse/* that a deputa- 
tion was sent to Mr. Pitt, to ask him 
when he would think it necessary 0 
• interfere. At tliis meeting with th^ 

^ Minister it was agreed, that fi resolu- 
tion should be by him prepared to 
bring before the Council for stopping 
payments in cash ; also that a gene- 
ral meeting of Bankers and Merchants 
should be contrived in order to pass 
resolutionspto support public credit ; 
and the Minister at the recommendation 
of the Deputation, agreed to got a private 
meeting of the chief bankers at his 
house the next day, in order then to 
lay the plan for a general meeting. 

February 26th. The Order of Council 
was issued, stating, that the Minister 
had given the Council such informa- 
tion relating to a run upon the Bank, 
as induced the Council to require, and 
they therefore did require, the Bank 
Company, to forbear issuing any cash 

* There were no sums inserted. The 
statement of sums was lelt in blank m it ia 
here. 

2K 
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in paj^nicnts^ isntil the sense of Parlia- 
iiTeiit should betaken upon the subject. 

February 27lh. -An iinmciise crowd of 
people assembled early in the morn- 
ing at the doors ^f the Bank and. in 
Thread needle street, in order to get 
gold for the notes they held ; but, 
instead of gold, they received a notifi- 
cation, tlhit they might have hank 
notes lent to them in discounts, and 
that tile ihviilcn(h, or interests upon 
stock, would be fniid in the same man^ 
7ier. WhcM'eupon they retired , shaking 
their long cars, and consoling them- 
selves with the hope, that they would 
get gold in a week or two. 

On the very -same day (27th Feb.) the 
general Meeting of Bankers ami 
Merchants, luhich had been proposed to 
the Mtnisin' hy the Bank directors, was 
held at the Mairsion House in Lon- 
don ; iViat is to say, the .State House 
of I,f rd jMayor (Brook Watson) the 
Cltitf Mairiitratc of the (Mly, who 
was Chairman of the Meeting, and 
who signed the Kesolutiona, to which, 
therefore, the air of authority was 
given. 

February 28tb. The Privy Council, 
including all the Ministers, of cour.se, 
had a Meeting, and signed an agree- 
ment to lake and give bank notes in 
the same way as the Bankers and 
jVlerciiants who liad signed their re- 
solutions. 

March 2nd. The Magistrates met at 
the Quarter Sessions for the County of 
Surrey, signed an agreement of tl\c 
same sort, which was promulgated 

' ** by Order of the Court and W'as 

signed, like any other magisterial act, 
by the Clerk of the Peace. Tlie like 
was done in ail tlie other counties, 

IMarch 3rd. At a Meetkig of the Bank 
Company, con'll :tiiig of the Bank 
Proprietors in general, was passed an 
nuaniinous vote of thanks to the Di- 
rectors for having obeyed the Order 
in Council and for having refused to 
pay in cask. From this Meeting it was 
pt >piul gated, that no application had 
b^n made by the Bank Directors for 
nie Order to withhold cash ; that the 
measure was not adopted at the in- 
stance of those concerned in the direction 
of the Bank; that they complied with 
the onler,' understanding it to have 
been dictated by national policy, and 

. meant to operate uni y for a short time ; 
that tlielr ailaira were in a state of the 


greatest affluence, and that they ear* 
nestly hoped they would soon be 
PF.RMlTrED to pay their notes in cash 
in the same manner as they had for- 
merly done. 

Match ()th. The Minister moved in 
the House of Conitiions, for leave to 
bring in a bill to sanction what had 
been done by tlie Privy Council and 
by the Bank Directors ; to protect 
Loth against any legal proceedings 
for having done an unlawful act ; and 
to nullunize the Bank Company to 
CONTINUE to refuse to pay their 
notes in cash, fur a certain time to 
be named. 

May 3rd. This bill became a lau ; and 
hy it the Bank Company were au- 
thorized to refuse to pay their pro- 
inis'^ory notes in cash, until the 2 lM 
of June in that same yearj that is to 
say for ffty tzeo days. 

Such, Gentlemen, was the progress 
which ended in the passing of the Cash- 
Stopping act, which is generally called the 
Bank-Kkstriction Act, and uhich, to 
those, from whom the above facts have 
been kept hidden, would, from this name 
as well as from the language of the Act it- 
self, appear to have been made without any 
application for such a measure on the part 
of the Bank Company, and eveb auainst’the 
ivishes of that Company, who would, from 
outward appearances, be looked upon as 
being compelled against their will, to refuse 
cash-payments of their promissory-notes^ 
and to yield to this compulsion without re- 
monstrating, merely from their sense, of 
loyalty and public spirit. 

These outward appearances, however, 
have nearly lost their ctlect; and, it cer- 
tainly would be something very wonderful 
indeed if they had not, seeing that the ad- 
vocates of the Bank now complain, not of the 

restriction,*^ but of the Bullion Commit- 
tee, who have proposed ioremovc the restric- 
tion at the end of two years! Oli I this is 
delightful. This is, perhaps, the finest 
instance of putting professions to the test 
that ever was heard of in the world. Here ,* 
are the Bank Company restrained; lhey.*ny 
are restrained from paying their protnissr ^ast- 
notes in the current coin of the king<b.*ered a 
there is, which seems very hard, a / ■ 
pTTCvent them from paying in gol/^ 
would seem to have been so eage 
that it was absolutelv necessar - -r . ■ j=r-je 

lm» to hold in their hands. 
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have, say the Bullion Commilfcee, endured in the labours of the Committee, has, as 
this thirteen long years, which we saw in Letter XVII, ptiblbhed a - 

is long enough \n all conscience, and pamphlet upon the subject, has not only 
therefore we will remove this reslrmnt ; \vc avoided to say it \vas that wV.s the 
will permit you to pay in gc)ld. Thij kind cmise of the Act, hut wo\dd seem to wit h 
proposition, however, instead of ealhng 
forth expressions oi‘ joy and gratitude, 
throws the advocates of Ihc Bank Com- 
pany into the utmost amsurmttion and dis- 
may , and they ahijsc the ]hil!ion(’ommiuec 
as men who have aimed a blow at the very 
vitals of public credit. Alas ! vihat, then, 
the Bank Company were not so uneasy as 
we thought under this restrtnnt? They did 
not onnpluin and moan, in secret, as we give this turn to thtMhing, it might, perhaps, 
supposed ilu'y did at being nsiramed from be suflicient to tell you, that he himself has 
paying their pioinissory notes ? Nay, by been steadily on tie* sidi; of ihe minister 
all I hat IS wonderful, it would seem tliat at ihe tiiMc when the first Act was passed, 
they like to he restrained ? in 1797, and also at every renewal of that 

Act. This might sulVice in explanation of 
To return from this digression, into this part ofMr. llrsiKissoN’sconduct ; but, 
which I unis drawn by this strange perver- I must not omit this opportunity of intfo- 
sity of taste m the Bank Company, let us diicing this genihmian to yon irt form, 
now. afitr having refiashed our memories He is om* of tlie men, whom you help to 
as l<» the piogiess which led to the passing pay ; and, it is possible, th;it you w'ill liavc 
of die Cash Stopping, or Bulk Restriction to pay him as long as he lives. Therefore, 
Act, .see by what means, and upon what you have a perfect right to know u;//o and 
grounds, it Inis been continued in force fioin what he is ; what lie has done, and what 
tlie ,‘lrd of May, 1797, to tins day ; and, he is likely. /o do, for the people of England, 
heie, Oentlemen, yon will find the most 

curious ami nio.si valuable part of this ^Ir. William Huskisson, the author of 
most curiou| and most valuable Jiistory. the pamphlet mentioned in my last, owes 

w'hat he has got not to any family con- 
One of the objects which w’e ought to ncc^ion, but solely, to his own personal 
have in view, is, to ascertain, and not only exertions, having, in his early days 
to ascertain, but to put safely upon record, Jticen, according to some, an Apothecary, 
so that they may be turned to at any mo- and, according to others, a Danker, flc 
ment, ihe of as many as possible of dW not* wa.sto the precious days of his 

those, who had a hand, who really aided youth alt schools and colleges, learii- 
and alietted, the mcLHUie of what is called ing Latin and laismess. Like you and 1, 
the Bank Restriction, that is to say, the Ccnllciiicn, he" owes nothing to’peda- 
Act to bear the Bank C’ornpany” harmless gognes or to pedigree and though he 
in refusing payment of its promissory does no! belon*' to that class of men w'hom 
notes. The Bullion Committee has tie- Paixe calls the AVdes yet, were 

scribed the consc«:iuences i.f that, measure ; Nature to give titles, she would C( itainly 
they have plainly to»d ns what mischiefs duhb Mr. Hu&kis.son dL Knigfit. Thi.s gen- 
have ari.scn from it; they have tcild us lit man was in Franco at tlie breaking 
how very injmibusly it has operated to- out of the Anti Jvcouin w'ar ; that is to 
wards cret// ors of all descVipti'ojM, but they say, the war which begun in 17911, and 
have been wholly silent as to the parties which, as wo have seen, pvtijlked su/di' 
by wUom the fatal measure was pron} itcd clTecls upon the bank-note sy^Aom. He 
and brought about, as well as to the par- appears, from a French pamplilet w hich I 
J'ies by whom it was opposed ; and, they have in my posses-tioii, to have been a 
^ ve also been quite silent as to the grounds, very ardent friend of the French revolution, 
which the Act authorizing the refu- at the out-set, artel, a speech of his, deliver- 
? ‘ ' cash has. From time to time, been cd in a club at Paris, upon/?/rt(/s and lythcs, 

*"ll f ^ ' from May 3rd, 1797, to the pro- it would do your hearts good to hear. 
Y* • j Nay, Mu. Hlskisson, one ol From Paris, however, A/r. Iluskisson re- 

Fnabf d . > Bullion Committee, turned to En-laml in 1793, having com® 

ijiUgiana; at share he took away upon the recall of oxir ambassador, 

2 K 2 


his readers to believe, that who 

caused that Act fo he passed could h.,vii 
had i;o idea of il.s being coniinued so U.ng, 
and, the inference he leaves to be drawn 
is, that. Tnosu Puhsons have not been the 
cause o/itfch continuance. ^ 

To explain .satisfactorily the probable 
reason why Alii. Hi lkis.son endeavours to 
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Lord Gower, now Marquis of Staflbrd^ to 
whom, it said, he had been useful at 
Paris, and who is said, in return, to have 
jceomniended him to the notice of those 
tw'o worths^ associates iff power, and neveV- 
to-be-forgotton rninisters,Pi i t arid Dl'ndas. 

They found him wr/?./; and, though his 
nUt-set was low, ho Ibini'I himself, at the 
end ot lcss tlr.iu sovfii > curs, an [//nkr iie- 
creiari/ o/Stuicin the Colonial Department, 
and "a 3IciuLcr of ParUfwtent. In the 
v.’iolor oi tb'OI, when Pitt and Dunoas 
IV; ;it out of idlicc, ]Mr. lli skisson follow- ! prcdicanietit, when he took up his pen 
ed them, hut not without taking care to ! upon such a subject; for, we have seen* 
a look beliiiid iiini ; and, by the ad- j that he was in oQice ; we have seen that 


for the purpose of explaining some part^: 
and defending other parts of the famoua 
and immortal Keport of that Committee. 

But as perfection is not to be expected’ 
in any thing human, this Report omits to 
say any thing about the grounds of the 
continuance, or duration of the Cash-Slop^ 
jn?ig, or Bank-7T5/m*//«^ Act; and Mr. 
IIcnkissox seems to think it incumbent 
upon him to say some little matter upon 
that subject. He put himself in a ticklish 


\ .ce r>r Mr. ^Vjidinotox, the successor of 
IMr. PiTV, our author h:ul conferred on 
him a PKNsioN, lor life, to b<j paid out of 
the tAXes vais-.il ni the people", to the 
um .'unt of 1,'200 a year ; and, aftcrw'ords, 
a penMon, to be p.'id iVom the same source, 
settle;! upon liis wife, Mir.. IiiazA 
Lmha” to tluj amoeat of tHo 

pounds a year Ibr her life, to commence 
at her hc>d>a:id*r death. Wlj-it a nioo 
com fori. iIjIo \;ay tins Gent'cinui, to 
ninhe provision tbv onc'^-’nifo ai\d family ! 
Ivir. iiM.d>.issoii's p,nj>i.>ri was lobe ruspctul- 
t'd whenever he slioukl be in possession of 
an ofiio: f‘f the annual vaincof 2,(;00 aycar, 
or upw:;id.>, and, when he c|niUed such of- 
fice, he was a^rtin to receive the pension. 
So that he made a year for 

life, and of C 1 5; pounds a year for the life, of 


he was in the receipt of the public-rndney 
from the year. 171^3 to the time vihen he 
became a member of the Bullion tJom- 
mittce ; we have seen, that, from IBOt to 
] the end nearly of KSOO (with the exception 
of about fifteen mouths) lie was a Secretary 
of ihe 'fiea-sury, and, it is perfectly, note • 
rions, t'lnt he was wiiat was called the Mi- 
ui.5tfir Pitt’s right-hand man ; that h« 
had, ill fact, the chief actual mw.nngem»nf. 
of the pecuniary affairs of th(’ Lxihcqucr 
and Treasury; that he was w closely in- 
timate with Mr. PijT, that he was one <>l 
the few persons with him when he died ; 
and that he was one of the witnesses of his 
will and one of his creditors, 

A person thus situated ought to have 
bad some knowledge of the financial affairs 


his wife, if she should out-live him. Ihls s of the kingdom. A person thus situated 
showed not only a vow proviilrnt but a j ought to have known pretty well the na- 
\ cry aJfcciiGnaic d\\po-vf But, our au-* j ture and tendency of a measure like the 
thor did not atop Ikut: ; for he obtained 1 Cash-Slopping, oi Bank-restricting Act. 
Agentship of the Maud of Ciyioji, .'ickiiow- ! A perion, to whom tiie people of ILiigland 
lodged by b’.msclf to be w orth 700 pound i j pay A/JOO pounds a year while he^is in 
a year, and this ho sciil btdd along with j oClce, and l,Q00a year when he is out of 
the oflfice of fivci Kt.uy of tiie Trea;aiy ; oflicc. A person, to whom, at the very 
which he in ISOv, and wfiich, rti j least, we are to pay, out of the taxes. 


pounds a year srd iry, ho held, with an in- 
terval of about ri months, bill about 
October, LS0L)i ‘So tha^ vrhilo ki q/?ice he 
goii ‘i‘,700 pound.3 a yevr ; and while out 
of office, 1 ,()00 pouutls a \ ear, I pounds 
of winch he has with a provision 

of 615 pounds a year for the life of his 
wife, if she vbould outlive him. 

Such, Gentlemen, is the history of llie 
public life of the author of the pamphlet, 
of which I am about to speak. He is now 
one of tlie Menibcn of Parlianient for 
Ifaiwitk; lie was one »,f the raembers of 
the BULLION CO iVI IV] ITT hi:, and his 
pamphlet, the title of which was mention- 
ed in my last letter, bus been published 


i/200 pounds a year for his life, with a 
contingent 015 pounds a year for the life 
of his wife. Such a person. Gentlemen, 
ought to have a mind capable of extend^ 
ing its inquiries and conclusions beyond 
the present moment ; and, in a c^e like 
that of the Stopping or Restricting Ac£, 
to be able to foresee the consequences tha^ 
will result. In short, the man, be he who 
be may, that receives from the peop]^ 
such pay, ought, if his department he that 
of ihe Treasury, to be ashamed to plead 
ignorance as to any principle or point con-* 
nected with the subject before us. 

. Yet, what does Ma. Huskisson say ab 
to ihe duration of the Stoppage, or Bestrk- 
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tion. Act?' He i» in a dilemma* To pass 
over the matter in silence will not do, be- 
cause he is compelled to speak of the in- 
juries arising from the loiig duration of the 
Act; and, to censure the passing of the 
Act will not do, because it is so well' 
known that he was iii office when it was 
first passed, and also when it was twice or 
three times renewed. In this difficulty, 
he has recourse to a plea, which he does 
not appear to conceive makes against him- 
self. He wishes his reader to gather from 
what is said, t/ta£ those 0 i 1 u> were ilte cause of 
the Act originally never could dream of its 
being continued in for so long. He says, 
that the Act was, when first passed, “ con* 
sidered and proposed, as an expedient 
that should be of short duration, the 
^ course of the proceedings of parliament 
abundantly indicates; but, if, in the 
year i7Q7, it had been foreseen^ that this 
temporary expedient, would be at- 
“ tempted to be converted into a system 
‘‘ for an indefinite number of years, and that, 
under this system, in the year 1810, 
every creditor, public or private, sub- 
' jeet or alien, to whom the law, as it then 
“ stood, and as it now stands*, had secured 
the payment of a pound weight of stand- 
*'*ard gold for every I W.- of his 

just demand, would be obliged to accept, 
in full satisfaction, about JOj ounces, or 
** not more ^han seventeen shillings in the 
** pound; with a prospect of a stiil further 
reduction in every subsequent year;— it is 
** impossible to conceive that the attention 
and feelings of Parliament would not have 
" been alive to all the individual injustice, 
and ultimate public calamities, incident 
** to such a state of things; and that they 
'' would not ttave provided for the termination 
** qf the restriction, before it should have 
wrought so much mischief, and laid the 
** foundation of so much confusion in all 
** Uie dealings and transactions of the com- 
•• munity/* 

Here arc two questions : that of the 
duration of the Act, and that of depreciation 
of the hank notes. The latter will form the 
subject of a subsequent Letter. As to the 
former, Mr. Huskisson would evidently 
have us believe, the continuation of the Act 
for any length of time was not foreseen, 
either by him, or by any body else. His- 
tory, Truth, Justice; justice to the liv- 
ing' and the dead ; but especially to the 
dead, demand the proof of the contrary ; 
demand that you. Gentlemen, and that the 
whole of the people of England should 
^iiow, that if Pitt and his colleagues; 


that, if those to whom wc have paid so 
many many thousand^ and Ittindredsi ot 
pounds, in salurihs, p^nsioim, allowances, 
and fees; that, ii did not foicsee the 
consequences of the Act of Muy 1797, * 
there were others, who did foresee those 
consef|iie!iCL*s, though, unfortunately for 
the country, ,the parliament were denf to 
their predictions, and still supported Mr. 
Pitt and his system. 

It is now more than thirteen years 
since this act was passed, since (his deed / 
was done; since the blow, under which 
credit is now staggering, was Ftruck; bur, 
it is not only necessary to justice towards 
individuals but* to public safety to shevV, 
xvhoh wtt^ that did that deed, and who it 
was that had endeavoured to present th« 
measures which produced it and foretold 
its fatal consequences. It is now thu 
practice of the Pitt school, when they 
speak of the Stoppage, or Restriction, Act, 
to speak of it as of a thing thsii nobody could 
help; as men speak of a Hood, or thunder- 
storm, or any other calamity, in the caus- 
ing or the preyenCing of \vhich it is well 
known that mankind can have nothing to 
do. Rut, we must not, Gentlemen, sutler 
them thus to get olf. They have had the 
sway ill the country for the last twenty 
sijt years, fifteen months excepted. 'J hey 
have followed their own plans. They 
hav«>' conslanlly insisted that theirs were 
the wisest plans. They have made peo- 
ple feel that it was full as safe to leave 
their plans unatlacked. We/1. We have 
ncsiv the Yesiilt before us. Pitt and his 
admirtMS and adherents have posscst-ed the 
places and the poivers of the slate for 
itventy six years; and we now sec what arc 
the consequences. Those who like the 
consequences; tivose who think the pre- 
sent state of tlnngs a gOod one, will, of 
course, be thankful that we have had such 
men in power; but, those, who, like Mr. 
Huskisson, are able to discover ^ome 
grounds for apprehension, must excub^ 
me, if I point out those to whom we owe 
the danger; or, if, in the words of the old 
maxim, "I clap the saddle upon the right 
” horse,” 

This task must, however, be reserved 
for my next; and, in the mean while, I 
remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 

\Vm. Corrktt.. 
State J\ison, Nctvgoie, Monday, 

November '20, 1310. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

King s Illness.--- — The following are 
the . UtjporU ot the Doctors, (Reynolds, 
Halford, Baillie, Het>erden, and Willis,) 
published in the newspapers, since those 
last inserted by me, at page y7o, which 
brought the ac count of the malady down 
to the I9Lh instant ijj the morning. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 19, 
hnlf-past Light o'clock, p. m. 

Ills Majesty's fever has rather increased 
in the course of this day.* 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 20. 

His Majesty has bad some sleep in the 
night, and lias rather less fever this morn- 
ing. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 20jj Evening. 

The King's fever is not increased in the 
course ot the day. His IMajchty has had 
Fome sleep in the evening. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 2 ! . 

TIis Majesty conlimies much the same 
as he was yesterday. 

Wnidsnr C,»sfh-, Nov. 21, 
half past j*] gh( o’c!<kIv, p. jM. 

His Majc.sty continues as he W'a.s in the 
morning. 

Wind.sor Castle, Nov. 22. 

Ilj.s Majesty's dj.Mirder ( oiuinues witli 
little vanaliou since yesterday. 

Wmd.s<jr Castle, Nov. 22, 

' hail-yiast Eight, p. M 

No change has been oti.scrved in his 
Majesty's complaint since the morning. 

Wind.'.or Castle, Nov. 25. 

Ills Mijcsty ha.s had a little incre ase of 
fever .thi.s morning, after a bud night. 

Windsor Ca.stle, Nov. 2.3, 
half- past Eight, p. ?.i. 

His Majtf.sty's fever has continued undi- 
fninisUed tUrougiioui the day. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 21*. 

Ilis Majesty has passdd this night al- 
most without sleep, Uui his fever is not in- 
creased this inoriiing, 

. Windsor Castle, Nov. 2L, Eiaht, p, m. 

His M.ijesty has been in asound^leep 
for lb ^ laM six hours. 


* U« •ue^day. the 20ih, ihe follovMng 

appeared m ij»J Morning Post "To 

the aiiove tavonrah/e reports, exhibiti-d 
^^yesterd.ty at ,St. d itne»'s, we aie rcjtucd 
to he able t*> add the following, which 
was privately ciiculatul I 0,1 night." 

\V ifidsor Ca tic, Mond ly evening. 
Ills Majesty is still improving. 

. ^ St };ne(l fis usual,) 

lilts was a sheer /abrkauon. 


Windsor Castle, Nov. 25. 

Ilis Majesty has passed a ijuiet night, 
with .some more sleep, and is better this 
morning. 

Windsor Castle, Eight 
o'clock, p. M. Nov. 25. 

His Majesty i.s not quite so well this 
evening as he W'as in the morning. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 26. 

Ilis Majesty has had very little sleep 
in the night, "but is not w'orse this moni- 
iiig. 

From these reports, it would .seem that 

the unhappy patient isin the same, or nearly 
the same lamentable state that he has been 
in from the beginning of his attack ; and, 
it this be the case, there cannot I should 
suppose, be any doniit that a Regency 
will be .appointed without deloy; for, even 
it the King were to discover symptoms of 
recoveiy, and were, in the course of a 
nioiiih or iwi>, to become well enough to 
eonverse, or walk and rule our, it is not to 
he .suppo^fd^ ilmt he would be tjuiie. able, 
or, indeed, ili it lie would like, to atrend 
to the tiniKiiction tf business so soon, though 
the Moniin^j l*ost, who bus acluilly /«- 
bricated a bulletin, made him attend to 
huHnr;yS uboot a week airo. Not only would 
he have ail the otdinary dunes of his high 
sianon to attend to, but also the accumu- 
lation of business arising fiom tlie suspen- 
sion of bis faculties; which, if pres.sed 
upon him, would, in all probability, delay 
or prevent a complete recovery, if it did 
not drive him buck into the depths of his 
most afdi Cling malady. fcJo that, accord- 
ing to pre.senc appearances, there can be 
no ground whatever oH’ered for putting olV 
the Prince'.s taking upon hirnself the ex- 
ercise of the Royal luni tioiis, under the 
title ol Regent, until the King shall be in 
a stare to resume the exerci.se of those 

functiuns^him.self The doctrine of Mr. 

Pitt and his adherents, in I7S8, that the 
tw'o Houses of Parliament liad a riglu to 
choose whom they pleased for Urgent, does not 
seem to be opcniy held, at this lime, by 
any body; but, il one may judge from 
certain articles in the Morning PovSt and 
other such papers, it would appear, that 
there are some writers, who wish to feel 
die public puhie as to a Imitation qf the kingly 
flowers, it nece.ssity should place them in 
die hdiid.s of His Royal Highness, the 
1 Vi lice — ^Now', for my part, I cannot, 
lor the life „f me, perceive, upon what 
ground suc h liuiitation could be proposed, 
nor can I form an idea of the argument, 
by which any man, who is not ready to 
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deny the right of heirship in the Prince, 
•could attempt to support such alimitatiqn, 
unless in the case of a complete abdica- 
tion, or, iioni whatever oau«e, a resump- 
tion of the sovereignly by the |)cople. 

If, indeed, it be allowed, that the two 
Houses' of Parliament, who have been 
assembled under the authority of the 
King, whose functions are now suspended ; 
if it be allowed, that they, without any 
authority but that which they alreatly 
possess, h.wc a right to choose vjhomsoever 
they please to supply 1m place while his in- 
capacity continues ; if it be allowed, that 
they have a right to do this, without call- 
ing any Convention, or without any legal 
addition to their present powers ; if tliis 
be allowed, then, there will not be any 
dispute of their right to make what limita- 
iions they please of the powers to be ex- 
4jrcised by such person ; for, those who 
can do the one may very well do the 
other. And, not only may they limit the 
mnnber of powers, but also the extent of 
each separate power ; and not only may 
they limit the powers ihcmsolves, but 
also tbeir duration, and may make a Re- 
gent lor a month or a week at a time ; and, 
in shoit, they may ?nnke him and un- 
make him whenever they please. Hut, 
if they have no such right of election; 
if they cajinot put whom they pli.*ase 
into the place of the King during his 
malady ; if the Prince is not chosen to 
supply his Royal Father's place, but takes 
it as a matter course in virtue of his 
rii'he as Heir Apparent ; if this be the 
case, there cannot, it appears to me, be 
the shadow of a right in the two Houses 
of Parliament to impose on him any re- 
strictions or limitations', or to exact from 
him any conditions whatever. For, what 
would that be but to withhold from him 
a part of the kingly powers; to refuse him 
apart of Ins inheritance ; to sufltir him to 
exercise only a part of those prerogatives, 
and to enjoy only a part of the things held 
to be necessary to the support of the 
kingly oflicc and dignity, and to the de- 
fence of the people as well as of the 
throne? Upon the question of ri^Jit, 
therefore, it seems to me, that the right of 
election atid of Imitation must stand or must 
fall together: those who are ready to main- 
tain the former, may consistently maintain 
the Utcer, but, it is, 1 think, as clear as 
day-light, that nobody else can.— -—Upon 
the score of expediency how is a proposi- 
tion ol limitations to be supported ? Is it 
tiesired to shew the people, to convince 
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them by experience, that some of the 
powers given to the King and exercised 
by him, or some ol the means possessed 
by him, are not necessary to the due exe- 
cution of his high olhcc, uml that the 
kingdom can be governed full a* well, if 
not better, w i,thf)Ut liis having such powers 
and possessions ; and, of course, tlvit it 
would bo wise and just and constitutional to 
take such powers and possessions from him ? 
If any man desires to convince the people 
of this, that man may consistently propose 
to impose limitulions of the powers of the 
Heir Aj)pareiit ; but, no other man can, 
upon the ground of expediency, for one 
moment, support such a proposition. If 
fur, instance, the project of 17^8 had been 
carried into elfect, and the Prince had 
executed the kingly oHke for three years, 
without the power of makint* peei's, and the 
all'airs of the kingdom had been well and 
prosperously conducted during that lime; 
would il. not have been manifest to the 
whole nation ; wouKI not the fact have 
!>eoii prored, that the fiower of making 
peers was not iirccssmy to the kingly of- 
liee ; that it was not necessary to the siqj- 
port of the throne or to the tran(juilliiy 
and safety and honour of the nation ? 
And, alter such 7;roo/i what reason would 
there have* been lor giving tlie Prince 
such power at tlie end of the three 'years, 
or, indeed, at any other time, even when 
he ^liouM, in the course of nature, have 

become king ? Again, if the alF.nrs of 

ihc kingdom had been well conducted for 
several years (for there was no limit to 
tUb time^, without the P<ince having the 
power to make a grant ol* any office or pen- 
sion or place, except for the Kini^* s pleasure, 
that is to say, except during the pleasure of 
those who mi^ht become Vie King*s advisers at 
a future day ; if, with such a restriction, the 
allairs of the crown and the kingdom had 
been prosperously conducted for .several 
years, would not the universal conclusion 
have been, that the absolute powder of making 
such grants was an unnecessary appendage 
to the kingly olbcc, and that such grants, 
if made at all, should be subject to the re- 
vision and controul of persons not subject 
to the will of him by whom those grants 
w^ere made ?■ — —There is no limitation iUut 
can be proposed, to which the same course 
of reasoning will not apply ; and, I think, 
that we shall see no man, except, perhaps, 
the venal writers of the Morning Post, the 
Courier, and the Sun, who will attempt to 
deny, that, in whatever degree the kingly 
power had been, or could be, wisely 
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limited m the hands of the Heir Apparent^ 
it might have be<^n wisely limited in the 
t handset' the same person wficn he became 
King: for, we avea^ays to bear in mind> 
that, when the proposition was made, the 
Prince was twenty six years of age ; and 
was, 1 think, something older than the Mi- 
nistCTj who made the proposition, and who 
evidently intended to be at the head 6f 
that Coutu'il, who were to exercise some of 
the powers withheld from the Prince, and 
in all likelihood, to revise and controul hts 
grants, ifi indeed, under such circom- 
stances, he could have been expected to 
make any even to his most meritorious ser> 

▼ants ! There can, then. I think, be no 

doubt whatever, that iimitatio^is, of any 
soil, any in any degree, must rend, and 
that, too, in a most direct and forcible 
manui-r, to unhinge the notions of the 
}>eo[>le as to the |>owers appendant upon 
the kingly oflice, which powers they look 
upon as being pnsse'^sed and exercised for 
their good A vvi II as for the support of the 
thn^iui, and which as it is in the nature of 
man lo love p(»uer above all other things 
they w'oiild iiatur.Jly be disposed to with- 
hold, or lo see exist with a grudging eye, 
if once persuaded that the possession of 
them by the King was of no us« to them- 
selves. And, if this be undeniable upon 
general principles what was there in the 
particular case to w^arrant such an attempt 
to sever the powers, or any part of bhem, 
from the office, to which, by the constitu- 
tion, they had been attached ? The Prntc*- 
was, in the first place, the undouhte<l Heir 
to the crown and the kingly offic^'. Tlv^re 
were no doubts as to bis right of inherit- 
ance ; and, t.f course, there could be none 
as to his interest in supporting the dignity 
of >the crown, tll^ rights of his Royal 
father and of his people. In the next 
place, he was of full age. He was arrived 
at that time of life, when the mind is 
formed and settled. Then, as to his past 
life, it had not been spent within the walls 
of a monastery or within the purlieus of a 
court. He had lived in the world; and, 
if he had partaketi|^ as it was natural he 
tthould, of the follies of youth, he had had 
his ample share of all those inestimable ad- 
vantages to be th rived from the society of 
men of genius, of integrity, of enlarged 
underslandingsand of liberal views. Added 
to which Tvas his own well-knowm cha- 
flatter for disinterestedness, generosity, 
far all the amiable and manly virtues, 
which was more than all the rest, iiis con- 
apicuDus attachment to all the great prin- 


c\^\e&o( public liberty, dearly evinced in the 
public conduct of those who had always 
been most in his confidence.”-Such was 
the personage, from whose^hands it was pro- 
posed towithhold.asfrom an insecure depo- 
sitory, some of lire most material of the 
powers constitiHionaliy belonging to the 
kingly office ; such was the personage, 
rather than confide the W'hule of the 
kingly powers to whose exercise, it seems 
to have been resolved ' to run the risk of 
proving these powers /o be unnecessary ; and, 
indeed, for the sake of withtiolding those 
powers from him, it seems to have been 
resolved to produce this dilemma : eithef 
to prove that those powers were un- 
necessarily possessed by the cr&ivn, or to 
cause the Prince to fail in conducting 
aftUirs with advantage to the nation, and, 
of course, to become a>i object of public die- 
Izkr. Tins being my view of the ques- 

tion as it stood iiieniy two years ago, it is 
hardly necessary for me to trouble the 
reader with any addilioiial reasons, appli- 
cable to the pnstne CdAe; for though there 
ccitainly are circuin5>tances, and those 
VC r}/" - material ones, that might have 
wdglit with prisons, if any such there 
«lill be, who contend for the right of the 
two Houses of Parliament lo impose limit- 
utions such as I have been speaking of, or 
any limitations of any soil or degree, those 
cifcumsuncos can have no weight at all 
with me, who hold that the imposing of 
such limiidti.ms„ in any case, directly tend 
lo the subversion of the tin one, and are, 
of course, violently hostile to the consti- 
tution of England, and, I will add, to all 
the notions and the wishes of the people 
of the whole kingdom, who, if there be a 
necessity for the Prince lo take the exer- 
cise of the Royal Authority upon him, de- 
sire to see him do it unshackled, unre- 
strained, and at perfect freedom to follow 
the bent of bis own mind, with no other 
limitations than those prescribed by the set- 
tled and well-known laws qf the realm, 

IMy objection goes to the whole, and to 
every part, of the limitations, proposed in 
1788, even lo that of withholding from the 
Prince the care qf the King*s person ; and, 
if I could select any point to which my 
objections were more strong th&n to an^ 
other, it would be to this. ' For, was it for 
one moment to be said, that it was neces- 
sary (and nothing but manifest and inevit- 
able necessity co\x\d. make it fitting) to with* 
libld fVom the Prince the care and prolec* 
lion of me person, and that person hi'a own 
Royal Father, while it was proposed, by 
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the same instrament, to give him the rule 
fifteen millions of people? In the mak- 
ing of this proposition, it is hard to say to 
whom the greatest indignity was offered ; 
to the Prince, or to the People; but, I 
trust, and, indeed, 1 believe, that there is 

now no danger of its being repeated. 

The title to the crown is hereditary^ and 
what is the crown without the hmgly 
powers? If this be a case which requires 
that the kingly powers should, for a while, 
go into the hands of the Heir of his Ma- 
jesty, they ought clearly, in point of right, 
all to go together. To divide them, or to 
contract them, in whatever manner or de- 
gree ; no matter how it be done ; no mat- 
ter under what name ; no matter to how 
great or Uiw little extent; the conse- 
quence must, I am persuaded, still be the 
same, namely, an unsettling of the notions 
of the people as- to the necessity of such 
powers ever existing at all, or the produc- 
ing of cabals, intrigues, and new corrup- 
tions, which must lead either to feebleness 
and contempt, or to an uncoitain and ca- 
pric'ious exercise of power, and to all (he 
calamities, which, from such a source, 
have seldom failed to arise.— And, are 
these the times, wherein to try such experi- 
ments? Are these ihe times, wherein to 
attempt to do any thing that shall have a 
tendency to teach the people, that any 
part of the settfed powers of the kingly of- 
hce are not necessary to the due exercise 
of that other for the publ.c good ? Lot any 
man look at the situation to which we ate 
come, /Whether as to rmr foreign or our 
domestic affairs. Let him look at the 
('oniinent, to the north or the south or in 
the centre; let him look at the state of 
our commerce and our money; let him 
look at the plans and preparations of the 
enemy; let him look at Ireland. In short, 
Jet him look where Iw will ; and then let 
him say, if this be a time for doing any 
thing like that which was proposed in 
1788, or any thing that shall tend to re- 
duce the Prince to the necessity of resort- 
ing to an influence, calculated to produce 
public disgust.~The dangers to our 
country are very great and very pressing 
They are such as I liclieve never menaced 
any nation before. We have seen other na- 
tions menaced by the same enemy, and 
finally subduedr But, simple subjugation is 
the smallest part of what we might reason- 
ably expect. Does it not behove us, then, 
to' exert all our powers, both of mind and 
body, to avoid such a fate ? 1, for my 

parC bave no doubt at all, and I never 


bad, for one single moment, of our .being 
able to resist all ihe powej of the whole 
continent, if it were to be embodied and 
brought apinst us, provided only, that 
we are united. But, to produce that de- 
sirable, that, I could almost call it blessed 
union, there must be CONCILIATION ; 
there must be something done to banish 
those asperities, which now divide and 
enfeeble us ; which now keep one part of 
us, in mind, at least, pitted in. unnatural 
conflict against the other, when every 
mental faculty ought to be* exerted for 
our mutual preservation.— — Conciliation, 
to be sincere and ehectuaJ, must b^gin on 
the side of power. Beginning on the 
other side, it is not conciliation, but dis- 
guise, reser^tment smothered, vengeance 
waiting for its opportunity. How many 
many proofs of this have we witnessed 
since the commencement of the Piench 
revolution ! When the mind yields to mere 
force, so far is it from conciliation, that 
the very act adds a million fold to the 
thirst for revenge on the side of the 
yielding party ; an observation, which is 
indeed very trite, but which seems to 
have escaped every government that has 
fallen, in appearance, btf rr the arms of 
France, but which, in fact, has fallen from 

other and ^ cry di Hi rent t ausos. I'his 

conciliation, so much to be wished for in 
England, would certainly not be retarded 
by th( kingly power being placed in 
the hands of the Prince, who, if we may 
judge from the past ; if we may judge 
from the conduct of his wiiole life, would 
adlicse to a^unscls ilisrmgui.Hhed by mild- 
ness, nioo'tuaiion, and iiheialiiy ; to coun- 
sels tovvanL which the people would look 
with ccnfidcncc, and which they woul^ 
repay, as they have always been ready 
to »lo, kiii(lnc^.scs received by kindnesses 
and attachment a Thousand fold. By ad- 
hering to hiicli counsels (and there is no 
good reason to fear that he would not) 
he would bind us ur t only to himself and 
his family^ but, which is not ofless im- 
portance even to him and to them, he 
Would bind us lo one another like the 
sticks ill the fable ; and then we might 
safely set at defi mce all the powers of 
Napoleon, even if he succeed in sulMluing 
the whole of the continent, and in turning 
the whole of its resources against us.— — 
This being my sincere belief, I cannot, I 
must confi-.*is, see any thing in the possi- 
bility of the Prince’s bemg Kegent, or eveti 
King, to make md partake at all, no, not in 
the smallest degree, in that despondency. 
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which, from the eternal whine in some of 
our news-papers, would seem to have taken 
entire possession of the hearts of those 
who write in them. Not a man of them 
aurpas&es me in sorrow for the most afflict- 
ing malady of his Majesty, and sorrow ex- 
cited by the bare calatniry itself is greatly 
aggravated by a redectiun as to many of 
the peculiarly agonizing circumstances ; 
but, this sorrow is not to bereave me of my 
reason ; it is not to bereave me of all 
thought, and all care lor my country ; nor 
is it to blind me to that ground of hopc^ 
aod of confidcncf, which I see in the Heir 
Apparent; and, it is by no means incom- 
patible with nty notions of loyalty, to be- 
lieve most fn inly, and to express my belief, 
that ihe/w// pvmcrs of the kingly offlee will 
be as safely lodged in the hands of the 
King’s son, when the proper time shall 
come for hivS supplying his place, as they 
have been in the hands of his Majesty hini- 
selt. 1 am, therefore, 1 will acknow- 

ledge, (juiie indignant at hearing the cofn- 
MCfidauons ot' Ilia Royal Highness confined 
to his fmbcnraace, 'J’o hear many of our 
public writers, one would really think, 
that thev wi>he(l to inculcate the notion, 
tha' the Prince ought not to meddle with 
public atlaiis; that he ought not to show 
the smallest disposition to mterftre, and, 
indeed, that he ought to have not even a 
ivtsfi about the mailer. But, do they con- 
sider, that there is a little something due 
from him to the people? It would really 
seem that they do ijot. He, howeve/, in 
Ids AiiKweiMo the Propositions of l78vS, Ims 
shown I hat he is not only ir»vare uf that 
duly, but that he is also well acquainted 
with iu nature and its extent ; and, though 
it is quite proper in him not to discover or 
to feel any indecorous huite, he will, there 
can be no doubt, not, on the other hand, 
, discover any want of attention to what is 
due either to himself or to the nation. 

\V”. COB13E1T. 

* State Prison, Newiiaie, Tuesday, 

Novemher *21 , 1810 . 


PulSONliRS OF WAR. 

The following three Articles relate to 
the Exchange of Prisoners of War, be- 
tween England and France, the treaty 

for which has been broken off. The 

riR'T is The Project of our government; 
the SECOND, are the Remarks of the Mo- 
niteur upon some observations in our 
prints upon the return of Mr. Mackenzie; 
and the third b the Answer of one of our 


Ministerial Papers, the Courier, to the 
Remarks of the Moniteur. 

PROJECT. 

Article I. All British, all Spaniards, 
Portuguese, Sicilians, Hanoverians, i.nd 
others, subjects of or in the service of 
Great Britain, or of the Powers in alli- 
ance with Great Britain, who are now 
prisoners of war in Franco, Italy, Naples, 
Holland, or any otlipr country in alliance 
with ordepenJant on France, shall be re- 
leased without exception. — Art. II. All 
French, Italians, and other persons, sub- 
jects of or in the service of France, &c. 
Italy, all Dutch 'and Ncapolitan.s, and all 
others subjects of or in the service of the 
Powers allied to France, who are nw 
prisoners of war in (ircat Britain, Spain, 
Sicily, Portugal, Brazils, or any other 
country in alliance with Great Britain, or 
occupied by British Troops, shall be re- 
leased without exception. — Art. HI. It 
i.s understood that in pursuance of the two 
preceding Articles, all (irisoners of war 
belonging to (rreat Britain and her Allies, 
and to France and her Allies respectively, 
made on or before the signature of the 
present Convention, shall be released in 
the manner hereinafter to be arranged 
with regard to each Country respectively. 
— Art IV. The execution of the above 
Articles shall take place in the manner 
following: — § I. All Bnti.-h pri.soners of 
every rank and quality detained in France, 
and Italy, and in the depeiideiicies of France 
and Italy, shall be released ; the exchange 
to commence immediately after the .signa- 
ture of this Convention, by sending to 
Deal or Portsmouth, or such other port of 
England in the Channel, as may be agreed 
upon, or by delivering up to the British 
Coinmi>saries appointed to receive thePi, 
1,000 British prisoners, for 1,000 French, 
to be released by the British Government, 
in the manner hereinafter provided. — 
§ 2. All French prisoners of every rank 
and quality now detained in Great Britain, 
or in the British pos.sessions, shall be re- 
leased. The exchange shall commence 
immediately after the signature of this 
C(»nventioii, and shall be made by sending 
successively to Morlaix, or such other 
French port in the Channel as may be 
a-^reed upon, or by delivering np to the 
French Commissaries appointed to receive 
them, 1,000 French tor 1,000 English 
prisoners, as soon and in propoition as 
the French Government shall release the 
latter.-— § 3. These successive and mutual 



1045] NOVEMBER 128, 1810 

deliveries shall continue until all British 
prisoners in France, Iraly and their de- 
pendencies shall have been liberated. — 
§ 4. Great Britain also to release, 

over and above the numbers exchanged 
against British prisoners delivered in con- 
se(|uence of the above arrangemenr, 3.000 
French prisoners in balance for 3,000 
HANOVERIANS being the utmost num- 
ber of those included in CoutU IValmoden* s 
capitulutiont who are, or may be, or may 
have been ucttiully in the service of Great 
Britain ; this number of 3 000 being over 
and above the number of 1,905. who are 
also to be uncondiiionally released, on ac- 
count of the garrison of St. Domingo, as 
heretofore agreed upon. — § 5. The nu- 
merical value at which individuals of su- 
perior ranks and qualities shall he rated, 
in oid{.*r to make Uji the numbers of I,00 (j 
to be thus exchanged, shall be computed 
with regard to the persons in the land and 
sea servii e, ai cording to llie scale of the 
convention of 179S ; and with regard to 
persons detained in France in I.SO'i, ac- 
cording to the scale following, viz: — 
The Bari of Beverley to be exchanged 
for a (ienernl Olltcer of the highest rank 
of the prisoners now iii England -—Peers 
Boris and Privy Couii'-ellors equal to the 
rank of Colonels or Post (>aptains. Ba- 
ronets and Knights equal to the rank 
of Field Ollicers ami Commanders.— 
Gentlemen holding no distinc tion of rank, 
ecpial to the rank of Captains in the 
army, and Lieutcnuits of ships of war. 
— Tradesmen (petite bourgeoisc) Ser- 
vants, Sec. and all others detained, equal to 
the^ rank of Private Soldiers and Sailors. 
Recourse, however, shall be had to this 
principle of making up numbers by aliix- 
ing a numerical value to rank, only in the 
extent of the failur** of individuals who 
might be exchanged rank Ibr rank against 
one another. — § ti. WJien all the Ihitish 
prisoners detained in France, Italy, and 
their dependencies, shall have been ex- 
changed against equal numbers (to be as- 
certained and latcd on the principle esta- 
blished in the preceding section of this 
article) of French prisoners detained i 
England and its possessions, the balance 
of French prisoners which may remain in 
the hands of Great Britain shall be wHh- 
oul delay released and sent to France, in 
exchange for an equal number of Spanish 
prisoners of war, which are to be sent to 
such ports or places in Spain as shall be 
agreed upon, in the manner following 
^ 7. The French prisoners composing the 
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said balance shall be sent into France by 
successive deliveries of i,oy(); and as soon 
and lasuch proportion as they are .so re- 
leased, France shall send to Spam a corres- 
ponding number of Spanish prisoners out 
of the numbers remaining in her himds. 
Great Britain engages to send over the 
hist 1,000, and when information shall 
have been received of an equal number of 
Spaniards having been delivered upon that 
account at the ports or places in Spain 
agreed upon, 1,000 more will be sent to 
France, and so on till thb whole are releas- 
ed. — § 8. In the mean time, and while 
the above exchange is going on between 
(ireat Britain and France, on the above 
accounts respectively, all French pri- 
soners of war in >pain, and its depen- 
dencies, and all Spanish pri'^ontMsof war 
111 France or Spain, or in the coiinivies de- 
pendant upon France, shall be released 
mutually by an evcliangc to bo made 
either between the Spanish and French 
(Jeiicrals, or by sending by sea to Toulon 
or Koch fort, or such other French ports as 
may be agreed upon, the French detained 
ill Spain. — § 9. 'iho release of the Spa- 
niard.s, prisoners of war in France, shall be 
t'ffecied by sending either successively to 
Cadiz, Valencia, or such other Spanish 
pprt as may he agreed upon, I,(X)0 or 
500 Spaniards, for 1,000 or 500 French, 
us soon and in proportion as the latter 
shall released. It is to be uudersiood, 
that by the words prisoners of war, as re- 
ferring to the Spaniards and French re-spec- 
tively, none are intended to be included 
exco|)t su<?h as have been actually taken 
in amis on either side. — § iO. The.se suc- 
cessive and mutual deliveries shall con- 
tinue until all the French prisoners of war 
in Spain, and all Spanish pri.soners of war 
ill France, shall be released. — § II. The 
numerical value It which iiidiv iduals of 
superior ranks and qualities shall be rated, 
in order to make up the number of 1,000 
or 500, to be thus e.xchaiiged between 
Spain and France, shall be com[nited ac- 
cording to the scale of the Conveniion of 
1798, as referred to in § 5tii, or upon such 
other principle as may be hereafter agreed 
upon between the Sp.aiiish and French 
Governments. — § 12. When these several 
and respective exchanges shall have taken 
place, whatever surplus may be remaining 
in the hands of the belligerents, of priso- 
ners of war made, or before the signature 
of the present Convention, shall be imme- 
diately released (but on parole ndt toserve, 
until regularly exchanged,) and sent back 
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to that coimtr}^ to ^hich it may belong* in 
the manner and under the same regulation 
of transport by which the mutual ex- 
changes were conducted ; so tharfafter the 
execution •of this Coovention, no prisoners 
of war shall remain in the hands of Great 
Britain, Spain, France, or in those of their 
Allies, dependencies, or possessions.-^ 13. 
AH Portuguese or Sicilian prisoners of war 
tn France, or in the countries allied to or 
dependant on France, and all prisoners be- 
longing to France and the countries allied 
to her ill the hands of Portuguese and 
Sicilians, shall be mutually released in a 
similar manner, and on the same terms as 
have been before established with regard 
to the French and Spaniard.^, with such 
alterations only as the particular circum- 
stances and situations of those countries 
may require. — Article V. The priority 
and order of thc release.of the several pei- 
sons to be exchanged under this Conven- 
tion, shall be regulated according to the 
priority and order of their respective cap- 
ture and detentions; excf'pt that no more 
than one fourth part of any number of 
British to be released at one time shall 
consist of persons detained in France in 
1 803. — Article VI. The British and French 
Governments undertake to communicate 
to their respective allies the terms of this 
convention, and to use their influence to 
engage them to accede thereto. — Article 
Vli. A British Commissary and a french 
Commissary shall be appointcMl to reside, 
the first at Paris, the latter at London, to 
superintend the details and execution of 
this Convention. — Article VIlUAsep^'iratc 
convention .shall be as soon as possible 
entered into bctw'ccn Great Britain and 
France, to regulate the exchange of pri- 
soners of war who may be hereafter made 
on either side, with a view of alleviating 
•s far as may be practk^ible, the evils and 
misfortunes attendant on a state of warfare. 


Remarks 

Fiom the Momteur of the y(Mh of Nooember, 
upon the annexed passage in u London 
piqtet* of the (yih of November, 

** A Messenger was sent on the 4th inst. 
“ to Morlaix, with dispatches for Mr* 
Mackenzie. Nothing that humanity 
** can suggest will be omitted, by our Go- 
veriiment to procure the release of our 
countrymen who have been so long and 
so cruelly detained in prison.” 
Monite'ur. — if you are desirous that 
your countrymen should be released, there 


is but one way, that i»> to be Jtise^ and ex- 
change the French against the English, 
Portuguese, and Spaniti^rdti, mem for man, 
and rank for rank* This is the sine qua non 
of every cartel of exchange, now or here- 
after.— When a negociation for peace' is 
proposed to you, you say, that you cannot 
enter into it, except the Spanish insurgents 
are .admitted as a party. V/hen a cartel 
of exchange is in question, you will not al- 
low those men to be included in it who were 
taken in the ranks of your armies. Whaf ! 
the soldiers of the Spanish army of Galicia, 
who tvei'C taken in covering ilte retreat qf 
General Moore, arc not to be exchanged 
for the French who were taken in tha 
.<^ame or other actions } What ! the soldiers 
of the army of Cucsta, who at the battle 
ofTalavera farmed the right of the English 
army, and ttiken at the passage of the 
Tagus i when thc^ formed ilte rcar^ guard of 
the plngluh 017/0/; those men iixken for your 
safety f who saci diced themselves for Geiie» 
r.il Wellington, and enabled him to secure 
his rcireat, are to be excluded from the ex- 
change, and not considered as the English 
ibemsclves. ^V/hat ! the Spaniards taken 
before Cladiz, engaged in sorties with your 
troops, you will not exchange them. What! 
the gai risen of Ciudad Rodrigo, that of 
Almeida, which you shut up tn these for» 
tresses, on a promise of coming to their relief, 
who covered your army, who sacrificed them- 
selves for it, you disown them. It is impos- 
sible. An army is an army. Since these 
men fought by your, side, were ar.mtd 
with your arms, paid with your money, 
and clothed by you, they should be in- 
cluded in the exchange of prisoners, what- 
ever their country might be. — 'I'lirough- 
out (he whole course of the negociation, 
the English Cabinet had perpetual re- 
course to subterfuge.-? ; the result of which 
was, that they would' not admit the ex- 
change, man for man, and rank for rank, 
and consider the French, English, Ger» 
mans, Portuguese, Spaniards, upon a foot- 
ing of equality, and composing two bel- 
ligerent masses. Mr. Mackenzie, after 
having twice applied for his pa.?sports, 
with an interval of a month between each 
application, has at length left Morlaix.— 4^ r 
Besides, he was sent over by the English 
Government rather in the character of a 
spy than a negociator. It was impossible 
for a person to conduct himself worse than 
he did. He abused the liberty which ha 
had of making excursions in the country 
tp the distance of eight or ten leagues ; he 
had his correspondents ; he pretended to 
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be above the police of the province^ and 
gave way to all the impertinencies of a 
3'oung man, without experience or mode- 
ration. — Mr. Mackenaie was employed in 
the Cattaro business, at the close of the 
v/ar of I805. He was afterwards one of 
the agents in the horrible affair of Copen- 
hagen. He is, in short, a man of the 
same kidney with the Drakes, tiic Wick- 
hams, and the Jacksons. When the Eng- 
lish really wish to negociate, they know 
xvhat kind of men they should employ. 
When they wished to make peace at 
Amiens, they sent over Lord Cornwallis, 
whose character aloncphewcd the sincerity 
of their disposition. 

“ England abounds as mucli as any 
joun<ry in ilie world in men, respectable 
on account of their inhumation, and the 
cxcellc.nce of tluiir characters, it also 
abounds in hideous chaiacters, in poli- 
tical Eigaro.^, in brokers of intrigue, spies 
imd incendiaries. When it wishers to 
negociate sincerely v.’ith Franco, it will 
be manifested in the choice of the nr-go- 
riaton Whatever kind of treaty England 
may be dc'sirous of entc*r;iig into with 
France, should be fonndod on jusiice, good 
sense and candour. Ir is possible to de- 
ceive, sern.' ignorant Nabobs in the East 
Indies, but an erdighttned (Joverniaent is 
not to be impesed upon.'' 


Answer 

To the abore the English Minisia ial print 
tht CouiiiEK, of the 2'Uh of Ndv:mber. 
The failure of the Ncgociation for a 
Cartel has at length been noticed, and, as 
telling the truth w'ould have shewn that 
Buonaparte never entertained any serious 
intention of concluding a carte), recourse 
is had to the most barefaced falshoods'— * 
“ If you are desirous," says the Moniteur, 
" that your country men should be re- 
leased, there is but ope way, that is, to 
be just, and exchange the French 
against the English, Portuguese and 
Spaniards, man for man, and rank for 
** rank." This critei^i^n and proof of the 
siitcerity of our desire to efS&ci au ex* 
change of prisoners we assert, and the 
correspondence, when laid before Parlia* 
inent. wilt prove it, our Government did 
afford. We did offer to exchange manfifr 
man, rank for rank, including pUpners of 
the Allied PowervS oh both sides ; but this 
offer was refused. We have 50,000 
French prisoners in this country — France 
hut only 12,000 British. We. required 


thatj in the first instance, the 12,000 
British should be exchanged for 12,6M 
French ; the surplus 3::.,ooo French in our 
hands we agreed to exchange for that num- 
ber of Portuguese and Spaniards, our 
allies, in the hands of France.— 7 T 0 this ar- 
rangement France would not consent. 
She insisted, that for every .3,000 French 
we sent, the number returned by her should 
contain two foreigners for one English- 
man. To such a proposition, so contrary 
to all the principles and usages on which 
exchanges have been heretofore conducted, 
and so revolting to our national* feeling 
and honour, by the delay it would occa'* 
Sion to the release of our own country- 
mdn, our Oovernmeut would not accede. 
— We feci vijth regard to our allies, the 
utmost coydudit^ and e^ctm, and we highly 
approve the cliJi* of our Government 
apply to the volief of their prisoner^ the 
.surplus of French that might remain in 
our hands oficr the liberation of all the 
British should have boen eilectcd ; but 
\/e must say that iliis country never could 
have tolerated so monstrous and so mor- 
tifying an arrangeipent as that Frenchmen 
made prisoners by British valour, and at 
the expcnce of British blood and treasur^i 
should be set at liiicrty in c^fchangejfor 
foreigners, while our own soldiers and 
sailors still lingered in captivity. After 
ihia plain unvarnished statement, what be- 
comes of all those fine sentimental ex- 
clamations of the Moniteur ? — Had the 
Frcivch government been actuated by those 
feelings of htunanity, which are made 
such ssparadb of in the Moniteur, 50,QCIQ 
Frenchmen would ere this have been rOi* 
stored to their country and their homes. 
— After abusing the British Goveenmeht, 
the Moniteur inveighs against Mr^ Mac- 
kenzie, who will probably consider its in- 
vectives as the grelteat compliment that 
could have been paid him. — To do one's 
duW virtuously and with abili^, is quite 
sufficient to ensure the hatred of Buona- 
parte, and the abuse of the Moniteur. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

PQKV\jQKL.^Vispat<diesfrom Lori Visc<mn$ 
Talavera ; and from Marshal Beretfari 
and CpL TVant, up to the date qf 3rd Noa^ 
\9\0.^Pvbtished by the Government in, 
Engfand, an the 12/5 Nan. in An JSXo 
TR40RDINARY Undon Gazette. 

Marshal Bere^ord to Lord Viscouni Tabs^ 
vera, dated Fort Sobral, nth Oct. JiSiO. 

( Concluded f romp. 102^0 
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Brigadier- 

General MiUei*had collected of stragglers 
and pillagers Ifeft in the rear oftlm French 
army, abfliul 350, -and more were conti- 
nually bringing In. Colonel Wilson, with 
an advance guard of about 200 cavalry, 
and four battalions of Militia, was to be 
at Condeixa on the 1 0th and lllh.— Ihe 
whole of these prisoners have been sent 
ofl to Oporto. 1 have, &;c. 

rrom the Same to the Same, dated Cazal 
Cochin, lOt/t Oct, IS 10. 

My Lord — I have the honour to annex, 
for your Lordship's information, a letter 
wdiich I have received from Brigadier- 
General Blunt, Governor of Peniche, in- 
forinhig of the loss occasioned<o the enemy 
by some small parties sent out from his 
garrison, and of the good conduct of those 
troops of the line and militia employed 
on those occasions. 

Brig,- (Jen, Blunt to Murahal Beresford, 
dated Peniche, 1 0th Oct. 1810. 

Sir; You will be pleased to represent 
to his Excellency Marshal Beresford, that 
a few days since 1 sent out a party consist- 
ing of one Serjeant and 1 8 privates of the 
Tondella Militia (Volunteers) with the 
view of intercepting couriers, or any other 
service by which they might annoy the 
enemy • they returned yesterday, bring- 
ing with them two cavalry horses equipped, 
some swords, pistols, caps, 8ic. — The ser- 
jeaiit reports having fallen in with thirty 
horsemen, at the moment disniourued, at- 
tacking them and killing five ; life rest 
made their escape. Tlie horses flew in 
ditVereiit directions, so that only two could 
be »ecured. One militiaman w'as killed 
and two wounded. You will also be 
pleased to report to |iis Elxcelleiicy, that 
in consequence of information received 
from the couinry people that hetweeii two 
and three hundred marauders were de- 
stroying the habitations and committing 
dreadful outrages on the few peasants that 
fell into their hands, about five league.-» 
and a half from this, 1 detached ilu- Major 
de Praca Fenwick with one hundred and 
fifty recruits and militia yesterday even- 
ing to disperse, nr bring them in, in which 
he has socceeded, killing a few men * and 
making 28 prisoners, with the loss of only 
52 men. Major Fenwick speaks in tin* 
warmest terms of the ardour of the recruits 
and militia, witfi the officers who com- 

♦ FIVE KILLED, FOUR WOUNDED. 


manded thorn ; but what, under circum- 
stances. he has considered equally worthy 
of admiration, was to see resentments 
stifled, and the soldiers, alive only to the 
feelings of humanity, anxious to spare the 
enemy they had subdued. Vou will also 
be pleased to report the arrival of twelve 
deserterJ?, who with the prisoners shall be 
sent to Lisbon the first favourable occa- 
sion. I hope his Excellency will not dis- 
approve my having periniited the party 
of militia to dispose of the horses. 

Marshal Bereiford to Lord Vise. Talavera, 

dated Cazal Cochin, 20th Oct. I S 1 0. 

My Lord ; Since w’riting to your J..ord- 
ship the information I have received from 
Bripadier-GenerM Miller relative to the 
re-occupation of Coimbra, I h ive received 
from Colonel 'frant a more detailed state- 
ment of the circumstances, and which I 
have the honour of annexing a copy of for 
your Lordship’s information. The pri- 
soners, by ('olonel Trant’s statement, ap- 
pear to have been more numerous than 
by the first accounts we were led to con- 
sider them ; three or four hundred after- 
wards collected by Brigadier-General Mil- 
ler, dispersed in plundering parlies in. the 
i neighbourhood of Coimbra, will have to 
be added to what Colonel Trant captured. 

I The circumstance and rnpde of the re-oc- 
cupation ofC’oiinbra is an additional proof 
of the activity and prudent enterprise w ith 
which Col. Trant. has fulfilled the object 
of the instructions' given to him, and 
which I have no doubt your Lordship will 
appreciate. 

Col. Trant to Marshal Beresfend, dated Co- 
imbra, Ith Oct, 1810. 

Sir ; I have much pleasure in acquaint- 
ing your Excellency with m\^ having suc- 
cessfully attacked the town of Coimbra 
ibis day, w^ilh the loss of only a few men 
killed and wounded.— In my letter of the 
bth, I had the honour to inform you, that 
it was riiy intention to proceed to Meal* 
hada in the course of the day, with an ex- 
pectation of forming a junction with the 
corps umler the command of Brigadier- 
(Jeneral Miller and Colonel VVilson, and 
combining an attack on this city, but on 
my arrival there, 1 learned that those two 
corps were delayed from want of supplies 
in the very exhausted districts extending 
iinmcdiaiely North of Busaco, and that 
ihc cavalry attached to them could not 
move forward in consequence of the fa- 
tigue it had experienced in its forOm- 
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marches.— 1 had now no other aUernative 
in order to prevent any measure of defence 
taking place at Coitn'‘*ra, from whence I 
was only three short leagues distant^ than 
to proceed on with my own division, while 
yet a strong probability existed of my ar- 
rival at Mealhada not being made known. 
—I therefore marched at mid-day, having 
a squadron of cavalry in my front, under 
the command of that gallant 3’oung olliccr 
Lieut. Dutcl, whose name 1 have already 
had occasion to submit to your Excel- 
lency’s notice, supported b> 'JOO light 
troops ; the column of infantry was headed 
by the Coimbra regiment as the post of 
liunour. Ill my plan of attack it was in- 
ended to enler at two points at one time, 
one division by the high road from 
Oporto, the other to branch oil' from the 
column, on having passed Eornos, and by 
ascending the heights to the eastward of 
the town, enter by the Arco Santa Anna, 
passing through Loretto ; but this arrange- 
ment was to take place only in the event 
of my finding the enemy on his guard. — 
At a short disUiice from Eornos, towards 
Mealhada, I fell in with a detachment of 
the enemy to the right of that village ; it 
commenced firing, but having pushed on 
the cavalr}' to Eornos, I succeeded in 
' cutting it otr from all communication 
with Coimbra, and it surrendered, after 
losing some men ; and 1 met no other 
post of the enemy. 1 directed the ca- 
valry to gallop through the principal 
streets, cross tlic bridge of the Moudego, 
and by penetrating into the Lisbon road, 
to intercept any information sent to the 
main army. This was ellectcd with the 
utmost spirit b}*’ Lieutenant Dutel, with 
the loss of only one dragoon killed. I 
dispatched divisions of infantry into the 
principal parts of the town ; an uncon- 
nected resistance took place during an 
hour, ill which vve had only two men 
killed; Colonel Serpa, of the Peiiafiel, 
and about twentj'-five men wounded of 
* that corps. Colonel Serpa commanded 
the first brigade ; and his spirited con- 
» duct has intitled him to your Excellency’s 
approhation. On the Santa Clara side of 
the Montlcgo, where a great proportion of 
the enemy s force was stationed in the 
/ Cmivent, some irregular firing was kept 
up upon the cavalry in crossing the 
bridge ; but the French Commanding 
OlTict-r, immediately after Lieutenant 
Dmei had crossed, proposed capitnlatins;. 
I pr oceeded to the Convent, and would 
‘ aUow no terms but discretion! On my 


promise of exerting my protection against 
the insults of llie pcasaiitty, the troops 
laid down their arms and marched out.— 
I have reason to helihve ilie mmiber of 
prisoners exceeds 5 , 000 , of whom nearly 
4,000 are marched ofl‘ tow ards Oporto, in- 
eluding an entire company of the Em- 
peror’s Marine Guards ; 5,500 firelocks 

were found, and almost the whole loaded ; 
from whence you may lorm an idea oft he 
number in a stale for defensive service ; 
those arms I have distributed amongst the 
Ordenanza of the country ; 1 found no ar- 
tillery. We got po.ssession of a quantity 
of oxen and sheep, which were collected 
for the subsistence of the enemy’s troops, 
and have proved a seasonable supply to 
our own. Among the prisoners are, I 
shouhl suppose, SO officers. Tlui Com- 
inissairc Ordiiiateur en Chief, M. I'landin, 
who represented a Governor, will remain 
sick at Coimbra. — From the nature of at- 
tack, your Excellency will easily conceive 
how difficult it w'as to control the soliliers, 
or to prevent the armed peasantry froiu 
plundering. I'hose latter. I am sorry to 
say, committed acts of violence ; but, 1 
believe, not more than six or eight French-* 
men wx*re the victims of their resentment. 
I shall here observe, that nothing can ex- 
ceed the state of wretchedness in which I 
found the city ; the enemy, not content 
with sacking it to the very utmost extent, 
and stripping the few housekeepers who 
remained of even their personal clothing, 
had w'<mtonly set fire to some lifiuses, and 
had heaped into the streets, in one general 
mass of xlisorder, all the furniture, which 
they could not take with the army ; it 
cannot be expected, therefore, that sol- 
diers, of whom about 800 w^erc relatives 
of the town and its neighbourhood, ac^ 
conipaiiied by their ^wretched reldtives, 
c»)ijld patiently witness a scene of devasta- 
tion in which their property had been thus 
unjustifiably and irretrievably destroyed- 
I request your Excellency, however, to be 
persuaded that every possible exertion has 
been made to give protection to the French 
who have fallen into our hands ; and, after 
.he first moments, 1 succeeded in securing 
them from insult. — As Brigadier- General 
Miller and Colonel Wilson’s corps will 
arrive here to-morrow, 1 propose to leave 
one of my brigades behind, and to march, 
with the remainder of my division, as an 
escort to Oporto ; for such is the animosity 
of the people of this country, excited by 
the late passage of the French army, that 
I consider my presence absolutely neces* 
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aary, parllcu^nrly in the intenncdiaLte dis- 
trict buuveen* Mcndcgo and Vouga, — 1 
shall conclude this report by assuring 3 'our 
£xcellen<;y* that tjie spirit of the militia 
upon Uiis occasion was such as would do 
credit to any troops of the line, and I have 
observed no hidividual exception ; 1 do 
not, therefore, compliment any particular 
Officer. 

Lard VUc. Talavera to Lord Liverpool, dated 
27 Oct, 1810. 

I enclose two letters frotn^arshal Be- 
resford, with reporlt from Brigadier-ge- 
neral Blunt, of successes against the 
enemy's detaciimcnts, by panics detached 
from the garrison of Peniche. The former 
was mentioned to your Lordship in my 
dispatch of the 20 ih inst. 

Marshal hereiford to Marshal General 
Lord Vise. Talavera, dated Cazal Cochin, 
20 Oct. 1810. 

My Lord.— 1 have the honour to annex 
the extract of. a letter 1 have this instant 
received from Brigadier-general Biunr, by 
which your Lordship will sec lie continues 
to pick up the marauders and stragglers 
from the enemy. 

Extract of a Lettet' from Brigadier- General 
Blmt, to' Lieutenant Colontl Arbuthnot, 
dated Peniche, Oct. ID. 

You will be ple.i'^ed to report to his 
EKcellency Marshal Beresford/ that in 
consequence of information, 1 detached a 
party on the 17 ih under the command of 
Major Tavares, tb fail in with the enemy's | 
foragers, but unfortunately the enchiy had | 
retired. Major Pinto was detached yes- , 
terday far the same purpose to a 'distance 
of five leagues. He succeeded in taking 
23 prisoners, two of the enemy were killed, 
and one of the recrui^ts. It is gseat grati- 1 
^cation to see the alacrity with tVhicli 
they offer themselves on every occasion. 

Marshal General Lord Vise. Talavei'a to 
Lord Liverpool, dated Pero Ne^ro, 27 
Oct. 1810 . 

The enemy still occupy the .same posi* 
twns in front of this army which they 
held when I addressed you on the 80th 
instaut. Th^v have detached some troops 
towards ISautarem. and on the 2.3d General 
Loison marched towards that place, with 
the division under his command ; and it 
appears from accounts from the Com- 
manding Officer at Abrantes, of the 24th, 
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that a body of the enemy 's infantry and 
cavalry entered Thomar on that day. 
The reports which 1 have received from 
the prisoners and deserters which have 
lieen brought in, concur in the s^ccounls 
of the distress felt by ihe enemy for the 
want of provisions of all descriptions. 
They state that they are collecting and 
preparing materials tp construct a bridge 
over the Tagus; but although vve have a 
gooil view of that river from ditlerent 
parts of the ground occupied by the 
army, and have officers and others em- 
ployed on the left of the Tagus to observe, 
the motions of the enemy, 1 have not 
been able to discover either where this 
woik is carrying on, or w here the bridge 
is to be placed on .the river, if it should 
be constructed. The tiiemy appears to 
be very anxious to collect boats ; and on 
the 2Uh endeavoured to drive a party of 
the Ovdenanz.i from (’hainusca, by the 
lire of artiljci y, in order to obtain pos- 
se-ssion of sonio which wcie under that 
place. Colonel Wilson had been at 
r.cyria, with the cavalry attached to Ge- 
neral Biircvllar's division, and had pro- 
ceeded to Ourcin. The advance of the 
infantry was at Pombal. On tire ‘•ide of 
Obid js and Rainalhal, the Biitish cavalry, 
and a battalion of Spanish light infaurry, 
and the troops of tlie garrison of Pc-niche, 
confine the cnoiny'.? defaciunents ; and 
they really pos.sess no part of the country, 
excepting that on which tiicir armv 
stands. By the lajt account f.»»iii Ge- 
neral Silveii a of the 17 th in.'iant, it ap- 
c,9rslhat all was in the north ; and 
e had not received any accopuis <if the 
maichof troops in Cabtiic, The parties 
of (luerillas hod been more d.iring than 
usual : and they h.id united in the neigh- 
bourhood of Valladolid, raih^ in the 
month of Ociober, 10 the amount of L<500, 
ir. order to carry oft a convoy of money 
which had been raised in contributions 
from the country ; in which attempt, 
how'ever, they fulled. According to the 
accounts of the 2l.,t from Estreniadura, it 
appears that Marshal Moriier's corps was 
still at Seville ; and General Ballasleros 
was observing it from Aracena. The 
second division of the Marquis de la 
Loinana’s corp^, under General Carrera, 
ar.i\o(j at Lisbon on the 2.5ih, and will 
bo with the army this day. My last 
accounts from Cadiz arc of the 4th in- 
stant. (To be continued.) 
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** In the year 1788, when the former suspension 6f the functions of tlie Crown took place, we were 
at peace, non we were at war. Fiance was then weak, now it enjoyed an overwhelming 
Then our national debt was under 300 millions, now it exceeded 800 millions ; at that time we had 
“ prdfltabla commercial alliances, now our commerce was excluded from every part of F.oroi>e j then 
we had simeikrng besides ^per cunenq^f now we had nothiaz else, and 07/r paper :vas greatlj drprecinlc K 
Every thing was then quiet at home, and we had nothing to apprehend from abroad ; now how ditle- 
rent the picture in every respect. Yet now, that House was told, that after a month of anaichy, 
“ they were to go on a fortnight longer in tlie same tract,” — Sih Francis Bordeit. — Hcbatc, 
fl9th Nov. 1810. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Prisoners OF War.-it- This subject is 
one of very deep interest to the country ; 
and, though I .shall not here be able to 
enter into it so fully as 1 could wish, 1 
cannot refrain from endeavouring to oiler 
to my readers something bearing a little 
more the resemblance of political informa- 
tion than what was contained in my last 
Kumher, in an extract from the Coubier. 

At page 104-4* I inserted the l^qject, 

or set of Prepositions, which has been 
published in the ministerial papers, as 
having been offered to the Government of 
France by a Mr. Mackenzie, who, it ap- 
pears, has been, for some time past, in 
France, on the part of our Government, 
for the purpose of making a Convention 
for the Exchange of all the Prisoners, 
possessed on both sides. These propo- 

sitions have, it seems, been rejected by the 
Emperor of France ; and, the question 
for us to discuss, is, whetlier the Prt^osiiions 
were such as our interest or our honour co?n- 

tnanded us to insist upon. Hut there are 

certain facts belonging to this subject, 
that may, perhaps, never have been clear- 
ly understood by the people in general ; 
and, if understood at the time, may very 
well have been forgotten, in the course of 
seven years and a half of a war that has 
produced an event for every month, that 
has driven four sovereigns from their 
thrones and their dominions, that has re- 
duced as many more to be mere vassals 
of France, and that has put nearly all the 
ports and all the shipping and all the sea- 
men of the Continent of Europe into the 
hands of that enemy, from whom to retain 
Malta and deliver Holland, we renewed 
hostilities. In the course of such a war 
the people, who have liad to labour for 
the means of carrying it on, may very 
well have forgotten all the circum^iances 


attending its commencement ; and, there- 
fore, I shall here, as briefly and as clearly 
as I can, state the facts, which first came 
ihto notice* relative to prisoners of war. 
— — T he moment that Napoleon (who 
was, in May, 1803, when the war began, 
on our part. First Consul) found, that 
.some of the ships of France had been cap- 
tured, and their crews made prisoners, by 
our cniizers, without a declaration qf war 
previously made, he issued an order, which 
was rigorously r n forced, for detaining In 
France all those subjects of the King, who, 
from whatever cau.se, or for whatever jjur- 
pose, happened to be there at the lime. 
The grounds ailed ged by France for do- 
ing this were ; that England had acted 
contrary to the .settled rule.s for the con- 
duct gf nations, in making such captures 
without a declaration ot war; that, ui 
seizing peaceable traders upon the ii^attr, 
on which she happened to possess the 
pov^cr of. so doing, she justified the con- 
duct of France in seizing British subjects 
equally peaceable, who happened to be 
upon the land, where France had the power 
of seizure ; that justice towards the captives 
made by the English called for this mea- 
sure, and that, the persons thus seized on 
ill France (who were called the Detained) 
.should be considered as prisoners of war, 
and should not be released, except in ex- 
change for persons raptured by the Eng- 
lish.— -—Amongst the Detained were many 
noblemen ; many women of noble fami- 
lies ; many gentlemen of great estates ; 
and, li’om the words of the above-fuen- 
tioDi d Propositions, it appears, that there 
are Mill amongst the Detained an Earl, 
l eeis IScats, Pi ivy Counsellors, Baronets, 
Knights, Gentlemen, Tradesmen, and &r- 
vnnis. But, at the out-set, our govern- 

ment protested against the proposal to mak^ 
any exchange of French prisoners of war 
against tlicse persons. We contended, that 
12 L 
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a ffjinif*! previous declaration of war was 
n(,} necessary lo iniiko the captures coni- 
jjiaincil of legal in the eye of the law of 
nations; that such previous declarations 
had been Ibr a longtime j^ast, held to be 
unnecessary in order to constitute a slate 
of war and to justify its usual operations ; 
that the Ihitish subjects detained in France 
had been so detained in open contempt of 
tlie rights of all civilized nations ; and 
that we would not, therefore, release them 
by an exchange for real prisoners of war, 
inaile by us from F'rance or her allies. 
^ — Now, however, it would seem, that 
this ground is given up, or, at least, that 
we liave consented to exchange real pri- 
soners of war for l/ui Detained ; though, at 
the time when the subject was first dis> 
cussed (in I 80 :i, Vol. IV ot Register), 
every one seemed to be of opinion, that 
whatever prisoners of war we might make 
ought to be kept and applied so/e/y to the 
purpose of obtaining the release of such 
of our own countrymen, who should be 
made prisoners of war in actually scrvitig 
ai;ui/ist the enemy ^ and that not a man of 
those, who, to use the words of the Courier, 
should have been captured at the cost of 
** the blood of our sailors and soldiers, and 
the treaiure of the nation/' shouhl be 
given up to purchase the freedom of those, 
who had been seized in the enjoyment of 
their pleasures in France, in the act of 
spending their incomes in Franc and, 
indeed, in the act of showing that tliey 
preferred a residence in France to a resi- 
dence in England. Now, however, it 

appears to have been proposed to aban- 
don this principle ; and, not only to ex- 
change real prisoners of war for the De- 
tained, but t(» make distinctiems as to the 
rank of the Detained; to consider them, in 
this case, not only as prisoners of war, but 
as prisoners of war soriie of whom have 
higher claims than the common soldier or 
sailor, taken in actual combat with the 
enemy ; for we now see, that an Earl was 
to be taken in exchange for the French 
General Officer of highest rank now in En^^*- 
laiul ; ^hat Peers Sons and I^t izy Connsellors 
were to be taken in exchange for French 
Cdloneh Post Captains; that Baronets 
and Knights were to be taken in exchange 
for French Field OJficcis and Cormnanders; 
that Cilentlemen were to be taken in ex- 
change for French Captains qf the army and 
Lieutenants qf the Naiy ; and that Trades- 
men, Servants and all others detained, were 
to be taken in exchange for Private Sol- 
diers and <ya>/or^, ~- - A s to the justice or 


injustice of this part of the Propositions, 
that is a (question which 1 shall, for tin* 
piescnt, leave untouched ; nor shall I 
ollci* any remarks as to the difference be- 
tween this part of the Propositions and 
our protests and declarations ot 1803; 
because, these arc matters, which belong 
wholly lo ourselves, and have no connec-i 
tion whatever with the points lately in dis- 
pute, and upon which points the iiegocia- 
tion for a general exchange appears to 
have been broken off. Neither will 1, at 
present, go into any inquiry as to the 
proposal for giving up 3,000 French Pri- 
soners of war, " made,** to use the words 
of the Couiiitii, (see page 1050) " by 
“ British valour, and at the expence of 
British blood and treasure/* for 3,000 
Hanoverians, who, it would appear from 
the Propositions, were included in the Ca- 
pitulation made with the French in Han- 
over, and who are, or may have been, in 

our service since that time, These arc 

points for future discussion. At present i 
wish to see how the question stands between 
England and France; and, with this view, 
we must consider all the above descrip- 
tions of persons as being so many Engliih 
prisoners of war in the hands of France, 
and that all were to be included in a Con- 
vention for a general exchange and re- 
lease.— We must further remark, that, 
besides soldiers and sailofs actually sub- 
jects of France, we have, in bur prison?, 
captured in war, many soldiers ami sailors 
belonging to the Allies of France ; such 
as Dutch, Neapolitans, and others. These 
were, as appears from the Propositions, aP 
to be exchanged against the subjects of 
England and her allies now held as pri- 
soners of war in F'rance and in the terri- 
tories of her allies. Now w’c come tu 

the point in dispute, and upon which, it 
would seem, the iiegociation was broken 
off.—* — Our Ncgociator (sec page 1015) 
proposed, that all the BRITISH prisoneis 
in France and her dependencies should 
FIRST be exchanged against F’rench 
prisoners in England and her dependen- 
cies; and that AFTER THAT, the French 
prisoners, wlio might still remain unex- 
changed in the hands of England, should 
be exchanged for an equal number of 
SPANISH prisoners. — There will be 
seen, in the Propositions, other minor sti- 
pulations, but what I have here stated is 
the main one ; it is that upon which the 
whole of the dispute turned, and upon the 
disagreement as to which the negociatioii 
broke off. Let us now, then, hear 
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what is saiil on each sitle, and leave tlie 
decision to reason and justice and honour. 

The Emperor Napoicon rejects the 

proposition, because it diserminutes be- 
tween liritish prisoners of war and the 
prisonets of war made from the a//zW of 
Britain. lie says (or, at least, the Muiii- 
teur says for him) what we have seen at 
page 104*7 ; that the only vray for us to 
have an exchange of prisoners, is, to con- 
sent to an exchange of French against 
‘English, Poriugticse and Spa7uards, man for 
man, and rank for rank; that^ when u ne- 
gociation for peace is proposed, we say 
our allies the Spaniards must be admitted 
as a party, but that, when an exc hange of 
prisoners is to be settled, we will not allow 
the Spaniards to be incl,U(led, though taken 
in the ranks of our armies; that the Spa- 
niards, who weie taken in covcring'the 
retreat of General Moore, in covering 
the retreat of Lord Wellington’s army 
at the passage of the Tagus, in enabling 
him to secure his retreat, in sallies with 
our troops at Cadiz, in covering our army 
during this campaign by suffering them- 
selves to be shut up in the fortresses of 
Rodrigo and Almeida without receiving 
from iis our promised relief, that all those 
people arc now dismvned by us ; that an 
army an army, and that since these 
people fought by our side, were armed 
with our arpis, paid with our money, 
and clothed by us, they should be in- 
cluded in the exchange prisoners, to 

^vliatcver couiilry they may belong. 

In anstver to this, the Coukier, ministerial 
news-paper, of the 21-th instant (see 
page 1 0 i 0,) says, that Buonaparte^ in order 
to disguise the iact that he never enter- 
tained any serious intention of concluding 
a cartel, has had recourse to the most bare- 
faced falsehoods. Not having leisure, ap- 
parently, to point out the particular pi oofs 
of the^e falsehoods, this writer proceeds to 
slate, that our government was perfectly 
sincere in the desire of ejecting an ex- 
change of prisoners, which the corres- 
pondence, when laid before parliament, 
Avill prove ; that we did offer to exchange 
7nan for 7nun and rank for rank, including 
prisoners of the allied powers on both sides, 
and that this oiler was REFUSED; that we 
have 60,000 French prisoners in the cc jn- 
try [he includes those of the allies of 
France 1 suppose,] and that France has 
only 12,000 British; that we icquired 
that, in the first instance, the 12,000 British 
should be exchanged for 12,000 French, 
and that (fter that, w'c would give up the 


remainder of ihe French prisoners for an 
equal nuinber^ of Purtugtirse and »Spa- 
niards ; that hrauce v^oeld not cons( 3 nt to 
this, but insisted that for every .‘J piisoners 
which we gave up, we dtouy n-c.ive in 
return one Biitish subject, and ttvo Mibjects 
of our allies. After having ansivtrrct Na- 
poleon thus far, the niinihlcrial uiiicr 
proceeds thus: ** We feel with rcganl to 
'' our allies, the utmost cm diality and esteem, 
*• and we highly approve of tlie oiler of our 
" Government to apply to the relief of 
“ their prisoners the surplus of French 
that might remain in our hand.** after the 
" liberation of all the British should have 
" been etlected ; but wc must spy that this 
" country never could have tolerated so 
monstrous and so mortifying an arrangc- 
'' ment asvthat Frenchmen made prisoners 
** by British valour, and at the expenco of 
** British blood and treasure, should be 
set at liberty in exchange for FC)- 
** REIGNEUS, while our own Soldiers and 
“ Sailors still lingered in captivity. Alter 
" this plain unraniishcd .statement, what 
" becomes of all those fine sentimental e\- 

clamations of the Moniteur ? Had 

" the French government been actuated 
by those feelings of humanity, which 
** are made such a parade of in the Moni*** 
** teur, 50,000 Frenchmen would ere this 
" have been restored to their country and 

their homes.” Here, then, are iho 

reasons on both sides. It is for the reader 
to judge who has the best of the argument ; 
but, it is but fair to observe, on the side of 
the ministerial writer, that he has in re- 
serve certain proofs to be laid before partia- 
mdht; ami, when these appear, we shall, 
doubtless, see good grounds for the offer- 
ing to give up Frenchmen for S.OOO Jfewo- 
verians, at the very outset of the Exchange ; 
and also good grounds for considering the 
Detained as entitled to be exchanged htfore 
our military allies of Spain and Portugal. 
— — Ceriuinly it is a very mortifying 
thing to reflect, that many even of our 
soldiers and sailors, taken in battle per- 
haps, and taken, too, from ibcir being 
amongst the boldest men in the »ei*vice, 
should remain wasting their time and 
their health in those very prisons, from 
which they would (upon ihe terms insisted 
on by France) see foreigners released by 
our government. Very mortifying indeed 
is this reflection ; but, if Napoleon persist, 
to this mortification we must submit, or 
see no exchange at all take place. The 
number of .our own countrymefi who are 
pri.soners, is, as the reader will perceive, 
2 L 2 
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compitalivcly amall. We have, it issaid, 
bOjOOO ot the envy’s subjects prisoners, 
while he has only 12,000 of ours; bii^, 
alas I the wars in ^pain and Portugal 
have put so many of our allies into bis 
hands, that, if the exchange of the priso- 
ners of the three nations were to go on in 
the way on which Napoleon insists, it is 
to be feared, that no inconsiderable part of 
our own countrymen, who are now pri- 
soners of war, would itill remain prisoners 
after the exchange, and, of course, would, 
unless supported by uncommon strength of 
mind, become a prey to despair. Had 
there been no wars in Spaia and Portugal, 
this would not haTe been tlie ease; we 
might then have had an exchange without 
any dilTiculty ; or, at least, those obstacles 
that now exist, cbuld not then have existed. 
But, it is too late to make these reflections. 
We have had, and we still have, those 
wars ; and, if we„ as some persons appear 
to be, are convinced, that those wars arc 
fraught with so much glory and advantage, 
we must, on the other hand, submit with 
patience to some little inconveniences, 
flowing from the same source ; and, it can 
hardly be supposed, that even the Gentle- 
men, who, at the feast at the London 1 a- 
vern, so heartily cheered on to these wars, 
did not, in the progress of them, anticipate 
the possibility of some tiifling obstruction 
to the general current of prosperity and 

Sweden. ——The affair m this country 
seems now to be settled, from an Arti- 
cle, which will be found in -a future 
Number, and from the Speech of the 
New Crown Prince, it will appear, that 
the dynasty of Sweden has been changed 
with as little difficulty as a man changes 
his servants ; and with much less diffi- 
culty than any man can. change bad ser- 
vants for good. Not only has there 
been none of that opposition, none of those 
commotions, which were so confidentlv 
foretold by our ministerial prints, and so 
strongly rtcomnended by almost all our 
prints ; but, the people, the whole nation 
indeed, but more especially the people, 
seem to have hailed him as the Saviour of 
their country. And what are the re- 

marks and reflections that this event ; 
that the completion of this event, calls 
forth from our ministerial writers } You 
shall hear in the words of the Morning 
Post of the 29th of November: « The 

Moniteur contains a long account of 

Bernadette's presentation to the King 


‘‘ and Diet of Sweden, would appear 
** from his speech, that his Imperial Mas- 
** ter and himself are two of the most pa- 
“ citic beings that ever drew breath. 
** What a pity that men of such quiet dis- 
" positions should, by tome unaccountable 
** destiny, have sJied as much human 
blood, and spread as much havoc 
and misery, among their feilovv-crea- 
•• lures, as they cpuld possibly have done, 
had they been born with that ferocious 
temperament which delights in conquest 
and revels* in carnage. This harangue 
** is mailer of curiosity, chiefly as a ape- 
** cimen of the keen irony, the apparent 
** mockery qf reason, truth, justice, which 

•• every modern French appeal to the 
** sense and feeling of the people presents. 
" We have already given an abstract of 
" it. To complete the HUMBUG of the 
business, the new Crown Prince was en- 
** terlained at Stockholm, in the evening 
of the 3d November w ith the Opera of 

Gustavus Vasa.*' Suppose it true, 

that the mockery of reason, truth, and jus- 
tice is glaring enough in all conscience 
in this harangue ; but, this is not the 
only occasion upon which we have heard 
of this species ot moc kery. There is not, 
to people of sense and spirit, any thing 
more provoking, than to be compelled to 
witness such mockery. One would endure 
whole years of the greatest? pain, for the 
sake ok seeing the pfaclisers of such insult- 
ing mockery leceive their due. To stand 
by and see such barefaced iiiockcry is al- 
most beyond mortal endurance. Nothing 
much short of seeing the worms crawling 
into and out of the eye-sockets and the 
jaw's of the insolent miscreants who prac- 
tise such mockery ought to satisfy the 
public vengeance. But, is this the first 
time that the Morning Post writer ever 
heard of such mockery ? Oh no ! he ha« 
heard of mockery*’ and ** hwnhug** far 
greater than ibis. This mockery and humbug 
is a triilc light as air to the mockery and hum- 
bug, wliich he has heard of before, and of 
which he has given an account; of which 

he has been the recorder. But, humbug 

as this may be, it is not to be laughed at 
by us. To us, it is no joke. To us it is a 
subject for any thing rather than 7nirtk. 
Por, now we see Sweden in the hands of 
Napoleon ; completely in his hands, with 
all its powers capable of being brought 
into play against this island, under the 
direction of one ufthe ablest even of those 
whom Napideoii has selected as ibe most 
able. Tlie order issued for the raising 
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of sailors at Bremen for the Imperial 
Navy is, perhaps, as good a proof as we 
could have of his intentions against us : — 
“ Bremen, Oct. 30. — His Imperial Ma- 
“ jesty the Emperor of France having de» 
** tnandi d qf the city of Bremen a certain «w»i- 
ber of able seamen to serve on board the 
** Imperial fleet, our Senate has called upon 
all seafaring men resident in this city 
“ and the districts tliereof, who are yet 
able and fit for the sea service, to avail 
** themselves of the signal advantages 
which are ofiered by the agents of the 
" Imperial French navy, and enter on 

board the French fleet.” He will 

thus compel the several maritime towns 
to raise seamen, who, if they will not 
enter, w'ill be impressed, and it will be 
quite good to hear the sentimental strains 
of the Morning Post and his breth- 
ren upon the latter subject especially. 

What is to hinder the Emperor' 

Napoleon, then, from fitting out as many 
ships as he may think necessary ? It is 
emptiness hardly to be conceived to sup- 
pose, that he will not do it if he can ; and 
that he can do it is certain. And, ,what, 
then, I should be glad to know, will the 
consequence be, if we should, by any un- 
foreseen accident,be worsted in the South of 
Europe after having exhausted ourselves by 
the wars there ? If that should be the case, it 
will be /Acnthat the war will begin, that the 
real war against England will have a be- 
ginning. 1 do not say that this is likely ; 

I cannot say so,^ after the Dispatches of 
Lord Viscount Talavera ; but, it is, per- 
haps, possible, and I am, I must confess, 
not very easy under the belief of such 
possibility.-^— And yet, this w riter looks 
upon the complete surrender of Sweden to 
France as a humbug ; as a mere mockery ; 
as a thing to call forth a little contempt ; 
and nothing more ! — — In the mean 
while, the same writer recommends, in 
the most forcible terms, an acknowledg- 
ment of the King of Sweden, who is now, 
it seems, at Hampton Court ; and also 
Oi congratulatory address to him from both 
Houses of parliament! Was 1 wrong, 
then, reader, in saying that this writer 
was mad f 

Portugal. The War. Great in- 

deed must be the mortification of my 
readers not to find that Massena and his 
army are taken. There is now said to be 
intelligence to the 15th of November, and 
that it left the starving French army, not 
only alive, but occopyinjr their old post- 
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tion. Meat and bread and all other human 
eatables they had none pf long and long 
enough before. What, then, have they 
lived upon? Thejj^ must surely have 
Count Rumford in their cafhp \ “ Rut, if 
every man of them had a ** digester,** nay, 
if each man’s stomach was a digester 
equal in power to that of the Count’s, '\hat 
good would that do them, seeing that they 
can have not even bones, except those 
within their own skins, to digest? Their 
horses, as the reader well knows, they had 
stewed down for soup, long before the last 
Dispatches came away, and to suppose that 
the bones did not follow the flesh and the 
soup would be to give the cooks credit for 
incredible abstinence. Peter Pindar was 
afraid that the Count’s iiiveiuion would 
lead to a general gaol -deli very^ for that it 
would teach the felons to cook their fetters 
and the stones of their prison walls, and 
thus cat their way into liberty. Surely^ the 
French must have carried their culinary 
discovery to tome such pitch, or they must 
have perished with hunger before now ? 
At any rate, it really does appear, that 

this army is still alive, From its arrival 

at Torres Vedras it was in a trap; it has 
never had more than the bare ground on 
which it stood: its general was got into the 
mire; Lord Viscount Talavera laughed at 
him ; he was laughed at by every body ; 
and yet he and his army were not taken 
on ijjc 15th instant; nay, we are told, 
that there are some doubts as to when he 
will be captured, and some (of the Oppo- 
shionists, to be sure,) go so far as to say, 
that he will not, in their opinions, have 
been captured by this time! After this, I 
should not wonder, for my part, if ihey 
were to say, that he would not be cafJtnrcMl 
at ail; for, if they will say this, what will 
they not say ? If they can coolly doubt of 
a man’s being Q/ptured who is already in 
a trap, they will not believe in his capture, 
though they see him landed at Portsmouth. 

^To reason with such persons would be 

folly^ 1 shall, therefore leave them to be 
convinced, if that is possible, by the f;lo- 
rious event which all reasonable men and oi- 
thodox politicians anticipate wiili so much 
confidence. — —In the meanwhile, how- 
ever, 1 cannot help observing the altered 
tone of our friend of the Morning Post, 
who now insists upon it, that the sending 
of reitforcements to Lord Ta'avera is wise, 
and even necessary! 1 really gi way 
to my indignation at this. I *ry, but I 
cannot contain myself upon this point. 
What ! Beat the French at Busa^o and fire 
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th Park and j^otver guns; we ihen draw 
thenii drag iKem ^fter us, as if by a rope 
round tlieir neck, to Torres Vcdras; we 
get' them safely into% trap; then laugh at 
tlicni, While they are starving there and 
stewing down their horses ; and after all 
this, we want reinjonements from Eng- 
land in or ler to be able to attack them ; 
attack, did I say ? nay, by all that’s im- 
pudent, in order to be able to withstand 
them! Wiiat! need reinforcements in 
order to be able to withstand an army, 
nay, a part of the army whom we had 
beatt n so shamefully at Basa^o^ Need 
reinforcements in order to enable us to 
withstand an army that were without pro- 
visions or huts ; whose rear was cut off; 
who had not an inch of ground but that 
on w hich they stood ; an army that we had 
caught in a trap, and that wo lauglud at: 
Bland in need of rti^forcements from Eng- 
land to withstand such an army ? Ah ! 

^'fashionable world!” Ah! " the moil 
** thinkmg people” in Europe! Pray do 
look well at ail this. Do, if you mean 
not to be " laughed at” yuurselvea^ guard 
your ears against the assertions of those 
truly aboiitinable prints.— You will ob- 
serve, that one of two things must be 
true, namely, that reinforcements can- 
not be necessary, nay that, as adding to the 
number of woiiMs at Lisbon and within the 
lines, they must be injurious to our army ; 
or, that what the Morning Post has told 
us about traps and statviuf^ and laughing at 
is iaisehood. Let the venal gentleman I 
choose between those two. And, observe 
again, that, if he should say, iKat his* in- 
telligence about the traps, &c, was not of 
his own invention, he only shifts the fals- 
hood from his own shoulders to those of 
his correspondents in Portugal. Here, 
therefore, let him choose again ; but, let 
us be upon our guard. * Let us wait the 
event, and believe not a word that he and 
his fellow-Jabourers say. 

King’s Ulness.-— T he reports, since 
my last, are as follows ; signed by the 
Bame Doctors as before. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 26, Eight ?. la. 

His Majesty has continued nearly the 
sain6 throughout the day. 

Windsor Castle^ Nov. 27. 

His Majesty has had between tw'o and 
three hours sleep in the night, and is ^is 
Illuming much the same as yesterday. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 27, Eight, p. m. 

Hi« Majesty has been rather better 
throughout this day. 


Windsor Castle, Noy. 28. 

His Majesty has had some sleep in the 
night, and upon the whole is much the same 
as he was yesterday. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 28, Nine, p. m. 

Ills Majesty is not quite so well this 
evening as ha was in the morning. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 2!). 

llis Majesty has passed a quiet night, 
and appeared rather belter this morning, 
Windsor Castle, Nov. 29, Eight, p. m. 

His Majesty is not quite so well this 
evening as he was yesterday. 

W'lndsor Castle, Nov. 30. 

His Majesty continues much the same 
to day as he was yesterday. 


I On Wednesday the 23th and Thursday 
the 2!)th of Novcmbiir, there was held a 
Meeting of the Privy Council, to whicli 
.were called all the members of that body, 
without distinction. Before this Coun- 

cil was taken the evidence of tlie live 
Physicians and Doclois as to the state of 
the King. This evidence, in the form of 
Report, was, as we shall see, presented 
to the two Houses of Parliament the ucm 
day. 

Proceedings in Pahuamest.— — (Con- 
tinued from page ) — -^Kln^s 

—On Thursday, the 29tb pf Novcnib«.r, 
the two Houses met agreeably to the ad- 
journment. But, before we enter upon tho. 
day’s proceedings, it will be proper to 
insert the names of the Minority in tlu 
division, which took place, upon the. 
question of adjournment on the last day, 
that is to .say on llio i6ih of November. 
The reader will recollect (see page 951,) 
that there were 3 for the then proposed 
adjourmnent, and 58 against it. Ihe 
names of these 58 were as follows, errors 
excepted, and if there should appear to 
be any omission, or any wrong insertion, I 
shall be particularly attentive in the cor* 
reeling of it. 


List of the Minority, 


On the Chancellor qf the Exchequers Motion 
for adjourningfot fourteen days, on Thurs- 
day, the 1 5th instant. 


Abercromby, Hon. J. 
Aubrey, Sir J. Bart. 
Bradshaw, C. 
Brouglmin, H, 

Bailiie, P. 

Beiiiiet, Captain 
Bidduipb, R. 

Burdett, Sir F. (Teller) 
Byng, George 


Bligb, T. 
Combe, H. C. 
Cuthbert, J. R. 
Creevey, T. 
Chaloner, Robc. 
Diindas, L. 
Dudley, North 
Eden, G. . 
Elliot, W. 
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Fir/wcralcl, Lord II. Martin, M. 

Folkestone, Lord OssuUcon, Ixird 

(treenhill, Robert Osborne, Lord F. 

Hanbury, Tracey Pelham, C. A. 

Hurst, R. Parnell, H. 

Hamilton, Ld. (Teller) Ronully, Sir S. 

Halsey, J. Somerville, Sir M. 

Horner, Francis Spiers, 

Hutchinson, C, Sliarp, R. 

Hughes, H. L. Siniiii, Win. 

Ivensington, Lord Scudamore, R. P. 

Lambtoii, R. J. Symons, Col. 

Lloyd, J. M. I'ieincy, Rt. H. G. 

Mo.styn, Sir T. Wharton, J. 

Aliliier, Sir W. William^, O. 

Markham, John Wynn, Sir W, W. 

Matthew, M. Wynn, C. W. 

Maxwell, W. Whitbread, Samuel 

Madocks, W. Wurdle, G. W. I 

Miller, Sir '1'. Bart. Walpole, General I 

The Proceedings of the were begun, 
ill the HOUSE OF LORDS, by tlie laying 
of the RteouT upon the Table, which was 
done by Eaki, (’amoen, fhe President of 
the Council. The Report, at full length, 
will be found at the close of this Sum- 
niaiy; and, it should be carefully read, 
and well considered by every man in the 

kingdom. The report having beeb thus 

laid before the House, the Eabl of Liver- 
tool rose to propose another adjournment 
to ilu‘ I3ih of December instant. lie 
•itated, the confident expectations of the 
Physicians of the King’s recovery with- 
out reference to time, and the actual 
amendment of his indisposition, and the 
weight of tlie precedents of 178S ; and he 
added, that the ITouse had now, what they 
could not have in 1788, experience of the 
King's recovery from former attacks. He 
acknowledged the inconveniences attend- 
ing the suspension of the Royal authoiity, 
but urged that,' on the other side, thcie 
were inconveniences attending the intro- 
duction of a new authority to supply its 
place for a temporary purpose. The only 
way, therefore, of avoiding the difficulty, 
was for the Houses to adjourn again. lie 
further said, that, if, at the expiration of 
another fortnight, there should appear no 
prospect of the King’s speedy recovery, he 
should then deem it his duty to propo<ie 
the appointment of a Committee of the 
House, /or the purpose qf examining the Phy- 
sicians, agreeably to the form adopted 
in 1788. He concluded by moving the 
adjournment to the 18th instant.-— — Earl 
IStencek opposed the motion. He said 
that the Houses were not assembled as a 
parliament, but merely as estates of the 
realm ; that they ought to remain so not 
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a moment longer than inevitsibte nectVsity 
required; that there was no oof of an v' 
such necessity ; that, flterefov.., besides 
the reasons suggested by the: pfeiu* in state 
of the country, the ^piru ofethe 
tion called upon them to take (imfc 
steps for being prepared forsupplyiii.v 
place of the Royal Auihoriiy v. iiich 
noav suspended. He therefore moved, 
an amendment, to leave- nut ail the word.s 
of the Karl of Liverponrs motion but tli© 
word Thai** and to insert a Select 
Committee be appointed to cxaiuim* I ho 
“ Physicians, in attendance on his Aiajes- 
" ty, relayve to the state of Ins IMaje.sly, 
and to report the exuminat oiis to ilio 
•'House.” — — iiAM. Moika, upon the 
question bring about to he put, ^o^e, and 
expressed* his surprise that none of the 
inini.sicrs attempted to answor the ol)je(> 
tionsof Karl Spencer. He then piocecd- 
cd to say, that, instead of ihice lacts which 
the Karl of laverpool had said the Physi- 
cians proved, namely, the existing malady, 
the expectations of recovery, and the actual 
amendment, they proved hut one, tiamely, 
the melancholy fact of existing malady and 
incapacity; all tile rest was speculation, 
and the House had already seen what con- 
fidence was lobe placed in this s|)fcie.s of 
speculation. ’Vhe Nolile Lord hail talked, 
he said, of introducing a new authority, 
but what new authority was to be intro- 
duced ? w'oiild n«»t the object of tlirir pro- 
ceetfings be to continue the functions of the 
Monarchy, of whicli the personal exer- 
cise by the Mimaicli wa'j now unhappily 
su^jendqjJ ? Tie SLii«l, surely the King 
upon his recovery \vouhl be gratified to 
find tiiat the.se im asun sha l been adopted 
whicli were best calculattd for tlic sup- 
port of the Monarchy and the security 
of his Majesty and his family; that their 
Lordships bad unreal public duty to per- 
form,and they couldnut justify tliciuselves 
to their fellow-citizens if they now delayed 
proceeding to the performance of it ; that 
they surely would not hohi out to the peo- 
ple, that Ihepersoiial excicisc ofthe Royal 
Authority w^as of liille consequence that 
it might continue suspended from fortnight 
to fortnight, leaving the authority of tlv; 
Crown in the hands ofthe Cornniittee wiio 
were now exercising it, neither was it fit- 
ting that they should leave authority in 
the hanih of a government wdio liad iir)t 
the confidence of the people, and who 
were believed by that people to be incom- 
petent to the duties of their station. He 
was, therefore, for taking those prelimi- 
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nary steps whrch were necessary for the 
ground-work of .their future proceedings^ 
and, df course, was for the amendment 

moved by Spep^er. The E vul or 

HAURonev took the same ground ;is the 
Earl of Liverpool. He repeated the iri- 
convoienccs that would arise from the 
measures to supply the place of the King, 
fl/>d also urged the experience they had had 
of the former recoveries of the King. He 
also said, that the Mouse ought to consider 
iL'hat King it was that would be set aside 
by measures of supplying his place ; that 
it was this King of England, tchose benign 
mmt reijrn it had pleased Providence to extend 
Being called to order here, he re- 
peated, that the appointment of a Re- 
gency, would, for the time, sef aside the 
King. The objection to this language 
was repeated, and his Lordship soon after- 
wards « sat down. Thk Marquis of 

Ahrkcorn justified the language of Lord 
Harrowby; and said that it was neces- 
sary to intioduce the name of the King, 
when his Majesty was the subject of de- 
bate. Lord Holland, after stating, in 

a very clear manner, the situation of the 
question before the House, proceeded 
thus ; — " The Noble Secretary of State 
'' has talked of inconvenience, of partial 
** and comparative inconvenience. Was it 
" possible to compare the inconveniences, 
“ to use the Noble Lord’s language, of 
“ the year 1788 , to the dangers, ihetawful 
** and unparalleled dangers of the present 
'' period ? It was not to be forgotten t^at 
those who now constituted the Govern- 
ment of the Country, and wher, he nr.ight 
" venture to say, did not command tlic 
“ confidence of the nation, were now ex- 
*' ercising an additional and supreme au- 
tbority, and that they were extending 
" their power almost beyond the verge of 
responsibility. He Wt deeply the state 
of ihc empire, and was willing to adopt 
the metaphor of the Noble Earl (Har- 
** vowby). That Noble Lord had recom- 
meiuled delay, he could discover no 
danger in a still longer suspen'^ion of the 
" Executive functions. The vessel of the 
State, the Noble Earl tliouglu, was under 
'' an impulse which would not be likely 
‘‘ to cease, and w ould probably enable it 
to escape the shoals if leR unaltered. 
The impulsus remorum was in his mind 
** still vigorous, still effective. Now he 
** (Lord Holland) feared that we were liot 
" on so calm a sea as the Noble Earl ap- 
“ pcared to apprehend, he saw the vessel 
** of the State assailed by tempests, and 
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« nobody at the helm ; he saw her driven 
" ill a storm that threatened awful and 
" ;'pproachlng danger. The Noble Lord 
" informs ns, that we ought not hastily 
" to transfer authority, but he denied 
** that any authority existed to be trans- 
** ferred, the Royal authority was sus- 
“ pended, and unless supplied or vested 
** in another person, there could be no 
'* Executives Power in the country. He 
conjured the House, therefore, to' reflect 
" before they suffered it to go abroad, be- 
fore they permitted it to be said, that at 
a moment so critical as the present, 
when, among many embarrassing cir- 
“ cumstances, the absence of so large a 
part of our military force, was one not 
" the least deserving of attention, or the 
^ least productive of the most jnstiflable 
apprehension, the House of Lor Is was 
" content to cf^nPide the Supreme Power 
'' and Authority ol .hr Realm to the hands 
** of Ministers*, and had adjourned for a 
** second fortnight without the' adoption 
of a single meAMirc that could tend to 
the security or the hem lit of the coun- 
try. The .noble Earl had talked of other 
" facts, and remarked that we had now 
" had experience of the nature of his 
** Majesty's malady, and of the probability 
** of his recovery. Wliatever that experi- 
cncc might be, tlie Noble Earl seemed 
“ to forget that it was iinpdssible it could 
" have any weight or influence in their 
“ present deliberations. Neirher of these 
" facts were before them in an authentic 
"shape; the report of the examinations 
" taken before the Privy Council, was not 
" ground on wliich they could institute 
" any proceedings whatsoever. Before 
"they could perform any legitimate act, 
" they must ascertain in a regular form 
" the fact of the Royal incapacity. But 
" by the system into wdiich it was now 
" proposed to enter, this evidence would 
" never be attained ; for there was no- 
" thing ill the reasons adduced to justify 
" the proposed adjournment, that might 
" not, should his Majesty's illness suffer 
" no abatement, be applied with equal 
" force and justice to future and indefinite 
" adjournments. Thus the period, when 
" it will be acknowledged on all sides 
“ that the defect of the Executive Autho- 
" rity ought to he supplied, is placed at a 
" remote distance, and all the evils of 
" such a stale of things aggravated by bc- 
" ing rendered in a manner permanent. 
" He called on Ministers, and requested 
" not to be considered in the light of their 
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“ opponent, while he cautioned them to 
" pause on the verge of their strange 
« and unaccountable proceeding. A Bill 
" of Indemnity might hereafter screen 
them from the personal consequences of 
" their rashness, but nothing could rescue 
'' the country from the hazard of those 
*• perils which were collected and darkened 
'Ground her.'^— The Earl of West- 
moreland was for the original motion, 
and Lord Darnley against it. — —Lord 
Grenville, in a speech which 1 have not 
room to insert and not time to analyse, 
went into the whole of the subject, in a 
vciy able manner, which the reader will 
easily conceive from the following brief 
sketch of its conclusion : — “ He then ad- 
** verted to an observation, which had 
fallen from a noble Earl, relative to set- 
ting aside the King. In ail the debates 
ot 1788, it was never said, that by the 
establishment of a Regency the Monar« 
" chy was set aside. There was no ques- 
" lion aiiout the vacancy of the throne, or 
** upon whom the crown should devolve ; 

** but who was to exercise the cxecutir'e 
power, in trust for the sovereign, aqd in 
his name. He felt it incumbent on him 
to notice such expressions, because it 
'' was improper they should go forth to 
the public unreproVed. They were cal- 
** culated to excite a compassion that was 
** not called foLaiid to give invidious repre* 
'' sentations of the conduct of others, and 
•* ultimately to shake the confidence of 
" the people in the monarchy. There 
'' was no question of setting aside the 
King. A noble Earl had said, that the 
'' suspension of the King’s authority did 
** not necessarily produce a suspension of 
** the Executive Government, but that it 
might be carried on by the exUting authori- 
'* ties. He would wish to have that ques« j 
tion determined. He would not go to 
" extreme cases of a day or a fraction 
thereof, but he would maintain that the | 
** Government could not be carried on if 
“ the Koyal Authority were suspended for 
“ any time. For this he had the autho- 
rity of the venerable person who at that 
** time filled the office of President of the 
Council. That noble person declared it 
in Ins place in these words, ' this cala uVy 
has produced a complete suspension of all 
** the functions of the Executive Government.^ 
** If Ministers would look into the Foreign 
" Office, they would there find upon 
** record an • avowal to the same effect 
" from the Marquis of Carmarthen, then 
** one of the Cabinet. They would find 


^pToeeedxngi in Partiament, 

• ^ ^ . tl074 

" It in these words, in an . • . 

patch from one of our ^ 

** Foreign court : « Ihave^reciktiyl ^ 
portant letter, but can give you 
** tiom on account qfiiis Mqfisty^s 
tunate indi^sition.*^ Did Ministers 
to sav that they might receive his 
''jesty^s commands, though parliameni 
" could not ? Talk of nm Governments in- 
** deed, was there ever so monstrous un as- 
sumption (f power as thisf What, are 
“ they, uncontrolled by Parliament, to 
** issue their orders to Admirals and Gene- 
rats: nay more, that they shall exclu- 
“ sively have the care qf ike King* s person f 
"He never heard of .such a power in the 
** Constitution, as that the great officers cf 
" State might act independent of the crown . 
" A Noble Earl had talked ot leaving the 
" vessel of the state to be borne along for 
** some time im^vhn remorum. J4ever 
was there a more unfortunate application 
of a figure. What, when the helm was 
abandoned, tlie sails torn, the masts 
“ gone by the board, and the vessel in 
danger of going down, was she in such 
" circumstances to be left to the impulse 
''she had previously received ; wasnoef- 
" fort to be made to save her, to bring her 
into port } Was she to be left, thus la* 
bouriiig, to what the Noble Earl call- 
" ed impulsu m/iorum r”— The Lord 
Chancellor (Eldon) said, ** that the con- 
stitqtioii, acting upon that wi^e maxim 
** of law, that as the inonarchy was heri- 
ditary, the King was King in all in- 
stances, either in infancy or in nonage, 
** it\healtl^ or in sickness, in decrepitude 
i “ or doMtTe. It w'as upon the political 
" capacity of the crown being entin , that 
** the constitution wisely abstained front 
any antecedent provision to meet such 
deficiency, but knowing, though the 
theory was perfect, that man was not so, 
" but subject lo various infirinilies, our 
"ancestors left it to the wisdom of pos* 
terity to provide for the evil, when the 
" evil occurred. The side consideration 
" now was, whether the House, with such 
: " inforniaiion as the Privy Council took 
" leave to submit to their Lordship^, 
"should pause, or whciher it should at 
" once go into tliat important work in 
" which they may be hereafter engaged. 
** For himself he would s'tate his opinion, 
that he would do nothing but what the 
evil of the day required. ’J heir Lordships 
" had certainly the right of interposition, 
"but it was to be recollected that it was 
" the necessity gave them that right, 
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" and thV the j)/’oi>er correct^ lime of in- | 
terj'Osing, was of the essence of that ne- 
^'Cessity. 'Hi® Noble Loul felt that he 
woAd well deserve, as he would receive, 
** the rcjir*bt\tion di hisSovcreij;n, in case 
of Ins restoration, if thr(»uj»'i 
« reminds for him lie .ubiindonid the in- 
« forests of the country, lieheving both 
'Mdenlified on fhe pre-ent ipiestion, lie j 
concluded \v:dj conjui in;; the House as ! 
it valued the fecin^soJ the Sovereign and 
«* the interests <jf the country to accede to 

“ the adjournment.^' Loud liusiciNE 

« said that tlic Noble and Learned Lord had 
“ alluded 10 the ddiorences that took place 
o ill the opinions of the great men of that 
time, and certainly there never was any 
" period ofour history more distinguished 
by men of high taU ritj — hu> though ho- 
" nest men miglit dilVer on the means uf ap- 
plying abstract question^ yet upon the 
whhle, their dilTerencesvvoie immaterial, 
“ and were more as to forms tlian as to 
principle^. On the great inuKini of 
** the l'(.instilulion 4 that, the Kingly oftire 
** never dies, they were agreed. The 
pains of death the King must suffer like 
every otlier human being, but the office 
was immortal. And of this office there 
*' was no suspension : there could be no 
** suspension, for all the faculties of the 
** Govern iiicnt emanated from it and de- 
pended upon it. In case of natural de- 
** mis^, the next heir instaully supplied the 
** place ; and, in a case like the present, 
'' the Slates of the Realm had to find ilie 
fact by which alone their jurisdiction 
** took place. In the year their 

** jurisdiction was delayed, because a dif- 
ftMoiif-o of opinion arose as to the mode 
'' of proceeding ; but nothing of the kind 
** took place now. They were not iriter- 
" riipted. There was no variance; and 
** the only business they had to do was to 
" establish the fact that was to give them 
‘'jurisdiction. In the former instance 
" they adjourned for four days, to ob- 
** tain the information upon which they 
** v/ere to proceed. ■■■Now it was pro- 
“ po'^ed to adjourn for fourteen days 
" for nothing. Till they had by their own 
examination found the King's personal 
inca})acity, they had no pow’er whatever 
to act. He would abstain from ail allu- 
•' sioii to what they would think fit to do 
" when their jnrisdiriion .should com- 
“ meiice — but he could not agree ihakthe 
" functions of the Executive should besus- 
" pended for seven weeks, which would 
actually happen, if the motion of ad- 
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“ journment should be agreed to. He < 
f' nied the right of the two Houses to k< 

" the country without u Government 
" that time. A Noble Earl talked of s 
" ting the King aside. It was IVlinist 
“ who set the King aside ; and they dici 
“ against all the analogies of the Com 
“ lution ; for nothing could be more o 
“ rageons than to take up the ipse dixit 
** the Privy Council, and to usurp I 
" power of adjourning themselves fit 
“ time to time, lie s.iid they Jiad 
" power to adjourn themselves for one di 
“ He had thought so in the first instain 
" and he had not voted for ihe adjoui 

•' merit to thi.s day. Earl Staxho 

" said. The two Houses were in the pi 
'* sent predicament declared by the Pill 
" Rights to be the full arid free Represe 
" tatives of all the States of the Reali 
'' And in that capacity alone could thi 
“ act ; nor could they do one act in th 
"capacity more than the necissity < 

" the case rcijnircd. A P.iiTianficrit actc 
" by the authority of the King. A Coi 
" vention acted by the antliority of nece: 

" sity, and the necessity must lie provci 
" They could not act without first ascei 
" taining the fact. They were like Judg 
" and .fury in a Court of Law. The 
" could not decide without having the evi 
" dcnce upon the case before them. The; 

" could take no hearsay evidence, no ip\ 

" dixit from the Noble and Learned Lord 
" no, nor from the Privy Council, who hat 
" not themselves any right to take suci 
examination. They knew nothing ir 
" that House of the King's incapacity bui 
" from the acsertion of the Learned Lord. 
" and from the Report of this Privy Coun- 
" cil. By what Law did this Privy Coun 
cil take upon themselves to declare tlu 
" King's incapacity ? Not by theConimor 
" Law, and he was sure he had read mort 
" law books than the Lord Chancellor, and 
" therefore he would take upon himself to 
•* say that it was not by any statute that 

they had derived such a right. The 

" Learned l^ord had ingeniously contrived 
‘‘ to drive their Lordships aside from the 
" question, to which he had not spoken 
" one word. He had chosen to talk about 
" a Regent. Had any one else spoken a 
" word about a Regent that day ? That 
" was not the business now before them. 
" These blessed Ministers of the King 
" were anxious only to possess themselves 
of the whole power of the realm, and 
" that at a time the most tremendous. 
" The Noble Earl concluded with exhibit* 
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“ ing a n)ost striking picture of the present i 
stato of Europe, and of the Hangers and 
*' confusion with winch we are now threat- | 

'' encd at home. The Makquis cT 

Lanmdown, in an elegant speech, ani- 
madvoried on the argument of the Lord 
Chancellor, and said it was proposed to 
make tin in commit the crime of aban- 
“ doningtlio « ouiUi y, while the Executive 
Goverimituit was totally suspended.— 
His Kovai. IlnaiNEss tiiu Duke of 
•* Si'ssjRX felt it his duty to explain the 
“ motive of the vote which he should give 
tliat night. Me had on a former day 
'' y oted for the adjournincrit to this day, 

'' because this was the day to which his 
]\Iajrsty had himself designed to pro- 
'' rogue the Parliament. But now when 
** it was further proposed to adjourn, he 
“ must declare that he should vote against 
it from consideration! of attention to his 
Majesty. They wmuld believe that he 
was most sensibly affected by the me- 
" lancholy situation of the public affairs. 

•' i\rul that he most fervently prayed lor 
his Majesty's speedy and perfect rcco- 
very. But he could not vote for an>ad- 
journrnent in circumstances so itniniiient, 

** and particularly, because he desired to 
^^kn,)w WHO WAS TO HAVE THE 
" CAKE OF HIS MAJ J>TY'S PERSON ? 

«f 'Phy House then divided on the 

" Amendment, Contents 50 ; Not-Con- 
tents ^8.— They then divided on the 
•'main question. Contents 88; Not-Coii- 

•' tents 56. The House is therefore 

adjouined to the 13th December." 

fn the HOUSE OF COMMONS, The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (Mr. 
Perceval) made a similar motion to that 
made by Loud Liverpool, in the House ! 
of Lords. After staling all the reasons I 
whence he concluded, that there was a | 
fair prospect of the King's speedy reco7>rry ; j 
and ihat, in the meanwhile the House had | 
a ciioice of evils before them, he went on | 
to observe upon the precedent of 1788, : 
and to state, that the prospect of recovery 
was now more promising. He concluded 
in the following manner : — From an 
cxaminationof that precedent, then, it 
woiihl appear that it afforded no ground 
" for the House in the present circum- 
*' stances to proceed immediately to an 
** inquiry of its own. It was indeed in 
" direct opposition to any such proceed* 
ing immediately; fur though an in- 
“ quiry by a Committee had been insti- 
luted, though the suspension had ex« 
isted for three months, and though a 


"Itegency Bin had actmlly passed the 
" ®J Commons, yet when die L)rd 
Chancellor, without any such authorita- 
‘‘ tive document as that now on the table, 
" stated on the lUtli of FcbriAry that an 
" improvertient had taken place ui his 
Majesty's health, an adjournment was 
agreed to for five or six days ; il.t-n a 
second adjournment was carried, and so 
** the proceeding was suspended b\ sue- 
'' Cessive adjournments up to the Pth of 
'' the succeeding month. lie did not 
** mean to say, (he wished lo God he 
"could) that the cimeiidnu nt winch had 
" taken place in this instance was equal 
to that which had been stated. by Lord 
"’Ihurlow ill 1780: but wl.iit he had 
" said sufficiently proved tha* they could 
" not’ be justly char‘;cd with having vio- 
“ Hted tFie prim iple uf thal preiedenl. 

When an adjournment tin ii h;ul been 
“ agreed to upon a mere infonnal siate- 
" ment, after a suspension of the Royal 
functions for three or four months, it wit's 
in vain lo say that the Hoiwe was hound 
" by that precedent or by the cotisiiiu- 
" tion to adopt any parlicnhir proci-eding 
" on this otcasioii. it was left coinplelc- 
** ly at liberty to act accoriiing to jis clis- 
" crciion, with a view to the interests of 
" the public and the hem fit of the pove- 
reign. In the exercise ihcii of the little 
" di.sereiioii that belonged to himself, he 
conishiiled by moving, That thelbuisit do 
" at its rising adjourn loi‘ iburteen davs." 

5— iMa. WiiiTiMiEAD, .lib r coimneiiting 
upon iliO stateiiM.-iit of Mit. Fl urKVAl. :'s li> 
th..' •[)ro''jft'ct t)f leeovery, proiei'ded to 
p«)iiU out some of the many inconve- 
niences that nni.st aii'.e fnnii the snspen- 
.sion of the Roya! Authority. He said. 
As to personal delicacy, that was a point 
very much misuiidcTStood. His Ma- 
*'je.siy himself, he had no doubt, wouul 
" he llio first to scorn and rejirobate any 
" per.'Onal delicacy, if shewn to him at 
" rhe « .\pcnce ol biingiiig the kingly olfice 
whic li he h; d lield with so much salis- 
" factioti lo his suhjeefs, into disrepute 
" and contempt. W'iiat was the nieaiiiiig 
" of the words of l.oid Camden, that 
"whole function? of tlie cxecuti\e Go* 
" vernment weic .mspetulcd ? What could 
" he done in the actual situation of affairs? 
** What sentence could be executed ^ Wa.s 
there now any fountain of mercy ? 
" Could a criminal be pardomd? O uld 
" a general bo appointed r Could assist- 
" aiicc be sent to Lord Wellington if that 
should be requisite ? Who was to per- 
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'* form these funclions ? Coulrl they (the 
" ministers) do all this? they who pos- 
** sessed a pow^r to which tfiey had ho 
** more right than any other individuals ? 

If they Mouldy t%eu they ti'ere Regettit, 

** You, said Mr. Whitbread, talk of de- 
^'•throning the King, a most improper 
" and absurd expression ; but you, your- 
" selves, do worse, fur you take the Crown 
** from the Comtiiution. Had the right 
** honourable gentleman a greater right 
*• ti> call the Privy Council together than 
any other member of that body ? The 
** necessity justified that measure, but if 
" the period of the existence of such a 
" necessity was improperly prolonged, 
the justification was gone. Let the 
House consider the time at which the 
« whole executive functions* were' sus- 
** pended, a time when a week had to 
" carrj^' a load before borne by centuries ! 

** If a*military commander abroad should 
** be wanted— if it should be requisite to 
appoint one at home, how was the de- 
** ficiency to be supplied ? If they (the 
** ministers) were to abuse the authority 
which they now assumed, so as to call 
** for the animmlvcri^ion of the House, to 
whom could the Commons go with their ad- 
•• dress ? Did they (the ministers) propose 
" any remedy for all this ? No, the 
** House was misled by false impressions 
as to the state of the King’s health, and 
even since the examination of ih^ phy- 
•* sicians i* appeared that hU Majesty had 
** had but an indifierent night. Yet ano- 
ther fortnight was to elapse before &ny 
steps Hereto be taken to find asubstiJLute ! 
** In 1801 and 1805 he was more or less 
accessible, though during the latter 
period the defect in his Majesty's eye- 
** sight ought to have directed the atteii- 
tion of Ministers to the proper measures 
** of preparation for a s^tate of things like 
'* the piesent. Now, however, his Majesty 
** was inaccessible, and it was only from 
other persons that Ministers had their 
information on the subject of the King's 
** malady. Even though his Majesty 
" should recover, it ought to be con- 
sidei'ed that it was the recovery of a 
man m years ; and of a man (speak- 
ing of him as a man ; who must be 
" more in the power of others tlian 
" before. The defect in his Majesty's 
** sight too has been stated by Ministers 
** themselves as a reason for refusing access 
'' to him on many important occasions. 
'* Let the House only duly consider the 
present situation of affairs^ and then 
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let him who could do it, vote for the ad - 

« journment." Mb. Yobke spoke next 

after Mr. Whitbread, but the only thing 
new, said by him, was upon the subject of 
the inconvenknees of a Regency^ He said, 

“ he should state shortly what those in- 
conveniences might be. Could it be 
“ contended, if the existence of the nia- 
** lady should be of short continuance, 
which there was every reason to hope, 
that great inconvenience must not arise 
from the very circumstance of substitut- 
ing for this short period another person in 
lieu of the reigning Monarch ? !Sup- 
pose that the person so substituted might 
** change the system of Gofoemmait pursued 
•• by the reigmng Monarch for though he 
<< was satisfied that the person likely to be 
" appointed Regent, in the event of such 
an otBce becoming ultimately iieces*' 

** sary, could hardly be supposed likely to 
do this, yet it was possible, and he was en- 
tided to pul the case. Suppose it po.ssible 
" that the Regent should be so ill advised 
as to ovetset the system pursued by the 
** reigning Sovereign, would it not be an evil, 

** that on his return to the discharge of his 
** royal functions, the reigning Sovereign 
** should find all his measures overturned, 

** and a totally different plan, which he 
**d\d not feel equally conducive to the 
'' interests of his country, or to his rela- 
tions with Foreign Slates; substituted in 
** its place ? Suppose, for instance, that a 
" Regent were to be appointed on the 
present occasion in this country, and 
that he were to abandon the interests of 
Spain and Portugal, and to consign them 
to their fate, would* it not be a great in- 
" convenience on his Majesty's recovery ; 

" and on his coming to resume his autho- 
** rity, that he should find those two coun- 
" tries abandoned ?"~Mr. Ponsonbv's 
speech offered, as far as the news-paper 
'• report, goes nothing new ; nor does it 
appear that he met, in front, this argument 
of Mk. Yorke about the dangers to be 
apprehended from a change of system; 
though it was very material to meet it, 
seeing that it is an argument that will ap* 
ply with equal force at any other time, 
and may be a ground for an adjournment 
at the end of every fortnight for years to 
come.— —S ir Francis Burdett, after ob- 
serving, that with all the respect that he felt 
for the King, he must be permitted to treat 
the subject with impartiality and freedom, 
said, that •• he could not consent that 
things should be left for moment 
longer in that perilous state in which 
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" they had continuecl for the last montli, 
'' and in which it was proposed that they 
" should be suffered to remain for a foi t- 
'' night longer. The only doubt which 
“ remained with him was, who ought to 
supply the deficiency which here oc- 
" curred ? In the year IdiiS, when 
James II. left the throne vacant, incon- 
sequence of his jiaving violated the 
** contract he had entered into with his 
subjects, the right devolved on the peo- 
'' pie. If that was the fact then, he was 
** not prepared to agree that any House of 
** Comnmns, far less a House of Commons 
** constituted and called together as this 
was, should have the right of filling this 
'' vacancy. The Right Bonourahle Gen- 
“ tleman (Ponsonby) had shewn that the 
" Privy Council w'as assuming a right to 
" which it was not entitled, and that this 
examination, now laid on the table, was 
no ground for any Parliamentary pro- 
'' cecding, far less for pevseveriug in the 
“ system of anarchy to which we wore at 
present reduced. The evidence, as it 
was called, was evidence of nothing. 
** If such had been oflered in a Court of 
'‘Justice, it would not have been ad- 
" milted. We all knew that intorroga- 
“ lories could be so put by interested 
“ persons as easily to pvotiure favourable j 
answers. The last person whose evi- 
" dence shoaled have any weight in a inat- 
" ter, such as that now under considcra* 
" tion, was the Minister, who was inte- 
" rested to deceive. Yet on such evi- 
dence, the House was called on to 
grant the Government of the Country 
*' to the Right Honourable Gentleman. 

If he were asked if he would agree to 
" the adjournment, he should feel himself 
" called on to say, that he could not 
" agree that the Right Honourable Gen- 
" tlemaii (Mr. Perceval) sliould have 
the Government of the Cninitry. Rut, 
" that the emergency ought i<» be pro- 
" vided for at once. The Honourable 
Gentleman under him (Mr. Whitbread) 
" had alluded to various periods in which 
“ Regencies had been appointed, and be- 
sides the calamity under which the 
'' counti’y at present laboured, had al- 
" luded to the practice of petitions not 
" now reaching the ear of his Majesty 
" but through his Secretary of Slate. 
" The very idea of petitioning indcc^l 
'' had in cons^qnimce become a mere 
" farce, so that when j)«‘titions were talked 
" of, persons could hardly keep their 
" faces. These were imperious com- 
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« pelliiig reasons for resisting the ad- 
" journment. It was certain things Could 
'* not be allowed to remain ii\ their pre* 
" sent state.— The argumeiUs adduced on 
'' the idea of delicacy were nfbst. absurd. 
" Delicacy was very well at a tea table 
" but to talk of it in the afiairs o( a xAI 
** lion was contemptible, particularly if 
" that nation was cruelly loaded, as this 
'' was. When, in such circumstances, he 
" heard delicacy talked of, he always 
" thought it meant roguery. Delicacy to 
the other sex was to be applauded ; but 
the law got over that where the matter 
" was of importance. In the delivery of 
'' the Queen so much more was the regard 
** paid to the importance of the matter 
" than to any nice sense of delicacy, that 
'' precautions were at that period resorted 
" to as to her, which in the case of any 
" other lady would be thought groszy in- 
" delicate. ' He hoped a prudential re- 
" gard to the feelings of the King w'ould 
not prevent the House from recollecting 
" that there was a Crown also; and when 
" people talked of the King of lilngland 
'M\iih reference to the Crown, let them 
" recollect, that he was never young, 
" never old, and his functions never inac* 
" live or suspended. As to the precedent 
j of J 788, which had been referred to, in 
" his opinion it should be looked at only 
to be avoided. The Right Honourable 
*' (ienypraen opposite, however, only’re*- 
" ferred to it that they might pick out 
•' what suited them^clvcs. There was 
nothing in their whole conduct that did 
“ noVprova' them actuated by the intc- 
" rested motives attnhutrti to them by 
" the Right Honourable Gentleman wdio 
" spoke last. Whoever the person ought 
" to be to M'hoin the Kingly functions 
" should, in the interim, Iwj confided, it 
" was not for him R. R.) to dictate 
" to the House or to the naiioii at 
. “ largr* ; but, of this there could be no 
" doubt, they could not go on in that 

" ruinous tract they were now in. 

He concluded with the words which J 
have taken' for my motto, and was follow* 
ed by General Mathlws, who strongly^ 
protested against leaving the government 
of the country in the hands of the piesent 

ministers. Mr. C. \V. Wynn, Lord 

MiLioN, Mr. An.\M, and Sir T. Turton, 
spoke against the adjournment, and Mb. 
Briw.r.F for it, as did also Mk. WiUitR- 
roKCKaud Mr. Fuller, who ended the 
debate. A division then took place, when 
there aj)pe3rcJ for the Minister’s motion 
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and against 129. Mr. Ponsonuy 

iljL'irmovcd fiu* a Committee to examine 
the Pliysicians*duriiig the adjourniiieiit; 

for the motion i 37;" against it 2:i(). 

Thus endttl tlii^ ^lebalo. Hou*- many 
more such debate'^ and ^ucli decisions theic 
\till be, it vvimid !)•■ extirmely hard to 

^uess. Mil. Youkl’s argument was the 

claichfi\ and nobody, th it 1 can perceive, 
met it at all. The; aigumcnt was, that I 
there viould he a ii k of great inconvenience ^ 
in adopting tm* isures preparatory to a j 
RegcriL V, becau-e, when the King got well, ; 
he might possihi) fnid, that the Regent ' 
had c/tunifed the whole ajfstem of government. 
Such change would, of course, include a 
change of the ?nin/sters — — Theydrcc of this 
argument, gieat as it is, is by no means of 
so iniicb importance as its utiiversal*appli^ 
{'ability. It is calculated for all times and 
ahnoj|t all occasions ; or, it is worth nothing 
at all. ir it be good to-dsiy^ it must be 
good on the 1 3 ih of Dece[nber« because 
the Regent if then appointed may m^ke 
ju«t the same changes as he might make if 
appointed now, A fortnight can make no 
alteration in this respect; nor can a month 
or twelve months, or any other space of 
time. And, in short, if to this argument 
any weight be allowed, there is but one 
way of getting over it, namely, making it 
a positive condition with the Regent, that 
he shall make no change whatever in the 
sfifstcm, and, of course, that he shall make 
no change in those persons by whom that 
.system lias been advised and carried on ; 
for that this last is absolutely neccssaiy to 
the support of the system, is, I am sure, 
wdiat no man living, who knows any thing 
of the matter, will attempt to deny. Of 
the etl'fcts of this system, which the na- 
tion has tasted most abundantly, nnd yxt 
these etil’cts are but just begiimi ng to have 
their full relish. T’hey are a sort of fiuit 
that take long ripening ; they are some- 
thing like theilowerofihe aloe,\vhich takes 
about half a cviuiiiy to bring it to per- 
fection. Now, however, they seem to be 
upon the point of attaining all their rich- 
m 'S; and, 1 must confess, that any thing 
that would check the progress or raise a 
* doubt as to whom the nioriis of the cul- 
ture belonged, would be injurious to the 
cause of truth. 

W^. CORBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

November $0, IS 10. 


i . OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

England.— King’s Illness. — Report of the 
• Privy Council, of the Evidence (f the 
j Phj/sicians, on the 2Sth ctud 2Dih of I'iiD- 
f vemher, IS 10, laid bcfyic the two lloii^e', 

’ on the 20tli. 

I 

; COUNCIL CIIAMUER, WinTr.lIA I,L, NOV, 2P>, ISU’ 

DOCTOR flKNilY REYNOf.DS 

CAT LCD IN AND SWORN, AND rXAMI.SCD, 

Q. — You are desired to accpraiiit thi ’ 
Board, whether the state of his ]Mnje'>ty’.i 
health is such as to render him incapable 
of coming in person to his Parliament, or 
of attending to any kind of public busi- 
ness ? 

A. — His Majesty is certainly i*icapab!e 
at present of attending his Parliament or 
transacting public business. 

Q , — What are the hopes you enterlair. 
of his Majesty’s recovery ? 

A. — 1 have very*’ conlidcnl hopes of his 
Majesty’s ultimate recovery. 

Q.— Do you found the opinion, gi\cii 
in your answer to the previous question, 
upon the paiticular symptoms of ids IMa* 
jesty’s disorder, or upon general t xper'- 
ence in other cases of tiie same: nature, oi 
upon both ? 

A.— Upon both. 

Q. — Whether, in that particular specit 
of the dis'order his Majesty, has fallen intn, 
it has been found from experience tha^ 
the greater number of persons so aftbeted 
have been cured ? 

A. — Undoubi filly. ' 

Q. — Can you form any iudgment, o» 
probable conjecture, of the duration of his 
Majesty’s illness ? 

A. — No ; I cannot form any decisive 
opinion upon this subject; it varies in ibt 
ferciit persons, and the time has vaiied in 
his iMajestv’s former indispositions. 

Ci. — Whether, as far as experience ena- 
bles you to judge of his Majesty’s disor- 
der, you think it more probable that his 
Majesty will or will, not recover, so as to 
renderliiin capable of attending to public 
bu.siness ? 

A. — I thjnk it much more probable that 
his Majesty will recover. My expecta- 
tions at present are very confident of hi^ 
Majesty’s recovery. I speak this however 
with reference to the uncertainty that al- 
ways attends medical predictions. With 
this reference, I should say, from what 1 
see ill his Majesty, that I have no doubt 
of it. 

U.-^What degree of experience have 
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you had, yourself, in' this particular spe- 
cies of disorder ? 

A. — In above forty years practice as a 
Physician, I have seen many instances 
of it. 

Q. — Whether any amendment has al- 
ready taken place in the course of his 
Majesty’s disorder, ajid whether the ap- 
pearance of auch amendment continues at 
present ? 

A.— Ills Majesty i^ certainly better; 
and I am not sure that he was not full as 
well, if not better, yesterday, and conti- 
nues so this inoniin", than he has bein 
since I had the honour to ‘attend his Ma- 
jesty m this illness. 

Sir Tir.NRV ITAT.FORT), T?Anr. 

CAILr.U IN ANLl SWORN, AND 1-XAMlNED. 

U. — You are desired to acquaint this 
Board whether the state, of his Majesty^s 
health is such as to render him incapable 
of coming in person to his Parliament, or 
of attending to any kind of public busi- 
ness ? 

A.— I think it is such as to prevent his 
coming to Parliament, or ’attending to 
public business. 

Q. — What are the hopes you entertain 
of his ]Majesty’s recovery ? 

A. — 1 think it is in the highest degree 
|)roba))le, that his Majesty w’lll recover. 

Q. — Do yofl fouiui the opinion given 
in your answer to the previous question 
upon the particular S 3 ^mptoms of his Ma- 
jesty’s disorder, or^ujmn general c.xperi- 
ciice in other cases of the same nature, or 
upon both ? A, — Upon both. 

Q.— Whether in that particular species 
of the disorder his Majesty has fallen into. 
It has been found from experience that the 
greater number of persons so allected, 
have been cured ? 

A. — I believe so. 

Q. — Can you form any judgment, or 
probable conjecture, of the duration of his 
Majesjty’s illness ? 

A. — 1 cannot form a satisfactory con- 
jecture. 

(4. — Whetl.er, so far as experimee en- 
ablcjs you to juilge of his Majesty’s dis- 
order, you think it more probable, that f s 
Majesty will, or will not, recover, so as to 
render him capable of attending to public 
business? 

A, — Much more probable that his Ma- 
jesty will recover. 

Ci- — What degree of experience have 
you had yoursclfin this particular species 
of disorder > 


A. — In the course of i() years, a goori 
number of cases must h^vc fallen under 
mv cognizance. 

a— Whether any amendment has al- 
ready taken place in it le cour:^^ his Ma- 
jesty's disorder, and whether tb.'apptrr- 
aiici* of such amendment con'inucs hi ufe., 
sent ? ‘ 

A.-r-A very considerable amend mi nt 
has taken place in his Majesty’s symp-. 
torus; in the course of the last 2-1-liomx 
his iMajesly’s menial health lias improved ; 
but in the same space liis i\Iaje.‘ty has 
been more imlls)iosed borlilv ; but 1 have 
juNt reason to Ireliove that I .shall lind that 
indisposition iinich niiiigaled oii my it?- 
turn this evening. 

• DOCTW HKBKUnKN, 

CAlLtD IN AMJ S\Von\, ASn EXAMINKO, 

(i. — You arc desired to acquaiMt Ihi^, 
Board, whether the stale of Ids Majestv^’s 
health is such as to lender him incapable 
of coming in person to his Parliament or 
ofattcndiiigtoiiny kind of public Imsincss.^ 

A. — I consider the ;;tatc oi’ his MaJestj^’s 
health to be such ;i.s to render him incapa- 
ble of coming ill prison to his Parliann iit,. 
or attending to public business. 

Q. — Wbat are the hopes you entertain 
of his Majp'ity's recovery ? 

A. — The greatest expectation of hi.v 
Majesty’s recovery. 

(i.-^Do you found the opinion given in 
your answer to the previous question upon 
tlii^ particular symptoms of his Majcsry’:>: 
disorder, or upon general cxperieiu'e. m 
othev cases of the same nature, or upo.i 
both r 

A.— I found my opinion upon the im - 
pnivfinent that has already taken place 
in kis indisposition and the present in- 
tegrity of his faculties, and the analogy 
this disorder bears»to his former illness. 

ti. — W^hethcr in that particular species 
of the disorder his Majesty has fallen 
into. It has been found, from experience, 
that ihe greater number of persons so af- 
fected have been cured 

A. — I iirmly biPeve that it decs ap- 
pear that the grcani inuuner of persoiui 
have been cured ; but my own experi- 
ence has nrit been great in that disorder. 

Q. — Can you form any judi,uin iit, or 
probable conjecture of tbi* duraliou of his 
Majesty's illness ? 

A.— I can form no judgment ol the pre- 
cise duration. In gcuerai I .‘^.hould judgo 
that the duration cannot be long. 

Q, ^Whether so far experience «n- 
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ables yott to judge of his Majesty^s dis- 
order, you think it more probable that 
his Majesty wjll, or will not recover so as 
to render hjra capal^le of attending to pub- 
lic business ? 

, A. — 1 feel in my own mind no doubt 
that his Majesty will recover, and be 
capable of attending to public business. 

Q.^What degree of experience have 
you had yourself in this particular species 
of disorder ? 

A.— Very little experience. 

Q. — Whether any amendment has al- 
ready taken place in the course of his 
Majesty ^s disorder, and whether the ap- 
pearance of such amendment cemtinues 
at present ? 

A. — Considerable amendment has^taken 
place in his Maj^y’s disoroer, and (he 
amendment still continues. 

DOCTOR ROBERr DARLWO WILLIS, 

CALLED IN AND SWOEN, AND EXAMINED. 

Q.— You are desired to acquaint this 
Board, whether the state of his Majesty^s 
health is such as to render him incapable 
of coining in person to his Parliament, or 
of attending to any kind of public busi- 
ness? 

A, — His Majesty is incapable at present 
of coming to Parliament, or attending to 
any public business. 

Q.— -What are the hopes you entertain 
of his Majesty's recovery ? 

A.— -1 entertain very confident hopes of 
his Majesty's recovery. 

Q. — Do you found the opinion given in 
your answer to the previous aUestion upon 
the particular symptoms of nis Majesty's 
disorder, or upon general experience in 
other cases of the same nature, or upon 
both ? 

A. — Upon both. 

Q. — Whether in that particular species 
of the disorder his Majesty has fallen into, 
it has been found from experience, that 
the greater number of persons so affected 
have been cured ? 

A. — I believe the greater number are 
cured. 

, (A.-— Can you form any judgment or 

probable conjecture of the duration of his 
Majesty's illness ? 

A.— I cannot. 

Cl. — Whether, so far as experience 
enables you to judge of his Majesty's dis- 
order, you think it more probable that his 
Majesty will or will not recover, so as to 
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render him capable of attending to public 
business ? 

A.-«l think it more probable that his 
Majesty will be capable of attending to 
public business. 

Q, — What degree of experience have 
you had yourself in this particular species 
of disorcier ? 

A. — From my earliest infancy I hdd 
opportunities of observing complaints of 
this nature, as long as I remained under 
my father's roof. During the last two 
and twenty years I have seen a great 
variety of cases of this nature in private 
practice. 

Q.— Whether any amendment has al- 
ready taken place in the course of his 
Majesty's disorder, and whether the ap- 
pearance of such amendment continuer at 
present ? 

A. — A very considerable amendment 
had taken place in his Majesty's disorder, 
which continued when 1 left Windsor this 
morning. 

COUNCIL CHAMBER, WHITEHALL, NOV, ^ 29 , 1810 . 

DOCri'OR MATTHEW BAILLIE, 

CALLED IN, AND SWORN, AND EXAMINED. 

Q.— You are desired to acquaint this 
Board, whether the state of his Majesty's 
health is such as to render him incapable 
of coming in person to his Parliament, or 
of attending to any kind of public busi- 
ness ? 

A. — I think his Majesty is at present 
incapable of coming .to Parliament, or of 
attending to any public business. 

Q — What are the hopes you entertain 
of his Majesty's recovery ? 

A. — 1 think it highly probable that his 
Majesty will recover, 

j Q.— .jDo you found the opinion given in 
your answer to the previous question upon 
the particular symptoms of his Majesty's 
disorder, or upon general experience in 
other cases of the same nature, or upon 
I both ? 

A.— 'I found the opinion which 1 deli- 
vered as an ansAver to the second question, 
upon the consideration of the symptoms of 
his Majesty, upon perceiving no failure in 
the faculties of his Majesty, upon the 
soundness of his Majesty's constitution, 
and upon the resemblance which his pre- 
sent illness has to wdiat 1 have heard of his 
former illnesses of the same character. 

(To be continued,) 
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Thus, the measure of non payment originated 
Speech in the House of Cointnoris, 2*2iid Nov. 1797. 

lOSDj 

PAPER AGAINST GOLD: 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OP TUB 

Report of the BulKcn CemmitUe: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THB 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 

Letter XIX. 

The Reas^ for the Stopple, ^ or Ratrie* 
tion. Act — Mr. Pitt and hu Adherents re- 
present it as qf short duration^Mr. For and 
others foretell that it wilt neotr be repealed-^ 
The dates qf the several renewals qf the Act-— 
Pretence for the first renewal— Resolution of 
the Bank Directors — Report of the Secret 
Committee — J*tetence for the second renewal — 
Exposure qf this by Mr. Hobhouse—Misera* 
hie answer qf the. Minister— Mr. Tiemefs 
exposure of the whole thing — TAe measure 
traced to the end qf the last War, 

Gentlemen, 

The task first to be performed, agree- 
ably to the conclusion of my last Letter, 
is, to point out to you, and I flatter myself, 
to your children's children, those persons, 
who bore as distinguished part in the dis- 
cussions of the Stoppage, or Restriction, 
Act ; and, especially to show you, that 
that Act was not a thing that came like a 
flood or like thunder, as Mr. Huskisson 
appears to wish us to believe ; am) that Us 
duration was a circumstance which was 
not only foreseen but distinctly foretold 
by several of those persons, who, by the 
party to which Mr. Huskisson belonged, 
were represented as the enemies of their 
country. 

The Bill was, as we have seen, brought 
into the House of Commons on the 9th of 
March, and became a law on the 3rd of 
May. Between these days there were 
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several debales upon the subject; and, 
you will now see, whether, as Mr. Hus- 
kisson would have the public believe, 
there was nobody that could foresee, or 
dreasn of, this long continuation of the non- 
payment of cash at the Bank. Justice !• 
the dead as well as to the living, as was 
before observed, demands that me truth 
of this fact should be well known ; but, 
besides that, the knowledge of the truth 
here will be of great utility in the guiding 
of our judgment for the future. 1 shall,' 
therefore, give the very words of thfi seve- 
I ral sneakers upon the subject, just as they 
stand ill the Reports of the Parliamentary 
Debates of that time ; and, that any one 
may, when he pleases, examine into the 
correctness of niy statements, 1 shall give 
the date of the Debate from which 1 make 
my quotations. 

Mr. Pitt and his adherents held a Ian* 
guage of great confidence in the solvency, 
and even in the wealth of the Bank Com- 
pany. You have seen, that the first Act 
of Slippage, or, as it is called, of Restric- 
tion, was to last for only fifty two duys,^ 
which, of itself, amounted to a declaration, 

I that the Bank would be able to resume 
I thdr payments in a short time; and, 
during the debates upon the bill, in its 
several stages, every thing was said, that 
could be thought of by the Minister and 
his adherents, to cause the public to be- 
lieve, that the suspension of cash-payments 
would be very sliort indeed. In.^ the de- 
bate of the 23 rd of March, Mb. Wilber- 
FORCB said, that, *' Gentlemen did not 
consider how much of this distress arose 
'* from the vciy nature of our commercial 
** dealings. Tfhe credit we gave was one 
" year, eighteen moiubs, or two years, 
** while we paid at six months ; so thgt 
in the progressive increase qf trade it was 
some time before the balance flowed' in. 
« The had effects were past, the sood were yef 
to come.** On the 24th of March, Mr. 
Pitt said, that, ** as to the exact period, 
'**he could make no positive conjecture : 

for he felt it difficult to say, whether 
'' one month, or two, or would bo 
2M 
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' better. But when he reflected, that it 
must require %Dme lime for money to 
circulate back fronni the country to the 
** Bank, ar^d also ito be refunded from 
‘‘ abroad^niVid from all the other sources, Iroin 
jA^hich its wealth may be derived, he 
“ could not entertain a iirm hope that the 
“ restoration of the Bank could b« other 
than gradual, he would, therefore, limit 
the operation of I he present clause to 
the i?4.ih of June 17<)7.’' On the 2(tth 
of March, Mr. Li-uboc.k said, that if ??o 
parikvlur day leas fixed, and the Bank 
began to pay specie without suc:h notice, 

** all w ould go on gradually and smoothly ; 
that he was convinced, with a very little 
assistance, that the Bank might go on as 
** usual immediately, and discc^mit fre^ely ; 

if 3,000,000/. were added to ihcircapital, 

** it would enable the Bank to discount to 
** a much large r amount, which would 
more than accommodate the commercial 
world ; and he tvonld venture to be d — d, 

'' if such a sum uould not b»; .subscribed 
** in tweiilv-four hours; this would pul all 
** to rights,^* On the :Ost of IVlaich Mr. 
Pitt said, ** I.cavo the Bank and them to 
‘^exircise a discretion nmeerning it, 

** which, at all events, could do no tnjury. 

'* and might, iSiOre than prwbafdy would, 
lead to the attainment of thu^ uliich 
the right hc.nonrable gruMiman liimself 
seemed so anxious for, i ,\mc!\ , the re- 
storofion oj eash payu' ^iUs at the L\fiih,'* 
And, again, on the sinnc dr^y he raid: 

Pjob.tL’U then the cash in the Bank on 
** the 'J.Olli of Pebruai^^ was net ytt diiiii« 

** nislu'd — then if more cauh caine ri, it , 
would gradually enable the Uank to open ; 
ae^aln wul rLsninc its operatic rs ly t lose si\kv | 
“ and ‘u.wcssiie steps lehir/i ijould make a it'- \ 

** siii/ipiion saft'd^ On the same day, [ 

Mr. bA^iC'CL Thornton, one of the Bank | 
Directors, said, in speaVing of the clause, | 
hit'll invites people to cany gold to 
posit in the Bank, that, ‘'on ilio wli(»]c I 
he considered it as a mo^t imperiant ! 
measure, and that it uuuh! umb'e a.e BarJ' 
iQ resume its usual gem i at j-arments tong 
iintccident to the period f.xt cl for us rr- 
“ evvery.” Thus, all of them ^|'okc cidier 
'of a gri dual or a speedy return to » . .,li- 
paynienrs ; and this last gciiiicnr a| 
uiO'^t brm .adli.-rt at of the Minisfrr, and a 
Bialik Director, expressed his opn/mti. that 
the Bank would bc eblc to pay' even l^/ore 
the expiration of the ffty tieo days, tor 
which the Act was nude. 

Now, Gentlemen, bear the cth.;r side. 


Yx)u have heard the Minister Pitt and his 
adherents. Now hear Mr. Fox and those 
who stood with him. But, above all ih'npi 
mark the words of Mu. Fox. Look at Ins 
predictions; and, 1 need not point out to 
you how cx,»ctly they have been accom- 
plbbcd thus far, and how manifest it is 
that the rest arc in the %vay of speedy ac- 
compli'iljinciit. Mr. Fox is no more ; 
but his words will never die. The evils 
he foretold, and that he laboured to pre- 
vent, have all come upon us, or now me- 
nace us with hoi rid aspect. 

Ill the debate of the 7th of March, Mr. 
TIobhocsk said : “ But we are told that 
** this bill is to exist for a short time only. 
Has the Right honourable Chancellor of 
the Kxche(|uer considered wliatis like.y^ 
to take place when this bill shall ex- 
“ pire? Wdl not the holders of Bank ol 
** England notes, the very moincnt that 
“ the suspension of jiayment in specie i* 
atun end, rush in large bodies to the Ikin': 
and demand specie F Having been oi’.co 
deluded, will they ever expose them- 
“ selves to the risque of being deluded a 
second time ; having once lost the oppor- 
iiinlty of conserting iheir notes into 
sprcic by Vi sudden and unexpected 
** Older of Council, iv ill they ti'cr voluntarily 
** hieomc h Jdcrs of such notes rigam? 'I'he 
“ least wound given to public credit is not 
‘^easily healed: public confidence mice 
lost, is not easily recovered." \\’hat 
Mr. Ntcuoli s said, in ,tlie debate of the 
'JLkul of PdiTc'li, we have seen in the Motto 
to l.eUcr XVll*. Tn the same ilcbate Mr. 
Fox v.nd that, “ He Knew not w'hat the 
dural cO:i of the bill was iiuenddl to be, 
" whether for three weeks or for three or 
‘‘ .MX months. ; but this he kiitw, that tlie 
lu'igcr tha duration, the greater our dif-> 
^^fiCuUy ivGuld he; and he must be a san* 
** gninc. man indeed, if he thought the 
** country would not bp ruined in its cre- 
" dil, if this bill continued for six or eight 
" month:*. There were some persons who 
" confesiA'd that tUi j evil could not be re- 
moved during the ivar : he agreed with 
" than; but he douljted whether it could 
he removed F-VKN IN Pi'lACE, unless 
that deniable event should take place 
j “ very soon. Every hour that it w'as dc- 
laved diminished our chance of remov- 
" ing ihe c \l?mity. If we had not peace 
” in the .spring of 17^77, what should wc 
" in the culumn? This was a question 
“ which (iid not depend on the taking of 
'' a town, or a fortre^^. An enumeration 
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of many fiucccsses in that respect would 
be of 110 avail. This was a time in 
'* which we should not conceal any thin^ 
** from ihc public. A now loan of several 
millions was specilily warned, which 
" ceitainly would not tend to improve the 
" situation of paper cieiht. ife could not 
'' bring himsell* to statr (he ciran/tstnnces of 
'' thh cowuty icHhout the most painful anx- 
iel^. The House oui^ht to consider that 
tins country w as now on the brink 0l a 
" dreadful precipice, and that oiu? false 
" step might ihroiv it into a gidph out oj 
xehich it yievir could rise” In the same 
debate, in answer to a rcmaik of Air. Pitt 
** that an inacuhc of Hank noUs wawXd haste?. 

“ the period of cash- piipncnts,” Ma. Fox said, 
that ** to say that paper ditlered from the 
nature of every thing else, and *hat it 
was valuabie in proportion as if xia; ph'nti- 
and nor it. was fare; ai.d that <!ie 
abundance of paper would iiK hue people 
not to hoard ifiiineas, but would inft'ice 
" them to cfli /j/ than to the Isank, were pro- 
posiitions so inconsisfc’iil wiili sound iva- 
soni'i", that he was a.slnmicd of calUng 
** up prmciph's so mcp'ly clemtrntary, 
and which 'verc' us clear as the simplest 
propositions of mathematics. In the 
same debate, Mr. Sin.RioAN said, that 
The':c w'ouhl be no end to the bill, should 
it be carrjed into e licet, lie would rc- 
peat, therefore, what he had said before, 
that it would be better to suspend the 
proceeding altgoethcr, than lo hazard 
** the evils win'll! its enactment, without 
** the prospect of a limitation, would pro- 
'' duced' Id ll»e same Debate, Sir Wil- 
liam Pli TENr.Y siiid ; Does any man, 
“ in bis senses, imagine, that, if this stop- 
page of payment in specie is to be of 
lonif duration, that the merchant will not 
advance the price ol his foreign articles ? 
" This appears to me to be a great evil ; 
** and I have no idea of absenting to any 
bill of this kind, unless the duration be 
** fixed, and irrevocabltf limited to <t short 
** period f In the Debate of the 24th of 
March, the same gentleman, Sir William 
PcLTENEr, said, that he was of opinion 
" that the longer the period was, the 
** heavier would our clilTiculties grovi It 
** was useless lo say, that cash might fiow 
back fiorn {he country and from abroad ; for, 
while we were waiting for that reflux of 
** specie, our destruction niust ensue ; it 
" was impossible to restore the Bank by 
the balance of trade to vs'hich the right 
** honourable gentleman, Mr. Pitt, a!- 
“ luded* Tlie theory was falw:. and no- 
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'' thing solid could be expected from it* 

“ Three weeks had alrcAdy been given 
« the Bank, and he wdling to grant 
it one month mo^c ; if, liion, it could 
•' not pay, we nnM look for some other re* 
fHtdj/ : for tlial now proposed would l*o. 
foiiml of no aval!. ^ V\ e should be onh; 

“ compelled to prolong he restriction from one 
** junoii to another, till our paper met th^ 
of the I ’rench assignats,” 

Such, (icnllemcii, were the opinions 
expivs-^ed, upon this part of the subject, 
when the cash-stopping bill wai« lirat be- 
fore the House of Coiiimmis. You see,' 
then, that, while Mr. Pitt and his ad^ 
Invents were full of conlklcnce of the 
Bank beirig able <o return to its payments 
ill cash ; liik: tlicy saw no danger at all 
from tli;s m..a‘>urc ; while they thougbr. 
that, liiviti^tini! cuiitaincc* m the act 
ior people to bung money into the Bank 
Shop nouhl nga n fill the Shop with real 
tre:isure ; while thoy, and c.->pccially 
Mil Wii.nr.RKO,’ic'E, iloscrilnd the Stop- 
page of cash-paynn nt.s lather as a sign 
o{' prosper tty and riclKs than Ihc f'ontrary ; 
while the)/ did not, as AIk, Hi skisson says, 
dream oi‘ ilk Ail being continued for a length 
of lime ; while opinions, or, at least, 
tlicir declarations, w’crc of thi.s s(ut, ihc 
declarations on the olbevside of the House, 
the declarations of those whom this 
“ rrsosi thinking” nation xvovld not helievc, 
the declarations ofthosewliom this “ jno.st 
thinking*' nation were iierMiadcd to look 
upon ns its enemies and as the friends of 
Fftincc,* were just tiie conlrary. Air, 
I'ox and lii.s party not only fore.saw, but 
l\\cy foretold, what has since come lo pas>;. 
They said, that, if the Act was once passed, 
it must go on ; and they gave reasons, for 
their opinion ; reasons that were not ai- 
tenipted lo be toverset by other reasons, 
and that were opposed by nothing but 
abuse ov foul insinuation. 

Having now, as far as relates to this 
point, done justice to ihe parties who took 
a part in the debates upon the occasion 
reicrred lo ; having shewn that Jjr. 
Huskissox has not fairly represented the 
matter ; having shewn that Mr. Pitt and 
his adherents either meant to deceive the 
nation a.s to the ability and willingness of 
ihc Bank to return to pa\ uicnts in rash,, 
or were themselves ignorant of the natural 
oonse<|Ueiiccs of the mcasoir', and lhatthey 
liad either less since/ ity or Uss knowledge 
than their opponents ; having placed th'tt 
2 Al 2 



1095] POUTlCAt REGlSTli 

important part of the subject beyond 
the power of futuire aitrepresentation, we 
will now trace this famous Act of Par- 
liament though its renewals, from 

its first passing to thdlp^esent day. In 
the* whole, there have been Six Acts, 
passed; the original Act, of which the 
several clauses are mentioned in Letter 
XVI/ page 009, and fibs Acts pf Renewal. 
There are, in some of these five, trifling 
deviations from the original Act ; but, these 
are very unimportant. The great provi- 
sions about stopping cash-payments, about 
protecting the Bank Company against the 
demands of their creditors, and about the 
protection from arrests in individual 
cases, are all preserved, are now In full 
force, and, therefore, the alterations of* no 
material consequence. 

We bave seen the title and preamble of. 
the Act before, at page 906, and it will 
be best^ before 1 offer you any observa- 
tions upon the reasons^ which, at the 
ditierent renewals, were stated in justifica- 
tion of the measure, to furnish you with 
the dates of the six Acts, that you may, if 
yoiir affairs should require it, and oppor- 
tunity enable you to do it, refer to these 
Acts yourselves. 

Thb Fikst was passed in the 37 th 
year of the reign of George III, and is, 
of the Statutes of that year, Chaptev 45. 
The date, according to the common way 
of dating, is 1797, and on the 23d of May. 
To continue in force to the 24th of June, 
1797 ; that is to say, for only "‘Jiffy 
days. I 

Tub Second :> 37 year George III, 
Chapter 91. That is, in 1797 ; and the 
day when the Act passed was the 22od 
of J une ; to continue in force UiU one f/tonih 
qfter the commencement of the then next Ses- 
ikn qf rarliamcnt ! Mark this. Sec what 
a Veap was taken. But you will see a 
pcater presently. 

Tnn Third; 3S year George III, Chap* 

2 Tim That is 1707 ; and the day when 
e Aei was passed was the 30th of No- 
Tember; to contiiwe in force one 
man^ conclusion of the then war by a 

JffbaibH ttom of peace! Bravo ! Scehow it 
gains strength as it goes. Give them an 
and theyMl take an elt/* says the 
<feld proverb* But, we have not yet seen 
the boldest leap. This Act; mind, was to 
•I. V90||tN( Ibo Bm *iiU$ha tndtfthe war; 
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and the reasons for that we shall see by* 
aiid-by. 

The Fourth (Peace w(a now come, ob- 
serve) : 42 year George III, Chapter 40. 
That is, 1802; and the Act was passed on 
the 30th of April ; to continue in force 
(though peace was made) till the Ift of 
March, 1803. Wc shall by-and-by, sea 
the reasons that were given fur this. These 
reasons are the interesting matter. 

The Fifth (Peace still continuing) ; 45 
year George III, Chapter 18. That is, 

1 803 ; and the Act was passed on the 
28lh of February ; to continue in force 
till six weeks after the coitmencement if the 
then next Session of Parliament. Tliis was 
the second renewal after the end of the 
war. The second renewal during peace. 

The Sixth (War was now begun a^ain) ; 
44 year George III, Chapter . That is, 

1 803 ; and the Act was passed on the 1 oth 
of December ; to continue in force till six 
MONTHS after the conclusion of a definitive 
treaty' of peace! 

This last. Gentlemen, is the Act which 
is now in force. This is the Act, which 
now protects the Bank Company against 
the demands of the holders of their pro- 
missory notes. This is the Act, which the 
Buli.ion Committee recommend to be 
repealed in such a way that the Bank Com- 
pany shall be compelled to pay again in 
cash in two years from this time. You will 
now bo so good as to recall to your minds, 
that the main question for us to determine 
whether, if such a law were passed, it 
is likely that it could be executed : in 
other words; whither it he likely that the 
Bank Company will ever again be able to pay 
their notes in money. This is the main 
question for our determination, because 
upon that question hangs the whole paper 

syRtem ; and, in order the better to enaole 

ouraetvea to dtstermino that education, nnU 

also to complete the history of the Bank 
Company and the Bank Stoppage, or Re* 
striction, as they call it, we must now take 
a view of the REASONS, which, at the 
several renewals of the Stoppage, or Re- 
striction, Act, were,.urged injusSficaiion of 
the measure. 

The First Act was, as we have seen, 
proposed to the Parliament by the Minis- 
ter, and defended by him and his adhe- 
rents upon the ground of neemity. The 
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drain of cash was said to have been sudden 
and unusual, arising from fidse alarms qf 
invasion. The emergence was said to be 
temporaty. The stoppage was acknow- 
ledged to be a great evil; but, it W'as 
maintained,, that it was absolutely neces- 
sary, as the only means of avoiding a 
greater evil. It was, particularly by the 
then Attorney General (now Lord Eldon), 
and by the then Solicitor General (now 
Lord Uedesdale), argued, that the mea- 
sure was necessary to I he safety of the 
public creditor, or Stock-holder ; because, 
if the rim upon the Bank had not been 
checked by force of law, the Bank would 
have been totally ruined, and, of course, 
that the Stock-holder would have lost his 
all. 

But (and I beg you to mark it %vell) 
when the Second Act came under discus- 
sion, in June 1797, the Minister and his 
adherents began to hold a different sort of 
language, and to speak of the Act, not as 
the less of two evils, but rather as a mea- 
sure adopted from ckoice and not from mu- 
eessity. 'J his act, which vi^as the first act 
t>f renewal, hud lor its fore-runner, a cor- 
respondence between the minister and 
the Bank Directors. His letter to them 
was dated on the twelfth of June, and 
their answer on the thirteenth. These 
letters having been prepared, he, the mi- 
nister hirnseff, moved, in the House of 
Commons, on the fifteenth of June, that 
the said letters should be laid before the 
House, which was done. And, what do 
you think, <Jenllemcn, that these letters 
container] ? Why, the minister's letter 
told the Lank Directors, that he did not 
think that it was expedient, that they should 
begin again to pay in cash, at the time 
specified in the first act of Parliament ; 
and they, very submissively, acquiesced in 
the fHimster^s opinion / Now, pray do not 
laugh. Gentlemen ; for, you will find in I 
the end, it is no laughing matter. | 

These ttvo Letters, and nothin; in the i 

world besides, were made the ground of a 
legislative proceeding ; made the ground, | 
4 ^nd the sole ground for continuing, for 
five months longer, an Act of Parliament. : 
which protect^ the Bank Company . 
against the demands of their numerous 
creditors, the holders of their notes. In ' 
the coarse of his speech the Minister, the 
" heaven-hom Minister,'* said, that he 
'' had the sauqfaction to say, that there 
" was in the affairs of the Bank, witl: re- 
<5 gard to themtaus of payment in cash, 


imprmemcM that was highly consoling, and 
'* that the a/pre/ienston of^heir not recover- 
ing their ability to pay in the accus- 
** tomed manner had been greatly exagge^ 
rated, when thg^lbject fifstcame be- 
fore the Housel^ He said, in another 
part of his speech, that he was itill 
'' anxious to come to the terminatiuu of 
the restriction ; and, although that 
“ could not be on the day appointed, yet 
** it was a satis/uetton to the public to find, 
that the inconveni^cc of the measure 
was much less than had been foretold ; 
'' and tliat, indeed, the consequence of 
** tite measure had been the rererse of what 
** had been predicted by its opponents." 

WTithout more ado the bill was brought in, 
and Vas passed, as we have seen, in seven 
days afterwards, without any further de- 
bate about the matter. Four fifths^of the 
House of Commons were still at the back 
of the Minister ; he appears to have lost 
not a single vote in consequence of the 
state to which it was now iii.miiest he had 
brought the affairs of the nation ; there 
were still the same majorities for him ip 
the House, and there was still the same 
shouting for him at Lloyd's ; the majority 
i of the nation, partly from folly, partly 
from fear, partly from the iriffuence oC 
the paper system, were still as loud in bis 
praises as ever, and Mr. Fox, apparently 
wearied with exertions which afforded no 
hopeVf success, left the people to feel the 
ei&cts of their infatuation. 

• 

But, when the Third Act came to be 
pasSed, in November 1797, a little more 
^ preparation was necessary ; and it was 
also necessary to find out new reasons, a 
quite new doctrine, in justification of it ; or, 
to acknowledge, at once, that the Bank 
was unable to pay. The refusal to pay 
their notes in cash had now lasted tor 
nine months; the alarm qf invasion was over f 
I and, it appeared difficult to conceive any 
' reason whatever for the continuation of 
Uie Stoppage, or Resrnction Act, other 
than that of the inubiluy of the Bank Com- 
pany to pay their notes in money. Other 
reasons were, however, found out ; bulU 
by way of pr eparation another SECRET 
COMMITTEE was now appointed m the 
House of Commons, which Committee 
were, as we shall see, the vehicle through 
which the new doesrtnes first made their 
wXy into that House. 

This Committet, by the hands of Mn. 
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Charles Bragce (now Bragge Bathurst, 
a«(< Member tor Bristol), made their Ile- 
porl to the House on tlie I7ih of Novem- 
ber, 17!’»7^; yid, I wiy venture to say, that 
a more curious do(:u||fl||. never was pro- 
duced ill the W'orhl.^Bvcry syllaKde of 
it IS worthy of your atteniioii ; and 1 hrg 
ot you to go carefully ihiough it before 
you proceed any furtlier. The Report 
was, in part, groumled upon a Copy of a 
ItexoliUiofi of the Bank Directors, which hart 
been passeil some time before, and which 
was laid hefi're this Commiitce of Se- 
crecy. I shall insert tins Rcsohilion first; 
and I must again be^c•ech you to read 
every word of both documents with at- 
tcniioii ; for, you may be well asaured, 
that the whole world never saw such do- 
cuments befoie.* * 


^ Cepy of a Yitsohtion of the Court of 
Directors of the Dunk. At a Court of Di- 
rectors, at the Bank, on ’khnrsday the 2hth 
Octoija, I7‘n. 

Rrsocvio. — 7’Iiat it is the opinuui of 
this (’mirt, 'Phat ilio (Governor and Com- 
pany ef the Banic of England are cnabUd 
to isyac specie, in any manner that m ly he 
d. erned nec essary for the atroiiiniodation 
of the [>ublic ; and the (.'om t have no he- 
sitation to declaio, that the affairs tf the 
Bank arc in fuch a state, that it can with 
srfty resume its accustomed functions, if ih^ 
JfoUtical L'ircumstnnces of the country (fo not 
rindtr it ituxpidfcnt : hut the liiiiciors 
docniiiig \{forni(n to ihur provime to judge 
tf ihtic points, ♦vi'ili to submit to the ivisdom 
if Cai/iannni, w lie her as it ,has l^ceii 

ONCi: JUDCI'I) PROPER TO LAY A 

RKSriiKTlON on the paynienis of the 
Bank In cash, it may, or may not, be prii- 
dent to continue the same. 

Mr. Lliaiii ellor Pill said, that it was his 
intention fust io move that tlie Report of 
the Secret CommitVee bo prinieil, in order 
th’at ail tlie nicmbeis niiglu lime the satis* 
facl.’^ni ol informing theui'.i-lv' s n* detail oi 
s^ateni'ents so very phasing and important; 
bill as jV would take some time to have it 
piintiMl, \v: irustetl that those gentlemen 
who had nou’^ heard the Report read wouhl 
tfi.nk w'i’h him ih.it, after the full exami- 
nation the subject had undergone in the 
Conimitiee ; after the clear and dedded 
opinion that CoiunutU^e had pioiiiuniced 
upon n ; and aliei the distinct s ateoi' nt, 
liot only ot them but of th* Bank l)i- 
rectors ; it \Lou>d be unnecessary to det.unthe 
hairiness uiirely on aceonnt qf the prniting; 
dnd that it would be proper to proceed 


This Report, this matchless, this im- 
mortal Report, having been laid before 
the House, having Geen submitted '' to 
“ the Wisdom of Parliament,” the 
** heaven-born Minister” rose to move, at 
once, without any time for printing the 
Report, to bring in a bill to extend the 
dmation of the Act of Stoppage, or Re- 
striction, as it is called. He said, that he 
would, however, move for the printing of 
the Report, ** in order that all the Meni- 
*' hers might h.ive the satisfaction of in- 
forming theiiKselves, in detail, of state- 
" ments so very pleasing and important ; 
" those gentlemen, he said, who had now 
“ heard the report read would think with 
“ him that, after the full exnmiration the 
“ .subject had undergone in the Commiitce ; 
“ after the char and decided upinian that 

‘jjithoiit delay to the object of' that Report ; 
ind move Jor leave to bring in a lull Jor that 
purpOjC, He avowed that the lma^u^e he 
meant now to propose was not confuiid to 
the strict terms of the former bill ; but 
would move on the prmci,de that, as the 
country ''as pecubaily circumstanced, it 
would be advi.'»ea]dc to continue the le- 
.sti'iction a.s long as the present contest 
continued, or at least us long as that con- 
test continued in the shape and with the 
aspect it now bore, reserving however to 
Parlianiimt the right to restmd the mea- 
.siire, and to limit, to qualify, or totally to 
annul the i'e!»tri(;tions, as fuime circum- 
stances might induce them in their wi'td'.m 
to tliiiik necessary. 7 he llou^e wou d 
readily conclude that it iiuisl always be 
hi.s wish, as it must be iheir own, to lestore 
the issue of money fiom the Bank to its 
forniei situation ; but tlicy would also con- 
sider that their Cwiitinumg the resii ici-oii 
could not reasonably produce the least 
alarm or apprehensii n, since they had 
now indisputable evidence before them that, 
so far fiom the gloomy predic tiunsof those 
gentlemen who said that neither the Bank 
nor the national t red ft could survive the mea- 
sure, being verified, both had rapidly risen t0 
the high condition oj prospeiuy which had just 
been stated— -’ aivS tliat iiwt one ot those in- 
conveniences which had bten so conti- 
dently predicted to result from the re- 
striction, iiad even yet arisen toju.stify the 
apprehensions of those who at first so vio- 
lently uppo-ed that measuie. He the re- 
fute wou.d move for leave to continue the 
resiiivtion ; but before he did s«> he must 
premise that some of the piovisions would 
require amendment. The House would 
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Committee had pronounced upon it; 
and after the distinct statement not only 
‘'‘of them but of the Bank Directors; it 


sec liow low the lulvanceR to governmtnt 
had been reduced but they would hardly 
fed that the customary advances the 
Bank upon the lan<l and malt duiies ought 
to be prohibited ; yet as the law now stood 
they would ; it theretbre would be neces- 
sary to open the bill in that respect. He 
then moved. That leave be given to bring 
in a bill to continue the provisions in the 
lormer hill, for restraining cash payments 
at thf Bank, and to amend and continue 
the otl'.er providons in the same — whicli 
WL*o granted con. 

The Cumriitirc of Su’rnyj iinp)i‘Hi.:d to en- 
(fti} rc ivhetlicr it maybe i^j^icditni farther 
to continue the liesh contuiKcd in 

/tkio actSy made hi the biSt Session of Pur- 
lifwuniy respectin’^ juiymcAis in Cash by 
the Bank ; have eeijuifcd accurdifigly, and 
a;;reed upon the foUozi'iu^ Uepnrt ; vh. 

Your ComiiiilUo have, hi^thc ftist place, 
s*xaniiiic(l the toi.ii aiiiouiit ol' out -stand mg 
demands on the Bank of laiglaml, and of 
the t'urul> lor <hh(diarging die same; and 
find, from the exaininatioii of tlie («ov<r- 
nor and JX'puty Ciovemor of t!*o iJank, 
and tlie documents produced by theiii, 
lhal the total •ai»i<)unr ot out*>l.indi}ig <ie- 
mands on the Bank was, on the i iih day 
of this instant iSovember, l7/)7^^d»IO/. ; 
and tliat the total amount of the funds for 
discharging the same (without inchnimg 
the penuanent debt due from government, 
of 1 l,bvSb,S()(>/., which bears an interest of 
three per cent.) was, on the same day. 
21 , ldK,t-d()/. ; leaving a baiance of sur- 
plus in favour of the .Bank (exelusiveof 
the above mentioned debt from Govern- 
meiit) i;f 3, fi 39, 5. ->()/, 

Your ('ommiit('e next proceeded to txa- 
miiic the principal articles of which the 
above mentioned sum of 21, l lH, l-()0/., 
being the ciedit side of the account, is 
made up, with a view of ascertaining how 
far the Bank might be enabled to resume 
its accustomed payments in cash, in ease 
the restriction at present subsisting sho Id 
be removed : and your Coiiimittee find, 
that the advances to Ciovernment have, on 
the one hand, been so much reduced, since 
thc^2^th of tVbruary last, as to amount, 
on the said llth day of this instant jS’o- 
vembcT, to no more than the sum »>f 
4*,238,t40/. while, on llie other hand, the 
cash and bullion in the Bank have increased to 


would he unnecessary to cU^tain the busi- 
« ness merely on accountofthe printing ; 
** and that yi would be proper to proceed 

an amount inore Ih^ff^Jive times the value of 
that at which they stood on the same oi>th pf 
Pcbruaiy last, and much above that at 
which they have stood at any time siner ih© 
beginning of September I7!)5.— Your 
Committee farther find, that the course 
of exchange with ll.imburgh is, at pre- 
sent, unusually favourable to this country, 
and that, from the situation of our trade, 
there is good reason to imagine it will so 
cOfHi:iue, unless polltiical circnir-staiicos 
diould occur toafilct it. — Your Conniiiltfo 
next proceede d to examine the iloveinor 
•and J)opnty Governor of the B mk, as to 
their opinion of tlu*. tnccnvcnienccwWwU may 
have arisen Irosu the icstiuhon imposed 
on the Bank from uiakuig payiniint iii 
cash, and ol the expedu/uy rf continuing 
such irtion : and your Committee find, 
that they arc not ai.are of uuy such incim- 
remrnccy and that they are supfiorted in 
that idea, by Uuovving that the bankers and 
tiad<*rs of i^ondoii, who had a right hy the 
act of Parlianumt to demand lluec fourths 
of any deposit in cash wliich they had 
made in the Bank, ol 500/. or upwards, 
huif only cluinud about one sixteenth i and 
yoia* Committee find, that the Court of 
biiectorsoi the Bank did, on the 2(Ah of 
Getolier, 1797, come to a resolution, a 
copy of which is suhjviined to tins Report. 
— \mir (’ommittce iiaviiig (arther exa- 
mmcdtlic Governor and Deputy (.biveriior, 
as t^ wha4inay he. meant by the piditical 
circurn'tanres nientioued in tliai if'M>lution, 
find, that they imd-isiand by them, the 
stuU'of hosidity in win eh the nation is stilt in- 
quired, and pvjrticulariy such e.p|uehen- 
Moiis;K may he eiiieriained ol invasion, 
eiiher in Ireland or il»is countiv, logi llitr 
with the possibility ihere inav be of ad- 
vances being to be made from ilns lountiy 
to Ireland; and that yj-o/w //o'tf cucutu* 
stanas so explained, and Iroin the nature of 
the war, and the avo eed puipose oj the ene- 
my to attack this tountiy by means of pub- 
lic Cicdit, and to do>tjtss it m its Jiuauciul 
operations, tliey are leillo think that i» uitl 
he expe<iient lo ctuuinue the re .irjcoiwi 
now subii-irntr, wiih the reserve loi pai- 
li.il issijo, of c ish, at tlie discretion of the 
of ihe no me of lliit <f>oi.<'ucd in 
til** |)reMMil arts ; and that H ooiv he so 
rontiuijcd. Without infny to ihe n'dit cf. 
the Bunk, with an whnta^’.e to the nu urn — 
Your Cuinmiiiec, thcrcloie, having lakeft 
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without delay to the object of that Rc- 
port ; and mo^e for leave to bring in a 
" bill for that purpose.’^ He further said^ 
that it wasDnecessary to continue the re- 
striction during the %i’(#to defeat the object 
of the enemy, which was to destroy out crt* 
dit; that the further continuHtioo of the 
restriction could not reasonably produce 
any alarm or t,pprchcnsion, since they had 
now intlisptuubk evidence before them, that, 
so far from the gloomy predictions of the 
opponents of the measure having been 
'verified, the national credit had rapidly 
risen to the high condition of prosperity which 
had just been exhibited. At the end of 
this haranfjue, he moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for continuing the Stoppage of 
cash-payments, al the Bank,^ rtYl a f/iont/i 
after the conclusion of a definitive treaty oj 
peace; which, by the llepresentatives of 
•' tlie^/ios/ thinking people in the world,** 
was agreed to without a single dissenting 
voice ! 

When, however, the subject came to be 
di<«cussed again on the 22nd of November, 
the thing was not sutf Ted to pass oiF in 
silence. M«. Hobhousr observed upon 
the mttf doctrine^ which was now brought 
forward in defence of the meamre : ** He 
** reminded the House, that he had said on 
a former occasion that this would be tlie 
case ; and now the Minister w«is making 
** good his predictions, alledging as, a rea* 
** son for 80 doing, that the nature of the 
contest in which we are engaged de- 
** manded it, though this was no part of the 
** grounds for the former restric tion, • and 
though in comparing the war now with its 
•* nature at that time, it did not appear there 
** was any material difference. Why the na- 
tureof the war, then, made a restriction 
of six months only necessary, and its na- 
turc now made a retitriction during the 
contest necessary, he could not discover ; 
to him it appeared absurd and irrecon- 


into consideration the general situation of 
the country, are of opinion, that notwith- 
et^ding the aflfairs of the Bank, both 
^frith respect to the general balance of its 
accounts, and its capacity of making pay-* 
ments in specie, are in such a state that it 
might with safety rtstone its accustomed func- 
tions, UNDER A DIFFERENT STATE 
OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS; yet, that it will 
be expedient to continue the restriction 
now subsisting on such payments, for such 
time, and under such limitations, as to the 
vriidoin of parliament may seem lit. 


'' cileable to common sense and sound po- 
" licy/* What answer was given to this 
by the Minister? What answer could he 
give ? He had. in fact, nothing to say. 
He repeated all the former assertions 
about the riches of the Bank, though those 
assertions evidently made against him ; 
and, as to the main argument, what did he 
do, but rely solely upon the opinion qf the 
secret Committee, a Committee, who had, 
in fact, been chosen by his own adherents. He 
said : " As to the plan of continuing the 
“ restriction for the whole term ol the 
" war, the reasons for it being stated 
** distinctly in the Report of the Com- 
** mitiee, it was unnecessary for him to say 
** a word more upon the subject ; it would 
"be found there distinctly set out that the 
" Bank was in a state which in ordinary 
" times would enable it to resume its cash 
" payments and operations on the accus- 
" tomed scale. Put that the avowal of the 
" enetny to attack us through our finances, 
" and to ruin our public credit, was the 
" motive (he presumed a sutiicienily co- 
" gent motive) to inake an additionaf term 
" of* restriction ; and when it was ictneni- 
" be red that wo injury, nor coen inconve- 
" nience, had been sustained by the re- 
" striction hitherto, the House conM not 
" bat think it a suflicient encouragement 
" to adopt that now called for.** In a 
subsequent stage of the Bill I the next day, 
he said : " We were contending with an enemy 
" whose object was to attack « lie aedit of the 
" country, and to emburrtpfs its financiut ope* 
** nations. It was necessary to meet these 
" attacks in a manner that would defeat 
" the object of the enemy. The House 
" should lake every rne.ibure lo wwrd off 
" the danger, and the piesent was, iii his 
" opinion, the best that could possibly be 
adopted.** Mr. Hussey having pressed 
him closely upon this point, he further 
said, that, " It was necessary to hold out 
" to the enemy, that the country waspre- 
** pared to meet all tis efforts ff desperation; 
" but it did not follow that the restriction 
" would be continued during the whole 
" of the war. While, however, it was 
" pursued in its present shape, he certainly 
considered the restriction as absolutely 
" necessary.*' 

These miserable reasons ; these most 
pitiful pretences, Mr. Tierney exposed, 
in his speech of the 22nd of November, 
in a manner so complete, that one is 
shocked at the thought of the House af- 
terwards suiferUig the measure to proceed J 
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rvne cannot help wondering^ that the Mi- 
nister was able to sit and hear him ; and, 
it is impossible to feel any compassion for 
the people, who still supported and extolled 
iiini, and who richly merit all that could, 
or can, befall them from that cause, they 
having supported him with their eyes 
open, and against the clearly and ^loudly 
expressed dictates of reaeon and of truth. 
Mr. Tierney said : That the enemy 
^ would aim a blow at our credit and.fi- 
nances, all wouKl agree, for all modern 
wars have been without exception car- 
** ried on upon that principle. Modern 
** wars are made upon rcs<iurces ra- 
thcr than blood ; bur was tliis the 
** way to prevent the enemy from sne- 
cecding ? — most whimsical expedient f— 
In order to leave to the enemy no credit to 
•* attack, they destroy credit themselves. But 
0 ' at Ust they speak plainly, at last it 
comes our. that it w'iti distress the Jinan- 
** cud operations of ihe country ; and then 
they deliberately weigh and fi.id that 
« it wil' lie expedient to continue ihe rc- 
'' stncfion, with the reserve ojparti d issues 
** of « ash at the discretion of the Bank, 
and that it may he so continued with 
** adinntaiie to ihe nation, and without injury 
« fo the credit oj the Bank. I'his was the 
** result ot the < xainioation of the Gover- 
nor and Deputy Governor of the B^mk 
of England, * This was their advice. This 
precious plan, which tirst originated in 
the diabolical, hut fertile mind of that 
monster Koberspierre.'' 

Mn. Ticrney, in this speech, which was 
one of the best made upon the occasion, 
and to which 1 do not pretend to do full 
justice, then shewed how clear it was, that 
the Bank Company and the Minister went 
hand in hand through the whole of the 
transaction ; that their operations were in- 
tended to screen one another ; that the Bank 
Company called upon the Minister for 
protection; and the Minister made that 
the pretext for his propositions to Parlia- 
ment. He observed, that the principal 
reason for continuing to protect the Bank 
from paying their notes, came from the Bank 
Directors themselves, who, even before ihe 
meeting of parliament, had come to a 
resolution, that they were able to pay if 
ihe political circumstances of the country did 
not render it inexpedient, but that the stop- 
page of payments in cash having been 
ONCE judged proper, they submitted to 
the wisdom ^ Parliftment, whether it would 


not be proper to continue the same. 
" Thus/^ said Mr. Tiernby, ** the mea«* 
« sure of non-pay meiii artswa/tfdvvhh the 
« persons bound to pay ;** and j^rho. from 
the language of the Act, ihe world would 
believe were restrained against ihcu- will 
from paying. 

From the Report of the Secret Com- 
mittee, you will have perceived, that the 
Bank Company, this Company of Traders, 
were the chief source of (he Committee’s 
information ; for, the Cominitlec say, that, 
having asked them what they meant by 
those ** political cirewnstmu'es of the coun- 
try,” mentioned in their Resolution, the 
Bank people told them, that they alluded 
toMewor ill which the Country was en- 
gaged ^ Up2n this; aye upon ihis ground, 
suggested by the Bank Oonipany them- 
selves, did the Committee report, that it 
would not be safe for that company to pay 
its notes during the war; ami upon the 
same ground did the House of Commons 
come to a like dcteimiuatioii. 

Gentlemen, were nol these facts fresh in 
our inemorieH ; were they not capable of 
proof by living witnesses ; ii;iy, were 
they n«»t proved by the exisu nee of the 
A( t of Partiameiit, of which we are speak- 
ing, would they, could they be believed r 
Could they be believed to have taken 
place in any nation upon earth ; and, 
especially amongsta people, calling them- 
selves the most thinking people in tho 
« world ?” 

• • 

Thus have we traced down this Act of 
Stoppage, or Restriciion, ns it is called, to 
the end cf the last war. We have seen that 
its continuation was at last justified upon 
the ground of its being dangerous for the 
Bank to return to money- payments, 
DUKING THB ^?AR. And now we 
have to see what reasons were given for 
continuing the restrif-tion, or refusal to 
pay, AFTER THE WAR WAS OVER. 
But, this, by no means the least interesting 
part of the subject, must be reserved for 
another Letter. In the mean while, I 
* remain, * 

Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 

W**. COBIETT. 

State Prison, J^ewgate, Tuesday, 

' December l$i0. 
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SUMMARY OF POLII’ICS. 

• 

Portugal. The War. At last, 

then, it ^ppear^ ^ihat Massoaa Jias ac- 
tually begun his retveatt as will be seen (if I 
have room lor it) from the Ex ivaor dinar 
iruzette, published on M nnlay, tlie 3id 

instant, by our iVIinisrers. This intulli- 

gence, ihocj;;h, doubtle‘'S, the iinmediat 
t*ore*runiiei of the total disco. nfuui'e of the 
French, i.s not williout its suggestions of a 
Rprt not altogether con>.isUiit with the 
former reporis, leceivcd and believed in 

this country. ^-A vitrcat of the enemy, 

with so little los.s as that of MH) men, doc.s 
not at all cuiresijr n-J \viih the idea t-f liis 
liaving bta 1 A trap is a place 

out of wh.'L'ii tile [J uly I'dicii is not snp- 
?)o ‘ li to luivo the i-o-.v***' r- iri-.i!.!! •. 
\V!R'n any pas iy, jujIu. : hea^t or bu\J 
manvd in a lie. i.i- re ly w.v.i . Tmi* id^ 

doom at the b.mds oi ‘lie 1 .irty wno b • 
can- hi hun ; ho inereiy lo be v^\^ n ! 

out aiivo, or to be killovJ in flie trap. | 
What would any gimth man think, for in- ( 
stance, of his g inie-keeper, uhc, upon be- 
ing a.skcd where the vermin wvie which 
he had caught for the. last month, sliould 
tell him that they liad rcluiti l, or es- 
caped into the lovei.s, and were still at 
large, making their accusUmiod tuvasta- 
tions amongst the game, to protect which 
he was employed r — Father, tlieivlore, the 
fox, Ma>fte.n.i, was rot in a trap, * 4 jiid the 
accounts of the i\h>.ii.ng Pu.’jt ivere fal.sc ; 
or the nation will be jusidkal in sayiu*^ to 
Lord Talavera viha! a roumi y gentkmian 
Would naturally .^ay, m the ea.se above 

supposed, to his game-Kreper. Again, 

the noble Viscount bliiisc jf told us, in hi^ 
last olficiul dispatch Imt one, that the 
Frencli nruiy posscxjie I nu ground but that 
on iLKbicIi they stood^ which, indeed, seemed 
a little to favour the notion of a trap ; 
but, if it be true, tliat that same aimy has 
retreated several iniies, it must be true, 
that they had more ground than tiiat on 
which they .stood, or that they have gained 
nioic ground since. If, indeed, this fa- 
vourite expression was meant in a sense 
fllrict’y litoral, it would certainly be cor- 
rect; but, then it would etjually apply to' 
ertry ainiy, in every situation ; and, it 
would a[»ply lo the ])ukc of Medford a^ 
Well as to the beggar at one of his tenants 
doors. Mut, if to be umb r'Jtood in the 
u.sual sense, n.'uiu‘l\ , that of supposing 
possession to mean command of] or controut 
overt tlien, as was said before, the retreat 
of Masseua proves, that he was io posses- 


sion of more ground, and much more 
ground, than that on v. hich his army stood ; 
or, that he had gained such ground pre- 
vious to his retreat, and since the date of 
Lord Talavcra's former otlicial dispatch. 
^^riien, it appears to me, that the re- 
treat, if it has been etlected to any extent, 
shcw.s, that we had been mo.si grossly mis- 
led as to the eiiemy'.s stores and his means 
of subsistence ; ' lor, it the French had 
been, for tiio months without huad, how 
were they to be able to march ? And, if 
they had, for a like lime, been suiving 
down their Iiorsts, how were they to remove 
their cannon and their baggage ? It will 
not do In tell us, that they tilecled ibis 
by the nio.nis of oxen or bullocks, becau.se, 
tlieie .'ll!.* very lew of us who are (piite 
beaits f .j.Migii lo believe, that the French, 
pcirvci a as they are, would not rather 
make Use ot oxen and bullocks than of 
lu.r.si'>, ii.r ilie piirposo of making soup, 
l-jinei, tboi’cfoio, those stones about the 
French sipwm;*; down their horses to make 
shop wcic all titlsimods, f.iisfioods invented 
for till? sole ijurpose, in all probability, of 
ilecciviiig and cheating the people of 
England ; or, it will be iinj5o.Si;ilde to jus- 
tify the having jiud'ered the French to re- 
treat with such small im ans ol removal, 
without caplnring or de.^troyiiig the whole 
of them, instead of having captured only 
•100 men, -Another vu^w of the sub- 

ject remains to be. taken with reference to 
former opinions and declarations of our 
venal wiibors. When Ivord Viscount Ta- 
lavera was retn atiiig, and was followed by 
lVJa.-5'iena, llie.se veiral gentlemen assured 
us, that til e funner was driitving the latter 
after him; lint this was a plan settled be- 
fore hand ; ti>at to lay ivus/c the country 
was the true way o\' protuting the people ; 
and, tint, when, at the end of 400 miles 
of going on with the Frencli behind them, 
our army arrived at Torres V^edras, 
our general had obtained his object, had 
HCconiplUhcd his plans, had ellected pre- 
cisely ihc purpo.se, which, from the first 
day of the campaign, he had had in view. 
Now, if this was Due, if our having retreat- 
ed before the French was to be called 
drawing than after us ; and, if our having 
ftucrc. dod in drawing them for .so- many 
mill's, was to be looked upon as matter of 
joy to the nation and a subject of praise tet 
om commander ; if tins was the ( a«e with 
regard to our retreat, wliy may there not 
exist the same grounds for seif ('oiigratula- 
tioii oil the p.irt of the French upon the 
score of Massena’s retreat, whose march 
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Ooes not, in all probability, promise our 
allivs less of the protection to be derived 
from devastation than was aifbrded them 

in the lornier instance? 1 am, indeed, 

aware, that it may be said, that our pur- 
suit of Mcissena does not appear to be so 
rapid as Ins was of us \ that he does not 
succeed in drawing our army so fast after 
him as ours drew him after them; thatour 
general, more skilful than the Frenchman, 
pursues less in haste ; and that, thus, 
there is a material ddference in the cir- 
cuinsVances. liiU, wiili all due deference 
to those who make use of this argument, 1 
caiiiio« refrain finrn observing that I think 
it will not be denied, that, to beat, or to 
capture, Massena, w'e must first corue up 
tL'it/i him; We must first oieitake him; and, 

if so, we must hmlcn sodiier or later. 

We were told, that 'I'orres Vedras was the 
precise spoti wht're Loial Viscount ‘falavera 
wished to meet iMasscna in battle; that, 
it Av.ia for the puiposo of liixhting him 
there that the former aitfully drew the lat- 
ter after hnii. And, leaving tlie trap out 
of the question, for the pu seiit, we were 
told that our ar ny w\is grear!^ superior to j 
htn in /lUfuhns, liesiilt*. tin- i.n oeii'e adv.ui- j 
tifijes o| stoics and every tlniigelse. Now. 
if itie \ tiial wi ilcT'i did not tell the coun- 
try in this respect, if they did 

not deceive, alnise, and cheai the credu- 
lous people of this countiy, iihywas mt the 
hattU touiffu at that favourite, that chosen ^pot ^ 
Wh y WM'j lM:is>enn, w lio was there destitute 
of every thing ; whose men were running 
away from him ; who was in such a un- 
scrable horse-clewing plight ; why was he 
not, with a foicc and all sorts of means so 
supeiior possessed hy us, attacked and rap- 
tuiid or cut to pieces in that position, to 
druiv him to which bad ci^st ns 1-00 miles of 
as swift n retreat as was ever perfornu'd, and 
which hail cost onr allies die laying wasie, .a-i 
W'e were told, of the whole: rountry through 
wlncli the armies passed? Why, if what 
the venal gentlemen told us was true; 
whv, m that case was he not attacked 
time ; why was he. suffered to retreat and 
to get into another position, into a position 

not chosen hy our commander ? ^Either, 

therefore, what these venal peisons told us. 
with regard to the position of Torres Ve- 
dras having lieen chosen by Lord Viscount 
Talavera ; what they told us about that 
being the precise spot where he wished to 
fight Massena ; wh it they told us about 
the former having laid a plan to draxo the 
latter after him ; what they told us about 
the miserably destitute state of Masseaa's 
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army ; either all this was false, and in- 
vented,^ iii all likolihood, the purpose 
of deceiving and cheating and buoying up 
the people of this country ; ©r, it may be 
expected and demanded at the liamls of 
those venal gentlemen, that they will in- 
form us, why Massena was not captured or * 
cut to mince meat, or, at least, why he xeas 
not attacked in the position from which he has 

escaped, Instead of this, however, we 

hear from them nothing but sounds of Joy 
at his ret not ; and, which is very well 
worthy of observation, we hear the same 
souiiils from Lisbon, whence we before 
heard nothing but the most positive as- 
s'^runces that his escape was impossible. 
The public, the in<ultcd and abused and 
cajoled public, will bear witness, that this 
is the ianguaigc that wn have heard for 
nearly two months passed, lii every shape, 
in every lonn of words lh.it oar language 
will admit of, jt was aNserted, and tiiat, 
too, in the most imqualilied manner, that 
Massena could not get mvay : and ilui word 
escape was alivnys applieil to his case. 
Yel, behold! the same public now hear 
these same venal wnti’i s speaking in terms 
o\' eiuUation of tins same entrapped (Jenc- 
raTs 1 hey are over-joyed ; they 

iiie ** AO /fup/iy’* to tell their rcadei , ; so 
h ppy tocuiifirmihe ni'Vv?,thaiM.isstiia has 
begun hism/Y‘c^,' so full of exult ai ion that, 
thus fir, he has i tfe.ctcd that ei,cape, uhii h 
they post'ively assured us, which they did 
all imt tak^* ilndr oaths, to make us bciicvc 
'AS impossible f /Vfn r mis who is to be jntied 
that Becomes the dupe oft heir asseverar ions? 
But, sy uflcijhavc iht y' been dr tcrled and 
exposed ; so olie/i has their iirorary tur- 
pitude been Indd forili to public .scorn ; 
so often has it been gibbeted ; ih.it Ibcy 
are become callous, and llic public aie he- 
roine insensible to the exhibition. They 
have done all that in them lies to mnrdci 
ti-vth; have long bVcome dead to all ilu 
Icoling.s of shame ; and that ithey .still 
obtain readers, or countenance from any 
q uarter, is, perhaps, ns foul a reproach as 

ever any nation ciuJund. As to onr 

present prosjjtcts in Portugal, the Dispatch 
of Lord Viscount Talaveia, or at least, 
riial extract from it, which foims the Extra- 
ordinary Gazette, is judiciously silent. 
It does not repeat the statement, that Mas- 
sena possesses no ground but that on xchkh his 
earmy stands: and, indeed, it professes to 
knoiy lirtle cither of his ifiientioii.s or of 
his means of putting any design in exe- 
cution. It of reirforcernents, making 

towards him from mora thai^ one quarter^, 
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and it does not promise the preventing of 
these reinforcements from joining him. It 
does Aot say, that there is a probability of 
our being able to bring him to an en« 
gagfiment ; but, otie thing is quite certain, 
and that is, that if wc now attack him, it 
•must be in a position chosen hy him, and 

not by ui. These who think that going 

away boiu an enemy and letting that 
enemy follow you is the way to ^enthim, 
draw, iiofii Massena’s movements, no 
(xiiclusions to his disadvantage ; but, those 
wiio look upon retreating as a sort of dejeai 
m itself may reasonably congratulate the 
country upon the intelligence in the 
Gazelle, which, though not of a very 
iltcisive cjot ill general, speaks of one 
dearly conceived fact, namely, that 
‘Massetta actually retreated^^om^ leagues; 

and this is a fact of importance. To 

otk*r any opinion as to fuittre operations or 
eveffts is what I shall not attempt ; and, 
it w<j>dd have been much better for our 
army it other writers had observed the 
sjjT.e cyutioii. All that we can know 
cill'.er oi the real situation or of the pros- 
perfs of the armies is very little indeed ; 
and all that wc do know is much less; 
indeed it anjoiints at least to just nothing 
at all. Wc ntn'er know the truth but in 
the event; in the statement of what Ans 
taken place; and, it will be when the 
war shall have ended, when the restilt 
of all these retreats and pursuits shall be 
kr^own, and 7iot till then, that ive shall 
be able to pronounce with justice on 
the merits, or demerits, of the planners 
and executors of the war. If we, in the end, 
beat the Fr^ncii ; if we fintdly set Por- 
tugal free from their power, and leave it 
"in a state to preserve itself so; the war, as 
far, it is a mere question of war ; discon- 
nected from other considerations it will 
jiave been wise in the plan and swccestful in 
the execution. But, if we fail in this great 
ultimate object the plan will have been 
unwise, and the execution unsucces^ftd ; 
let the particular cause, or causes, and let 
the intervening operations be what they 
may. Wars between nations, like battles 
between individuals, depend upon the last 
blow ; and, it is only because the duration 
of the former is longer than that of the 
latter, that we dwell upon any part of 
them but the end. When years are gone 
by, and wc speak of a war from history, 
we look only at the rendt, and from that, 
and that alone, we denominate it su^cesi- 
fill, or unsucca^. The war against the 
United Sutei of America abounded in 


suaesses and in ** glorious 'victories,” on 
our part ; but, is there any man who now 
calls that a glorious, or a successful war ? 
Yet, during that war, as well as during 
this, there was a route about successes and 
victories; there were huzzain^^, and bon- 
fires, and firing of Park and Tower guns, 
just in the way as we have seen them 
during this and the last war. The truth 
is, that these intervening events answer 
the useful purpose of making the people 
lose sight of the nature of the contest, of 
its proTessed object, and, of so confuse and 
confound all their notions about, that, in 
case of final defeat, their mortification is 
assuaged and their anger blunted. The 
shout of victory buoys up their spirit for 
the hour, their passions get enlisted in the 
contest, and that, which, with nations, 
ought to be a matter of cool calculation 
of advantage.^ and disadvantages with re- 
gard to its liberties and its happiness, be- 
comes at last the food of prejudice and of 
faction, and, by dividing the people, bends 
them to quiet submission to whatever may 
happen in the end, and, in the mean 
while, makes them yield to the burdens, 
which war invariably brings upon them, 

• There is one reflection, which, though 

it naturally arises out of this subject, 
seems seldom to strike those who write 
upon the war in Portugal ; and that 
is, that this has its cofts,. besides those of 
life and limb. The cost in barns and 
houses and mills burnt or blown up or 
gutted or pillaged, of corn fields burnt, 
of mules and cattle and sheep and animals 
of all sorts maimed and devoured and de- 
stroyed, of a country laid waste and of 
families ruined fur ever; the cost of all 
these, as falling upon the People of Portu- 
gal 1 shall leave the People of Portugal 
to estimate. Buf of our own costs 1 should 
suppose that the amount could not now 
be less than a hundred thousand pounds a 
week, a sum adeejuate, or nearly so, to 
the maintenance of all the Parish Poor in 
England and Wales for the same space of 
time. Napoleon, we are told by our 
venal writers, makes his troops extort 
their support from the countries in which 
they are at war ; if this be true, it fol- 
lows, of course, that, in any event, we wage 
a very unequal contest with him in aU 
countries, and especially in Portugal, 
where besides provisions for our own 
army we have to find a part, at least, of 
those of the people of the country. 
Whatever else, therefore, we ought to wish 
for, it U certain, that wc ought SMSfainc* 
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iously to wish, that this war may be of 
short duration. 

King's Illness.— It was my inten- 
tion to enter fally into the questions, 
agitated in the public papers, since the 
last meeting of the two Houses, relative 
to the subject then debated ; but, want 
of room compels me to postpone the dis- 
cussion 'till my next. 

W”. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

December Af, 1810. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

England.—- King's Illness.— R eport of the 
Prit^ Council, qf the Evidence cf the 
Physicians, on the 2Sth and 29th qf No- 
vember, IS 10, laid before the two Houses 
on the 29th, 

COVMCIL chamber, VrillTEIIALL, HOV. 129, 1810. 

DOCTOR MATTHEW BAILUE, 

CALLED IN AND flWORN, AND 

(Concluded from p, 1088.J 
Q.-^\Vhether in that particular species 
of the disorder his Majesty has fallen into, 
it has been found from experience, that 
' the greater number of persons so aflfected 
have been cured ) 

A.— I believe that the greater number 
have recovered. 

Q. — Can you form any judgment or 
probable conjecture, Of the duration of his 
Majesty’s illness? 

A.— I can form no idea of the duration 
of his Majesty's present indisposition. If 
one considers what has taken place in his 
Majesty's former illness qf the same kind, 
it is probable that it may not continue very 
long. 

Q.— Whether, so far as experience 
enables you to judge of his Majesty's dis- 
order, you think it more probable that his 
Majesty will, or will not recov :r, so ks to 
» render him cap‘'.hle of attending to public 
business ? 

A.— I can perceive no failure of his Ma- 
' ' jesty’s faculties, and therefore I presume, 
if his Majesty slu>uld recover, that he will 
recover with the same capacity for busi- 
ness as before his present illness. 

Q — What degree of experience have 
you had, yoarself, in this particular species 
9fdisoid«i? ^ 

A-— My experieijrc has not been ex- 
, ^ tensive. 1 have been in budness for 20 
ijid have oc<.asioiially seen patients 
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aiHicted with complaints of ihg same gene., 
ral character as that of his Majesty. 

Q.— Whether any amendment has al- 
ready taken place in the course of his Ma- 
jesty's disorder, and whether the appear- 
ance of sueb amendment continues at pre- * 
sent? 

A.— His Majesty is considerably better 
than he was ten days ago. He is certainly 
somew'hat better than he was yesterday 
evening, and' perhaps a shade better than 
yesterday morning. 


Portugal.— JE r/rnordmflry Gazette, publish-. 

ed by the Government in England, Srd Dec, 

1810. 

A Dispatch,* of which the following is 
an Extract, has been this day received at . 
Lord Liverpool's olTice, addressed to Jiiq 
I.ordship by Lieutenant-General Viscount 
Wellington, dated Cartaxo, 21st Nov: 
1810. 

The enemy retired from the position 
which they had held for the last month, 
with their right at Sobral. and their left 
resting upon the Tagus, in the night of 
the 14th instant ; and went by the roarl ol 
Alenqucr towards Alcoentre with tlioir 
right, and Villa Nova with their left. 
They continued their retreat towards San- 
tarem on the following days.— -'Ihe allied 
army brqke up from their position on the 
morning of the 1 5th instant, and followed 
the march of the enemy j and the ad- 
vanccH guard was at Alenquer on the 15th, 
and the, British cavalry and the advanced 
guard at Azambnga and Alcoentre on tlie 
16th, and at this place on the 17th.— lix 
these movements they made about fouc 
hundred prisoners. — These troops have 
been followed on their march by Sir 
Brent Spencer's division, and the 5tii di- 
vision of infantry under Major-General 
Leith.— On the 17th I received accounts 
from Major-General Fane, from the lelt of 
the Tagus, that the enemy had constructed 
another bridge on the Zezere, that which 
had been first thrown over that river hav « 
ing been carried away by the floods ; and 
that they had on that day marched a large 
body of troops from Santarem to Golegao ; 
and I immediately passed Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Hill's corps across the Tagus at Va- 
lada, in boats which Admiral Berkeley had 
been »o kind as to send up the river to ai(| 
and facilitate theoperations of the 
Having advanced from the position iii 
which I was enabled to bring the 
to a stand, ajid to oblige them tq retire 
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without venturing upon any attack, it is 
but justice to Lieutenant- Colonel Fletcher 
and the OlVicers of the Royal Engineers, 
to draw •^’our LcTnlship’s attention to the 
ability and diligence with width they 
have executed tlie woiks hy whicii these 
positions have heon stiongtheiied to such a 
degree as to render any attack upon that 
line occupied by the allied army very 
doubtrid, jf not entirely iiopeless. W'e 
are indel)ted for these advantages to Lieu- 
tenant-Colone.l Fletcher and the Odicers 
of the Royal Engineers; among whom 1 
must particularly inentiuii Captain Chap- 
man, who has givin me great as^ist am c 
upon various occasions. — Y<Mir Lordship 
will have observed how much the eiKclive 
strength of the army in proportion to its 
total numbers has encreased lately. There 
IS no sickness in thp army of any import 
ance ; and above one half of those return- 
ed as sick in the military returns arc con- 
valescents, who are retained at Belem till 
they will have gamed suflicient ^ticngth 
to bear the fatigues of marching and of 
their duty in the field. Besides the Allied 
Army, your Lord sin p will obseive that 
an additional force had been provided ft oni 
the fleet ; and 1 lake this occasion of in- 
forming your Lordship that in every in- 
stance I have received the most cordial 
and friendly assistance from Admiral 
Berkeley, and the oflicers aud men of the 
sviuaJron under his command. Tlear- Ad- 
miral Sir Thomas Williams has even dune 
rne the favour to come up the Tagujf to su- 
perintend the passage ot Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Hill's corps over the river.-Lln my 
dispatch of the 201 h of Ootober, I in- 
foimcd your lordship, that the Marquis 
de la Roinana had joined the Allied Army 
in their positions in front of Lisbon, w'itb a 
considerable detachment of the Spanish 
army under his command ; he still con- 
tinues with us, and I receive from him 
much , valuable advice and assistance.— 
Throughout the period, during which vve 
occupied those positions, every thing went 
on'Vith the utmost regularity and to my 
satisfaction, notwithstanding that the force 
was composed of troops of various de- 
scripliuus, and of diflerent nations ; and J 
attribute these advantages entirely to the 
zeal for the cause in which we are engaged, 
and the conciliating ilisposition of the 
Chiefs and General Oflicers of thejarmie^ 
of the diflerent luiions: and I have no 
doubt that the same cordiality will prevail 
as long as it may be expedient that the 
armies should cpnMnue united.— Lieute- 


nant-Genoral Sir Brent Spencer and Ma? - 
shall Sir William C«irr Bi icsford, and the 
Officers of the Gem ral Siaft of the Army, 
have coiiiiinied to give me every assistance 
in their power. ’ 


Swr.DEN. The Hereption, lniniy;urn(ioii- 

(tad Speech of the JSctv Crourt Prince. 

Stockholm, Oct. .31. This day the de- 
puties of the Diet went to Drottningholm, 
to pay their respects to his Royal High- 
ness. 'I’o-monow, it is said, that Princo 
will make liis solemn er.lruncc into ihi^ 
(’apital. At mid-ilay there will be a 
levee, and in the evening a grand concert 
at (!ouvt. On the evening of ilie 2d Nov. 
iheievvill be a grand illumination in the 
city. On the .‘Jd, at mid-day, the oaih of 
fidelity and homage will be taken in the 
hall of the Diet, and in the evening, the 
Opera of (Justavns Vasa will be per- 
formed. (.)n the .Mh, his Royal IDghnt- ’ 
will liold a levee in the morning, and re- 
ceive cririgralululioiis; m the al’ternoe *. 
tln‘rc will*' be a c iiclc* at C.mrt, Chi the. 
iSth, the dis.solntiou of the Diet ; and on 
the <)lh, the usual discourse will be deli- 
vered at iw close. \^'hen the J^rince 
Royal came from llelslngbourg to Drott- 
ningholm, the people, iiupaliont to see 
him, collected in crowds upon the road. 
To accommodate the wi'»hes of tiie multi- 
tude, the Prince sevc.ial limes descended 
from liis cairiage, walked on foot a good 
way, and addrcs-»ed several Swedish 
words to the peasants and other persons 
who suiToimded him. Me lookup with 
him into his carriage .several (Governors of 
Provinces, in oroh. r to put questions lo 
ihem on the county ; Im listened with 
the greatest inferttit' to tlmir information. 
These marks of goodness excited shouts of 
joy; the cnthusiaMii was general. The 
w'eathcr lias been con'^taiitly favourable ; 
his Royal Highness enjoys the best 
health. 

November 1 . The ceremony of the pre- 
sentation of his Royal Highness the Here- 
ditary Prince, took place tins day with 
the greatest solemnity, in presence of the. 
as.seiribled Members ot ihe Diet. — His 
Royal Highness pronounced the following 
addreK.s 

Sire; — Li appearing this day before 
the throne of your Maje.siy, surrounded 
by the States- general of ilie realm, my 
first duty, as it is the firj>t wish of my 
heart, is to lay at your leet the puhbe 
homage of the sacred aud luviolable sen* 
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tinipiits, wliicli foi* life, atlocli me to your 
IMajesty. — 1 p?y tliis lionva«;e to my kin^, 
.Sire; Gut I also pay it to (he person of a 
prince, who, lotij; before he inoiinied the 
Ihrone, had ac^pured, by his virtues, the 
conliclencc an«i love of the nat’.on. In 
difticult rircnr.r-lauees, t!>e Slate has al* 
ways had refntirse to your Maje<;tv ; 
twice the Ihivuic was \acarit, and. twice 
your Maje-’ty pci formed the painful du- 
ties of royalty, without any otluir intevest 
but that of the public wf^al. ]^ut all at 
once broke forth one c»f those i evolutions 
which Heaven appears soniciimes to per- 
mit, as a lesson to princes; and the na- 
tion conjured your iNfajesty to place your- 
self on that very throne which von had so 
long detVnilcd. — I could never have fore- 
seen tliat I should one day he associated 
to destinies so glorious, and that your 
Majesty, afier having deigned to fix upon 
me. the sufrrage.s of your peoph*, would at 
last crown so many favours, fiy adopting 
me for your son. A title so dear, fills my 
soul with an ambition the most noble ! 
What am I not bound to do jo merit, to 
support that illustrious name which ymir 
Majesty has this day be stowed me ! 

It is not without great distrust of my own 
powers that I have accepted a task at once 
so honourable and so (liHicult. if 1 have 
been able to resolve iipoji it, it was only 
from thinking that 1 sliould follow in 
every thing the counsels of your Majesty, 
and that near you i should be instructed 
in the great ait of ryigning. Cod grant, 
Sire, that 1 may long enjoy your Icssoiis. 
God grant that the youthful mind of my 
son may he modelled after yours, and be 
penetrated with llie great examples whfcli 
your Majesty prc.<ents to hisdescendants. — 
Messieurs the Deputies ^>f the Nobilltj^ 
called to be the first Defender of the 
Throne and of ih<3 State, I trust that you 
will second me in that noble office. You 
know. Gentlemen, that primitive nobility 
was the reward of great services performed 
to the country : and what obligations are 
not they under to the State who enjoy by 
birth the lew.ards merited by thesr an- 
cestors ? 'I he sacrifice of their life, on 
every occasion, is the least of their dul.v3s ; 
It is only by giving an example of perfect 
disinterestedness by an entire submission 
to the King and to rhe laws ; it is only, 
in short, by living without reproach, that 
the nobility of your ancestors is really to 
be preserved. — Gentlemen, Meinbers of 
the Clergy, the sublime morality of the 
* 4iospel, which it is your duty to preach. 


should serve as a guide to all men ; it con- 
tains a lesson forkings and people : I shall 
with pleasure avail mysoU' of your infor- 
mation, and my heart w ll bo geat^d'nl for 
the good that you do indidnfing lik** good 
r«s»ors the precepts and the snremn s of 
the r.digion of Jesus Chri.sl. — Gentlcmeu 
15nr”cs?rs, industry, arts, and comnn rco, 
cn iure tfie prosperity of a state, as ihey 
increasi the happiness of iamilies in a free 
nation and under a just government ; ge- 
nius and talents lead to every tlong, and 
those who distinguish lliemselvcw, in your 
order, have great claims to the oslcem of 
the sovereign. — .‘\nd you, bra»e Swedish 
peasants, 1 iiave rvi'ry vvher.e heard pro- 
claimed the qualities which distinguish 
you ; ;md I with a pleading emotion 
tl»e particular consideralion which your 
country grants to y^. What, are not 
they highly worth those distinctions 
whose arms alternately support and <lc- 
fend the country ? Continue to honour by 
ymur labour and your virtues the aseful ami 
respectable order that you ibrm in the 
state- "S'our King watches like a father 
over your dearest interests ; his Majesty 
will permit me to ]>articipate in his tender 
solicitude, — It Is, however, to you all, 
faithful Keprrsentatives of tho Swedi-ili 
nation, that 1 address mystdf. I’he King 
deigned to propose me as successor to the 
throne ; you confirmed that choieo by an 
electinmfree and unanimous, and liis Ma- 
jesty this day imUssolubly binds the ties 
whicii already ?ittach me to- you. So 
many favours, such esteem and toiifidence 
impose on hie the greatest obligutiona ; 

[ feel tluimscn«lbly, and am iirmly resolved 
to fulfil them. IJied in camps, I bring 
you ii trank and loyal soul, an ah.solut<; 
devotedness In the King my augustFather, 
an ardent desire to do every thing for th«‘ 
happiness of my new country ; with such 
intentions, I hope to do good.-^Sound po- 
licy; that alone which the Dw s of God 
authorise, must have for its basis justice 
and truth ; such are the principles of the 
King: they shall also be mine. 1 have 
beheld war close at hand ; I know all 
ravages ; there is no conquest which can • 
console a country for the blood of its chil- 
dren shed in a foreign land. I have seen 
the Great I'.rnperor of the French, so 
often crmvned with the laurels* of victory, 
snrroiinde<l by Jiis invincible arinic.s, sigh 
after*ihe olive of peace. Yes, (/(uitlemcn, 
peace is the alone glorious ol>jcrt or a w’ise 
and enlightened Government ; it is not 
the extent of a .'^tate wiiich con^jiltutes its 
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force and indefMndence ; \i it its laws, its 
industry, hi commerce, and above all iu 
national spirit. Sweden, it is true, has 
sustained •great Ipsses ; but the honour 
of ^ the Swedish name has not suffered the 
least attaint. Let us submit. Gentlemen, 
to the decrees of Providence ; and let us 
recollect that it has left us a soil sufficient 
to supply our wants, and iron to defend it. 


PotiTVCAL.-^Di^tchafrom Lord Viteount 
Talavera ; and from Marshal Beretford, 
and Coi. Trant, up to the date qf 3rd Nop. 
\3\0,^-^Published hp the Gopernment in 
Enffland, on the 1 *^th Nov, in An EX- 
TRAORDINARY London Gasette. 

(Concluded from p, 1056. J ^ 

JFrom Lord Talavera to Lord Liverpool, dated 
.. 1810. 

I have not observed any alteration in 
the enemy’s position or numbers since I 
addressed you on the 27th ultimo.-— Thev 
have a considerable body of troops, prin- 
cipally cavalry, on the Tagus, between 
Punhete and Santal'em ; and 1 have reason 
to believe that Luison^s division of infantry 
bad not marched in that direction, as 1 
reported to your Lordship they had in my 
last dispatch ; some of the corps compos- 
ing that division have certainly remained 
in the campe in front of this army. The 
enemy have pushed some troops across 
the Zezere above Punhete, principally | 
cavalry, apparently to reconnoitre the 
roads in that direction and the Fort at 
Abrantes ; but I conclude that the rains 
which have fallen within these few days 
will have swelled that river, and thatthesr 
troops « will have retired again. They 
are still reported to be at work upon ma- 
terisAs for a bridge both at Santarem and 
Barquinha ; but 1 have detached Msyor- 
-General Fane with a body of cavalry and 
infantry to the left of the Tagus, from 
whom 1 hope to receive accurate accounts 
of what is passing opposite to him on this 
ride ; and he will endeavour to destroy 
these materials, if it should be practicable. 
It it reported by all the deserters, that 
the enemy’s troops continue to sufler 
great distress from the want of provisions. 
—It is impossible to form an estimate of 
the quantity of provisions which they 
found in the villages on the ground 
which they occupy ; but it is eertain, 
that they can draw none from any other 
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part of the country, the whole being in 
the possession of our troops. — ^'i'he garri- 
son of Penicb^, and the garrison of Obi- 
dos, which place Captain Fenwick, of the 
Portuguese service, has lately occupied, 
under the direction of Brigadier- general 
Blunt, and the British cavalry, continue 
to carry on a destructive warfare in the 
rear of the enemy’s right, while the high 
road from Coimbra by Leyria is in the 
possession of Colonel Wilson’s detach- 
ment. 1 enclose a letter from Marshal 
Beresford, on the effects of the operations 
of Brigadier-general Blunt and Captain 
Fenwick. I have received no letter from 
General Silveira of a later date than the 
19th of October. He had not, at that 
time, heard of the march uf any of the 
enemy’s troops in Castile. He occupied 
with his detachment the roads from Al- 
meida to Trancoso, Celerico, and Guarcia. 
He had heard that General Bonnet had 
evacuated the Asturias; and it is sup- 
posed, had moved into Biscay. I have 
leters from Estramadura and Castromariii 
of as late a date as the 27th of Ociober, 
stating that Mor tier’s corps was still at 
Seville, in a very inefficient state, and 
having many sick. My last accounts 
from Cadiz are of the 22d ult. 

Marshal Beretford to Marshal General Lord 
Viscount Talavera; dated Supataria, Nov, 
3, 1810. 

My Lord I have the honour to annex 
a return taken from the several reports re- 
ceived from Brigadier- General Blunt, of 
the number of killed and prisoners to the 
deuchment which he sent from Peiiiche 
to Obidus, under the command of Cap- 
tain Fenwick (Lieutenant in the Bufis), 
since bis former.reports of the^proceedingf^ 
of that officer, and which, with what had 
been previously reported upon, will make 
rhe amount of the enemy’s loss to that de- 
tachment, besides the wounded, which 
they are generally enabled to carry ofL 
about 160 men.— 1 take the occasion of 
remarking to your Lordship the zeal and 
judgment of Brigadiefr-General Bhiiit, in 
re-occupying the town of Obidos when 
the principal force of the enemy had 
paRsed it; and he gives much applause to 
Captain Fenwick, tor his activity and con- 
duct in the command of the small detach- 
ment he has been enabled to detach frona 
Peiiich4, under bis command. 1 have the 
honour to be, &c. {To he continued* ) 
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** 1 understand, that the enemy’d communiration with Almeida is coimdeUdy out ..iV; and \\e jos- 
" sessaa onltf ike grvund on uhich his emy i/a/idf.”— rALAVERA’S D'Spat h from Coimlfra ‘ 
SOth Sept. 1810. ' 

“ The enemy rcallt/ possesses no part of the country, excepting that on which his army 
Dispatch from Pero Negro j, ‘-7th Oct. 1810. 

“ It is impossible to form an estimate of the quantity of provisions which the French found in the 
“ villages on the ground which they occupy ; but, it is rei/am, that they can draw none from any other 
|)art of the country, the whole being tn the posstsswn of our /rooAr.*’—— Dispatch tiom Peru Negro ; 
3rd Nov. 1810. ■ 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Sweden\s Df.clauation ofWar against 

England. The oifioial piomulgation 

of such a Dccl iratioii has not, I believe, 
^et been made. But there can be little 
doubt of its having been resolved on ; 
and that we shall soon have it otbcially 
announced to It is worth while, 

then, in spite of the levity, with which the 
venal writers affect to treat, the subject, to 
devote a small portion of our time* here 
to considerations belonging to this new 
state of things in Sweden. Wc will first, 
however, see in what light it is viewed 
by the writers in the Ministerial prints, 
who do not^seem to be able to discover, 
that we have much concern in the matter. 
— We yesterday received a variety of 
Foreign Journals, some of which were 
** brought by a .Gottenburgh Mail, pro- 
bably the last we shall have for some 
time ; for unfortunate Sweden has at 
" length been compelled to comply with 
** all the tyrannical and unprincipled de- 
" mands of France, not only with regard 
** to the prohibition* of all intercourse 
with this country and the confiscation 
of our colonial produce, but also to de- 
clarr. open war against us. Thus we find 
that Buonaparte, having established his 
** prefect Bernadotte in Sweden, lost no 
time in subjecting that ill-fated conniry 
** to his own most cruel and oppressive 
** rule. This hostility of Sweden, how- 
ever, is obviously most reluctantly o» hcr^ 
part, and as far as depends upon her 
will, we doubt not, be carried on as spar^ 
^^.it^ly as possible towards us. But, were 
the case otherwise, her hostility could 
not, under the present circumstances, 
reasonably be viewed as an event in iiny 
respect very alarming to nur interests ; 
for how. could wa possibly view with 
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" any degree of dread a country whose 
" councils would not permit her to defend 
" hfrself against the incursions of the Cos- 
“ sacks, while they permitted a trench Ser^ 
** jeant to become the heir to the Throne 
“of her hereditary Kings the 
“ prt^sent occasion, indeed, all feelinii for 
ourselves is lost in commiseration for the 
“ unhappy Swedes, who are made the in- 
“ strumenf. of attack by a malevolent 
“ Despot, whose plans for the destruction 
“ of human LIBERTY and happiness w'c 
“ have hitherto in a great measure suc- 
** cceded in frustrating, and whose 
'' schemes we hope, USdER PRO VI - 
I DENCE, still and for ever to set at defi- 
'' ance. — By the same Papers we also 
“ learn that Buonaparte is making the 
I “ greatest exertions to procure sea?nen to man 
! ** his fleet; for this purpose cnibargf>es have 
I “ J^een laid in the Danish islands of Zealand 
** and Norway. Can any one iu)w doubt 
“ that hsrrJ it not been lor the wise policy 
I “ of the British Govemfnent in bringing 
“ the Danish fleet, that force, would ere 
*• this have been incorporated vfith the fleets 
** of France f Under the present circum-i 
'' stances, for any injuries the Danes oi 
Swedes can do. us by their open hosti- 
" lity, the most timid may sleep with 
perfect security in their beds ; and iviih 
all the aid that the Tyrant derives from 
these powers, and all his vassals of the 
Continent, wc may, in the words of 
Shakespeare, proclaim, that 
■I . I I “ Nought shall make us ru<?, ^ 

If England lo itself do rest but true.** 

— —Upon this old saying, which the 
writer of the Morning Post (in his paper 
of the 6th instant) uses, apparently for 
the purpose of keeping up our spirits, 1 can* 
nht help making a remark or two, the 
matter being of more importance than 
would, at first sight, appear,-— —Nothing 
2N 
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is SO common as this saying : “ We have 
'* nothing to fear, if we are but^rwe to our~ 

** selves i'f maifc use of by every body ; 
by all men of all parties and descriptions, 
ll is an idetf that th« mind would very re- 
luctantly dismiss. It is a sort of consola- 
tion, though without any clearly defined 
grounds. And, what is uiore powerful, it 
is an apology that men arc very willing 
to make for the failures and disgraces of 
their country, or, at least, for what they 
must otherwise acknowledge to be their 

share of such failures and disgraces. 

But, the question is, what is meant by this 
saying ? Jt was a great favourite w Ith 
Pitt, who, in times of disappointment, 
used to wind oil* all his harangues with it. 
After having acknowledged the dangers 
of the times and talked alxiyt the power 
of the eneni}', he used to say, that, still, 
we had nothing to fear, if, under Divine 
** PrcNi'ltiice, the canniry was true to iiscl/y 
What he meant by the country being tiue 
to itself evidently was, being true to hint; 
that is to g;iy, vote for him, shout for him, 
halloo lor liim, hap him in place, ^.o, 
when you hear placemen and pensioners, 
and generally all those who live upon 
the laxts, talk about the iountrp bcitt^ true 
to itself, be assured that they inenn, the 
(jiiiet acquiescence of the country in tlio 
continuance of the sijstem which fads and 
fattens than ; and when you hear the 
pensioned poetaster, Pitzoerald, or his 
more than prosaic lirother author, John 
Bowles, calling out upon the country 
to bfe true to itself you can have no doubt 

as to the meaning of their words, 

There are, however, men of d very dif- 
ferent description, who make use of the 
same phrase ; and who think, that the 
way for the counti y to be true to itself is 
to begai by sweiping away all abuses and 
corruptiom, and then to adopt such mea- 
su.-es as shall eJTutuatly prevent their return. 
These persons think,' that a nation, any 
more than an individual, cannot be said to 
be true to itself, unicsr. it eirectually pre- 
vents abuses and conuptwMis b. ♦lie ma- 
nigcment of its aflkirs; and that, if it neg- 
lect to do this, it is not true to itself, hut 
Jdlseio itself, and Icixls itself to self-di rep- 

tioii and fraud. Leaving the reader* 

now, to settle, in his own mind the epics- 
tion of what the nation must do to be true to 
itself, and, of course, to save itself frtiu 
subjugation, I shah now return to the sub- 
ject more imnicd'ratojy before us, the* de- 
claration of war against England, on the 
part of iSweden.~— I agree with the 


Morning Post, that this event was to be 
expected ; that it was a natural conse- 
quence of the exaltation of the New 
Crown Prince; but, I do not, for that, or 
for any other reason that 1 can discover, 
think it a matter of Utile consetfuence , — — 
Sweden is represented by this writer as 
being very unfortunate; as being compel- 
led to yield, in this case, to the tyrannical 
and unprincipled demands of France ; as 
being ill-fated; os most cruelly oppressed ; 
and, the climax of compassion is wound 
up with a declaration : "that all feeling 
" for ourselves is lost in commiseration for 
" the unhappy Swedes.** Oh ! kind souls ! 
what excessive kindness! We, sincere and 
compassionate and generous people, lose 
all feeling for ourselves in commiseration 

for the unhappy Swedes ! This is being 

very tender-hearted to be sure ; but, this 
must not pass. 'Fo be cajoled in this man- 
1 ner would be a little too disgraceful even 
I in thi.; age of cajolery and hypocrisy.— — 
'I'he ability nt Sweden to do us any fwimc- 
diaie injury, in the way of attack j may be 
doubted ; but, there can be no doubt at 
all, in tile mind of any rational man, that 
the ’fleet and the seamen of Sweden arc of 
great weight in the scale of naval, power. 
This the venal gentlemen know, because, 
they cannot but know it ; but this it would 
not suit them to acknowledge ; and which 
it is paitof their trade to prevent their 
rt; adevs from seeing. Therefore, like the 
Ciocodiles of the Nile, they set up a false 
howl of " commiseration for the unhappy 
" Sweiles,*' on whose oppressions, as they 
call them, they would have us keep our 
eyes steadily fixed, and, of course, not 
look at all at our own situation ; they would 
have us " lose all feeling for OUR- 
SEIiVElS;’^ aye, because, if we do not 
lose that feeling; if wc look at our own 
state ; if wc make a just estimate of our 
afVuii's; if we fairly view the probable 
consequence.s of this acquisition of Swedcit 
by France, then we shall naturally ask ; 
" who have been the cause of this f**' And, 
that is a question, which the venal writers 
widi that the people of England should 
not put to themselves.— This is the real 
object of their afiected, their sham, their 
hypocritical commiseration for Sweden. 
And, indeed, they have the same object in 
view, when they are putting forth such 
piteous moans over the lot of Holland and 
Denmark and the other countries under the 
sway of France, and also over the lot of 
the French themselves. All their talk 
about the oppressions and niseries, that 
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these several nations endure; all their 
compassion for them, is a mere invention, 
and it is used for the purpose of drawing 
away the minds of the people of England 
from those objects towards which these fo- 
reign events, as they arise, would naturally 
direct them ; and, especially from the great 
object of all ; I me.m, the aiuse, the first 
cause, of the events under consideration, 
and next, the consequences of those events. 
This aiiected compassion fur the people of 
other nations is, in fact, a very material 
department of that sjfstem of deception 
and fraud, which these venal Writers have 
been pracMsing upon the people of this 
country lor many years past.— — Those 
who find a comfort in being thus dup<*d 
and cheated it would be a pity to disturb ; 
but, as my readers are not, I trust, of that 
description, I shall offer them a few re- 
marks, in add’tioii to those formerly made, 
relative to tiie tffect which this close co- 
operation ol Sweden and Trance may have 
with regard to England.— -—The pathetic 
writer, whose compas.sionatiLig sentiments 
we have just read, tells ns, that ilic Swedes 
have been compelled” to •declare war 
against us; that they have done it with 
great ** reluctance;” tliat there is no doubt 
that this war will be carried on " as 
“ spavin; fly as possible toiuariis us and, 
notwithstanding all the exertions of that 
« FRENCH JiLTuTEAiNT’ (the Crown 
Prince) to procure seamen to man his fleet, 
** we shall, as we hitherto have been, be able 
to frustrate bis plans and those of the 
•• ** malevolent Despot,” Napoleon, for the 
*• destruction of human LIBERTY and 
'' HAPPINKSS, an»l their .schemes we 
shall, under PROVIDENCE, still and 
*• for ever set at defiance/*— —Now, what 
can this writer mean by compulsion in this 
case.^ What can he mean by saying, that 
the Swedes have been compelled to declare 
w'ar against us ? Is it meant, that France 
has compelled her to do it } How is the 
thing possible ? That France might compel 
Holland, indeed, would be possible; it 
would be a thing to be believed ; but, how 
was she to compel Sweden.? Sweden was 
and is separated from France and all coun- 
tries dependent upon France, by the sea ; 
and, if Sweden did not wish to have any 
thing to do with France, why did we not 
go with our .ships and assist in defending 
Sweden against her? What is the use of 

ships, if they could not do that It is 

the Crown Prince, who has, then, compelled 
the Swedes to declare war ; but, what is that 
ipore than, to say, that the declaratioii of 


war has been made by the ruler qf Sweden, 
against the will of the people ! And who 
I is to know this laiier ? What prools are 
there ot it ? And, besides, if there \yere 
ever so many petitions and remonstt ances 
against the war, would this writer insist 
upon that a.s a proof of the ruli r being a 

despot t It is nonsense, sheer nonsense, 

to say, that the Swedes hai'C declared war 
airainstus with reluctance. It is their sorc- 
rtign, who has declared war. The people 
have had nothing to do with it, any more 
than the people oi Liiglanil have to do with 
declaring war ; and, as to the Swedes car- 
rying on the war “ as sparingly as possible 
** towards us” the iilca is the most stupid 
and the uttering of it the most impudent 
thing that ever has, perhaps, been oftered 
even* to thi« nation. It is a very likely 
matter, indeed, that the “ French Serjeant” 
means to make war upon us i ^ 
way ; that he me.aus to carry on against 
us a war of foils and muifles ! Frencli Ser- 
jeants are remarkable for that! It was a 
pretty specimen of mulfle-fisted warfare 
that the " French Serjeant,” Brunjs, gave 
I he Dokf. of York before the signing of 
the famous Convention of the Hctdcr. Ob, 
no! Looking back at this last-mentioned 
event, I cannot eniertain any hopes of our 
seeing a Swedish war carried on sparingly 
against us under the directions of '* SSer- 
" jeani** Bcrnadotic ; and 1 cannot help, 
on the contrary, thinking, that he is even 
more formidable for being a Setjeaat, be- 
cause he cannot be expected to have any 
of those fine feelings, which belong, of 
course, ejLclusively to high blood, and 
which have been, in the wars ol late 
years, observed to lead to a very hwnane 
■And gentle, a very sparing way, indeed, of 

carrying on war. That we shall be as 

able to frustrate the Plans of Bcrnadolte, 
** a.s we hitherto have been” to frustrate 
those of Napoleoif, for the dc-stiuclion of 
human liberty, the reader can hive no 
doubt at all ; but, I much question, that 
a firm belief in this proposition will af- 
ford any sensible man much consolation ; 
for, /lou? have we ** hitherto” bern able to 
frustrate the plans of Napoleon ? How ?. 
•Where? When? Answer U8 these q'ic.s* 
tions ; show us the in-slances, in which 
we have frustrated his plans, or any 
plan of his ; show us one .such instance, 
and then we will hope for tbf futurn with- 
out^ any of your hypocritical anti blis- 
' phemou.> caiii about Pi vine P evidence. 
When you show us Uic case, in which we 
have succeeded in defending LIBERTY 
2 N 2 
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against the attacks or attempts of Napo- 
leon ; when you diow us the case, in which 
we have preserve'd human happiness from 
his attempts^againot it; when you show us 
only one single instance of this sort, we 
will not hesitate to hope as boldly as you 

can wish. We have had lor our allies 

the King of Naples, Austria, the King of 
Piedmont, the Italian Princes, the Swiss 
Cantons, the German Princes, the Emperor 
of Russia, the King of Prussia, the 
King of Sweden, the Elector of Hanover, 
the .Siadiholcier, the King of Spaiii,^ the 
Uuceii of Portugal, the Family of Bour- 
bon. These arc amongst those who have 
been our allies, since the war against the 
French Revolution began. Let the writer 
of the Morning Post go and get from 
any of them an instance of «our hstving 
succeeded in frustrating the plans of Napo- 
leon ; j\nd. if he can get no such instance ; 
'U'Uy, then, let him hold his tongue upon 
the subject, or not cant any more about 
I)itinc Providence, are told here, 
which is, I dare say, very true, that Em- 
bargoes have been laid in the Danish 
Islands and in Norway, with a view of 
r«iising seamen to man the Swedish Navy, 
And, hereupon the loisdomof our Ministers 
ill seizing upon the Danish Navy is 
pointed out ; because, it is said that this 
proves, that, if we had not seized on the 
Da7ii5h ships, they would have been added to 
tfie Navy of France. Very good ! But, do 
not. then, blame tiie Emperor Napoleon ; 
do not so cruelly abuse him, becau.se lie 
seizes on the Swedish fleet or the Duich 
Rect, or their arsenals or iownfi or coun- 
tries, since he always says that he does it 
to prevetit them frotn being seized on by the 
English. Nay, be not in a passion about 
this; for there is no getting out of it. 
What is sauce for the goose is sauce for 
the gamier. He has just as much right 
to seize things, w hethev on land or afloat, 
to prevent them from falling into our hands, 
as we have to prevent them from falling 

into his hands. But, it seems, then, 

that it was wise to keep the Danish fleet 
out of the hands of Napoleon. If so, 
does it nut follow, that it was to let 

file Swedish fleet hill into his hands? Had 
dur ministers not the power of preventing 
it? No? And, yet, we are told, that the 
Swedish nation loathed the French, and 
are now forced into a war against us. 
This is very strang,?. Indeed, it is really 
too absurd and too impudent to be listened 

to with any patience. ^The truth is, 

tka undoubted truth, however grating it 
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may be to the ears of somp people, that 
the election of the “ French Serjeant*' 
to be Crown Prince of Sweden was an 
act perfectly voluntary, on the part of 
the Swedes, according to all the ac- 
counts that have been published under the 
head of Sweden, relating to the matter. He 
appears to have been received with every 
mark of resp«>ct and esteem, by all ranks 
of the people, and,especially by the com- 
mon people ; and, as to the SPEECH of 
the Serjeant,** I have heard a great 
many Colonels and even Generals, make 
Speeches not half so good. In .short, it 
was not only a good speech ; but, it was 
a more dignified speech, and contained 
more just sentiments, than any thing of 
the kind that 1 have read for many years. 
It is truly wonderful, that a Serjeant, ' 
should be able to make such a speech ; 
but, when one thinks of it, our King will, 
possibly, have to make peace with this 
« Serjeant,** and to put himself, in the 
treaty, upon a level with him ; or else, Eng- 
land may not see peace again for another 
half century. However, if these furiously 
aristocratical Writers have no objection to 
keep it fi;esh in the people's mind, that 
Swf^en is ruled by a Serjeant,** I, of 
course, can have no objection to it,~As 
^ the Nany of ; Sweden, it is not, at pre- 
sent, very considerable ; but, added to 
all the other ships that France has at her 
command, it is well worthy of attention. 
Means are now adopted, and vigorously 
acted u[)on, for mamir^ that Navy ; and, 
it i.s in vain to brag anch vaunt, the French 
must, and they will, collect a maritime 
force, in a short time, sulUcient to give us 
most serious annoyance. I speak not of 
Commerce, which is, comparatively, of lit- 
tle consequence. 1 .speak of a naval force, 
capable of landing troops in England in 
fpite of any thing short of a flectof a hun^ 
dred sail tf the line. Napoleon is combining 
all the ports of the North, including 
Russia. Indeed, every ship and boat and 
sailor will be at his command. The three 
Baltic powers could now furnish not lesa 
\k\^n fifty skips of the line ; and, as to any 
rrfusal on the part of Russia to give up her 
ships for the general purpose, that is, I 
think, out of the question. These toge- 
ther with the ships of Holland and those of 
France in the Scheldt will very soon swell 
into a fleet, formidable in point of numbers, 
at least, and requiring a very strong fled 
to watch them. So that, at the same mo- 
ment, and by the very sa^ie acts, that our 
commerce is cut afl‘, a fleet is raised wlieve* 
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with to attack, or menace our shores. 1 

do not, for my part, see any reason to sup- 
pose, that Napoleon means to make any 
attack upon England, or even upon Ire- 
land, for some time to come ; but, then, 
he is, all the while, making most furious 
assaults upon our pecuniary means, and is 
sending our paper-money downward with 
all convenient speed. The defence qf Ire- 
land, the war in Sicily, the war at Cadiz, the 
war in Portugal, are all so many drains 
upon us, occasioned solely by the war ; 
and, if, in addition to all these, we have 
another great fleet to maintain more than 
we have at present, it is not possible that 
the bank-note making should not go on in- 
creasing at a wonderful rate. In short, 
if we once see a large enemy’s fleet in the 
Texel, or in the mouth of the Scheldt, w’e 
shall, if we have any senses left, begin to 
have some new ideas. Boasting songs and 
hraggiqg paragraphs will not remove the 
hideous spectacle from our eyes ; and, if 
they could still blind us to the danger 
from without, they would not pay the ex- 
pences of an additional flett. Here it is ; 
in this last-mentioned point it is, that we 
have most feeling, and, indeed, as was 
said by a most able writer, long ago, it is 
the purse upon which the whole depends. 
War would seem to be almost necessary 
os a component part of our system ; for, 
Mr. Addington, when he began this war, 
said, '' ice arc at war, because wc cannot be 
** at peace;** and, it really does appear, 
that peace is no more to be thought of ; 
that we have been at war so long that 
peace would form a sort of revolution. 
Yet, the war cannot go on without increas- 
ing the paper-money, and this Napoleon 
knows asw''ell as we ;«jand, the consequence 
of a much further increase of that money 

every man must now know. A large feet, 

stOadily stationed opposite the mouth qf' the 
Thames, would produce a sensation quite 
new in England. The spectre could nei- 
ther be laughed nor hooted away. There 
would be men to affect not to see the danger ; 
but, even those very men, if they, by any 
chance, got hold of a guinea, would take 
care not to let it again see the light — • 
And, for such a fleet we have now to pre- 
pare. We are told, that, in one division 
there were 4,000 seamen arrived in Zealand 
on their way to the Scheldt, from Norway, 
where they had volunteered for service in 
the Imperial Navy ; and that 2,000 more 
had been furnished by Hamburgh and the 
other Hans Towns. At this rate a fleet 
will soon be mqpned with a suflicient 
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miipbcr of seamen. Jh^ war, indeed, 
seems now to be very fast growing into a 
contest merely between E-ngland and 
France, the latter having noV for her, all 
those nations, which England, at the out- 
set, had for her ; and, if wc may jud^* of 
the length of the war from the" lang^iygc 
of Our venal prints, the end of the war 
must suppose the extei'mination of one of 
the parties. In such a conflict out must 
come all the naval means. There will be 
more inarilimc fighting than there hither- 
to has been; and, therefore, the posses- 
sion of Sweden and all her naval means i^ 
of the greatest importance to I ranee, and 
is, in my opinion, the heaviest blow we 
have yet received, though it has cost our 
enftmy noither a single man nor a single 
guinea. 

Portugal. The War. another 
part of this Number, will be found the 
French account of the Campaign in Por- 
tugal from the fall of Almeida to the ar- 
rival of Massena at Alenquer. It makes 

some statements, which ought not to be 
passed over unnoticed. Relative to the 
battle of Busayo, it says, that the French 
had <iro hundred killed ; Lord Talavera 
told us they had two thousand ; and the 
Morning Post told us, that the French 
lost ten thousand men in killed and wound- 
ed, whereas the French say, that they had 
only one thousand five hundred wounded. 
They also tell us, that, in the battle of 
Busa^o, they had only two brigades en- 
gaged, uistead of ihcir whole army, as we 
were led to suppose was the case ; and, 
that, in fact, they amused the Lord Vis- 
count with these two brigades, while they 
came round with their (omy to get at his 
back and to place themselves between him 
and Lisbon, which, wc know, he only 
avoided by a speedy retreat. They tell 
us further^ that they took .000 prisoners 
between Oporto ana Coimbra, and 500 
more between Coimbra and Torres Vedras, 
the place whether the I-ord Viscount Ta- 
lavera succeeded in drawing them. They 
made prisoners, even while they were drawn 
along themselves. They are a very singular 
sort of people !— As to what is now 
likely to happen, 1 shall not pretend to 
say. We, in fact, know nothing of the 
real slate of the enemy, who, we now 
^nd, has had a plenty of provisions and of 
every thing else, and who appears to 
have moved not so much honi necessity 
as from choice. I do not say that it is 
so f but, at present such are the appear- 
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anccs ; and it would by no means sur- not Uill then that we were told, that 
prise me, if it ^should turn out, that, he had any project of the kind, 
while all tlicir Excellencies, the Marshals But, eiiher the movements were the effect 
and other c4iieftains* of our army, were of design, or of necessity. He himselt 

S id in celebrating the decoration of has made use, in tliose parts of his dis- 
al Sir William Carr Beresford with patches that we have seen, of only one 
the .insignia of the Order of the Bath that I recollect at present, indicat- 

(won on the immortal iiiouiiiains of Bu- ing that his flinging back his flanks*^ 
sa9o) ; it would not at all surprize me, if, and the rest of il,^were all movements of 
while this was going on withiri our lines, choice designed io draw the French to the 
Massena and his (Jenerals were contriving lines of Mufra. There is one passage, in 
flow they should get our aimy out of his last dispatch, published in the Extra- 

those lines. Since my last I have seen ordinary Gazette of the 3rd instant, 

very long paingraphs in the venal news- that would seem to favour the idea of a 
paper'4 complaining of those, who do not to draw the French across smoking 

ficcm lobe tilled with exultation by the houses and fields from Almeida to Torres 
Jaie news from 'Portugal ; hut, I have Vedras ; for, he there says, in speaking of 
seen, as yet, no attempt, on paifc of the position lie had just quitted, in order 
any one to ( xpl.nn how it can be matter to go after Massena : having advanced 

o\jov to IIS tliat onr enemy is gtjne out of " fiom the position, in which I iu(ts fiV- 
fi ti'iip T^.'k I'lui caught him in. To AFLEl) to bring the enemy to a STAND, 
avoid, howevn, eviiy thing like levity “and to oblige Inm to retire without 
upon this subjoci. there is one view of it “venturing upon an attack.^' iSo, you 
as to thr past, whicli every man in liia see, read f r, that the having gone before 
sen^t s, , //,;/( I k< : wliich is this : ive saw the ciienn 'till he got into his lines, he 
oin at i> , t ,»• 1 .xitlai a vast, at an viiormoiis, calls bringnv; enimy to a STAND, 
expcine, to die frontiers of Portugal, and, '.is he hays, he had been to do 

with a view, vis ue tlioi‘ght, of defending this, the natural meaning of the whole 
Portugal, jus^ as vve shouhl, I trust, defeno sentence is, that to bring the enemy to the 
Eilgla'.d (., a:tack(‘tlj by nn (Ming and outside of his lines was what he xctshed ; 
fighnn^ ll'.e ciinny on ’lie outSidc edge that, in shoit, it was his wi^h to bring 
of England, riiis army of i.nrs in Porto- Massena to tlic spot, whence Massena, 
gal did not do so. It r une away fiuin the after remaining tlicro neaily two months, 
oiit'side edge ui Pornigal when the e<iicniy has just gone. This sort of ability Xo 
came i.o that edge. I Jo nut say that bring an enemy to a A/mn/ is a thing quite 
our Chiejtain retreated, much Icvss am I iiew to nivi. When an a.Miemy is running 
dL|>osed to use aim iier well-known from yon, and you cuiiirive to A/op 

phrase often applied to movcibents re- hi?n some how or other, and to get him io 
sembliptr his ; but, 1 will clothe niy ideas face you ; then you Fay, that you have, 
in the leiiiis of the new military vocabu- at last, been enabled to brmg him to a 
lary. Our Chieftain took up mu pos/ftb/;.^ / stand. But, surely, this phrase was never 
he retired up tn his resources; lie fiung before use<l by bull who had gone away 
back )»ih flank ; he disappointed the Fiench before another and had taken shelter in 
when they expeeted him to give battle ; his lines? If you were to pursue a man 
he avoided .Jl iheir atiempts to get in his with your fist clenched, and lie were 
\ he drew the French after him. Well, to get aw ay from ^ou b}' all maimer of 
be this as it may ; cull it what you will, means in his power, running up one 
the plain undeniable fuel i>, that from the street and down nnother street, and across 
Irontiiirsot Poitugal to wiihiii a few miles this alley and through that passage, and 

of Lisbon, vur army came away before the were at last to run into a houac, slam the 

french army, and the French anuy Jollowid door to, anti locking it after him, hollow 
f/, c>ver the hot cinders of burnt bouses, out, I have hcc.\\ enabled to bring you to a 

mills, and coru-fiulds. Now, did these stand; what would you say ? What 

opjeralions proceed from design, or did would you say, in such a case as that 

they not? W<rc they, as the venal However, let this be as it may, either 

writers have told us, the efl’ect of a preme^ “ His Excellency the Lord MarshaV^ did 
ditaua plan ; or w^ere they faced uphn design to bring Massena from Almeida 
our Chieftain? VV"e heard nothing at all IoAlenq^ueu, or he did not. If he did 
such plan, till he had reached wo/ to do it, his rc/jogradc movements 
Lis fines of 'I'oires Vedras. It was may receive another name as soon as ypu 
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please^ and it will remain for the planner* 
or executors of the war to account for 
the Lord MarsbaPs being upon the fron- 
tiers of Portugal at all^ at least after the 
fall of Rodrigo. If he did design it; if 
he has dune what he intended to do^ 
then, without stopping to observe upon 
the lading waste of the country , \i e may 
surely be allowed to inij^uire into the cause 
of the enemy's being allowed to remove 
from that chosen spot on which the Lord 
Marshal had been enabled to biing him to 
z stand. If it was thede.^ign; if it was 
the plan from the outset of the campaign ; 
if it was the intention, and the fixed pur- 
pose, to bring Massena to a stand at Alen- 
quer; surely we may be permitteil 
humbly to inquire what could be tlio 
reasons for letting him go thence without 
attacking him. '* The Lord Marshal’' lolls 
us that he had obliged the enemy to re- 
tire without venturing upon any attack " 
Why, any man may be obliged to retire 
in the same way from before lines that 
are notoriously impenetrable. What we 
expected was an attack ftpon Massena, 
and in this we have been disappoint- 
ed ; or, at least, we should have been if 
we had lelied upon what the venal prints 

told Ui-. ^Thc latter part of the Extiacts 

from the French Papers, which will be 
found below,* and winch are dated so late 
as the 30th of November, gives us clearly 
to understand, that the design of Massena 
is to cut olf all our communications with 
the left side of the Tagus, or, to compel us 
to go across to him and fight him upon 
equal terms as to ground at least. I lieg 
the reader to look w'ell at this article from 
the iTcnch paper. It says, that the lamps 
lighted up in the illumination at Coimbra 
for the Victory of Busa9o, were still burn- 
ing when our army tvas infidl retreat from the 
spot / Let us hope, not only for the honour 
of our army, but for the honour of our 
country, that no time will be lost in dis- 
proving this. I do not mean contradicting 
it ; 1 do not mean answering it by abusing 
Napoleon ; 1 mean disproving by facts not 
to be doubted ; for, if it were true, it might 
be fearlessly asserted, that such a hing* 
was never before heard of in the whole 
world. What is said about the trans- 

portations fr&m Lisbon is also matter for at- 
tention and inquiry. It is useless to sup- 
pose, that it will make no impression. It 

will, unless contradicted. Again, about 

the desertions. The French talk of our 
deserters as well as we do of theirs. 
They say ours « desert to avoid corporal 
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** punishment** and they ^deny that any of 
theirs desert. Now, these are facts that 
admit of proof, 'the returns from our 
army will soon speaW^as to ih% number of 
deserters from us ; and, in this respect, at 
least, w^e may be able completely to dis- 
prove the assertions of the French.— -It 
is manifestly the intention of Massena to 
occupy the Alf.xtejo, a province on the 
left of the Tagus, and without the resources 
of which, it really doe.s seem, that the ex- 
pence of supporting our army and the re- 
fugees and the city of Lisbon into the bar- 
gain must be eiiormou.s. We caiinor, I 
should suppose, have less than two hundred 
thousand mouths now to feed. It has been 
esliniaicd, that it costs 15s. a day to sup- 
porlfa dragoon, and for a foot soldier 7s. iid. 
Jlut, suppose, that, Utfeed the "20(J,0()0, the 
cost is only 2s. (id. a day each, that is 
‘25,000 pounds a day, 175,0nu'’Tpounds a 
week ; and, if this gees on only for the 
winter, the cost of the bare food, at this low 
rate, without reckoning the navy, will co.st 
more than /our ?nillions of pounds sterling, 
liesides the pay of this immense army, and 
all these expciices of clothing, arm.s, trans- 
ports, and other things. But, the proba- 
bility is, that the food will cost twice or 
thrice what 1 have stated it at ; and, how, 
then, can one bear to hear the long dura- 
tion of this war talked of as a thing likely 

to be r Suppose, now, that that which 

we ift’c promised by the venal writers 
should happen ; that is to say, tin' evacua- 
tion of Portugal by Massena. What will 
that have done He will be only where 
he was at the outset of the campaign ; we 
shall be no nearer our professed object 
though it will have cost us many millions 
of money; and, as to the People of Por- 
tugal, it surely does not require any deep 
knowledge of arithmetic to calculate 
what Mey^will have gained by the cam- 
paign.~Nay, suppose, that, eventually, 
we should be able to keep the French out 
of Portugal. Can we do thfs without an 
army f And, if we are obliged to pay the 
Portuguese army now, what reason is there 
to suppose, that we shall not be obliged, to 
continue to pay it? Nor can it be expect- 
ed but we shall have an abundance of de- 
mands from Portuguese Refugees. Their 
property has, in many cases, at least, been 
destroy od for OUT sake. What are they to 
do ? Wfiere are they to look for remunera- 
tion f So that, at the very best, this war 
for Portugal will, in my opinion, prove, ia 
the end, even more expensive than any, 
in which we hare been before engaged j 
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and, what shall w(* say, if, after all the cx- 
pence, the French should obtain, and keep, 
possession o& the coijntiy ? After all our 
millions o^ynoney (for Bank notes will not 
pass^abroad) are gone, in the defence of 
Portugal, what shall we say, if nothing 
belonging to Portugal should remain under 

our controul, except the Refugees? 1 

shall be told, that this is not at all likely. 
Very true. But it is possible; and, it is 

proper to lake the possibiliit/ into view. 

In, I he iiieaiiwhilc fresh troops and fresh 
supplies of stores are, we are told, lining 
cut to onr array. And tvhy ? Of what use 
can these he, if ch^ enemy be on his rc- 
ircat ? If he be about to evacuate Portugal, 
and, of course, to run axvay (for that is the 
phrase we apply to his movements) from 
our present force, what does our general 

want vw'tr' *to)c ? It is, however, in 

vain to go on asking (|nriStions, to which 
no au'iwei' tan he obi.micd. 'Fhe war in 
Spain and Porlugal is ccrfainl^' one of tiie 
gri at (Oiiceriis of the nalioii at this time ; 
bill, anxious as we may be upon the sub- 
ject, we luusi wait for the result. 

King’s Illness. Such things, since 

my last, have bt eii said upon this subject, 
by the veiul writers, I hat, really, one is 
ashamed to repeat tlicir words. 7’hey 
have asserted, that the private aparinientH 
a»-e going to be fitted up for the King 
at Buckingham House, and that the Kini' 
himself gave the directions for doing it! All 
manner ol things of this sort have they 
been saying ; and, it is by no means dif- 
ficult to see, that they expect, that, before 
the l.Sth instant, the King will be in a 
state to sign a Commission tov a/lother pro- 
rogation of the parliafnent,^~-^ln the mean- 
while, they have made it completely a 
party matter. They have allcdged, that 
the Opposition want to get into place by 
the means of a Regency, and that, for that 
purpose, thiy would fain set aside the King \ 
which, to say the least of it, is a very 
amiable picture to draw of those who 
make up one- half of the men that have, 
at^-difierem times, filled offices of state, 
within the last seven years. ■ There has 
been a great deal said about delicacy; but, 
at last,^ the very semblance of it is thrown 
aside, aiifl the two parties make no scruple 
of telling one another, that the great, and, 
indeed, the sole object, of the one is fo 
keep their places, and of the other, to put 
them out of them, and to take them to 

themselves, If a Regency were to pro- 

. ducc nothing more than a mere change qf 


ministry f there can be no doubt at all, that 
it is a thipg which no man in his senses 
can wish for, unless he has some motive 
of private interest in such change ; for, 
besides that such change would do the 
people no good, it would do them all the 
harm of additional pensions and compen- 
sations to those who should be provided 
for at going out of 'place. But^ it is not 
to be supposed, that the change would 
stop theie ; though, it niUvSt be confessed, 
that we have, as yet, lieard nolliing, or 
very little, from the other side, to give us 
confidence in them for any thing more 
than a sincere ilesiie to gel the places out 

of the Iisnds of their opponents. I 

know their ihohglits very well. They 
say to themselves: " VVe will not make 
** advances tomurds the l^eople. We will not 
''owe our lelurii lo power to those pro- 
“ raises of reform or ‘o any of tho-^e things 
*' which woiihl hamper us ufteiwards. We 
" will preserve a haughty silence ; and, 
when the People have tasted enough o\' 

" effects of tli^ exercise of power by our 
" opponents, they wdll gladly come to us 
“ upon our own termsJ* Never were men 
more deceived ; and, it is quite astonish- 
ing, that they sliouid haibour, should cling 
to, the deception, alter the result of the 
discu sions, on the affair of Walchercn, 
and after the answers which they received 
from those counties, lo whom they applied 
for petitions against the ministers. It is 
quite astoni.>hing. The infatuation is un- 
paralleled. The people care no more for 
them than they do about who is sweeper qf 
the Mall; and, if they were now in place 
again, and were to act as they did before, 
they might, at any moment, be sent adiift 
without hearing a single voice lamenting 

it. But, as the question has ofien been 

put to me. Do we not think, that a change 
of this sort would make things a little better ? 
It possibly might for the present; but, in 
the end, it would not ; and, that man is a 
most miserable politician, who, for the 
sake of a mere temporary alleviation of 
evil, would submit to an abandonment, or 
a compromise, of principle, w^hich, instead 
of hastening, must retard, all permanent 
improvement.*— It is, therefore, in my 
opinion, to be desired, that, unless a 
change of system were to lake place ; unless 
a total change of system were to be 
adopted, it is much better, that there 
should be no change whatever in the 
ministers, whether there be a Regency of 
not. The set of men that now rule are 
pursuing, without any deviation at ail. 
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without any patching or botching, the 
system of the grttU statesman now- no 
more;** and, if that system, ot any part of 
it, is to be still pursued, my sincere wish 

is, that it may remain in their hands. If 
it remain in their hands ; if they are 
suffered to go on undisturbed, the system 
will have fair play; it will have its full 
swing; it will produce* all its natural 
fruit ; and, by that fruit will the tree be 
known. If the ministry were changed, the 
tree vi'ould be put into new hands ; Ks 
branches might be lopped ; its roots 
checked ; it might be headed down and 
grafted, and so altered and disflgured, that 
history would scarcely be able to describe 

it, and posterity would thus be deprived 
of the nnst useful experiment that the 
world ever saw. Xo; let there be no 
botching or patching. Let the sy.stcm of 

the great Statesman now no more'* go 
on whole as it now does, complete in all 
its parts ; or let us have a new system. 
Tins is my wish, and I know of no man, 
who has no selfish object in view, whose 
wishes are not the .same. It now about 
SIX years since this system began 
with what was called the India liilL It 
has been regularly at work ever since, in 
peace and in war. It has produced some 
effects ; but, it would not be fair to check 
it, or mutilate tt. Let it go on, and then 
we shall sec and feel what its merits are ; 
or, let it be wholly changed. If it be suf- 
fered to remain in the same hands for a 
few years longer, we shall, I think, be 
able to form a very just estimate of it ; 
and also to give theur due praises to its 
conductors; but, if it were taken out of 
their hands and carried on by others, all 
our notions upon the •subject would be 

confused. For these reasons, I am im^ 

moveably fixed in my opinion, that, though 
a Regency were to take place, it would 
be belter for the nation, and beyond all 
comparison belter, that no change of mi* 
iiistry should take place, if the system of 

the great latesnian now no more'^ is to 
be persevered in ; or if any part of it is to 
be retained; nay, any fragment of it. 

As to whether there ouifht to he a Regtacy 

not, that is quite another question ; but, 
it i.s a question, which it would, perhaps, 
be useless to discuss here, seeing that it is 
a matter so very clear, that he who does 
not see it iti the right light mu.st be wil- 
fully blind. In the last debate, the 

Opposition, commonly .so called, had cer- 
tainly the worst of the argument ; for, 
when they were asked how they could 


refuse to adjourn for a fortnight then upon 
the ground of the physicians oaths, when 
they had before consented to a similar ad- 
journment upon ihewcrlU of the ^hysicianis 
passing through the lips of the tntnister • when 
they were asked this, they did not knov^ 
what to say ; and they found, they had* 
the deep mortification to find, that they 
had got into this gross inconsistency by 
not following the line laid down by Sir 
Francis Burdett, against whom the 
greater part of them voted. Having once 
agreed to an adjournment, upon the bare 
word of the minister, why should they not 
do it again ? Having agreed loan adjourn- 
ment without any report of the Physicians, 
it was strange indeed that they should re- 
fuse td vote far aiiDther adjourmneiit, when 
they had a report of the physicians to go 
upon.— In short, upon the i>rqun^_(,>f the 
first adjournment, there mny be adjourn- 
ments for the year through ; and those 
who w'ere agjinst Sir Francks Burdett, 
upon that occasion, arc very unreasonable 
if they oi)pose them. 'Jbere can be 
no ground of opposition with such per- 
sons. They voted it once. They left the 
government for one fortnight in that 
.s'ate; and there can be, with them, no 
reason whatever, for not comiimingto leave 
it in the same state, as long as all the pari- 
ties, in power and out of power, are the 
samc .’-^ — It is quite curious to contemplate 
the movements of the Opposition. They 
do not know what to be at. ** Willing to 
** wound and yet afraid to strike,** the 
nisters I mean. They seem to act as if 
they had eyes in their poll, and saw be- 
hind as well as before. They seem to 
be beset with all manniT of diliiculties and 
fears. I fihe roof was every moment expect- 
ed to fall upon their heads, while the floor 
was sinking under their feet, they could 
not appear more frightened. Alarm seems 
to have taken away their senses ; to have 
bereft them even of the commonest of 
common sense ; and, really, if this same 
sort of thing were to go on fur some weeks 
longer, I should not wonder if the greater 
part of them were to be reported as unfi^ 

4or further service. There was but one 

thing for them to do from the beginning : 
and that was, at once to make a stand 
against alt adjournments, and against every 
thing calculated to produce delay. If tlicy 
had done this, they would have acted a 
consistent part throughout, but, now they 
must go on with the ministers in voting 
for adjournments, or, they will be fairly 
accused of inconsistency. They wished 
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to draw a line of distinction between them- 
selves and Sir •Francis Burdett ; they 
were afraid to be thought vioUnt*' and 
the conse<|Ucnce is, tliat they are now 

laughed at, The plain tru^ii ;s. liow- 

«yer, that it is not princij lo, by v.l..oh the 
Opposition, taken as a hodij^ have been ac- 
tuated. They are a S( t ol' people got to- 
gether by patchiiiff cii l compromising. 
Resolved to have Place b po.:.ible, hut, at 
the same lime, wishifig to prcocrve the ap- 
pearances at least of consistency. Hence 
thev have always been IVcble, though 
possessing a throsarul times the talents of 
their adversaries, \vlio, by uniiv of pi .nci- 
pie, as well as of private interest, arc foi tri- 
ed into a compact and indi-soluble body, 
acting lihe oiie man. They are aM ani- 
mated with the same seul. They, as 
placemen, have been ingendered by the 
systefflrirt"^ the great man now no more;’’ 
and, really, when one thinks of the 
time that this system has lasted, and of 
the benefits which will inevitably arise 
from it, if suftered to proceed uncheckcvJ 
for a few years longer, it is impossible not 
to feel some regret at the prospect of see- 
ing it disturbed in its progicss. At any 

rate, I repeat, and I cannot repeat it too 
often, that, if the same sy stem, or any part 
of it, is to be pursued, tha People ought to 
wish for no chaiv^c of ministry ; and tliat 
there is a design to make any change of 
system 1 have yet seen no proof, lior in- 
deed, have I yet witnessed any very 
strong indication of such design. Sir 
Francis Burdett left the Opposition ral- 
lying round the ministers, and he found 
them in much about the same disposition. 
There were some exceptions, to be sure; 
but, when one speaks of them they must 
be spoken of in a body, and, at any rate, 
in that.way will the people judge of their 
conduct and character 

Bankruptcies, The number of them 

this year will, according to all appear- 
ances, exceed that of the year 1793; but, 
as they arc so many signs of increasing 
commerce and prosperity, the more of them 
s.he better of course. As far as they arise 
from the commercial regulations of Napo- 
leon, they do not seem to be likely to stop ; 
for he seems resolved, that our goods shall 
no longer go to the Continent. The burning 
decree is complete in itsoperatioii. There 
ic no evading it ; and, it is very great non- 
sense to suppose, that the Continent can- 
not do without our goods. In the course 
a few years, there will be no need at all 


of English goods upon the Continent* 
Why should there ? They have wool and 
iron and lead and flax and hemp as well 
as we ; and why should they not learn to 
work them up into articles of dress and 
furniture ? Nor, will this change be, in 
time, any injury to England. It will re- 
duce the n inn her of manufachirers and mer- 
chants; but, 1 aifi convinced, it will not 
lessen the number of the people, nor will 
it take away from them their means of 
iiappincai. 

W”. COBBEIT. 

State Prison, Neu^gate, Thursday, 
December 7, 1811). 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Por.rroAL. — Dispmehrs from Lord Viscount 
To lave ra, d^c. 

( Concluded from p. 1 1 ‘20.y 

llctuin of killed, veounded, and prisoners, 
by the. deiuJoueni at Ohidvs, under the 
Orders of Captain Penwick, since last 
Ri'poU’. 

Del. 27. — 1 serjeant, 19 jirivates pri- 
soners. 

Nov. 1. — 5 privates prisoners, 7 privates 
killed. 

P. 8, 4-(5 bullocks and 200 sets of hos- 

pital bedding taken IVom the enemy on 
the first of November, likewise 2 horses. 

8apataria, Nov. 3, 1810. 

Return of killed, wounded, and missing of 
the Army under the Cononand of Vis- 
count Wellington, in skirmishes with 
the enemy on the 9th, 1 2th, 1 3/A, and 
Hr A October, 1810. 

Killed. — 1 serjeant, 19 rank and file, 22 
horses. 

Wounded.—? officers, 7 serjeants, 77 
rank and file, 10 horses. 

Missing. — I serjeant, 41 rank and file, 
12 horses. 


PoiiTUCAL. — Trench Account of the cam- 
paign from the full of Almeida to the end qf 
the pursuit of the Allied Army at Alen- 
quer, — -—From the Moniteur qf the 29th 
of N<n!ember.——N,B. The , first par^ 
is a commentary on Lord Viscount Tala- 
vera^s Letter or Dispatch of the 3rd qf 
November, for which see page lilt). 

Moniteur.— T\\is unimportant letter con- 
tains five or six lies. — 1. That Loison’s 
division is encamped in front of Lord 
Wellington; while it is detached more 
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than twenty leagues from it. — 2. That the 
French have repassed the Zezerc, on ac- 
count of the rains ; at the time that they 
have thrown a bridge over that river. 
Lord W^lington could not be ignorant of 
this important fact ; he knew that tiiis 
bridge had been constructed leu days be- 
fore.— 3. That the Fiench have but little 
provisions ; while they have supplies of 
wheat, rice, Indian cogi, frul beans suffi- 
cient for four months. Lord Wellington 
completely destroyed the country between 
the Alondego and Almeida ; but as he was 
compelled to abandon the positions on the 
Mondego, where he hope*! to maintain 
himself, he marched from the IMundego to 
the heights of Lisbon with so much pre- 
cipitation, that in 5 days he passed over 
the fifty leagues which separated him fioin 
Lisbon, and could not destroy the fine 
valiey of the Tagus. Thus he has ruined 
many people, destroyed a great part of 
tlie rounlry which ii was his duty to de- 
fend, uitliouL gaining his object, wiiich 
was to deprive tin- Tr* iich -irniy of provi- 
sions. — 1. That the Poituguese General, 
Silvi ira, occupies Celonco and Guar<la, 
winch, fiM ihe 1 ontr iry, were occupied in 
the beginning of TS^)vcmbcr by the divi- 
sion of (■ardanne, composing the rear- 
guard of the army of Poriugd. On the 
15th of November, flic troops of the 9fh 
corps xverc spreml tin ough Portugal. — 5. 
That General Bonnet has evacuated the 
Asluriiis, and retired into Biscay ; which 
is known to be laLe.— G. That the corps 
of the Duke ot Treviso is at Seville ; 
which is also equally unfounded. 

Notes on the Miutai^y Opeuations in 
Portugal. 

On the J 5th of September the army ad- 
vanced from Almeida to invade Portugal. 
On the l7th the 2d and 0th corps were at 
Celorico; the 8tli was pushed forward to 
Pinhel. — After the fall of Almeida, Lord 
Wellington withdrew his forces behind the 
Alva, the course of which river forms an 
impregnable p^ition. As soon as he as- 
certained that wc intended to invade the 
country by the valley of Mondego, he 
ordered the right wing of his army under 
General Hill to join him, by the route of 
Sobreira Formosa and Pedro-Gao, which 
until then occupied the position of As-Tai- 
Iladas, in the rear of Castel Branco. He 
blew up the bridge of MurceJIa, that on 
the Alva, and also the bridge of Sarita- 
Comba-Dao, on the Dao. left no 
force in front of bis position^ to observe 


our movements, but the advanced guards 
under the command ot Bngadier- general 
Craufurd, with which frur cavalry had 
some skirmishes, of no^jreat ci^isvqucnce, 
during the march. — Marshal the Prince of 
Essling, seeing that the English had taken 
positions on the left bank of the Mondego, 
was of opinion that he could reach Coim- 
bra sooner than they by marching on the 
right hank. On the 18th the army passed 
the Mondego by the bridge of Ft^rnos. 
Two days after the English Colonel Traiit, 
with some militia and a rcginiOnt oi' Por- 
tuguese cavalry, fell upon some baggage 
which was in the rear of the army, and 
look two waggons, one of which belonged 
to General Lazouski, of the engineers.— 
Gn the 2lstthethiee corps were united 
at VL’cii andTMengoaldc. Tfiey were ob- 
liged to halt I here tw o days on account of 
their artillery, which was del'..*, the 

badness of the roads. The English took 
advantage of this diday ; in one march 
they could pass from the left to the right of 
the Mondt gf). Lord W^ellington occupied 
with his centre divisions and the left wing 
of his army the Sierra de Busaco, which 
hangs over the ii\er Mondego anil covers 
Coiinbia. He only left Gi iu ral IIilTs 
corps at Ponte M'.ircella. — On the 24th 
our advanetd ginrd overtook tin- n*ar 
guard of Hu" Lnglish on the Oesius. An 
action took place at Muilagoa A single 
eoiii»):fiiy oi vcbigetirs of ihe 3 1st regi- 
men. if light infantry overwhelmed an 
English b:atali''n of 3 or rOO intn. The 
I figlish retreaieil on the Sieirade Busaco. 
We took *120 English prisonrrs in this 
afiiiir. — Gn the 25th, the 2n(I and Gih 
corps ar. ived at the foot ol the enemy's 
position 'I J)e -ind corps was formed in 
column by brigades, on th^ road to 
Coinifjra, by San Antonio de Cantaro. The 
Gih corps was foriged in the same manner 
on the road to Coimbra by the convent of 
Busaco. — On the 2Gtli, the 3d corps, 
which had been delayed by its artillery 
more ih in the others, closed on the Glh 
corps, 4'he division of General Loison, 
which coi.iposcd the advanced guard of 
^the Gth corps, skirmished the whole day 
for the purpose of occupying a village at 
the loot oi the mountain. The position 
of the enemy was minutely reconnoilered 
by the General in Chief, and the Com- 
manders of the corps of the army.— Xbe 
Sierra de Busaco consists of a chain of 
mountains of granite, from 000 to 1.200 
feet high, bristled with very steep rocks, 
extremely dilFicult of access. The crown 

if 
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wM covered with troops. ' There were 
26,000 Eiiglisfi, and 30,000 Portuguese. 
A numerous artillery was collected In the 
passes of San Antbnio de Can taro and 
Busaco. Both the roads were intersected 
iU several places, and entrenchments 
formed. The cavalry was placed in re- 
serve at the beginning of the western 
art of the position, opj)osite to the road 
y which we arrived. The height of the 
Sierra, and the difficulties of the ground, 
rendered our cavalry and artillery almost 
useless in the attack. — ^The Marshal Prince 
of Esslin^ was aware of the strength of 
the position of Busaco. He determined 
on turning it. It required six days to 
make this flank movement, almost under 
the cannon of the enemy, t^onie bf the 
best officers were of opinion that tbisma- 
nceuv re wa s impracticable, as we might 
be altacked on the march with great ad- 
vantage to the enemy. But when it was 
considered that the English army was very 
heavy, and little accustomed to manoeuvre, 
the Marshal resolved on this hazardous 
movement. Orders were however given 
for a swarm of sharp-shooters to cover 
this movement, and to keen up a fire 
during the two first days, and that even a 
brigade of the 2nd corps should pretend 
to attack the right of the English, while a 
brigade of the 0th corps should pretend 
(o carry the position of Busacq. All 
these niancp.uvres completely succeeded. 
However, the brigade of the 2d corps, 
commanded by General (iraindorge,*ancl 
that of the 6lh, commanded by General 
Simon, carried away by that impetuosity 
so natural to Frenchmen, pushed their 
false attacks too far ; they overwhelmed 
every thing in their way ; hut as the army 
was in march, and far advanced, they 
could not be supported. GenernI Simon, 
-who received two ifiusquet balls, and 
aboi|t 100 French, were made prisoners 
on the mountain. The enemy, as soon as 
they had passed the heights, attempt- 
ed to descend in pursuit of our troops ; 
but all the light artillery of the rear 
^uard, which remained in position, fired 
so clo^ly^ and with so much precision,* 
that it broke the ^ English ranks. — 
In the qean time, tlie General of Brigade, 
St. Croix, who headed the march, on bis 
arrival near Mcalhada, fell in with, on the 
roaR from Coimbra to Oporto, a divi«on 
of the Allied Army, which he put to the 
route, killed several hundreds, took 500 
prisoners, and drove the division behind 
the ])uurOt-viiOn the 1st of October, our 


advanced-guard entered Coimbra; Lord 
Wellington- had evacuated this position, 
and retreated w'ilh precipitation.— W6 had 
200 killed at the Battle of Busaco, and 
from 12 to 1,500 wounded: the loss of 
the enemy must have been at least as 
great.— On our arrival at Coimbra, the 
enemy's rear- guard, placed on the heights 
on the left bank of the Mondego, can- 
nonaded the first troops which entered the 
town. — From the 4th to the 1 1th the army 
advanced towards Lisbon. There were 6 
days of very heavy rain. The Prince of 
Esiling did every thing in his power to 
induce the English to dispute the country 
with him, but it was impossible to bring 
to battle an enemy who is extremely cau- 
tious, and who will not engage unless he 
is posted upon inaccessible rocks, or hid 
behind impregnable entrenchments re- 
vered with artillery. Lord Wellington, 
therefore, avoided with the- greatest care 
a general engagement. There were even 
no partial actions but those which were 
unavoidable between the cavalry of the 
rear-guard 6f the army which retreated, 
and the cavalry of the advanced guard of 
the army which advanced. In this retreat 
of the allied army we look 500 prisoners, 
the greater part of which were loiterers, 
and half of which were English. — Through 
a misunderstanding, and the false move- 
meiitsof a corpsof observation, our hospital 
at Coimbra, where we had from 15 to 
1,600 wounded or sick, was taken, four 
days after our departbre, by a ’corps of 
miserable Portuguese militia of about 
2,000 men. The army had but one ob- 
ject in view, that was to overtake the Eng- 
lish army before it could take shelter in 
its intrenched portions at Lisbon.— On 
the 12th yre arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Aienquer : the right of the English was 
at Alhandra on the Tagus, iheir left at the 
outlet of the Sissandro into the Sea. They 
thus occupied a position of 10 leagues in 
extent, upon a line of entrenched moun- 
tains. The small number of passes by 
which we could get at tbt^ were bristling 
with artillery.— The Marshal Prince of 
Elssling so disposed his army, as to be able 
to unite it in four hours. The 2d corps, 
forming the left, is at Villa Franca on 
the Tagus ; the 8th corps occupies the 
centre at Sobral : the 6th corps is on the 
right at Otta and Villanova. A division 
of dragoons occupies Alvcntre, to cover 
the ri^t flanks against the attacks of a 
division of English cavalry stationed on 
the Sissandro. We occupy Thomar, to 
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collect provisions in the neighbourhood, I 
to be nearer to our reiafurcemcnts, and to | 
protect the bridge of the Zeaere. This 
bridge is of the greatest importance 
Santareni has been selected for the depol 
of the army ; it is now fortify iiig.— On the 
1 2th Oct. at half past four, in the after- 
noon, General St.' Croix,“aftcr having taken 
possession of Villa Franca, ascended a 
height to view three or four English gun- 
boats, which were firing on a p&trolc of 
ten^ cavalry going along the road. A shot 
rebounded and cut in two this brave Ge* 
neral, whose loss has justly excited the 
regret of the whole army. Otherwise 
these gun- boats do little injury; they hre 
a great deal, as is their custom, but with- 
out any effect. The English seamen at- 
tempted to land: they w^cre repulsed by 
the picquets with the loss of some men. — 
The English rule at Lisbon by the effect 
of terror. They treat with harshness and 
contempt the nobility and the people. 
They fabricate conspiracies, they impri- 
son, they transport, they take up those 
l^ortuguesc who dare to weep over the 
ruins of their country. Provisions are 
above all price at Lisbon : notwithstanding 
the resources which the possession of the 
sea givOsS, this capital is oa the point of 
feeling all the horrors of famine,— From 
Almeida to Alenqucr the army did not 
meet wdih 2,000 Portuguese, The towns 
and villages are deserted. This is tlie 
eftect of the terror which Lord Welling- 
ton has established . He has ordered, under 
pain of death, the nnhabitants of all places 
which our troops approach to retire im- 
mediately, to carry with them every thing 
they can, and to burn, or throw the re- 
mainder into the rivers. We have found 
the mills destroyed, the wine running in 
the streets, the corn burnt, even the fur- 
niture broken. We have not seen a horse, 
a mule, an ass, a cow, a goat. The rear- 
guard of the English have destroyed every 
thing as they retreated. They have even 
burnt a great number of villages. Oui 
army has been supported by biscuit, an i 
the numerous cattle in its rear. To this 
the soldiers added, by way of making it 
out, Indian corn, cabbages, beans, and 
grapes, with which the country is covered. 
They cannot be said to have been di^’- 
tressed.— After the battle of Bu 8 a 9 o, our 
resources were improved. In the environs 
of Coimbra, and principally in the fertile 
country adjoining the Tagus, the army was 
not expected; ^ the English had not time 
lo carry into eliect their system of exter- 


mination. The vintage was ripe, and the 
country is covered with vines. We got 
possession at Villa Franca*of considerable 
private stores of barley and wheat. In 
other ports of the Tagus, there were 
depots of colonial, produce, rice, sugar, 
cofiee, rum, salt, fish, &c. Hice, Indiirn 
corn, beans, oil, and fish, being the chief 
subsistence of the Portuguese, these w<a 
found every where. We have collected 
cattle .from the plain of Thomas and the 
islets of the Tagus. It required ten or 
tvvclvc da^^s lo repair the broken mills. 
Until they were repaired, we endeavoured 
to regulate the marauding as far as possi- 
ble. Toward the 2 ()lK Oct. the mills were 
assigned to the regiments, and the soldiers 
received their daily ration of bread. At 
the same titfie we formed stores of wheat, 
and baked biscuit at Santareni. Notwith- 
standing, the army of Portugal has re- 
ceived nothing from the leftbank^^d has 
not broken in upon the resources of seve- 
ral vallies; there is therefore nothing to fear 
for the subsistence of the rear-guard, nor for 
that of the 9th and .5th corps. All these 
may be supplied, keep the field, and defy 
the braggings of the English, who for two 
months do not cease to repeat* that the 
army will die of hunger. The Marshal 
Prince of Essling displays great activity 
in procuring supplies, and regulating the 
delivery of provisions. He knows better 
than any body, that upon provisions de- 
pends^he fate of the campaign in Portugal. 
— The army has not so many sick as it 
might have had, considering the long and 
painful nqarchcs which it has made. The 
number does not exceed 1,200. The 
hospitals are at Santarem. Wo are em- 
ployed in organizing them. Although 
we lost fifteen medical men at Coimbra, 
as we have only one establishment for tlie 
sick, enough remains for the actual duty, 
and for such casualties as may occur.— 
The artillery lost some horses on the 
march. Their places were suppliecT by 
liorses taken from the useless baggage of 
some oilicers. The artillery has not suf* 
fered from the fire of the enemy ; it has 
wood, iron, lead, to repair its carriages. 
Workmen are not wanting.— Portugal 
seldom offers situations fit for the manceu- 
vres of cavalry ; it would be difficult to 
employ them advantageously to clear the 
rear of the anny ; for in this close country, 
intersected and full of thickets, the armed 
peasants msw do a great deal of mischief 
without suffering any thing in return. 
The horses are in good condition. 
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PoKT\JCAL»"^( Copied from the 'Fimcs neics^ 
paper of ihe*Tth Dec. 1810, dated 30th 
JSov. 1810. . Notes OH tU Conduct of the 

Englishein PortugaL 

The army of Portugal has encountered 
ol!^stacles in the coiiqiifsi of that kingdom, 
which'arise from the very nature of things, 
and are the necessary result of an inactive 
system of defence, which was prqfoundty 
meditated, and has been executed without 
restraint, with a singular barbarity un- 
known in our European wars, for the ho- 
nour of States and men. — The Portuguese 
do not love the English ; the latter know 
it. They have taken possession of the 
Portuguese army, by filling it with Eng- 
lish officers. '1 he Portuguese general of- 
ficers are no longer employed, but fn the 
fortresses, and with the militia. All the 
brigad^^s .one or two principal officers 
in each regiment, and a great number of 
subalterns, arc English. Part of the 
higher order of Portuguese nobility fol- 
lowed the Prince Regent to the Brazils ; 
there is another part in France; they 
have removed from place the few that re- 
main. This system has excited great 
complaints. There have been, and still 
are, freipu nt quarrels between the officers 
of the two nations.— The capture of Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo, and particulaily of Almeida, 
without .*ny attempt having been made to 
relieve those two fortresses, gave^ great 
clli'iice to the Portuguese nation. The 
Junta of Government was dissatisfied. 
Lord Wellington perceived that be had 
not sufficient influence over its .membus ; 
it was determined, that the Euglisb Am- 
bassador at Lisbon should become a 
Member of the Regency, and that no act 
of government should be f*xecute<l niiloss 
he consented lo it. Then appeared seve- 
ral decrees wor.liy of the lime of Robes- 
pierre. One ])r<.ihibit^d the Portuguese', 
undtr pain oi doath, lo talk »n inil.rary 
subjects or to converse on Tiny oih»'r 
news than what was primed in the Lisbon 
Gazette: ano.her decree ordered the in- 
hahiianl**, under the same ponalty, to 
jvacuate the towns and village-^ which 
tJie English should abandon, to carry with* 
theim their provisions and their caitlo, to 
burn or thiow into the rivers vidiat they 
could not remove, lo destroy the mills, 
the furniture, to barn the crops that were 
not cut dow'n, and to let the wine run# in 
the streets.' — At the beginning of the 
month of September, the Marshal Prince 
of Esslihg assembled his corps of the 


army in the neighbourhood of Almeida* 
Lord Wellington immediately evacuated 
thirty leagoi-'s of counlr}". He took a 
^sitioii at Ponte Marcella, near Coimbra. 
This retrograde movement threw the Por- 
tugut'se into consternation. The Regency 
became alarmed ; the Portuguese troops 
began to desert; it was a common report 
in the ranks, that England intended to 
embark them, to* wasie them afterwards 
in expeditions in life West Indies, and in 
India. Lord Wellington removed the 
fears of ih^ Regency, and appeased the 
commencement of the insurrection. — ^The 
French army entered Portugal : the or- 
ders of i.ord Wellington were executed. 
The peasants who did not fly, and who 
were afterwards seized by the English, 
were either shot or transported. Their 
very tjuops pillaged and burnt the vil- 
lages, whose inhabitants hesitated to de- 
stroy their provisions and furniture. The 
road from Almeida to Lisbon i\as a com- 
[dete desert. We did not meet *2,000 
peasants in ilnt ilistance. — After the battle 
of Biisa' o, Wellington caused Coimbra to 
be illuminated' the xeay of rejoicing ; the 
lamps employed on that occasUm ivere still 
burning when the English ivere already in full 
retreat. Th»*ir troops pillaged Coimbra, 
and committed the greaiesi disorders be- 
fore they withdrew. In six days Wel- 
lington ran from the bankj. i>f the Mon- 
dego to his entrenchments at Lisbon. By 
the rapidity of his march, the districts of 
the valley of the Tagus escaped the sys- 
tem of complete extermination. The dis- 
content w u«! extreme ; the [»eoplc of Lis- 
bon broke out into insurrection ; they 
declared that tin y would prevent the 
English from era harking in the ports of 
the Tagus. The.n.wras imagined that ab- 
surd conspiracy of bO individuals, nobles, 
priests, judges, merchants, former friends 
or enemies to the EreiKh, the greater 
number unconnected with political par- 
lies, whose only crime w'as to attribute to 
the English Machiavelism the ruin of 
tiieir country, and to predict that their 
infamous oppressors would finish by eva- 
ciriting the country, exposed by its very 
defenders to greater horrors than any peo- 
ple 'have yet experieimed. — The ravage 
of the Palatinate, for which lojuvois was 
M» much reproached, perpetrated by an 
•'iiemy^s army, was nothing equal to ths 
ravage committed among the Portuguese 
by their allies. Among these pretended 
conspirators, those who had most influence 
on account of their births their opulencesi 
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their talents, were taken up, and sent to Lon^ 
don. Others were impvisoiiec), and af- 
terwards transported to t6e Brazils. — The 
English send to South America the Por- 
tuguese families who arc disposed to em- 
bark. They do every thing to prevail 
upon those who hesitate lo quit the coun- 
try. The more people quit Lisbon, the 
fewer mouths will they have to feed. The 
situation of the English isi^alarming ; they 
are only 30,0()0 ai most, and by their side 
are 40,000 discontented Portuguese sol- 
diers. Behind these are 100,000 refugees 
in despair, and the immense population of 
Lisbon. The English rule only hy terror; 
they treat the nobility and the public with 
the greatest contempt. Every night is 
signalised by arrests, by seizures ; provi- 
sions are above all price ; it is only by 
enormous sacrifices of money that they 
are able to prevent an insufrcctit»ii. — ^The 
English soldier receivc.i at this time a 
pound of sjdt meat, a half ration of bis- 
cuit, and a certain (quantity of rum. The 
Portuguese soldier receives bread ; but 
only half a puiinci of meat, and no rum. 
This iiiequaliiy of distribiftion is the 
cause of discord between the two arimes. 
—Ail the refugees who wihli to go there, 
are transported to tlie Alenujo. Thf. 
others arc hutted and bivouacked outside 
Lisbon. It is not possible tu ente r that 
city without a« card of safety. go- 

vernment causes biscuit lo be distributed 
to the renigees. The occupation of the 
AIcntcjo will completely starve Lisbon, 
And produce a cri<iis fatal to the English. 
—The enemy has a great many sick. 
They also lose a great deal more by de- 
sertion than ill any former campaign. 
Thei/ desert to avoid corporal panishmmt. 
— The French army isjn good spirits : it 
has confidence in its Commander. We 
have had no desertion from the national 
troops. The army has few foreign bat- 
talions. IVe may f)e (mured, whatever the 
English may say, that there are no deserters. 


Sicn.Y . — Dispatch from Sir John Stuart, 
Count of Maifla, dated Messina, Sept, 22, 
^Published by the Government in 
England, m an Extraordinary Gazette, 
' N^, 19, V3I0. 

Cemnt of 3Iaida to Lord Liverpool, Date 
(15 above. 

Early on the morning of the 1 8th in- 
gtaiit our attention w as much occupied by 
the opposite movements of (General Murat, 
who, by the embarkation of the principal 
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body of his army in the whole of his long * 
range of boats at Scylla anjJ the Puntadel 
Pizzo, and the disposition v>f these vessels 
after being cast off from the shore, seemed 
to indicate A conclusive desigiT upon the 
part of our line extending towards the 
Faro. While the attention of our left 
‘was engaged by the above operation, in-v 
formation was brought to me that a divi- 
sion of ihc enemy, having embarked at 
Reggio during the preceding night, had 
been perceived completing a landing 
upon our right, just before dawn, about 
sev(‘n miles to the southward of Messina. 
Reinfoi cements, which were held in re- 
serve ill this garrison lo move accoiding 
to circumstances, tnarched lo sustain our 
posts at the inv.uled point upon the first 
signa^of aloim ; but the active vigilance 
of the troops stationed at that extremity 
of onr defences, and iheir proiiijit ai^d spi- 
rited behaviour, under the coiuluct of 
Major-General Campbell, bad already 
happily rendered the presence of these 
succours unnecessary. The repulse of 
the enemy in thi'^ partial enterprise, and 
the equally disgraceful and precipitate 
night of the French General who com- 
nnnded it, witii the sacrifice of so const* 
derabic a p.irt of his equipment, are more 
fully detailed in the adjoined report 
from Major-tieiieral Campbcdl lo myself, 
on the proceedings of this fortunate day : 
and 1 hope his Majesty will be graciously 
pleased lo draw an augur from the rela- 
tion of this ofiicer, of the future conduct 
of riiis army at large, in any emergency 
of service, which it may become their 
duty to encounter. The zeal, the warmth 
exemplified by the neighbouring peasantry 
ill (lur behalf, and which were not mani- 
fested without a loss, and the judgment as 
w^ell as alacrity with which 1 have since 
learnt that those in remoter districts niada 
immediate dispositions lo obstruct the 
progress of the enemy in their possible 
attempt to penetrate, into the* country, 
were far beyond what I could have hoped 
or expected fropi their peaceful habits ; 
and so strongly was their animosity 
marked towards their invaders, that th^ 
•interposition of our escorts was frequently 
necessary to protect our prisoners from 
their fury in conducting them, after their 
surrender, to the Citadel of Messina. A 
colour inscribed as a gift from Gioachino 
l^a^olcone to the Royal Corsican Corp9> 
said to bo new for the, occasion of the ex- 
pedition, fell among other captures of the 
morning into our hands; and I hope his 
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Majeftty will be graciously pleased to ap- 
prove my transmittal of this trophy to be 
respectfully laid at the feet of his ilMcilian 
Majesty, as a token of our zeal in support 
of his roytl cause ”aud as a record that the 
first eiibrt of a daring enemy to plant the 
Standard of usurpation in this his second 
Itingdotn, and which still owns his rightful 
dominion, was repulsed by a British army. 
1 cannot close this communication to your 
Lordship, without expressing my ofiicial 
acknowledgements of the great assistance 
I have derived from Lieutenant-General 
Lord Forbes, as well as the other general 
oificers, and indeed every department and 
rank of this army, during a long period 
of four months, in which the contiguity 
and constant menaces of an enterprising 
enemy have demanded from us a "system 
of unabating vigilance, to which every 
mind^ ^^a SjSubmitted with cheerfulness, but 
which your Lordship will believe has not 
been without its fatigue. The habitual, 
cordial, and friendly co-operation which I 
have received from Admiral Martin and 
the naval force under his orders during 
this interval of anxiety, I have before had 
occasion to mention to your Lordship. 


Adjutant General Major General CamphelVs 
Report to the Count of Maida, dated 
Messina, \Bth September 1810. 

Sir ; — Being apprized about a quarter 
past four this morning, that a detachment 
of trie cnemy^s boats had approached and 
fired upon the cavalry picquet at St. 
^tephano, 1 deemed it expedient to repair 
towards that place; and on my way 
thither, discovered (before day-light) a 
smart fire of musketry, apparently near 
Mill. On my arrival at Mili, 1 found 
Lieutenant-colonel Adam, with the 21st 
regiment, very judiciously ppsted in that 
advantageous spot (supported by the 5d 
-King's German Legion) with two six- 
pounders ; and the riflemen of the; King's 
German - Legion in his front, beyond the 
Mill Fiumara, briskly exchanging shots 
’With the enemy.— Thus situated, and whei^ 

. fill! daylight rendered all objects distinctly 
'risible, 1 clearly observed about forty of 
'like enemy's large boats disembarking 
• troops between St. Stephano and GaUti * 
^ which/ -as they gained the shore, pushed 
on and occupied the crest of the whole 
^ ridge of rising ground, extending from the 
' place of their debarkation to the front and 
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right of the Mili -Fiumara. — Every mea- 
sure of precaution was adopted to occupy 
the mountain passes adjacent to the Mili 
position ; and whilst thus employed, anti 
eagerly watching the enemy's further 
movement, 1 observed not only an hesita* 
tioiiand period to his further ad vanpe upon 
the heights, but that he was actually 
hastily re-embaiking his troops nearest the 
beach ; occasioned, 1 have no doubt, by 
the spirited and ^unexpected manner iti 
which he was brought to action by the 2d 
light infantry, under Lieutenant-colonel 
Fischer, which, moving from its canton- 
ments of St. Placido, hung upon his tear 
and left. I had no sooner satisfied myself 
as to this point, than I directed the 21st 
regiment, with two 6 pounders, to move 
briskly forward by the great road and 
beach from Mili/ preceded by the riflemen 
of the 3d and 4th King's German Legion, 
and flankers of tlMi 21 st regiment, which 
produced the double eflect of precipitating 
the enemy's retreat to his boats, and throw'- 
ing into our power the whole of the corps 
which had gained the heights, and others 
whom their boats abandoned to their fate. 
— I understand this corps to have been 
under the orders of General Cavignac,and 
to have consisted of twp battalions of Cor- 
sicans, 1st battalion of the 2d Neapolitan 
light infantry (six companies,) 1st batta- 
lion of the 3d of the line Neapolitan infan- 
try (six companies), 1st battalion of the 
4th of the line Neapolitan infantry (six 
companies), in all about 3,500 men ; of 
whom, one of the Corsican battalions, with 
a stand of colours, a Colonel Chief de 
I'Etat Major of division, a Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel-commaiidant, with forty inferior 
oificers, including an Aide-de-camp of 
General Cavignac, and upwards of eight 
hundred soldiers, have surrendered priso- 
ners of war at discretion.— -It is now only 
necessary for me to add, that the corps 
which repulsed the enemy were Captain 
Joerres's troop, of the 20th Light Dra- 
goons ; the 2d light infantry battalion (to 
whom every praise is due for the spirited 
and masterly manner in which it made the 
first impression upon them;) the riflemen 
of the 3d and 4th King's German Legion ; 
the 21st regiment ; and a portion of the 
3d King's German Legion ; as also a de- 
tachment of the Royal Artillery, with 
field-guns, under Lieutenant Cotton. . 

(To be continued,) 
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“ The English are a sober, THINKING people, and arc more and more so/^d'ihan any 
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PAPER AGAINCT GOLD: 

BEING AN EXAMINATION 


OP THl 

Report 0/ the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO TUB 

TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBITRY. 


Letter XX. 

Tfte war being now over, 3fr. Piit*s reasons 
ceased of course — The peace br ings no golden 
payments at the Bank-^AIn Addington be- 
corns Minister-— Gives notice of an intention 
to continue the Act of 1797 — Mr. Robson 
calls for papers, which are refused— He com- 
pares Bank-notes to assignats and is himself 
called to order— Mr. Addington’s reasons for 
renewing the Act in April 1 802 — His reasons 
for another continuation of the BUI in Febru- 
ary 1803— Mr. l\emey calls for inquiry-^ 
The Act renewed again, in Dec. 1803, till six 
months after peace. 

Gentlemen/ 

In Letter XIX, page 1106, we traced 
the Bank Stoppage, br Restriction Act, 
down to the end of the last war, in the 
year 1802. We saw it introduced under 
pretence of the absolute necessity of it fur 
a temporary purpose ; we saw it passed, 
at first, for only^y two days; and with 
every expectation held forth, that it would 
be repealed before the expiration even of 
that time ; we then saw, that it not 
only lived for the fifty two days, but, at 
the expiration of that time, was prolonged* 
for five months ; and, when the end of that 
five months came, we saw it prolonged 
for the duration qf the lfar,upon the ground, 
that the enemy had openly avowed his de- 
termination to effect the destruction qf our 
public credit, and that, therefore, it was 
necessary to keep upon the defensive.' T \ub 


was the precise ground stated by the 
Minister himself. The enemy had avowed 
his determination to destroy our credit, 
and therefore, the Bank was to be protected 
from paying zts promissory notes, agreeably 
to the conditions on which these notes had 
been received in payment. The enemy 
had avowed his determination to blast the 
credit of England, and, therefore, the Bank 
of England wad to stop payment with irnpu* 
nity, as long as the war should last, 

m V 

Such were the reasons, such the doctrine, 
to which was at last driven the Grand 
financier/* Mr. Pitt, w'ho bad begun his 
careei by bespeaking a column to his me- 
mory, on which the words ** Puklic Cre- 
'• DiT** should be inscribed,; such was now 
the doctrine of the ** heaven-born mi- 
“ nister ;** " the Pitht that weather’d the 

storm " the great statesman now no 
** more.” He weathered the storm so ably, 
that, at the end of only four years of his 
war against the Republicans of Prance, 
duri)i|; which four years he had, perhaps, 
forty times foretold that France would sink 
beiaeath the weight of bankruptcy, he him- 
self comes into that same House of Com- 
mons wlfere his promises to ruin Francs 
had been so often heard, and there he 
calls upon the members to protect the 
Bank of England in non-payment of its 
notes ; he calls upon them for a law to 
compel the Public Creditor to take his 
dividends in a paper not convertible into 
gold ; and, his reason for this is, that the 
French, that those same French, that 
the bankrupt French, that the beggared 
French threatened to make war upon our fi- 
nances ! Aye/ he, the boaster, who had 
made so many, so many scores, of trium- 
phant comparisons between the 8ituaty)ii 
of England and France ; who had so 
many scores, I might say bund reds of timet 
(for he frequently did it several limes in one 
speech), represented England as so highly 
blessed in wealth and credit, while P'rance 
v^as sunk into the lowest abyss of poverty 
and threatened with all the evils attendant 
upon a debased paper-money ; he, this 
2 O 
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very same man ; the identical hcaven- 
born minister, ^•now asked for a law to 
protect the Bank against the demands of 
the holders o& its note«« and to compel the 
public creditor to receive his dividends 
in t^at same sort of notes or not at all ; 
and, all this he did, because those same 
poor, ruined, beggared, and beaten 
French, had avoived their intention qf making 
ttar upon om' Jinances, 

But, at any rate, this reason held good 
only during the war. The " heaven-born 
“ mull/* as we have seen in the last letter, 
expressly stated, that the measure was a I 
mere xcur measure, intended to meet the 
hostility of the enemy ; “ to meet his 
ctlorts of desperation,^* But, it did not 
follow, he said, that the non-payment of 
casli would continue during the whole of 
the w'ai'TT bcc merely while the enemy 
pursued the war in xin then** present shape.** 
So that, at all events, it was believed, or, 
it was intended to make this ** most thinking 
** people in the world** believe, that the 
measure vionld last only for the war at 
longest, and that when peace returned, 
they would once more get guineas for 
their notes, and that tliose of them who 
liad dividends to icccive, would receive 
them in gold if they chose, as they for- 
merly used to do; and, this was one of! 
the reasons why the nation so anxiously 
wished for peace. 

Well, in Peace came J But, alas! 

it brought no guineas in payments at the 
Bank. It brought with it no gcfldeii pay- 
ments to the Stock- holder, or Public^ 
Creditor, as some people call him. Peace 
brought no repeal of the Bank IStoppage, 
or Restriction, Act. On the contrary, it 
did, as we have seen at page 1090, bring 
an extension of the duration of that Act 
from the 3()th of ApriC 1802, to the 1st 
of March, 1 803. And' thus it was that 
the promise was kept. Thus it was that 
“ ihe ?nosi thinking people in the world** 
raw their heaven-born Minister*s** doc- 
trines verified. 

, Bbh, what was new the pretence for coii-' 
tiniiiiig this act? The war was over. The 
shoutings and the bon-firings and the bell- 
ringings for peace had taken place. Mu. 
Addington, the prime minister, and Lord 
Hawkesbury, the negociator, had bden 
praised in all manner of ways for the 
“ blessings of peace.** What, then, could 
be the pretencer for coxidnuing the Stop- 


[im 

page Act ? You shall hear, Gentle^men ; 
for it is impossible to do justice to the 
reason extept in the words of the Mi- 
nister himself and of those who sopporled 
him. 

You must remember. Gentlemen, that 
just before the peace was begun to be negv- 
dated, the “ heaven-born ** and some 
others^wciit out of pflicc, and that Mr. 
Henry Addington, now Lord Viscount 
SiDMouTir, succeeded liim^ as prime mi- 
nister. To his lot, therefore, it fell to 
propose the continnatioii of the Stoppage 
Act, in peace; but, you should bear in 
mind, that this was, in faetj^ no change cf 
ministry; it was merely a change of a 
•eery few qf the men in power. All those 
who had voted for Pitt, continued to 
vote for his successor, as did also Mr. Pitt 
himself. So that the continuation of the 
Stoppage Act is not to be ascribed, in 
anywise, to this change of men, the people 
still ill power being the same people who 
supported all the measures of the minister, 
Pitt, and whp, indeed, brought him back 
into pow'cr again in the year 1804. 

' It was oil the 9th of April 1 802, that 
the continuation was proposed by Mr. Ad- 
dington ; but, notice of his intention 
having been before given, Mr. RonroN. 
on the 2nd of April, niovl’d for certain 
papers, showing the nature of the rilfniis 
of the Bank, which was opposed by lliE 
Minister, Addington, lyho, without more 
ado, moved the previous guestiori upon it. 
Whereupon Mr. Robson said, that this 
was using him and those who thought 
with him very ill. Notice had been given, 
he said, by the minister, of his intention 
to bring in a biK to continue the Act, 
which protected the Bank from paying in 
gold and silver, and, he wished to know 
how the aiVairs of the Bank stood, that he 
might be able to judge whether, he pught 
to consent to such a measure or not. 
« He maintained that all Europe was con- 
" templating the payment of specie by 
" the Bank, as the criterion of the credit 
" of the Country. If the Bank continued 
to issue paper, country banks would do 
** the same without controul ; they would 
** issue their notes without mercy. It was, 
in his opinion, THE COMMENCE- 
'' MEN T OF A COURSE OF ASSIG- 
NATS. (Order ! , order ! and question f 
** was called from every part of the House**) 

The question being put, it was carried 
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af^ainst Mr. Robson, without a division. 
He was not allowed to have the papers he 
wanted. It was unnecessar}P, he was 
told ; and, when he ventured to compare 
bank notes to assignats, he was caiied to 
order. He was called to order for speak- 
ing irreverently of those notes, those pro- 
missory notes, which were by law ren- 
dered not payable agreeably to promise, 
and which law it now proposed io 
continue. “ 

Now we come to the Minister, Adding- 
ton's, reasons for continuing this Act after 
du: aid of the war; and to those reasons 
we must pay partiriilar atleiition. lie, 
prefaced his proposition, as his picde- 
cessor ah\ays used to do, by very high 
language about the abiliiy of the Rank to 
pay in coin. He said, in llui debate of 
the-Otli of April, " Thavc the satiafac'ion 
of being convinced, that the measure 
" cannot iiirnish a pretence to the 2 nost timid 
“ man in ike House, to suppose the Hank does 
7iot pos*!ess- within itself the 7nost ample 
** means of satisfying the full twient of the de- 
'' viufiib xvhich may he made %ipon it, hy the 
payimnt of its notes in speck ^ In the 
debate of the *21st of April, he said, that 
*' on the solidity of the Rank, he was enti- 
“ tied to say and assume, there was now no 
question, citlur in that Hoose or else- 
» where. Oit the DISPOSITION of the 
Rank to make payments in bpecic, he 
“ was also entitled to assume, nay he owed 
it to the Rank to A.SSERT, they had 
** manifested a readiness to do to. It was, 
however, thought necessary to continue 
** this restriction for a while.** Hriving 
said this, he said, that it w'as, of course, 
quite unnecessary to enter into any inquiry 
as to the state of the Rank’s aflairs ; niid, 
accordingly, it only remained for him to 
state the gromds, upon w'hich he proposed 
the continuation of the measure. But, 
Gentlemen, pray bear in mind, that this 
Minister gave the country to understand, 
that the Bank Company had, even at that 
time, manifested a readiness to make pay- 
** menisin specie” and this was now nearly 
nine years ago. Yet, Mu. RandIe Jack- 
son now bestows something very much* 
like abu^e upon the Bullion Committee, 
because they recommend to the House io 
make the Bank Company beqin to pay in 
specie in two years from this time. What 
should make the Rank Company angry 
with the Committee, if it was true, that 
they wished to pay in money so long Ss eight 
yewfs and nine months ago f 


The grounds which the Minister^ Al- 
dington, stated for thecuntinuaiion were 
as follows. In the debate of the 9th of 
April, he said : •* Tl^e groungs on which I 
shall rest the proposition I have * to 
** make to the House arc notorious ; and it 
will be for the sober and dispassidAate 
reflection of fhe House, whether the 
measure 1 shall submit docs not ueces- 
“ sarily result from facts and circuin> 
stances too well known oven to require 
a particular statement of them. It cannot 
" be necessary for me to inform the House, 
" that the rate of exchange between this conn- 
** try and foreigii parts is disadvantageous to 

" nur.selves It cannot be necessary for 

"me to piovc, that while the rate of ex- 
** change h disadvantageous to us, an mig- 
" }/ientatio7f of the circulating cash would 
" creme a trade highly injurious to the in- 
" ttrest and connucrct of thi^ ccj^mUy. It 
" is well known, that for several months 
" past th'Te has been a trade carrying on 
" in pur chasing guineas with a view to the ex- 

poitatioa of them In addition to 

" these reasons, lln' House will reflect 
" upon tlio inconvenience wdiich would 
** unavoidably result from letting loose s>\iq\\ 
a proportion of the coin of the country 
** as would be circulated by taking off the 
" restriction. I am not aware or any in- 
" convenience that can possibly arise from 
" continuing it. We have had the satis- 
** faction, arising from the experience of 
" three or four years of difticulty ? we 
have hail experience, that 'during sucli 
** period, the cTedit cf the Hunk hat under- 
" gone no diminution whatever. Bank notes 
" have maintained their reputation and 
" have been every wliere received chear- 

** fully and readily,, Some Gentle- 

*• men are desirous that the Bunk should 
" pay in cash for notes of small denomi- 
" n..tion ; but till there is a full and abun- 
" dant supply of cash by opening the 
" Bank entirely, it is cxtre?nely convenient 
" to aBbrd circulation to 1 1. and 21. notes. 
By the payment of thmi in specie, a 
general anxiety would be introduced of 
** obtaining cask at the Hank, Notes of 
" 1,()(H)I. and .000/. would be changed for 
** notes of 1/. and 2l. in order that they 
" might be immediately changed again for 
•* cash. If a restraint was to be imposed 
" with respect to the number of notes of 
''small denomination, , they would be 
"siriven out of circulation altogether; and 
" there would be no small notes but tho^c 
" issued by Bankers.'* 
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There, Gentlemen, yea have now before 
you the reasons, why this Act was con- 
tinued after the war. The Minister, Pitt, 
told the natmu, that it was necessary dar- 
ing the war, iiv order to prevent the enemy 
from executing his vow of destroying our 
crhiit: and, the Minister, Addington, told 
ihe nation, that it was necessary after ih£ 
\jt:ar was overt because the rate ot exchange 
was against us, because people were ex- 
porting guineas when they could lay hold 
of them, because to repeal the act would 
let coin loose, because the experience of 
years had shewn that the stoppage of cash 
payments had done no harm to the credit 
of the IBank whose notes were every where 
received cheerfully and readily, and, 
finally, because (pray mark !) if a part of 
the notes were to be paid irit specie, that 
would give rise to a general anxiety to obtain 
cash atfkejdank, and that people would 
change Targe notes into small ones, in or dei' 
immediately to change these latter for cash. 

So, then, Mr. Addington, the people 
did, eycn in your time, like the gold 
better than the notes ? Though you could 
not perceive, not you, any inconvenience 
from the continuation of the Act ; though 
you had seen with satisfaction the experi- 
ence of the years of suspension ; though 
'' the credit of the Bank had undergone no 

diminution whatever;** though the Bank 
notes had maintained their reputation and 
had been everywhere received chearfully 
and readily: yet, notwithstanding all this, 
you object to ninke the notes pay- 

able in 'gold, lest the holders, of them 
shoukl lun to (he UanJiandget cash for them; 
lest this taste of the sweets of gold should 
excite a general anxiety of obtaining cash at 
the Bank ; and lest large notes should be 
changed into small ones for the purpose 
of again clianging these latter into cask. 
But, why was this tc be feared? The 
Bank Directors were surely, the best 
judges of this; and, you say, not only that 
they are able to pay ; but that tliey have 
manifested a readiness to pay their notes in 
specie. Now, this being \he case, what 
danger was there of a run upon the Bank? 
Aiid, if there had been a run, what danger j 
was there in that, seeing that tliere were 
means amply sutlicient to meet such run ? 

Mr. Robson, whom we have seen called 
to order for speaking so irreverently; of 
Bank Notes, opposed the hill in its sub- 
sequent stages : he pointed out the advan- 
tages which the Bank derived from the 


Act; ho foretold what the Bullion Com- 
mittee have now declared to have conic to 
pass: in«short, he did all that it was in 
his power to do to prevent the continua- 
tion of a measure, which a committee ot 
that same House of Commons have now 
declared to have produced such fearful 
consequences ; and this Mr. Robson did 
while Mr. IIuskisson, who now tells us 
that no one foresaw the evil, not only suf- 
fered the measure to pass in sllenre, but 
was one of the majority of the Minister 
by whom the measure was proposed and 
put in execution. 

Well, hut, afier ail, the Act was to last 
only ten months; only till ihe first of March 
1803; it was only, as the Minister's bro- 
ther, Mr. Milf.v Addington, called it, 

a tcmpouiry provision, Till the of 

ike peace should liave begun to operate.*' 
Only this. Nothing more. Yet did they, 
when the 1st of Maicli, 1S03, came, re- 
new tile Act again. Again. diil they pass 
a law to [irotect the able-and-willing-to- 
pay Bank against the demands of the note- 
holders ! Again did they pass an Act, to 
continue in force till six weeks after the 
commencement of the then next se$.sion 
of parliament, the measure for preventing 
payments in cash, chough peace had been 
made a whole year, and though they said, 
that the Bank was able and ready to pay. 

Let us see, then, Gentlemen, what were 
the reasons given woty. “ The most thinking 
** people in the world,*' were, as wc have 
seen, told the hist time, that the Act of 
renewal was a temporary provision, 'till 
** the effects of peace should have begun 
" to operate;*' and, as peace had now 
lasted a whole year, what reason, what 
pretence, what excuse, what apology was 
now to be found ? This is what vye ought 
to keep our eye upon. We know well, 
that they Renewed the Act; but, in order 
to be able to judge of what will be done 
in future, wc must take care to keep in 
view the reasons, which, at the different 
renewals, were given for the measure. 

When he came to propose th^ second 
renewal after the war was over, it must be 
confessad, that Mu. Addington did ap- 
pear to perceive the light in which he. 
stootl. He did appear sensible of his 
situation ; and, doubtless, this was amongst 
the things, for which, as it was asserted by 
a pamphleteer soon afterwards, Mr. Pitt 
was under obligations to his successor. It 
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was on the 7 th of February, 1 803, that he 
moved for leave to bring in this He 

begun by saying <'that it was with the 
** utmost reluctance that he submitted the 
** proposition to the House, but the rea- 
** sons which suggested it were loo 
‘‘ strong, and the necessity too urgent, to be 
" resisted ; that necessity, however, he 
hoped, would soon disappear i and, he 
** anxiously and impatkntiy looked forward 
** to the day, which he trusted was not 
" far removed, when the Bank would be 
** at liberty to resume its payments in 
" specie.^' The grounds for proposing 
this measure he stated to be, that thcco^o^e* 
of exchange was still against this country, 
and, as the House ** last year, considered 
** that a suflicient argument for the inea- 
sure, he would appeal to the candour 
and good sense of* the House wlicther 
" it would he expedient to allow the rc- 
** striclioii to cease.'* He also said, that 
a sudden issue of casli from the Bank 
** would produce a run upon the country 
Banks, and a consequent run upon the 
** Bank of England, which •might be pro- 
ductive of most serious consequences." 
He further observed that, ** the exchange 
being against us had arisen from the 
circumstance ot' scarcity of corn, which, 
of late years had caused so much Bul- 
lion lo be«ent out of the country, and 
that it was obvious, that we should wait 
" the operations of a flourishing coin- 
** merce to bring back some proportion 
of this vast amount of Bullion, before 
** w'e attempted to permit tlie Bank to 
issue specie." 

The whole world never, in my opinion, 
heard any thing like before. Were it 
not upon record, in a manner not to be di.s- 
puted, it would not, it could not, be believed. 
Mr. Tierney, and Mr. Fox, spoke against 
the motion, and particularly wished for an 
inquiry previous to the passing of such a 
Bill. Mr. Tierney said ** according to 
the report of the committee of 1 797, the 
proportion of cash and Bullion in the 
** Bank amounted to ONE MILLION, 
when the Order of Council was issued :• 
and some short time afterwards this sum 
•• tuas increased to SIX MILLIONS, W as 
" it not now a lit object for enquiry ; 
** What ftad become of their six millions ? 
if it was forth-coming to meet any exi- 
gency ? and if it was, why should the 
'' Bank hesitate to resume their operation ? 
They could not be afraid of a run upon 
them, for who could now think of any 


" material advantage from hoarding 
" gold ?" Neveriheless, the bill passed ; 
and thus was the Bank protected against 
demands upon tlienf for calh, until six 
weeks after the comincnceinent of the 
then next Session of Parl'ianicut, which 
Session began in Novembir 1803.* 

After what we have now seen, we can 
hardly expect to bear of any more reasons. 
It would, I think, have been utlcrly im- 
possible to invent any pretext that Mr. 
Addington would have made use of; 
l»ut, most fortunately tor him, before par*- 
liainent met, and, of course, before the Act 
expired, WAR had begun again. That 
was ({uite enough ; and. w' it bout any 
scrtfjile, hesitation, or ceremony, the Mi- 
nister brought in a bill to prolong the 
Stoppage, OF' Restriction, till' the lurtr should 
be: 0 ver, and until six months after dfmtive 
treaty of peace sltoidd be concluded. He said, 
that, “ though doubts had been entertain- 
ed as to the propriety ol' the measure, 
during a period <.f peace, lie had never 
** heard its policy questioned during a pe- 
riod of war. Under the impiession, 
** therefore, that no doubts (.xisutl on the 
subject, he should take it for granted 
" that no objection would be made, in the 
“ present instance, to a renewal of the niea- 
sure. It was sati^ractory to know that 
“ the credit of the Bank bad remained 
** firiTi and unshaken, during the past ex- 
“ pcrionce of the measure, and that its suf- 
** ficiency to makd good its cngagenicnls, both 
" was, and is, unaj/’ected by even the slightest 
** suspicion.'* 

This was all. There was very little 
more said about the matter. Ail the anx- 
iety that he expressed upon the former oc- 
casion, for the happy day of cash- pay- 
ments to come, v\(ds now lurgoltcii ; or he 
had got an entiieiy new view ol the mat- 
ter. There were some very nin'rcsting 
debates upon the subject, in the House of 
Lords, in which Lord King and Lord 
Qvienville took a part, ami in which they 

* The whole of this debate is vt ry^ini- 
portant, and also a subsequent one of the 
1 1th February, 1803. They will be found 
at full length, and very accuratelv given, 
in the Political Register. Vol. Hi. pages, 
A233 and 1247. 

f See Parliamentary Debates, Vol. 1 
page 52. Where the leadt-r will find Air. 
Addington’s grave ideas respecting Loiu d 
ingmney^ 
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showed, that they were duly impressed 
with the dangerous consequences of thus 
continuing this Act in force but, what 
they said w& of no *avail. The Act was 
passed; it is, as you well know, Gentle- 
nieti, in force to this day ; and, the pro- 
position of the Bullion Committee is, that 
it shall be mforcct to its present extent, at 
least, only two years longer. 

When we take a review of the reasons 
for the passing of this Act, at the several 
times at which it has been )>as-;ed; when 
we sec how those reasons have urtr/ed; when 
we see how many times tlic expectation 
of a return to cash-payments has been<lis- 
appointed ; but, especially when vve look 
well into the part which the Bank Co)ilpa7iy 
themselves have borne in these transactions ; 
when wc look at what passed between the 
Minister ‘anu the Bank Cofliipany 
to the Stoppage ; when w^e look behind the 
curtain and see the plan laid for a private 
Meeting of the principal Bankers to settle 
upon the scheme for u genera] meeting ; 
when we afterwards hear the Minister, in 
parliament, talking of that Electing as of* 
a thin^ in which he had hud nothing to do, 
and citing it as a mark of the public confidence 
in the Bank Paper ; when wc take this re- 
view, Gentlemen, it is not, I think, possi- 
ble, that any of us can ever agniii be de- 
ceived by professions^ promises, and outivard 
appearance, as far, at least, as relates to the 
subject of Batik notes, 

I have now gone through the whole his- 
tory of the Stoppage of money-payments 
al the Bank of iingland, wdiirh history, 
though ii has. Gentlemen, taken up a good 
deal of lime, will, 1 trust, be found well 
worth both our time and our labour. 
Without a knowledge of ihis history, it is 
impossible for any one- to form so correct 
an opinion, as to the future, as he will be 
able to do with this history fairly imprint- 
ed on his mimh In this history be ii is be- 
fore him t(ic experience of thirteen years ; 
and, from what has been, he will easily 
i’ti'Tni hia opimon us to wUat, under the. 
operation of similar circumstances, is 


* See Parli,»mentary Debates, Vol. I. 
page 352 to loO. And page *104. to 319. 
These two debates are of great importance. 
There is scarcely any thing to be found 
in the Bullion Keport, as touching the 
main points, which will not be found to 
hare been said, upon this occasion, by one 
, or the other of these two Noblemen^ 


likely to be. Wc have, by toiling through 
this history, furnished ourselves with all 
the knowledge (of any real use hero) 
possessed by the members of the Bullion 
Committee ; and, perhaps, a little more ; 
so that, we shall lunv enter into an exa- 
mination of iheir production without any 
dread of difficulty in the progress, 6r of 
error in the conclusion. 

1 am. Gentlemen, 

Your faithful friend, 

W“. COBBETT. 

State 1^'iaon, Newgate, Monday, 

December 10, IS ID. 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS 

Portugal. The War. There ift 

nothing ntw upon this subject hut rhe tone 
of the venal press, which is wholly new, it 
liuving now ceased to talk about umahilat^ 
ingox staxvmg the French ; nay, it having 
begun to talk about ultimate success as n 
thing that wc never ivcre taw^hl to e.xpect. 
Ob ! thinking people, if lliis does not pro- 
duce, some etlect upon you, what will ? 
Nothing but that which inakescven hrutis 
feci and perceive.— —We are told, how- 
ever, that provisions, stores, and rein- 
forcements of all sorts, are hastening out 
to Lisb. n ; and, those prints, which have 
becii most loud in their praises of Lord 
Talavera, and in their promises of de- 
sti action to Massena and his army, seem 
to Complain, that reinforcements Jiavc not 
been sooner sent out. They say, that 
they had hoped, that rtinrorcernents 
" would have been sent to him ’ere now ; 
for that, however grait his mcccss, still 
the troops ought (o sent in order to 
render that succcas (lie more complete; 
and, in the event of disaster, rciiiforce- 
ments might enable him to retrieve it, 

" and to turn the tide in his favour.” 

Thus, you see, then, reader, they can be- 
gin to talk of disaster. They have evi- 
dently been harbouring the idea, or, rather 
it has haunted their heads (as apparitions 
are wont to visit empty houses), fpr some 
time back ; and, at last, they have screwed 

' up their nerves to the naming of the thing. 
Ami, we arc now told, we, sober, 'I HiNK- 
ING, intelligent, solid pjoplc, are now 
told, that, at all events and all hazards, 
reinforcements ought to be sent to fight, 
either ofiensivciy or defensively, against 
. . , aye, against'an enemy, whom we were 
before told, we had safe in a trap, and 
who had, for weeks, been stetving down hU 
horses fp .make soup qf, * What a thinking 
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people we are. Aye, and those who are 
at large in this town, will not fail to hear 
from the lips of the *' loyal* ^ confident 
hopes founded on the call for these rein- 
forcements, as they ^before founded upon 
the assertions of our having caught the 
enemy in a trap. Aye ; and they will 
still insist that he is in a trap, and that 
these reinforcements are nevertheless wantfd. 
'I'here is nothing that they will not, as to 
such matters, say, and that they will not 
bwear, when swearing is necessary.— —It 
seems, however, if the public prints are 
to be believed, that Napoleon is sending I 
reinforcements towards Portugal, and, if 
he is, wo shall not be long, before we 
hear of the ellects of that movement. He 
seldom makes a movement in vain ; and, 
it French reinforcements are really on 
their way to Portugal to any great, 
amount, all that our JiOrd Marshal can ' 
possibl}'^ accomplish for us, is, I should 
suppose, to expend for us ten or a dozen 
millions of money, and, of course, make 
that much of addition to the national debt. 

• 

Invasion. Prei»arations for. — s— It is 
stated, and with a great deal of confi- 
dence, that Napoleon is putting an army 
on board his ships in the Scheldt, and that 
he is making very serious prejjurations in 
all the porjs on the coast opposite the 
Eastern part of England. What degree 
of credit vve ought to attach to this report, 

I cannot say ; but, it is, I think, next to 
impossible to fuid any man in his senses, 
who will deny, that such preparations, if 
not actually making, are very likely to 
be made, in a sliort lime. Indeed, to sup- 
pose, that Napoleon will not make such 
preparations, and that he will not, in the 
course of a jrear, make the attack, unless 
some material ''change in the circum- 
stanc es of Europe take place, is folly in 
the highest degree. The Emperor does 
not mean to slop where he is. All of 
us agree in ' this. No one, even amongst 
rho^e, who, to justify their sycophancy, 
adect to think that all is safe ; no one 
even of these men will den 5 ^ that Napo- i 
Icon’s object is to subjugate England, and I 
that nothing short of that will satisfy 
him. This being his object, then, why 
should we believe, that he will not use ail 
Uie means in his power to accomplish it ? 

^Why should we suppose, that he will not 
make use of the shipping and seamen of 
Sweden, Denmark, and Holland^ in order 
to annoy us ? He is not to be told what 
effects the expect of invasion would have i 
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upon this country. He has seen speci- 
mens enough of it, andthftugh the nature of 
the Bank Company's affairs is such, that 
they may now, as ih^ Elder George Rose 
observed in his pamphlet, set a run at defi^ 

I URC^/yet, would invasion, if seriously ex- 
pected, produce effects, even in ptcuurary 
matters, the extent of which it is not 
every noddle that can calculate, and that 
certainly would not be checked by ordi- 
nary and vulgar expedients. \Vhcn 

invasion was expected in 180.3, J^ru 
Grknville suggested a plan for giving sc- 
curiiy to tfte country bank notes, in case of 
actual invasion. It was very ingenious, 
and proved that he had thought a great 
deal upon the subject. But^ I cannot 
say„ that I looked upon it a.s practicable 
Yet, it waf evident, that some precaution 
of this sort would become absolutely ne- 
cessary if invasion began Uk w(;ar a seri- 
ous aspect ; for, not only might .whole 
districts be in the same situation that the 
City of Salisbury was in, a little while 
ago ; but they might remain in that situa- 
tion, ’till, perhaps, the power of law would 
be compelled to yield to the powers of 
hunger or of other feelings equally strong. 
In such a state of things, happy would be 
the man* that had a guinea ; but, as every 
one could not have a guinea, nor even a 
shilling, I think that tho sooner the pro- 
position of my Lord Grenville is 
brought forward for discussion the beiter. 
For, to suppose, that the aspect of iiiva- 
s\pn will not soon pre.sent itself is to de- 
ceive ourselves most grossly. Present it 
self it will, and, it is the duty of every 

man to prepare himself for it. As to 

the sending of the troop.s out of the coun- 
try to reinforce I/)rd Talavera, while in- 
vasion is threatened on the oUier side of 
the channel, there arc, it would seem, two 
opinions ; but, the venal prints, who are 
crying aloud for*troopa U) be sent to Lis- 
bon, and who seem 16 think, that they 
are going away too slowly, tell vs, ** that 
“ even the Volunteer Corps of the County, 
" in which the VrcncU may laiul, sup- 
" posing them to chide the vigiLwte of 
** our fleets, would be (pule sufficient to ^ive 
** a good account of thew.” NnA, \.ben,\\e, 
are further told, that it would bo dis- 
graceful to us, if our atrentioo could he, 
for a moment, diverted from Portugal by 
Buonaparte’s preparations for invading 
England! Famous swagsfeJ’! '^'twenty 

" more ; kill ’em!" ^The same thing 

was, however, said, some months ago, 
when we were told, that a regular soldier 
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oug^a not to he Itft in England : that all, 
that every maiT, except the recruiting 
parties, ought to be sent and put under 
the command of the«Viscount of Tulavera. 
— — Now, what these people say cannot 
b^^lrue, because Jo DOE Grose told me, 
that it was necessary to have FOREIGN 
TROOPS to assist in the defence qf this 
country, which foreign troops are, I be- 
lieve, still in this country, or, a great part 
of them, at least; and, it is not more 
than two months ago, since these same 
venal writers informed us, that a parcel of 
Gentian deserters from the French army in 
Portugal, had been marched to join the 
German Legion at Bethill in Kent.-^ — So 
that, while they one day tell us of the 
existence of a corps of foreign troops in 
the heart of England and mention with 
seeming pleasure the additions made to ' 
those troopar, they, the next day, tell us, 
that wc do not want a regular soldier m 
England to defend it against the enemy, 
for whom our Volunteers alone, exclusive 
of the militia, would be more than a 

match. Leaving the reader to bestow 

a little reflection upon these matters, I 
shall just observe, that, if Napoleon has 
really an intention to invade England, he 
has, thus far, acted very wisely in his 
management of the three wars going on 
in Spaiui Portugal, and Sicily, which arc 
so many most copious drains upon us for 
men and money, for all the si newt,, the 
blood and hones, of war. If he means 
now to attack England, or Ireland, ,or 
both, he has provided three such diversions 
as were never before seen in &ny war. 
We have from 13 to 18 thousand men, 
perhaps, in Sicily and the adjacent islands. 

^ There is the King of Naples to keep 
them employed ; and, wc have to main- 
tain this army with a fleet into the bar- 
gain, the employment of which has the 
aame object, namely, th€ dtfence qf Skily. 

■ - — We have another army and another 
fleet employed in the war for the recovery 
4tf — — And we have a third, as we 

well know, in Portugal with another fleet. 

We are a very warlike people ! We 

ha^e had 27 years of it out of the last 50 
years; and, really, there is now less 
apparent chance of peace than ever. 
Every day seems to render peace less 
likely, which, I think, should induce us 
to think seriously as to the means of 
continuing the tear ; and, while I do nof, 
for my part, see any immediate cause 
for alarm, 1 do think, that the proposition 
of Lord Grenville, relative to Bank notes. 


in case of invasion, ought to be taken up 
and considered, without delay. Lord 
Stanhope once proposed to have a iarge 
sum qf gold collected, and to keep it un- 
touched, in the hands of the government, 
to be ready in case of invasion, or of any 
very great alarm, that might induce peo- 
ple to refuse to sell their goods for bank- 
notes, and in whiqh case, the ilien under 
arms could, of course, not be kept toge- 
ther. This, if invasion should assume a 
very serious aspect, would, perhaps, be 
prudent; and as to how the guineas would 
be got, as to whence they would come, that 
is a matter that we might safely leave to 
the parliament, which, considering its 
powers, would, doubtless, find no diffi- 
culty in accomplishing an objecf of this 

sort. We should guard ourselves 

against yh/se alarms, the fatal consequences 
of which were felt in 1797; but, we 
should, at the same time, not turn our 
eyes from the danger. We should look 
it in the face, be it what it may. The 
papers of this day assure us, that ** the 
** greatest activity prevails in the ports of 
" Holland ; that gun^boats are constructr.d 
** in the Scheldt, in the Texel, Goree, and 
** in the Mae:>e ; and that Danish and 
other seamen have been collected from 
" all parts.*^ That there is, therefore, 
something going on, there ^can be little 
doubt; whether there be or not, it is our 
duty to be prepared ; and, in preparations 
for invasion, I am of Lord Stanhope's opi- 
nion, that guineas are full as necessary as 
muskets. 

Prisoners of War. -Tam here about 

to insert a Letter, which was appeared in 
our public prints, as a circular from the 
Transport Board in answer to all the 
French Officers, prisoners in England, who 
have applied to be released. This Let- 

ter, addressed, observe, to French Offi- 
cers, Prisoners in our power, has* in it a 
sort of an appeal to these Officers against 
the conduct ef theirown government, on whom 
the Letter throws the blame that these offi- 
cers are still in prison. The words of 

the Letter are these ; Transport 

Office, London. — Sir — The Commis- 
sioners of his Majesty’s Transport 
" Board have received your letter, dated 
the — , and they have directed me to 
inform you, that it is the detern(iinatioiL> 
" of his Majesty's Government, not to 
send back French Officers to their own 
country, until the French Government 
" have released some English Officersi in 
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exchange for the great number of 
•* Erench Officers who have obtained this 
*• favour from the British Government ; 
•* or until tiie French Government have 
'* consented to a cartel, upon tfiejuir pi m- 
" cipie of man for vian^ and rank for rank, 
•' conformahljf to the CONSTANT USAGE 
OF CIVILIZED NATIONS, which his 
" Mnjtsty*s Commissioners have frequently/ 
proposed, though their ^orts toacedVrutean 
“ exchange have alwaps been inefftctuaL — 1 
'' am, however, to inform you, that if the 
** French Government will send back to 
** England an Officer of your rank in ex- 
change for you, or even certify officially 
to In'? Britannic Majesty's Commis- 
sinners, that upon your arrival in Franco, 
an Erti'/w/i prisoner of your rank shall bo 
“ released, you shall instantly obtain 
your release. — You tQust see, that in tlie 
" present state of affairs, your (itwernment 
*• alone is the cause of your detaiiion in this 
country : but if you think proper to 
'' make any representations to your Govern- 
" ment, you may rely upon it, that his 
" Majesty Commissioners vsill faithfully 

'' transmit them. 1 am, Sir, Your v'ery 

hinnblo and obedient Servant, ALEX. 

'' M‘CLEAY, Secretary** All I shall, 

or need, say upon this [.ettcris, that it was 
published in all the London newspapers of 
la.st Aveok, arid ^alfrom those papers I have 
copied it. The language of it is much too 
plain to be misunderstood; and, therefore, 
from me, it shall have nothing in the way 

of comment, 1 shall, how'cver, avid 

myself of this occasion to notice an error, 
into which 1 was led, in niy former article 

upon this subject. It was there stated, 

that we have 50,000 Prisoners belonging 
to France, and she more than 50,000 be- 
longing to us and our* allies. This was 
right; but, then I stated, that if we gave 
up 3 Frenchmen for one Englishman, one., 
^)paniard, and one Portuguese, some of 
our own people (there being J 2 thousand of 
them) would still remain in captivity. This 
was an error; because if we got back one 
Englishman for every three Frenchmen 
that we gave up, it is quite clear, that we 
should have ail our men home hy the time 
that we had given up 3G thousand of the 
Fieuclimeii; and, of course, we should 
haAie still l-t thousand Frenchmen to ex 
chapge for so many Spaniards and Portu- 
guese. iVhy is not this done, then ? I 
really can see no reason for the refusal to 

do this. That such would be the effect 

of acceding to the terms proposed by the 
French^ we shall clearly see, in a moment. 


if we again look at the article in the Cou- 
rier, published in tinsiwr rti the IVloniteur* 

" France insisted, that, for every 3,000 
“ French that we seiit, the ifunibcr rc- 
" turned by her should contain two 
*' foreigners for one Englishman WhaL 
then, did this writer mean by saying, that 
we should leave our own soldiers and sailors 
lingering in captivity T Either he has not 
correctly stated the terms proposed by 
the Emperor, or he is quite wrong in sup- 
posing that such an exchange as w^as pro- 
posed would iiave left any of bur own 
soldiers or sailors or countrymen of any 
description in captivity ; for, as we have 
seen, they would all come home by the 
time that the French had got only 36 

thousand of her people home. Now, I 

am not, Kiiml, certain, that this was the 
purport of the proposition made by France. 
The Courier says it was, but^the* article 
in the Monitkimi does not. 1 should sup- 
pose, indeed, that it was not. 1 should 
suppose , that France proposed to exchange 
man for man and rank for rank, regarding 
our allies as part of ourselves, and giving up 
an equal nunilier of each of the three na- 
tions, in proportion to the number of each that 
she possesses ; and, in that case, if she pos- 
sesses, more of the three nations taken all 
together than wc possess of French, part of our 
people would remain in prison after the ex^ 
change was concluded ; and part of the pri- 
soners^iadc from our ullies would also re- 
main in prison. It would, iiulced, be very 
muEtifying to see the poor fellows left in 
prison after the long-expected exchange 
had been Accomplished ; but, then, as was 
before observed, one cannot have, without 
any cost, such wars as those of Spain and 
Portugal. " liOss and gain, pain and plca- 
“ sure, are mixed in this world/^ as is 
well observed by Mr. Foresight, who, 
I suppose (though his biographer does 
not positively state the fact) must have 
been some great man, in his day. " U])s 
** and downs, loss and gain, pain and 
** pleasure, sours- and sw'eets, are mixed 
" in this world,” says Foresight, and so 
doubtless, says Mu. Perceval, who, if we 
lament over the sufferings of our couiitry- 
*men, in French Prisons, may very fairly 
tell us, that, if we ascribe this evil to 
the wars iii Spain and Portugal and in 
Hviiiover, we must set the good against the 
evil, and tak“ into view the advantages as 

wi?li as disadvantages of these wars. 

1 can remi'inbiT when the war in Spain 
began, and I never should have forgotten 
(even though 1 had been a little boy at 
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the time) the* joy, which wts expressed 
by the Courier and by the other minis- 
terial news-papers, when they communi- 
cated the ifitelligente, that we had got on 
our side Au Mahomet (See Register, 
Vol. XIV, page 203,) who, “ io shew that 
** he knows all,** called the French dogs, 
and encouraged the Spaniards to cut their 
throats, and to make them squeak like 
pigs ! The Courier called this a rery 
spirited [proclamation.— —The next thing 
to encourage us in this war was the Tur- 
tle Patriot feast, at the City of London 
Tavern, where, in order to shew that they 
iiad ** a stomach for the iigl^t/^ they had 
amongst 400 of them, 2,500 pounds 
weight of Turtle, 40 haunches of Venison, 
besides four times as much, perhaps, of 
other things ? It was at this feast, not like 
the feast of Alexander for Persia won,** 
but a f^ast at the beginning for a war, 
and for victories yet to come ; it was at this 
feast (See Register, Vol. XIV. page 225) 
that the war forking Ferdinand was, in 
fact, first announced, in a toast to King 

“ Ferdinand Vlt** That a war, which 

set out with such good cheer should have 
any crosses and plagues in its progress 
may, possibly, be a subject of astonish- 
ment with some persons ; but, be that as 
it may, the fact is so, and wc must abide 
by the consequences. 

Sir Richard Phil:,tp';,— — In page 880, 
of this volume, 1 took the liberty, for the 
reasons there stated, to insert nn article 
respecting this gonllcnian, and to that ar- 
ticle I now beg leave to refer the reader. 
Sir Richard, in the letter there copied 
from the Morning Post, txprcs.scd,bis con- 
fident cxpectalion, that, after paying 
every creditor twenty shillings in the 
pouiidjihc should have a clear surplus of 
seventy or dglily thousand pounds. His ac- 
counts have now been made up by an Ac- 
countant chosen, I believe, by the Assignees; 
he has had his third meeting before the 
Commissioners of Bankrupts ; and, after 
m'>)king the largest possible allowances 
against him, it appears from those ac- 
■ counts, that he has a clear surplus fifty ^ 

seven thousand pounds. This information I 
have from ray own Printer, Mr. Hansard, 
who is one of the creditors. It is stated 
also, but 1 do not assert it upon the same 
authority, that, during Sir Richard'^ carper 
of about 14 or 15 years, he has paid about 
fifty thousand Munds to Authors, includ- 
ing, perhaps, Engravers and other Artists. 
— — I must confess^ that few things have 
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happened to give me greater satisfaction 
than the result of this inquiry into Sir 
Richard Phillipses alTairs. It has not, how- 
ever, surprized me ; for I was morally 
certain, that he would not deliberately 
assert what he even suspected to be false. 
As tojhe difference between his estimate 
and that of the actual account, it is to be 
observed, that thp account makes the con- 
tingenf surplus nearly seventy thousand 
pounds; and, even this must, with all al- 
lowances that have been made, be greatly 
short of what the amount will be, when 
the management of the property returns 
again into liis own haiids.^-^l repeat, 
that. Sir Richard Phillips has conferred 
great obligations apowpuhlic liber tf find upon 
literature; the public, and literary men iu 
particular, are his debtors; and, I have 
not the smallest (loubt that he, whom 
nothing subdues, will yet have additional 
claims to the gratitude of both. 

Beauty and the Beast. This may 

seem an odd sort of a title to a topic, 
coming under the general title of Poli- 
tics. But, Politics, is a word that does not 
confine itself to the transactions \n parlia- 
ment and in the field: it embraces what- 
ever is of public interest in commerce, in 
finance, in rural affairs, and especially in 
the administration of justice. In this last 
light there have few things of more conse- 
quence taken place, of late, than the re- 
cent trial of an action of damages against 
a Clergyman of the name of heresford, 
for cutting and destroying a very famous 
picture, called Beauty and the Beast** and 
the doctrines, brought forward upon which 
trial, are worthy of particular attention. 

Those doctrines I have not room to 

lay before my readers here ; but, I shall 
take an early opportunity of discharging 
this duty. — —In the mean while, the 
Plaintiff, a Mr, DuDosT,who, it appears, 
is a very eminent French Painter, has pub- 
li.shed, in the Morning Post of to-day, a 
letter which I am sure the impartial and 
just readt:r .will be glad to see inserted 
here. It is as follows Sir;— As I 

had no opportunity of replying on the 
occasion of the late trial, I feel myself 
called on to publish the correspondence 
" between me and Mr. Hope, which, toge- 
ther with my Appeal published against the 
" calumnies qf a &inday Paper, will con- 
'' vey to the public some idea of the cause 
" of my quarrel with that Gentleman. 
"The Press being the only roeditim 
" through which i can defend myself, I 
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<* trust your liberality will give iiuertion 
to the few following facts. It^will ap- 
** pear by them at least, that I am neither 
the BEGGAR nor the RUFFIAN’’ I 
have been described. It is imperative 
'' on me to state that 1 am a native of 
" Lyons ; that my family was of the first 
respectability and fortune in France, 
" previous to the Revolution ; ijart of 
which fortune was •lost in the general 
'* confusion of that period. I was well 
•• known at i^aris, during the imprisonment 
of sir Sidney Smith, not only as an artist, 
•• but as a gentleman who mixed in the 
** best society, and as a sportsman of no 
little celerity. The present coachman 
of sir Sidney Smith was my ^rown for 
two years and if I advance an untruth, 
** he is in this country lo contradict niy as- 
sertion. 1 came to England as an 
amateur of horses and as a professional 
<< man, to study the finest models of that 
niitmnl to seen m the world. The 
“ attentions which I received from 
rnimbcrs of the most respectable peo- 
pic in this country, induced me to 
‘‘ make my stay longer; and I have now 
unfortunali ly a tau^e pending in the 
'' Court of Chancery, the protracted ter- 
mination of which delays my departure. 

1 have attracted the obloquy of many, 
** by defending myself against the severe 
** injury inflicted on me, I have, I hope, a 
mind able to despise the undeserved 
" slanders by which I have been assailed. 
it —1 am> Sir, your obedient servant, 
« ANTOINE DUBOST. — London, Dec, 

“ 10, lb 10." 1 have not room for 

many words ; but 1 think it right to say, 
that the proceedings on, and the result of, 
the trial i adduced me to read the ** Appeal'^ 
of Mr. Dubost, and, that, for my own 
part, 1 never read any publication with a 
more perfect conviction of the truth of it, 
from one, end to the other. The facts, 
which are numerous, are very curious and 
not less curious than interesting ; and, 
what greatly recommends the work in my 
eyes, they are stated in an explicit manner; 
in a manncM that exposes them to easy 
detection, if false. The reasoning is^tV 
and Jorcible; and, merely as a composition, 
the pamphlet has, in my opinion, great 
merit. If written by a foreigner, it sur- 
passes, as such, any thing 1 ever read. 
The manner In which the writer treats the 
idea of an obligation incurred by him in 
having resided a few days in the Mouse of 
a Dutch Merchant, bespeaks the man of 
tklents and of honour, and demands 


the gratitude of all those whose talents are 
not of a sort to oe truckeefagainst victuals, 
drink, and lodging. 

•W»*. CQBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 
December I I BIO. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Sicily. — Dispatch from Sir John Stuart^ 
Countqf Maida, dated Messina, Sept. Q2, 
1810 . — Published by the Government in 
England, in an Extraordinary Oarxtte, 
Nov. 19, 1810. 

Adjutant General Major Genei'al CanphelVs 
Report to the Count of Maida, dated 
Messina, 1 Bth September 1810. 

(Cdncludedframp. \iy2.j 
To Lieutenant-Colonel Adam, of the 21st 
regiment, 1 was peculiarly inITebttil. His 
thorough knowledge of the Country and 
passes would have enabled us to antici- 
pate and check the enemy, had he endea- 
voured to move further than Mili.— I was 
accompanied by my Aid-dc-camp, Cap- 
tain A'Court, whose active exertions were 
conspicuous to all. I have also to men- 
tion, in terms of acknimledgmeiit, Cap- 
tains Hill and Freuller, Assistant- Adjutant- 
generals, and Lieutenant Burke, Aide-de- 
camp to Major-general Spencer. The 
whole of the conduct of the troops was 
cheerful and animated ; and the best dis- 
position in aid of us was exhibited by the 
peasantry of the country, who, with arms, 
and ever^ other w^eapon of oBrnce they 
could collect, flocked to our immediate 
assistance ; and, what is most consolatory, 
we have not to regret the loss of a single 
officer killed or wounded. Two men of 
the 21st regiment, and one rifleman, were 
slightly wounded in this singular incur- 
sion of the enemy* — I have not been able 
accurately to ascertain the loss of the ene- 
my. Two officers of the Corsican batta- 
lion are among their wounded, of which 
there were many, as well as killed, upon 
the field. His most material loss must 
have been upon his retreat, and in the 
boats, which were completely within fhc 
range, not only of our field-guns, but also 
of our musketry; one boat was sunk, one 
deserted to us, and many were disabled. 
Reports have also been received that seve- 
ral dead bodies have floated on shore near 
the scene of action. The peasantry have 
likewise brought in ns prisoners a consi- 
derable number, who concji^Ied ilienv- 
selves in the country. 
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Poin rGAL.— Co/^ of a Letter from Marshal 
. General Lord Wellington to his Excellency 

Don Miguel Pereira Forjaz.--~20th Oct. 

1610. 

•Most Exccillcnt Sir, — Since the letter 
w\uch 1 addressed to your Excellency on 
the 13th instant, the enemy has been c*ni- 
ployed principally in reconnoitring the 
positions occupied by our troops, and in 
foriifyi'ii? his own. To accomplish the 
first "object he has skirmished with the 
troops which form our advanced posts, and 
who have always behaved well. On the 
Hth the enemy attacked with infantry, 
supported by artillery, a small detachment 
of the 71st regiment, which formed the 
advanced guard of Sir Brent Spencei^s di- 
vision, near Sobral de Monte Agraco, and 
that for the purpose of covering a recon> 
noissanc^ m^de by one of his parties. Our 
detachment, having at its head the Ho- 
nourable Colonel Cadogan and Lieut.- 
Colonel Rej'nell, charged the enemy with 
the most distinguished gallantry, and com- 
pelled him to retire on the above-men- 
tioned place. The whole of the 8th corps 
of the French army, and part of the 6th, 
arrived that evening on the plain near 
Sobral, and in consequence Sir B. Spen- 
cer^ s division was under the necessity of 
falling back from the advanced situation 
whicn it occupied. The gun-boats on the 
Tagus, commanded by Lieutenant Berke- 
ley, and those with which Admiral Berke- 
ley supports the right of the army near 
Aihandra, were engaged at the same time, 
and fired on the parties of the enemy em- 
ployed in reconnoitring on that side, and 
were very useful. 1 have also the satisfac- 
tion of informing your Excellency, that 
the account which I transmitted m my 
former letter, of the 13th, relative to the 
march of two detachments of the troops 
under the command of General Bacellar, 
is since confirmed. Colonel Trant arrived 
near Coimbra on the 7th instant, and im- 
mediately attacked the advanced posts 
which the enemy had without the city, 
which he cut off and prevented them from 
entering the city, against which he, 
marched rapidly. The resistance the 
enemy made did not last long. He took 
80 ofiicers prisoners, and .5,000 men, for 
the most part sick and wounded. 1 have 
the honour to enclose to your Excellenpy 
a copy of Colonel Trant's letter to Mar- 
shal Beresford, and also u copy of the 
Marshal’s letter to me on occasion of this 
success.— On the following day Brigadier- 


General Miller and Colonel Wilson ar- 
livcd at^Coiinbra, with the detachments 
under their command. They have since 
taken nearly 350 prisoners, soldiers who 
had straggled from their regiments during 
the march, for the purpose of getting pro- 
visions. — Colonel Wilson has since ad- 
vanced with a party of infantry and ca- 
valry to Condeixa, and at the same time 
Brigadier-General Miller occupies Coim- 
bra. — I send your Excellency enclosed a 
copy of a letter from Marshal Beresford, 
relative to these events. — A detachment 
of the garrison of Peiiiche, ordered out by 
Brigadier-General Blunt, has been equally 
successful, having taken 48 prisoners be- 
longing to the enemy’s rear- guard, and 
killing nine more than the number of the 
prisoners. Lieutenant-Colonel Waters, 
who has also attacked the rear -guard of 
the enemy, has made a number of priso- 
ners.— The difficulties that the enemy ex- 
periences in procuring provisions, owing 
to his having invaded the country without 
establishing magazines, and without adopt- 
ing means for securing his rear, or his 
conimunications with Spain, have imposed 
upon him the necessity of allowing his 
soldiers to straggle to procure provisions ; 
in consequence of which not a day passes 
without a number of prisoners and de- 
serters being brought in. —Every thing 
remains tranquil in the north of Portugal, 
according to the last accounts I received. 


Portugal.— C opy of aLcUci'from General 
Beresford, to General Lord Wellington, 
[Head-iduarters, Fort qf Sobral, Oet, M,) 

My I.ord, — 1 have the honour to inform 
your Lordship, that by letters from Briga- 
dier-general Miller, dated Coimbra, I have 
been informed that our troops of the 
north entered that city on the 8th. It 
appears that Colonel Trant, from whom I 
have not yet received dispatches, was the 
first who entered that town with the troops 
of Oporto, and that Brigadier-general 
Miller and Colonel Wilson, with the 
troops of the Miiiho, and the cavalry, fol- 
lowed the enemy on the line of his inarch 
to the foot of the ridge of Caramuelo. — 
Brigadier-general Miller has m^e pri- 
soners 350 of the enemy’s army, who bad 
straggled fropi the rest, and who were 
found robbing ; and he is continually com- 
ing up with others. Colonel Wilson, with hi.s 
advanced guard, entered Cotideixa on the 
10th, or ilth instant. The prisoners 
were sent to Oporto. 
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Second Lelter.^Casal Cochim, Oct, 20. 

My Lord, — Since I s^nt your 4^ordship 
the information received from General 
Miller, relativcto the rctakin" of Coimbra, 

T have received from Colonel Trant a 
more circunistanttel detail of that event, 
a copy of which I have the honour to send 
inclosed to your 1or*dship. — ^Tlie number of 
prisoners mentioned in tlwe aceiyint of 
Colonel Trant appears to be greater than 
was supposed from the first details ; while 
(roiiera! Miller has added to them 3 or 
40i), whom iie took plundering in the 
vicinity of Connhra, who therefore must 
be added to the number of' prisoners that 
were taken by Colonel Trant.— The cir- 
cumstances and the manner in which Col. 
Ti*aiit retook Coimbra are a new proof of 
the activity and pi’udence with which he 
always fulfils the instrQctions that are given 
to liiiT), and which doubtless deserve the 
approbation of your Lordship. 

PoiiTL'CAL. — Ettract of an OJficud Letter 

from Marshal General Lord iVelUngton, 

to his Excellency Don Miguel Pereira 

Fnrjazy dated Head- ji^iiarters, l\ro Negro, 

Oct, 27, 1610. 

Most Excellent Sir — The enemy con- 
tinue to occupy the same positions (in front 
of our army) which I mentioned to your 
Excellency irt my former dispatches of 
the 20ih instant. 1 nevertheless dis- 
patched some troops to the side of Santa- 
lem, knowing that Gen. Loison, on the 
23d, had inarchedTfor the same place, with 
the division under his command, and it 
appears, according to intelligence received 
from the Commanding Officer at Abrantes, 
under date of the 21ith instant, that an 
enemy’s corps of infantry and cavalry 
entered Thomar on that day.— All the in- 
lormatiou receives from prisoners and de- 
serters, which have arrived at this army, 
concur in. constantly relating the miseries 
and difficulties which the enemy suffers in 
consequence of the great scarcity in all 
kindsuf provisions.— They also state, thj^t 
they were preparing materials for the con- ! 
struction of a bridge over the Tagus, but 
though we have a good view of that rivef^ 
from different points of the position whicu 
this army occupied, and officers and other 
individuals employed on the left bank of 
that river to observe the movements of 
the enemy, I have not been able to dis- 
cover the place where this construction is 
carrying on, nor the part of the river to 
which it is to be applied, if it should be 
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completed.— The enemj^ likewise appear 
very anxious to obtain oi construct boaCif, 
and with this view endeavoured on the 24»h 
inst. to dislodge a pjrty of^ordenanzas 
(militia) from the post at Chamusea, in 
onler to obtain possession of some bmjts 
that were there, but they did not succeed. 
On the side of Raraalhal and of ObuJos, 
the excursions of the enemy’s detach' 
ments are so confined and checked, that 
he, in fact, possesses no ground in tli« 
country except that on which his army i» 
posted.— By (Jeneral Silvoiia’s last reports, 
dated the 17th inst. it appears that every 
thing remains (juict on the northern fron- 
tiers, nor had the said (General received 
any intelligence of any troops having 
marched into Castile. The flying parties 
have becouK more bold and enterprising 
than they ever were. They formed a 
junction in the environs of Alallqjdolid, at 
the beginning of October, to the number of 
1,500 men, in order to take a convoy of 
money and contributions which the enemy 
had levied in the country ; they proved 
however unsuccessful in that enterprize.— 
1 have the honour to remain with particu- 
lar consideration your Excellency's most 
obedient servant. 

Holland.— D ecree qf Napoleon for burning 

English merchandize, ^Datcd Fontain^ 

bleau, 19 Oct, 1810. 

• 

Having considered the fourth and fifth 
articles of our Berlin Decree, of the 2l3t 
November, 180<), We have decreed, and 
do decree as follows Art. 1. All mer- 
chandize, of whatever sort, proceeding 
from English manufacture, and which is 
prohibited, existing at this moment cither 
in the real entrepots, or in the warehouses 
of our customs, of whatever description 
it may be, shall be publicly burnt, — 2. 
In future, all prohibited merchandize of 
English manufacture, proceeding either 
fiuiij our customs, or fioin seizures that 
may be made, shall be burnt. — 3. All 
prohibited merchandize of English ma- 
nufacture, which shall be found in Holland, 
in the grand Duchy of Berg, in the Han- 
seatic Towns, and, generally from the 
Mein to the sea, shall be seized and burnt. 
— 4. Ail the English merchandize to be 
found in our kingdom of Italy# under 
whatever description it may come, shall 
be seized and burnt. — 5, All the Eiiglisfi 
merchandize which shall be found in our 
Illyrian provinces, shall be seized and 
I burnt.— 6. All the English merchandize 
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* which shall be found in the kingdom of 
Naples, shall be^eized and burnt.— 7. All 
the English merchandize which shall be 
found in the provinces of Spain occupied 
by our troops shall be seized and burnt — 
8. All ^the English merchandize which 
sfitill be found in the towns., and within the 
reach of places occupied by our troops, 
.shall be seized and burnt. 


Prussia.— /T win's Decree against English 
and Colonial goods . — 23 Oct 1810. 

We Frederick William by the grace of 
God King of Prussia, &c. By our Edict 
of the 1 0th instant, we ordered the suspen- 
sion of the decree of the general Conti- 
nental TariB’ till the 20th only of this 
month, with respect to the c^loniaP pro- 
duce introduced to our States for con- 
sumption, i[[^ the conviction that whatever 
of those articles might be remaining 
could only jiroceed from the old store-;, or 
originate in some of the late confiscations. 
—As, however, intelligence received in 
the mean time from the Commissaries sent 
to examine the state of the sea-ports, has 
given just reason to suspect that there are 
actually in several places depots more or 
less to be found of colonial produce, in- 
tlepcndently of what may be owing to 
the old stocK ; and as by this intelligence 
also, we are assured that in a variety of 
places the vigilance of our exei;^ and 
custom-house officers and mercantile com- 
missaries has led to the detection of con- 
siderable quantities of colonial wares, Im- 
ported through the avarice of .interested 
speculators, or kept backj^ from various 
pretences, for home consumption, we have 
therefore determined, by a general and 
unavoidable regulation, to prevent at the 
same time the loss threatened to our Ex* 
chequer, and those arts which in our States 
have been so obstinately attempted against 
the Continental system. We, therefore, 
decree as follows 1. On sight of this, 
our excise officers employed in the several 
States of our Monar<jjiy, are ordered lo 
seize all colonial produce, and such w .es 
as seem, from their quality, to be of Eng- 
hsh manufacUire.— From this regulation < 
are excepted the old stores of refined sugars, 
SIS well as the raw and fabricated, as also 
the present stock of the inland dealers and 
merchants. — The Principal Ofjeer of Ex- 
cise in each place respectively is charged 
with the execution of this order, and must 
carry it into immediate operation, seconded 
by the most considerable merchants, and 


where necessary# the Military Officers of 
the district. — JI. From the day of the 
publication of this decree, or at least the 
period at which it is made known at each 
place respectively, no merchant or agent 
shall dare to act contrary thereto, or to 
dispose of the goods so prohibited, per- 
mit them to be imported either in own 
or any other name under pain of C'"‘fis- 
catioti^ Those •manufactures seiz -d in 
the ports, or in the Inland towns, are to be 
deposited in apublic magazine.— -111. Also 
those merchants or agents whom the Excise 
officers do not suspect of having any Colo- 
nial wares, though not examined, must an- 
nounce the same 2i hours after the pub- 
lication of this decree, under pain of con- 
fiscation. — IV. Such goods as are seized on 
their way are to be laid under confiscation, 
either at the place of their ultimate desti- 
nation, or at the first4)arricr they come to.— 
V. For the deciding ofall questions with re- 
spect to the goods seized, in order that the 
owner may notsustaiii any unnecessary in- 
jury the Director of Excise isdesired to take 
the subject under consideration without 
loss. of time,* assisted by such Officers as 
will be pointed out, and must transmit an 
account thereof within three days after- 
wards to the Minister of Finance. In- 
ferior Officers are to give intelligence of 
the dij^coverios they make to the Provin- 
cial Officer. — VI. This intelligence shall 
contain— 1. The name of the merchant, 
shipper, or agent of whom the goods ha\e 
been seized.— 2. The place where they 
have been seized.— 3. ‘Their quantiW in 
number or gross and net weight.— 4. Their 
quality.— 5. What demand of consump- 
tion, or what danger incurred in the niAr- 
chant, shipper, or agent, and wh u<ight 
be the profits he was to export.- y. The 
way and manner in wfii* ti)-’ goods arc 
seized. — 7. The sev-jc r ■ jumstances that 
render it prob jo’ / taal such goods may be 
intro.’ , , nome. to the pr<;judice of 
commerce. — The other three sec- 
erns of this Proclamation are intended 
to regulate the conduct of the Cominis- 
Soners in rheir ultimate decision, on the 
goods seized as above, and in what in- 
stances the owner may have restitution, 
or a compensation ; the whole conform- 
ably to the spirit of the General Conti- 
nental Tariff. 


Spain.— . ..Lg/zer from the Duke of Dahna^ 
tia to the Minister at War, Xeres, 27 
Oct, 1810. 

The army will learn with regr^: 
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> that the General of Division Sernamont, 
Commander in Chief of the Artillery, has 
finished his career before Cadi». This 
worthy and respectable General, whose 
name was connected with the most me- 
morable exploits of the war, was employed 
in visiting the formidable works construct- 
ed by tlie ist corps of the army, when a 
shell, thrown from one of the enemy’s 
vessels, struck him in Hie breast.. The 
same shot also killed Colonel Degennes, 
Director of the parks of artillery, and 
Captain Pinondclle, both very distinguished 
, Officers. — His Majesty the Emperor will 

certainly feel for the loss of General Ser- 
namOnt.' There was not in his Majesty’s 
service an officer who was more zealous in 
j^e discharge of his duty. Every thought 
of his was directed to the service, the 
glory of the Imperial armies, and the im- 
provement in tactics • of the illustrious 
corps of which he was one of the most 
distinguished Commanders. — The honours’ 
due to the rank of General Sernamont 
will be paid to him by the 1st corps of 
the army, and also to Colonel Degennes 
and Capt. Pinondellc. The heart of Ge- 
neral Sernamont will be embalmed, to be 
convev't'd to France, and placed at the 
disposal of the Emperor. — ^'Fhe General of 
Brigade, Daboville, has been provisionally 
nominated lb the command of the artillery 
of the army, ahd tlie Chief of Battalion, 
Eignim, to that of the parks, until his 
Majestv shall have tilled up these two 
vacancies. The Generals and superior 
officers of artiliily, employed with the 
' corps of the army, or on detachments in 
Spain, are hereby required to obey and 
cause to be obeyed, such orders as may 
be issued by Gen. Daboville. 

1 — 

.Holland. Order qf the Duke of Plats- 

^ ance, relative to the Public Claims, Am- 
. slerdamf*2^ Oct. 1810. 

We the Prince Arch-Treasurer of the 
Empire, Duke of Plaisance, General Stadt- 
' holder of his Majesty the Emperor and 
King, have ordered and do order as fol- 
lows Art. 1. The Council of Liquida- 
tion appointed by the Decree of the 23rd 
September last shall commence its lunc-’ 
tionson the 1st of November ensuing, at 
eleven o’clock in the morning. — 2. All 
persons who may have claims upon or 
debts due from the State previous to the 
year 18J0, are informed that they must 
submit their demands, with the particulars | 


annexed thereto, to the inspection of the * 
before-mentioned Councillor Liquidation. 
—3. These demands and requests must 
set out in the Dutch langua^^e, with an 
abstract in French, which abstract must 
contain briefly an account of the demand 
and the foundation on which the party 
rests his claim.-— 4. The said claims 
must be decided on in the course of 
three months at the farthest, and that 
{lefiod being elapsed, no further claim 
can be received but by authority from the 
Emperor, or by the person to whom his 
I Majesty the Emperor shall have granted 
such authority.— 5. In the event of this 
Council having terniinatcd its duties pre- 
vious to all the claims being sent in, such 
further claims cannot afterwards be adr 
mitted, but a decree of liis Majesty 
the Emperor, nor otherwise taken into 
consideration at all, but by tj^e Court of 
Public Accounts, at Paris.— 6. Tt*e prin- 
cipal Secretary and Government is to 
furnish to the general body of the Secre- 
taryship of this Council the outline of the 
commission nominated for tlie purjiose ofli- 
quidaling the balance of the national debt 
for the year 1807, and previously with ail 
th# rates plans, and particulars annexed, 
as are to be found in the archives of the 
Government.— 7. The Ministers are to fur- 
nish, likewise to the said (Tcncral Secre- 
taryship all the particulars and accounts 
relative to the service of the year 1810, 
with tne public orders belonging thereto 
to that period, which have been drawn up 
but Yot distributed, together with a note 
containing. their advice upon the same.— 

8. The Court of Finance's shall, in liko 
manner, furnish to the sairl Secretaryship 
all the ordinances which remain still in 
their department, and which apply to the 
said period.— P. The Direuor- General of 
the Public Treasury shall, in like niuuucr, 
furnish them with 4.he Ordinances passed 
for payment of the demands antecedent 
to that period which may not yet have 
been carried into effect.^ — JO, A similar 
proceeding shall take phu.c rebativc to 
the exigencies of all functionaries that are 
dependant on the Government, and die 
4anie willi rcsp'ect to all persons to whoffi 
these Ordinances sluili have been deli- 
vered, at the time the demand.9 are made. ^ 
—11. The Ministers, the Court of Fi- 
nances, the Director-General of the Public 
Debt, and all Officers belonging to Go- 
vernment are charged with the execution 
of this Decree, 
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Tbbatv between Austria and France. Collection. The f 
His Majesty the Emperor of the French, Articks contained 
Xing of Italy, Protector of the Confede- * p* ^ 


m— Triah. [116^ 

Collection. The following is a List of the 
Articlfjs contained in the Eighth Volume ; 
TAe new Articles arc marked [N.) 


Bohemia, wishing to consolidate the state 
of peace happily re-estahlished between 
Austria and the Confederation of the 
Rliine, by cllacing in Germany even the 
very traces of the last war, have named 
for Plenipotcntiai ies, viz his Maj^;^ly the 
Emperor of the From h, &c. M. Jean 
Faptiste Nompere, Count of Ch.inipagny, 
Duke of Cadore, &c. his I^liiiister for 


Opinions and Declarations, a. o. 1680. [K.j 

274. Ca^e of John Niven, Captain of the 
Ship Fortune of London, for Leabing-niakinjj 
against James Duke of Albany and York- 
A. I*. 1680 [N.] . 

27.5. Proceedings in Parliament against Ed- 
ward Seymour, esq. a.member of the House 
of Commons and Treasurer of the Navy, 
upon an Impeachment of High Crimes, Mis- 
demeanors, and OlVences, a. d. 1680. 


Foreign AlVairs; and his Majesty the Em- 276. Proceedings against Lord Chief Justice 
peror of Austria, &c. M. Clement Win- Scroggs before the Priiy Council; and 

ccslaus. Count of Metternich, Winneburg, against the said Lord Chief Justice and other 

Ochsenhausen, &c. his Migislcr of State Judges in Parliament, a. d. 1680. 
for Foreign Affairs, who after having ex- Proceedings m Parliament against Ed- 

cb„ged V“ “! pow.r.,b.,. H-^^l « 

the lollowing Articles . - , „ 278. The Trial ijf Dr. Oliver Plunket, Titular 

Art. I. In execution of the Treaty of Primate of Ireland, at the King’s- Bench, for 
Vienna, his Majesty the Emperor of Aus- High Treason, a. d. 1681. 
tria, and the Sovei*eign.s of the Confedera- 279. Tlie Trial of Sir Miles Stapleton, hart, 

tionofthc Rhine, shall raise, as has been York Assizes, for High Treason, a. d. 

168 J. 


done in France, the sequestrations placed J . , r ^ . 

on either part, before and during the late George Busby, at Derby 

war, and in consequence of that war, on “ 


property posscsird by individual title, lie Trial of ‘Stephen Colledge, at Os- 

The proprietors, whoever they may be, ford, for High Treason, a. d. 1681'. 
shall, within the space of two months after 282. The Trial of Sliugsby Bethel, esq. at 

-.1- A* _ ac? •• a L A - A 1 * ■ I i* ^ ^ A 


the ratification oi' the present Act, be re- 
established in the enjoyment of ^the said 
properly, \s hich shall be restored to them 
without exception <‘r reserve, in the state 
in which it was before the said sequestra- 
tion. f 7b be continued,) 

COEBETT’S 

COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

State Trials: 

London, Dec. 1, 1810. 

The Subscribers to this Work are re- 
spectfully informed, that, in future, it will 
be published, not in Parts, but in Vo- 
lumes ONLY : and such is the progress 
which has been made in it, that the Ninth 
Volume will be ready for delivery on the 
‘first (lay of January, ISl 1, and one Vq- 
Jurne on the first day^ of every alternate 
Month, until the whole is completed. Of 
the Two Hundred and Eighty-Eight 
Trials or Proceedings, of which the first 
Eight Volumes consist. One Hunorei^ and 
Bixtben never before came into any 


the Bridgc-llou&c in Southwark, for an As- 
sault and Battery on Robert Mason, at the 
Election of Members of Parliament for the 
Borough of Southwark, a. d, 1681. 

283. Proceedings at thq Old Btailry, upon a 
BUI of Indictment for Ingh Treason, against 
Anthony Earl of .Shaftesbury, a. d. 1081. 

284. The Trial of the Earl of Argyle, in Scot- 
land, for Treason, a. d. 1681. 

285. Proceedings before the King in Council, 
against Arthur Eprl of Anglesey, Lord Privy 
Seal, upon account of a Book reilecting oil 
the Conduct of James Duke of Ormond, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, a. d. 1682 [N.] 

286. Proceedings against Temperance Lloyd, 
IMary Trembles, and Susanna Edwards, for 
Witchcraft, a. d. 1682 [N.l 

287. Proceedings between the King and the 
City of London, on an Information in nature 
of a Qho Warranto, in the King’s Bench, 
a; d. 1681—1683. 

288. The Trial of Nathaniel Thompson, Wil- 
liam Pain, and John Farwell, at the Guild- 
hall of London, for writing, printing, and pub- ' 
lishing Letters, importing that Sir Ediiiund- 
bury Godfrey murdered Tiimself ; as also for 
several Falsities relating to the said Matter 
printed in several Papers, called ** The 
Loyul Pfbtestant Intelligence,'* a. d. 1682. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


American States,-— —.Heavy* as are 
theblowsy which commerce has lately re- 
ceived, a blow grei^ter than any of the 
rest seems now to await her. The dispute 
with the American States, relative to our 
restrictions upon their maritime trade, is 
of so long standing, and has been ren* 
dered so confused ny the prodigious vo- 
lumes, which the lawyer-like statesmen, 
on both sides of the water, have piled to- 
gether up«n the subject, tliat, in order to 
render the matter intelligible to my rea- 
ders, and to furnish them with the means 
of coming to a just decision thereon, 1 
think it necessary to go back to the origin 
of the dispute, to trace it down to the 
present time, and to subjoin to these my 
statements and observations all th6 au- 
thentic documents necessary to be referred 
to. The public have seen the Procla- 

mation of Mr. Madison, the President of 
the American States, whence they will 
have perceivfd, that, unless we remove ! 
certain of our Orders in Council (which, 
indeed, are now in part become laws), all 
intercourse between this country and the I 
States of Amerijpawill be interdicted after ' 
the 2nd of February next, while the com- 
mercial comraWcatinn between France 
and those States will be open, but will still 

be exposed to our obstructions. The 

question for us to decide upon, is, whether 
the Orders of Council,* of which America 
complains, ougAt now to be revoked by us. 
This is the question; and, as there is no 
time to be lost in deciding upon it, as the 
dispute ij now come to a crisis, as there 
appears now to be nothing left but an im- 
mediate choice between accommodation and 
hostility, a decision is pressed^ upon us by 
considerations of interest as well as of ho- 
nour. The dispute originated in cer- 

tain restrictions, imposed by us upon Nt^u** 
tral Cftmmerce, contained in regulations' 
of Blockade; which regulations the Em- 
peror of France answered by others of a 
similar, or more violent sort. These drew 
other regulations from us. These pro- 
duced others from him. We rejoined in 
the same sort of way. Both sides told 


the Neutrals (or, rather, the JNeutral, 
America being the only nation really in 
that state), that, as long as she submitted to 
the regulations of the one party, she must ex- 
pect to he obliged to submit to those qf the other 
party. ^We will now see what those re- 

gulations, or restrictions were.— —The 
first measure of this sort was adopted by 
England, and is described in the subse- 
quent Papers, No. 1 (I have numbered 
them for the purpose of easy reference), 
which is abetter from Mu. Fox, 8lh April, 
1806, to Mr. Munroe, then American 
Minister in England. In iTiis tetter it is 
stated, that the king qf Pntssia having 
taken possession of various parts of the 
Electorate if Hanover, and other doininion-s 
belonging to his M:ijesty, in a forcible 
and hostile manner, and having done oth'T 
things injurious to English commerce, in 
violation of the just rights of his Majesty, 
and contrary to the established law and , 
practice of nations in amity with each 
other; that^r this cause, his Majesty bad 
ordered a blockade of ihe entrances of the 
Em8,thc Weser, the Elbe, and the Trave ; 
and ^hat all Neutrals would be treated 
accordingly, if they attempted to enter 

those rivers. Thus these restrictions 

began, then, in a measure for which the 
conduct of the king of Prussia towards his 
Majesty’s German dominions was the 

ground. From Nos. 2 and 3, being 

Letters from Mr. Fox and Lord Howick to 
Mr. Munroe, dated 16 May, and 25 SepL 
1806, it will appear that these restrictions 
were modified ; but, Napoleon having con- 
quered Prussia, of, at least, having over- 
run it, and taken possession of it, in the 
following month of November, he issued 
from BERLIN, the Decree, No. 4, in 
which Decree he declared the British 
Islands in a State of BIrckade ; he de- 
clared that all commerce with them 
Was interdicted ; that every thing belong- 
ing to English subjects should be confH}- 
cated; that no vessels (including Ame- 
; ,1 ans, of cours^) coming from England 
or her colonies should be admitted into * 
aby port; and that all vessels contra- 
vening, or attempting to contravene tbiv 
Decree, should be confiscated.— 

2P 
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irasthe iamous BeWm Decree, which, when 
the intelligence nf its being issued reached 
England, drew foMh (No. 5) the first of 
those measures of our government, which 
have become oeciuaDv* famous, under the 
name of the ORDfeRS IN COUNCIL. 
It % 9 i% dated on the 7th of January, 
1807, and it set forth, that, inconsequence 
of the violation of the rights of nations 
committed by Napoleon, and expressed in 
his Orders, as given in the city of Berlin 
Decree, England would he justified in 
going much further, but that she con- 
tented herself with ordering, that no vessel 
should be permitted to trade from one port 
to another, both which should belong to, 
or be ill possession of, Napoleon or his 
allies, or should be so far under their con- 
troul as that British vessels might not. trade 
freely thereat ; and that neutral Vessels at- 
tempting to act contrary to this oidcr, 
after being ditly Avarned not to do it, 
should be captured, brought in, and con- 
sidered as lawful prize. In this state 

things continued during the remainder of 
the time that the la'c ministry remained 
in power, Bujt, after their successors took 
the reins of govornment, more rigorous 
me-'sures were adopted ; and, under the 
da"es of the 1 llh and of November, 
1807> (Nos 0,7,8, 9, lO, 11, 12, 13, and 
14) nine Orders of Council were issued, 
laying new restrictions upon the com- 
merce of Neutrals w iih the ports of France 
and count* ies depending upon, or utidcr 
the influence of France. Indeed, these 
Orders put an end to all Neutral com- 
merce, except by licence from England. 

By way of retaliation for th^:se new 

and additional restrictions, Nnpoleon i.s- 
sued, from MILAN, dated I7lh December, 
1807, the Decree known by the name of 
the Milan Decree (No. l3 ;) and, as our 
Orders had declared, that they should be 
continued in force till the Berlin Decree xt^as 
revoked; so this Decree from Milan de- 
clared, that its restrictions and penaltie.s 
should remain in force, till the Orders in 
Council should be repo^ai.—— Both the hos- 
tile nations made an appeal to America 
(for slie was the onfy Neutral in fact) ni this 
way,'.^ each said to her : it fault for 

suffering our enemy to enforce such re- 
strictions ; it is for you to compel our ene- 
my to respect your Bag, and, until you do 
that, I will enforce against you my measure 
of retaliation, which 1 do, not in hostility 
towards you, but as my only means of 
self-defence against the tyrannical mea- 
sures of my enemy, ^America^ as was 


very natural in her situation, complained 
of both, hhe talked of war, to which she, 
however, had always a hearty dislike; 
and, after having tried negociation in 
vain, she fell upon this expedient. — - 
She protested against the grounds of justi- 
fication taken by both parlies ; she de- 
clared that both had violated her rights ; 
but, she, at last, determined to submit, for 
the present, while she endeavoured to pre- 
vail upofi one party .or the other to give 
w'ay first, and to revoke their Orders or 
Decrees. After long and fruitless ef- 

forts in this way, she passed, on the 1st of 
May, 1810, an Act, which she expected 
would have the effect desired. In this 
Act it was provided, that, if either Great 
Britain or France should, before the 31st 
of March, 181 1, so revoke or modify her 
edicts, that they should cease to violate 
the neutral commeroe^of America, the/«cr 
should be declared hy the President by 
Proclamation, and that, then, if the other 
nation should not, in three months from 
that time, revoke or modify her edicts in 
like manner, , the non- intercourse Act 
.should be revived agumst that nation * — — 
Thus things stood previously to the 5ih of 
August 1810, on which day the French 
minister for loreign alfalrs communicated 
oflicially to Mr. Armstronc, the Ame- 
rican Minister at Paris, that the Decrees 
of Berlin and Milan were rtvoked, and that, 
from the \st of f^oveinber, 1810, they would 
cease to be in f wee, it being understood, that, 
in consequence of this revocation, the 
English should revoke their Orders in Coun~ 
cil, and renounce the ntw principles of Blocks 
ade which they had attempted to establish. 
(See this Letter, in the present Volume, 
page 700.)— Mr. Armstrong having 
communicated this notification to Mr. 
Pinkney, the American Minister in Lon* 
don, the latter wrote on the 23ih of Au- 
gust last (No. Ib) to Lord Weleeslev, our 
Secretary of State for Foreign Ailaiis, in- 
forming him of what had been 'done in 
France, and, at the same time observed, 
that he took it for granted, that the revo* 
cation of the British Orders in Council, 
would follow as a matter of course, and 
that he hoped to be enabled to announce 
fo his government, that such revocation 
had taken place.-— — liOKD Wrelkslet 
(No. I/) answered, that, whenever the re- 
peal of the French decrees should have 
actually taken effect, and the cciniinerce of 
neutral nations should have been resiwed to 
the condition in xi hich tt stood previous to ike 
promulgation qf those decrees, lite King would 
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have the highest satisfaction in relinquish- 
ing a systeini which the conduct of the 
enemy had compelled him to^adopt.— — — 
This answer does not appear to have been 
relished much in America. It has a re- 
sava/ion in it^ which docs not seem to pro- 
mise a full and unequivocal revocation, 
on our part, even vi heri the revocation of 
the French Decrees shall have actmlly taken 
place; and, weknow,.:hat a revocation did 
not take place in England. — —7lie French 
notification having been communicated to 
Mk. Madison, the President of the Ame- 
rican Slates, he issued his Proclamation, 
(No. IS.) agreeably to the above-men- 
tioned Act of Congress passed on the 1st 
of May, 1810, which Proclamaiioti, togc* 
ther with the Circular Letter of the Secre- 
tary of the American Treasury, have just 
been received, and they form the last do- 
cument in the seges which 1 now insert. 

In conseijueiice of the revocation of 

the French Decrees, gfid of the notifica- 
tion thereof in America, several ships have | 
sailed from America for IVance, and have 
met (at least, so it is said) with the same 
treatment as they would 4iave met with if 
those Decrees had never been paiSscd ; in 
short, that they have been received as 
Neutrals, carrying on a lawful com- 
merce; have unladen their cargoes, and | 
have sailed away unmolested in any man- j 
ncr whateyer.— Others of them are 
said, in our public papers, to have been 
captured by our cruisers, and brought in 
for condemnation, and that they now 
await tfieir fate^ the Admiralty Judge, Sir 
William Scott, having s?ispended his decir 
Sion on them. Thus, then, when we have 
read the subjoined documents, we have 
the case fairly before us; for, though 
there have been other Orders in Council, 
modifying, or in *sorac respects altering 
the Orders, here inserted, still, if these 
latter had never existed, those which are 
here inserted would have produced the 

dispute in its present shape. We need 

not now agitate the question whether the 
making of our Orders in Council was just 
‘ or unjust, expedient or inexpedient ; they 
were made, they have been enforced to 
this day, and the question for us now .to 
decide upon, is, whether they ought th be 
revoked*' --My opinion is that they ought 
to be revoked, and, indeed, that they ought 
to have been revoked in August last, upon 
the notification of the revocation of the 
Berlin and Milan decrees having beeif 
made to our gorvernment,— — The reasons 
upon which Uiis opinion is founded, I will 


now state in as short and clear a manxftr 
as I am able, just observing first, that 1 am 
viewing the matter as*a matter of justice ; 
as a thing wholly depending upon partial 
lar compact, and ncit at all^s a matter of 
policy or of general jn'inciple. I always 
thought the Orders in Council jaw and 
wise also, as far as they went. They did 
not go so far as I would have extended 
them ; nor were they bottomed in a true 
and sound principle, the principle that 
Selden justified with the pen and that 
Cromwell proclaimed from the cannon’s 
mouth ; that principle, which, when Eng- 
land can no longer maintain, and openly 
act upon, she may as well at once sur- 
render her fleets and her dock-yards into 
the hands of Napoleon. But, the ques- 

tion now before us is altogether of a dif- 
ferent n&ture. It arises ont of a particular 
comp.ict or agreement, which, though not 
embodied into a single TnstiRimeut, with 
the appendage! of Dates, Signatures, and 
Seals, is, and ought to be, as binding as 
any treaty, made', like that lately made 
with the Pilnce Regent of Portugal, ** in 
the name of the Most Holy and undivided 

Trinity/^ llnw then stands^the case? 

We make certain maritime regula- 
tions, which induce Napoleon to issue the 
Berlin Decree. This Decree brings forth 
our (hders in Council. These produce the 
Milan Decree.— America complains of 
us both. Neither of us, the belligerent 
pities, attempt to stand by what we have 
done as acts just m themselves. We both 
.expressly declare them to be acts of re- 
taliation; and both declare, upon 6very 
occasion that presents itself, that, as soon 
as America shall have prevailed upon our 
opponent to revoke his regulations, we will 
revoke ours. Each party said to America : 
by submitting to the Decrees or Orders of 
ray enemy, you injure me : and 1 must, 
therefore, in self-defence make you sub- 
mit to similar Dccreesr or Orders, which I 
shall impose. But each declared, that, 
whenever the otlier parly should revoke 
his Decrees or Orders, he would instantly 

revoke his. Well, then, there appeared 

nothing wanting to accomplish the wishes 
of America but a beginning in this work of 
revocation. That it never could begin, 
unless one of the belligerent parties took 
the lead, was certain. This, at last, Na- 
poleon (who is obstinate only when his in- 
terest requires it) did, and, apparently 
without any reluctance, os we have seen in 
the letter of the French Minister of Foreign 
Aflatrs to Mr. Armstrong. In that Utter, 
Q P 2 
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an*OFFfCiAi ItrsTkUMENT, it is declared, i other words, what 'could now be the reattn ■ 


that the Decrees of Berlin and Milan ''ore 
revoked/* and thaf they are to cease to 
haveteffect on the first day of ^^ovember. 
—Now, whtn ibis® was communi- 
cated to our goternment, as we see it was, 
on tha,€5lh of August last, by the Ameri- 
can Minister here, in an Official Instru- 
ment, whx were notour Orders in Council, 
our retaliatory Orders in Council; why 
were they not also revoked in the samQ 
; that is to say, why were they not 
declared to be revoked, and that they should 
cease to have effect on the 1st of Novem- 
ber last ? The Orders were, from first 

to last, declared to be acts of retaliation ; 
they express the regret of the King of 
England at being obliged to adopt mea- 
sures 'so injurious to the commerce sf 
Neutrals ; they clearly convey fhe idea, 
that they are to continue in force no j 
longer than* thd' Decrees of the enemy, 
whence they have arisen; and, our Minister 
in America, in February 1808, declared 
to the American Government, " his Ma- 
" jesty's earnest desire to see the commerce 
of the world restored to that freedom, 
" which is necessary for its prosperity, 
" and his readiness to abandon the system 
•' which had been forced upon him, when- 
" ever the enemy should retract the princu 
** pies xjuhich had rendered it necessary 
If these words had any moaning at all, 
they meant, that our Orders in Council 
would be revoked whenever the FrenUth 
should revoke their Decrees ; for, in what 
other way were they to make a retractation 
if their principles f Indeed, no other sense 
can possibly be attributed to this de'clara- 
tion of our Minister in America ; unless it 
be pretended, that the king of England 
meant, that France should make an ex- 
press and formal confession of her having 
acted upon unjust or erroneous principles ; 
and, I think, that there is no man with 
any pretensions to, fairness, who will at- 
tempt to support an opinion, that the 
words of our Minister were either taken, or 

meant, in such a sense If, then, the 

reader be of opinion, as, I think, he must, 
that the letter of the French Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to Mr. Armstrong, fairly 
amounted to a retractation of tlie principles 
complained of by us, he will, of course, 
ask for the reasons, why his Majesty's 
earnest desire to see the commerce of the 
world restored to freedom, and his readiness 
to abandon the sysietaforced upon h i m, did 
not produce the effects which were natu- 
rally lo be expected from them : or, in 


for not following inmsdkUtly the esamp^ 
of the French, in revoking the Orders in 
CotmeiL— Instead, however, of an imme- 
diate revocation, upon receiving, from the 
Anlerican Minister hcrcj an Official Noti- 
fication of the revocation of the French 
Decrees, our Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Lord Wellesley, answers, " that, whenever 
" the repeal of the French Decrees shall 
" have actually taken place, and the com- 
" merce of Neutral nations shall have been 
<' restored to the condition in which it stood 
** previously to the promulgation of those 
" Decrees/* then the King will relinquish 

his present system. What, let me ask, 

was meant by the revocation having /ic- 
tually taken place f Had it not actually, 
that is to say, really, taken place ? The 
French Minister says, *' the Decrees are 
" revoked** Wliat wa^ he to »ay more ? 
In what way was an actual revocation to 
take place, if not in^jthis way > And how 
was the fact to be communicated to us, 
except in the way in which it was com- 
municated ; that is to say, officially' 

' through the American Minister, to whom, 
or to whose government, the revocation 
I would, of course, be announced by the 
Government of France -Really, I can- 

not, for my part, form any notion of what 
we could require further; or, of what 
could further be demanded as a proof that 
the revocation of the French Decrees bad 
actually taken place. Did Lord Wellesley 
mean, that we were to stop 'till the first 
day of November, in order to see, whether 
the French would act upon the revocation, 
agreeably to their promise? If this was 
what was meant, how did it agree with the 
declarations about the King's readiness to 
renounce a system that bad been forced 
upon him, and which he so earnestly desired 
to do away ? For, if we refused to ftegm 
our revocation, if we refused to declare it, 
if we refused to declare it even condition- 
ally, how was it to he expected, ^or hoped 
for, that the French would act upon theirs 
at the day named in the Notification of 
tlm French Minister to Mr. Armstrong ? 
What, in short, did such refusal, or post- 
ponement, amount to but this: that, 
thdugh the French had officially declared 
to America the revocation of their Decrees, 
to be acted upon on a certain day, yet, 
such was our opinion of the parties, that 
we must see it acted upon, before we would 
•even declare our revocation, to be acted 

upon at any time at all ?, U the reader 

thinks that this was what wc could not 
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reasonably expect any independent nation 
to hear with grrat complacency^ that opi- 
nion will certainly be strengthened upon 
Jiis being informed of the declaration of our 
Minister j in America, to the American 
Government, in February 1808, as laid 
before Congress in November of that year. 
He, according to these documents, then 
communicated th^ Several latcf Decrees 
'' (Orders in Council) of his Government, 
'' with expressions of the Ttgret felt by his 
Britannic Majesty at the nccesn^ on- 
** posed cm him for such an interference 
** with Neutral commerce, and with as- 
surances that His Majesty would readily 
** follow the example, in case the Berlin De- 
cree should be rescinded; or, would pro- 
“ ceed, pari passu with France, in relaxing 

the vigour of their measures.” Now, 

have we, in good eafnest, acted up to this 
declaration ? Vari passu*' (a term which 
the learned make use of to shew, 1 sup- 
pose, the utility of Latin) means here, with 
equal pace ; or, to keep pace with ; and, this 
declaration, of our minister, made in the 
King’s name, clearly meant, not only that 
he would readily follow the example of 
France ; that is to say, that he would do 
whatever she did, and as soon as she did it, 
towards the removal of the commercial 
restrictions altogether; but, that he 
would, in th^ meanwhile, keep pace with 
her in softenihg the rigour of his measures. 

. ■ .—France, in August last, notifies olTi- 
cially to the American Minister, that she 
has revoked her Decrees, and that the re- 
vocation will be acted upon on the \st of 
ffovember. That notification is communi- 
cated officially to our government ; and, 
to follow the example of France ; ** readily 
« to follow the example,” evidently re- 
quired an immediate answer on our part, 
that our Orders in Council were revoked, 
and that the revocation would be acted tqton 
on the frjit qf November. Instead of this, 
our answer, through Lord Wellesley, 
was, that we should wait till the French 
Decrees had actually taken place, and until 
the commerce of Neutral nation^ had been re- 
stored to the state in which it was previously 
to the promulgation those Decrees ; and> 

of course, our Orders in Council, our 
retakatoty** measure# would still re- 
main in rorce, till after the Decrees of 
France should be not only long revoked; 
but until after their operation had practi* 
colly ceased. Was this, then, showing a 
readiness to follow the example of France 
in restorine to America the enjoyment of 
what we declared to be her just rights ? 
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Was this keeping pace %ith France in her 
measures of relaxation } Was it, in fine, 
acting u|> to the declaration^ made, in the 
King s name, to the American govern- 
ment in February, 1 sos, and upoi), the 
sincerity and goodf faith of which declara- 
tion, be it well observed, we Imilt our 
claim to the forbearance of America as to 
the measures against us, which, at that 
tidie, she avowed herself to have in con- 
templation ?— — There is one argument, 
I which, though 1 can hardly tbink it 
I will be raised, it may not be amiss to 
sate here; namely, that, though Napo- 
leon has declared his Decrees to .be 
revoked, and though that declaration 
ha\ been officially announced to us* by 
the American Minister first, and now by 
his Government, yet, such is the character 
of Napoleon, and such has«beett his con- 
duct, that we ought not to place any re- 
liance upon his declaration, and ought to 
consider it merely as the cloak for intended 
acts offroad or violence. But, besides the 
outrage that the use of this argument 
would oiler to the American government, 
who have not only,' in the words of their 
minister, given credit to the sincerity of 
the French declaration, but have acted 
upon it in the issuing of the Proclamation 
before referred to, and in the admitting of 
French armed vessels into their waters ; 
besiifes this outrage, we should, by the 
use of such an argument, give a signal 
proof of our own insincerity, seeing that 
wc have recently held an inferior speciea 
of diplomatic communication with France, 
in the case of the negociations for a 
Cartel, and that, through the medium of 
the Transport Board, our government has 
declared (Seepage 11(37) mat any French 
officer, now our prisoner, shall be liberated 
and sent back to France, ** if the French 
'* government will certify officially to our 
Commissioners, that an English pri- 
soner of equal rank shall be released by 
" France.” After this ; after oftertng 
not merely to keep pace with France, but 
to act by way of anticipation upon her 
Official promise, we shall not, 1 hope,^see 
any attempt, in the American case, to 
act upon the principle, that no credit is 
to be given to the official promises or de- 
clarations of France.— -Such are the 
reasons, on which 1 found my opinion, 
that our Orders in Council ought to 
have been revoked, in August, and that 
the revocation ought to have been acted 
upon on the 1st of November last, and, of 
course, as that was not done, that we ought 
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now immediately revoke ihem. It is 
a question of mere justice demanded 
by paiticulai^compaet, clearly under- 
stood between the parties. It appears to 
nie tfldisputable^ that the fuirilment of this 
compact demands, on our part, such revo- 
cation. .It is a question of good faiths 
and tim' being the case, no considera- 
tions of interest ought to stand in the 
\ray. As to the txptdicnc^ of the mea- 

sure, if the obligations of good faith were 
wholly out of the question, being thorbugh- 
iy convinced that, first or last, we must 
como to the plain, simple, unqualified as- 
sertion and niaiiitenaucc of the absolute so* 
vereign/y of the sea, or make up our minds, 
or, Vather, debase them, which, I trust, we 
never shall, to submit to becohie first an 
irf^ior nation, and next, by an easy tran- 
sition, to J^cceme the I'assal of France ; 
being thoroughly convinced of this, and 
being, hy every event that has lately oc- 
curred, and that is now likely to occur, 
strengthened in this conviction, I should 
look upon the injury, which, to the com- 
mercial and manufacturing part of the 
community, would unquestioiinbly arise 
out of the threatened non-zntercourse with 
America, as of too little importance to be, 
for one moment, put in the scale against 
®ny great maritime principle or nfaxim. 
Not that I am, by any means, disposed to 
under-rate that injury, which would baverv 
great, which would sprtad far and wdde, 
and which would, in all probability, double 
the quantity of the present distresses to 
men in trade, whose distresses sfre daily 
?nd hourly increasing, and who must be 
an object of the sincere compassion of 
every considerate man. But, even all 
this is not to be put in competition with 
the tndej)endenc€ of England; and, I am 
decidedly of opinion, that that indepen- 
dence must be lost, or that we must give 
up a great part of the commercial and rna* 
nufaciwring system, that system so showy, 
and S9 pleasing to the eye, buuhat system, 
which, by the easy and ever-ready means 
Which It offers to political Corruption, has 
doge more harm to England than all the 
other causes of evil put together. The 
predominance of Commerce and Manu. 
lectures. National Dfbts and Paper- 
money, Taxation and Pauperism, Corrup- 
tion and Degeneracy, have all been en- 
gendered, have grown up, and have mul- 
tiplied, together.*^- — 'J'his view of the 
state of the country has, however, nothing 
at all to do with the question, as to which 
wo are now at issue with America. These 


are matters for our own exclusive consi- 
deration. *Very serious consideration they 
demand, and very awful is the prospect be- 
fore us ; but there is nothing even in that 
prospect, which ought to make us unmind- 
ful of what is due from us towards other 
nations.^— —Those, who arc more imme- 
diately and deeply interested in the fate 
of the question, that ig to say, persons en- 
gaged in commerce and manufactures, 
should, too, bear in mind, that, if they 
suflfer from the result, the measuie will 
have been adopted by those, w'horn they, 
in general, -have uniformly supported; 
and that, therefore, they will have little 
reason to complain. The system, to 
which they have given their support, for 
the last 26 years, is the present system ; 
and, therefore, if they have acted con- 
scientiously in supporting it, they ought 
to adrint the supposition, that the conduct 
of its immediate agents has been equally 
conscientious. 8o that, as far as relates 
to them, there seems to be little room left 
for well-grounjled discontent, let the con- 
sequences be what they may. 

The. room, which the documents be- 
longing to this subject necessarily occupy, 
notwithstanding the expedient of printing 
them in a smaller than the usual cha- 
racter, preclude the possibility of my in- 
troducing into the present ^'number any 
other topic; for which, indeed, I am not 
sorry, because 1 wished to draw the rea- 
der’s undivided attention to a question, 
which, in its consequences, may be of the 
greatest national importance, and which, 
while we are yet upon the brink, calls 
upon us to look before xue leap, 

W“. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

December 14*, 1810. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

AMERICAN STATES.— —DocMfliC7i/s re* 
lative to the Dispute between England and 
these States, as far as belongs to the smldeet 
the English Orders in Council, 

No. 1. — Mr. Fox to Mr. Monroe. — Downing 
Street, April 8, 1806. 

The undersigned, his Majest/s principal 
secretary of state for foreii>n alfairs, has re- 
ceived his Majesty’s coaiinands to acquaint 
Mr. Monroe, that in C'»nsequenoe of big ma- 
jesty, the king of Prussia, having taken pos- 
session of various parts of the electorate of 
Hanover, and other doniinioob belonging to his 
Majei»ty, in a foicihle and hostile manner, and 
having also notified^ that all British ships shall 



IWJ MCEMBER 15 , 

be excludeil from the ports of the Prussian 
dominions, and from certain other ports in the 
north et Europe and nor suffered to enter or 
trade therewith, in violation of the just rights 
and interests of his Majesty, and his dorni* 
nions, and contrary to the esta'otished laiv aud 
practice of nations in amity with each other ;• 
bis Majesty has judged it expedient to esta- 
blish the most rig<irous blockade at the en- 
trances of the Ems, the Weser, the Elbe and 
the Travc, and to maintain and enforce the 
same in the strictest manner, according to the 
usages of war, acknowledged and allowed in 
similar cases. — Mr. Monroe is therefore re- 
cfucsted to apprize the American consuls and 
merchants residing in England, that the en- 
trances of the above mentioned rivers are and 
must be considered as being in a state of 
blockade; and that from this time all the 
measures authorized by the law of nations, and 
the respective treaties between his Majesty 
and the different neutral powers, will be adopt- 
ed and executed, with respect to vessels at- 
tempting CO violate the said blockades after 
this notice. — The undersigned requests Mr. 
Monroe to accept the assurances of his high 
consideration. (Signed) C. J. Fox. 

No, II. — Mr. Fox to Mr. Monroe. — Downing 
Street f May 16, 1800. 

The undersigned, his Majesty’s prindpal se- 
cretary of state for foreign affairs, has received 
his Majest/s commands to acquaint Mr. Mon- 
roe, that the King taking into consideration 
the new and extraordinary means resorted to 
by the enemy Tor the purpose of distressing the 
commerce of his subjects, has thought St to 
direct chat the necessary measures should be 
taken for the blockade of the coast, rivers, 
and ports, from ihe river Elbe to the port of 
Brest, both inclusive ; and the said coast, 
rivers and ports, arc and must be considered 
as blockaded; but that his Majesty is pleased 
to declare that such blockade shall not extend 
to prevent neutral ships and vessels, laden 
with goods not being the property of his Ma- 
jesty's enemies, and not being coutrabund of 
war, from approaching the said coasts, and en- 
tering into and sailirijif from the said rivers and 
ports, (save and except the coasts, rivers and 
ports fr4nn Ostend to the river Seine, already 
ill u state of strict and rigorous blockade, and 
which are to be considered as so continued) 
provided the si.id ships and ve^sei$, so ap- 
proachiiig and enterinu, (excepf as afore-aid; 
shall not have been laden at any port belong- 
ing to or in the possession of any of his Majeik* 
ty’s enemies, and that the said ships and % ea- 
sels, so sailing from the said rivers and ports, 
(except as a^resaid) shall not be destined to 
any port belonging to or in the p^issessuin ot 
any of his Majesty's e emies, nor have previ- 
ously broken the blockudc. — Mr. Monroe is, 
therefore, requested to apprize the American 
consuls and merchants residing in England, 
that the coast, rivers and ports above men- 
tioued must be considered as being in a state 
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of blockade; and that from this time alt the 
measure, authorued b, the law of nations, tnd 
the respective treaties betwcim his Majesty 
and the different nfutral powers, will be 
adopted and executed with respect to vessels 
at tempting to violate the said blockadi ^fter 
this notice. — The uiidersignerl requests Mr. 
Monroe,' &c. &c. (Signed) C^J.Fox. 

No. III. — Lord Howick to Mr. Monroe.^ 

^ Downing Street^ September 25, 1806. 

The undersigned, his Majesty's principal 
secretary of state for foreign afhiirs, has re* 
ceived his Majesty's commands to acquaint Mr, 
jMonroc that the King having been pleasi d, on 
the 16tb of May last, to cause k to be sig- 
nified, that he had directed the necessary mea- 
sures to be taken for the blockade of the coast, 
rivejs and ports, from the river Elbe to* the 
port of Brest, both inclusive ; his Majesty is 
now pleased to declare, that se much of such 
blockade as extended from tjtf river Elbe to 
the river Ems, both inclusive, is, for the pre- 
sent, discontinued, and that from the date 
hereof, the navigation of the coast, rivers and 
ports from the river Elbe to the river Ems, 
both inclusive, is as free as if such blockade 
had not taken place. — The undei signed re- 
quests Mr. Monroe to accept the assurances, 
&c. See. (Signeil) Howick. 

No. IV.— IiiPERiAL Camp.— B cr /in, Novem- 
ber 21, 1806. 

Napoleon, emperor of the French, and king 
of Italy, considering: — 1. That England does 
not ailniit the right of nations a'» universally ac- 
kno^'vledged by all civilized people : — 2. That 
she declares as an enemy every individual be- 
longing to an enemy's stale, and, in consequence, 
mkkt-s prisoners of war, not only of the Crews 
of orwf'd.vesscls, bur also of Merchant vessels, 
and even the supercargoes of the same : — 3, 
That she extends or applies to merchant vessels, 
ro articles of commerce, and to the property 'of 
individuals, the right of conquest, which can 
only be applied or extended to what belongs to 
an enemy's state : — 4. That she extends to pf»rts 
not foi tided, to harbours and mouths of nvers, 
the right of blockade^ which, according to rea- 
son and the usage of civilized nations, is ap- 
plicable only to strong or fortified ports : — 5. 
Thai she declares blockaded places before 
which she has not a sioirle vessel of war ; al- 
though a place ought not to lie considered 
blockaded, hut when it is so invested ns that no 
approach can he made, without imminent 
hazard ; that she declares even places hhick- 
aded, which her united forces vvuiitd he iiicci|ia- 
ble of doing, such as entire c-asts and a whole 
empire: — 6. That this unequalled ihuseol right 
ot hjockade has no other obj«-re ih.m to niter- 
nipt the rommuriications of different nations^ 
to extend the commerce and industry of 
England upon the ruin of those of the conti- 
nent : — 7 . That this being the evident design of 
Englm^d, whoever deals on the continent in 
Engbsh merchandize, favors that design, and 
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becomes an nccompyce : — 8. That this conduct 
ill ^ England (worthy only of the first ages of 
burbutisiiiVhas benefiUed her to the detriment 
of other naiic^s : — 9. That it being right to 
oppose to an enemy the same aims she makes 
use pf/ to combat as she does, when alt ideas of 
justice, and every liberal seniiment (the result 
of civilization ainoug men) are disregarded ; — 
Wo have resolved to enforce against England 
the usages iviiich she has consecrated in her 
maritime code.— The present decree shall^be 
considered as the fundamental law of the em- 
pire, until England has acknowledged, that the 
rights of war are the same on land as al sea ; 
that it cannot be extended to any private pro- 
perty whatever, nor to persons who are not 
military, and until the right of blockade be re- 
strained to fortified places, actually invested 
by (ompetent forces. 

Imperial Decree of the ^Ut Xovember, 1806. 

Article 1. The British islands arc declared in 
n state of •blockade.— All commerce and 
correspondence with the British islands are pro- 
hibited. In consequence, letters or packets 
addressed cither to England, to an Eiiglishinua, 
or in the English language, sinll not pass 
through the Post Office, and shall be seized.— 

6. [‘.very subject of England, of whatever rank 
and condition soever, who shall be found in the 
countries occupied by our troops, or by those 
of our allies, shall be made a prisoner of war. — 
4. All magazines, merchandize, or properly 
whatsoever, belonging to a subject of England, 
shall be declared lawful prize.- — 5. The trade in 
English mercliaudize is forbidden. All iner- 
irhaiidlze belonging to England, or coming from 
its manufactories and coloi'Ties, is decla.ed^ law- 
ful prize.- — 6. One half of the proceeds of the 
confisencioo of the merchandize and proper^’y 
declared good prize by the preceding articles, 
aiiull be applied to indemnify the iiierChanls for 
the losses which they have sulTered by the cap- 
ture ol merchant vessels by English cruizers.— 

7. No ves-sel coming directly from England, or 

from ihe English colonies, or having been there 
.since . the publication of the present decree, 
^hall be received in any port.— 8. Every vessel 
conlraveniug the above clause, by means of a 
false declaration, shall be seized, and the vessel 
and cargo confiscated, ns if they were English 
property.— 9. Our tribunal of prizes at Paris 
IS charged with the defmiiive adjudication of all 
controversies which may arise within our em- 
pire, or in the countries occupied by the French 
arm), itlaiive to the eitecution of the present 
flecrec. Our tribunal of prizes a^MiUn shall 
1)6 charged wiih the definitive adjudication of 
the said cuniroversies, which may arise within 
the extent of -ur kingdom of Italy.— JO, The 
present decree shall be communicated, by our 
minister ot exterior relations, to the kings of 
Spam, of Naples, of Holland, of Etruria, unci 
to our allies, whose subjects, like ours, are the 
victims of tlie injustice and the barbarism of 
the English roantinie laws. — Our ministers of 
Wsrior wpr^ of marine^ of finances, 
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o( police, and our Postmasters General, are 
charged, e^h in what concerns bini| with the 
execution of the present decree. 

No. V.— At a Court at the Queen's Palace^ the 
7 th of January 1807, prestnty the King's 
most Excellent Majesty y in council, 

Whei'eas the French government has issued 
I certain ordeis, winch, in violation of the usages 
of war, igirport to prohibit the commerce of all 
neutral nations with his M^ijesiy’s tloininions, 
and ulso to prevent such nations from trading 
I with any other country in any art cics, the 
I growili, produce or manufacture of his Majes- 
ty’s dominions ; and wiiercas the said govern- 
ment has also taken upon itself to declare all 
his Majesty’s dominions to be in a state of 
blockade, at n time when the fleets or France 
and her allies are themselves confined within 
I their own pons by the supeiiur valour and dis- 
cipline of the British navy ; and whereas such 
attempts, on the part of the enemy, would give 
to his Majesty an unqiiestumaUe right of re- 
taliation, and would warrant his Majesty in 
enforcing the same prohibition of alt commerce 
^ith France, which that power vainly hopes to 
effect against the commerce of his Majesty’s 
subjects ; a prulnbition which the superiority 
of his Majesty’s <^idval forces mit!ht enable him 
to support, by actually investing the ports and 
coasts of the enemy witit numerous squadrons 
and cruizers, so as to make the eniraiicc or 
approach thereto manifestly dangeious ; and 
whereas his Majesty, though unwilling to follow 
the example of his enemies, by proceeding to 
ao extremity so distressing to ifil nations not 
engaged in the war, and carrying on their ac- 
rustumed trade, yet feels Inmsclf Utund by a 
due regard to the just defence of the rights and 
interests of his people, not to suffer such mea- 
sures to be taken by the enemy, without taking 
some steps on his part to restrain this violence, 
and to retort upon them the evils of their own 
injustice; Lis Majesty is thereupon pleased, 
by and with the advice of his privy council, to 
order, and it is hereby prdered. That no vessel 
shall be permitted to trade from one port to 
another, both which ports shall belong to or 
be in the possession of France or her allies, or 
shall be so fur under their conCroul as that 
British vessels may not trade .freely *thereat ; 
and the commanders of his Majesty’s ships of 
war and privateers shall be, and are hereby 
instructed to warn every neutral vessel coming 
from any such •port, aud destined to another 
suchport, to discontinue her voyage, and not 
to proceed to any such port ; and any vessel, 
after being so warned, or any vessel, 
coming from any such port, after a reasonable 
time shall hnve been offered for receiving in- 
formation of this his .Majesty’s order, which 
shall be found proceeding to another such port, 
shall bo captured and brought in, and, together 
with her cargo, shall be cuni'emned as lawful 
prize, und his Maje>iy*s principal Secretaries 
of State, the lords commissioners of the Ad- 
miralty, and the judges of the high court pf 
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admiralty and courts of vice aclmiriilcy, are to 
take the necessary measures herein as to them 
shall respectively appertain.— W. Fawkes er. 

No. VI . — At the Court at the Queen's Palace^ 
the Wth of November^ 1807, present the 
King's most excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas certain orders, establishing an un- 
recedented system of warfare against this 
ingdoin, and aimed especially at the (^stfuc- 
tion of its commerce and resources, were 
^ollletilne since issued by the government 
of France, by which << the British islands were 
declared to be in a state of blockade,” thereby 
subjecting to capture and condemnation all 
vessels with their cargoes, which should con* 
tinue to trade with his Majesty's dominions 
And ivliereus by the same order, ** all trading 
in English merchandize is proiiibited, and every 
sirticle of inerchandizo belonging to England, 
or coming from her colonies, or of her manu* 
f.icture, is declared lawful prize — And 
whereas the nations in alliance with Erance, 
and under her controul, were reqaired to give, 
anti have given, and do give, eirect to such 
orders : — And whereas his Majesty's order of 
tlie 7lh of January lasr, has not answered the 
desired purpose, either of compelling the 
e'oeiny to recall those orders, or of inducing 
neutral nations to interpose, with elfect, to*ob- 
tain their revocation, but on the contrary, the 
same have been recently enforced with in- 
creased rigor; — And whereas his Majesty, 
under these circnmstniices, finds himself com- 
pelled to take further measures for asserting and 
vindicating his ju*t rights, and for supporting 
that inantiine power which the exertions and 
valor of his people have, under the blessing of 
providence, enabled him to establish and 
maintain ; and the ,mainteiiunce of which is 
not more essential to the safety and prosperity 
of his Majesty's dominions, than it is to the 
protection of such states as still retain their 
independence, and to the general intercourse 
and hnppincss of mankind. — His Majesty is 
therefore pleased, by and. with the advice of 
his privy council, to order, and it is hereby 
ordered, that all the ports and places of France 
and her allies, or of any other country at war 
with his Majesty, and all other ports or places 
111 Europe, from which, although not at war 
with his Majesty, the British flag is excluded, 
and all ports or places in the colonies be- 
longing to his Majesty's enemies, shall, from 
henceforth, be subject to the saintr restrictions 
in point of ir.ide and navigation, with the ex- 
ceptions hereinafter mentioned, as if the same 
were actually blockaded by his Majesty's naval 
forces, in the most strict and rigorous manner, 
and it is hereby further ordered and declared, 
that all trade in articles whicli are of the pro- 
duce or manufacture of the said countries or 
colonies, shall be deemed and considered to 
be unlawful ; and that every vessel trading 
from or to the said countries or colonies, to- 
gether with all goods and merchandize on board, 
,and all articles of the produce or manufacture 
of the said countries or colonies, shall be cap- 


tured and coiideinned as prize to the captors. 
—But although his Majest/ would be fully 
justilied, by the circumstauces and consider^ 
tions above recited, in es(ablishiii|^ucli system 
of restrictions with respect to all the countries 
and colonies of his enemies, without expep^ 
tiofi or qualification ; yet his Majesty, b^u* 
lievertheless desirous not to subject neutrals to 
any greater inconvenience than is absolutely 
inseparable from the carrying into effect his 
Majesty's just determination to counteract the 
designs of his enemies, and to retort upon his 
enemies tliemselves the coneequeaces of their 
own violence and injustice ; and being yet 
w'illing to hope that it may be possible (con- 
sistently with that object) still to allow to 
neutrals the opportunity of furnishing them- 
seives with colonial produce for their own 
consumption and supply ; and even to leave 
open, ^or the present, such trade with his Ma- 
jesty's enemidi as shall be carried on directly 
with the ports of his Majesty's dominions^ or 
of his allies, in the manner hcoeiiiafxer men- 
tioned. — liis Majesty is thei‘cfi>re pleased fur- 
ther to order, and it is hereby ordered, that 
nothing herein contained siiall extend to sub- 
ject to capture or coiiderniiaiioii any vessel, or 
the cargo of any vessel, belonging to .any 
country not declared by this order to be sub- 
jected CO the restrictions incident to a state of 
blockade, which shall have cleared out with 
such cargo from some port or place of the 
country to which she belongs, cither in Europe 
or America, or from some free port in his 
Majesty's colonies, under circumstances iu 
which such trade from such free ports is 
permitted, direct to some port or place in the 
colonieS of his Majesty's enemies, or from 
those colonies direct to the country to which 
sucl^ vessel belongs, or to some free port in his 
Majesty's colonies, in such cases, and with 
slicli articltfli, as it may be lawful to import into 
such free port ; nor to any vessel or the cargo 
of any vessel, belonging to any country not at 
war with his Majesty, which shall liave cleared 
out under such regulations as his Majesty may 
think fit to prescribe, and shall ^be proceeding 
direct from some port or place, iu this ^king- 
dom, or from Gibraltar or Malta, or from 
any port belonging to his Majesty's allies, to tlie 
port specified in her clearance; nor to any 
vessel, or the cargo of any vessel, belonging to 
any country not at war with his Majesty, which 
shall be coming from any port or place in 
Europe, which is declared by this order to ba 
subject to the restrictions incident to a state of 
blockade, desthied to some port or placean 
^Europe belonging to his Majesty, and which 
shall be on her voyage direct thereto ; but 
these exceptions are not to be understood as 
exoTDPting from capture or confiscation any 
vessel or goods which shall be liable thereto in 
respect of having entered or departed from 
any port or place actually hlockailed by his 
Majesty's squadrons or ships of war, or for 
being enemies property, or for any other cduta 
than the contravention of this present order— 
And the commanders of his Majesty's ships of 
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war and prirateers, and other vessels acting 
under his Majesty% commission, shall be, and 
are hereby instructed, to warn every vessel 
which shall huve comeienced her voyage pri«)r 
to any notice of this order, and bhall he des- 
tined to any port of France ; or ofher allies, or 
0^4ny other country at war with his Majesty, oi; 
to any 'port or place from which the British 
flag as aforesaid is excluded, or to any colony 
belonging to his Majesty's enemies, and which 
shall not have cleared out as is herein before 
allowed, to discontinue her voyage, and to pro- 
ceed to some port or place in this kingdom, or 
CO Gibraltar or Malta ; and any ve-<sel which, 
after having been so warned, or after a rea- 
sonable time shall have been afforded for the 
arrival of information of this his Majesty's 
ord)er,atany port or place tVom which she sailed, 
ot which, after having notice of this order, 
shall be found in the] prosecution of any 
voyage contrary to the restrictiims contained 
in this order, shall be captured, and, together 
with hcrcargO^ condemned as lawful prize to 
the captors. — And whereas countries not en- 
gaged in the war, liave acquiesced in these 
orders of France, prohibiting all trade in any 
articles the produce or manufacture of his 
Majesty's dominions, and the -merchants of 
those countries have given countenance and 
effect to those p* ohibitions, by accepting from 
persons styling themselves cootmercial agents 
of the enemy, resident at neutral ports, cert.iiu 
documents termed “ certificates of origin," 
being certificates obtained at the ports of stnp- 
ment, declaring that the articles of the cargo 
are not of the produce or manufacture of his 
Majesty's dorainioiis, or to that effect^- — And 
whereas this expedient has been directed by 
France^ and submiitrd to by such inercliaius, 
as part of ehe new system of warfurc, directed 
against the trade of ihis kingdom, and as the 
most effectual mstrumeni of accoiuphshing the 
same, and ic is therefore esseiirially neceisary to 
resist it. — His Majesty is thtrefore pleased, and 
by and with the advice of his privy council, to 
order, and it is hereby ordend, th^t if any 
vessel, after reasonable time shall have been 
affinded for receiving notice of this his Ma- 
jesty's order, at the port or place from which 
such vessel shall have cleared out, shall be 
found carrying any such certificate or docu- 
ment ns aforesaid, or any docuinerit re- 
ferring to or authenticaiiMg the same, such 
vessel shall he adjudged lawful prize to the 
captor) t.*gcihor with the goods laden ther« in, 
belonging to the person or pci sons by whom, 
Of* on MPhose behalf any such docunient was,, 
put on hoard. 

And the right honourable the lords com- 
missiouers of his Majesty’s treasury, his Ma- 
jesty's principal secretaries of state, the lords 
commissioners of the admiralty, and the judges 
of the high court of admiralty and courts* of 
vice-admiralty, arc to take the necessary aiea' 
sures herein^ as ta them shall respectively ap- 
pertain. W. FAWKEnam. 


No. Vll . — At the Court at Ihe Queen^s Palace, 
the Yitk of November, 1807, present, the 
King*i most Excellent Majesty in CoundL 

Whereas articles of the growth and manufac- 
ture of foreign countries cannot, by law, be im- 
ported iitto this country, except in British 
ships, or in ships belonging to the countries of 
which such articles are the growth and manu- 
facture, without an order in council specially 
authorizing the sanle Uis Majesty taking 
into consideration the order of this day's date, 
respecting the trade to bo carried on to and 
from the ports of the enemy, and deeming it 
expedient that any vessel belonging to any 
country in alliance, or at amity with his Ma 
jesty, may be permitted to import into this 
country articles of the produce or manufacture 
of countries at war with his Majesty. — H:s Ma- 
jesty, by and with the advice of his privy coun- 
cil, IS therefore pleased to order, and it is here- 
by ordered, that all goods, wares or merchan- 
dizes, specified and included in the schedule of 
an act passed in the forty- third year of his pre- 
sent Majesty's reign, intituled “ An act to re- 
peal the duties of customs payable in Great 
Britain, and to grant other duties in lieu there- 
of," may be imported from any port or place 
belonging to 'hny state not at amity with his 
Majesty, in ships belonging to any state at 
amity with his Majesty, subject to the payment 
of such duties, and liable to such drawbacks as 
are now established hy law upon the importa- 
tion of the said goods, wares or merchandise, 
in ships navigated according to law ; and with 
respect to such of the said gooHs, wares, or mer- 
chandise, as are auth'>rized lobe warehoused un- 
der the provisions of an act passed in the forty- 
third year of his present Majesty's reign, intituled 
An act for perniittiug certain goods imported 
into Great Britain, to be secured in waiehouses 
w'idiout payment of duty," subject to all the re- 
gulations of the said last meiuioned act ; and 
with respect to all articles which are prohibited 
by Jaw, from being imported into this country, 
it is ordered, that tke same shall be reported 
for exportation to any country in amity or al- 
liance with his Majesty. — And his Majesty is 
further pleased, by and with the advice of Ills 
pnty council, to order, and it is hereby order- 
ed that all vessels which shall arrive' at any port 
of the united Kingdom, or at the port of Gi- 
braltar or Malta, m consequence of having been 
warned puisuant to the aforesaid order, or in 
cpiisequencd' of receiving iDfomiation, in any 
other manner, of the said order subsequent to 
their having taken on hoard any part of their 
cargoes, whether previous or subsequent to 
their sailing, shall be permitted to report their 
cargoes for exportation, and shall he allowed to 
proceed upon their voyages to their original 
ports of destination, (if not unlawful before the 
issuing of said order) or to any port at amity 
with his Majesty, upon receiving a certificate 
from the cullecbtr or comptroller of the customs 
at the port at which they shall so enter, (which 
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certificRte tb« said collectors and comptrol- 
lers- of the customs are hereby authorued and 
required to giire) setting fortii that such vessels 
cauteinto'^ucii port in consequence of being so 
warned, or of receiving such information as 
aforesaid ; and that they were periniited to sail 
from such port under the regulations which his 
Majesty has been pleased to establish in re-- 
apect to buch vessels. But in case any vessel 
so arriving snail prefer to dniport her^cargo, 
then such vessel snail be *aliowed to enter and 
import lire stinie, upon such terms and condi- 
tions as the said cargo might have been im- 
ported upon, according to law, in case the said 
vessel had sailed after having received notice of 
the said order, and in conformity thereto.— 
And It is further ordered, that all vessels which 
shall arrive at any port of the united Kingdom, 
or at Gibraltar nr Malta, in confonnity and 
ohedienci ro (he s:ik 1 order, shall be .din wed, 
in rest ed tn all articles which may ho nn board 
the s '.me, except sugar, .'-offee, wine, brandy, 
snuff md tobacco, lO cltar out to any port 
whatever, ■ be specified ni such clearance ; 
and, with respect to the bist mentioned articles, 
to export 'he same to luch ports, and under 
such conditions and rejiuJatioiis only, ns his 
majestv, by any licence to be ^.ranted (or that 
purpose may direct. — And the* right honour- 
al le the lords <'Oin?nissioneis <if his Majesty^s 
treasury, hu» Mjje*..y’s principal secretahes o( 
state, thi lords 'ominissioners of the admiralty, 
and the judges of the high court of admiralty 
and courts of vice admiralty, are to take the 
necessary measures herein as to them shall re- 
spectively appertain. W. I'awkener. 

No. Vlir. — At the Court at the Queen's Pa- 
lactf the IV h November^ 1807 , pmen/, the 
King's must Excellent Majtsti/ in Council. 

Whereas the sale of ships by a belligerent to 
a neutral is considered by France to be illegal ; 
— And whereas a great part of the shipping of 
France and her allies has been protected (rora 
capture during the present hostilities by trans- 
fers, or pretended transfers to neutrals : — And 
whereas it is fuily justifiable to adopt the same 
rule, in this respect, towards the cneujy, which 
is applied by the enemy to this country : — His 
Mafesly is pleased, by and with the advice of 
his Privy Council, lo order, and it is hereby or- 
dered, (hat in future the sale to a neutral of 
any vessel belonging to his Majesty’s enemies, 
shall not be deemed to be legal, nor in any 
manner to transfer the propert/, n<»r to alter 
the character of such vessel : and ull vessels 
now belonging, or which shall hereafter belong* 
to any enemy of his Majesty, notwithstanding 
any sale or pretended sale to a neutral after n 
reasonable time shall have elapsed for receiving 
inforniation of this his Majesty's order at the 
place where such sale, or pretended sale was 
effected, shall be captured and brought in, and 
■hall be adjudged as lawful prize to the cap- 
tors. — And the right honourable the lords com- 
jnissioners of his Majesty’s treasury, his Ma- 
|esty*t principal secretaries of state^ the lords 


of the l.f-b court of .„d coSrt.irf 

vjce admiialty, .re to tuleth. n«;«,ar, me*, 
sores herein, as to them ..halt .e«.«tiTeU .p. 

'V. 


No. IX .— fhe Court at the Queen's 2 a?iaV 
• the 25th of November, 1807, pn.stni, ihe 
King's most Excellent Majesti/ in tounul. 


Whereas it has been represented -hat it 
woul^ be expedient to fix certain peiiods at 
which it shall he deemed that a reasonable 
time shall have elaptied tor uceivini; informa- 
tion, at different places, of his Majesty’s order 
in council of the eleventh of Nuvember, in- 
stant, respectink! the trade with his Majesty’s ' 
enemies, and in ihcir produce and marulac- 
turc^i; his Majesty taking the same into con- 
sideration, and being desirous to obviate any 
dilHciflnes tlwit may arise in rtsptct thereto, 
and also to allow ample time for ihe said order 
being known to all persons who may be affect- 
ed thereby, is pleased, by and ^ith vlie adviee 
of his privy council, lo order and declare, and 
it IS hereby ordered and declared, that infor- 
mation of the said order of the eleventh of 
November instant, shall be taken and held to 
liave been received in the places hereinafter 
mentioned, at the periods respectively assign- 
ed to them ; namely,— Ports and places within 
the Baltic— December 21, 18u7. — Other ports 
and places to the nortliward of Amsterdam— 
December It, 1807.-~Froin Amsterdam lo 
Ushant — December 4, 1807. — From Ushant 
to Cape Finisterre— December 8, 1807.— From 
Cape Finisterre to Gibraltar, inclusive— De- 
cenib^ 18, 1807.— Madeira— December 13, 

1807. — Ports and places within the streigbts of 
Gibraltar, to Sicily and Mniia, and the west 
coast of Italy, inclusive — January 1, 1808.— 
All other jiorts and places in the Mediterra- 
nean beyond Sicily and jV]**lte— January 20, 

1808. — Ports and places beyond the Darda- 
nelles — Februiiry 1, 1808. — Any part of the 
north and western coast ot Africa, or the islands 
adjacent, except Madeira — January 1 1, 1808, 
— 'fhe United States, and British pos^cBsions in 
North America and the West Indies — January 

I SO, 1808. — Cape of Good Hope, and east 
I coast of South America, March l, 1808.— 

I India — May 1, 1808.— China, and the coast 
of South America — June 1, 1808. — And every 
vessel sailing on or after those day<4, from those 
places respectively, shall be deemed and taken 
to have received notice of the aforesaid order: 
and it is further ordered, that if any vessel shall 
sail within twenty days after the periods alJbve 
assigned respectively, from any of the said 
places in contravention of the said order of th^ 
eleventh of November instant, and shall be de- 
tained as prize ot&' account thereof, or shall ar- 
rive at any port in this kingdom, destined to 
sdme port or place within the restriction of the 
said order, and proof shall he made to the sa- 
tisfaction of the Court of Admiralty in which 
such vessel shall be proceeded against, in case 
the same shall be broughk-in as prize, that th^ 
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loadini; of the sai^ vessel had commenced be* 
fpre the said periods, and before informarion of 
the said order had actually been received at the 
port of shipnfhnt, the void vessel, together with 
the goods so laden, shall be restored to the 
owpfT or owners thereof, arid shall be permitted 
to proceed on her voyage in such manner as 
such vessel had sailed before the day so speci- 
fied as aforesaid : and it is further ordered, that 
■no proof shall bo admitted, or be gone into, for 
the purpose of shewing that in form at ion vf the 
said order of the eltveiitli of November instant 
had noi been received at the said places respeo 
tively, at the several periods before assigned ; 
and the ri^lit honorable the lords commissioners 
of his Majesty’s treasury, his Majesty’s prin- 
cipal secretaries of state, the lords commis- 
sioners of the admiralty, and the judges of the 
high court of admiralty, and courts of \ico 
admiralty, are to take the neccs|ary me’asurcs 
herein as to them shall respectively appertain. 

\V. Fawkcner. 

• « 

No. X . — Al the Court at ihi. Queen's Palace, 
the ^5lh of' November, 1807, present, the 
Kin^'itnost Eicdlent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas his Majesty, by Jiis order in coun- 
cil, dated eleventh of November instant, re- 
specting the trade to he carried on with his Ma- 
jesty’s enemies, was pleased to exempt from 
the restrictions of the said order, all vessels 
which shall have cleared out from any port or 
place in this kingdom, under such regulations 
as his Majesty niay think fit to prescribe, and 
shall be proceeding direct to the ports specified 
ill the respective clearances; his Majesty, 
taking into consideration the expediettcy of 
making such regulations, is pleased, by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and 
it is hereby ordered, that all vessels belonging 
to countries not nt war with his Majesty, slmll 
be permitted to lade, in any port of £he United 
kingdom, any goods being the produce or 
manufacture of his Mi^esty’s dominions, or 
Last India goods, prize goods, (all such 
goods having been lawfully imported) and to 
clear out with, and freely to convey the same 
Co any port or place in any colony in the West 
Indies, or America, belonging to his Majesty’s 
enemies, such port or place not being in a state 
of actual blocKade, subject to the payment of 
such duties as may at tlie lime when any such 
vessels may be cleared out, be due by law on 
the exportation of any such goods, or in re- 
spect of the same being destined to the ports of 
the colonies belonging to his Majesty’s ene- 
mies ; and likewise to lade, clear out with, and 
convey as aforesaid, any articles of foreign pro- 
duce or manufacture which shall^ have been 
lawfully imported into this kingdom, provided 
his Majestya license shall have been previously 
obtained for so conveying such foreign produce 
or manufactures. — And it is further ordered, 
that any vessel, belonging as aforesaid, shall be 
ermitted to lade in any port of the United 
ingdora any goods, not being naval or military 
stores, which shall he of the growth, produce, 


or manufacture of this kingdom, or which shall 
have be^i lawfully imported, (save and except 
foreign sugar, coffee/ wine, brandy, snuff, {(nd 
cotton) and to clear out with, and, freely to con- 
vey the same to any port, to be specified in the 
clearance, not being in a state of actual block- 
ade, although the same shall be under the re- 
strictions of the said order; and likewise to 
ladr, clear out, and convey foreign sugar, coffee, 
wine, Jbrandy, and cotton, which shall 

have been lawfully iifiported, provided his Ma- 
jesty’s license shall have been previously ob- 
tained for the exportation and conveyance 
thereof : And it is hereby further ordereef, that 
no vessel shall be permitted to clear out from 
any port or place in this kingdom to any port 
or place of any country subjected tt; the re- 
strictions of the said order, with any gooijis 
which shall have been laden (after notice of the 
said order) oa board the vessel which shall have 
imported the same info this kingdom, without 
liming first duly entered and landed the same 
in some port or place in this kingdom ; and 
that no vessel shall be permitted to clear out 
from any port or place in this kingdom to any 
port or place whatever, with any goods .the 
produce or manufacture of any country sub- 
jected to the restrictions of the said order, 
whiqh shall hhve been laden after notice ns 
aforesaid on board the vessel importing the 
same, 'without liaving so duly entered andlnnd- 
ed the same; or any goods whatever which 
shall have been laden, afler such notice, in the 
vessel importing the same, in any port or place 
of any country subjected to the restrictions of 
the said order, without having*so duly filtered, 
and landed the same in some port or plac^ in 
this kingdom, except the cargo shall - consist 
wholly of flour, meal, grain, or any article or 
articles the produce of the <5011 of some country 
which is not subjected to the restrictions of the 
said order, except cotton, and which shall have 
been imported in an unmanufactured state di- 
rect from such country into this kingdom, in a 
vessel belonging to the country from which such 
goods have been brought, and in which the 
same were grown and produced; — And it is 
further ordered, that any vessel belonging to 
any country not at war with his Majesty, may 
clear out from Guernsey, Jersey, or Man, to 
any port or place under the restrictions of the 
said order, which shall be specified in the clear- 
ance, not being in a state of actual blockade, 
with such articles only, not being naval or mi- 
litary stores, as shall have been legally import- 
ed into such islands respectively, from any port 
or place in this kingdom direct ; and with re- 
spect to all such articles as may have been im- 
ported into the said islands respectively, from . 
any port or place under the restrictions of the 
said order, it shall not be permitted to any ves- 
sel to clear out with the same from any of the 
said islands, except to some port or place in 
this kingdom: and the right honourable the 
lords commissioners of his Majesty’s treasury, 
bis Majesty’s principal secretaries of state, the 
lords commisiioneri of the adutndty, and the 
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judges of the high court of admiralty and courts 
of vice admiralty, arc to take rlie necessary 
measures herein as to them shall respectively 
appertain. W. Fa^vkbmsx. 

No. XI. — Ai the CotJirt at the Queen's Palace^ 
the Q5th of Norewbetf 1807, present^ the 
King's most Excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas his Majesty, by his order in coun- 
^ cil dated the eleventh of November instant, re- 
specting the trade to be carried on with his 
Majesty’s enemies, was pledged to exempt from 
the restrictions of the said .order all vessels be- 
longing to any country not at war with his Ma- 
' jest}^, together with their cargo, which shall be 
^ coming from any port or place in Europe, which 
is declared in the said order to be subject to 
the restrictions incident to a stare of blockade, 
direct to some port or place in Europe belong- 
ing to his Majesty, and also all vessels which 
\ shall he cleared out from Gibraltar or Malta, 
under such regulations as his Majesty may 
think fit to presci ibe, and j|vhich shall be pro- 
ceeding direct to the ports specified in their re- 
^ spective clearances: — And whereas it is expe- 
, dient to encourage the trade from Gibraltar and 
Malta to countries under the restrictions of the 
said order, subject to regulations to be made in 
respect thereto ; his Majesty is therefore pleas- 
ed to prescribe the following regulfltions in r^ 
gard to such trade, accordingly, and by and with 
the advice of his privy council, to order, and it is 
•liereby ordered, that all sorts of flour and meal, 

* and all sorts of grain, tobacco, and any other 
article in an unmanufactured state, being the 
growth and produce of any country not being 
subjected by the s!lid order to the restrictions 
incident to a state of blockade, except cotton, 
And naval and military stores, which bhail have 
been imported into Gibraltar or Malta direct 
from the country irliero the same were grown 
and produced, shall, without any licence, be 
, uermitied to be cleared out to any port or 
place not being in a state of actual blockade, 
without the same being compelled to be landed : 
but neither the said article of cotton, however 
imported, nor any article which is not the 
growth produce or manufacture of this king- 
dom, or which has not been imported in a 
British ship, or from this kingdom direct, (ex- 
cept fish) '•nd which shall have been laden at 
the port of original shipment after the period 
dtMcted by an order of this date, to be taken 
as the time at which notice of the said older 
of the Seventh of November shall be consi- 
dered as having been received at sudh port of 
shipment, shaif be permitted to be exported 
' frofh Gibraltar or Malta, except to some port 
or place in this kingdom; and all other articles 
the growth, pr^uce, and manufacture of 
this kin|dom, or which shall have been im- 
ported into Gibraltar or Malta in a British 
ship, or from some port or place in this king- 
dom, together with the'articlc of fish, however 
import^, m^ be exported to any ports or 
jplacef in the Moditcrraneati orFortugai, under 
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such licence only as is hereinafter directed to 
he granted by the governor of Gibraltar and 
Malta respectively : ~ And it is hereby fui^* 
tlier ordered, that licences be minted by 
the governors, Jieulcnant •governors, or other 
persons having the chief civil command ac 
Gibraltar or at Malta, respectively, but in ftii* 
name, to such person or persons ns 
the said governors, Jicuten.int governors, or 
persons having the chief civil commancf, shall 
think fit, allowing such person or persons to 
export from Gibraltar direct, Co any port in 
the Mediterranean, or to any port of ForiugaJ, 
or to any pprt of Spain without the Mediterra- 
nean, not further north than Cape Finistcrre, 
and from Malta direct to any port, being within 
the Mediterranean, with any articles of the 
produce or manufacture of his Majesty’s domi- * 
nions, and any articles which shall have been 
imported into Gibraltar or Malta from this’ 
kingdom* to whomsoever such ai tides shall 
appear to belong (not being naval or military 
stores) in any ves'd belonging to gny (^omUry 
not at tvar with his Majesty, or in any vessel 
not exceeding one bundled tons burthen, and 
being unarmed, belonging to the couniry to 
which such vessel Fhnll be cleared out and going, 
and also to import m any Fuch vessel or vessels 
as aforesaid, from any port within Che Mediter- 
ranean, to CJibraltfip or Malta ; or from any 
port in rortugnl or Spain ns aforesaid, to Gib- 
raltar, such port and ^'nch destination respec- 
tively to be specified in sucli licence, any arti- 
cles of merchandize whatsoever, and to whoni- 
soci’cr the same may appear to belong; such 
articles to be specified in the bill of biding oi 
such vessel, subject however to suoli further 
regulatior« and restrictions, with respect to all 
or any of the said artides so to be imported, 
or exported, as may be inserted in the sruri 
licenced by the governors, lieutenant govt?rnops, 
or other persons Imving the chief civil com- 
mand at Gibraltar or Malta, for the time beinfij, 
respectively, as to them shall, from time to 
lime, seem fit and expedient: — And it is fur- 
ther ordered, that in every such licence shall 
be inserted Che names and residence of the 
person or persons to whom it shall be granted, 
the articles and their quantities permitted to 
be exported, the name and description of tin-* 
vessel, and of the master thereof, the port t(» 
which the vessel shall be allowed to go, which 
shall be some port not -under actual blockade; 
and that no licence so to he granted shall con- 
tinue ill force for longer than two month.** from 
its date, nor more than one voyage ; nor any 
such licence be granted, or acknowledged to* 
valid, if granted to permit the clearance of 
any vessel to any port which shall be actually 
blockaded by any naval force of his Majesty 
or of his allies: — And it is further ordered, that 
the commanders of his Majesty’s ships of war 
and privateers, and all others whom it may 
concern, shall suffer every such vessel, sailing 
conformably to the permission given by this 
order, or having any licenoe a? afoiesaid, to 
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pass and repass direct between Gibraltar, or 
Malta, and suchjiort as sball be specified in 
she licence, in such manner, and under such 
terms, regulations, and restrictions, as shall be 
expressed iM^rein : — t^nd it is ftirther ordered, 
that in case an^r vessel, so sniliug ns aforesaid, 
%^hich any such licence as aforesaid shall 
have been granted, and which shall be procee^- 
in$t direct upon her said voyage, shall be de* 
tained and brought in for legul adjudication, 
such vessel with her cargo, shall be forthwith 
released by die court of admiralty or vjee ad- 
miralty, in which proceedings shall be com- 
menced, upon proof being made diat the parties 
had duly conformed to the terms, regulations, 
and restrictions of the said licence; the proof 
of such conformity to lie upon the person or 
persons claiming the benefit of this order, or 
obtaining or usii^ such licence, or claiming the 
benefit thereof:-— And it is hereby further or- 
dered, that no vessel belonging to any %tate on 
the coast of Barbary shall be prevented from 
sailing, with any articles of the growth or pro- 
duce oft sued state, from any port or place 
in such state, to any port or place in the 
Mediterranean or Portugal, such port or place 
not being actually blockaded by some naval 
force belonging to his Majesty, or his allies, 
without being obliged to touch at Gibraltar or 
Malta t—And the right honourable the lords 
commissioners of his Majesty's treasury, his 
Majesty's principal secretaries of state, the 
lords commissioners of the admiralty, and the 
judges of the high court of admiralty and courts 
of vice admiralty, are to take the necessary 
measures herein, ns to them shall respectively 
appertain.^ W. Faw^ener. 

No. XIL— the Court at the Queeit^s Palace 
the 25fA of November, 1807, present, the 
King'* most excellent Majesty in Council. 

Whereas his Majesty, by his order in coun- 
cil/of the lllh of November instant, was 
pleased to order and declare, that all trade 
}n articles which are of the produce or ma- 
nufacture of the countries and colonies men- 
tioned in the said order, shall be deemed 
and considered to be unlawful (except as is 
therein excited); his Majesty by and with 
the advice of bit privy council, is pleased to 
order and declare, and it is hereby ordered and 
declared, that nothing in the said order con- 
tained shall extend to subject to capture and 
confiscation any articles of the produce and 
manufacture of the said countries and colonies 
laden onboard British ships, which would not 
havebeen subject to capture and conhscation 
if such order had not been made ; and the right 
^nourable the lords commissioners of his Ma- 
jesty's treasury, his Majesty's principal secre- 
taries of state, the lords commissioners of the 
admiralty, and courts of vice admiralty, and 
the judges of the high court of admiralty are 
to take the necessary measures herein «a 5 to 
them shall respectively appertain. 

W, FAWgBWEJt, 


No. XIII.— At the Court at the Queen^s Palate, 
the fl&th of November, 1807.y present, the 
Kinjf'* most excellent Majesty in CounciL 

His Majesty, taking into consideration the 
circumstances under which Prussia and Lubeck 
have been compelled to shut their ports agamiit 
British ships and goods, is pleased, by and with 
the advice of his Privy Council, to order, and ' 
it is hereby ordered, that all ships and goods 
belonging to Prussia which may have been 
seized subsequeniTto his Majesty’s order of the 
nineteenth of November, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, and arc now detained in the ^ 
ports of this kingdom, or elsewhere, and all ships 
and goods belonging to inhabitants of Lubeck 
which arc so detained, shall be restored upon 
being pronounced by the high court of ad- 
miralty, or any court of vice admiralty, in 
which they have been or may be proceeded 
against, to belong to subjects and inhabitants 
of Prussia or Lubeck, and not ulherwise liable 
to coniibcntion ; and that such ships and goods 
shall be permitted ^o proceed to any. neutral 
port, or to I he port to wliich they respectively 
belong : and it is further ordered, that the ships 
and goods belonging to Prussia or Lubeck shall 
not, until further orders, be liable to detention, 
provided such ships and goods shall be trading 
to or from afiy port of this kingdom, or between 
neutral port and neutral ‘port, or from any 
port of his Majesty's allies, and proceeding 
direct to the port specified in their res- 
pective clearances. — And the right honoqrable 
tlie lords commissioners of his Majesty's 
treasury, his Majesty’s principal secretaries 
of state, tlie lords conunibsioners of the admi- 
ralty, and the judges of the high court of ad- 
miralty and courts of vice admiralty, arc to 
take the necessary measures herein, as to them 
shall respectively appertain. — W. FAwkener. 

No, XIV.— Af the Court at the Queen's 
Palace, the 25th of November, 1807, pre- ' 
sent the King's most excellent Majesty in 
Council. 

His Majesty tpkiiig into consKleration the 
circunibiances under which Purtug.d has been 
compelled to shut her ports against the ships 
and goods of his Majesty's subjects, is pleased 
by and with the advice of Ins privy council, to^ 
order, and it is hereby ordered^: that ulL ships 
and goods belonging to Portugal which have 
been, and are now detained in the ports of this 
kingdom, or else were, shall be restored, upon 
being prcnouiiced by the high court of admi- 
ralty, or by the court of vice admiralty, in 
which proceedings may have been or bhaill be 
commenccrl to belong to subjects and inha- 
bitants of Portugal, and not otherwise 
to confiscation ; and that the said ships anti 
goods shall be permitted to proceed to any 
neutral port, or to Portugal : And it is further 
ordered, that the ships and goods belonging 
to Portugal shall nut, until iuuher ordera, be 
liable to deteation ; providcd| such ships and 
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goods shall be trading to or from any port of 
this kingdom, or to and from Gibraltar or 
Malta, and proceeding direct to the port spe- 
cified in their clearance, or between neutral 
port and neutral port, nr between Portugal nnd 
the ports of her own colonies, or from any port 
of hi 3 Majesty’s allies, and proceeding direct 
to the ports specified in their respective clear- 
ances ; provided, such ports shall not be at 
the time in a state of actual blockade: And it 
is further ordered, that tlte ships of Portugal 
shall not be considered as entitled, under any 
treaty between his Majesty and Portugal, to 
protect any goods laden therein which may be 
otherwise subject to confiscation. — And the 
right honourable the lords commissioners of 
bis Majesty’s treasury, his Majesty’s principal 
secretaries of state, the lords commissioners of 
the admiralty, nnd the judges of the high court 
of admiralty and courts of vice admiralty, arc 
to take the necessary measures herein as to 
them shall respectively appertain. 

W. Fawkener. 

• 

No. XV. — Imperial Decree. — Rejoinder to 
Ais Britannic Majestj^’s Order in Council of 
the Wth ^ovaiiher^ 180r. At o-ur Royal 
Palace at Milan, December 17, 1807. 

Napoleon, emperor of the Frencli, king of 
Italy, and protector of the Rhenfsli Confedera- 
tion, — Observing the measures adopted by the 
British government, on the 11th November 
last, by which vessels belonging to neutral, 
friendly, or even powers the allies of England, 
arc made liable, not only to be searched by 
Englisli cruizers, but to be compulsorily de< 
tnined in England, and to have a tax laid nn 
them of so much per cent, on the cargo, to be 
regulated by the British legislature : — Observ- 
ing that bv these acts, the British government 
denationalizes ships of every nation in Europe, 
that It is not competent for any government to 
detract from its own independence and rights, 
all the sovereigns of Europe having in trust the 
sovereignties and independence of the flag ; 
that if by an unpardonable weakness, and 
which in the eyes of posterity would be an in- 
delible stain, if such a tyranny was allowed to 
be established into principles, and consecrated 
by usage, the English would avail themselves of 
it to assert it as a right, as they have availed 
themselves of the tolerance of government to 
establish the infamous principle, that the Hag of 
a nation dees not cover goods, and to have to 
their right of blockade an arbitrary extension, 
and which infringes on the sovereignty of every 
state ; we have decided and do decree as fol- 
lows*. — Art. 1. Every ship, to whatever nation 
it may belong, that shall have submitted to be 
searched by an English ship, or to a voyage to 
' England, or shall have paid any tax whatsoever 
to the English government, is thereby and for 
that alone, declared to be denationalized, to 
have forfeited the protection of its King, and to 
have become English property. — Art. II. Whe- 
ther the ships thus denationalized by the arbi- 
S Krary meaiurei of the English governaent; cater 


into our ports, or those of oup allies, or whether ' 
tliey fall into the hands of ships of war, or 
of our privateers, they are declared to be goad 
and lawful prize.— An. III. The British islands 
are declared to be in a jtatc of blockade, both 
by land and sea. Every ship of whatever na- 
tion, or wlialsoever the nature of its cargu^so 
^may be, that sails from the ports of England, or 
those of the Englisli colonies, and of the coun- 
tries occupied by English troops, and proceed- 
ing to England, or to the English colonies, or to 
crjuii|ries occupied by English troops, is good 
and lawful prize, as contrary to the present de- 
cree, and may be captured by our ships of war, 
or onr privateers, and adjudged to the captor,— 
Art. l\r. These measures, which arc resorted to 
only in just retaliation of the barbarous system 
adopted by Engl.incl, which assimilates its legis- 
lation to that of Algiers, shall cease to have any 
effect with respect to all nations who shall have 
the fiAnness to compel the English government 
to respect their flag. They shall continue to be 
rigorously in force sis long as that government 
does not return to the principlt^ of tlic law of 
nations, which regulates the relations of civil- 
ized states in a state of war. Tlie provisions 
of the present decree shall be abrogated and 
null, in fact, as soon as the English abide again 
by the principles of the law of nations, which 
are also the principles of justice and of honour. 
— ^All our ministers are charged with the execu- 
tion of the present decree, which shall be in- 
setted in the bulletin of the laws. Napoleoit. 

II. B. Maret. 

Secretary of State, 

No. XVI . — Copy of a heller from Mr, 
Pinkney, American Knvoy in 4ini;land, to 
id.* Wellesley, English Secretary of State 
for Foreign AJj'airs, 25 Aug. 1810.* 

I have the honour to state to your Lordship 
that 1 have received from Gen. Arrnstrongi 
Minister Pfenipotentiary of the United States 
at Paris, a letter bearing date the 6ch inst. in 
which he mfoniis me that the Government ^ of 
France has revoked the Decrees of Berlin and 
Milan, and that he has received a written and 
official notice of that fact in the following 
words: — “ Je suis autorist a vous declarer, man- 
sieur, que les Decrcts de Berlin et de Milan 
“ stmt revoques, ct qu'a dater du \er Novembre 
“ il$ cesseront (faxioir leur effet ** — I take for 
granted that the revocation of the British Or- 
ders in Council of January and November 180T, 
and April 1809, and all other orders dependant 
upon, analogous to, or in execution of them, 
will follow of course ; and I shall hope to 
enabled by your lordship with as little delay as 
possible, to announce to my government that 
stlch revocation has taken place. 

No. XVII . — Answer of Ld, Wellesley to tht 
abone^ 

I* have the honour to acknowledge the re- 

♦ Taken from the American National In- 
telligencer, 30 Oct. 1810. 
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' ceipt of your letter under date the 25tli inst. 
On die SSd of February 1808, his Majesty’s 
Minister in America’ declared to the Govern- 
ment of the United States, “ His Majesty’s 
** earnest deshe to ' 8e% the commerce of the 
** world restored to that freedom which is ne- 
** ^Sfury for its prosperity, and his readiness to 
“ abandon the system which had been forced^ 
upon him^ whenever the enemy should re- 
tract the principles which had rendered 
« necessary. am commanded by his Ma- 
jesty to repeat that declaration, and to^ as- 
sure you that whenever the repeal of the French 
Ueciees shall have actually taken e/Fect, and 
the commerce of neutral nations shall have 
been restoied to the condition in which it 
stood previoiidv to the promulgation of those 
Decrees, his Majesty will feel the highest satis- 
faction ill relinquishing a system, which the 
conduct of the enemy compelled him to adopt. 

No. XVIII. — Froclamation if the President t 
and Circular of the Secretary (f the Trea- 
sury.~<'-Da\ed 2nd November, 1810. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by the fourth section of the act of 
Congress, passed on the first day of May, 1810, 
entitled ** An act concerning the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France and their depen- 
dencies, and for other purposes,” it is pro- 
vided, ** that in case either Great Britain or 
France shall, before the third of March next, 
so revoke or modify her edicts as that they 
shall cease to violate the neutral commerce of 
the United Slates, which fact the President 
of the Uuited States shall declare by procla- 
mation, and if the other nation shall noi'withiii 
three months thereafter so revoke or modify 
her edicts in like manner, then the third, 
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, 
tenth, and eighteenth sections of the act enti- 
tled ** An act Co interdict the commercial 
intercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France nnd their depen- 
dencies, and for other purposes,” shall, irom 
and after the expiration of three months from 
the date of the proclamation aforesaid, be re- 
vived and have tiill force and effect, so far aS 
relates to the dominions, colonies, and depen- 
dencies, and to the articles the ^rbwth, pro- 
duce, or manufacture of the dominions, colo- 
nies, «ed dependencies of the nation thuf re- 
fusing or neglecting to revoke or modify her 
edicts in the manner aforesaid. And the re- 
itrictioiis imposed by this act shall, from the 
da^e of such proclamation, cease and be dis- 
continued in relation to the nation revoking ‘ 
or modifying her decrees in the manner afore- 
said.^^^-’-^And whereas it has been officially 
made known to this government that the edicts 


of France violating the' neutral commerce of 
the United Statc» have been so revoked as to. 
cease to have effect on the first of the present 
month. — ^Now, therefore, 1, James Madison, 
President of the United States, do hereby pro- 
claim, that the said edicts of France have been 
so revoked as that they ceased on the said first 
day of the present month to violate the neu- 
tral commerce of the United States; and that, 
from the date of these presents, all the re- 
strictions imposed Jbiy the aforesaid act shall 
cease and he discontinued in relation to France 
and her dependencies. In testimony where- 

of, I have caused the Seal of the United Slates 
to be hereunto affixed, and signed the same 
with my hand at the city of Washington, this 
second day of November, in the year of our 
Lord 1810, and of the independence of the 
United States the thirt 3 '-firrh. 

James Madison. 

ClaCL'LAU. 

To the Collectors of the Customs, 

Sir, — You will lier^with receive a copy of 
the Proclamation of the President of the 
United States, announcing the revocation of 
the edicts of France ivhich violated the neutral 
commerce of the United States, nnd that the re- 
strictions, imposed hy tlie Act of May 1st last, 
accordingly cease from this day in relation to 
France. French armed vessels may, therefore, 
be admitted into the harbours and waters of 
the United States, any thing in that law to the 
contrary notwithstanding. — It niso follows, that 
if Great Britain shall not, on the 2Dd day of 
February next, iiave revoked or modified in 
like manner her edicts violating the neutral 
commerce of the United States, the 3d, 4 th, 
5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, lOtb, and 18th sections 
of the ** Act to interdict the commercial in- 
tercourse between the United States and 
Great Britain and France and their depen- 
dencies, and for other purposes,” shall, in con- 
formity with the act first above mentioned, be 
revived and have full force and fdoct, so far as 
relates u* Great Britain and her dependencies, 
from and after the said 2nd day ot February 
next. Unless, therefbre, you shall before that 
day be officially notified by this department of 
such revocation or modification, you will, from 
and after the said day, carry into effect the above 
mentioned sections, which prohibit both the 
entrance of British vessels of every description 
into the harbours and waters of the United 
States, and the importation into the United 
States of any articles the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the dominions, colonies, and 
dependeacies'^of Great Britain, and of any ar- 
ticles whatever brought from the said domi- 
aions, colonies, and dependencies. — I am, re- 
spectfully, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Albert Gallatin. 
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PAPKU AUAJNST GQLD: 
an examination 

OK. lUE 

R^porf, of ike liullion Commithc : 
IS A si\;ir.s OF Lr.riutis 

■l«) 'Ml'. 

ri7 VnE.NMl- \ AM> T’APAIKRS 
IN AM) Kl’VR SALISDGRV. 

Lj rriR XMl. 


To .clisi ovrr Olt‘l pOMil out ;i Kl MKDY 
i\cir the ubjei-ts of tin- lU'LLlOX V'OjVl- 

JVIJTIT.E, iA' wlsom 1 must s|M”ik h<*rc a 
luile iiiore fully thiiii J liitlicito ht»’t> Hone. 
‘J'his coiisiislin*^ ot tho mem- 

ber., V. lin'.c jtamCrt you will iimi l)(!lo\y 
a.'* i ill Letter 1, appoinlefl by 

tiK’ Dou^e of ComRioiis, tlnriiit^ the last 
ot pariiAinenr, •' to iiMniiie uil** the 
“ c.v’Ko of I be Invh pncrj of GiUd huUion, 
** aoil to take into coiisulei alioii the &tatt 
“ <:i' the vhxHlnihiy, mt'diiim, iviid to 

rfj|iort tiv' r.ajiie to ilie House.'’ 

<1I<I so; mul tb( ir IL'j'oit wns, by the 
of Couimons, or'Iered to be printed 
oil tin: ^ili of June last. 


Appoiiitw 'nt (if th UnUion Commitlee — 
Niimi'S cf the Mem hers — '^uantittf qf Bank- 
notes, iompared with the quantity of real 
momy^AfUoujit of Bank of Bn^land notes in 
17<J7, and at this time — Number qf Country 
Banks — Probable amount of ihtir notes — 
Amount of real money in the Bank of England 
— Probable amount of real money, in the 
hands oj the Country Banka's, 

Gentlemen, 

We have now arrived at a point whence 
wc can see to the end of our discussion. 
We have seen how >the Bank and the 
Stocks and the Bank Notes arose ; we have 
seen that they all grew up with the Na- 
tional Debt and the Taxes i we have seen, 
that, at last, the BankNote.s became so large 
in amount that they could no longer be 
paid in money at the Bank Shop in Thread- 
needle Street : wc have seen the means 
that have, in the several staj^cs, been re- 
sorted to, in order to protect the Bank 
Company against the demands of its cfv^ 
ditors, the holders of its notes ; and we 
have had a pretty fair view of the con- 
duct of all the parties concprned in these 
transactions. With the EVIL and with 
the causes of the Evil we are now well 
acquainted : it only remains for us to ob- 
tain as good information with respect to a 
REMEDY. 


This Report, after showing that the 
Bank Notes have depreciated ; after giving 
very clear proofs of this fact, and also of 
the fact tliiit the depreciation must con- 
tinuj^ to incrtascy unless put® a stop to by 
some means or other ; ali.T this, the Itr- 
port recommends, as a remedy, that the 
Bank Company shall be, by law, rornpelled 
to pay tiieir notes in cash, as formerly, in 
two years from this time; and, therctore, 
the only great object which remains for 
our consideration, is, whether this pro- 
posed remedy be practicable, or, whether 
it be one that cannot be put in practice. 

In order to arrive at a correct conclu- 
sion as to thi.s great question, upon which, 
as you must already have perceived, lha 
very existence,* not only of the paprr- 
moiioy system, but also of the Slocks or 


* Mr. Horner 
Mr. Henry Thornton 
Mr. Sharp 
Ml* Huskisson 
■VTr. Tierney 
Mr. Greiifell 
Mr. Parnell 
TVIr, firauti 

Mr. Ororge Johnstone 
.Mr. Ditkcii'iou 
Mr, Mp.gcn3 

2Q. 


Mr. Davies Giddy 
Mr. Abercromblh 
Mr. Baring 
Mr. Fostrr 
Mr. Sheridan 
Lord Temple 
Mr. Pcrn'ral 
Mr. Long 
jVIr. Ihonipoon 
Mr. Maniurjg, 



121 9] POUTICAL REG1STER.-P^z;)<?r against Gold, [ 1220 


Pounds, cnh‘r<^ly depends, we must, 1st, take 
a view of ihe quar\fuy of paper-money nozo 
tifloiit, compared with the quantity of real 
money and bullion in the hands of the 
Bank Company and i^ those of the Coun- 
try Bankers; 2nd, wc must inquire into 
the fttfe of the depreciation of ihcpapa-moncy ; 
3rd, we must inquire into the means which 
the Bank Company zeould hate .of obtaining 
rculiHowy, wherewith to redeem, or pay 
oif, llitir noJes, or any considerable jAirt 
of then), Hiul, if we shall find, that for 
ilicui to do this would he impossible, our 
conclusion must be, that the Bank Com- 
pany cannot return to their payments in 
i;oId and silver. 

Tile discussion of these matters I shall 
divide into three Letters, in'tl^is first of 
w Inch I shall take a view" of the quantity of 
;\7/)cT money noz^f afloat, compared with the 
quantity of real money in the hands of the 
Bank Company and in those of the' Country 
Bankers, 

The amount of Bank of England notes in 
e-rculiition before the Stoppage of pay- 
iju nis in Gold and Silver, in the year 
r/ :)7, was, as the Committee state, be- 
tween 1 0 and 1 1 millions of pounds. But, 
as it was natural to expect, when the Bank 
Company was protected by Act of Par- 
liament 'dgainst the demands of their cre- 
ditors, they immediately began to increase 
the quantity of their notes; and, let me 
ask, what lover of gain would not do the 
same ? Where shall we find a private 
person of that description, who would not 
increase the issues of his promissory notes 
as long as any one w’ould take them, if 
there were an Act of parliament to pro- 
tect him a,;ainst the demands of the 
holders of those promissory notes ? 

That the consequence, which was na- 
turally to be expected, did take place was 
very w’ell known, and had been clearly 
^bowrt in the Register, and much com- 
mente,d upon therein, long before, several 
years before, the Bullion (’omniittee exist- 
ed, BiC readers of the Register need not 
)>t‘ tmd. But, the Bullion Committee have 
xerified the facl.> and opinions given, in this 
respect, in the Register; they have pub- 
li'^lied to the worhl, through the channel 
*if rhe House of' Commons, that, what had 
hfeu liciore published in the Register, re- 
nting 10 this matter, was sound and true, 

’.fhey state, with regard to the amount 


of the Bank of England notes, that, pre- 
vious to the Stoppage of cash payments, 
in 1797, Stfid the consequent Act of pro- 
tection to the Bank, the amount of tlicso 
notes " was between TEN and ELEVEN 
“ millions, hardly ever falling below NINE, 
‘•and not often exceeding ELEVEN 
*and that, in May, J810, the amount was 
upw^ards of 'lAVENTY ONE millions. 

• * • t 

Ociitlemcii, you v*ho have so recently 
felt the effects of a paper-money, not 
convertible into gold and silver, look at 
this. You see, that the amount of the 
Bank ofEIngland notes has been doubled 
in the course of 13 years, even according, 
to the account given fiii by the Bank Com-^^ 
pany themselves, it is not n)y intcnVoii 
to insinuate, that this account is not a true 
one ; but, it is right that w^e should know, 
that ibis statement lifts been made by the 
Bullion Committee from an account made 
out and presenied to the Committee by 
the Bank Company themselves ; and that, 
therefore, we may rest perfectly satisfied, 
that the amount of the inrrr'»p,e in their 
notes Jias not been stated too high. 

But, as yet, we have seen only one 
limb, and, perhaps, the least fruitful of 
this paper-money tree. The other, the 
Country Banks, has been, according to all 
appearance, much more prolific. It ap- 
pears from the Report, that, before the? 
Stoppage, or Restriction law was passed, 
there were TWO HUNDRED AND 
THIRTY Country Banks, and that, in 
April last, they had increased to SEVEN 
HUNDRED AND TWENTY ONE; 
which is an increase more than threefold 
as to the number of Banks, and, if we 
allow, as it is reasonable to do, that the 
notes of the old banks also increased in 
quantity, the addition in the whole 
amount must have been prodigious. No 
wonder that gold, and crown pieces, disap- 
peared ; for how were they to be expected 
to remain in circulation along with such 
masses of paper ? 

•* 

As to the amount of the Country Notes at 
either of the periods before- mentioned, 
or, at any period at all, the Bullion Com- 
mittee say, that they are unable to ascer^ 
tain it with any degree of precision ; but, 
from certain returns obtained by them 
from the stamp office, they show, that, 
after making all allow^ances, and taking 
the matter in the most favourable point 
of view, there was, during the year 1 809, 
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in the 5 and \0 pound notes alone, an IN- putation. 1 am, for my own part, fullv 
CRJ^ASE to , the amount of more than persuaded that it is fail* ami, that the it*- 
TilllEE MILLIONS; and, from the suit of it is not very fai from the trutiii 
other rotes which appear to have been But, in order to lea4*e iu> for cavil, 

stamped in that year, there Cv^inld not be let us sup[KS'; the amoaat ol the Cuimny 
an increase of less than TWO i\IlI.LlO?^S n^fes to be only one hall’ v. h,n it ij^iiore 
iiiorc in the Counti y notes fjr other sums.* coinpiiUd at. I'\rn in that ea'-e t'.rrc 
In that same year there was an incri’iu.t* < f must be notv in ciri ulation paper jv.oan .. i 
aMILLION AAl) A JiALI’ in the anmant to the aniounl of Jt; noHio is of pounds and 
of the Dank of En^d.md riotcj? so that, in upwards, 
the year |S0’,>, the total amount of the 

increase of t>ic Note's of all ^oris could not This, then, is the sum a't.'inst W’hith we 
be less than stx^ millions and a lia{f. And have fo set ilic coin and bnlln.u, the tifoM 
yet “lliewio.fi ihinUn^ people** seem to and silver //t the hands of the London Lank 
be quite astonished, that thc}” no longer Conijmvy, and in tho^'C of the Coiintry 
see any guineas ; lh.at guineas are bought Lunkei's. \Vhat is the exact auituinl of 
up and sriu abroad ; and tliat peojde in this no one can tell, hut every one must 
trade purcha c, al a premium, w itli Dank siqipose, iluU ci'juparaiively, it is ver^ 
Notes, the ihine.s calAed shillings and six- snudl indent; for, if this had not heen the 

case with regard to the Dank Company, 
even iu 17Q7, why Jid lliA^ no*, state the 
amount ov their real money r Why were 
they so shy upon tie.vt seoio^ Aiiul, in- 
thoujdi it lia.s not been asceitaincd by the deed, if their stock of real uioiiey had not 
Bullion Committee, and though they were been ten/ low indadf why <Iid ihey apply 
unable to ascertain it, 'maydje computed to the Minister to know when he would 
with a tolerable degree oft. accuracy,* sec-* interfere? If they could, have stood a nni 
ing that they have ascertained and Stated, of a week, they would have needed no 
that there was, in the 5 ami 10 pound Act of Parliament to protect them against 
notes alone, an increase to tiie amount of the demands of tlie note holders. But 
three millions of pounds in the year I SOD, this they could not stand ; and there needs 
and m the wWile of the Bank of England no other proof of the .smallness of Mie 
notes to the amount of amillion and a half; quantity of their cash. • 
for, unless any one can see, which I can- * 

not, any re.ison fora greater proportionate In Letter XV, page 837, we have seen, 
increase in the Country Dank paper than th*dt the whole amount of their Cash and 
in the London Bank paper, the question is Bullion ^and Hills discounted was only 
nothing more than a very plain one in the LlTfhDSO pounds,on thc2.Hh of February, 
Rule of Tliiee (if one ought, iu such a 1707. As was there asked, who is to say 
ca.se, to be permitted to u.se the Golden how much of this cohsi'sled oi Bills dU-^ 
Rule), and which qvyestiori would thus counted? If more than one //aj/* had con- 
present Itself: if 1,500,000, of increase sisted of cash and bullion they would not 
require a total amount of issues of have been jumbled together with Bi//.? d/4- 
21, 24-9,D80, what total aajount of issues comted. Indeed, the cash, at that time, 
will be required by an increase of in possession of the Bank Conqiany, wa.s 
3,095,340" The Answer will be 1-3,000,000 computed at 1,272,000 pounds, and, in a 
and upwards. And, if vve make our coin- speech of Mr. Tjernhy, quoted m Letter 
putation upon the increase of 5,000,000, XX, page 1161, it is slated at 1,000,000 
we shall find the wiiolc amount of Country of pounds. There is no certainty in this. 
Bank no^es, in* 1 800, to have been to be sure ; but, Ceiitlemen, we arc quite 
70,000,000 and upwards, which, then ^ certain of one thing, and that is, that when 
being 721 Country Banks, is less than* men, whether single, or in companies, 

100.000 for each ; and, it is well known, have plenty of pecuniary means, they 

that many of them have half u million of never arc very anxious to disguise the fact, 
notes out. Your great Bank, at Salisbury, . 

had, 1' believe, notes out to the amount of Is probable then, that the quantity of 

600.000 pounds. cash in the hands of tlie London Bank Com- 

‘ . * pany has fwerrased since 1797 Is it likely 

Now, 1 am not aware of any thing that ihat, it they had but nbout a million before 
can be said against this mode of com- they were protected agam-jt the demands ut 

2 Q 2 


pences, from the keepers of the Turnpike 
Gates. 

'fhe amount . of* the Country notes. 
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the note-holders, tliey have increased the ' 
€]uantity since ? Will the mosi thinking** 
people bclievo this? If they will there is 
certainly no doubt butA.hey are prepared for 
the verification of the old proverb about 
beliWmg that the " moon is made of green 
** cheese/' 

And, as fo the Country IViiilvs, to sup- 
po 7 clh.it ihey rojitain any tlnng woiVliy 
ofnolnc, in gold or Imll.on, would he t<»o 
ai»>tud to bo troAted ^eriori.dy. The. 
rnkniy adventuro, wliich lri.sh».rn ?4seiibod 
to a \Viilshirov,a,i, wn llnis applied by 
I)ka\ Swirr a; th:* nuv.novablo time of 
the South-Sea Ihddilo, v. lo/i many 
thou-.ands and len,^ of ihon .and j of l.iinilie.i 
were ruin'nl h' iobbc.rs .AiI 1 ^d*. uh i*; iti 
h’uiuh and r 

One lii* t.t u to-*’ uA ' 

'I'hii'i tivHU -.i, L.Vj.,. u ,\j \j: do’.sjj, 
riit* (>‘'1(1. I f >v I < 0 * 4 , 

.\iul v.-'i . (' t; >’ . fv r i* ..H. 

Thv point IK’ <• )'t^ I n j 1 «' 


thrown aside, and they say, in plain terms, 
that not Jto pay in cash is a very good 
permanent system. 

With such a mass of paper and so little 
coin and bullion, it was not to be expected, 
*ihat tbe papor would not. dcpyccintf or tall 
in value : but, as I v i^b to inakt ties de- 
prociat'on tliesubp ct ol a srparali I fl'er, 

I shall here coiirlude*l)y snbsciuhing myself 
Your laithfol friend, 

\Vm. Colbktt. 

Stfiie Prison, NciV'^fde, JMomlny, 

IJeccmhu' 17, IS 10. 

i SUxALAlARY ('F POITJ'ICS. 

1 “ Lord \Vt'!iin_;ti-n tins bc‘«^ii board, in 0 ‘>U' 

i “ wiUi lns*(ithef !•■>, to laufrf- nt 

[ “ ^fSM ( u- jMtii)'/, s> r'.iijpit'ljdv iisU) til' 

] * lai.v.’’ — CiauiOK, 1 'th !sov. 1' it>. 

PoKTi^VM.. 'livL \V\r. Followin;^ 

' this Suor.iiai v li.e nad^v will fm; t!is- 

p.'iti i»e> fioi.i tin* 1 /o‘d M.n^'ivl Vpi-cuint 

j d'al.ivcrn and JLnon 1)11"? u. ipvinor 
• t ;t of ecrluln i*.injnri‘f rh.ifs, v b.o-h liave 


111 ' van, 111 - lo'iipM .u'.o » il / wl, 

TIk i\‘ ■‘piu’.rlM .../lil ii , ii> 1 • e«»i oia, 

All ^■ov r’d u'- r -luue lod nind. 

Put, fJcntleinen, fooliali as our poor 
country man w as, in this case, he was not 
hall so \vt>rt?iv of ridleule as we should be, 
if wo, With all the itiforiiiatioii ue now 
possess, or have, at least, bad tbe nirans 
of possessjiig, wxrc still to believe, that 
Country Bankers have, or ever will have, 
or can have, gold or sdver sufticient to pay 
off a tliousandth part of the notes tha^ they 
have issued. 

After taking this view of the matter; 
after comparing the amount of the Bank 
notes with thi amount of the Cash and 
Bullion, in the hands of those by whom 
the notes have been issued, ought we to 
wonder, that those pevions and all their 
friends deprecate the notion of paying 
again in cash ? You have seen, Centlc- 
uaen, m tbe course of these Letters, that 
the* Bank Company have been repre- 
sented, upon several occasions, as being 
perfectly ready to pay again in cash, and 
that they have, upon all occasions, been 
represented as able to pay again in cash. 
You have, all along, heard the Stoppage 
spoken of as a temporary measure ; as a 
measure to last only for a time ; the pre- 
tences were lame, to be sure, but still 
there werfe pretences. Now, all this is 


; jo.unl, nr are joining wi‘.o, in 

\ add 11 dm lo his title of Prince of Kssling, 

{ is wc Arc told, by the niinisteria! luws- 
' paper-, iiii old Serjeant, uitd, of cnurjc, 

! was once a Corporal, a person of “ course*' 
mannei s ns must be oxpccttd from his hav - 

iiig had no education. Wo must bear 

these I ircurnstanccs in mind, rcuder, be- 
cause they will serve to explain many 
thmg'sthat havc happened, and that may yet 

happen In the iiu anwhilc, let us look 

at the intelligence, contained in these oilicial 
papers-— — M r. Silvf.ira did, it seems, 
fall in with some of the French reinforce- 
ments upon their route, and liarrassed them 
a great deal ; nay, it weald appear, that 
he bedl them ; but, they, nevertlieles?, 
kept on their luny ; anl, it seems, have 

since joined Serjeant Massena. Our 

Lord Marshal writes to Mr. Forjaz (for 
the information of Ilis Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent), that the Serjeant has not 
shewn much disposition to go away any 
further; and tiiat he, the Lord Marshal, 
** rmy possibly be induced to return to his 
** position:** but that he has no apptehension 
qf any danger from an attack being made upon 
him there. And, the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, in a Proclamation, issued in con- 
sequence of the intelligence from Lord 
Talavera, orders all corn, cattle, See. to be 
removed from the ground which the Ser- 
jeant's army before occupied, lest the Ser- 
jeant and his army should return to 
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What! are there then, caitle and other 
means of subsistence yet to be found upon 
that same ground, where the Serjeant’s 
army were so long stai'ving and siciving 
(hum their horses to make soup of. These 
Serjeants are an odd sort of fellows. They 
do nothing in a genteel or regular way. 
That is not much wonder, being persons 
oi' coarse maimers and gf ** no eduf^ation/* 
understanding not a word of either L(Uin 
or Greek, being, when at a loss for fact or 
argument or ’.voro's, (juite iioablc to Intch 
in a (juotationfrom Virgil or Horace where- 
with to excite a simper in features, where 
frivolous stu|>idity stands person died, and 
wherewith to make wulgar ignorance pay 
an adulatory stare ; being f)ersons of this 
dc'-ciiptioii, it is not much wonder that 
they should piefto' the tlesh of horses to 
that ot cattle, and that they should go 
williout biead in a country, whence it is 

now iieces‘:ary to remove ihet’orw. But, 

after all, can it be true, that this same 
army of Massena, is about to come Jback 
again in face of the lines of lorrcs Vedras ^ 
To conic back again into tlfe trap ? How 
they got out of the trap lias always ap- 
peared woiiderfid to me. When wo catch 
tilings in traps, they seldom get away with- 
out the loss of a foot or a tail, or getting a 
wound of some sort ; and, at any rate, we 
never find thvm come back again volun- 
tarily mb) the trap. Ic is, however, 

time to drop this way of treating the sub- 
ject, and to consider seriously what are 
our present projrpects with regard to the 
war in Portugal, which has so long been 
made the inean'i of deceiving and cheating 
the people ofthis duped country.— Hard 
is the labour now^ performed by the venal 
prints to persuade the public, that they 
ought not to be disappointed and chagrin- 
ed, if the armies should remain in their 
present positions during the ic inter ; and, 
indeed, they give iis to understand, that, 
if our General is able to remain where he 
is till spring, lie will have been successful, 
they say, “ ninerttly successful,'* m the 
campaign.—^ — Hh ! ye ** miost thinking 
people” of atl Europe, and that Lord 
Stormont had ever had the good fortune tp 
meet with, pray do thmk a little upon this 
subject. — — Wliat was the object of this 
war.? For wh^X purpose did we engage to 
send 30,000 English ti oops to Portugal and 
to pay another 30,()0t) of Portuguese, hav 
ing atldcd, since, greatly to those numbers ? 
For what purpo.sc did we incur the rnor- 
luous expence attending such a war ? Was 
it not for the pur[K>se of defending Portu- 
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gal .? Was it not for the purpose of 
keying the hrench out qf' Portugal T Was 
it not for the purpose of keeping them 
out, or driving theium back ilfter they got 
in r Was it not for the picserving of 
Portugal under the government ftf.the 
(=iuecn or the Prince Uegent ? Was not 
this the avowed ol^Ject of the war? All 
the world knows ihat it was ; all the world 
knrj^vs that this object was avovs'ed over 
and over again. And, indeed, it is mani- 
fest tint there could be no other rational 

object either avoweil or entertained. 

Well, then, if we do not succeed in this 
object, how is it posaihle for any one to 
have the impudence to tell us, that our 
eiforts will have been attended with «mc- 
cmf — —Bui, though the war should fail 
of success,* the campaign, we are told, may 
have been successful, and wc are boldly told, 
this ** most ihinfeing peopft” are boldly 
told, that it has been successful, and that 
we ought to look upon Lord Talavera as a 
General, who has been ** eminently success- 
“fuL **^ — As /iou),good venal gentlemen ? 
He was fitted out with an army of 00,000 
men. Ho marched to the frontiers of Por- 
tugal, the country that it was our professed 
object to defend. He stood there and .saw 
the army of Massena besiege and capture 
the] Spanish ciiy of Rodrigo. He next, 
after having put a garrison into Almeida, a 
frontier town of Portugal, took up a nevr 
position ami kept it while the French be- 
sieged and took that very Almeida. He 
then made retrogade movements ; lie took 
up ne\^ positions ; he threw back his 
flanks; and so forth, till ho came to Bu- 
.sa^o, where, h,i\ ing posted himself upon 
some ridge.s ol hills, and being attaeked by 
the French, he gained a signul victory over 
them, leaving, as ho says, 2,000 of them 
dead upon the field of battle. Having 
gained this victory he instantly falls back 
With bis victorious army, le.st the beaten 
enemy should get in his rear, and cut off 
his retreat towards Lisbon. He now 
pushes on towards Lisbon with his victori- 
ous army, followed close ai their heels by 
the beaten French army, till he reaches 
his lines at Torres Vedras, within ?il)out 

20 miles of Lisbon and his ships. Now', 

here really do not appear any very strong 
marks of eminent success ; ior ihe enemy 
has not been kept out of Portugal ; he hai 
jiot been driven out after he got in ; 
and has followed (some people would 
call it pursued) our army from the fron- 
tiers of Portugal to within a few miles 
of their shipping. — —Aye ; but, this is 
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a shallow view ^oF tho matter. Onr 
General intended to bring the Trench 
army to Torres Vedras, we were then 
told. He drew them jffter him to the spot, 
which he had fixed on for the field of battJe 
fronf*tfje very out-set of the campaign ; 
and that the (Iran iiig of them to that v^ ry 
.spot was the aLComplislinient of a plan 
maturely laid luid most judiciously exe- 
cuted by the most able master in the' ml 
of war. Massena, we were told, was gut 
into ine trap tb.at had been laid fov him, 
and Lord Talavcra Invoked at liini ; all 
which the people of this country believed, j 

Oh ! what a " most thinking people !” 

—Well, having got him into the trap, 
having drawn him to that very spot on 
which our General wished to light him, 
Avhat next takes place ? Why^ he goes 
away from that spot, be withdraws from 
the trap, and *3 not attacked. While he 
lies there unmolested, he fortifies, behind 
him, a place so strongly, that our army, 
in attciiiptiiig to hnr.iss him, is kept in 
check hy his rear guard. And, after 
w’ceks waiting here, vve are now told, hy 
our general himself, that he may be induced 
to come bark again into his lines, and that it 
is possible that the French may come after him, 
and lake up their old ground oppo.site his 
lines. — —Such, without any exaggera- 
tion, is the history of the campaign as it 
has been, by the venal piints, given to the 
people of England. And yet this people 
are sHll to be told, that the campaign has 
been ** eminently The sliua- 

tion of Lisbon, and of the small part of the 
country within the lines of our army, must 
necessarily be distressing in the extreme, 
luong ago, as will be seen by a rel'erence 
10 the documents inserted in the Register, 
the Portuguese govermnent was obliged 
to fix a sort of maximum upon house-rent \ 
and lodgings, upon catrieges and boats, and j 
upon the necessaries of life. The Trench ' 
have now spread out their detachments 
into the only part of the country to wjiicli 
Lisbon could send its surplus pojjulation, 
and, theiefore, 1 should suppose, that the 
maintenance of the whole of the population 
mustvery soon fall upon us. The expence 
of this will be enormous. The provisions 
alone would, in the space of six months, 
cost several millions. It is quite impossi- 
ble to calculate the cost; but that its 
amount must be very great every ono 
must perceive.— — ^There w’ill, as I before 
observed, be compensations for losses and 
suRerings^to be made ; and, who is to tind 
the means for that ? In short, unless we 
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finally succeed in this Portuguese war, it is 
I impossibly: for even those who view it in 
the w'ovst light, to form an idea of the 
I calamities that will arise out ot it to this 
country. And yet, arc there men impu- 
dent enough to assert, and others foolish 
’enough to believe, or base enough to aifect 
to believe;, that the war will have been 
cmin4'»nt]3 succesofuL’Mfour army should 
be able merely to keep their present quar- 
ters during the winter! Again Jet me 

J quote the words of Cowper : 

I lioJr the just the jiu’isjitieijt of the skies: 
lie that haii's iiufh, shall he the dupe oj hes: 
Ami ho that wil! ho cheated to the last, 

Delation, strung as ilcll, shall hind him fast. 

It is useless to attempt to lay the blame of 
the delusion upon the venal impostors. 
They only labour in their vocatinii The 
blame is witli the people themselves ; for, 
it they picfcrred truth to falshood, truth 
they would have. 

Pa It LI am xn r a uy Paoc e ed in <;s . 

King's IllnessA (Continued IVom page 

1083)-^ At the piuct* here refiTred to, an 

account of the pruceerlirigs, rrlativ' to this 
niaUev to the 29th of Nov., when the two 
Houses adjourned to the i .‘jlh of thi, month, 
when met again, and having apjioirited 
a Cominittoe of each to examine the Phy- 
si<'ians, they adjourned until Monday the 
I7lh instant, wdicn they met again, for 
the purpo.se of receiving the reports of 

tiiose Committees. A full account of 

all these proceedings will, of course, be 
given in the J^aiiliamentaiiy Demates* ; 
ami, ihercl’ure, 1 need here give but a 
mere outline of what has '^[lassed upon 
this occasion.— — ^The House of Lords 
adjourned at once till next Wednesday; 
but, in the lower House, the Report hav- 
ing been laid upon the Table, and or- 
dered to be printed, IMii. Perceval, the 
Minister, said, that he should move that 
it be taken into con.sideration on Thursday 
next, when a call of the House is to take 
place. The* House, he- said he should 
propose to form into a comm’ttee of the 
vdiole on the “ State qf the I^alimi.” He 
further said, that he should tlicn propose 
three preliminary resolutions:^ — Jst. 
" That on account of his Majesty's indis- 


* Which will this ' Sessions and in fu- 
ture, be published in parts, so as to be 
put into the hands of the subscribers in a 
very short time after they have taken 
place. 
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** posiiioii he was unable to discharge the 
duties of the Kingly OHice.~2d. That 
it was the duty of the House to sec that 
the Kingly Oilico be properly filled. — 
And 3d, That it was necessary to pro- 
“ vide for 'the proper • discharge of the 
** same by way of a Bill, to pass througlf 
''both' Houses of Parliament.'' Mr. 
PoNsoNBY s?id, that, lo the first resolu- 
tion he should agrrti ; that, with regard 
to the second, .tliero might be some dif- 
ference of opinion ; but Uiat, as to the 
third, he should strenuously oppose it, 
being of opinion, that the proceeding 
meant to be engrafted on it could not fail 
to degrade the kingly office. — —M r. 
Sheridan is reported to have said that 
he " wished that the Chancellor of the 
" Kxclu*(|uer should, in the interval whicii 
" would elapse befoire Thursday, take into 
"his reconsideration wliat he had- this 
" night stated to the House. The right 
" honourable Cenlleman leaves out all 
" the circumstances in which the present 
"period dilfers from J738, There was 
" another method Jor the ^Jonsideration of 
" the House, much more constitutional 
and safe than the one which the Minister 
" has proposed. The Right Honourable ! 
" Gentleman cannot surely have known 
" all the debates which took place in 
" J78S. ln‘tlie party heat of those days, I 
" many things were said, and much was ' 
" done, illi wliich he cannot well be ac- 
" (ju iiiiled. lie cannot surely have con- 
" ftidered the letter which the Prince of 
" Wales thought paper to write on that occa~ 
" sion, a letter which does the highest 
" honour to the Princely heart, and 
" which contains arguments, all of which 
" in his opinion wer% unanswerable. In 
" the firi,L two objects of the Resolutions 
"proposed by the Right Honourable 
" Gentleman, lie had no doubt all would 
" agree.; but in endeavouring to supply 
" that deficiency, with every security for 
" his Majesty's safety there were two modes 
" of proccediiig ; and he believed, that the 
" mode wiiich he should propose was both 
" plainer and ‘better than that propose d 
" by the Chancellor of the Exchequ^. 
•"^lierc’was a precedent, which since the 
‘".linit?»Avith Ireland it was equally pro- 
sper forjtliis'^ House * to look up to, the 
" precedent ’'of ‘ i/itf Irish Parliament in 
" 1788, which voted an address to the Prince, 

" that he would be pleased to take upon him 
" the Regency, and expressing the confi- 
" dence of both Houses of Parliament, 

" tiiat the Prince would consent to 
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" such resolutions and limitations as 
" to these Houses slibuld seem nieeu 
" He wouhl propo'^e to the House the ^rc- 
" cedent of the lle-'iohuionj^Lvhen the Crown 
" was offered to King IVilluwi on his drcUi^ 
" ration, tiuit he would accompany the^i^oie- 
" reign power with such limitations as might 
" be judged necessary for the sccia ity of the 
" subject. This mode was adopted by the 
" |fcst patriots of that day, and was not 
*' such a mode of proceeding fully sutfi- 
" cient for the rights and liberties of ihe 
" subject ? The Right Honourable Gen- 
" tlcman will in adopting it attai'i his ob- 
'ject with the cordial and unanimous 
" consent of all parties, withouc degrada- 
" tion of the Kingly power, and without 
" riirowing,any reflections on a Prince 

" deservetlly dear to the nation." Mr. 

Perceval complained of Mr. Smeim dan's 
having gone into argument in anticipa- 
tion, and said that he did not despair of 
convincing the House that \»hat he had 
to propose was proper, and not at all tend- 
ing to degrade the Royal Authority.—— 
Mr. Adam said, that '• the Chancellor of the 
"' PLxchequer's communication kept the 
" House entirely in the dark as to his future 
" measures, and ilid not put the matter on a 
" fair footing, so as to give a clear iinder- 
" standing of the subject to those who 
" were to deliberate and decide betweeii 
" the two modes of proc4*eding. That 
" from this irriperfcct communication tho 
" Right Honourable Gentleman was 
" obliging the House to take a leap in 
" the jlark. He said, thiy, besides tho 
"‘Resolutions to address the Prince to 
" take upon himself the Government in 
" his Majesty’s name, there w^ould be 
" Resolutions incorporated into, or to ac- 
" company the Address, which would se- 
" cure his Majesty's person being placed 
I " under such care, and protected by such 
" regulations; as would ensure the King's 
" return to the discharge of his Regal 
" functions, the moment that he should 
" be in a capacity to discharge them. 
" That when these Resolutions, formed 
"into an Address, were presented to his 
" Royal Highness the Prince, the specuri- 
" ties for the fulfilment of them by future 
" statutary provisions would, as Ins Right 
" Hon. Friend (Mr. Sheridan) had said 
" be placed on the very basis on which the 
herties of the people were secured at the 

" Revolution.’^ After a fow words more, 

of little importance, the motion for a call 
of the House on Ihursday next [lassed, 
and the llousi adjourned to that day. — g- 
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'fiiue then, after the King has been declared 
unable to attend tg public business fur the 
space of nearly two months, a bill, it seems, 
is to be proposed on the 2()lh instant, to 
authorize some one to exercise the royal 
functions, which bill, to say nothing else 
of il,* inay be a moiiih, or, as long as the 
Uotises please, under discussion ; and, of 
course, the exercise of the royal functions 
may still remain suspended for an iruhfi- 

Title letr^th of time, 1 have before staged 

fully my reasons against any abridgment 
of the Kmgly powers, in the hands of the 
Prince, all which reasons apply with 
equal force against any delay in putting 
those powers into his hands ; for, if the 
exercise of those powers can be, without 
injury to the nation, dispensed with .for 
months, what must be the incvi^ablc con- 
clusion ? If for months, why not for years f 
And, if for.yea^s, why not for ever ? — —It 
is, to me, as clear as the sun at noon day, 
that every measure of this sort strikes at 
the very foundation of the Kingly pait of 
tlie constitution ; and, I do think, that this 
is so plain, that 1 am utterly astonished 
})ow any man can view it, or pretend to 

view It, in any other light. Looking 

upon what Mr. SiiEinnAN said as corics- 
pondirig with the sentiments of IIi-» Royal 
iligliness, the Prince, 1 must confess, ilia t 
it gives inc great satisfaction, containing, 
as 1 u gard \t, a proot, that he is not 
eager to ,urasj) at his fathcr^s power, and 
that lie Will not take it into his hands ac- 
comjninicd with any degrading ayndiiions. 
It is that no conditirms or limitations 
were .suggested, or hinted ai ; buf, if the 
preccdtnt, as it is called, of 178S, of the 
two Houses ill Kin; land, is to be followed 
as to a hill lo v< si him with the ofiice of 
Iicgint, is it not to be presumed, that 
the. bill then proposed will also bo 
taken as a pn?cedent ? And, against 
the terms of tfuii liill, we know that the 

Prince protested. Rut, how can a bill 

be passed, or even eutritained ? On all 
sides it has been ^ that the two 

Ilouscj^ without a King are net a parlia- 
ment. How, then, can they pass, or d\s- 
evisi (>. bUl? It is allowed, on all hands, 
that they cannot, in their present stale, 
pass a road or canal bill ; and can they 
then, make a law to transfer the Kingly 
power from the li.mds of the King to tho.>e 
of the prince of W ales ! There appears to 
iDc to be something so manifeslly incon- 
Bistent in this, that I must see the project 
seriously entertained, 1 must sec the bill 
before the Houses and through some of 
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its stages, before I shall believe that it 
will ever be acted upon. Who is lo con- 
summate Che work'of making such a law f 
The Regent ? Why, if it require a law to 
make him Regent, he cannot be Regent^ 
till the law is complete; and, of course, he 
cannot give his sanction to a bill, by which 
he is to be constituted Regent. So that, 
if this measure, if this proceeding by the 
way of sboulcf be adopted, we shall, 
for once in our lives, see an Act passed; a 
law made and put in force, upon the au- 
thority of the TWO HOUSES alone.- 

The mode of proceeding by way of Ad* 
dress is the natural way. It is a mode 
corresponding with our settled notions re- 
lative to the Kingly office and powers ; it 
has no jumble or inconsistency in it, and, 
which is another great recommendation, 
it obviates all furtli^er delay, all further 
suspension of the exercise of those powers, 
which, as Mb. Adam observed, are trusts 
in the h.iiuls of the King for the good of 
his people, an observation, which, as will 
be st'cn ill my motto, was made by the 
IViiice Iiimsi'lf, m bis Viiswei to the j^ro- 

positiuns of 1788. Rut, if the mode of 

piocecdmg of 17b8 was Improper then; 
if procrastination was then not to bo 
tolcrat fd, what arc we to think of it 
wdini it is impossible that the Kingly func- 
tionscan be suspeiidt'd for u.ncek without 
serious injury to the nation, unless wc 
weio to agree, that they are never of any 
use at all.— I do not, and I have not 
in any instance, viewed this as a party 
question ; and, as such it ought never 
to be viewed; but, 1 cannot help ob- 
Burving, with regard to the paragraphs, 
which have appeared in the venal prints, 
respecting the resoh^tion of the Prince to 
7iiaKe no changes of men inpaaer, first, that 
1 do not beiieve the fact ; but, secondly, 
and cliiefly, that to make any mere changes 
of mm would produce no consequences, in 
w hich the nation would feel at all inter- 
ested, or in which they really would have 
any, even the smallest degree, of interest. 
I am not prejtending, that one set of men 
ina}^ not have more taleitis than another 
set, bat what of that, if those talents are not 
usefully exerted ? I mean usefuiiy/or Meptfo- 

ple, and not exclusively for themselves, 

Perhaps there never was, in the whole 
world, any nation exposed to so greatdanger 
as that to which England is now exposed. 
She has long held her head as high as the 
highest, and she must still so carry her- 
self, or she must become a vassal, a de- 
pendence of France, There is no other 
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alternative. No compromisings no affected let them point to 'one single in- 
modtraiion, no submission in /)ar^, will save stance, in which he refiirsetl his hearty 
her, or even postpone her overthrow for assent to any measure calculatetl to siip- 
one single hour. This is my decided opi- ! port the diguity and spltndoor of the 
nion. And, in spite of the overwhelming . Crown, or to afford peisonal gratification 
power and implacable hostility, with which to any mrniber of of the lloy al Ej^ffly. 
•he is menaced, she still possesses in her^ They can [>oint to no such mstmtee; but, 
self all the means, not only of dtfnur, but they may ])oint to several, in which he 

of maintaining her wonted greatn^iss. has t xpliciily protested against such 

These means, however, are of a nature m^sures os tended to make any of the 
not to be exerted without two things, Co/i- i branches of the IloyaJ Family dependent 
ciliation in Ireland, and a cj}}iStitutional re- j vpon jhc vwusler rf the da^. The j’eader 
yb/T/i and to btilli whicli there I will want nothing to j)or>i)a(Ie him, that 

is, I trust, tvery reason to <5’.ij)posc. that i thi:> <*onduot m Sis Fkani is fJoKDhTT did 
his Royal Highness, tlic Prinv-O of Wales, ■ not arise from any motive of private in- 
is perfectly fiicndl^fc. 1 was told this, and j tv rest. He wants nothing, anil never has 
from what I deenn^ good authority, long • wanted any thing, lioni any part of^tlu- 
vigo ; and 1 sincerely believe it. — -—These I Rota i Family, except what, in mminon 
measures adoptcrl, vve inijjlit, indeed, with llie Kstofthe pev'ple, he had 'Aright 
at Napoleon ayd his fferts. He will 1 to expect at their hands. Ihcre is no- 
have ffeels. It h’ useless to affect to laugh j thing that they could bfsll^\v upon him, as 
at the idcaj fur have them he \vill. It is | an iudii ulual, that he. would set any value 
not ill our power to prevent his having J upon, except marks i f their e.«>teoni. He 
ffeets, and powerful fleets too; and, the ' hay, in this put ci his conduct, been 
way for us lo set them at defiance is to I gu»Jed by the principh s of the constiiu* 
unite the people of Irel.'.nd^ and J'ligland, j tion ; those same pnin ipl: f. which havu 
and to give them one hcait and one mind in | urged him, and which stdl w.ll urge liiixi, 
their country’s defence. — ^'Jhc Letter of Siuj to call for a pailiamcnUiry ntonn; that re- 
William Ckary, which 1 subjoin to this ! foriu, without which the pcoplj of tiiis 
Summary, speaks the sentiments of an j kingdom, will, in my opinion, never be 
honest uiicorrupted English gentleman as cordially’ united ; iu»d without which their 
io parliamentdry refoim, which, as he justly | country will never again enjoy one mo- 
obsei ves, is not h .ss necessary to the pre- . ment of real peace or saffty*. 
servalion of the constitutional pn rogahves j Vv M. COBBE'IT. 

of the king than to ihai of the rigiils and i State Prison, Kcivgate, 
liberties of the* people. Will the venal Tuesday, \ hth Dec. IS JO. 

herd say that Sir William Or. \kv is a , 

Jacobin ? It is likely they may ; but, I SIR WlLLIAiM (DEARY’S LETTER 

trust, that the Prince of Wales has pro- on 

filed too much troni the fate of so many PARLIAMKNTARY REFORM, 
old governments to •listen to such asser- 
tions. He must, too, I sliould think. To the Editors of the Kentish Chronicle. 
have observed at home, that those, who (Iren lloaih, Dec. \H 10. 

have been mo'*t strenuous in their cn- Sirs, — It would have been a high grati- 

deavour.s to ob.ain a reform of the Com- fieation lo me, to have staled at the late 
mons’ House of Parliament, have in- County Meeting, held at Maidstone, the 
variably yet .their face against all at- means, which *10 my miud, appear ade- 
tempis to deprive the Crown of its just quate to bring about thai Refornnn Parlia- 
prerogatives, and, especiaffy against all ment, which wjis there decided upon as 
the numeious Vile attempts to lower and neces.sary^ by' an uiianiinoiis vote; but a 
degrade him in the eyes of the peopU conviction ihat a popular Meeting ill 
There have been, before parliament, se- calculated for the discussion of tlie detail 
vcral measures, relative to His Royal of a subject, restrained me at the moment. 
Highness, since Sir Francis Burdett, the — The means which appear to me as suf- 
great champion of Reform, has been a fu iv nt to >ecure this great national object 
member of the House of Commons. Let *aie tlicse : 

the slanderers of the Honourable Baronet — 'Hiat in all Boroughs the right of 

and the pretended friends of the Crown voting should be in the inhabitants paying 
point to one of them, in which Sir Francis rates or some Tax, proving an equivalent 
did not take the side of the Prince, occupation.— That their numbers Inu^t 
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amounito not less tijan five hundred. — ^That 
the., number of voters paying Hates, or 
some Tax, proving an equivalent' occupa* 
tion, should De returned to parliament 
every three years, and that any defieieiicy 
shouM^l^e made up from the adjacent vii- 
lages.^Thal all Boroughs at present in- 
haoited by less than five hundred paying 
rates, or some 'J'hx, proving an 'equivalent 
occupation, shall be disfranbhised, skid 
their Members added to 'the great towns 
not having the elective franchise, and to 
London and Westminster. 

2ndly, — That the Poll for counties be 
taken by the districts in which the Justices 
act in their petty Session — The Sheriff to 
appoint a sheriff depute for each district, 
who shall meet him with the Fol^s of' tlieir 
diflerent districts at the' County ‘Town : 
and froqi thes^Polls ' he is to make' his 
return. — ^Every. voter to vote in the dis- 
trict in which he resides ; his 'freehold to 
be registered in the district in which he 
resides, and also in the district in which the 
freehold is situated . — A voter, being a 
non-resident in the county, must vote in 
the district in\\hich his freehold is situated 

Srdly, — All voters to vote by ballot. 

^thly,— Parliaments to be triennial. 

By increasing the number of voters in 
Boroughs, and voting by ballot, corrup- 
tion would be annihilated : the honest 
voter might exercise his franchise ^xith- 
out fear of ruin, and the dishonest voter 
would not be able to barter his country’s 
interest for his own ; as no one would 
bribe a secret vote. — By voting by dis- 
tricts ill Counties, Elections would he 
held without expcncc; and Candidates, 
who possess talents for business, and 
feelings calculated to maintain the ho- 
nour of Purhament, to support a good 
Administration, and to oppose a bad 
one, would never be wanting in this 
country.— The voting by ballot is re- 
quisite to the freedom of Election.— That 
Parliaments should be iriVnnial, is essen- 
tial to the spirit of representation. — I have 
now stated what appears to me to be an 
easy leinedy to a great and flagrant na- 
tionaf evil.— 1 have stated a Plan of Re- 
form in Parliament, which at the same 
time, 1 think, is moderate and radical. If 
I am mistaken, 1 trust justice will be done 
to my motive.— After the active part 1 
have taken, as one of those who called the* 
County Meeting, 1 have done but my duty 
m making this statement. — Some meni 
from the best motives, fear the discussion 
of this subject in the present situation of 


the country. I own 1 fear tlic consequence 
of not d^cussiiig it. — 'Fhc conquc.'its on 
the Continent should deeply impress upon 
our minds this political truth, that the vic- 
tories of a foreign foe are easy, when a 
Deople are rendered indiflercnt to the 
iionour and glory of their country, b}'’ 
the imbecility of their political state.— 
The evi*! to be remedied is of a radical 
nature— it strikes at the root of all prin- 
ciple: — Tlie barter of Miristerial Patron- 
age Tor ‘"Parliamentary Influence is now 
notorious and established : — it extends 
through all professions and all depart- 
ments of the state — a bar to merit, and a 
reward to corruption thereby diminish- 
ing the salutary eflect# and consequences 
of the prerogative of the Crown, weaken- 
ing the legitimate power and energy of the 
Executive through an its branches ; and 
ultimately influencing and destroying the 
check of the democratic part of the Con- 
stitution — the vital principle of Liberty 
in our system of government.— 1 am, Sirs, 
Your humble Servant, Wm. (Jr. vky. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Port COAL. Extract of a Dispatch from 

his Excellency Marshal General Lord 
Wellington to his Excellency Don Miguel 
Pereira Forjaz, dated Cariaxo, Novem^ 
her 2 Uh, ISU). 

I have received accounts from General 
Silveira, the dates of whidh come down to 
the 16th inst. The advanced corps of the 
enemy having reached Pinhel, the above- 
mentioned (general attacked and drove 
buck their advanced posts on the l4lh, 
taking 4 oflicers and many soldiers pri- 
soners, and killing and wounding a great 
number. Gen. Silveira .states that our loss 
consists of about 30 killed and nearly the 
same number wounded. He commends in 
the strongest terms the good conduct of 
the oflicers and soldiers, and particularly 
those of the Portuguese regiment. No. 24. 
—Inclosed I ’transmit to your E^xcellency 
a copy of the dispatch of feen. Silveira, of 
the date the 16th of the present month. 

Most excellent Sir,— I yesterday had 
the honour to communicate to your Excel- 
lency the result of the action which I had 
with the enemy, though I am not able as 
yet to give you a more circumstancial ac- 
count, as 1 have not received the returns 
of the diflerent corps engaged, but 1 can 
assure your Excellency, that the loss of 
the enemy was greater than 1 stated h 
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yesterday, and I believe that ours does 
not exceed 25 or 30 men, and number 
ol the wounded was about the same. Yes- 
terday, after the action, the enemy rallied 
in the plain leading from Valverde to 
Cobesso ; and I collected my whole divi- 
sion on the other side of that village, and 
began to retire upon Pinhel, without the 
enemy daring to attack my rear-#;uard, as 
he believed that onPy a part of the troops 
had been engaged in the action, and that 
the principal force remained on the brow 
of the mountain, where I hud placed some 
pieces of artillery for that purpose. I 
caused the troops to rest and refresh them- 
selves at Pinhel. l^theii retired along this 
side of the river Tiga, and to-day marched 
into these quarters. The enemy entered 
Pinhel in the night, and immediately di- 
vided into two columns, one of which took 
the road to Marialva, and the other to 
Frixedas, though I cannot exactly vouch 
for' the accuracy of this. — God preserve 
your Excellency. Fuancisco De Sil- 
V El II A.‘ — Head’ quurtei's, Francoso, Nov, 1 0, 

ISIO. P. S. 1 am persuaded that the 

enemy for tho.se two or three da^^s, con- 
formable to wliat the piisoncis tell me, 
cannot attack me with more than 7,000 
men. 


Portugal. — Copy of an Official Communi- 
cation from Lord Wellington to his ExceU 
lencj/ Don Pereira Forjaz, bear- 

ing date the Yop. 1810. 

The enemy has retreated from the 
position which he occupied during the 
last month, his right being supported by 
Sobral, and the left by iliba-Tejo. His 
retreat took place ifi the night between 
the 13th and I4th inst. in the direction of 
Alenquer and AlcoeiUre with his right, 
and his left fell back by the road of Villa 
Nova ; .in the same manner he continued 
his retreat the following days to the en- 
virons of Santarem. The allied Army 
'filed oft' from the positions it occupied 
in the morning of the ]5i1i instant fol- 
lowing the enemy’s march, and the cd- 
vanefed guard' of ‘this army reached Aleii- 
'quelr bn the,; 15th of this month, while on 
the '1 6th the Engl fsh horse with the ad- 
'vanced guard "arrived * in Azambujor and 
'T/Rc'b'ientfe,' and *oh the»l7lh in this place. 
During” this movement ’about ^OO of the 
'ehemy^s ' troops ^were • taken prisoners. 

were followed 
division command- 
ed’by 6i? miirSpen^r, and by the 5th 


division of foot under tjie orders of Major- 
Gcn. Leith — On the I7th inst. 1 received 
a report from Major-Gou. Fane, from the 
left banks of the Pagus, by which he in- 
forms me that the enemy has constructed 
a second bridge across the ZczSv, the 
first which he threw over that nver having 
been carried away by ‘ the floods. The 
said Major-General also ac'quaitus me that 
the enemy detached the said day a large 
body of troops to fqlegau. 1 immediately 
ordcjred ' Lieut.-General Hill, with the 
corps under“'his command^ to cross over 
to the left bank of the Tagus, and to em- 
bark for that purpose in Valluda in the 
boats which Admiral Berkeley had sent 
thither, for the purpose of facdiiating the 
operations 'of the army. — On ' the 1 8th 
instant, uie British cavalry and advanced 
guard found t lie enemy strongly posted 
in front of Santarem, that it was utterly 
impossible to attack him with any hope 
of success; and although T am informed 
by our posts on the left bank of ih'e 'I'agiis, 
that the enemy continue to send troops 
and baggage along the rqad, which lies on 
the right bank of the ’J'agus, in the direc- 
tion of Zczere, yet his advanced guard 
continues to maintain itself in the same 
post, having there, as well as in Santarem, 
a sufficient number of troops to hold out 
in the strong position of Santarem, and 
ref^l any attack which might be mvide on 
his front.— The ince ssant rain which we 
have had ever since the 15th inst. has dc- 
troyed the roads in such a nuiiner, that 1 
have, vas yet, found it impossible to dis- 
lodge the enemy from the position which 
he occupies in Saiuarem ; the had condition 
of the roads is also the reason why the 
eiK-my continues so long in Santarem.— 
Although the enemy has moved large 
bodies of troops from Santarem to the 
eastward, 1 know not that he has as yet 
sent any considerable corps to the other 
hanks of the Zezere. I cannot, therefore, 
as yet form arfy certain opinion whether 
the enemy means entirely to retreat from 
Portugal. His whole army being now 
present between Santarem and the Zezere, 
he finds himself in a situation which ena- 
bles him to maintain the strong position 
he occupies until he shall have been join^ 
ed by ihe reinforcements, which, Ikuow, 
have reached the frontiers— I have not 
received any further intelligence from 
General Silveira, who finds himself on the 
frontiers of Upper Beira, since the 9th of 
this month. Under that day’s date he 
informed me of the movements of the 



1839] POLITICAL REGISTER OJtcial Papers. [1840 

► 


enemy ^6 difTerent corps in Gallicia, which* 

I suppose* consist inpthe whole of 20*0()0 
men', and arc at present employed in levy- 
ing contributiotis of provisions for th^ 
army of Portugal, This intelligence has 
been /awifirincd by information received 
from Salamanca of a recent date. — 

Having advatu'cd ironi the position where 
I had taken post, and diaun the enemy to 
a point win 'c he was compelled to f&ll 
back without attempting* any attack, *I 
fed c*bllge<l, in order to render justice 
to MouUnaiil Colonel I'letcher, and to* the 
olficers of the Ui»yal T^ngniecrs, to call 
your Lxceilcncy’s attention to the dili- 
gence and skill with winch tlioy con- 
:,trucLcd the fortifications, whe-reby they j 
rendered the saiii po-;ition so, strong that ; 
any attack on lla- ailicd auny ha\c ! 
proved extreinrly disadvantageous^ to the | 
enemy. — T!ie nVui li army may be rein- I 
'■forced, and I i.iuy once more be induced to 
return to the same position^ in the present 
state of the Piminbii la, but I do not sttppose 
that it xiill be in the poivcr of the enemy to 
employ against it any force able to render the 
result of the conjLct dubious, I’or these ad- 
TaiUagcs wc aie indebted to Licut.-f’olo- 
ncl Idetcber, and the Oifirers of the Royal 
Corps of Enginecis, among whom I must 
make particular mention of (’apt. (ilhap- 
man, who has already rejicahaliy render- 
ed me the mc.»t signal sei vices. — By my 
dispatches of the 20th Oct. 1 informed 
your Excellency, that the IMarcjuis do la 
komnna had joined the allied army it* the 
fortified positi/ui in front of LLd)oii,J)riiig- 
ing with him considLiablc (lelachiiiciits of 
the Spanish troujis under liis ordeis. The 
Marquis remains still with us, and favours 
me with very valuable advice and assis- 
tance — During the time we occupied the 
above position the service was performed 
with the utmost regularity, and to lay 
entire satisfaction — 111 thou gli the force by 
which it was defended consisted of dif- 
ferent troops and divers notions. — Licut.- 
Gencral Sir B. Spencer, and Marshal Sir 
\V. C. Beresford, and all the Officers of the 
Slidfol tile Army, have continued to ren- 
der me ail the services in their power. — 
Jlcad-Uuarters, (Jartaxo, Nov. 21, 1810. 

Wellington. 


Po B r L CM I.. — Supplement Extraordinary to 
the Lisbon Gazette, Abr. 2 5*--^ Official' 
Dispatch f rom Marshal Hereford to his 
Eicellenvy Miguel Pereira Forjaz» 

Most Excellent Sir^l have the honour, 


with great satisfaction, to transmit to your 
Excellency the inclosed from General 
Silveira, ddlcd I5th November, in which 
the J^irds Governors of the kingdom will 
be informed of a glorious action near 
Pinhel, in which the enemy was completely 
defeated, and with considerable loss in 
killed and prisoners. We likewise dis- 
cover in the same document the good con- 
duct and valour of the native troops, and 
the distingpished manner in which that 
Commander co^ntribntes to’the defence of 
the country. 

Most Excellent Sir — Wc marched upon 
Pinhel while the enemy advanced upon 
Poreiro, Garnclas, and Valverde. This 
morning 1 atlacked him, supposing his 
forcij to be much less considerable ; but, 
alciioiigh his force consisted of six squad- 
ro:is and three of lancers, I had the success 
to put liMo to tlie route, and although his 
infar.tiv v. as much sup'crior in number to 
ours, 1300 of hi .iioops he dead on the field 
and auK'Ug tlicin f; or 10 officers. We 
have hvs'.di s many ]>i isoucrs, and with 
them 1 ojhcors. I cannot by this oppor- 
tunity fentcr into the details, but I have the 
plcabure' to assure you of the good con- 
duct of the oiliceis and soldiers in general. 
The cavalry commanded by Luiz Paulino, 
deserve particular praise, as well as the 
chasseurs oi* the militia and the battalion 
of ini'antry, No. 2 k Major F. "i’axeira 
Lobo, behaved with the same spirit he dis- 
played on ihe 4th f)f August, in Puebla, 
'fhis officer, a.s well as Jajiz Paulino, was 
sligblly wounded by the Lancers. Tiie 
commander of the vanguard, Colonel Ant. 
Man. de Carvalho, acted iiitirely to my 
satisfaction. My loss was very small, but 
wc had 1 .Brigadier tand 2 Grand- majors, 
killed. — God pieserve you.*— Head Quar- 
ters, Camp at Pereiro, 4 p. m. l5ihNov. 
ISIO. — Fran, de Silveira Pinto de 
Fonsec.a. 

Proclamation. 

4 . 

Nov. 2 k — As it may be the intention 
of the enemy to occupy the position he had 
left in the neighbourhood of tnc fortification of 
Jf,nha, and it being of the utmost conse- 
quence that we put in security the corn 
ami other effects, which mightfall into the 
hands ef the French ; in order that this 
may be effected with the activity and re- 
gularity useful to the public service, his 
Royal Highness has been pleased to direct your 
Adjutant Commissioner, Joac (^udenio 
Torres, immediately to remove the said 
property under the protection of the said 
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fortress, transmitting to your Excellency 
the instructions to his deputies jo facilitate 
the conveyance. For the same 'purpose 
boats and vessels are to be obtained from 
Serjeant Montinho Jose de Periie, to whom 
1 hare transmitted fit orders to have the 
same ready, sending them to the porft 
the said Commissioner shall point out. 
The same instructions arc to b% obeyed 
with respect to Coibmissioncr Paco, Au- 
ditor General , of the Army, that this 
duty may be punctually fulfilled. — Your 
Lordship will publish this Edict where 
nrocss.iry, that the propriet<u-s of the 
otfccia may lie properly informed oii 
the subject, (iod preserve you. 

D. MiftLCL Forjax. 


Treat V bcii.ccn Austria and rrance, 

( Codcludcdfrcm p. 1183 .) 

—2. liis Majesty, the Emperor of the 
French, King of Iir.ly, wishing to do a 
thing agreeable to his majesty the Empe- 
ror ofAiistria.df ^'lares that he revokes his 
decree cf tlie 2lih of April, 1 SOy,^coiifi-»- 
catlng the pro})(‘/ty of the 
Princes and GoUiUsorihefierinanic empire, 
and members of the L:jueotri.iri Order, 
oliending against articles? and 31 cf tl:e 
act of confcderalion. — 3. Jiis Majesty 

the Emperor, as Protector of the Confe- 
deration of the Rhine, shall inform all the 
Confederated States of tlie revocation pro- 
nounced by the above article, in order 
that all the sequestrations may be raised, 
and that the ci-devant Princes and Counts 
of the Germanic Empire, or members ©f 
Equestrian Order may be restored without 
delay to the possession of their property 
which shall be restefted to them without 
any exception, and under the guarantee 
given by the act of the Confederation of 
the Rhine. — 4*. Each of the Princes, 
Counts, and Members above mentioned, 
shall, before the 1st of July 1811, declare 
whether he continues to accede to the re- 
gulation established by the act of Confe- 
deration, and ^abject to the* Sovereign as- 
signed him by that Act. — 5. In case the} 
should wish to become subject to Austna, 
which they shall in like manner declare, 
before the 1st of July 181 ], the immediate 
property they possess in the territories of 
the Confederation shall be by them ceded 
to a member of their family, who shall be' 
likewise subject to the Confederation, or 
exchanged for others situated in Austria, 
or sold.— 6. The cession, in whatever 
manner it may take place, shall be com- 
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pleted within the space of six years from 
the 1st of January, ItAo. — 7. " Confeyrm- 
able to Art. 27 of the act of the Confeder- 
ation, those Prince, Couifts, or Dukes of 
the late German Empire, shall not 
be permiited to dispose of pro- 

perty at any price whatever, without 
having first made the offer, at the sain© 
price, to those Sovereigns under whose 
ddhiinioiis they.arc placed ; and if within 
the space of six months the oiler shall not 
be aixcpted, the said Princes, Counts, or 
Stales, shall dispose, at pleasure, of their 
property, on the conditions^ under which 
they have been olU red.— 8. * The Princes, 
Countfi, or States of the Empire, becomo 
subjects to Austiia,s!mll continue to enjoy, 
bu' only nv Austrian subjccls, the rights 
which tl*e law of the country grants to 
stranger.s of acquiring by purchase or do- 
nation IVoni the deceased Immoveable 
property in the Stales of the Confedera- 
tion of the Rliinc. — 1). The present con- 
vention shall be ratified, and the ratifica- 
tions of it exchanged at Paris, within the 
space oi one month, or sooner if possible. 

E*)nc at Paris 30ih Axig, 1810. 

(Ssgried) Ciiamcacny, Duke of Cadore. 
('oant Alr.rTERNicH. 


1‘lorida (West.) Declaration of Inde^ 

pendcnce by the Representatives thereof. 

^20th September, 1810. 

It is known to nil the world, with how 
much fidelity the good people of this ter- 
ritory •have prof(*«sed, arifl maintained 
alliance to the legitimate Sovereign, while 
any hope remained of receiving from him 
protection for their property anfl lives. 
Without making any unnecessary innova- 
tion in the established principles of Go- 
vernment, we had voluntarily adopted 
certain regulations in concert with our first 
Magistrate., for the express purpose of pre- 
serving this territory, and shewing our 
attachment to flic Government which has 
heretofore protected us. This compact, 
which was entered into with good faith 
on our part, will for ever remain ho- 
nourable testimony of our upright inten- 
tions, and inviolable fidelity to our King 
and parent country, while so much as a 
shadow of legitimate authority remained 
to be exercised over us. We sought only 
a speedy remedy for such evils as seemed 
to endanger our existence and prosperity^ 
and were encoura^d by our Governor 
with solemn promises of assistance* and 
co-operatign. But those measures which 
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were intended for our preservation, he has 
endeavoured to pert^cirt into.aii engine of 
destruction, by encouragingUn the most 
pel fid ious manlier, the» violation of ordi- 
nances sanctioned and established by him- 
self, a9*\he law of the land. — Being thus 
left without any hope of protection from 
the parent country, by being betrayed by 
a magistrate, wliose duty it was to have 
provided for the safety and tranquillity*pf 
the People and Government committed to 
'.his charge, and exposed to all the evils of 
a state of anarchy which we have so long 
endeavoured to avert ; it becomes our duty 
to provide for our otvn security, as a free 
and independent state, absolved from all 
allegiance to a Ciovernment which no 
longer protects us. — We, thtrefore, fhe 
Itepresentatives aforesaid, appealing to 
the Suoreme Ruler of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do solemnly 
publish and declare, the several districts, 
composing the territory of West Florida, 
to be a free and independent State, and that 
they have aright to institute for themselves 
such form of Government as they may 
think conducive to their safety and hap- 
piness — to form treaties — *0 establish com- 
merce — to provide for the common de- 
fence of all acts which may of right b% 
done by a Sovereign and independent na- 
tion. At the same time declaring all acts 
within the sanle territory of West Flor,ida, 
after this date, by any tribunal or autho- 
rities not deriving their potver^from the 
people, agreeable to the provisions of this 
Convention, terbe null and void, and call- 
ing upon all foreign nations to respect this 
our Declaration, acknowledging our inde- 
pendence, and giving us such aid as may 
be consistent with the laws and usages of 
nations. — This declaration, made in Con- 
vention at the town of Baton Rouge, on the 
26th day of September, in the year of our 
Lord 1810, wc, the Representatives, in 
the name and on behalf of our constituents, 
do hereby solemnly pled\;e ourselves to 
support it with our lives and fortunes. 

John Rhea, President, and nine others. 

Andrew Steele, Secretary. 


Portugal.— P roctewfl/ion ^ the Govern^ 
mmt at Lisbon. J 3th October, 1 8 10. 

Portuguese The advance of the ene- 
my’s army, which, already, weakened by 
want and by its past losses, yields re- 
luctant obedience to the despotic orders of 
its Tyrant, announces to us the near ap- 
prqaeb of a bat^e. The numbers, tlie 


tried valour of the combined. army, their 
formidable position, and the impatience 
with.whicR the troops call for the combat, 
ail promise us a happy and glorious issue. 
The God of armies will bless our arms, and 
give us a complete victory. The Go- 
vernors of the kingdom, the Marshal, the 
Army, and the whole Nation expect it, 
and have, every reayni to do so. But it is 
necessary, that on this occajion you guard 
yourselves against false rumours, which 
may be disseminated by tiinidity or ill in- 
tention. Be not alarmed at the passagd of 
troops, at the arrival of wounded, at the 
rolling of carriages, and other movements, 
which are the necessary consequences of 
the operations of war. Do not give credit 
to any accounts that are not announced by 
the Government, of whose frankness you 
have had so many proofs. It w^ill take 
measures for punishing the ill-disposed, 
who have the audacity to scatter false re- 
ports, with the severity required by cir- 
-cunjstances. Portuguese ! calmness, con- 
fidence, obedience, and we shall be happy. 


Frankfort.— -D ecree relative to News* 
, papers. 16/4 October, 1810. 

Decree for the Grand Duchy of Frank- 

FORT. 

We, Charles, by the Grace of God, 
Prince Primate, &c. By desire of his 
Majesty, the Emperor of. the French, King 
of Italy, Protector, &c. v/e.haye decreed 
and do decree as follows, . .That is to say ; 
— Art. 1. All NeVs-papers, whether 
French or German, published in our Grand 
Duchy, shall cease on the 1st of , Decem- 
ber, of this year j and we hereby revoke 
the privilege granted them. — Art, 2. From 
the 1st of January, 181 1, only one OfTicial 
Newspaper shall be published in our chief 
city of Frankfort, and no other political 
print shall appear throughout the whole 
territory. — Art. 3. This official Paper shall 
bear the title of '' Gazette of the Grand 
Duchy of Frankfort,” and the articles con- 
tained shall be inserted in the French and 
German languages. — Art. 4. Our Minis- 
ter of the Police shall appoint ^the 'Editor 
to the Official Gazette,--Art. 5. Our 
Director of the Police at Frankfort shall be 
the Censor of this Official' Gazette, and 
shall be apswerable to us fpr its conduct* 
Our Minister of Police shall communicate 
to the Director those instructions by which 
he shall be governed.— >Art. 6. Our Minis- 
ters of tbe Ifttorior, of Justice ape] of 
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Police, are charged with the due enforce- 
ment of this Decree. , . .... 


Saxon Y.—^Dtfcree relative to English goods' 

— ] 6 //*'Oc/ofeV,’ 1810 . * 

We, Charles Augustus; by the' Grace oC 
God, King of Saxony, &c.— Since it has 
pleased his Majesty the Emperor»'of» the 
Prench to communicate to us his wish that 
the new Tarif of JJuties upon Colonial pro- 
duce of the 5th August, adopted in his do- 
minions, should be introduced into our royal 
territories ; and since we arc convinced of 
the necessity of this measure to liberate t!ie 
Continerit from the ytfke of England, and to 
encourage the consumption of the internal 
products of our kingdom, which shall dis- 
place and render unnecessary all articles 
the produce of the colonies of Great Bri- 
tain; and considering the great advan- 
tages which have already arisen in the 
Confederated States of the Rhine, we have 
been moved to order that the Tarif of 
Trianon be adopted throughout the duchy 
of Saxony, &c. ' * ' ' . 


> f 

Denmark ,*^^ — Notice published bi/ order of 
the Kingt ^relative to English goods * — 
nth October, isiO. 

Ilis Majesty, on the 8th September last, 
issued a Royal Notice respecting the sale 
and seizure of colonial produce, and pro- 
hibiting the entrance of ships under Ame- 
rican colours into any of his Tslands or the 
Duchy of Holstein, exceptingundcr certain 
circumstances therein specified, or on their 
being made prize by his Majesty’s marine 
forces.-— Experience lias proved the gene- 
ral wisdom of this nicdsure ; but his Ma- 
jesty has been informed, with much sorrow, 
that colonial produce, actually belonging 
to the enemies of his Crown, of the Em- 
peror Napoleon, and of Continental Eu- 
rope, has found its way into the Danish 
territories, and .*that certain American 
ships, ordered to be excluded,^ have been 
admitted into hi^ports.— Proolfs of these 
facts have been afforded ; but his Majesty 
has forborne to enter into the inquiry pre- 
vious to giving a solemn warning to ,his 
subjects to refrain from such illegal prac- 
tices, which place Continental Europe 
under the controul of the Tyrant of the 
Seas. This warning, therefore, is hereby 
given, and those who are discovered oi- 
^ Rinding, after this notice, will be punished 
with* merited severity. 


— ^Proclamation relative to Eng* 

. Ihh god/Ys.-- 1 S/A October, I S 1 0. 

' The S'^nate hi\'> appointed his Excelleiic V 
Count ’.Von Cainpatfes, FfP^dent of the 
Council at Ilambingli, to cW'ute the De- 
cree of his Majesty the Iviipeior Against 
contraband trade, and the Couiuil has 
issued an order that each inhabiuiit shall 
produce a declaration of his concerns in 
forbidden goods^ The Senate is .deier- 
mined to comply with this regulation in 
the strictest manner. By it also a form ii 
to be ^dclivered from house to house, to be 
filled up by the inhabitants in.lbc.prcj4bdce'. 
of. persons; a pjjointed by the* Seiicite.-r— It, 
gives the Senate great pU^asiire to rema'flc 
that'since.the.^pubiication of the Deerjeea 
of Berlin ahd^lll^|iri/.thc public notices it 
has given 5*hayei not; been made in vain. 
They have no'^doubT/that the same atten- 
tion and obedience ‘.will. Be. paid to the 
present. ^ . 


France.-" - Decree of the Emperor forfiurn- 
ing English MercIiandizelr^Fohtdinblcatt^ 
V9th October, 1810. * 

Having considered the fourth and fifth 
articles of the Berlin Decree, of the Slst 
Nov. 1800, We have decreed, and do de- 
crtie as follows: — Art. 1. All merchan- 
dize, of whatever sort, proceeding from 
English manufacture, and wiiich is pro- 
hibited!, existing at this moment either in 
the real entrepots, or in the warehouses of 
our ^customs, of whatever description it 
may be, shall .be publicly btirnt. — 2.‘I^ 
future, &11 prohibited merchandize , of 
English manufacture, .proceeding either 
from our customs, ,or , fi'om^ seizures that 
may be made, shall be burqk— 3. All (iro- 
hibited merchandize of English manufac- 
ture, which shall be found in Holland, in 
the Grand Duchy of Berg, in the Han- 
seatic Tow'ns, and, generally from jlJio 
Mein to the sea, shall be seized and burnt. 
—I.. All the English merchandize to be 
found in our kingdom of Italy, under 
whatever description it may come, shall 
be seized and burnt. — 5. All the English 
"•lerchaiidize which shall be found in<^ur 
Illyrian provinces, shall be seized and 
burnt. — 0. Ail the English merchandize 
which shall be found in the kirigdoni of 
Naples, shall be seized and burnt. — 7. All 
the English ipcrchandize which shall be 
found in the provinces of Spain occupied 
by our troops, shall be seized and burnt. 
— 8. All the English merchandize whicti 
shall be found in the towns, and withfa 
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the reach of places occupied by our troops, Bremen. Proclamatimfor raising sailors 

sh^ll be seized aiwt burnt. for the French Navy , — 30fA Oct, IK JO. 

His Majesty the Emperor of France and 
-indict of the Duke re- King of Italy, in a Decree, dated F0117 
\oodfi . — loth Oct, IK 10. tainebleau, tile 28th of SepJember of this 


MECKLENBuncii. V^dict of the Duke re- King of Italy, in a Decree, dated Fon- 

liUjpeto English goodx . — loth Oct, IK 10. tainebleau, tile 28th of SepJember of this 
We Francis, bv Uic Grace of God, rcq'-Mled of tlie city ofBremen 

SovercicnDtikeofMeckienliurgh, &c.— " ‘‘““'‘I able seamen for the 

Make known hereby,— Whereas, his Ma- 'T*'® 

icsty the ICmpcror of the French. King of theiiiselves to this service. 

Italy, Frotector of the Colifcderation of the J'" ®““i«l. in the Strongest manner, that 
Rhine, &c. under date of the .5th of Aug. of *''] enlei ing as a volunteer shall 

this year, established a duty on all colonial bancs, and also a bounty 

produce of England or her dependencies. amount, making togelhcr 

Therefore in pursuance of the same ciouns ot our currency. AU 


31K1I1 tneiiiseives to this service, 

are assured, in the strongest manner, that 
every sailor enteiirig as a volunteer shall 
receive do\vn4H) francs, and also a bounty 
to ail equal amount, making togelhcr 
about 1.S crowns of our currency. — AU 

plan which his Maje.sly the Emperor and exp'-fienced in the sea- 

Kipg has thought fit to adopt, as Protector ^ ^erntoiy 

of the Confederation of the, Rhine, have '^5 »‘«V|cn. ore now hereby invited imme- 
deemed it right, for the advancement o! ‘T ‘‘‘“r'" 

the general good, to support, as mncl. as 

in oGr power fie.s. the continental system nece.ssary qualihca ions 

for the exclusion of colonial produce, ‘‘•'f ^e' V'ce ex|dained to them, and the 
wherever it shall enter our territories bv 

•ea. to lay on the same duties by the sam*e ,1*,., ^V'’i 

tariff, which sliall be iti'.'Yili force in onr distress,.,, and the ge- 

priiicipalitv, from the time of the pnbli- Ti’T “i 

cation of tiiis patent. ‘ ** *®8arJ to slnppmg will 

[Here follows the Tariff of the .Vth of I'oswss the ne- 

.August, with some trilling alterations.] .'1" !>'‘*'-^h„iis to emhrace the pre. 

For the purpose of ratiii- this iax\-c . "®* I® •^‘-t “>« I't*- 

h.,.b, di,.., .11 i,.,i,,g in r,2i: “ 

thcir possession colonial produce of any v nu urq/uim ^ u 

kind, shill deliver in an account thereof 

to our Custom-houses established St the — > 

ports of Rostock and Wismar: and \vc 

herehv call upon all officers of „ur revc “«t«UKCn.-.^(«dCC q/ Me ^„„ie relative 
nue. and all- our good and taitl.ful ...ib- 
jectstp render their assistance in enforcing 

this Decree, that ail colonial produce nviy I>y a Drscree of his Majesty the Emperor 
be prevented from entering our territories, of the French, dated Sept. 28, 1810, a 

- - - summons has been given for all sailors to 

Switzerland (Friburq). Regulations, uw ih"™ r *'" • 

relating to English goods. Ihose.tlmelore.inthiscity.^^^ 

•=* * 6 to the Hause Towns, are ordered to comply 

On the evening of the I9tli, the seals with the same, by giving in a list of their 

were removed from the warehouses of the la.st places of abode, that the necessary 
tnerchnnts, and an imucntory was taken steps may be taken. — Also notice is here- 


llAMiiURGii . — Notice of the Senate, relative 
to Sailors Jbr the Ft each Service, 11-/4 
A’or. 1810. 

By a Decree of his Majesty the Emperor 
of the French, dated Sept. 28, 1810, a 
summons has been given for all sailors to 
enlist lhera®.clve3 iii the French marine. 
Those, therefore, in thiscity,and belonging 
to the Haiise Towns, are ordered to comply 
with the same, by giving in a list of their 


of dyed and spun cottons, which hitherto | 
had not been considered as colonial or ' 
English merchandize, since they were 
not expressly named in the tanfs of the 
£th August and 12th September last ; a* 
provisional sequestration w'as also placed 
0T> all English merchandi^, of which the 
quantity is very small. Nowhere have 
more severe measures been taken tl\^n 
here against every kind of English goods. 


by given, that every ohfe who possesses a 
strong ami sound con.stitution, between 
the ages of 22 and 34 jsears, who has for 
at least three years worked upon the 
North Sea or Baltic, in ships of 73 lasts 
burthen, should prepare themselves for 
service. The bounty offered by the Em- 
peror is 90 francs ; and on the part of this 
city an additional sum of 90 francs will 
be given. 
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He <114 411 maintain the n^ht ; but Utkiug tiie e\^»edieney of the ca«:e, couM any thing bo easy 
*' than to supply the vacancy in the .same maniii^ir in wh ch it would be supplied by law m the event of 
** the King's death ? Was it not more expeil ent and more analogous to the Consjitution, to place the 
power there, where hy legal coni sc it would in due time go > W.is not that better than to go ou with ai 
weak and divided Government? Obuld anything be more likely to cramj) anJ paialyse all iba 
'* energies of the country th<tn an executive in such a state ? If it bs irve that the Kingly ( ffice has to(» 
much power, controul it. If the King had more than was nei^essary to animate ex'^rtions ami to reaanl 
*' merit, and to impress crimes Jbv puni'^Iiments, it was as necessary to take It from a King as from sk 
''•Regent.'’ SIR FRANCIS BURDET PS Speecli in Ute House of Commons, 20lh Lee. 1810.' 
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SUMMARY. OF POLITICS. 

Libel Case. Mornirg Post. ^The 

readers of the Register will recollect, that, 
last spring, just after Sir Francis Burdett 
had been, the •aid of an army equal, 
perhaps, to that in Portugal, sent to and 
lodged in the Tower ; just after this me- 
morable event had taken place, the 
venal prints, and especially the Morning 
Post, began its attacks upon Mr. Roger 
O’Connor, who happened to be Jn the 
House of bir Francis at the time when the 
troops gained the victory over the Ho- 
nourable Baronet and his wife and children. 
The venal prints having set the example, 
the brave, the valiant, the highblooded 
ralliers followed it with great alacrity; 
and, for several days, little was heard of in 
the fashionable world but at once stupid 
and malignant insinuations against Mr. 
O’Connor, ail •which were met by that 
Gentleman, who openly and fully refuted 
them, showed the baseness of the motives 
whence they had proceeded, and, in his 
Narrative, published in the Register on 
the 12th of May l^t, introduced to the 
knowledge of the people of England a 
chain of such horrible facts, as to the 
treatment he had experienced, that the 
venal gang seem to have been thereby 
most grievously annoyed. To be revifnged 
on him for this^to work thelVlEAN, MER- 
CENARY, and MALIGNANT crew went 
through the channel of thes venal press. 
No attempts, libwever, did they make to 
answer the Narrative of Mr. O’Connoj; 
but, they went back to the very time, 
when, as Mr. O’Connor complained be 
had been so cruelly persecuted, Sind they 
took the speeches, at that j^ime uttered 
his enemieSt and published them gs proofs 
in opposition to his statements.— ■In one 
of these speeches there was a charge, and 
a false charge, against Ma. Hugh BaU, a 
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most respectable merchant of London, 
whose name, the reader will observe, had 
bej*n mentioned in Ireland, in the speech 
re-pub)is]}cd by the Morning Post, for the 
purpose of doing injury to Mil. O'CoNNOit 
at the time when the spfiech was made. 

It was said, as proof of Mr. 6’Connor’s 
treasonable intentions, that he was ii: cor- 
respondence with Mr. Hugh Bell, wJio had, 
for some time, been confned in England Upon 

a charge of High Treasotu Mr. Bell, 

when he saw this old falshood revived, re- 
solved, it appears, to prosecute the promul- 
gator of it. He, therefore, brought his 
action of damages against one Byrne, who, 
it seems, is the proprietor of the Morning 
Post, in which paper, as being the most , 
venal of the most venal, as being the very 
pri 9 ce of liars and calumnifltors, this foul 
and base and malignant slander was pub- 
lished. It appears, that Mr. Bell was 

arrested upon suspicion, but, that he was im- 
mediately released, and, hence the reader 
will easily believe, that there was not even 
the shadow of a proof against him. Yet 
did the enemies of Mr. O'Connor in^Ire- 
land allcdge that his being in correspon- 
dence with Mr. Bell was a proqf of bis 

being a traitor ! Reader, we yet feel, 

and wc long shall feel, the effects of what 
was done in those days.— The result of 
the Trial will be seen below ; for I have 
subjoined Jto this Summary the fullest re- ^ 
port of it that 1 can find, looking upon it 
as of ver}^ great importance, in many 
points of view, both as to the present and 

to the/Kiwrc. For, as to the thing4tself^ 

though even that is of importance, it is 
nothing at all when compared with the ap* 
plication of it at a future time; that ^limc 
which I confidently hope I shalHive to 
^ see.^— There is, in ihe report of this trial, 

' something that will have given real plea- 
sure to every friend of freedom ; and that is, 
.the conduct, the manly and spii'ited jgbn* 
2R 
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rldct, of Mn. Topping, whose words will 
this day be in ci^ry mouth, and whose 
conduct will not fail to receive universal 
applause. Thjp is the first gleam of spirit 
that 1 huve seen at tfle Bar since Loud 
Erskink left it. Let us hope, that it is 
not a'Trfcrc* gleam; but, when I look at 
ilti' liar, when I si t wiiai it is composed of, 
and what are (lie political baits which arc 
held foilh to it, 1 must confess, thatl have 
but, very little cxpectatioiuif ever seeing «t, 
iiudcM- the present system, any thing better 
than what it now is.—— To Mh. Topping, 
however, the thanks of every man, who 
has any wish that there should be any 
freedom, or any thing like fieedom, left, 
are di^c. He spoke out; and he spoke 

out^m t\\Q. proper place too. ^The answcir 

of the Attorney (iENF.RAL, as* reported in 
the Times, puzzles one as to Ih^ inode of 
expressing one’s feelings at it. It is,how'- 
ever, impossible to help laughing, first at 
seeing this man now the defender of the 
most ^ famous libeller that ever wrote or 
published. Not only was the thing he 
wa.s now defending a falshood; not only 
was it a most foul and malignant slander ; 
not only was it published from the most 
malignant motives ; but, the man who pub- 
lished this libel was, and a notorious 
libeller; a notorious publisher of malign 
nant falslioods ; nay, it was that same 
man, who, in his paj>er of tlie tith of 
October 'ast,^sserted, that ** the Corsican 
Tyrant” [meaning the Emperor of 
rVance] “ and his ministcMti, boasted qf the 
moniitroifs ncs/* for which the unnatural 
wretches of \^re Street had just been pil- 
loried ; and who had the infamy to assert in 
his same paper, that ** I abused the British 
VvLptrsJbrspeakingiUqf such^monsters, and 
*' that I told the people, that it was of no 
" consetjucnce whether th^ were govaited by 
** the Vere Street gang, or by a virtuous 
“ sovereign ami iriiiiisters.’’— -This is 
the man, or these are the men, for 
^ I believe there are two, who conduct 
this venal print; this is^ the man, wAem 
the Attorney General now stood forth to 
d^enS:, against the complaint of an honest 
^entlj^^man who had been foully libelled 

by him. The reader will not fail to 

loolf well at the report of bis speech ; and 
to note down the doctrines there set forth; 
and especially the manner, in which he 
« anndered Mr. Topping. ft is this an- 
swer that is the good Mmg.— — As to his 
being so well hioxm fruni his boyhood up to* 
this day ; there ipay, perhaps, be, and, 1 
dare say, there are, some people who have 
\ 
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known him all that while. Most of us 
have been known all our lives by some 
body or other ; so that there was nothing 
very rare in his case. Like the rest of us, 
his'beginning is known, but there is nothing 
to boast of in that being l^own. If he 
could have foretold his ^nd^nidecd, there 
might have been something worth hearing. 

This same news>paper proprietor, 

defended upon this occasion by the Attor- 
ney General, published, in the same print 
of the I o'th of November last, that all those 
members of the House of Commons, who 
Iwi). on tlie 15th VOTCD AGAINST TiiK 
PtHNlSTER, Jil^ere persons, whose nature 
IS debased by the vile views of faction, and 
whose unmanly feelings -and ungcnerotis 
“ hearts forbid tlieir.sympathy,” in the case 

of lIiH. King. Now, you know, reader, 

tliat Mu. (iALE Jones was sent to Newgale 
for several months, liecau.se lie made it a 
question, whcUier Mr. Yohke had acted 
right, in clearing the Gallery of the House 

of C<jmniOJis. No one has yet noticed 

this articU; of the Morning Post, which 
paper, l»e it observed, highly applauded 

the sending of I Mr. Jones to prison. 

But, what I wish to nail the rcjider’s at- 
tention to, is this fact, that it is the Attor^ 
ney General, who is, in the ca.se of the libel 
on Mr. Bell, the defender of the Morning 
Post. We shall return to this subject 
again ; for, it is of too much importance 
to be let oir with little said about it, and, 
besides it must become a matter oi' future 
discussions, or, if it docs not, it is perfectly 
useless for us to discuss any thing at alh 

Let the whole trunsactioii, therefore, 

be regarded as a thing put upon record 
ioT future use; a tiling to be returned to ; 
a thing that waits for the best and most 
convenient time of using it. But, 1 must 
beg the reader to go through it all; and, 
to be sdre not to omit reading the Judge's 
speech at the end. That speech, abos^^ 
all things, should be borne in mind. It 
should be read over and over; every 
word should be well weighed ; for, hcre^ 
after, it will be found lo be a thing for the 
people at iar^e to understand well — — 
There arc . some men, ifho would fain 
have us think of nothing but of the d angers 
to be apprehended from the schemes of 
Napoleon ; bur, such men are either fools 
or knaves. They are either duped them- 
selves, or they wish to dujae others. We 
are much more interested in what is going 
on in England than in what is going on in 
France or Holland or Italy or in the Con- 
federated iiitates of the Rhine. Never 

* 



1253] DECEMBER 22, I SIO^ Jacobm frUi)ie( 2 s. [1254 


tell me of Napoleon^s fleets while I have 
objects like this trial before my eves. 
What are his fleets and his armies and his 
schemes to us ; what are they, or of what 
consequence can they be, while we have 
the>,c libel trials, while we have such pro- 
ceedings as these now referred to, before 
us. The man is an ideot, if he disinterest- 
edly feel any concern about Napoleon’s 
preparations; if ajl«.suclL concfjrn do not 
shrink quite into 'nothing, while he has 
under his eye transactions a/ home, like 

tliose of whicJi we are ntftv speaking. 

I cannot lielf» writing a W'ord or two here 
upon the manner of Mr.4^11\s proceed- 
ing against this calumnia^^ He did not 
pursue him by w?iy of information or in- 
dictment; he did not prosecute him for 
publishing falsehoods, and at the same 
time leave him no chance of proving his 
innocence; he toek no unfair advantage 
ol' any sort of the foul and malignant as- 
perser of his character ; he appealed to 
the old common law of the land; he 
brought his action against him, for damages; 
he left him at full liberty to justify his 
conduct, by proving that what he had 
done was no turon^ to Mr. Bell ; in short, 
Mr. ]lell put it upon this issue; if what 
you have said be true you are innocent; if 
what you have said he false you are i*uilty, 
Mr. Bell did not shut up the lips of the 
accused, at the moment that he preferred 
an accusation against him. He did not 
tie his hands, while he set others on to 
beat him. He acknowledged, in his mode 
of prosecution, that truth is not a libel. 
——The Morning Post of the 20th has 
the impudence to insinuate; that the Jury 
acted contrary to their consciences, in 
givings verdict of 500 damages. Have 
the men, who wrjtc in this paper, ur 
who publish their lucubrations through it, 
forgotten, that they thought, or at least, 
took occasion to say, that the sentence 
iip6n me was too light.A—Tbe public are 
obliged to Mr. Bell, for pulling out this 
Byrne by the ears, and holding him up 
like a polocat dragged from his hole. 
There is an cissociate of « this reptile, of 
whom we slmll catch hold, before it be 
long, though he thinks himself at this time, 
very safe.- 7 — -I strongly recoitimencT to 
the reader, to peruse, with great attention, 
the whole of the proceedings in this ^ase ; 
for, I repeat it, they are of ten thousand 
times more interest to Englishmen than 
are all the preparations of Napoleon. 

Jacobin Guineas.-— Nor is the case 


of the Jew, De Yonge, a thing to be for* 
gotten. The reader vgll recollect, that, at 
page 162, 1 published an account o5 the 
of this ni nil, who, iiyhe manner re- 
corded at page 1 0t>, was tound — 

Upon the occasion referred to, 1 argued 
the case for the Jew; and to 11*11 •argu- 
ment 1 beg leave to refer the iciuler. — — 
Weil, what was do/ie,to the Jew,who had thus 
been convicted? Nothing at all in tho way 
ot executing dthe law upon him. His 
Counsel, Mr. Marryatt, obtained a re- 
servation of the point of law, and Db 
Yonge was held to bail, in the raean- 
while.— Since that, on the 9th of No- 
vember Mr. Mauryatt moved, (as will 
be seen by the report inserted, in ano- 
ther part of this sheet) for a rule tojshew 
cause why the verdict against De Yonge should 
not be set aside; and, he grounded his mo- 
tion principally upon the arguments made 
use of before by me, at the •place above 
referred to. — —T he Judge (Lord Ellen- 
borough, the same that tried Dc Yonge) 
appears, from ihc Report, to have told JMr. 
Marryatt, that time pressed upon the court 
then ; but that he might taive a rule ; 
that is to say, might argue the matter for 

his client. But (now mark, reader!) 

then rises the Attorney General, and, ac- 
cording to the report, observes, that a 
question, turning upon the same point, 
** had occurred before the Chief Justice 
of the Common Pleas ondhe last Circuit, 
** who had directed it to be put into a case, 
and submitted to the Twelve Judges ** — — 
It appears that he then agreed to delay the 
committal of De Yonge, until the decision 
of the Judges had taken place.— ▼— This 
is*Vhat the news*paper Report of this trial 

says. Upon all these proceedings we . 

ought to keep our eye ; for, as will be 
soon felt, they are connected with, they 
aie interwoven with, the very vitals of 
THE SYSTEM. Great events generally 
begin by trifling things. How many in- 
stances nave wa of this in our hisjtory. 
Jew De YoNqs, unless I am very niuclp 
deceived, is destined to have his name 

handed down to pcj'.terity.- From the 

very first appearance of this case, I was 
convinced oi the importance If 

pushed on, 1 was sure that it wouid end in 
producing or leading to inost important 
consequences. — —Let it be remembered ; 
never let \\ be forgotten, that a tifip wa* 
laid for De Yonge by persons employed for 
the purpose; and, yet, you sec, it is not 
yet finally decided, tlvit the man has coin- 

miUed any crimtai all. -This is the thing 

2R2 
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for the reader to bear in mind, and that 
will, I tiust, be boivie in mind b}' some 
member of parliament, capable of bring- 
ing the maitcv forward in a proper and 
eilcctual way, * 

Proceedings in P\ri.r ament. Kinc\s 
Illness. (Continued limn page 1234.) 

saw, at the place here referred 
lo, that the House of Lords adjourned, op 
the 1 7 ill, to Wednesday, theH 9th, and thaP 
the House of Commons; after having or- 
dered the printing of die Evidence of the 
Physicians, adjourned to Thursday, the 

20lfi inslant. In the mean time the 

Report of the Committees, containing the 
evidence of the Phy.siciaiis, was published; 
and, though that report will, in a fe^ 
days, appear at full length, in the 1st 
Part of the Parliamentary Debates of the 
present Session, ^t will be necessary to 
stale here solne of the principal facts now 
brought to light. It appears, then, from 
this Report, that none of the King\s fa- 
mily have set eyes on him since about the 
29ih of October, but that the Lord Chan- 
cellor (LIdon) and the Minister (Perceval) 
}i(tce been admitted to him more than once. 
It appears," that the King’s eyesight is 
nearly, if not wholly, gone. It appears, 
that he is in ill-health hodilyt OKclusive of 
the disorder of his mind. It appears that 
this disoider has been upon him in some de- 
gree from the third ol October last. And, iji- 
deed, there appears to me, after the read- 
ing of the whole of this Report, to be but 
very little ground to hope for a recovery. 
The Physioiams say^ indeed, that thi;y 
have strong hopes o\ final recovery but, 
it is not their expressions of hope that we 
ought to attend to so much as to the rea- 
sons which they give for that hope ; and, 

I think the reader will agree with me, 
that there u but loo much ground for 
fearing, that thuiv hojie has been built 
upon their loyal wishes rather than upon 
the facts, which they detailed to the Com- 
mittee. Dr. Willis mart's a distinc- 

tion between insanity an<l menial derange- 
ment; and Dr. Bailme talks of the King's 
being hurried. These are tpiiie new 
ideas;. 4. or, at least, they aie new words. 
And, what is ihc use of them? ^Vhen 
pressed hard to say \V H Y the tisual causes 

* Seeing, however, that the Register 
has a wider and more immediate circula- 
tion, J shall, at the end of tliis Summary, 
insert the Examination of Dr. Willis, 
whose evidence is the most interesting. 
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should not, in this case, produce thoir 
usual effects, the Doctors seem not to have 
been very r9ady to answer. Indeed, how 
should they ? For, what is the King, in 
tliis respect, more than a man ? Nature 
has made no exceptions in favour of kings. 
They are flesh and blood and bones as 
well as the meanest of their subjects. All 
attempts, therefore, to make the King's a 
peculiar c&se must f^U with every man 
who has sense enough to comprehend 
common facts, and independence enough 
to draw his conclusions from the evidence 
that i:» satisfachij^ to his own mind.— 
The CouRiEn^Bvs-paper. says, that Dr. 
Willis’s abl^mcl scientific reply to the 
question: ''What is iRe distinction be- 
" tween mental derangement and insanity f* 
will afford a clear view of the nature and 

state of his Majesty's disorder. The 

trutn is, that the Doctc?r's definitions, as 
given in the Report, are any thing hut clear. 
They may puzzle some people ; but, as to 
giving any body clear information, I tbii>h 

that is impossible. .This distinction is, 

too, a discovery : it is quite new ; it nevei 
was heard of before ; and, one cannot 
help being struck with the singularity^ of 
the discovery having been reserved for this 
particular and important occasion.—^ 
The Doctor talks about delirium, that is 
w hat is vulgarly called being light-headed, 
or, as he e.xplained it, that sort of state 
which people are in when they talk in 
their sleep ! And is this all } No, this is 
not all; but, the disorder is, it seems, of 

this cast. Why, reader, there is hardly 

any human being of the age of 20 years, 
who has not, at some time or other, had 
this species of dcliritmu ^What is insa- 

nity ? What is the meaning of that word * 
What is its plain, its received, meaning ? 
It means a want of the use of a person's 
senses. And when we say, that a man 
insane, we mean that he is out qf his senses; 
that bis mind is deprived of its reason. Is 
not this the deplorable and lamented state 
of his Majesty ? And, if iJL be so, of what 
use are scientific distinctions?* And why 
are we to be flattered with the belief, that 
his disorder, w*hich has nov^ lasted more 
than two months, and during which Swe- 
den has been added to France, is some* 
thing of the cast of a delirium, the symp- 
tom of which is the patient's talking in 
his sleep 1 Sir H. Halford is ques- 

tioned thus, relating to the date of the 
commencement of the King's disorder, in 

this instance *' Had you opportuni- 

" ties of seeing the King, before the 25th 
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of October ?— ^Yes; I saw his Majesty 
every day, three times, from the 3rd of Oc- 
" tober.— Did you, in the interval be- 
tween the 3rd and the 25th of October, 
perceive any symptom of indisposition 
** about the King ?— / sometimes tkoug/tt 
" his Majesty* s manner agitated ; but there 
always seemed an occasion of this, in 
*' the report whicl| Was made tespecting 

the Princess Amelia. Was that agi- 

** tation of a nature to excite any particu- 
V lar apprehensions in your mind, with 
" regard to his Majesty’s mental health f 
^No, not at, that time^— Not at any 
lime between the 3rd and the 25th of 
October ? — No. * — Y ou have said, that 
on the 25th -of October, the King was 
not so much mentally indisposed as to 
'' incapacitate him from business, or 
“ amount to meittal derangement, and 
you have said, the King is so indis- 
posed now ; when did the symptoms 
become so urgent as to amount to in* 
** capacity for business, and to establish 
a character of mental derangement ? 
te — His Majesty's sym])toms increased 
rapidly on the 28lh of October." — — 
What other things may have been done, in 
the King's name, since the 3rd of October, 
I' know not ; but, as the public well know, 
the Order of tfte Bath, has been conferred 
upon Marshal Beresford since the '' Vic- 
« tory of Busa^o," the news of which was 
published by our Government on the 14-M 
of October. So that this must necessarily 
have been dohe after the time that Sir 
Henry IlALFOro ** sometimes thought his 

Majesty's manner agitated** Dates are 

often troublesome things; and this date 
of the King’s agitated manner blows up, 
at once, the whole •of the story about the 
Kmg and which, from the 'very out- 
set, 1 looked upon as a fabrication of tlie 
venal prints, but, for what purpose, 1 
could .not tell.— —In the Courier of the 
25 ih of October we were told : “ Our 
beloved Sc^veceign completes the 50th 
« year of his reign to-day, and it will 
'• give the highest satUfaction to every class 
“ of society fo hear, that his Majesty's 
general health (alluding to an excep^on 
with regard to his sighi) is as well as it 
has been at any former period qf his life.** 

^This was published in the Courier in 

the Evening of the 25th, you will observe. 
— - — Not a word was said about any illness 
of the King, till the 30tk, when the venal 
Morning Post told us, that it was “ rejoiced 
** to state, that his Majesty’s indisposition 
<< was only a sUght cold, and that the Lord 
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Chancellor and Mif Jperceval had irons* 

" acted official husinvss uith him the day 

** before.** It yow appears in evidmee 

before the Commiitce, that Sir H. Hal- 
ford had seen him three times be- 

tween the 3rd and the 25th ot‘ October ; 
and, that he became so ill, that none of 
his fiinily could see him, at the very lone 
tsfhen these venal writers w’crc rejoiced 
•■"to state, thaf his imlisposnioii was only a 
" slight cold;*' and tluit on the 25th of Ocl. 
on the very day when fho CouiiiKu told 
us, that his health was as well as at any former 
period of his life, he was, as. is now given 
in evidence, h»*come wholly incr.pable of 
attending to any business whaltWtr, and 
x%a3 in what Doctor Willis calls a slnto of 
mental (lerangcrncnt ^ — I do not point ou^ 
these facts by way ol’ exposing ilio mere 
falshoodsof these venal mrn. 'J’liathas been 
amply done hef>re. The exposure here 
I is of another order; and calls for the por- 
I iicular attention of this abused public. 

I It was on the very same day, the 

memorable 25th of October, that the 
venal prints first put forth the story about 
the King, of which, when it afterwards ap- 
eared that the King was aQlicled with 
is former unhappy malady, they con- 
verted to the use of having produced that 
malady, of being the sole cause of it, 
which, of course, if believed, W’ould be ac- 
companied with the persuasion, that the 
malady was of a temporary nature. Ac- 
cordingly w'hen the fact of the King’s ill- 
ness was forced out by the want of a previous 
step fibr the prorogation o^fhe parliament, 
the Morning Post told us, that it had been 
occasioned by the presenting of the Ring to 
him, the aflecting inscription upon which 
caused him to burst into tears, with the- 
most heart- touching laraenlalioiis.— But, 
we now find, from the evidence published, 
that Sir H. Halford had seen the King 
three times a day from the 3rd of October, 
and had, between that and the 25fh, ob^ 

served that his'maiiner was agitated. 

The exact state of the King, at the time 
when the Oi’dlpr of the Bath v/as conferred 
upon Marshal Beresford, would be worth 
knowing, and will, probably, be Known : 
but, I must confess, that I should think 
it mueh more valuable to get at the 
bottom of, the story about the. Ring, 
which, from the first time I -^aw it in 
the venal prints, appeared to me to be 
not ortly a falshood, but a fabrication of 
the most consummate kind ; a stroke of 
political fraud proceeding from the brain 
of no bungling hypocrite. ~ Though 
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well calculated to deceive people in gene- 
ral, ^his story appeared to me to carry 
falshood and deceit upon the face of it; 
for, was it to be oelieved, that her Majesty 
^ and that the other branches of llie Royal 
family •%Vould be so little mindfol of the 
King as to sufi'er his feelings to be ex- 
posed to such a trial ? And then, the 
Posy, or Motto, upon the Ring, was spokcrl 
of as if it had been instanUy read by Inc 
Majesty, wliich, as the reader will per- 
ceive, vwis impossible; and, is it to be ..be- 
lieved, that the Queen, and the Physicians, 
in attendnnOe, would snlTcr, under such 
rircuinstances,' that Motto to be read to 
him, and especially at a time when Sir 
Henry tlalford who saw' him three times a 
day, could observe in him on agitated man- 
ner? Mo: this is not to be believed; 
\and, therefore, while we leave their objects 
to be guessed at,* we inusi pronounce the 
substance of tliis story tube a sheer fabiica- 
tion on the part of the writers in the iMorn- 

ing Post and Courier. The falshoods, 

published by these prints, relating to the 
King's indisposition; the detected and 
now proven falshoods, must neccssaril}!’ 
produce a very injurious efl'ect, upon the 
public mind, as to the future stages of his 
JVlajesty's disorder, if that disorder should 
lake a favourable turn. For, w'ho would 
believe v/Uai was published in future, until 
proof of it appe'ored as perfect as if given 
in a com t of justice r In short, in theW 
attempts made by the venal prints, there 
has In/’ij more done to injure the King, if 
injury to him fi^m public opinion relating 
to tile state of his mind be possible,* than 
has hern done, or attempted to be done by 
all these w ho, .It any time, have entertained 
the greatest dislike to kingly government 
ill this country.— '-—We will now take a 
short view' of what has, since the publica- 
tion of my last Number, been done in the 
House of Coininoiis, winch, indeed, is no 
other, than a resolution, passed, on the 
- -JMOth instant, after a debate of many hours, 
by a majority of 1 12 (there being* 269 for 
it and 1 37 against it) to prpceed by the 
way of Bill to the appointment of a llegent. 
It IS useless to make any further remarks 
upon this ; for, 1 am not aware of any 
thing that can be said in addition what 
was said thereon in my last, at page 1231- 
But, what is of still greater import- 
ance than the mode of proceeding is, the 
substance of w'hat is to be proposed to the 
Prince as to the limitations talked of; 
and, if the Houses are to proceed by way 
of Bill upon the ground oi precedent; if 
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they are to do this now, because it was in- 
tended to begone in 1788, what reason is 
there that they should not, upon the same 
ground, make a Regency with the limita- 
tions that were then intended to be made ? 

At page 10.36, I entered pretty fully 

into the reasons against those intended 
limitations ; and, though 1 have very nar- 
rowly watched the iienal prints from that 
day to this, I have not seen one single ar-^ 
gument, nor any thing in thp .shape of an 
argument, urged against w'hat 1 there ad- 
vanced. That the limitations, which 

the minister ipiends to propose are the 
samCi or nearly the same, as those sub- 
mitted to his Royal IFghness, atid vob- 
jectecl to by him in 17SS, wc cannot 
doubt, after the speech of Mr. Pcrcev'dl,^ 
in the. House of Commons, on the 20ih 
instant, as that speech- is reported in the 
Morning Chronicle, and fiom which 
speech I here insert an extract : " Be- 
“ fore I proceed to weigh the grounds of 
" prefcience upon these two courses, I 
feel the propriety, as I previously stated, 
** to lay before tlic House a general view 
''of what I intend further to propose in 
" execution of this measure. U is in my 
" view that his Royal Highness the Prince 
"of Wales should be 'kppoiuU d to exer- 
" ci.se the office of Regent, in the name 
“ and on the bchall tf)f his Majcvly, during 
" the continuaiiie of the King'.s indispo- 
" sitioii. That, generally, all ihc powers 
" of the Covcnimeiit should be committed 
“ to his hands. 'Phat to her Majesty the 
“ Queen should he rnt rusted the cure 
•' and guardianship of the Kmg*s person. I 
" think it also necessary that due provi- 
" sions should be made to notify the King^s 
recovery, and chalk, out the course of 
" proceeding by which his Majesty may 
be enabled to rc-assuuie his functions. 
*' These three provisions should have no 
" limit in point of time, except what should 
" arise from the duration of the King's in- 
" disposition. Bui with respect to all the 
" powers of M.ijesty, I do feel that, tak- 
" ing all the ire um stances connected 
" with the King's indisposition into con- 
'■ sideration, a limit should be placed on the 
prerogatives of the crown, when in the hands 
'* of the Regent. It was evident, from the 
" evidence produced before the House, 
" and the state of his Majesty's health in 
" his former disorders, that w^e are to look 
at no distant period for his recovery, 
" although no specific time w'as mentioned 
" by his physicians. The House will 
" also perceive that they have proceeded 
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to ascertain the course and progress of 
** bis Majesty’s present disorder by a 
" rclereiice to his former complaint. 
" And as to that complaint, we have 
“ the luitborily of the late Dr. Willis, 
'' in 17SS, that the shortest period in 
" which in such disorders recovery couM 
be ex|>ected was six wrecks, that 
« the average period* was for fwk'c or six 
months, and that? from twelve mtmlhs to 
" twelve and a hal^Vas the extreme point 
at which, if the most encouraging rymp- 
toms of recovery did not present thein^ 
'' selves, the prospect became almost hope- 
less. Under these circurnstariccs it be- 
came the Tlousa, looking at the proba- 
bilily of his Majesty’s recovery at no 
" distant per^, to ta/ce ample sea/rify for | 
" his compute restoration to the functions qf 
“ hts Royal Authority, That the dignity 
** of the Executive office could not be im- 
paired by any due limitation arising 
from such considerations I most sincere* 
ly feel ; and therefore 1 should think 
that a restriction upon the exercise of 
these powers in the iiands of the Regent 
** for tu'ehe months, most advisable, taking 
care that the limitation should expire 
** during the sitting of Parliament, and at 
least six weeks after it was convened* It j 
** W'ould then be open for Parliament to j 
** reconsider the subject, or if they did not 
think that duty necessary, the termina* 
tioii of the restriction would have the 
advantage of having occurred under the 
** eye and superintendance of the Legislature. 
** Upon these grounds, I think that there 
should be a suspension for the same pe* 
** riod of the^power cf granting any rank or 
‘‘ dignity in the Peerage, with certain cx- 
ceptions. Also^ that all pensions and 
** offices granted should continue only during 
the continuance of the Regent in office, un- 
** less subsequently approved and con* 
firmed by his Majesty. And lastly, that 
“ to her Majesty the Slueen, with the care qf 
** his Royal Person, should he committed .the 
** appointmeAt to the several offices connected 
with his Majesty* s Household, subject to 

« thereconsWleratioii of Arliament.” 

So that the abridgments of the kingly power, 
while ill the hands of his Royal Highness, 
are, in fact, to be substantially thf same 
as those proposed in 178S, and, of course, 
all the arguments urged against them will 
410W apply with equal force. There is a 
diflerence merely in point of duration:' 
the kingly powers now proposed to be 
withheld from the Prince, are to be with- 
held for only twelve months. That’s all. 


Only twelve months, and to expire in six 
weeks after the meeting of the Parlia- 
ment ! Just in the same way as the Bank 
Stoppage Bill. But. ihc^i. the matter is 
to be Qf)€ii to the rc-QOHsidei utioii of the 
two Houses. Thai is to say, tkay, the 
same Houses who have been rooeully sil- 
ting; these same Houses, may, it' they 
choose, still continue the limitations. So 
ijvat the Prince can never know, when he 
is to have his* full powers, though he is 

now nearly about 5i) years of age ! 

But* the limitations for a year muiit be at- 
tended either with harm or good, if wdth 
harm, tlie^wAy run the rislfrof this harm } 

If with good, what argument will it hi* 
possible for the most ingenioDs man 
t<r discover, for taking off those limita- 
tions, wiieiher the power continue in the 
hands of the Prince, or be restored to his 
father ?— This is called a liniited monar- 
chy ; and, it is the opinion of most men 
that 1 have ever conversed with, that, if 
there be a freely chosen House of Com- 
mons, the kingly part of the powers are 
limited enough. But, if they can be fur- 
ther limited ; if it be ibund, that, in prac- 
tice, they arc now more extensive than is 
necessary ; if this be demonstiialcd to the 
people by the experience of a year ; what 
18 to prevent the people froiti calling for 

their diminution in future } Are we 

told, that it is not meant to be shown that 
tflfe powers of the King are too extensive 
generally ; and that, in fact, the proposed 
limitations ar|p meant, on the coiitiary, to 
preserve to the present King, if he should 
recover, the exercise oP certain of the • 
kingly powers, or the revision of the exer- 
cise of them, during a year, or shorter 
period, of his wicflpacify.-— What an 
idea is this ? So ; when the King shall 
again be capable of doing business, he is 
to revise what his son has done ; and to 
annul, or ratify, his grants at bis plea- 
sure ! Prom this how easy and how na- 
tural is the transition to the establishing 
of an annullvUg and ratifying power in the 
two Houses, and at all times f And * 
then we are not many steps from an 
excellent model for a Republican Od- 
vernment .' If the Prince werifto con- 

duct the alFairs of the nation well to the 
end of the year, without the possession os 
those powers, wliirh Mr. Perceval pro*- 
poses to withhold from him, who would 
be the map to propose tlio putti ng of those 
powers into his iiands ? A'^iy, what reason 
would there be for it ? And what reason 
would there be for rsjitoring thoje powert 
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to the King himself^ if he were then to 
recover ? Unless, indeed, it be contend- 
ed, that the Kingly powers ^ are held as 
possessions of hioum, and for hisotiw sake, 
and not as the Prince declared in 17H8, 

** as Uuits for the benrfi of ike people 

According to the proposition of Mr. 

Perceval, the governincnt is to go on for 
a year, if the King should continue inca- 
pable so long, with ce/tain of tlM 
owers wholly withheld from the Prince, 
lit there aic others which he may eT^er- 
CISC subject to the King’s revision, when 
he shall recover. So that, when his Ma- 
jesty shall be' in a state to r^ume the 
i'unctions of royalty, he will have to re- 
vise, under the advice, perhaps, of one set 
of finlnisters, what the Prince ohas done, 
under the advice of another set of nrftnisters. 
This would be well known before hand ; 
.men would not kliow whom they were to 
look to ; all would be weakness, all un- 
certainty ; and that, too, at a time, when 
nothing but rmon and wisdom acting to- 
gether can save the kingdom from irre- 
trievable ruin.— Mft. VVhitjjread, at the 
clasp of an admirable speech, said ; ** The 
Ministers were resolved, to render the 
“.Prince almost a mere pageant, and to 
“ depriye him of the power, which was 
“ necessary to the discharge of his of- 
“ fn e. A certain General said, Give 
“ me an aimy +0,000 men, and if I iii- 
“ vade this country, I shall eilhtr entirety 
“ subdue it, or make it not woith having: 
“ so In like manner the Minister may say, 
“ Give me these resiriciioiis, and if I have 
" not the power, ^ I will at least 7nake power 
worth the having ? Why would you 
*' lie up the hands of the head of the lixe- 
“ rutivo ? Why would you attempt to 
“ shade the splendour of the Throne ? Is 
“ the splendour of the '1 hrone calculated 
“ to make the man who fills that Throne 
“ happy ? No, it can make no matt happ}*-. 

** It exists for the benefit of the na- 

_ “ tion. Is not that Rejijeut completely 
’ “ uqder your subjection ? Can you not 
‘ “ annifiilaie him when you please ? You 
“ niade him with the Great Seal — you 
“ may, annihilate him with the Oreai 
ft — he Tias wo The Parliament 

“has six weeks for consideration* after 
the commencement of a Session of Par- 
“ liament, whether he is again to be con- 
“ tinned with the power with which he is to 
“ be invested. You bring him toyour bar. If 
“ your constitution can go on in this yvay, is 
** a serious consideratim* It may turn out 
wetts but you aib taking a leap in the 
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“ dark. If it walks this course, it will walk 
for ever. Jlic Right Honourable Gen- 
“ ileman talks of Jacobins ; but what Ja- 
“ cobins ever proposed more alarming 
“ measures than this ? He would have 
“ us to preserve the Royal Authority, not 
“Vor the people for whom it was intended, 

“ but for the King. Say, then, that it is for 
“ the King. It is not for the King alone, 

“ but for his successors! Comparing the* 
" Prince with King William, we had cer- 
“ tainly additional reason for confidence 
“ in the Prince. Was there such security 
“ from King William as a King as we have 
“from George Prince of Wales^ that he 
“ will execute the office of Regent with 
“ duty to the people and ^ction to the 
“ King ? Do we know a inotf^elicate hand 
“ than his into which his HoyM Father should 
“ be confided? but he wished that he should 
“ rather be under the guardianship of the 
“ Clueen. In whose guardianship has the 
“ King been these seven weeks ? In the hands 
“ of these usurpers. 1 asked in the Com- 
“ mittec a question of the Physicians, 
“ which, from my being over-ruled, received 
“ no answer. I asked who sent for a certain 
“ Phy&iciaH ? I w as stopped ; but I now 
“ repeat it as important authority. Who 
“ has exercised all the Royal functions 
“ these seven weeks ? Has the Crown no 
“ regal power to hold a Court Martial ; no 
“ power to send a regiment out of the 
“ country r Let them give us an account 
" of themselves. Is this a state in which 
“ things like these ought to go on? Wc 
“ know that he is only accessible by one 
“ sense. Let us reflect, that even when 
“ the King is peifectly well, it is impossible 
** for any luformatim to be conveyed to him, 
“ hut through the mediu^n qf' his Ministers, 
“ and sometimes, perhaps, of his minions.^* 

After this there is little to be said ; 

but, 1 cannot help making one more, ob- 
servation. Suppose, at the end of nine 

or ten months, the King were to die. Away, 
of course, according to the present con- 
stitution of our government, would go all 
the limitations.^ But, what a spectacle 
would this be for the country ? What a 
thing for the people io behold? Their rea- 
soning must lead them in one of these two 
directiuris: either they would look upon 
the Prince as having been thought an tm- 
safe repMUory of the royal powers withheld 
from him, and, if so, how would they Jiktt;. 
its see thosi: p* wers fall, all at once into his 
hands: to see him to-day, under a state, of 
limitation and controul, and to-monoiw, 
without any limitation or controul at all 
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orer him ? What reason, what sense, 
, could they posaibly see in this ?• What 
would they naturally think of a constitu- 
tion, tiiai, one day, wilhheUl certain powers 
from their Chief Magistrate by law, and the 
f next day suilered those same powers to drop 

into his hands? the measure did not 

succeed in causing the people to look upon 
the Prince as an unsafe depository of the 
royal powers withheld fmin him, they 
must of necessity k>ok upon those powers 
as being at all times unnecessary to their 
welfare ; and, if this were their conclu- 
\ sioii, the efiertof the measure, in these 
times especially, need be pointed out to 
no man in his senses? Let it be ob- 

served, too, itia^f||kpowers propowrd to 
Vie withheld froir^^HVincc are precisely 
\ tliose powers, wmen, if once dispensed 
%vnh, lor any length of mmy persons 
' might not wish to sec revived. Tney 
are powers, wdiich give injiucnce to the 
Crown; and the exercise of which im- 
pose, in most cvisca, bw'dens upon the people. 
Methiriks, that ** the Kind's Frieiids** 
should be careful how they gi^e the pt»o- 
ple a practical proof, that the cons]ant 
existence and exercise of such pow’ersare 
not necessary to the well-being of the. na- 
tion. It is sail!, that Ins Uoyal High- 

iiess’.s Brothers have all protested ag oust 
this .scheme of firnitalions ; and no won- 
der; for in it they must see the fate of 
the Kingly government involved. 

\V^. COBBE'IT. 

State Prison, Newgate, 

Friday, 2 1 st Dec, 1810 . 


KING’S ILLNESS. 

Examination of Dr. R?okert Darling 
Willis, a Committee qf the House of' 

Lords and Commons, on the 1 Uh of Dec, 

1810 . 

Has any amendment already taken 
, place in the course of his Majesty’s dis- 
order ; and docs the appearance of such 
amendment continue at present ?r— A con- 
siderable amendment has taken place, 
from the commencement of his Majesty's 
disorder, which still continues. 

What difference is there, if any, be- 
tween the state of his Majesty at present, 
and that in which he was, when you were 
examined before the Privy Council ? — It 
is extremely difficult to measure degrees 
of a complaint of this sort ; the character 
i^of it has, in some measure, changed ; but 
I think his Majesty, upon the whole, full 
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as well now, .\s when I was examined be- 
fore the Pr » y Council. • 

Did j on ever attiiul his Maj^siy before, 
in complaints of this CmdrJ^ln ihe year 
ISOI. ^ \ 

^ Is ilm character of the prescMit 
p1ain^*he .same as that in the year isoi ? 

— Ij; the commencement, it was exactly 
similaj*. 

Htftv in its progA3ss ? — In its progress 
also. 

Do you conceive that his Majesty’s in- 
creased ag*>, since that period, at all 
likely to influence, one way or other, 
his ultimate recovery ? — Judging from 
the symptoms of the case, I h:ivo «iu» 
reason jo think the age will have any in-* 
fluence. • 

Do you tljink the defects of his Majes- 
ty *.s bight will have any inlJticii^e, one 
way or other, on his iiUimate rccovcrv ? 

— 1 think It may be the means of retard- 
ing his recovery, hut not of preventing the 
ultimate recovery. 

Do you think that lii» Maje.sty’s in- 
creased age will ha\c any inlliicncc upon 
the duration of the disorder ? — 1 do not 
consider I hat in thi.s instance, the ag^ will 
have any influence upon the disorder. 

Have you ever met with a case, in 
your practice, tlia' you conbider as paral- 
lel to that of his Majesty ? — If age i.< ne- 
cessary rfo make up the parallel, peiliaps 
not. 

Have you ever knc*wn a person, as old 
as his Majesty, and with ihe .same defect 
of sight, ficcover from a derangement of 
mind ?— 1 have never sren a person, at his 
Majesty’s age, labouring under a similar 
complaint to his Majesty’s, taking all the 
circumstances of the complaint together. 

Ill the general run of case.s, which have 
come within your knowledge, in the 
course of your practice, has increased age, 
ill your opinion, had any influence upon 
the recovery of the patient, or 01 her wise 
— Not where the case was exactly bimiJar 
to his iMajesty’s. 

I understood you to say, you had never 
met with a rase exactly similar to hi.^ 
I>Iaje.sty’s ? — ’faking age, and other cii^- 
cumstances of his -Majesty, into considera- 
tion. 

In the geueraljMin of rases, which havc^ 
come under your observation, do you c;on- 
cei\;e the age of the patient to have bad 
any influence upon hia complaint ? — It 
may be difllcult to answer that questioR, 
without stating the particular species Qf 
his Majesty’s complaint: his iMaif’=^»y’s 
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complaint does/iot apiicar, to me, to be 
Connected with age ; it is a complaint, 
produced b|^ ah accidental circumstance, 
which would have* produced that com- 
plaint, at any time, in his Majesty, during 
tlifT last 22 years. There is no mar^ 
of age in the symptoms; there are none 
of those symptoms, which usually attend 
complaints of that description, arising 
from age ; and it appears to me, there- 
fore, that his Majesty is as likely to re- 
cover, notwithstanding his age, fiK)m this 
complaint, as he would from any other 
accidental complaint he might labour 
under. 

Klave you known several instances of 
persons, who have laboured under de- 
rangement of mind, at particular and dif- 
ferent periods of their lives, with intervals 
between thq dates of derangement ?— 
Several. 

Have you considered such persons, as 
more or less likely to recover, in conse- 
quence of advanc ed age ?-^TIie opinion 
must depend upon the symptoms of the 
case at the time. 

Do yt‘U then consider increased years, 
as a piroumstancc not bearing itself, or 
carr\ iug, in itself, any influence upon a 
complaint of this nature ?— Generally 
‘^pe.iking ago would have a considerable 
mtlueiice ; but no symptoms, which in gene- 
ral arise fioiii age in edher persons, have 
made their appearance m his Majesty ; I 
therefore conclude, that age will have no 
eilect here. 

Do you Voncludc, that age, an an un- 
broken constitution, has no influence upon 
^he probability of recovery, or otherwise, 
from this disorder ?— Provided I saw no 
symptoms of the effect of age in the indi- 
vidual, I should say not. 

Can you at all contemplate in your own 
mind any period in which you think his 
Majesty’s recovery likely ? — No. 

You attended the King in the year 1 80 J, 
for the first time ? — Yes. 

i)id you sign the bulletins that were 
issued in that illness ?— No. 

-Did you see the bulletins that were is- 
sued in that illness ? — Yes, I did. 

Did you concur in the propriety of those 
bulletins, as expressing the real state of 
the King's health to thespublic? — ^Yes, 1 
did. 

Did you concur in the opinion, express- 
ed to the public by the Physicians, by 
the cessation of the bulletins> that the 
King was perfectly recovered ?— To the 
best of my recollection, the King was re- 


covered, and fully capable of doing busi- 
ness; there were some little remains of 
hurry about his Majesty ; nothing further,' 
that I have any recollection of. 

Do you mean to say, that those marks 
of hurry, about his Majesty, were apparent 
at the time the bulletins ceased ; and the 
Physicians thereby announced to the pub- 
lic, that'his Mi^esty was perfectly reco- 
vered ? — The symptoms of hurry, certain- 
ly, occasionally remaiiifcl. 

Were the'^ymptoms of hurry, sucl\ as to 
create a necessity for any restraint upon 
his Majesty, after the bulletins ceased ?— • 
Not till a relapse took place. 

A relapse then, ‘did, in point of fact, 
take place, after th^ji^ess in the year 
1801 ? — A relapse ^^Bplacc, after *.he 
bulletins ceased. 

What interval was there, between the 
cessation of the bulletins and the relapse ? 
—I have no means of ascertaining, at this 
moment, when the bulletins ceased. 

What length of time, do you conceive, 
took place, between the cessation of the 
bulletins arfd the relapse ^ — I have a per- 
fect recollection of the relapse, but I have 
no recollection when the bulletins ceased. 

Between the cessation of the bulletins, 
and the relapse* did his Majesty transact 
public business with his servants ? — His 
Majesty’s servants had acecss to him. 

Had they access, after the usual man- 
ner, without the presence or permission of 
any medical attendant, or any person dc- 
•puted by any medical attendant? — Cer- 
tainly. 

Nobody was ever p^sent, at the time 
the interviews took place between his 
Majesty and his servants ?— -Not to my 
knowledge. * 

When, and where, did the relapse de- 
cidedly shew itself? — At the Queen’s 
house, on the I ^th or 15 th of March. 

By whom was it first perceived ? — I 
really cannot call that to my recollection; 

Had you been in . thf habit of visiting 
the King, occasionally, ‘from the time of 
the cessauon of the bulletins, to the pe- 
riod of the relapse decifledly taking place? 
— 1 had not ceased to see the King daily. 

When did you, yourself, perceive the 
symptoms of a decided relapse in the 
King? — I presume, either on that evening 
or the next morning. 

How long did that relapse continue ?«-« 
But a very short time with any violence. 

How long was it, before bis M^esty 
was restored to the state in which the Pby-' 
siciant had reported him to be perfectly 
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recovered ?— It is impossible for me to What was his state at that time^— Nearly 

charge my memory with the number of in the same stale that the King has been/ 
days, at this distance of time ; to the best for the two or three last days. « 

» of my recollection a few days only. \ Had he passed a good night tole- 

When did you discontinue youmttend- rably good night, not equal to 
, ance on the King, altogether, in the year ceding. 

ISO] ?— On the 3d of June. Do you esteem it an unfavourable cir- 

Had the King’s hurry, which you liave cumstance, that sleep should not be au 
described, entirely ceased before* you tendc^ with its natural ctfect of refresh- 
ceased attending upon t(ie King I think, ment^nd composure, in a malady of the 
not entirely. • nature of that with which the King is af- 

Do ^ou conceive those hdrries were fected only marks the stage of the 
vestiges of and dependent upon the men- complaint, it uniformly takes, pi ice, 

\ tal complaint of the King ? — Certainly. early, in complaints of this description. 

When you speak of the King’s, recovery that sleep does not benefit the mind, it 
fur the purpose of traniSacting public busi- only. recruits the constitution at largo. • 
ness, do you un dj^ tand it in the same Does sleep, now, beneht the King’s? 
way as you would'lpb same words applied mind, more thaA it did in the earlier stages 
to an individual, that he was competent to of this disorder ?— Most undoubtedly. 

' the transaction of all his business, public Docs it benefit his mind, ^ mi:^h as it 
I and private, and to the complete manage- did in the corresponding stages of his 
ment of his affairs Most assuredly. disorder, heretofore I am scarcely able 

*Sincc you ceased to attend the King in to discover the exact parallel situation. 
June, 1801, when were you since called Have you now, or had you lately, under 
to his Majesty ? — On the 6th of last your care, any patients of Uie age of the 
month. • , King ?— Not aflected exactly as his Ma- 

Did not you attend the King in the year jesty is. 

1804<? — No. Have you had any patients, mentally 

Since you have been called in to the deranged, of or about that age? — No, I 
King, do you recollect having objected to think not. 

any proposal made for an interview be- Have you had patients mentally dc- 
tween the King dnd the Lord Chancellor? ranged, of about tlie same age, under your 
—Yes. care :«♦! have had persons un^er stales 

Had you known, that it was intended to of insanity of the King’s age, not perhaps 
propose to the King, to see the Chancellor, under mental derangements similar to the 
should you have objected to his b^ng told ' King’s. 

of it ? — I should, certainly, have objected. What is,the distinction between mental 
^ Do you think tltjit any beneficial effect derangement and insanity ? — The Com- 
was produced, to his Majesty’s mental mittees must be aware of the extreme dif- 
health, by the interview between the King ficulty of giving a definition unpremedita- 
and the Chancellor ?-^N«. ted. 1 will describe the character of the 

Has any prejudicial effect resulted from different states. 1 consider the King’a de- 
it ? — lam not aware that any prejudicial rangementmore nearly allied to deliruni 
effect arose. than insanity ; whenever the irritation in 

' On the qight of the Chancellor seeing his Majesty arises to a certain point, he 
the King, did you see any effect, good or uniformly becomes delirious. In delirium, 

, bs|d, produced, thjit you attributed to the the mind is actively employed upon past 
visit of the Chanclsllor ? — Not that 1 could , impressions, upon objects and former 
attribute to the visit of the Chancellor. scenes, which rapidly pass- in succession 
What was the rAson assigned by the before the mind, resembling in that case. 
Physicians for wishing the King to see the *1 person talking in his sleep. There is alSo 
Chancellor ?— Some of the Physicians had a considerable disturbance in the general 
, formed an idea that the Chancellor would constitution, great restlessness, great want 
have some influence on the King’s mind. of sleep, and total unconsciousness of sua- 
In point of fact, was the King worse rounding objects. Ih insanity, there may 
that night than he had been the preceding beJittIc or no disturbance, apparently, in 
night ? — ^Tfae King had a remarkably good the general constitution ; the mind is oc- 
. night. copied upon some fixed assumed idea, to 

When did you last jsee his Majesty ?— the truth of which, it will pertinaciously 
> This morning about 9 o’clock. ^ 1 adhere, in opposition to the plainest evi* 
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(7ence of its falsity ; and the individual is 
acting, always, upon that false iinprcs. 
sion : in insanity, ^Iso, the mind is awake 
to objects which are present. 'I’aking iri- 
therefore, and delirium, as^ two 
points, I would place derangement qf 
mind somewhere between them. Ilis 
Majesty's illness uniformly partakes 
more of the delirium than of the in;janity. 

])o you mean to say*that the Kingf is at 
any hme unconscictus of surrounding ob- 
jrcts^— When 1 first saw his Majesty, on 
the bih. of November, he was perfectly un- 
conscious.of surrounding objects. 

Was that his slate on Tuesday last ?— 

• W'as iherc derangeuirnt on Tuesday ? — 
There was derangement oii Tuesday. 

Then, on Tuesday, <lid his Majesty’s 
disorder bcaf the characteristic of insanity, 
and on the 6th of November of delirium } 
—It has never borne the character 
of insanity ; it never gets beyond de- 
rangement, according to the scale 1 have 
Just laid down. 

Docs this apply to the illness of IBOl, 
as well as to the present ?— Strictly. 

Wh'at IS the present stale of the King’s 
h(Klily health, in your opinion ? — ^The 
King is far from being in a good state of 
health, at this time. I 

\ve the symptoms of bodily indisposi- 
tion sutiicrent to account fur all the de- 
rangement of mind, which is perceived , 
in his Majesty ? — Fully sufficient to ac- 
count fur the present symptoms of the state 
of his mind: • 

Is there a greater absence of sleep, now, 
than there was a fortnight ago? — For 
six days, there was more regular sleep, 
than there has been for some days past ; 
when 1 say a fortnight, 1 am perhaps not 
quite accurate to the time. 

Do you attach any, and what import- 
ance, to h patient, having previously had 
repeated attacks of mental disorder ? — 
Provided T see no consequences arise 
from the repetition of the disorder, 1 
should attach no importance to it. 

I’ll his Majesty’s case liavc you observed 
aify consequences of the kind you allude, 
to’ ?— 1 have observed none. 

Did not the Chancellor know, before 
was actually introduced to the King, 
that you concurred, upon the whole, in 
thinking it would be better ho should 
the King, than that he should not ?— Hav- 
ing started the objections which 1 did to 
the Chancellor’s admission, 1 proposed 
going over to the King, to see in whatstate 
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of expectation his Majesty was : knowing 
that he had been apprised of the Chan- 
cellor’s visit to Windsor. I found him 
then in such a state of expectation, that it 
was a doubt whether as much irritation 
would not arise from keeping the Chan- 
cellor away, as from admitting him : and 
I therefore assented, as a choice of evils, 
that file Chanc«41ojr should go in. 

flaving stated, that Iiis Majesty’s com- 
plaint is more nearly tailied to delirium 
than insanity ; will you have the gondnesu 
to state, whether, in your opinion, it is on 
that account, more easily cured ? — On that 
account 1 think it much moie easily- 
cured. * 

In your opinion, has the apprehension 
on the mind of a patielft, of the recurrence 
of mental malady after repeated attacks, 
any, and what cilect, in producing a re- 
newal of such attacks ?— It must depend 
very much upon the nature i>f the mind 
of the individual ; no general reasoning 
could be formed on that question. 

Do you think it has on the mind of his 
Majesty r--I have no reason to think that 
it has. 

Are relapses more to be apprclicnded, 
on the recurrence of the malady, than 
after the period of the first attack ?— 1 do 
not know that it is, necessarily, to be 
looked for ; it has cerlaihly taken place 
in this instance. 

If a patient had been under your care, 
more than once, would you not expect the 
return oPthat patient lAore than after the 
first attack ? — Certainly. 


LIBEL TRIAL. 

Action of Mr. Hugh BiiLL mrainst Byrne, 

the proprietor of the Morning PosL 

Trkd at Guildhall, befoie Lord Ellen* 

horow^h. With Dec, 1810. Da?nag€S 

M)L-**Erom the Times, Dec, 20, 1810. 

Mr. Topping staled, that this was an 
action of damages, bronglit by Mr. Hugh 
Bell, a respectable mt rchant of this City, 
against Mv. Nicholas l:^riie, the sole pro- 
prietor of the paper called the Morning 
Post. The defendant was ch.irgcd in the 
declaration ^\uth publishing a false and 
scandalous libel to the injury ot the 
plainlilf’s feelings and character.— The 
learned Counsel, after some general ob- 
servations, went into the history of the 
transaction. About the period when the 
arrest of Sir Francis Burdett engrossed so 
much of the public attention, a corres- 
pondence chiefly consisting of letters and 


political register .— Trial 
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documents under the name of IMr. Roger 
O’(’onnor, had appeared in Cobliett's 
Political Register. An article afffjearcd 
in the Morning Post of the 15th of last 
. May, purporting 'to be an al)stract or re- 
port of the speech of the Attorney-Gcne- 

♦ ral for Ireland, at the time when a motion 
was made in the Irish House of Commons 
relative to Mr. O'Connor and other ^tate 
prisoners, Tlic speed) •comprcdnuideti 
several letters, shewing the connection 
between the Irish State prisoner's and some 

' person* who had attracted the attentioti of 
the Governmout in this country. These 
J letters were followed in the article by 
comments on the characters aili](le<l to ; 
and the comment uttariied to Mr. Bell's 
name in the article, was, that he had been 
confined on a charge of high ireasefh, in Eng- 
• in February, 1 7J1S. This was totally 

untrue; and yet its clftVt upon the cha- 
I racter of a peaceable and respectable man 
must be most serious, if it were not done 
away by the measures which were now 
adopted, at once to clear the plaintiff's 
character and to punish the defendant. 
He (Mr. Topping) knew very iTttle of the 
Morning Post, as it seldom fell in .liKs 
, way ; hut it was apparent, that the circu- 
lation of such a charge, in Loudon, must 
be highly detrimental to any man, in a 
country where reputation was the great 
treasure of a mail. But the character of 
a due regard and obedience to the laws 
and government under which he lived 
was most essential, and it was that im- 
portant branch of cliaVacter that the slander 
of the libeller was intended to cut away. 

* In the present inst<i*ice, there could be no 

defence, lliough there might be a feeble 
attempt at justification. But that would 
sink under the ad vocal and the Jury 

wmuld only have to consider, w’hat should 
lie the compensation to the plaiiUitf. The 
cause was from many circumstances a sin- 

• 'gular one, hut not the least of its singu- 
larities was, that it produced the Attorney- 

^General in the new character, of defender of 
a gross, malicious^ slanderous libel. That 
Learned Counsel hud ^een used to other exer- 
tion of his great powers : he had niyw to act 
the part qf one screening the malevolence of the 
’ libeller. At other times, that Learned Coun- 
* sel was seen, pressing in a different direction, 
and mustering the whole of his strength to beat 
down the cause of the accused. Of these rf- 
forts, one must say, in the sentiment qf shakes- 
peare, ^ 

^ “ O ! it is excellent 

«* To have a giant’s strength ; but it is tyrannous 
T<» use it like a giant.’* 
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However, in the present instance, even 
his powers must fail; defence was a nexv 
feld to him ; he must now perform on a nexo 
instrument; and be wovld probably be 
awkward a performer upon that as he was 
upon the ilageolet case, yesterday. 
present case was, on the part of thr. 
plaintifl*, of the simplest order. A reputa- 
ble man had been traduced — the injury 
had bren oRered through a medium that 
must make it the most extensive. A com- 
pensation for that injury was songht of 
the jury,* and there could be no doubt that 
they would do what justice rcquirCtl. 

A person from the Stamp-oflire at- 
tc^ided to prove the paper of the IJih of 
May. • ^ 

Tlie •part of jhc article to which the 
Counsel for U;e plaintiff particularly re- 
ferred was a letter from Mr. Arthur 
O'Connor to his brother, Mr.*R. €)'Con- 
nor, mentioning that he had disposed of 
some property to Sir Francis Burdeti, and 
pointing out the present plaintiff as the 
agent to whom he had left the conduct of 
the sale, and other particular business of 
the same kind. This was follow'ed by the 
comment of the Irish Attorney-genera/, 
that the persons who were alluded in 
the correspondence were of the most sus- 
picious order, such as Sweeny, a slaio 
prisoner, Hugh Bell, a man who had been 
arrested in London, in Februaryjj,I7‘)S, on 
a cliargt*of high treason, &c. This re- 
port was rc[)rintcd in iheMoining Po.st of 
^the 15th of May last. 

The Attouney-General, on, the pait 
of the deferfdant, said, that as the Counsel 
for the prosecutioii had protessed to give 
a simple statement, it should be met, on 
his part, by a simple defence. The cir- 
cumstances of the publication were few, 
inartificial, and such as must perfectly do 
away the charge of particular malice 
against the pflfntiff. When on an occa- 
sion which was probably fresh in the me- 
mory of the Jury,. Mr. Roger O'Connor 
had brought himself* intq the public eye 
by certain correspondences ; it became 
the habit of his fritmls, to talk of him as 
a man of unimpeached loyalty. Thosi^ 

‘ orrespondent-ie.s weie canvassed m the 
diReieni public priiit.s; and among the 
rest the Morning Post, not having, pro- 
bably, the same entire faith in Mr. O'Coii- * 
nur'.s merits, gave its readers a report of a 
speech spoken bv an eminent I/nv Officer 
in tlie House of Commons of Ireland, 
The report touched upon some circum- 
stances of his connection \viih peraon&iijot 
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highly reputable as loyal ov honest sub- 
jects. This report was taken from the 
Dublin Journal of iome years back. The 
Jury had already |}carcl how far the pre> 
sent plaintiff’s name was animadverted 
Oil** It was merely in a cursory and acci- 
dental manner : without any peculiar allii- 
sion, without any peculiar mark of malice, 
but merely as a part of the current para- 
graph. If the printer had excrcisp^l any 
thing like thought a{fon the subjet t, he 
would probably have omitted tlte plaintiffs 
name. The whole statement wus taken 
from a paper openly published, openly 
circulated, and yet untainted by the 
plaintiff in his zeal for vindication. If 
there ever had been evil in the thing, it 
had been done, and had passed a^ay in 
the years which had since passed. This 
was to be looked to, and to be the great 
coiisidgraticsi with the Jury. TAe trial of 
the malicious intention lay tuith them ; for the 
charge ef malice was only to be substantiated 
hy proof of intention. It was in this sense 
that he (the Attorney-General) was in- 
clined to judge of the language which 
had been so singularly used by the 
Learned Counsel on the opposite side. It 
was impossible not to consider it as ex- 
traordinary, as very extraordinary and 
strange. The proper name for a charge 
of that nature coming against a person in 
his (the Attorncy^-GeneraFs) situation, 
was, slanderous and scandalous ;t but as 
there was, it was to be presumed, no ma- 
licious intention, it should receive an an- 
swer. ^V hat ! toas the charge of professional 
severity, qf pushing hard against* the persons 
accused of libel, to be laid ujton him f The 
whole course of his professional life was be- 
fore the world. He was known from his 
boyhood, and there ims not an hour qf his life 
thM had a slain ujuni it ; he had never pressed 
the law ; he would maCe no other reply 
to the singular and most umiecessary ex- 
pressions which had so hastily escaped the 
Counsel on the opposite side. It was to 
be presumed, there was no malicious in- 
tent in this ; and the plaintiff in the case 
' ought to feel in the same way. * There 
could be no intention to injure him the 
publication of the paper was for a^urpo^e 
with which he had no possible connec- 
tion. There was no imputation of treason 
•meant now to be hxedt^ on the plaintiff. 
He was exonerated from it, and of course 
the injury was nothing. It would be ad- 
mitted, that loyalty was a valuable part 
of the character of a British merchant, or 
of a> British man ; but the Jury would 


consider the desire to injure, and the injury 
done. If they cUme to the question of 
damages, they would make it a short 
one. The case seemed clear, and the Jury 
would proportion their judgment accord- . 
***g*y. 

Mr. Pasley, from the Secretary of ' 
State’s Office, was called to give evidence 
of the warrant for arresting the plaintiO^ 
in March, 179^. 

The warrant was read ; it directed that 
Mr. Hugh Bell, of Chnrter-house-square, 
should be arrested on suspicion of, high- 
treason. The warrant was signed by the 
late Duke of Portland. Mr. Pasley knew 
nothing of the trial of Arthur O’Connor, at “ 
Maidstone. ' 

Cox, a King’s messenger, had received 
the warrant on the 6th of March, 1 799. 
He arrested Mr. Bell at eight o’clock in 
the morning of ibc 7lh of March. He * 
searched the bureau and desks for papers,^ 
and intercepted the prisoner’s letters. At 
eleven, he conveyed his prisoner to the 
Secretary of State’s Office : Mr- Wick- 
ham was there : did not think he saw Mr. 
Caning. * About half past one, prisoner 
was discharged from before the presence 
of the Privy Council. Witness had then 
nothing more to do with him, and heard 
no more of him till this time. 

Mr. Topping, in reply, could not re«' 
press his astonishment ^ the manner in 
which the Attorney-General had taken 
up words which he had used in the open- 
ing statement. It was not becoming a 
man, to bring his personal feelings before 
the Court ; but he would be unfitting his 
station — he would be..unfitting the gown 
he wore, as King’s Counsel— if he could 
be silent under the language which the 
Attorney-General had used. No ; he was 
not to be deterred, he was not to'be in- 
fluenced by the “ vultus instantis lyranni.” 

Scandalous and slanderous !” Did the 
Attorney-General think, he was to stands 
up, and to 

“ Bestride the bar, , 

** Like a Colossus^ whilst Athers 

“ Werc^to walk under his huge legs, and peep 
about, 

** To find themselves dishonourable graves.*' 

No; life was not to be endured on suc!i< 
a covenant. To use the words of the great 
poet again, 

I had as lief not be, as live to he , 

** In' awe of such a thing as inyself.** 

The Attorney -General should be made to 
feel this. It should be a lesson to him 
the longest day he had to live. T* 
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Lord Ellen BOROUGH. Mr. Topping, 
it is i>4^rhaps better not to pursue this 
line. The words which occurred could 
not have been meant so strongly as you 
think. They merely passed as things of 
that kind generally do ; it is painful 
when they excite such notice as at pre* 
sent. 

Mr. Topping. My Ixird, the language 
was not to be end ured,^oi» passed ov6r. I 
owe a vindication to the Court, 1 owe it to 
myself. « 

Lord Ellenborough. I* know, Mr. 
Topping, there is no malignity in your 
disposition. 1 cannot doubt that ; but it 
is belter that things of this kind should go 
to as little length as possible. 

Mr. Topping. My Lord, I have the 
highest deference for the Court : and I 
will not enlarge on what has been said. 
But I know that what fiasses here must go 
forth to the public ; and I ovve it my pro- 
fession, I owe it to myself, to throw oiF so 
degrading an imputation as that thrown 
upon me by the Attorney-general. The 
sentences shall be brief and few. But I 
must not sink before any man^'wbo thinks 
to browbeat me into submission. 

lie then recapitulated the facts of the 
case, and concluded by saying that the 
defendant, from even the justification 
which he had put in, must have been con- 
scious of the fatshood of the charge, and 
that the Jury should consider the case of 
the plaintilfas that which might be their 
own. 

I^rd Ellenborough briefly stated the 
evidence. If it had appeared that the 
warrant was on a charge of high -treason, 
the justification would liave been made 
out, and a verdict must have gone for the 
defendant; but the wanraiit only was, on 
suspicion of high-treason. It was cer- 
tainly improper, that a personas name 
should have been introduced as the plain- 
. tiff’s was j but the Jury would take it 
into their serious consideration, in appor- 
tioning damages, Jioiy the evil was pal- 
liated, by its having been done so lung 
since, by the consideration of the rumour 
having extended dh widely as probably it 
would ever extend. The Dublin Journal 
came over to l.ondon, and was probably 
sometimes in the hands of the present 
Jury ; so that the additional circulation 
by the Morning Post could not have the, 
* effect of much additional injury.. A ver- 
dict must be found for the plaintiff. 

The Jury, without leaving the box, 
^ found for the plaintiff— >X)amRges 500L 


JACOBIN GUINEAS. 

Cqsc of De YoNGt, who was tried in Au/i(u^ 
last, and found guilty of Gui- 

neas ; and whose ^ause come on agaiti, 
in the King's Bench, m the 9ih of No- 
•oember. * * 

Mr. Marryatt moved for a rale to 
shew cause why the verdict in this evue 
shouljl not be set aside, and a verdict for 
the defendant entered. The indictment 
under which the Defendant had been tried, 
chargeef him with purchasing the current 
coin of the kingdom at more Uian the 
current value ; a point had been saved 
by the Noble and l 4 earned Lord who tried 
the cause (Lord Ellenborough,) but after 
the ^rong opinion expressed by hi£ 
lordship, hc^ (mr. Marryatt) felt that he 
must be obliged, in stating the case of his 
Client, to enter into the sut^ct at some 
length— Lord Ellenborough assur^ 
the Learned Counsel, that he was quite 
prepared to change his opinion if he 
should be convinced that it was erroneous. 
—Mb. Marryatt .submitted, that the 5th 
and dth of Edward VI. by which the of- 
fence charged is the exchanging gold or 
>ilver for more in value than such gold or 
silver coin is current for at the time, could 
only be conceived to have reference to a 
former Act of the 23d of Edward III. by 
which it was declared, that it should not 
be lawiul to take in exchange silver for 
gold or gold for silver, receiving more 
than the current value of cither. Who- 
ever did so receive, or exchange, any 
gold or silver coin of the realm, it was 
by the said Act, ejiacted, should forfeit the 
same ; and by the statute of Edward VI. 
besides forfeiture of the coin so exchanged, 
this offence was to be punished by impri- 
sonment fur one year, and by fine, at the 
pleasure of the Court. He admitted that 
the Defendant in this case had received 
for fifty guineas fifty six Bank of England 
notes tor l/. each, and a dollar, valued at 
five shillings, being at the rate of 22^. 
for every guinea. He admitted also, that 
this was an increased sum ab#ve the value 
of a guinea, on the one hand, or that it 
^as a proof of the depreciation of Bank 
notes on the other. But he' submitted, 
that this was no offence.— The que.stion 
here to be considered was, had the De«- 
fendant given more in value of coin for 
coin ?— If he could buy a thiiigt:heapcr for 
coin than otherwise, this was no offence. 
The value of a Bank note was not fixed by 
law— the public were not bound to tjike 
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Bank not^s, nor were they esteeme<l a 
Jegal tender. What then was there to 
hinder any man from saying for w hat va 
Ine or coi^ideratiati he would takv it ? 
This was clearly the interpretation to he 
the Act of Edtvard VI. as ofunieci- 
ing it with the stafuic of Edward III., ih^ 
former statute not Jiiflicting any new pro- 
hibitioih hut ^uly superadding penaliies to 
those contained in the former Act r Th*- 
statute does not say, that these peifalties 
k'liail attach if a man takes or gives goods 
or notes for more than their curretit value, 
hut corrfnies itself to the case where a man 
may take more than its value for the cur- 
rent coin of the realm.— Loiti) Elleniio- 
^ro^'gh said, that the Court would be glad 
to hear the Learned Counsel f irtjier on 
this point, if the time did not press. This 
was a motion of great importance, and the 
Learned Gehtlcman might take his rule. — 
Mr. M\ruyatt then stated, that the Acts 
which had a bearing on this case were nu- 
merous, being more than ten in number. and 
at the time these Acts were passed Bank 
notes had no existence. — It was then or- 
dered that the Defendant should remain at 
liberty, on bail, till the (juestioii should 
be fmally determined. — ’Ihe Attorn hv 
Oencral stated, that a case which had 
been tried before Sir .Tames Mansfield, in 
{Slaffordshire, and which involved the 
.same question, had by his Lordship been 
reserved for argument before thepTwelve 
.ludges. He thought it might he conve- 
iiieiit that both cases might be argued at 
the same time. — Mr. Marrvatt agreed,' 
that his Client should be personally in at- 
tendance at this argument, and thus the 
motion was disposed of. 


OFFICIAL PAPER, 

Swedes. ^D eclaration against England and 
English Trade, Nov. 19, 1810. 

We, Charles Xlll.‘&c. &c. &c. make 
known ; whereas in order to maintain our 
relations v«^th his Majesty the Emperor 
of the French; &c. &c. we have been in- 
duced to declare War, and to break offal.' 
commerce and other communication be- 
tween our Kingdom and the United King- 
*dom of Great Britain and Irelsyid ; we 


have accordingly ordered, as we do here- 
by order and enjoin, That in cilhc, con- 
rary to oor expectation, any English 
VI hse! or ve.'isels should at present iii 
any of the ports of our Kingdom, such 
v. ssel or vcs^dls shall irnmedialely be de- 
tained. And, with a due observance of 
w halt VC r has been enacted in the De- 
crees already issued in this respect, we 
do order, that*'nq English ships of war, 
merchant ship.s, and, without exception, 
all V* Is corning' frpm Great Britain, 
her Colonies, and the Slates und^r her 
iminediaie fjovernmcnt,'or carrying goods 
being of the produce or manufacture of, 

(»r belonging to, the Crown of Great Bri- - 
tain and her subjects, shall not, under the 
severest responsibility, be permitted to 
enter any Swedish port. — And confornia- 
ble to the measures adopted in other 
States on the Continent against the ini- - 
portation of English colonial goods, we ^ 
are graciously pleased to order, that such 
gootfs must not, from any town or place 
ill our Kingdom, after this our gracious 
Decree shall have been duly made known 
there, be exported to foreign places on 
the Continent, — Accordingly, and as the 
stock of colonial goods now in the King- 
dom is sufficient for some time for" the * 
w'arit of our subjects, we have thought it 
necessary to prohibit all importation into ‘ 
the Kingdom of such goods, or colonial 
goods of whatever origin the same may 
be, or under whatever flag they may ar- 
rive.— And, therefore, after the publica- 
tion of this Decree, no vessel whatever, 
laden with colonial goods, shall be per- 
niitied to put into any. Swedish harbour. 

For the rest we shall separately order a 
due and careful investigation to be made, 
in order to a.vcertain whether, and to what 
extent, English or colonial goods, after 
the 23rd of April, have, under any flag 
whatever, b' en illegally imported into 
the Kingdom ; and we will then order , • 
how, ai\u m what manner, the ^aid goods 
shall be legally d^tposed of And the 
concerned high and low- Officers and ser- ' 
vaiits rir«* to pay due attention that what 
has thus hi en urdered^with respect to the 
first and sdnnd aiticic i>e carrietl into 
execution —Given in the Palace of Stuck- > 
holm, the 19th day of Moveniber, 1810. 

Charles. 


PttbVisliedby K. BAQSHAW, Bryil^es-Slreei. Coveut - tiarueo : — Sold a ’so by .1. KUUt>, Pal|-Mall» Vv 

to W DOW Winted by T. C. Hiusird, Ptrterboonich*Coui i, FtrcNatrcei. ^ 



COBBETFS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER! 

_ 

Voi,.XVlIMio.40.] LONDON. WEDNESDAY, DECEMBEr7«, J810. [Prie* l7. 


** Legal Teaden b%ve been the cause ef the overthrow of every financial system into vhiah they 
** have been introduced.’^— Essay on America^ Paper money. 
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PAPER AGAINST GOlb: 

BEINQ AN EXAMINATION 
OP TUB 

Report of the Bullion Committee: 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO TUB . • 

TRADESMEN AND FARMER^ 

• \ 

IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 


Letter XXIL 

TTie question of Legal Teqider in Bank of 
England Notes^Two Letters received from 
Correspondents as to the trw construction and 
practice qf the Act qf far the 

Bank qf England Notes are a legal tender — 
Tliep are so as far as relates to debts due from 
the Bank qf England including the Dividends 
^Not so with regard to debts and contracts 
bettvcen man and imn-^Any holder qf a Country 
Bank-note may compel the payment qf it in 
the Coin qf the hfagdom — This proved by^the 
decision in the Oise of Grigby against Oakes 
— The opinions qf the four Judges in that 
Case — TAc jusiice qf this decision — The rea* 
son why people have not hitherto compelled the 
Country Bankers to pqy their notes in coin. 

Gentlemen, 

The proposed subject of this Letter, was, 
an inquiry into rate qf the depreciation qf 
the paper^money ; but, two letters, which i 
have received, in the last six days, the one 
.from Glasgow and* the other from the neigh- 
bourhood of Exeter, induce me to devote 
this present Letter to the* answering of 
them, they bemg upon the very important i 
subject of the legal tender. • < 

The writer of the first letter expresses 
his doubts as to the correctness of my expo- 
sition of the Bank Stoppage, or Restriction 
Act, (See Letter XVI, page 90S,) and his« 
wishes that I would give him my opinion 
a^D, after having taken time to revise 
wntt 1 before said upon this part of the 


si^ject. My correspondent near Exeteri 
wno tells me that he is a farf/ter, thanks me 
for the useful information that he is so good 
as te say he has received from this series of 
Letters, and begs me, in a \ery earnest 
manner, to tell him, whether J am quite sure, 
that I was correct, ^when 1 said, that any 
holder of Country Bank notes might compel 
tfu payment qf them in gold and silver. d3oth 
these geiitihmen have put their names to 
their letters ; but, as the same doubts and 
uncertainties may have qpeurred to others 
of my readers, I shall give n *y answer in 
this public manner, and, after having so 
done, there will, I trust, remain no doubt 
or uncertainty at all. 

I stated to you, Gentlemen, in Letter 
XVI, that, as far as related to debts due 
from the Bank qf England, the nqtes of that 
Bank were, by the Act of 17Q7, called the 
Bank Stoppage, or Restriction, Act, made a 
legal tender ; that is to say, that the creditor 
was compelled to take those notes in pay* 
mesit, or to go without any b^iyment at all. 
If, for instance, any one of you has a Bank 
of England note of ten pounds, and carry it 
to Threadneedle Street for payment, tba 
BankvCompany may confi)el you lo take 
other of their notes in payment, or, they 
niay, if you refuse such notes in payment, 
refuse you payment in any thing else. 

It is the same with regard to the pay- 
ment of the dividends, that is to say, the 
interest of the Stocks or Funds. If, for in* 
stance, our neighbour. Grizzle Green- 
horn, when, she goes to receive her half- 
year's interest*upon her Stock, which, you 
know, is paid her by the Bank Con»pany, 
were to say ; " pay me .in good gold and 
** silver,” would, or might, receive for an* 
swer, an assertion, that the law, the^Act of 
1797, protected the Bank Company agaiiiH 
^Buch an unreasonable demand. In a word, 
"the Bank Company might refuse,- abso^- 
lutely refuse, to pay her interest ki; any 
thing but their own promissory notes f 
and, then, if she tendered them thosto pro- 
missory notes tor payment, they might re- 
fuse to pay them in any thing but oihm of 
2S 
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their own hotf4 ; that h to say « they would 
be ready to give her fresh promises to pay 
in iTieu of the promises to pay which they 
had given hercbefore but, she could not 
compel them to give her one shilling's 
worth pf gold or silver, except there might 
be doe to her, in the way of interest, any 
fractional part qf a pound. 

Thus far, then, the Bank Compai^’s 
notes are a legal tender. And, in the aitatrs 
between man and man, if such notes be 
once and received in payo^ent of 

any debt whatever, they are, qfier such 
acceptance and receipt, to*be considered 
as a legal payment Hi that case. If, for 
instance, 1 owe my neighbour a hundred 
pounds, and tender him Bank of Englgncl 
notes in payment, and he redHve them in 
payment to the amount of the sum due to 
him, he is^ paid^ I am acquitted of my 
debu; he cannot afterwards sue me for the 
debt, upon the ground, that 1 have not 
paid him num^, as he might do in the case 
of other promissory notes, if there were no 
particular agreement to bar him. 

But, here the legal tender of Bank of 
England notes stops. They are not yet, in 
any other case, put upon a footing with 
money. As to all the transactions be- 
tween man and man, except in the above 
circumstances, which -can occur only 
where the Baiflc of England itself is a party, 
no person is obliged to take Bank of Eng- 
land Notes in payment of any debt, or 
legal demand. And, this U a thing well 
worthy of the attention of all those, who 
have it in contemplation to enter into con- 
tracts which are to have a future operation ; 
for, if the value of gold and silver, com- 
pared with that of Bank notes, should 
continue to increase, those who now make 
contracts for payments to be made some 
yeArs hence, should bear it constantly in 
mind,, that the party to whom they will 
^ have to make such payment, will, at all 
thnes, have it in his powe^- to insist upon 
gold ccdn in pe^tnau. 

If this be the law, without any other ex- 
ceptifftirtban those above named, it fol- 
lowS| oS course, that I can have not the 
least hesitation in telling my Devenshir<^ 
correspondent, that 1 am quise sure, that 
any holder of a Comtry Bank note has it, 
gt all times, in his power to compel the 
jn^mint ^ ii in gotd or silver coin from the 
Kin^emint and «f full toeight and duefina- 
new* 1 know> that a diBhrcnt notion Jias 


prevailed; and, I have heard it 'sard, or 
seen it stated in print, that this compulsion 
cannot bo effected ; because, it has been 
said, if you were to bring your ac- 
tion of debt against Paperkite and Co. 
they would pay the amount into Court in 
Jktnk of England notes; and that, upon 
proof of their having done this being pro- 
duced, the Court would stop the proceed- 
ings, or^at least, titrow all the costs there- 
after incurred, upon you. 

• /■ 

This would,' indeed, make the Bank of 
England notes a legal tender m/ocr, though 
not in laxa;^ or, in other words, it would 
make an Act of Parliament a mere delu- 
sion, a shuffle, a cheat, a base premedi- 
tated fraud. But, this is all a mistake; it 
is not founded in fact; the Courts would 
attempt to do no such thing ; for, if one 
could, in any^case, suppose the inclination 
to exist in the mind of a Judge, he would 
not do it, nor think of it, in the face oL 
what has already been done. g 

The question has been decided, and that, 
too, with all possible solemnity, as will 
appear .from the case which 1 ans now 
about to lay before you, and the perusal 
of which, will remove all doubts whatever 
upon the subject. There appears to have 
been no doubt about the letter of the law, 
in the mind of either of my^ correspond- 
ents ; but they both doubt of ils interpret a* 
tion m the Courts ; and the last mentioned 
gentleman says, that, though upon- the 
fadk of the Act, there is nothing to warrant 
the supposition, that a holder of a Country 
Bank note could not compel the payment 
of it in gold and silver, yetiie thinks, that 
such holder would, by the judicial construc- 
tion of the Act, be defeated in any attempt 
to compel such payment ; and, be seems to 
think, that this is pretty clearly demon- 
strated in the fact (as he supposes it to 
be), that no one has ever yet attempted to 
^compel Country Bankers to pay theif notes 
in gold and silver. • c 

Ue will, doubtless, be surprised' to Bod, 
that the attempt has not only been madr, 
bpt that it fully succeeded: In the year 
1801, four years after the Bank Stoppage, 
or Riiirtriction, Act was passed, .a Mr. 
tiaiGBY, in the county of Suflfolk, went to 
the B'Auk Shop of Messihk Oakes and COk 
, of St. Edmurids Bury, and, in presenting 
them one of their own Five Guinea notes 
for payment, demanded money. The 
Bankeis tendered him afiee pound Bank tf 
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England note, and five thittings, which he 
refused to receive* saying, that the five 
pouml Baiilc of England note was not 
monty, and that be would not take it. 
The Bankers told him, that, if he wanted 
specie for his accommodation, they would 
let him have it. He declined to receive 
it in that way ; he said that he stored in 
no need of it as an accommodation ; that he 
demanded it as a righfi; and thaf, iinles.^ 
they paid him in the coin of the kingdom, 
he would briug»an action of debt against 
thw* Upon this ground tfit^y refused him 
payment in coin, whortupnn he brought 
his aciion and obtained a verdict in his 
favour at the Assizes ; but the question of 
laxo was, upon tho ftfOtii)n of the Defend- 
ant's counsel, reserved for decision by the 
Judges; and tlie the Kepoit 

oftheCase, asargued before, ‘and determin- 
ed by the four Judgtis, of the Cociir oi* 
Common Plk\s, on tho lOih of Nov. ISOl. 

** Grig 3Y against Ovkgs and Another. 
— This was an action on a promissory 
** note ; the Defendants as to all but five 
guineas pleaded non astumpsermt, and 
as to the remaining fivc^ guineas they 
** pleaded a tender. The cause <;ame on 
to be tried at the Summer Assizes for 
" Sufibik, before Mr. Baron Hoiham, 

« when a verdict was found for the 
Plaintiff', with one shilling damages, 
subject to* the opinion of the Court 
" upon the following case. The De- 
fendants are Bankers at Bury St. Ed- 
tnunds, and issued the note in question 
** for five guineas, payable on demand*to 
''the /bearer. On the 31 st of January 
last, the Plaintiff carried several notes 
" to the shop of the Defendant, and dc- 
" manded payment. He first presented 
" Other notes, to the a.uount of 50 gui- 
" neas, for which he received payment, 
" partly in Bank of England notes and 
" partly in cash, the cash being ten pounds, 
" and being the proportion of money they 
" usually pay. He then presented tiu? 
" note in question^ for which the Defend- 
ants tendered in payment a 51. Bank of 
" England note and five shillings in silver. 

•• This the Plaintiff refused on the ground 
H that the lender was partly h\ a Bank 
" England note,, objecting ut such note, 
and insisted on being paid wholly in 
*' money. The Defendants refused to 
"pay wholly in, money. The Plaintiff 
" did not at the time say he wanted , 
" money for his own particular accom- 
" modation, but stated that he came oif 
" purpose to have cash for the note, or 


" to bring an actioif if payment in money 
" was refused. • 

"The question for the opinion of^he 
" Court was, Whe^Jier under the cirt um* 

" stances before stated, the IMaiiuiff w^is 
" eiititleil to recover ? ^ 

" Sn! 7 Vdn/SHCPHfiRD,for the Defendants, 

" argued, that though unquestionably pre- 
" vious to the passiing of the 37 C-ieo. 3, c. 

" J5, commonly called the' Bank Act, a 
"^>aiik note woRld not have been a legal 
" tender, yet that, since the passing of the 
" above act such notes must be considered 
" as cash, for that the necessary consc- 
" qurnce of ihTe above act b»;iiig to absorb 
" a vast proportion of the aciuul ca-<h of 
" the country, the Lf^gislatuio must have 
" iptended to give a new rhai..cter to 
'* bank not«A by way of sub^iitute ; that 
" they had 9pec<fic'illy decla.cd thf>m to 
" be a good tender so as ip pre veut an ar- 
" rest, and yet if the same spirit which ac- 
" tuated the present Plaintiff in the com- 
" mcncement of this action was to con- 
" tinue to influence his conduct, and that 
" of others also, a Defendant, though' ex- 
" empted from arrest, might ultimately bo 
" taken in execution, though ready to pay 
" in bank notes, since he migfy possibly 
" be unable to satisfy the judgiuent ob* 
" tained against him altogether in money; 
" because even if a sale of bis goods look 
" place, the Sberifl' might, not be able to 
" avoid receiving a large proportion of 
" bank notes from the purenasers ; that, 
" indeed, in some respects, bank notes 
" were privileged by the 37 Geo. 3, c. 45; 

beyond cash, inasmuch "as a tender of 
" them in satisfaction of a debt operabKl 
" to discharge c party from arrest, which 
" was not the case with a tender of money*. 
" which must be pleaded in bar ; and 
" that no contrary inference could bo 
" drawn from the bth section of the act, 
" which declared payments in bank notes 
" to be equivalent to payments in cash, if 
" made and .accepted as such, because^ 
" that roust have been the case before the* 
" passing of the act, and Iheretore that 
" clause must be deemed nugatory.' 

" Setjeant Sellon, on the other side^ was 
" atopped by the Court. 

" Lord A lvanley, ( Ckitf Justice). — The 
" question for the Court to decide is a 
" mere que^ion of law, arising, as [t has 
« been contended- , out of the provisions of 
" the 37 Geo. 3. c ,'45. In fact we are 
" called upon to- lay whether it follows as 
" a necessary consequence from that act, 
" that a tender in bank notes is gQuivaient 
2 S 3 
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•^to a tender in money ? . It may be Tory 
true that individyaU may be occasion- 
•• Ally subjSscted to great inconveniences 
** from the opgra^on of that act ; hut are 
** we therefore to saythai the Legi:«lature 
•• has ejiacted that which the provisions of 
the act do not warrant ? If we were at 
** liberty to refer to our own private know- 
ledge of the language that was held in 
ParViament while this act was pendjpg, 
•• no doubt could be entertained upon the 
subject. We know that it was very 
much canvassed at that time. Whether 
or not the Legislature ought to go the 
length ot ^declaring bank notes a good 
legal tender ? If, therefore, it had been 
•* intended by the Legislature so to make 
•• them, that intention would have hpen 
expressed in such clear tfirnis that no 
•< question could have arisen \ipoii the 
•• subject. ]nc(yed, it is expressly pro- 
" vided, in the 2nd section of the act, that 
if the Governor and Company of the 
** Bank of England shall be sued on any 
•• of their notes, or tor any sum of money, 
" p^ypient of which in their notes the 
** party suing refuses to accept, they may 
•• apply to the Court in which such pro- 
ceedings are instituted, to stay proceed- 
*< ings during such time as they are re- 
*• stricted from paying in cash. But with 
ft respect to individuals it was not intended 
to prevent any creditor, who should be 
•• so' disposed,* from captiously demanding 
a payment in money, though such a 
** creditor is deprived qf the benefit of ar- 
resting his debtor. Thank God, few 
•• such creditors as the present PlaintifF 
have been foupd since the passing of the 
act ! But yet, whatever^^inconveniences 
*' may arise, and to ^whatever length they 
may go, P^lianient and not this Court 
•i most be applied to for a remedy. In- 
*9 convenience arising from the opcratii>n 
of an act of Parliament, can be no 
ground of argument in a Court of law ; 
V and even if it were, still I should enter- 
' *9 tajn no doubt, that it was the intention 
** oC,lhe Legislature to make bank notes a 
** legal payment only in certain cases by 
** tnm expressed, and that in all other 
M cases they should remain upon the 
tame footing upon which they stood be- 
fore the act, except as to the exemption 
fro|jti arrest, which they qfford to the 
** party tendering them in payment. The 
** 8th section of the act, which has been 
treated as nugatory in the argument, 
** however it may enact nothing new, still 
appears to mjB pregnant with the inten- 


** tiohiof parliament, and to speak loudly 
the resolution not to alter the character 
'' of bauli notes, but in those cases which 
are specially provided for. Without 
** however referring lo any of those ape- 
cilic clauses, and arguing from them as 
to the intent of the Legislature, 1 should 
** be clearly of opinion, that the present 
Plaitittd'i§ entitled to our judgment in 
his fafour. • , 

*' Judge Heath. I am of the same opi- 
nion. The question foi^ us to decide is, 
whether a fender in Bank notes is a 
99 good legal tender ? Now the 37 Geo, 
** 3. c. 43. appears to me to negative that 
'' question ; for the several provisions of 
** the act making thedi a good legal ten- 
" der ill certain excepted cases, excludrs 
** the idea of <their being so generally in 
cases not provided lor by the act. It 
** has been argued, however, that the ope- 
'' ration of the act will in many cases ho 
'' very injurious, uiflcss we determine it 
to be a necessary inference from the 
act that Bank notes were intended by 
'' the Legislature to be put upon the same 
footing as ensh. But whatever incon- 
** veniences may arise, the Courts of Law 
cannot apply a remedy. I think, 
** indeed, the Legislature acted wisely, 
** having the recent example of France 
before their eyes, to avoid making bank 
'' notes a legal tender ; for fn France we 
** know that legislative provisions of that 
** kind in favour of paper currency only 
" tended to depreciate the paper it was de- 
Signed toprotect,and w^e ultimately re- 
pealed, as injurious in their nature.'^ 
Judge Rooke. 1 am of the same 
opinion." 

Judge Chambhe. This case appears 
'' to me almost too plain for argu- 
ment. It has been thought that the 
** Courts went a great way in holding 
9* a tender in bank notes to be a good (en- 
der, if not objected to at the time. 
99 Certainly that was an innovation ; 
99 though perhaps a bene&cial one. But 
99 the act imon which the present question 
99 arises affords nothing but arguments 
** against the inference attempted to be 
drawn by it. Surely the observation 
*'th;it in some respects the Legislature 
99 have put bank notes on a more favoura- 
99 blc footing than cash, leads to a con- 
" elusion directly contrary to that which 
, 99 it was intended to support. If the Le- 
99 gislature have not gone far enough it is 
^9 for them, not for us, to remedy the de- 
99 feet. Indeed, by malung bank notes a 
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^ goofl tender in certain cases, specifically 
'* provided for, they appear to me tb have 
''.negatived the construction we are now 
" desired to put upon the act.*’ 

If s 

It will hardly be doubted, that I have« 
copied this report with great care. 1 
have, indeed, given every word of it; but, 
for the satisfaction of ifty correspondents, 
to whom 1 am really obliged for their 
inquiries, I w^ilW add, that the report is 
taken from a well known l!aw>Book, en- 
titled, " Bosanquet's and Puller’s Reports 
" of Cases argued and determined in the 
" Court of Common Pleas and Exchequer 
" Chamber and in the FIous^ of l^rds, from 
" Michaelmas Term, in the 40th year of 
" the reign of George 111. (J799) to Mi- 
" chaelmasTerm, in the 42nd Year of the 
" same reign (180 1,) 'both inclusive.” 

After reading this report, there cannot 
remain, in the mind of any man, the 
smallest doubt upon this subject. Here is 
the fact, in practice as well as in theor}'', 
clearly established, that anjr holdec of a 
Countty Bank note, payable to bearer on 
demand, or the holder of .any such note, 
except of the Bank of England, may, at 
any time, when he pleases, demand pay- 
ment of such note in the gold and silver 
coin issued from the King’s mint, that 
coin being of legal weight and fineness. 
And, if such payment be refused, upon 
demand, the holder of such note may im- 
mediately proceed to sue for such pa*y- 
inent, which, if the party sued has the 
means, he mustsfinally pay in coin, toge- 
ther with full costs of suit.* 

And, indeed, if thik w^as not the law, 
the Bank of England notes would be a 
legal tender to ail intents and purposes; 
for, the issuers of these notes being pro- 
tected by law against the holders of them, 
the holder of a Country Bank note would 
have no claim^poii the Country Banker, 
or upon any’ body else, for coin. The 
man who chooses to take a Bank of Eng- 
land note, docs it knowing that he cannot 


* The shilling damages, mentioned in 
the first part of the above Repbrt, is mere- 
ly the nominal damages, which it is the 
custom to lay, in cases where the object, 
as in this case, is to ascertain the question 
of right. But, the Piaintilf had his costs 
ff mi in this case, as every other plain- 
tiff must have, ' who brings an action 
in a similar way, and on similar grounds. 


force any one to pays him its nominal 
amount in coin; and, therefore ifhecbo&ae 
to take it, he has np reason to complain. 
Persons, who buy Stock, kncfia that they 
are to be paid their ititerest in IJank of 
England notes ; and, therefore, they have 
no reason to complain. But, if either of 
you sell your corn or your wool, and lake 
a Qmntry Bank note /or it, that is to say, 
tha promissory kiote of your neighbour, 
you expect to have the real worth of your 
corn,* or your wool ; and, of course, you 
expect to be paid by your neighbour in 
the real money ' of the kingdom^ which mo- 
ney, as 1 have now shewn you, you have 
a legal, as well as a moral, right *10 de- 
mand. • 

• 

Lest any one should raise a doubt upon 
the circumstance of Mr* Grigby’b de- 
mand having been founded upon a note 
given for guineas instead of pounds, 1 beg 
you to observe, that this ctrcumstance 
was not even alluded to by either of the 
Judges, or by the Counsel who argued 
against Mr. Grigby. You will perceive, 
besides, that the Judges speak ^nerally 
of all debts, except those only duc^from the 
Bank of England itself. The decision » 
founded upon the broad principle, that 
Bank of England notes may be refused tis 
all Ciases, except only those wherein tha 
Bank of England itself is the dedtor, including 
the dividends upon the National Debt, and 
there the Bank is regarded as the debtor ta 
the Stock holder. 

• 

It is also worthy of your observation, 
that, though the Chief Justice seemed to 
think, that it might become necessary to 
make the Bank of England Notes a legal 
tender in all cases, another of the Judges 
cxpre.ssed himself as decidedly of opinion, 
that such a measure would be both unjust 
and impolitic; and, indeed, that it would 
be, in part, at least, to imitate the mea- ^ 
sure.s of Rores^bire, who comlpelled tko 
people of France to take paper-money 
aponpainqf death. 

If it should be asked, why other persons 
have not done as Mr. Grigby did, the an- 
swer is, that the peoi>le of this rouniry, 
generally speaking, nave realiy thought, 
that, by the Act or 1 797 , the Bank of Eng- 
land notes were made, to al intenrs and 
, purposes, a legal tendtfr, and, of course, that,' 
if a man refused to take them in payment, 
he had not the means of forcing the debtor 
to pay him in any other sort of thing* 
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N^r is this genersAly prevailing error to‘ 
be mucli wondered at, seeing what were 
the meim inad% use at the time of the 
Bank stoppage. When you reflect upon 
the tai|K)US mating and resoiutions at the 
Mmnou^House in London, the secret his- 
tory of which I have given you.' When 
you reflect upon the effect of these Reso- 
lutions, issued under the signature of^he 
. Loed Mayoic; followed, as^hey immediafe^ 
]y were by Resolutions, ofasimilar purport, 
from the Privy Council, and fioid the 
Justices atsetnbled in Quarter SessionM, in 
the several counties. When you reflect 
on the qfficiul manner, and the authoritative 
air of *Blt these promulgations, you will 
cease to w'onder, that the Resolutions to 
take and pay the paper of th^ Lank of 
England were, by the mass of the people, 
regarded a^ liawng the force of law. 

* 

Nowt however, you know the true value 
of those Resolutions; you kuoiv what is, 
and what is not, the law, relating to this 
important matter, in which every man of 
you is so deeply interested, and on yoitr 
judgment and discretion with respect to 
which may depend the permanent welfare 
of yourselves and your families, to assist in 
the advancement of which w^elfare has al- 
ways been, and always will be, a princi- 
pal object of the labours pf 

Your faithful friend/ 

W**. Corbett. 

State Priaon, Newgate, Monday, 

December 1810. 

\ 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Libel Trial. KIurning Post. In 

my last Num})er I not only noticed the 
hite prosecution ,of Byrne, the proprietor 
of the Muruing Post, for libelling Mb. 
Huuh Bell, but I inserted the news- 
paper Report of the Trial itself- -” On 
t the 22nd ^instant, this man inserted the 
following notification in his paper,— ~ 
*• We thank our numetous friends for the 
very gratifying eXpi'esshn qf their feelings 
with which they have ftvoured us upon 
** the Ifubject of a late ertraordinary verdict. 
« Never, perhaps, was public astonishment 
*» ifioiw vnitersaVy or forcibly expressed^ than 
occasion; and the HPublic'may 
** rest assured that until the matter is set* 
« right, we will never lose sight of the sub- 
^ ject/'-— — Oh ! his *• numerous friends,” 
oi the ** fashionable world, I suppose! 

1 wonder he had not published a regular 
bulletin, and a tut of t he kind inquirers^ 


who had left their names.-- — A’erlly this is 
too stale i device even to impose upon the 
V fashionable world.”— / w^wzVms*' Whaf, 
the gentleman Is ill, is he ? Kind inquiries 
after him ! Oh, the consummate coxcomb ! 

*as if there were one single thing in human 
shape that could possibly have any other 
feeling than that of the mosr contemptu- 
ous risibility upon such an occasion. 

But he complains, does he ? Aye, and he 
art'aig;ns the veidict too. ' He calls it an 
'' EXTRAOuDiNAkv verdict he says that 
the verdict has called forth universal 
** public astonishment;"* and he says that 
he will never lose sight of the subject, 
till the matter is set right."* What, then, 
the verdict was xvrong, was it ? The venal 
gentleman dirteis from most people upon 
that point, I believe ; but, at any rate, it 
is not amiss to hear him complain of ver- 
dicts ; him who has constantly not only 
approved of every heavy sentence upon 
every other author or publisher, but who has 
complained that they have been let ofl'too 
lightly, and wjho has only wanted the wit 
to make their sufferings a subject of merri- 
ment, and who, in the use of his despicable 
talent at punning, called Mn. Gale Jones, 
Gaol Jones. He. this jester at the fate of 
other publishers, is a proper person, it is 
becoming in him, truly, tQ talk of the 
** extraordinary verdict,*^ of the '^public 
astonishment/* occasioned by a verdict, 
which makes him disgorge 500 pounds 
lot; having most grossly syid malignantly 
libelled, iiaving held up as a traitor, a per- 
fectly respectable ana loval gentleman. 

He will say, perhajA, that he has 

treated many and many other such men 
ill the same way. That is very true; but 
that is no justification for having thus 
treated Mr. Bell, and most people will, I 
suppose, think it an aggravation. — — - 
There is hardly, nay, there is not one, man 
ill England, Ireland, or Scotland, v^bo has 
been at all conspicuous as a friend bf pub- 
lic liberty, whom this nianliastiot, first or 
last, represented as a traitor. Not ns a 
malcontent or a demagogue or a factious 
person, but as a friend of France, as a friend 
of the country’s known enemy, that is to 
say, a traitor. And now, behold ! because 
only one out of hundreds demands, in the 
direst possible way, justice for these false 
and wicked accusations; the calumniator 
^ crys out hardship, and tells the world, that 
his " numerous friends,” are leaving their 
cards to inquire how he does, as if he were * 
a lady in the straw I A goodly Jgroup, 
truly^ these kind inquirers woula form if 
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one could see them collected together. 
———In my former article upofl this sub- 
ject, I omitted to mention the name of Mr. 
Clifford* who has, upon numerous occa- 
sions, shewn that sort of spirit, which is, 
liow-a-days, so rarely to be met with as 
the bar, or at least, as far as 1 have been 
able to perceive* ^ 

• * 

Libel Tri..l. Anti-Jacobin Review. 
—In another part of tlys Number will 
btP found the report of the trial of Messrs. 
Cradock and Joy, of Paternoster Row, 
publishers of tiie Anti-Jacobin Revietv, 
against whom an information was granted, 
in the Court of King's Bench, for a libel 
on a Doctor Hodgson of Oxford, pub- 
lished in the said work, A;hich imputed 
to the Doctor the most base conduct that 
can be conceived ; nothing less than that of 
keeping back a letter, which a brother 
Clergyman entrusted him to put in the 
post, and by the means of which act, he. 
the Doctor, secured to himself an oflice 
in the University, which the letter was 
intended to put into the*" hands jof an- 
other Clergyman.— —This wicked libel, 
the whole story of which, like that in 
the Morning Post, was, it appears, fake, 
was, the reader will observe, published 
in the Anti^Jacobin Review. This base 
attack upon a man’s character, and that,' 
too, from motives too evident to point out 
to any one who reads the report of the 
trial, has, the reader will bear in mind, 
found its way* into the world under the 

garb Anti- Jacobinism, ^This work has, 

however, exited by such means. It has 
administered food to the most base and 
malignant and corrupt part of the com- 
munity, wbo alone liave touched it, for 
many years past. It has been the con- 

stant calumniator of every man who has 
been regarded as an enemy to corruption. 

^Tfie two booksellers, who have thus 

exposed themselves to punishment, are not 
much to be parted*. Th^ roust have kpown 
the general contents or the work. They 
must b^ve kdeavn its maligAant tendency. 
They muaf have known, that it has been 
merely a vehicle of political falsbood and 
deception, under the name and garb of 
literary criticisms. And, if they find it 
worth iheir while VO screen the author, they, 
of course, ought to softer for what he has 
done.— —They have published 
and, if those fatshoods are injurious to their 
neighbour’s character, they ought to sufter 
for publishing them. They are uot^ it is 
Iriiei the authors; but, they choose to 
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stand in the author’s shoes, and of course, 
we are to conclude, that they ire to* be 
compensated for it,. Indeed, viewing the 
matter in this light, tliere is much less 
mercy due to them than there wou]tl Jje to 
the author himself ; for, to be as the 
author of a base falshood is part of the 
punishment, and, to know his malignant 
adversary is part of the satisfaction t<> ihs 
injured person.* Therefore, if these book- 
sellers, from whatever weighty cuasidera- 
tion.4,. choose to screen the author of a 
base falshood from this part ofjhis punish* 
ment, and to deprive the injitred person of 
this part i f his satisi.iction, they must of 
course, expect to sustain this much of pu- 
nishment more than would be due lo*the 
author, lynvevcr malignant a wretrh he 
may be, and however dirty his motives ; 
and, there is go^jd rea^^n tp suppose, 
that the author here screened, in 
either respect, hardly to be matched. To 
keep this man from exposure is a most 
detestable act; an act injurious* to the 
|fiibli>‘ ai large, to whom he ought to be 
known, and to ^hom. in all his Protean 
shapes he ought, he must, be, one of these 
days, opeuly exhibited, together with all 

bis various means of existence. Iii^th e 

meanwhile, the booksellers, Messrs. 

Cradock and Joy, as they have chosen. to 
stand god-father for him, will, of course, . 
find a religious consolatioif in answering 
for his sins, albeit a task of no common 
magnitude.— The proceedings upon this 
trial, from which it appears, that the pro* 
prietom are kept wholly (rtit of sight, na- 
turally suggest the question, why the pro- 
prietors of Reoiews and Magazines, and 
other periodical puftlicaticmsj.ahoald not 
be made amenable to the law for enregir- 
tering their names as well as the proprietors 
of daily and weekly papers ? Ido not pre- 
tend, that any proprietor at all ought to be 
made so liable, though I do not see any 
great objection to it. This is quite a ii«x> 
%ing in our hiws. But, f ctftitend, that 
there is no reason whatever for the tnak- • 
ing of the latter liable to such rej^ulations, 
which reason must not apply w\ih eqiral 
force to the case of the former.— —The pub- 
lication of any thing the truth of which can 
be proved, ought, in my opinion, to be 
considered as legal, as it is, 1 undei^and, 
now established by express law in the state 
of New York. And, the only check upon 
persons disposed to publish mischievous 
truths from ihsdignant motives, would be 
ihe^ reproach, or ill opinion, ,of. their 
neighbours; which, indeed, would be aa 
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effectual check, Bu^ if the mmt of the dras* Oh ! how many falshooda has thia 
author and of the ^oprietor were kept from thinking people” sucked in, since 1 hare 
the public ; if ^here were no means of been in Newgate, about which time the 
coming at those names^ then there would campaign in Portugal began. .1 ha▼e^ 
be no check at all to, an author, or pro- during this campaign, had better oppor^ 
prieto>’,»'who was able to pay a venal tunitics of watching the progress of the 
wretch for encountering (he detestation cfelusions practised upon the public ; and, 

of his neighbours and of the public.-* really, though I had a pretty full persua* 

But, be the opinions of men what they sion, that^no nationtevjer was so cheated, 
may upon this point, there can be no 1 had before but an imperfect conception 

d|oubt, 1 think, that the names of the of the extent of such cheatery. The 

proprietors of Reviews and MagazMies accounts we noW receive from Portugal 
and all other periodical publications, are very barren ; but, they contain quite 
ought to be'enregistered, if* the names of enough to convince me, that the state of 
the proprietoi% o\ daily and toeekl^ jpzpm our affairs is of a most unpromising na* 
ought to be eiiregistered. If it b^ right tare; for, while the proclamations issued 
that the names of the latter should be in- at Lisbon clearly show the great distresses 
scribed in the government records, why there from the scarcity of provisions, we 
not the names of the former ; ahd espe- now know that the French have an abun- 
cially while, under the title of literary dance of every thing, and that their army 
critici&ms, they ‘deal in factious politics, has received great reinforcements. That 
and are, in tact, some of the most calumni- we shall be able to attack that army seems 
ous writers of the day ? The names of now to be no longer believed. What, then, 
these learned gentlemen would not, in some is to be the end of all this ? What is finally 
cases, do any good to their works, indeed; to be produced by the expending of all 
but that can be no reason for their being these millions ;>f money } What sort of 
kept from the public eye. They ought protection is Portugal finally to receive ? 
to be known ; and the authors ought to be —These are questions, which, for the 
Ip^wn, toft, /or what they ore. They ought present, I must leave the reader to an- 
no longer to be hidden behind the curtain, swer; but, that the whole of this war, the % 

planning as well as the execution, must 

PnisoNERs or War. In the present become matter of investigatioh, there can. 

Number 1 begm the insertion of the Q(fi- I should suppose, be very little doubt. 

cial Documents relating to the late nego- ‘ 

elation for an exchange of Prisoners of Kino's Illness. The Regency.— ■ 

War, between England and France. Frdln the reports and statements, pub- 
These papers we shall, hereafter h^ve to lished in the news-papers since my last, it 
observe upon ; for, it never can be ima- would appear that his M&jesty is in a 
gined, that they are anmered by calling worse state than he has been, at any time 
the French negociator " the son of Jaco- since the commencement of his malady. 

** binistn ** at is done by a most volumin- Of the truth. o^ this, however, I can know 
ous writer in the Times. The French nothing ; and, a very good rule for the 
writer 1$ no more* to be answered in this public to observe is, to believe nothing 
way than Massena is to be fought in this that they see upon the subject in the 
way j for he, too, ^luay be called "the news-papers; for, the fact is, none of us 
" sfn (f Jacobinism^* Such expressions know, or can know, any thing at all of the 
may Sword, a momentary gratification to matter,— With regard- to. the proposed 
SQmefow weak persons; but, such writers Regency, however, every man may know 
may assured, that they will have no something, and iiiay offer • bis opinion 
ettectat all with eny man of sense. Such thereon. 1 haveoffered mme pretty fully 
men uyll ask for an oiMiter to the Mont- already, and I was, 1 believe, the first pub- 
teur,.and for the beating of ^ass,enai and lie writer who did express any opinion at 
will ® straw whether thpy be sms all upon the subject. — ■■ Every day's 

efJacmmsm, or not. ^ events since that time, and every oppor- 

^ ^ tunity for reflection, have tended to con** 

Portugal. The War.— ReaUy this *^ince me, that my opinion was correct, 
adventure begins to wear a lowering as- —There has appeared, in the minis- 
pect. No, battle yet ! We were to have a tcrial news-papers, and particularly ij| , 
battle in m days after, our hfarsbal Gene- the Courier of the 2 1 at instant, an ^article 
m had drawn the French to Torre* Vf- giving a history of vrhat has taken plaog 



DECEMBER 20, ’ (lisjft 


between the Prince of Wales and his 
Brothers and the Minister, Mr. f erceval, 
relating to the proposed Regency. 1 shall 
insert this article here, not only as a docu* 
ment to be referred to hereafter, but as a 

subject for present commentary. " The 

Chancellor of the Excheijuer has not 
yet had an interview with the Prince ; 
though it was conOdeittly stated fester • 
*' day that he had had, Bui he requested 
" to be honour 6(1 with one in a respectful 
Letter which he addresseQ to his Royal 
** Highness, inclosing for his Royal High- 
ness’s consideration, the plan of the pro- 
'* ceeding for a Regency, with certain li- 
mitations, which itfwas his intention to 
'' submit to the House of Commons ; and 
** expressing a hope thal hc«might he ho- 
noureOLwilh his Royal Highness’s com- 
** mand to wait on Idrn to know his plea- 
" sure on the subject. — The Prince of 
Wales signified to Mr. Perceval, that as 
no step had yet been taken on the sub- 
ject in the two Houses of Parliament, be 
did not think it consi.stent with his re- 
spect for the two Housed to give any 
** opinion on the course of proceeding 
which had been submitted to him. On 
a former occasion it was not until the 
Resolution had been come to by both 
** Houses, that the matter was submitted 
to him i an9 then he had felt it to be his 
duty to express his opinion distinctly on 
the subject ; and to that opinion he had 
•• ever since invariably adhered ; and the an- 
swer of his Bbyal Highness concludes 
** with expressing his most earnest wishes 
that the speedy re-establishment of his 
MajesW’s health would make any niea« 
** sure of the kind unnecessary. — This An- 
« awer was sent to Mt. Perceval on Wed- 
« nesday evening. — The Prince of Wales 
comraunicaieil to all the branches of his 
4 illustrious family, the Plan of the He- 
•• gency, which had been transmitted to 
•* him, upon which the whole of the Royal 
•* Dukes, with erne t:on3em, drew up a De- 
** claration mid Protest, which they signed, 
•• stating in fm|^siance : — That, under*^ 
•• standing from his Royal Highness the 
tt u prince of Wales, that it was intenvtod 
*! to propose to the two Houses, the 
" measure of supplying the Royal Au- 
« thority, by the appointment of a Be- 
gency, with certain libaitations aqd 
t* restrictions, as described ; they feet it 
<• «« to be their duly to declare, that it was 
« «( the unanimou.s opinion of all the male 
u ft branches of his Majesty’s family, that 
ss they could not view this mode of pro* 


” ceeding without alajm, as a Regency 
*' ** so restricted, was inconsistent wRh 
" " the prerogatives which grere vested in 
" the Royal AuUArily.as much for the 
" security and benefit of the pcqple,^a8 
'"'for the strength and dignity tlm 
" " Crown itself ; and they, therefor^ 

" " most solemnly protest against this 
" " violation of the principles which 
" o*placed thcii^ family on the Throne.** 

" To this Declaration and Protest we un- 
" derstand an Answer was last night re- 
" ceived by the Princes from^the Chan- 
" cellor of the Exchequer,^ in which, 

" after the usual recital of the*tcnorof the 
" Royal Dopumeni, he proceeds to gtate— 

" " jriiat he had submitted it to the cen- 
" " sideratioli of h is Majesty's confiden- 
“ " iialSefrants-— that however much they 
" " ha(j to regret thal th^ course of pro- 
" " ceeding which they had ahoptecL on 
" " the melancholy occasion of his Ma- 
" " jesty's illness, had not had the 
" "‘goocl fortune to receive the approba- 
" " tion of the illustrious persons, the 
" " male branches of the Royal Family, 

" " yet they continued to consider it as 
" " the only legal and constitutioi|al course 
" " in which they could be supported by 
" " precedent ; that it was the course pre- 
" " scribed in the year I7B8-9 — when it 
" had not only been adopted, after long 
" and painful discussion, *by ,, the two 
" " Houses of Parliament, but bad re- 
<« ** ceived the universal approbaiion of 
" " the country at large— and they were 
" stiU further gratified by the reflection, 

" " that on the re-establisbment of his 
" " Majesty’s health, the proceedings 
" " pursued in ParlianSent upon that occUi- 
" sioD bad received his Majesty's gra- 
" " cious confirmation, and had been even 
" " honoured with expressions of his per- 

"" sonal gratitude.” Now, if all 

this be true, it will serve to explain a good 
deal of what was before not easily to be . 
reconciled to reason. — -^Tbe Flince tells 
Mr. Pekceval, that he remains firm in ' 
his opinions, expressed in 1788 ; and this 
Mr. Perceval learns from him on the 
Wednesday. On Thursday the parlifiment 
meets, and now, for the time, we hear 
that the limitations of 1 788 are to be again 
resorted to; eve hear this, for the /rsr4ime, 
qfter the Prince baa dtelined to admU BtHr. 
Rtrctaal to an interview public 

will bear this in mind. They will also 
bear in mind, that the mtaififeria/ prmtip 
for several weeks, and from tlie moment 
that a Regency was first talked of, always 
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were/^UMiri to saVi that, as to limitations, 
the difierence of circumstances would 
render those df for the present 

tin^e. This, as the public will well 
rctn ember, was stated by those prints 
oter and over again. But, they THEN 
said, that they were well informed, 
that liis Royal Highness the Prince, 
MEANT TO MAKE NO CIIAWSE 
. IN THE MINISTRY.-! — The public 
will bear this in mind. This is what 
ought never to be lost sight of. * The 
two assertions ran together.; 1st, that the 
circumstances of the present times did not 
cull for tfie Imitations of 17S8, and, 2nd, 
that tb£ Prince meant to make no change in 
ihe^ministry.—^Ai this time they affected 
to laugh at the Opposition, whom they de- 
scribed as having received “ an intimation 
from a c^tainT quarter, that their talents 
UfSuld not be wanted^* They told them, 
that they would still have to wander in 
the dreary shades of Opposition. They 
jeered them without mercy. All the town 
Knows, that a report was, all this while 
industriously spread, that the Prince had 
settled every thing with the present mi- 
nisters, who were to propose for him an 
unlimited Regency, and who, in return, 
were to be kept in p/flce,— But, now be- 
hold! when this report turns out to be 
false, as every^an of discernment knew it 
to be from the first; when it appears \hat 
the Prince of Wales adheres to tb^ princi- 
ples declared by him twenty two years 
ago ; and, whep it further appears, that 
he has declined to admit a visit from Mr. Per- 
ceval ; now these same prints defend the 
project for reviving t^c limitations 1788 m 

their full extent, though they had, while 
they told us that the Prince meant to make 
no change in the minitrp, expressly said, 
that those limitations would be unfit under 
the change qf circumstances that had now 
taken place. Now that these venal prints 
'And* that the Prince would not admit Mr, 
Perceval to an interv^, they can no Ignger 
aee^any unfitneas in the limitations of 1788,. 
and have entirely lost sight of all the im- 
change to the circumstances.— ~ 
nia'is too plain for any man to misunder- 
stand ; and, understanding it, what man 
is there, who does not applaud the con- 
duct *of the Prince, and who does not 
clearly perceive, that he has pursued that 
line >of conduct which was dictated by 
honour and by a just estimate of his own 
rights and of his duties towards the peo- 
ple? It is, therefore, for the people to 
show, in a regular and coiisiitutionai way, 


that they entertain a due sense of what is 
due to him from them upon this moment- 
ous occasion. 

W»*. COBBETT. 

State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, 

* December 25, 1810. 


LIBEL, CASE. 

Prosecution qf Messrs. Cradock and Jov, 
publishers qf the Antijacobin Eevkw, for 
a libel on the Revd, Dr. Hodgson — 
Tried at Guildhall, 21 Dec. 1810 — Be- 
fore lid. EUenborough. 

The ATToDNnv General stated, that 
this was an information against Messrs. 
Cradock and Joy* of Paternoster-row, for 
a libel publisliecl against tbe Rev. Ford- 
sham Hodgson, Principal of Brazenose 
College, Oxford. An information against 
the defendants had been obtained in the 
Court of King’s Bench, and they professed 
to be extremely surprised that it should 
have been obtained ; but when the libel 
was stated, it would only appear surpris- 
ing that any man of common sense could 
doubt its tendency, and its fitness to be 
made the object of punishment. The 
libel was published in the Anti- Jacobin 
Review of last December, and was as fol- 
lows:— "When a vacancy., occurred in 
** Brazenose College, by the promotion of 
" the late Principal, Doctor Hodgson call- 
" ed on a senior Fellow of that College, 
" i:esiding in the vicinity jof London, and 
" enquired whether he meant to stand for 
the situation. The senior Fellow im- 
" mediately told him, that^ere was ano- 
" tber who had stronger claims than either 
"of them; that be, would acquaint him 
" with the tacancy, and give him his in- 
" terest on the election. The senior Fel- 
" low wrote a letter to his friend, and the- 
" Rev. Doctor Hodgson took the charge 
" of it, to put it in the post. Ir unfor- 
" tunately, however, never reached the 
" person for whom it was 'designed, and 
" tbe worthy JDoctor used the golden op- 
" portunity with so much ardour, .that he 
" secured tbe prize ; while the first intel- 
"*1igence of the vacancy reached the Geii- 
" tleman alluded to, from the worthy 
" Doctor himself, as Principal of Braze- 
" nose College.^’— The imputation in this 
was plain. Doctor Hodgson was accused 
'^of a most dishonest and base act. Were 
the defendants to be surprised, that they 
shduld be visited as the libellers? But 
they had another escape. They say, 
they only state facts, without comment or 
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obserration. This* in some cases might 
avail> but in the present it wa!i actually 
worth nothing. They had been called 
on for the name of the informer : they 
had not thought proper to deliver him 
lip, and it would now be left to the jury/ 
whether the character of Dr. Hod^n 
was to be at the mer^y of tho|e libel- 
lers. The whole thing was unfounded. 
Dr. Hodgson had been at Liverpool till 
Within two da^s of his ^lection^ and, 
thefefore, his visit in the vicinity ol‘ 
don was alti^geiher inipos.sible.— Tfsjpub* 
lication being proved.— Mr. Cokwood. 
for the d^fenuants. \^as sorry the defence 
had not fallen into abler hands; but the 
Jury would understand, that theoxpences 
of employing King’s Counsel were die 
probable reasons i f /calling upon him. to 
meet the Attorne\ -gentral in a field, 
where that learned person’s talents had 
been so fully exercised. The publication 
in question arose out of a sulijpct which 
had exercised and divided some of the 
ablest minds in the Empire ; it w'as the 
Catholic Question : and that heat and 
bickerings should have arisen from it 
could not be wondered at. The author of 
the paper was a man of great respectabi- 
lity, who had seen Dr. Hodgson singularly 
active at three different times against the 
Catholic claims, when they were discussed 
at Oxford. He next saw the Doctor 
equally active in supporting the election 
of Lord Grenville, a man who was con- 
ceived to be the leading advocate of the 
Catholic claims. But not to proceed fur- 
ther in this hisfory. there was no inten- 
tion on the part of the defendants to affix 
any imputation on Df. Hodgson’s honour. 
He might be highly respeOtaBle for any 
intention which they had of representing 
him as otherwise.—The Learned Counsel 
here went into a short detail of the history 
of libel.* ending with the Act by which the 
intention was made cognizable by the 
Jury ^ The pulilication could not convey 
to the feelings of a man of ^a rightly or- 
dered mind, an* idea of what was under- 
stood by libel. .Let it be taken as it stood. 
The first paragraph narrated the visit, arid 
the taking charge of rbe letter. This was 
lio libel. The next said that the letter 
lij^d) unfortunately, not reached Its des- 
tination. and that the worthy Dcictor had 
used this opportunity to obtain the prize. 
There was no libel in saying that a letter 
did hot come to hand, or that the candi- 
date for any situation was active in hie 
I»nvas8» 'fhe law required some plaio> 


obvious, tangible intenf. If it were tojbe 
measured by feeling, nothing could be 
more vague than law. Th#excellent un- 
derstandings ot the Jury would suggest to 
them grounds of defence whicli.might 
escape the Counsel ; but they would be 
eminenHy cautious of allowing a prece- 
dent. which might affect the most harmless 
cowespondence of any man in (be com- 
munity.-^LoRD^LLENBoaouGH said« that 
this indictment was preferred against the 
defendants for fastening an imputation of 
the most ofiensjvo kind upon nie present 
Principal of Bruzenf.se Collage. It was 
for the Jury to consider, whether such an 
injury must not and ought not toT be feft 
most sensibly by a man holding the im|;Jor- 
tant situation of the prosecutor. Must not 
charge involving the baseness of a 
reach of trust of the lowdtt kind be pain- 
ful and injurious to a man. whose Cha- 
racter mighf be so easily touched, and to 
whom perfect purity of reputation was ne- 
cessary for his peculiar duties ? The ques- 
tion for the Jury was. whether it was not 
a charge of the basest conduct, that a 
man entrusted with a letter, under the cir- 
cumstances of the case, should have put it 
in the fire, or suppressed it. and taken ad- 
vantage of his own act to forward his own 
purposes? Men might think dlfierently> 
but for his ^ord Eltenboipugh’s) part, 
he must feel the greatest reluctance in sit- 
ting down beside the person who could be 
guilty of so dishonourable an artifice. 
The case ofjrials for libpl was like all 
others that came before a Jury ^ the Jury 
gave their verdict from a view of the cir- 
cumstances. liable to jthe opinion of the 
Judge on the law of the case. lu the pre- 
sent instance he could have no doubt in 
pronouncing the publication to be a libel. 
The Jury would, however, form their own 
opinion. — ^'Ihe Jury immediately returned 
a verdict of Guilty. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Naples, Ceremony qf burning English 

, goods.^^th Non* 18 I 0 « • :* 

In pursuance of a Decree of his Ma- 
jesty of the 4th inst. and in obedience to 
the orders of the Minister of Finance^ the 
Director General of the Cystoma, accom^ 
panied by the Inspector General and the 
Director, proceeded to the chief-custom- 
house of tnis Capital, and caused to be 
delivered to him the keys of all the prin- 
cipal warehouses. He proceeded to a 
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minute and rigoroui examination of all the 
British merchandize produced by prizes* 
sequestration, gr confiscation in the cus- 
tom-house.— All these articles were com- 
posed of muslins, chintzes* Manchester 
goods, Calicoes, painted i)oor-cl,oths, Irv* 
dia goods, cotton cloths and velvets,, iron- 
monger^, tin* and other merchandize, 
amounting to more than 60,000 ducq|,s. 
A great fire was kindled 'in the square, 
where all these commodities were unpack- 
ed* opened, and burned piece by piece, 
under the inspection of a numerous de- 
tachment of custom- housc-Afficers, under 
the orders of their principal. The tire 
lasted frpm noon to five o’clock.— ISo novel 
a sight attracted an immense crowd. Xhe 
greatest order prevailed. If was even 
perceived that the public manifested sen- 
timents of satisfu,ction at seeing a contia-^ 
gratian, which, independent of the fatal 
blow that it gives to English commerce, 
announces to that Government the fate 
which awaits all the productions of her 
industry that traitorous artifices may throw 
upon our coasts. 


France. - i—Dwrec qf the Emperor, relating 
to the Pope's Palace. — 8M JVbu. 1810. 

Napoleon, by the Grace of God and the 
Constitution, Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, protector of the Confedf, ra- 
tion of the Rhine, Mediator of the Swiss 
Confederation, &c. &c.— Considering the 
Idth article of the Senatus ConsuUum of 
the i7lh February, stating that^ there 
should be prepared for the Pope palaces 
in the dififerent places of the Empire 
where he might chorsc to reside, and that 
there would necessarily be one at Paris 
and one at Rome : upon the report of our 
Minister of Religious Worship, we have 
decreed and do decree as follows ; — Ar- 
ticle 1 . The Palace of the Pope, at Paris, 
shall be the ancient Palace of the Arch- 
bishop, which will be ernbellishcd, and 
have, an augmentation in domains and 
buildings, agreeably to our Decree of the 
lOlh of February last; together with the 
furniti^rc, the purchase of which was or- 
dered by the same Decree. — 2. The 
Archbishop of Paris shall only remain in 
this [>alace during the time that it is un- 
occupied by the Pope.— 3. (Jur Minister 
of Religious Worship is charged with the 
execution of the present Decree. 


Saxs Gotha.— O rctef, relative to English 
Goads, 2Sth Oct. 1810. 


We, Charles Frederick, Ac. — By a 
former order of the 31st March, 1810, the 
admission of English goods into our domi- 
nions was forbidden, but since that period, 
we have learnt that this law has been fi^- 
^uently evaded. We therefore have been 
induced to command, that it shall be car- 
ried into execution with the greatest seve- 
rity, ancf that it shSll embrace all colonial 
produce according to the general system 
of the Continent. — We, therefore, have 
decreed, — 1. That all English goods in the 
|)ublic warehouses, or private stores, shall 
from this day be confiscated.— II. The 
Custom House Officers are commanded to 
commence the strictest examinations into 
the nature and quantity of colonial pro- 
duce in all places, and they are to take 
possession of the same, and clear it away 
into the public > receptacles. They arc 
likewise ordered to seize all English goods 
on their transit, and to send in inventories 
of the same to the Secretary of our Go- 
vernment as soon as possible. 


Sweden ; — Letter of Bernadotte to the ^mg, 
upon landing in Sueden, and in answer to 
the King's presenting him with the Swedish 
Orders, 1 st Nov, 1810. 

Sire ; Conscious that the repeated ho- 
nours done me, not only by your Majesty, 
but by the Swedish Nation, can never be 
recompensed, 1 cannot but labour under 
great dinicuUy, in the expression of the 
gratitude 1 feci to so noble a King of so 
noble a Nation. Your Majesty and the 
People of Sweden may rest fully assured, 
that their interests and welfare shall ever 
be nearest my heart, "and that I will rather 
sacrifice that life which they have deemed 
worthy of such distinction, than suffer 
them to be injured or encroached upoii.w ^ 
It could not be without some degree of 
ain and reluctance that I accepted the 
igh dignity of being inadcf Crown Prince 
of Sweden, aware as 1 am of my incapa- 
city, born and bred a soliUeT, to perform 
the arduous and important duties of that 
stfttiou* The honours with which yoar 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
invest me, shall never be sullied by the 
wearer ; and it shall be my constant study 
to add new lustre to their brightness. 
•Feeling myself, as I have already observed, 
wholly incompetent to express my grati- 
tude, 1 have the great honour to be your k, 
Majesty’s most humble, demoted, and af* 
fectiooate, 
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France.— C tVctt/ar Letter to the Bishops, r<s 
lative to the Pregnancy of t^e Empress, 
lUA Nov, 1810 ; 

To the Ai-chbishops and Bishops.— M. 

the Bishop of . It is with the most 

infinite satisfaction that I am able to an<* 
Dounce to you the happy pregnancy of 
the Empress, my very dear spouse com- 
panion: This proof of ^he benediction of 
God spreading over my family, and which 
imparts such happiness to /ny people, in- 
dunes me to write you this letter, to inform 
you that it will be most agreeable to me 
that you ordain particular prayers for the 
eservation of her person. 1 pray God, 

. the Bishop , to hold you in his 

holy keeping. — Napoleon.— Done at our 
Palace at Fontainbleau, Nov* J 1, 1810. 


France.- Letter of Napoleon to the Presto 
dent qf the Senate, relative to the Preg- 
nancy qf the Empress.^^lQth November, 
1810. 

M. Le Conte Gamier, Pnesident of the 
Senate. The satisfaction vrhich we ex- 
perience in consequence of the pregnancy 
of our very dear and well-beloved spouse 
has induced us to write you this letter, in 
order that you may in our name commu- 
nicate to the •Senate this evont, as essen- 
tial to our happiness as it is to the interests 
and policy of our empire. Xhe present 
having no other object, we pray God, M. 
le Comte Gamier, President of the Senafb, 
to hold you in his holy and worthy 
keeping. ^ 


Italy.— -D rerw qf 4he King, ^relathoe to 
English goods.— 1 st November, 1810. 

Art. 1. The Decree of the ^3 1st of Au- 
gust of this year is repealed. The duties 
on goods therein named shall be paid ac- 
cording to the tar if affixed to our Decrees 
of the 24>ih Feb,1 809, and l6th May, 1810. 
Art. 2. From the day of the publication of 
the present DeCrte, throughout our King- 
dom of Italy, no other kinds of cloths^ cot- 
tons or silks shall be permitted, not ob^ 
tainod from manufactories in the Empire 
of I^^nce, and they shall be accompanied 
by the certificate of origin, a form to be 
directed by the French Government, with 
the necessary documents to give it authen- 
ticity, and to prevent fraud. Art. 3. Our 
minister of Finances is charged with tlie 
execution nf this Decree, 


France.— uniting the Valais le 
France.— l2lAN<wefn6ef, 1810. * 

Napoleon, 8cc..^Consi9ering that the 
route of the Simplon, which connects the 
empire and our kingdom of Italy ,•» ef use 
to more than sixty milliom of people ; 
that it has cost more to the Treasuries of 
France and Italy than eighteen millions, 
which expellee would be entirely useless, 
if the trade through it did not find accom- 
modations and security ; that the Valais 
has hot adhered to any of the engage- 
ments it entered into, when webrdered the 
works for opening this grand* communica- 
tion to be commenced; wishing, more- 
over, to put an end to the anarch^ which 
prevails in ^hat country, and to cut short 
the oppressive claims to sovereignty of ope 
part of the population over the other, we 
nave decreed and ordered as •follows 
Art. 1. The Valais is united to thelSih- 
pire.— 2. This territory is to form a de- 
partment under the name of the Depart- 
ment of the Simplon,— 3. This department 
wdll be included in the seventh military 
division. — 4. Immediate possession shall 
be taken of it in our name, and a Commis- 
sary-General shill be appointed Eo govern 
it for the remainder of the year.— 5 . All 
our Ministers are charged with the execu- 
tion of the present Decree. 


France.— D ecree relative to the Press,’^ 
1 8t A November, 1 S 1 0. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, Itc. 
&c. — On the report of our Minister of the 
Interior, respect being had to the 5d, 5th, 
and 6th arCicles of oua decree of the 5th 
Feb. 1810, containing regulations with 
regard to printing and bookselling;— 
Considering that reduction and set- 
tling of the number of printers must neces- 
sarily leave presses, founts, types, and 
other printing materials, in the possession 
of many individuals not iicensed, or may 
make them pass into other hands ; and, 
that it is important to know the holders of 
them, and the use which they propose to 
make .of them Our Council of ^tate 
being heard,*— "We have decreed, and do 
decree as follows Art. I. From the first 
of January, 1811, those of our subjects who 
shall cease \o follow the business^ of 
printer, and, generally, all those who, not 
Tollowing the said business, shall find them- 
selves proprietors, possessors, or holders of 
presses, founts, types, or other printing 
I materigis, must within one montn make 
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declaration of the said articles, in the de- 
partment of the" Seine, to the Prefect of 
F<dice, and in the other departments, to 
the Prefect.<-^f^rom tlys arrangement are 
excepted rolling prases, for the purpose 
of copying.*— Art. 3* The Prefect of Po- 
lice at Parts, and the Prefects of depart- 
ments, Aall transmit the said declarations 
to our Counsellor of State, Director-Gene- 
ral of Printing and Bookselling, with their 
' opinion, on applications to be authorised 
to keep the said presses and 'materials, for 
the purpose of continuing to use them, 
which applications must he subjoined to 
the declaratioDS.— 5d. Our'Direcior-gene- 
ral of Printing and Bookselling shall ren- 
der an<^ account of every thing to our Mi- 
nisters of the Interior and of Po1ice$ on 
the report of whom decision m^ll be given 
by us. — 4th. M&kers of images, dominos, 
and tapestry ar€ subject to the dispositions 
cordained in the 1 st article of the present 
Decree. — 5th. Acts in coniravention to 
the present Decree shall be punished by 
imprisonment from six days to six months, 
and prosecuted and proved conformably to 
the regulations in sect. 2, title 8, of the 
Decree of the 3d Feb. 1810. — 6th. Our 
Grand Judge, Minister of Justice, and our 
Ministers of the Interior and of general 
^ Police, arc charged, each in his depart- 
ment, with the execution of the present 
Decree, which shall be inserted in the 
Bulletin of tne Laws. ^ 

Prisoners of War. — Official Documents, 
front No,* L to No. XVIII. [with an 
Introduction) relating to the late Nego^ 
elation for an Exchange qf Prisoners of 
War, between England and France; Ex- 
tracted from the Times news-paper, into 
' which it had keen translated from the 
French Paper, the Moniteur. 
iNTRODUCTfON. 

Since the commencement of the prmnt 
war, Fn^ice and England have not had a 
^gle cartel for an exchabae of prisoners. 
That which has opposed ull this hour this 
object, so^mportant to humanity, is, it is 
iiHfif rstood, a difference upon the follow- 
ing ^points : — ^England will ^nsider only 
her o>vn subjects as prisoned She will 
not extend this advantage of an exchange 
to#'the Germans, Spaniard's, Portuguese, 
and her other allies, fighting in her can^, 
or joined with her own army.— The se« 
cond point in dispute is the capitulation 
of General Walmoden, on the conquest of 
Hanover, 11,000 men then surrendered 


prisoners of war. England will not ao 
knowledM them, although the greater 
part of them, officers as well as soldiers, 
have since entered into herservice, in vio- 
lation of the capitulation, and of the law 
of nations.— rDuriiig eight years these 
I points have created long discussioqs.-*^ 

In April, 1810, an English Commissary 
arrived at Morlaix. To remove these dif- 
ficulties a negoctaiion was commenced, 
which lasted eight months without suc- 
ces3.^France proposed kvo bases:— The 
first was, to renew that of 1780. Bj^the 
cartel of 1780, the prisoners of both na- 
tions were exchanged en masse, covering 
the difference by a sum of money. — This 
basis being declined! France proposed a 
total exchange of prisoners of the two bel- 
ligerent masses, man for man, rank for 
rank. The men who formed a part of the 
same army, who joidod in the same move- 
ments, and CO operated in the same ope- 
rations, were sureties for each other. In 
proposing this second basis. Fiance went 
too far; she consented to give up her sur- 
plus of Spanish prisoners, that is to say, 
she would abltndon more than 2(),0(;(y pri- 
soners. beyond the number she should ex- 
change. — This second basis alone was » 
discussed during eight months. England 
pretended to adopt the principle. The 
exchange was deemed concluded; but in 
her proposal for a cartel, England exposed 
her true views. It was observed, 'that 
while she appeared to adopt the principle 
of the exchange, she held out a snare. 

endeavoured undef" this pretext to 
withdraw the prisoners that she lias in 
France, in exchange for am equal number 
of French prisoners which are in England ; 
and she would then find some pretext for 
detainingihe remaiAing 20 »00() Frenchmen 
who should still remain unexchanged, leav- 
ing in France the ^aniards. about whom she 
cares nothing. This trick was too gross ; 
England accepted the principle of a gene« * 
rat exchange, and at the same time re- 
served to herself the* power of making ^ 
only a partial exchange, when she should 
have ail h€r own pnsqners in London; 
for it certainly was not the value which 
ahe put upon the Spanish prisoners, that 
would have induced her to respect ihe 
treaty,' and send the vemainder of the 
French prispners to France. The Eng- 
lish negociatprs termed this a concurreiicb 
in the principle of the exchange, man for 
man, and rank for rank, of the two masses 
of prisoners, but not to be^ accomplished 
simeltaneoosly ; thetefere thpy threw 
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down the mask^ and broke off the nego- 
'ciation, when the londittons ot* a cartel 
were presented^ which should be^xecuted 
with good faith, and founded upon the 
principle, that is to say, making an ex- 
change of 3,000 Frenchmen and their al- 
lies, against 3,000 English and their al- 
lies, in the proportion in which they 
should be found in the masses, that is to 
say, 3,000 French agaiifst 1 ,000 English 
and 2,000 Spaniards. With respect to 
the capitulation ef Walmod^n, they could 
not come to an agreement on it. Eng- 
land would give no more than 3,000 
French for the 17,000 Hanoverians. 
France, from a spirit of conciliation, re- 
duced her pretensions to one- third, that is 
to say, to 6,000 French, although it was 
proved that, of the 17,000 l^anoverians, 
more than 9^000 had served, or were serv- 
ing now, in the English ranks.— After 
this preamble, the Moniteur contains 
•ighteen official papers 

No. 1. May 23, is a short note from M. 
Dumoustier, inclosing the following pro- 
ject for a cartel 

No. II . — Plan for a Carul^Att. I- All 
the French, Italians, and all others m the 
service of France or Italy, all the Dutch 
and Neapolitans, and all other subjects of 
^ Powers friendly to France, or in the ser- 
vice of these powers, who are at present 
prisoners of war in England in Spain, 
Sicily, Portugal, the Brazils, or in any 
other country, the ally or dependent of 
England, or occupied by English troops^ 
shall be set at lioerty, without exception 
or regard to rank or quality .-^The same 
shall take place ^ith respect to Russians, 
Danes, and all others in the service of 
Russia and Denmark, who are prisoners of 
war in England, or in Countries allied to 
or dependent on England.— II. All Eng- 
lish, and all others in the service of Eng- 
land, all Sicilians, Portuguese, Spaniards, 
Hanoverians, and other subjects of Powers 
allied to England, and all others in the 
service of these ^wers, who are at pre- 
sent prisoners of war in France, Italy, 
Holland, Naples; cyr any other dbuntry the j 
ally or dependent of FVance, or occupied 
by French troops, shall be set at liberty. 
Without exception, or regard to rank hr 
quality.— The same shall take place with 
respect to prisoners of war belonging to 
England and her Allies, at. present de- 
tained in Russia, or Denmark, and in 
countries allied to or dependent on these 
Powers.— III. It is understood that in 
'•xecttiion of 'the two preceding articles. 


every prisoner of war, belonging to the 
two belligerent masses,* made before, *ip^ 
to, and inclusive of the day of sigoingithe 
present cartel, shall ibe libeAted within q 
period^ which shall be ulieriorly agreed 
upon for each country above mestiioned. 
—IV. The execution of the above articles 
shall take place in the following manner: 

— 1st, All prisoners of war of France 
anddtaly, detained in Fjigland or in Eng- 
lisfi possessions or dependencies, of what- 
ever rank or quality, shall be conveyed, 
withofit delay and in mass, to their 
country, where, they shall be ghren up to 
I French Commissaries named *10 that ef- 
fect. — 2dly. All prisoners of war of Eng- 
land, detained in France, in Italy, Xnd in 
the dependen^'ies of France and Italy, of 
whatever nank or quality, shall be con- 
veyed, without delay, and in mass, to their 
country, where they shall be gifen up to 
English Commissaries appointed for that 
purpose. — 3dly. All the Hanoverians form- 
ing part of the army of Hanover, who 
' have been or are in the service of England, 
shall remain undisturbed in their property; 
they shall be considered as exchanged by 
this cartel, or to have been so ; and those 
of that army, at present^in Hanover, shall . 
be freed from the obligation 'imposed upon 

them by the capitulation of 4thly. 

All French detained in Spain, or in the coun- 
tries belonging to Spain, and q)l Spaniards 
detained as prisoners of war in France on 
in Spain, being to be set at liberty, the 
exchange shall take place either through 
the medium of the French penerals and 
the Governments of the Spanish towns 
which are opposed to them, or by sending 
by sea to Toulon or Rocdiefort the French 
detained in the different towns, and isles of 
Spain, or by being sent to the advanced 
posts of the different corps of the French 
army in Spain.— 5ibly. The liberation of 
Spaniards, prisoners of war in France, 
shall take place bv successive convoys, ta 
England or the different towns of. Spain, • 
which shall be * agreed upon, of , 500 
Spaniards for 500 French, in proportion 
as the latter shall have been given up by . 
the Spanish Government. Whei\ all Jhe 
French prisoners’ of war detained in Spain 
shall have been thus exchanged for an 
equal number of Spanish prisoners, all 
that remain of* Spanish prisoners in tfins 
power of France, made before, up to, and 
itfclusive of the day of signature of thi.s 
cartel, shall be sent to England, or to such 
towns in Sphin as may be agreed upon ; 
in «uch way, that hi fulfilment of this ar# 
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^cle there shall not remeuiin France any of 1 
the said Spanish (^isoners of war. — 6thly. | 
The mode of liberating the Portuguese 
and l^icilian ^Hio,ner;i> of war» detained in 
France, ^hall be the same with that pointed 
ontimthe preceding article.— V. The Bri- 
tish Government, in application of the < 
principles agreed upon in the present car- 
tel, shall come to an understanding with 
theBussian and Danish^Governmente, as 
to what concerns each of these Govern- 
ments.— VI. There shall be appointed a 
French Commissary, and an English* Com- 
missary, fb reside, the fotmer in London 
and the latter in Paris, for the purpose of 
watching over the execution or the Con- 
vention. — YIl. Provision shall be made, 
by a particular conventionc for what re- 
gards prisoners, who may b<» made ul- 
teriorly on either side, so as to alleviate 
the misfortunes of war by all that hu- 
manity can inspire in favour of those who 
are its victims. 

No. 111. May 25. Note from Mr. 
Mackenzie, stating, that as he was not 
prepared to treat for a general exchange 
of prisoners belonging to all the bellige- 
rent Powers, he therefore asks permission 
to write to his government. « 

No. IV. May 2d. M. Dumoustier de- 
clares to Mr. Mackenzie, that if England 
will not accede to the principle of general 
and absolute liberation of all the prisoners 
of war of the two belligerent masses, he is 
authorised to propose the cartel of 1780 
between France and England as the basis. 

No. V. June 23. A note from Mr. 
Mackenzie to M. Dumoustier, aiihouncing 
that the counter-prcgect is arrived from 
London. 

No. VL Is the project, which is in sub- 
etance the saihe with a second project pre- 
sented on the 22d September, and which 
waf inserted in p. 1044^ 

No, VII. July Q.^No(e qf M. Dur 
nfomiicr.—- The undersigned Commissary 
appointed for the e^chapge of French pri- 
soners of war, baa laid before hisOovern- 
ihent the note and counter- project of 
mtel which Mr. Mackenzie sent to 
him on the 3d of June. He has received 
orders to make to them the followinff^ 
reply The counter-project ; pre^nted 
by Mr. Mackenaie in the namn^his Go- 
vemmem, for the establishihentof a Cartel, 
lays down, like the ‘ project of the under- 
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signed, the principle of the general libera- 
tion of the prisoners of the belligerent 
masses. "Once agreed upon that point, it 
would appear impossible not to agree upon 
the /means of its execution \ for we have 
not agreed upon the principle, in order to . 
adopt, on the one side or the other, such 
measures as may tend to annul or elude its 
most important consequences.— It is in 
this point of vie\^ that the counter- project 
becomes the subject of consideration. — It 
has for object to make ab first a partial ex- 
change of English prisoners for an ^squal 
number of French prisoners, and then to * 
make the exchange of the remainder of 
the French prisoners depend upon the re- 
sult of the negociations which shall be 
opened for that purpose with the Spanish 
Juntas.— Bift these Juntas arc not a single 
Government ; that of Galicia has nothing 
in common with the Junta of Cadiz, nor 
the latter with that of Valencia. — These 
Governments change their course every 
instant, according to the popular storms ; 
no business can be of a consecutive nature 
with them ; and the liberation of the 
French prisoners who shall remain in 
England cannot be submitted to the deci- 
sions of such assemblies.— The French < 
Government is convinced that the Juntas 
of Galicia, Valencia, and other insurgent 
Governments in Spain, wiU have submitted 
or disappeared very shortly ; therefore it 
becomes evidently impossible to execute 
with them the paragraphs 1 1 and 12 of the 
(article 4 of the counter-project of the Bri- 
I tish Government; and at the same time it 
I may be foreseen that England may refuse ^ 
to liberate French prisotiers who may re- * 
main in her power after the exchange of * 
English prisoners. — ^Thus the adoption of 
the couiitcr- project to the British will be 
no more than a partial exchange, which 
liberates the whole of the English pri- 
soners, and part of the French prisoners , 
only ; and tlie general principle of libera- 
tion, on which both Governments agree, 
will be unexecuted.— Whether the bpa- 
niih JunUta shall refuse the proposed ex- 
change, that it will be* found impossible 

to treat with these meetings, oir tfiat they 
are on the eve of dissolution, are three ob- 
stacles in the way of the execution of the^y 
paragraphs cited in articles XI and XU, 
and which must prevent the liberation of 
the French in the English prisons, 
f To coniinueiL ) 
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TO Tin:*. 

READERS or* THE REGISTiaL 


The Table or Contems, tlie Index, 
&c, to the prC'Cnt Volume, Mill be in- 
cliivlctJ ill the Me.!'/ Numbers, ih \t is to 
say, in the two first Numbers of the nrM 
Volume ; hut, the}'' will be .so printevl Hj 
to be conveniently sepnraud from the N tm- 
bers'in which they art*, iiicludctl ; ami the 
reatler will have nothing to «'lo but to take 
them out and put them to tlioir proper 
Voluim* This was thought to be pre- 

ferable to the f)uhlishing of a Donhle 
Icr, and will^be attended w'itii the addi- 
tional advantage of my being enabled to 
complete the Tables of Prices, ecc up to 
the la^t day of the year. 


SUIVIMARY OF POLITICS. 

King’s Illness. The Regency. 

It is, it woul^f seem, now become impossi- 
ble any huger to disguise the fact of the 
King being ex Iremely ill ; and, it is worth 
observation, that in the chief of the venal 
prints, iho Coi;iiiF.R, a letter appeared on 
Saturday last, stating that the King was 
much better ; that a material change for the 
betta' had taken place; when, as it now 
appears, the King was, at the very lime 
.spoken of iu this sliam letter, in a very 

dangerous w’ay. -All that we read in 

these venal prints is calculated to deceive 
and cheat the public. The falshoods^ 


I whici: they have promulgated, upon this 
I subji ct, .since the fact of the King’s ill- 
I ne*'S rouhl no longer l>0 kep* wliolly from 

i the public, surpns-. perhaps, any thing of 
the kind that even tiiis nation has ever 

before witnessed. What a shame is this 

in iLself! Hub when oiu come.s to look 
into the iral cause of it, how much blacker 
floes ilie thing become IVhn these fal.s- 
hoods Why hlioiild the truth be witlihelil 
fioiii tliu* public ? Why should •these fr.iudj^ 
have been thus continually practised ? 
Every man’s mind will suggest the proper 
answer, and will, at the same lime uacli 
hyn to hold in delesyation iho mon, 
in whose minds the falshoods ha\e mani- 
festly been batched. In my last Niiiit- 

biM’, I pointed out very cleaily how the 
language of the venal lyanis had chuuffcd, 
upon the subject of the j):oposcd Unuta^ 
iions, since it was discovered, that the 
PniNCF. would not ;tdmit JMr. Pf.rclvai. to 
an interview. Tlicy were all decided for 
710 iiiaitations at all, while they were u«sf?it- 
ing that Jlis Royal Iliighncss would mriL: 
no chani'c iu the ministry. They coupled the 
opinion with the assertion, Tlicy were 
equally clear and umnialifr d as to both. 
But, the moipent they !iad ttn confess, that 
the PiiiNCR had refus'Cil to see Pvlr. PtRc«« 
v.\l, that mi‘meni they discoverid, that 
«// the limitations of 1798 ouglit 7ioiw to 
be imposed. Tli'-y had liefoie^iid Vx- 
pre.s.sly, that the material change of circum^ 
5 /fl/ 7 c,vf.r that ha<l taken plm e smre I7sy, 
called for a change in the pimi of a 
Regency,* and particnhr'y, that the licni- 
tatiom then thought necessary, coujd not 
he thought necessary but the mo- 

ment they foupd that the Prince had re- 
fused to see Mr. Perceval, they tacked 
suddenlv about, and could perceive tba» 
2 T ' 
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those limitations, in their* full extent^ weie nicut, or a Vrivi/ Vune; or, the people 
absolutely iiecessar)»^ and, indeed, the would have tf> b»»ar nevi taxes to detiay the 
CouRiEU of the 2 ( 3 lh instant says, that expenecs of*l)oth ; so that, the King's in* 

” the circuvistanAs hate Khaii'^cd, but the eapaci'y to perforin the duties of his high 
"change li* in fatour qt the nccc.^sUi/ t,t rc^ oQj.ee. nould iMing upon the people the 
" £/r2c‘/2«/zsil^'— One would wonder how burden oi‘ ur- j bousebolds ainl two privy 
any man was to bo found €>apal)lo ol base- pifrses, — — f Can any man 
ness like this. Tlic 1‘act must be seen to answer rue that (,a. stioiT? Will the most 
be believed of hnnjaii nature. U serves, venal <*f tjie xenal tribe tell me for what 
however, to show us what cj^-e the sort reason this oogiit to be? Can any such 
men and t/ie son of means opposed lo the* man fin<i ou., or r.liempt, a jiislifcation of 
loclgmg of the Royal Anthoruy, full and such a measure I C.:n an^ nian discover 
undivided, in the Inrids of the ileir to flic an apology for it ; can he make up any, 
throne.— — We hate beforo t^kcii a gem*- even the slightest pieieiice or excuse for 

ral view of ihi? tendency, in a conslitu- it? Let us hear what has been said by 

tional point of vieA\, of" imposing limiia- the ConuiER of the 2 Jth instant, as t(* 
tions upoA llis Royal Highness. biiU are this point, which will enable us to judge 
the p'eopic aware of ^ic way. in widcli of the r(?asous lliat can be urged in dc- 
some part of these limitations wovld ope- fence ot i.uch a.*measnrc.“Ile first tells 
rate, in a preuniaru point of vteiv ? Arc us what passed in the Jlouse of Ccmnioui 

they aware o^the new and heavy burdens respecting it: " After the Ciaileiy \\\\m 

that mW, in consequence of such Imhta- “ cleared, Ptlr* Wynn a&ked Mr, iVrcexid 

lions, be imposed upon them ? Some " wh.othcr, in the event of the ilon.^r 

explanation is nccessurv hcio. — — One " agreeing to tlie Uesiiiction, which wouiil 
part of the project of 17 Sd was to with- " deprive the lfegx*2u of the juMnin^ition < 
hold from the Piince the appoinlmont of " the Officers oftjie Household, he [nopostd 
the several oQiots connected with the Kind's ** to foih>w the plan given notice of by 
Household, and also to keep from him the 'MAIt. IMtf in 17 ss, of allowing to the 
allowance H’or the King’s l*ri^ Purse. " Regent an additional re^ul uUibU^tnnmt, 
Both these were to be placed in the hands "and ii iposing fiosh taxes, to defray 
of Her Majefjty, the Q,i:een, who was lo " the expcncc of it, to nhkk ]\Ti\ Ptr- 

have a Council to aid lior.— — The offices ctvd urisnered in the qffinMallvc” 

of the llousehokl arc very consideVablc^fM | Having quoted this passage, the vcikaI 
point of number and emolument, and, of • man sets about an anlicipaiio!? of wi.a' 
course, of iriiliience. 'i he allowance for ! will be objected to such a measure; and 
the King's Privy Pur.se is ii sum of not less I he ^hen, in the m.iiiuer .that we .shall 
tium 00,000 poiimls a year, which, aj tin ! see, e.’idcavours to ansivcr the objections 
reader will observe, is wholly independent | winch he anticipales. — 5-" From liie 
i’.nd over and above, all the expcnccs ot " ,d)ove paragraph we are leil to appre- 
tho household and all rtie settled and Keou,a " bend ills the design of opposition to make 
cxpcnces or disbursements of ijie Kmg. "the same ,ah^ai»i cwy against assigning 
It is so much money which he may, and " the Prince a due income for the mainte- 
does, dispose as he pleases. He " nance ol his new dignity, which was raised 

may give it away, or lay it up, or do what " in 17 «y. Do the n|>p»)siiion now intend 

he likes with it. This, in a kingU " to raise the same silly objcelion? " Fresh « 

government, niay^ or may not, be pro- "taxes!" This it is supposed wdll touch 
]Vi?r ; but, ^lowever men may dillVr in "John Bull in the tender ^3oint ? Under 
...pinion as to the general propvicly of it, " the idea that John is a sordid ungene- 
all must agreei I think, that the privy " rou.^ wrelcli > is this a bait Uirow/i out to. 
purse ought tb go with the Ri^al Atahoriiy, " catch a little popularity ? If it be, those 
becauscvit is given for the purpose of sup- " have thrown it are shallow panders 
porting the splendour of the throne, which " of ike base passions of the people, the most 
is regarded as necessary to the welfare of “ mischievous advisers the Prince of Wales 
the pcpple.— The project of J 78 S, is, it " can^have about him. Is it not obvious 
would seem from the language of the ** ho^ many unpleasant recollections must arise 
venal prints, to be acted upon, if the two II from a discussion qf the J^ mce^s pecuniary 
Houses agree to it; and, of course,. His recollections which all good men 

Royal Highness, the Prince, would, in "must wish t/i ? Will not tV/- 

such case, have to exercise the functions " naTured reniaiks be made upon the oifer 
of Royalty, without a Household JSiio^uA- "of conducting so high an cihee, without 
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any additional provisioni by a personage 
** taho htt$ found the provision already as^ 
*' signed insufficient for his support, and the 
" chief grounds ()f whose unpopularity, now 
“ happily obliterated, wtTuhisdebfs? 
« Should these gentlemen have the Prince 
** declare, that mortgaged and hftfup‘,i\'il 
** his income already is, as ho 

“has found it, yet still he is willing and 
“ able to undertake ah oflfict; of far greater 
“ cxpence, without any addition, d allow- 
“ance? WouW they hav^ the Regent, so 
“eiearly our King as he will be, live in a 
“ private style, walking the streets in a 
“ brown coat, fnaiiitaoting veilhtr state tior 
“ dfffinVy f And all tins lor the hr.v gio- 
“ veiling moti\e o*f catching a HttU' popn- 
“ lariti/ from the moh, by not iniposiiig 
“ fresh taxes? Were the Slinisiers to pio- 
“ pose sucli a plan, then indeed they niight 
be accused of degrading liovulty ; and 
“ there would he heard against them a 
“ loud cry of just indignati<»n. It is singu- 
“ lar, that while aelaiuour is raised against 
“ cramping the Regent’s power, those 
“ persons who raise it, who call themselves 
“ his friends, should advise him to cramp it 
“ in the mou essential point — the pecuniary 
** provision for his state and dtgnitp. Such 
canting map please Sir Francis Hurdetl, 
** and his rabble; and were this the 
“ time of iu being heard, we should as- 
“ cribe it to the coun‘'cls of the wortliy 
“Baronet. No: 'I lie Regent must have 
“ a provision suited to his lan!; and digiii- 
“ ty; and suitably to that rank and dig- 
nity he must live. He must hold a 
Court, have JL,.evces and drawingnooms, 
“ and appear surrounded with spleiuloor 
“ in public. All men of sense allow that this 
“ splendour U csscnlia^lp necessarp to ensure a 
due respect for Ropaltp ; and'least of «ariy 
“ can It be dispensed with in these ii nes, 
“Many ini^tauees might be given of Roy- 
“ alty failing info contempt by^ ibe plain 
“ appe*arancc and familiar habits of those 
“ on whom it had devolved. The sages of 
“ the Burdctfrschool have often recommended 
•* that the ser^iants of the Sl(\fe should work 
•\fi^il!toul pap; But we trust they will not be 
“ gratified by seeing a RegentHvithoutaoy 
“ pecuniary provision as such, and wilh- 
“ out a regal establishment; even although 
“ such an arrangement should render ne- 
“ cessary the imposition of “ Fresh 

“ Taxes !** ” Now, reader, after re- 

eating to you, that this is taken from the 
ouiiiER news-paper of the 25th instant, 
and begging you to bear in mind what 
the character and description, of that paper 


IS, let me ask youlf you, in your wliol^ life, 
ever cast your evew upon any in whiwh 
the mean; MEUrENARY,aiid mALUiI. 
NAN r niiiui wa^s.) clc»-ly visible ? '1 he 
man, who pcmied, f'v who dictated, orv\Iio 
approved of th.s, in - -oia t„ [iio- 

fou!<J hypc^crisj, a »le:'’ix*c ni' inahgniip 
rprely to h / nu t with c\en u\ that malig- 
nant school, in which he has been edu- 
t^tfd. in mosst other writings, Innvcvir 
lalse and ba*^ upon file w'hole, we find 
something of iiniincxcc[)tionabIe sort; hut 
here all is fiUidiood or misropresemation ; 
all is malignant and base.-, — No ansiocr 
is here given, or attempted to be given, 
to the comjddint which is anticipated, 
that the pciipdc would have to sAistaiii the 
h*irdcn of Ri'gal cstabli.^hmciils. * No : 
to that romplaini was impossible ; 

oul, therefore, in the viudictL'cness of his 
lu art, the amhor of llvis p.vugi'aph, this 
lead' V of those venal men who cali them- 
selves “ the lopal;"* who have assumed the 
cxclti.-.ive .nppellatioa of King’s friends ; 
this man, who has, at the same time, the 
impudence to impute disloyal motives to 
others, liipkes use of the occasion fo eii- 
d»»avour to excite popular dislike of the 
Heir Appaieiit to the throne, atidthat, too, 
by infinualions as false as they are ma- 
lignant. -The Piinee is here told, that,, 

i( any objection be made to the contem- 
pi.jted measure, the diic^ssion will give 
ri>c “ to many unpleasant recollections be- 
“ longing to his pecuniary adairs, which 
“all good mci/' [Oh! the base hypo- 
cute!] “must burjrd in oltUvionf* 

“ ant! then he i , told, that the “ chufgrowuU 

vi' h}Si unpopuluiUp, are. his debts/* 

ill the fust place, it false to say, as it ig 
here clearly .sai 1, that llis Royal High- 
ness is, or ever has been, unpopular with 
any part of the people, except such as 
\vei\: milled by the hypocritical cant of 
lliosc, whose selfiah purposes ft answered 
to mi>rcpre.<icnt him, to discolour all his 
actions; to siWead out everts speck into 
abroad and odious blemUh, and who, b«« 
it well remarked, while lliey wore tho 
unqualified defenders of the unbouride4 
profligacy of foreign courts, for jihe sus- 
taining of wdiom against their indignant 
people, they were willing to sqc wasted 
the mood and svveat of Ehiginnd, hunted, 
with the nose of the Beagle and the eyes of 
the Lynx, for faults in the Prince of VYales. 
In short, that man must not have lived in 
England ; that man m»nt have heard no^ 
thing of England, who does nut know« 
that tq misrepresent, to undermia^f 

8 Tia 



1319] ^ • POLITICAL l^GIS^ 

blacken, to pull down anS to keep down^ 
to fcnitr weiifht or consequence, 

tlie Prince of VV'^ales, has, for many years, 
been the leading feature dn tiui policy of 
ttiose, who have been the worst on eiiiies of 
ihe peop4e^)f England that the people of 
En:<tand ever knew ; the mer^ciless ene- 
mies of them in their property, iheir li- 
berty and their lives; and, who, under 
Ihc garb of loyaby, have really done alk 
that in them lay to extirpate all the just 

and useful prerogatives of the Crown. 

" The (U'bts of the Prince !“ And, 
had he debts Hint he was unaljlo to pay ? 
Xot because he* expended more than it 
became him to spend ; but because that 
which he ought to have received was with- 
held from him. He neve r oughU to hav<? 
bcenieduccd to the necessity of making 
any application to parliament, or to any 
hotly else, \va^ as necessary that he 
should Ifave the means of inutiiiicencc as 
that the King slrndd have such means, 
liut, it was always the wish of the persons 
spoken of above, tliat In? should, as often 
as p()*^sihh*, 1)0 reduced to a state that 
compelled him to make applications for 
moiHy,and that, upon all such occasions, 
there should* issue forth a fiesh sUarin of 
insinuations against him, while a hundred 
times (he amount of his wants was 
' expended, upon others without calling 
iorth the sligWest animadversion. — |- 
Tlic readci* 'vill not fail to observe, that 
the very persons, who are now promul- 
gating these revived insinuations against 
^ the Prince, and 4vho, as was before^ ob- 
served, have, for many years past, taken 
«very opportimity of exhibiting him to 
the people as a squand<9rerof their money ; 
these very persons, have, upon all occa- 
sions, been the defenders of grants, how- 
ever enormous and unmevittd, to others. 
In all such cases, they have talked of the 
necessity of such grants to the support of 
the splendour of the throne and the kingly 
grfVermnGnt f they have iusitted that the 
i*ing ought to have the power of grunting 
even (he reversions, three or four deep, of 
sinecuic pl.ices; they have defended the 
sinecure rSysicm ; they have called such 
places the freeholds of the patentees; 
they have, in all such cases, called it cant 
and huqtiiig after popularity to oyposesuch 
grants ; but, in cases, where money was 
wanted for the Prince of Wales, they have 
<is<>nined the language of econortm, have 
talked ofihe hui thtnso^ the people, have 
caused th(‘ matter to be discussed till it 
he<itue tlic topic of every farm-heuse, and 
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have, in their detestable publications, of 
varicui. sorts and endless number, held him 
forth as the ^reat, and almost the cAilj', 
spender of the public money — How 
unjust this is, how flagrantly false, any one 
will see wht) looks into the Lists of Places 
and Pensions, where he will find that Lord 
Arden, the llrother of Mr. Percf-val, re- 
ceives, as ihe proceeds of a sinecure, full 
one third part as much aH is allowed to His 
Royal Highness, the Heir Apparent tu the 
Throne, and of wliich sinecure, be it not 
forgotten, Mr. Perceval himself has life 
rerersion * Hi^ Royal Highness is not al- 
lowed more than itvicc as much as ha» 
been, for years, received by the Marquis 
of Buckinghanr) ; and he is not allowed 
mot e than about. timesas mucii as is re- 
ceived, in net pnofits, by M n Garn i nu, the 
patentee of the Oflice Apothccanj Gene- 

ral to the Army ! Now, I put it to iho 

reader, whether there ever was a more 
foul attack, ever more base insinuations, 
than tliose now revived and propagated by 
the enemies of the Prince ; and whether 
the people onghj; not, by all the constitu- 
tional means in their power, to show their 
abhorrence of such proceedings and at- 
tempts. The reviving and propagating 

of such 'insinuations clearly demonstrate 
the real character oi' the persons, with whom 
they evidently originate, ^nd whose 
'' loyaUtf** and ** friendship for the A7;>g’* 
have now received a most satisfactory ex- 
planation. Tlic.se arti profc.ssions calcu- 
iatc(k to deceive and t» ch«at the nation, 
and inicnrlcd for that sole purpose. Those 
who use them would now teur to nicce.s, if 
they could, the. kingly government, raiher 
than see it in (he hands of the Prince of 
Wales ^ and .this only« because they are 
aware, that his Royal Highness would not 
use it for purpo.ses for wdiich ihci/ would 
wish to see it used. If he were ready to 
make the use of it that ihei/ desire, not a 
w ord should we hear from them about the 
necessity or' limitations ; not a vmrd about re- 
gard for the King, for, in fact, they have no 
feeling of atfecdion or of COMPASSION, 
as is clearly shown in iheVhole of their 
publications, of every sort aiub shape.—*. — 
Sucli is their '' loyalty such is the con- 
duct 6f those> who, by way of excellence, 
call themselves ** the loyal;** and against 
all such, and men of such principles, let 
Impe that it is quite unnecessary to put 
his Royal Highness upon his guard.— 
This venal writer chooses to suppo.se that 
which no man has said or meant. He 
chooses to represent those who aie op- 
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posed to the measure of limiiuiioiis gene- 
rally and to the creating of Hvmhold 
in particular ; he chooses to represent 
these persons as wishing the liafcnt to hove 
nQ 0 re^al'eitab!Uhm€ntt but to sechm iiulkin^ 
the streets in a btou'n coat. Tin's lie chtiofes 
to asc.ume, htcuuse he anticipates, tiiat we 
shall ot»j( cL to raw taxes in ''.rile^ to uphold 

an additional rCf^ui ^stnhllshmcnt, What 

an impudent nnsiepresentation is thiN ! 
And what a Contempt siu^t sii h a mm 
httve for the uudrrst-.Midings of his readers ! 
■■■- ■ ISo : we do not' wish the Urgent to 
walk the street in a blown coat and to l-e 
unable to cope w'jlh Liird Arden or Mi. 
Perceval in point t)f expenditure. \Vc 
do not wish the Regent to be without a 
regal esiablislinicnt. WchJo not w ish Inm 
to be stripped of ap the splendour belong- 
ing to tin; kindly ollice. We whhjust the 
contrary ; we wish him to have I tli ’ pow 
ers and all the spleiulour ot a king ol Eng 
land : but, as we kin^w tliat there already 
is a regal Establishment, we wish him to ^ 
Jia\e that, as long as it sl^\ll be necessary | 
for him to fill the higli Office, tt) which 

that esiaDlishineiit belongs. Tiiis venal 

writer impudently takes it for Granted, 
that we consent, or, at least, that it wnll 
finally be delerriiine<l to xcithhnld from Hit 
Hoynl Jiii^hness the PRl’>iENT lloushold, 
the pic%>eni regal establishment; when 
the fact notoriously is, that it is now a 
<]uestion to be decided, in the two Houses, 
wljethei the present e^Lablishmeiil is^o be 
withheld from the Prince, or not : it is 
notorious th^ this is the ijueslion now at 
issue; and yet this wiilcr, with im- 
pudence truly characteristic of venality, 
S|>eaks ot the thiikg as stuff d ; speaks of 
the fpi(?slion as decided; speaks cf the 
thing, in short, as if the present regal esta- 
blishment was, by common consent, to be 
withheld from the Prince. Such bare- 
faced misreprcseiiiation as this impose 
upon some people; but one would hope, 
that the nuhiber capable of bring so im- 
posed up\;riMnusi be wy few' indeed. 

■ ■ ■ Another Vick resorted to is to •(peak 
of the in>|)osing of i|fv; taxes, for the jmr- 
pose of providing a housh<dd for the Re- 
gent, as an act of ma^Hnimity on the p<nt 
of the Minister; as if he were willing to 
face the uupopidarity that might ari.se liorn 
such a measure. And here the example 
of Mr. Pitt is quoted, who, in an.swer to 
the complaints of the Opposition in I7il8, 
said, that, before he went out of office, he 
himself would propose the taxes neces- 
sary for a new establishment for the Re- 
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gent. — —How magifanimous this was I J/e 
Would incur the unpopularity of imposing 
imv taxes for dm sake ofihe Recent ! AVhat 
a flimsy' pretence? Tiie new taxes were 
to be imposed Jor the sake qfhmmeffand his • 
party, vihy would, of course, have been 
the Council of Her Majc.(ity, in whose 
iiands the old cstabli.thuient was to bp 
kept 'I'her^ then was, as ih* re now is, a 
legal Establishment ; and, in order that 
that miifht lemain under fits tnjlwnce, the Mi- 
in*lrr would lay on new to make 

another tor .the Pr.nco. would have 
made the fieople p.iV the* » xpctices of a 
new eMablishment, in order that he and 
h s party might stiil possess alf the^ influ- 
ence bolcktiging to the old one. What rare 
inagnaiiiiiiTy ! Wbat kindness tow'ards 

tin Prince ! The enemies of kingly 

go\crnment have alvvSys pt-.^cctl amongst 
ns evils the great expinieir aitachetf to the 
legal stale. Its fneiids have been obliged 
to ai'kiiow'Iedge that the thing was, in itself, 
an objeCiion ; but that it wa.s far over- 
balanced by certain advantages; and, 
they have, at the same time, contended, 
that such expellees were, in lad, made for 
the sak^o/ the people, and not for the sake 
the A. n//’, that ihey wexe necessary to the 
huffly office, which office was nctessar'y to 
X\\c xvtlfare of the people. Now, what bc- 
itpnies of all this reasoning, what be- 
comes of this defence of Kiiigiy c.siablish- 
inents, if we are to .see the prc.seiit esta- 
blishment withheld from linn, who is to fill 
the^<j//?cr of King; d' we see it separated , 
from the Office, and held in hand as a 
mere persontd possessum ll w«? see it kept 
back for the use ol^tiic King, -.md that, too, 
during the time that he snail be known, and 
officially declared, to be incap.it »‘e of per- 
foiTiiing any of i!i» fiiAclii*ns of ili.n office, 
to reiidei which efficient foi the si race of 
the people, such tslablixhmeni i" hi id to be 
necessary, and upon wnicii ground abme 

the supj.orruv^^ »)f it is ju^tifteil. Tfieii 

again, suppos ihc King sh. uld r* c v^? 
Tin- Prince, in «hat case, wmi'h have to 
lay down In^ aew estnOlishment There 
would he anoiiier change, and <iiat too', of 
no very agreeahir kind. Whereas, if he 
take, as 1 trust he will, the pieseiit House- 
hold and J^tal)li.dimeiit, theft noyld he no 
< hange at. all of a nature lo pnidiac .«ny 
disagreeable impressirtfi He w«iuld merely 
have to give up the Otfice, with ail that 
belongs to it, to his Enther, without any 
new expences 'T any of those dilliculties 
that toust inevitably ari.se in the othef 
I case.— — And, why should not this be.? 
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VV^iat«a.wn is tlierc Tor keeping the old 
establishment in the hands of othet persons f 
The Kint( himscli cannol*use it ? To him 
no splendour can be necessary ; and, as to 
the Ciuet*nt1t. is well krioTvn, that she could 
not retain tlie establiw'.limenfs a moment 
af ter the Kinij's iknth, and, of course, that 
it cannot be f^tlln^^ that she should ])os- 
fies5i it n:.w. Indeed, il in nowise belong^, 
to b.er; she has a provision other own, 
or, at least, appropriated to herself; t)ie 
]lou^h(>ld bi lcuiging to the Office of the 
King, and th?it, too, for ihc o/* the 

people. For whhm, then, is this va«l estab- 
Jislunciit to he kept jp at the same time 
that tl\e people are called upon to support 
another for the Prince? Forwhhm? Who 
is to have the maiiageiiK nt fd' it ?• Who is 
to possess the In lu fit <.f it ? Who is to have 
the political idiiuenoe ileiived from its pos- 
8e<>suon ? In short, bow is it p'O^siblr to bud 
out a pretence, even a sbuvhAV of reason, 
for su('b a rneAsurc i — — 'J'lic vt nal writer, 
after having ^ in the manmT abovt -describ- 
^d, inisrcpresenUd the (juestion; after 
•having impudently taken fur granted, that, 
by coinniui; consent, the old esfublisli- 
nient is to be WMtliheld from the ‘Prince, 
and that the opponents of the Ministers 
wish that no new taxes should be imposed 
for the purpose of making a new rcpal 
establishment; tlfter tins, he says, that 
men, except Sir Francis Bcrdltt r/iid 
•* his rabble, wish the kingly orticc to be 
" surrounded with splendour. He then 
says, that the atnt against taxation may 
** please them, who have often recommended 
that the servants of the state should 
'' work without — If in falshood 

there can be degrees, these are the most 
false of this venn! and malignant man’s 
assertions. Siu Francis Huudett has 
never repre.'-ented taxes as unnecessary ; 
he has never attempted to represent taxes, 
in^the abstract, as an oppression. He is 
too wise to entertain silCli an* opinion, and 
has too much integrity and sincerity to 
alfect to btdieve it. 1 might Lunient my- 
self with I his denial, and leave the malig- 
nant acchscr to prove his charge ; but, 1 
HviH not so content myself. I will prose 
the neffathc, and hold up the malignant 
accusev*to public scorn.— -On the 2nd of 
July, 1^04, when the Minister came to 
Parliament for a large grant (59!,84'2/.) to 
pay off the arrears only of the King’s Civil 
List, Sib Francis Burdett, upon the sub- 
ject of taxation, said, " 1 rejieat; that fecl- 
ing the pressure of the times, ahd the 
uisappUcatioii of the public money, I am 


averse to every^ thing tliathas a tendency 
to increase our difficulties. 1 am, how- 
** ever, far from wishing to make a general 
“ declaration against every species qf taxation. 
“ I am of opinion, on the contrary, that 
" faxatlon, properly applied, may be as be- 
“ neficial as the moisture absorbed by the sun 
** from thevarth, whic^, falling again in rains 
*' and dfws, fertilizes the *soil. But, how dif- 
fereiil that taxation, which is extorted 
“ from tli j iudasl?ry of the people, and flp- 
plied only to cormpt their morals, andunder- 
mine their freedom I Such is the system 
“ which has been the ruin ofother countries, 
** and i*. likely to be lhc*ruin of this if the 
“ constitutional interposition of parlia- 

** ment does not, prevent it.^’ This has 

alwiys, upon similar occasions, been his 
langiuge. Let. the malignant son of ve- 
nality, thrrefure, ri gorgo his accusation,or 
lei liU fnuli.^u roadeis believe him, if they 
will. Hi; know ; v\ell, that neither Siu 
l’K\Ntis BuaoM r, nor any man of his 
principles, has ovar cxprcs.scd a sentiment 
resembling I iio-bv here imputed to them; 
hut, he also knows, that Sir F/ivncis Bi;r- 
Dr. rr is llie implacable, the mortal, foe ot 
siat-seliing and of curnipiion and piihliv 
rohherif oVevery sort ; and it is for this that 
the xMKAN, MEBCKNAHY and MALK.v 
NANI’ men hate him, and wodld v\ illingly 
see him broiled alive. For this it is that 
they thus labour, that they incessantly toil, 
to misrepresent his opinions und his views ; 
being well assured, that, if*hi> wishes be 
accomplished, they arc destroyed.— 
Very unfortunatii indeed wtis this venal 
man in introducing ^Sir Francis Burdett 
as one of those, who would wish to sec 
His Royal Highness the Prince walking 
the streets in a brown coat, and stripped of 
all the splendour belonging to his rank ; 
for, not only has the Honourable Baronet 
never let fall an c^presvion to wAirani 
such a charge, but he ha^, upen diver? oc- 
casions, and upon every occixsion when lie 
with propriety could, cxpiesstd sentiments 
of an exactly Opposite cast^'^He has not 
only, upon every such occasion, expressed 
his Avish, that the several branches of the 
Royal Family should have a suitable and 
splendid establishment, observing, that it 
was not Mi^that would oppress the people, 
that Mis was comparatively nothing, that 
the people never did, and never ought to 
grudge tlm, and that, indeed, one of the 
great sins of the system of which he com- 
plained, was, that it kept down the Royal 
Family, while it oppressed the people. 
This has been uniformly his language^ as 
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often as occasion lias served ; and, ho has 
been partk'ularly strong up^ri all these 
occasions, in protesting against the ilUberal 
treatment, as to pecuniary matters, expe- 
riejiced by His Royal Highness, the 
Prince of Wales. Of this fact those who 
are at all acquainted with what has passed 
in the political world will want no particu- 
lar proof ; but, as.tii# MICAN,* IVIJiUCl*:- 
NAIiV and MALIGNANT men have pul < 
forward the gccusation, I cannot refi iln 
f^piu quoting another jTassage from Sia 
Francis's speech of 2nd July, ISOt, upon 

the Civil List grant then jiroposed : 

** My most serious objection,” said he, to 
“the vote proposed, rei'ers tothc wmcohs/i- 
“ tulional application of the public money. 
“1 advert to the sums •fid vanced to the 
“ princes of the blood, 'without the cotMit 
'* of Parliamuit, f do not thinli it decent 
“ or becoming that the princes of Eiig- 
“ land should be dependent on the 7mnister 
“ of the day. If they wanted relief, they 
“ ought to have^madcrfipplication to tJie 
“ House ofCoinnious, and not condescend 
“to receive boitnties from the Chancellor of 
** the Exchcijuer, I reCv^IIt-ct, . lumever, 

“ and the reflection ^/ic/Ji^i/i.llnt when- 
“ ever they have applied to ihis^lIou>e in 
“ a consiituiional way, for ' that relief to 
“ ivhich tlit^ii'ere entitled^ their t lairns have 
“ been 7 ejected. This has been particularly 
“ evinced in the applications of that Ic- 
“ LUSTRious r\L:Miiiiu or tuk Family, who 
as he deserv< s, tlie particular 
“ tion mid confidence (f the people ; and is 
“ therefore, pLidiaps, vn Oijject of jea- 
“ LOUSY TO .oML. Rat, whenever these 
“ princes have appealed to ministtrs pri* 

** vatcly, that assistance his been imeon- 
“ stituiionally granted, whkh ought only 
" to have llowed from Parliament, it is a 
“ subject of regret and surprise, that what 
“ Parliament has should be bestoiccd 

“ by •tninhienal influeticeJ* Such have 

alwa^-s been the sciuiineutM of SirFr-vncis 
Blrdett ujrbu tills subjvLi ; and yet, these 
venal men have the impudence to hold 
him forth as » person, whb wishes to de^ 
^radt the Royal Anlhoriiy and the Royal 
Family ; as a per*.on who vvi.dies I Re- 
gent “ to walk the streets in a brown 
“ coat as a perjoa who is desirous of 
using his great inJluence with the people to 
persuade them, that all taxes are unneces- 
sary anil opjyi'esiivc, and that the several 
branches of the Royal Family, aud the 
Prince of Wales in particular, ought to be 
regarded as squanderers of the people* s eam^ 
I 7 ?g 5 . And this these venal men do at 
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the same moment, that they are exerting 
all tlu-ir iunuence to revive the bast insi- 
nuations i\\>pecling the Prince’s expcnces ; 
at the same moAieiu that they have the 
impudence to talk td’ « the aupopularity 
“ arising from his at thtslme mo- 

ment thut^hey are tauming him with 
having his income anticipated, “ mort^ai;cd, 
“ an*l hninperalf and are, in bhort, loav- 
. nig nothing untried to place him in alight 
at oiico the most odious and mo^.t cun- 
tciupiitde. These arc the men who as- 
sumu to themselves the appellations of 
“ the /oy«/,”*and of “ Ktnf s jS ietihf* the.;a 
[are the men, wlto have, for years, been 
icj)rcN.mtiiig as Jacobin'^ txwd Letr//crs and 
fraitnrs^ all ilmse who w i.sF.eTl, aqd who 
still wishf for a i i form of nhuscs, a de- 
structitifi ot aCai'Selliug and of corruption, 
hut who have never washed for any thing 
that shoiilil take from the King oj his fa- 
I mily -any part of their just prerogatives, 

I or cUiy of the iu.lijis of supporting the 
digniLy and splondonr belonging to their 

high rank and s»:vfoi). Tlieie are, too, 

I have hi’cn told (and I heard it with a 
rnixiiire of surprise md indignation) men, 
wiio call themselves il^e Prince’s 
“ Friends,” who have taken upon them 
to say, that Sin Fiuni us Rurdltt was not 
to be cQTisuhrcci In that character. If they 
meant by Piincc^s FWcwdji, ifiosc who may 
lAve espoused Ids cause /cJr their oten sakes; 
who have been looking to hhn, because it 
W'is their last and only hope ; because it 
w'^s u sell ss for them to look elsewhere; 
if this he what they rrtcaii by “ Prince's 
“ fiicmls,” Sir Francis docs, certainly, not 
make one of them. Rut, will any one of 
tluse genilemen fund, 1 tiust, they are 
few in number) show' me hoio and udun 
they have show'ii their friendship tovvarjis 
the Prince ? Will they sd\ow me how and 
ivhcn they liave given proofs of tins friend- 
ship? Aud, will they show me; will the 
best of them show me, how they are 
so ABLE Ilf serve the Prince as Sir Fran- 
cis Burdett has been, and now is ? VTnl 
they show me, will any of them under- 
take to prove to me, that Mar opinions are 
likelv to go fuitlier w'ith the nation, than 
the opinions of Sir Francis Burdett ? Will 
they attempt to say, that, cither in Eng- 
land, in •Ireland, or in any part; of the 
world, the opinions of Sir Francis Burdett 
will not, upon any public matter, uid es- 
pecially upon a matter of this sort, weigh 

as much as theirs ? S>r Francis Burdett, 

as I mice before observed, wants nothing 
of tin? Prince but what every man may 
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wlijh for^ namely » his good 
opini Ai; he appears from his publicly de- 
clared seiitii.ienlscidways^to have regardtd 
hiui as having bcrn tr»;aied in an ifliberal 
nvinner, and as h?iving bciii, hy luul 
means, ailempted to be uiiJcnnined in 
the pjibl c opinion. Tin has h’oLed upun 
Ills ireal-mcnt ;vs nnjnst, and that, without 
rmv otner inouve, was butlicicnl to put a^* 
iiulepcuili n' and honest F.n^lish < i»^nth*- ' 
man <)n hn side ; and especially vviicn he 
baw the Piiijce assailed hy those foul m* 
r.inuatioiis svljich seem now to h.e revived 
with all their original maligui*^v. 

W COKBE'IT. 

State PrJ.scn, Ntw^^aic, 

Pviday, ilis'/i fJee, UMO. 

COliBETf 's PAKI.IAMi; NTAtiV W.- 

TlyVThS. On WcAit'^y ficxt, the IstoT 

January, will he voad^'^ Ihr dehvevv, the 
Six’ir.T S i ii, and J-Icvls n ‘.n im 
V olumes, eomprisin ^ the w l.olc of the 
3)i;l)aies anil Pro' tedings in I)o'h Ilouseu, 
^luring the I/vst iScssiou of l*ai liameiit. 


OFFICIAI. PAPIKS. * 

PttisoNEns OF W.\n. — OJIkial Dounnoiis, 
J'lOJh No. J. to No XVIJL rtmti if 
to the idle Negoetdthn for an Jirdutni^c 
of Pnsoners ffar, hctxL\*cn liirfiuiikl 
and Prance, — ( (Jontmuedfro/np. \[>\2 ) 

The oniy and iiirontestihlemc msofexec-ut- 
ing completely a ronoert. <1 principle of a 
general exchange, is to convi y to iho ^oad 
ot Calais all the Freneli prisoners, and those 
of the powers allit d to J^'rance, which are 
in England 'I'o bring also all the 1‘hig- 
lish prisoner'!, with a miinber iVoin the 
allies of Falkland, njaking togetliev uiiiim- 
ber equal to that of the I Veiieh, or the al- 
lies of France, who are prisoners in Eng- 
land, and there make the exchange — 
Bwthis meaus an exchange, which only 
ileoends on the will ol' the two (Govern- 
ments, will beefreeted. — From Calais, the 
British .government may transport the 
Spanish nrisnners to the ports of Spain 
still in 8 «aio of in&urrection, or do what 
they please with Uictii. This plan is 
simple and without obstacle, because it 
suits well enongli both governments. All 
the French prisoners in ilir power of Eng- 
land, and all the English in the pow'er of 
France, being liberated by these means, 
the surplus of the Spanish prisoners sliull 
be exchanged against the Frcncl^ pri- 
ioners in Spain; and to this end the Bri- 


tish (■overnment pvomisdl us lulervett- 
tion, v.s iar cas circumstanciis rendered il 
practicable to bring about the rxchange.-— 
The undersigned flatters biinstlf, li.at the 
justice of these observations will stnhesM. 
tiv* British Commissary; and that h will 
peiceive that the execution of a princi- 
ple acknowledged by the tw o Govcrnraenls 
cannot he* made to^depend on the will of 
iiiRurrectional govermm-Mls ; w hi* h, if the 
immense fm'ccs jvbich the ‘repose of the 
Continent pdacos at the tlisposal of Fiance 
arc coiisIdeiCil, evidently cannot last for 
the time lu-ces.-. iry to execute the whole 
of the articles of the ceunter-proje*^'t.— It 
is not in the spirit of p'vlde or presumption 
tliat ti:e i 2 :rb rsiLiicd insi:v5s on this last 
ep! lation, l.i.t ufi\y to ccrnf»F te il-o proof 
1 ha.t that o\ i ’:l i .iK'Uj; [dare, thr* i xemtion 
orparaguipbs I! : >ul IJ m ilie t;ii art. of 
the count 'r-prob ct wonP he come impos- 
sibl**, ciid tlu ■sitMaiio.i ol tin; 1'rciii‘h pvi- 
soii- is hi Er.ghmd would be 

eJespt rat^ an*l withbiit example.— In .sink- 
ing ti*ea ‘tuii! bahoro of prisoners of war 
between I’lauLoSm! Fii);^ltUid, it is twident, 
from a report cf luc popnladuii <d’ both 
nathnss, that there is ol’ one side and 
the otliev a I'loportion nearly equal of pri- 
soners of war ; consequently there is an 
equal propoitioii of wishesw in Fiance 
and in Eiii^land for their liberation, an 
< cpial proportion of warranty for the 
treatment which llicy may experience, 
andean equal power of, making le- 
prisal.s, if circumslarices should ren- 
der il necessary. — But if ^ve begin to 
dclivir up all ihe English prisoners.— 
F.nglaiid li.ids herself imniediUlely uiiin- 
teieytr*! in this specie^ of misfortnne; so 
inueli so, >liartli(i F'l enciimeii detained in 
Englaiul will find themselves wiihout war- 
ranty of exchange, and without warranty 
of the treatment which they expect.— Uii 
thi> rea.soniiig is established the principle 
cf a general exchange, and the principlu 
agreed upon. Il is thi.s argument which, 
ill reason, in poijcy, and bnmq(iity, admits 
not the execution of menhs tending di- 
rectly or indirectly to modify the conSc- 
queiTce. The undersigned raises not a 
question which could be mi.splaced here, 
in entering into a detail of the deplorable 
situatiort of the French prisoncis in Eng- 
land, crovi'ded in hulks, where they are 
deprived of all exercise. Cooped up by 
thousands in the prison of Dartmoor, de- 
scribed, by all the reports which have 
reached us, as situated in the most unw hole- 
some spot in England ; breathing in this 
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prison, as in the hulks, an«^ perhaps, worse, I 
a fcli.i and corTup-» d nir. ilu have con- | 
traoted contagious disordt rs, which carries j 
them ofFby hundreds, or which tcimiiiates ' 
in (Ueeases incurahle ; to say the least of | 
them, while they remain, England wii^ 
not derive any advantage from them. — 
The undersigned does not oppose* to this 
tdtuationof ihe Fren^'h prisoners, fhe good 
treatment received by the English pri- 
soners in Fraifte; di'»rni)uted in large 
citidaU situated in tlie most healthv cities 
of tlie empire, they exe rise tllems^•hes in 
all the extent of these places as f:eely and 
familiarly as our own people; and those 
among them who are laborious often ob- 
tain the reward which they deserve from 
their talents and industry. St# tar from hav- 
ing contagious maU^ies, they have fewer j 
diseases amting them, perhaps, tliaii if they * 
were perfectly free — The uridersigned i 
will make no more observatimis on the 
number t)f Hanovcriims mentioned in the j 
counter-])roject, nor on the omission of 1 
jtussia and Denmark, which are to be 
taken into comitleratum wifli France, in a 
treaty lor the exchange tif iheir pVisoners 
of war. — No discussivui can take place on 
these incidental questions until th^ bases 
of the ncgociation are settled.— 'riie un- 
dersigned bar# the Inmnui, &c. 

No. VIII. (August 1.) is a note from 
Mr. Mackenzie to M. Dumousiier. lie 
begins by regretting that lliroughoiit the 
W'hole of M Diimoustierks note, a stylc^of 
expiessioii and discussion prtwails, very ill 
calculated to fifomote the object wfiich 
they both profess to have in their view 
After some farther observations on the 
suggoslio is of M. Dumou'itier, he proceeds 
thus; — The principal objection stated 
asainsi ilie coniirt'r- project is, that the 
fulfilment of its execution depends upon 
‘ the will of others. This is inevitable in a 
transaction in which so many ddfcrerit 
Governments ;vc uu<*rcsted. It is impos- 
sible to avoid Vome <lelay, or to guarantee 
under all possible circumstaaces the exe- 
cution of a principle, however gtmeral its 
adopfion may be. An objection simnar 
to this, advanced against the British coun- 
ter-project, might be W’cll-applied to the 
French project ; since nniwiihstanding 
the enunciation of the prjiici|de of the uni- 
versal exchange in some of its articles, the, 
execution of this principle, as far as ap- 
pertains to the exchange between France 
■ and Spain (without naming any other Qo- j 
vernmentsjdcpends ori the consent of the j 
respective Governments. The only point j 
' . i 


proposed, which shonld he dofinitij^cIjP 
decided, was the re'^titution to France, 
without delay, ai^l in nfiss, of all the 
French priaoiiers iu England, and to Eng- 
land ot aM ihc Eiiglisli prisoners ij^^^'iiance : 
a stipul itioiiyaH the advaniages of which, 
notwi.h.stamling the siiignhii argument of 
M. Duinous'tier, i.s on rhe side of France. 
Eisen according to the proposition last 
transmitted, the full execution of » he prin- 
ciple, as to all the French prisoners in 
iSpaui, and the surplus of Spanish p*isofiers 
in iTance, wo.iild depend on ihe success of 
the iiitervcntioii of the Bftti.sh liovem- 
ment with that of Spain. — M. Dumoustier 
will therefore remark, lhai in estisbli.shing 
th:tt the exi*cut:oii of a priiicijde, adojited, 
at the s.nne time by ihe English Govern- 
ment and that of 1^'raiice, should not he 
left at the discretion ol*w'ha4 he thinks 
proper to call tin* insunvciioiial gdVern- 
nients of Spam, lie oib'-iitutcs for a princi- 
ple n ally adoj»tcd, viz. the gotieriil ex- 
change of all the prisoners on all hide's, 
the principle put forward by Franee, viz. 
The liberation of ail the In i neb prisoners 
in FiOglaiid, for all the English prisoners in 
Fr.mcc; ^nd then, because the im asurc 
proposed does not agree in certain points 
with the exiicution of a pnneiph? which 
JCiiglanil does not admit, he complain-^ 
tha| it annuls or eludes the conso- 
qtienciw tile most imj)ortant of the prin- 
ciple which binghmd does admit—. 
Again: — '' It w^as not within the cornpe- 
lence^of ilie fuuctiuns with which M. 
Dimiousticr and the. uiidei signed arc 
charged, to establish, or even to discus/i 
the question, relative* to the (iovernment 
of Spain. The undersigned must, however, 
observe, that a (Jovemment capable of 
putting armies in motiorr, and cap.ihle of 
making pri.soners of its enemies, i.s, at 
least, competent to treat wiih those me- 
mies for the exchange of its pri.>oner.s. 
That Governiuent, wlut h BritiaA 

acknow ledires for her ally, ought, at IcaflT 
to he consulted by iier as to what concern, 
her interests, Iht sentiments, and ht'i 
honour. It is for that Government to de- 
cide, whether it wishes to obtain the de- 
liverance of so many thousiands of Spa- 
niaids, w hOaTiiay co-operate in its df^cnce* 
in allowing for the price of lint ad vunhage. 
the <le!iverancc of so many thousand-' 
of Frenchmen who may co-operate in at- 
tacking her. — It does not belong to the 
undersigned to anticijMte upon the proba- 
bility ot* the duration, and on the final 
issue of the con'e>ti but if the overthrow' 
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•t' liiis Government so c erlaiii and so 
Heart that there is not eviMi liinc to coni* 
jnunicaie the oi’ cartel, he cannot 

refrain from asking what arc hecoine of 
all the argiimeritb employed with so much 
warintlb 'to induce Great Britain to ex- 
change the French priMOtu rs\n her power 
for the Spanish fwisonern in the power of 
France ? It the war with Spain is in fact 
so near its end, what reasort can there w 
that 111 such a case Great Ilritain iliould 
he ready to make a sacrifice for the ii> tx- 
chaii»e r — Iv should still be olisci vcd, that 
the plan now.proposed by M. Duniou. 4 icr 
diflei^» considerahdy from ilia*; proposed in 
the Flench pif.ji ct ; by which theaUerna- 
tivc was established, oi’sendingjlhc Spani:-h 
prisoners in Fri.nte into JOr.ghnjtl, or into 
the dillerent towns in Spain, which might 
be agreed upon. « Tliib last part of the al- 
terna^ve is alone ad.missible. It is not 
just that the embarrassment and the ex- 
peiKC of the transport of her allies to their 
respective countries should fall upon (iicat 
JIniaiJi. The only proper and eijuiiablc 
principle is, that cacii of tliu conti acting 
parti^^B should engage to transport into 
their resfK'cilve counlrie.s the. (uisonrrs 
which are found in their pONsession, — Tlie 
undersigned is charged, in consequence, 
with irifoiniing ISI. Dumou^ticr, that this 
part of the proposition coniaincd in his 
note is not admishiblo. Mr. ]\lackenzio is 
furlher ordered add to M. Dumoubtier, 
that the Britibh Government docs not feel 
itself bound in jpstiee to make any addi- 
tion to the humane and libeial proposition 
which has already been made in its name. 
It does not find il jelfrflisjioaed to depart in 
any degree from iis icnour.— -Neverthe- 
less, to establish ihi-* sincerity of its desire 
to rtlccl ai\ i*xchani„c and a cartel, if pos- 
.sible, in a point of view Mill more clear, 
the uudciftigiied aiitliorisej to propose 
an additional articlv, which ought entirely 
to rnmov® *Jie appi(.hv n<ions oVliie French 
J.'<ivernment of llie po^nljilfty of a conti- 
nuation ui the eajnivily of its subjects, 
otic*- air tlic Britisli subjecla shall have 
ho ei» h^uaated. — Alier some fuulicr re- 
marks, 'Mr. Mackenzie continues: — -M. 
Duiuuustier disavows an intention of agi- 
lilting a question which he ftels i-» luis- 
placed, relative to the treatment of I'leneh 
prisoners in Fnghind ; yet, iiotwith stand- 
ing his di.^uvowul, he eulers into this mis- 
placed question. Mr. IMnckenzie will not 
‘ iiuiinte him; l>ut simply as.mos him, that 
iiic discussion ilsedf is not more nsisplaccd^ 
than the «>numer;Uion of facts which M. 


Diimoustier advances is erroneous. If any 
convenient opportunity olFered to enter 
into those details, the undersigned declares 
that the British Government will be able 
clearly to prove that the information on 
|vhich the French (Government fouims its 
opinion on this subject is altogether 
without foundation. He is sorry to be 
obliged *to nbserl^c, cthat all comparison 
which could be made between the situa- 
tion and treatment of prisoners in Great 
Britain and in IPrancc respectively cannot 
turn out but in lavour of the former.— The 
Biitii-h Govcnimenthas charged Mr. Mac- 
kenzie to di:clare, that the number of Ha- 
noverians liaving bden fixed after the 
most attentive researches and considera- 
tion which cqitid be given to the subject, 
he cannot depart frotn his proposition with 
regard to them. — With regard to Den- 
mark or liubsia, Mr. Mackenzie cannot 
cuiueal his surprize that M. Dumoustier 
could maintain, that there existed, with 
respect to them, a material omission in the 
British project, of which the first, the 
sccoikI, and the sixth article, comprehend 
the allies of both parties. If Russia and 
Denmark arc allies of France, they will 
find themselves comprehended in these 
articles. If they are not so, what right 
has (Great Britain or Franct; to mix their 
interests in this convention. — Neverthe- 
less, Ml*. Mackenzie is authorised to an- 
nounce, that iheie will be no didiculty in 
extending the principle of the British pro- 
ject in regard to the Russian and Danish 
prisoners respeclivtly ; and that the. Bri- 
tish Govcrnnient is ready to enter into an 
arrangement w ith these two Pow'crs, upon 
the bases of the pryject which has been 
oifered in tTioir name. 

Additional ArtiJe /iroposet/.— In case the 
Spanish Government to which the terms 
of this Convention will he communicated^ 
should not signify its assent thereunto 
w'iihiii three months from the date of the 
signature, the Frencli subjects, who may 
be prisoners in Great Britain or her pos- 
sessions after the cxchanp^ of prisoners re- 
spectively, as expressed in the five first 
paragraphs of the fourth article, shall be 
liberated successively, without delay, by 
bucccssive convcyance.s of one thousaml 
men each, on proper receipts, in the form 
which shall be agreed upon, and upon the 
'positive engagement (ratified by the 
Frchch Goverument.) that they shall not 
serve either upon sea or land, against 
Great Britain, or any of her allies, in any 
part of the world, before they be regularly 
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exchanged for similar British prisoners, • of the additional artic'lte of the 1st of •Ait* 
vho, by the chunce of war, nrjy fall into I gust. — Lastly, fiance at once ronseius 

the hands of the French, and who shall | that all French piisuners iiAingland should 
consequently be liberated, from time to . be liberated ; but sUo never can consent 
lime/until the surplus of Frcnidi prisoners j to liberate only a part, and ab;wiilmi the • 

formerly mentioned shall be exbAU‘'red? ‘ majority in FwiglarKl, without guarantee or 
A similar exchange wdll take place ac cord- j hope. ^ 

ing to the 5ih and (ith^paragrapbs of the : No. XI. Another project of a Conven- 
fourth article. — Ail*the Oiliceis not tx- ' tiufi for the ej^diange of prisoners, p.c- 
changcd, and those who may be permitted j sented by M. Dumousiier. 
to return to Frafice, as is o»Lprc..M d above, i No XIT. Note of A/r. Mackenzie, — ^The 
niu?t also be considered as if they were j undersigned Commissary for the exchange 
upon their parole of honour, av.d shall he jof prisoneiH oi’ war h.i'i transmitted to liis 
bound to transmit a regular r«‘port of the | Coverninent the note of iM. F)unioustierof 


place of their res’^lente to the British 
agent in France, as was the practice last 
war. 

IX. Letter fmn •A/r. Mackenzie to M, 
Dmwusticr. — Morlai^t Auiiust 18 U) — 

Sir,— JJaviiig waited with anxiety/ for some 
coiiimunication upon the decision of the 
French Government, whether acceptance 
or refusal, relative to tiic proposition which 
I had the h'uiour of presenting you on the 
tnoniing of the 2d instant, hie li has hi- 
ilierto detained the messenger and fheves* 
sel, I went myself to your house* at the 
expiration of fifteen days, and declared 
to you vei bally, that 1 received ifi.struc- 
tioas to wait with patience during that 
time for an ^answer to the propositions 
which have been made, and that m <*ase 


the 30th of August, together with the pro- 
ject there roterred to ; and is cliflrged, in 
answer to Uiat rmnrnunication, to inform 
M. Dumonstier, that his last project i.s in 
many respects inadmissible; but it ap- 
pears by his note that hf? r.iisfts no objec- 
tion as to the basis of the British project, 
and that the difticultii s regard merely two 
points of detail, namely, in the hist place, 
that which regards the additional article 
regulating the disposal of the surplus of 
French prisoners remaining in England, on 
the supposition of Spain refusing to accede 
to the cdnvenlion ; and secondly, that 
which respects the nutnber of French pri- 
soners to bo Idjcrated on account of the 
Hanoverian army of Count Walmoden. — 
Thji British Government k«as considered 


they were not agreed to by the French Uhoso two points with .the same disposition 
Government, I should return to England.^’ which it has ever bestowed in doing away 
1 am at present desired to inform you, flint the clifticulties, and has contributed to tho 
the British Government fetds itself repug- final .^uccess of the negociation by every 
nuntly forced t§ conclude, that the dispu- n^asonable concession ; and finding that, 
sition of the French (Government is of a ; iuoupli adhering fiiinfully to the priiici- 
nature which renders a piolongation of the i plo'. which it has b?foi e manifested, and 
negociation useless ;*and I am ordered to } whicii it still maintains, changes might be 
beg you will have the goodness to dcuiaiid I introduced in the details of the Conven- • 
my passports for my immediate return to tion of a nature to give Satisfaction to the 
England, &c. ! wdshes of the French Government on that 

No. JC. August 30. Is a reply from M. j subject, it is freely disposed to ofli r them, 
Dumoustier, to the preceding note from j in expectation that these alu-radons in tim 
Mr. Mackenzie, flc rejects the additional terms of its prtjject, being the las* tvhich can 
article ; and after some arguments in fa- be made on its part, will be found also iTIc 
vour of conah^ring the Spaniards and most acceptable, ami that they will enable. 
Poityguese as British, he concludes wMi the French Government to furnish its 
the following propositions; — 1st. That tire sistance heartily, and candidly, eo hiing 
French Government oilers a general ex- this prolonged discussion to a happy ter- 
change, man for man, and rank for rank, miiiatimi.~As, on ilie first point, the ob- 
considering Spaniards, Portuguese, Eng- i jections of M. Dumousiier had a reft^rencu 
lish, French, Italians, S^c. upon an equality. 1 to the setting at liberty the surplus French 
This is most just and reasonable.— 2d ly» | prisoners in England, and to the delcrmi- 
Fratice also consents that all the French | nation of an exchange between France 


prisoners should be sent to France, and all and Spain ; and as the point upon which 
the En^ish to England ; but as the iium- he insists is the liberation, without delay, 
ber of French prisoners exceeds that of of all the French prisoners in England, in 
the English, they shall be sent to France exchange for those of C^reat Britain and 
on their paiolc^ subject to the conditions her allies now in France ; the British Gor 
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•vernment has conse’ilcul to make such a 
mod.rication in itp prt»jt;ct as may be able 
to lulfil that otjecl wl^th M. Duinoitblier 
has considered of such great importance. 
— Ins^eaJ, therefore, of M iiding (accord- 
ing to the stipuldtions of tl^e original Bri- 
tish proposal) ihc • xcliangeVf the surplus 
of French pi i^.'>ri, rs reinaining in F.nglaiid, 
for the surplus of JSji.inish prisoners ^e- 


autli.>rised to consent that 3,000 French 
prisouers^e instead of 2,000 formerly sti- 
pniated. be set at liberty, in consideration 
of the itaiiuvcriatiH comprehended in the 
capitulaiion of Count Walmoden,^ who 
.either now ure or w ho may have hitherto 
been in the ihitish service ; that number 
of :i,()t)p being independent of the torai 
aT.ouiit ot 1,90.'} men, inimediately to be 
maining in France, even fo the full coifi- ' iiiierated in icgard to the g rrison of St. 


pletiun of exchange, iricui for man, and 
rank for rank, between France and Spam, 


Domingo, as li^s hern iigfeed upon in the 
coiriuiuniccitioii made by the Conunis^ion- 


ht. 


prisoners w'ho possibly in jj 
England at the conciusiun of 


accelerate, by tins' concession on their 
pari, the liberation of so many French 
and Spanish captives, — The undersigned 
is charged to declare, in addition, that by 
a communication which has been ma<le by 
the Spanish Ciovernment, through its Mi- 
nister residing in Fondon, ^tlije British^ Go- 
veniincnt is fully authorrsed to accept, 
without morc^lelay, the exchange of^Spa- 
iiish prisoners in return for Freiuh pri- 
soners, in the proportion above-mentioned; 
and that the Spanish Govenmient has 
Cipially made known its disposition to ac- 
cede 10 a convention for a general ex- 
change, agreeably to the lei ins which for 
this end may be agreed on, under the me- 
diation of Great Britain; and Mr. Mac- 
kenzie cannot help observing, that this 
circninstancc renders tlie cntiie discussion 


Mr. Mackanzie is authorised to consent j cis of the Transpoit-ofTicc to M. Riviere, 
that the exebange j)f the surplus of French ! of the l!<ili of .January last. — Mr. Mac- 

rcniain in : kciizie has the honour of preseriiiiig now to 
the cartel j M. Dumoustier, the minute of a project, 
between l'raiii;c and Fingliind^ should take i which does not diller from that betore of- 
placc immediately, and wilhc^it waiting ] feted by the. British Government, but in 
for the conclusion of the <• vchangc of man i the alterations necesliary to be made wi’h 
for man, and t^ank for rank, between j regard to those two points ; and at the 
France ant) Spain ; or, in other words, the i same time to inform him, that no other ab 
British Government consents to anricip. lie j icration, or the giving up of any thing, 
the exchange of the sur()lus, and thus to j c in onanyacLounl be admitted — in pre- 
senting his linal proposal to the French 
Government, and in ollcring to it the 
bounds of a series of concessions to which 
the British (rovernmenL has been carried, 
from sentiments of humaiiily and concilia- 
tion, PJr. Mackenzie is charged to impress 
on M. Dumoustier the conviction of tiie 
numbei, the extent, and the value of ihes>e 
concessions, and to rocal to his atteiuiou 
how every new step of this negociatioiiluis 
been accompanied with a new proof of 
liberality and candour the pail of the 
British Goveinmeni. — The points in dis- 
pute relative ti} the cai^itul.uion of St. 
Jkmiingo and the exchange of the civil 
subjiM:is of Gieat.Briiain fojr French naval 
and military prisonisrs of war, and to an 
eipiivaient for .the Hanoverians, to an ex- 
change of French ptisontrs in England 


on the additional articles useli’^^s and super- i for those iT other countries in the hands 
iluons. — As to the second objection raised | of France, and to the immediate liberation 
by. M. Duinousticr, relative to the nuni- of French prisiuiers for Spanish, mid to the 


ber of prisoners to be giv^n up in regard 
the Hanoverian army of Walmodeii, he 
requires that in reckoning that number, 
those ^W’ho might liavi* ciileied into the 
servicc^of Great Britain should be taken 
into consideration. The British Govtm- 
nicut is disposed, in like manner, to ac- 
cede ,to this proposition ; bu^ tlie exten- 
.sion which M. Dumousiier has given to 
this demand is altogether inadmissible ; 
no computation which could be made with 
any degree of exactness could raise the 
amount of the loss of those. Hanoverians 
to the British service beyond the number 
of 1,000, in place of what was before of- 
fered as an equivalent. Mr. Mackenzie is 


chance of a surplus w'hicli might remain 
without any balance, have been succes- 
.sively conceded by Great Britain ; though, 
coiiforiiribly to precedents, and also 
agieeably to received usages, she might 
111 turn, Insi^t on some reciprocal conces* 
»ioiis on the part of the French Govern- 
I meiit, — Mr. Mackenzie must in conclu- 
sion observe, that m virtue of the abqve- 
^meinioned concessions, the French Go- 
vernment, in acceding to the liberal pro- 
positions now offered, Tor the last time, by 
the British Guveriimeiit, will obtain the 
sotting ai liberty of almost ^,000 men, in- 
dependently of the final liberation of 
^5,000 other Frenchmen, who are now 
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ill the power of Great Britain.— Mr. Mac- 
kenzie has the honour of rerie\' in^ to M. 
Dutnou.sMt:rlheassurance.s of his Tiiglfcon- 
sideratinn 

No. XIII. Is the project inserted in the 
Times^of toe vf7ih of November. , 

No. XIV. Note of M. Diimoiislnr to* 
Mr. MackcjiziCf deli\>*re(l October 7. — 
Th.* undersiuned Cojiinjission.T 4*01’ itie 
exchange of prisripers of war, has iraiis- 
niitlLii to his (jov^nuiient the Note of Mr. 
AI .ckenzie of the 2'2d of S*‘ptCiiil)er, and 
the Projtct of Conveirion anuo.ed thereto. 
He i.s directc'!, in answer to this commu- 
nication, to declaie that this arrangement 
will meet with no opposition on the part 
of the lhviic!i Government, provided the 
British Government tonseals to modify 
the first, sof ond, amf Ijpiirih p'aragraplis of 
the fourth Article of l4ie IVoject, as shall 
be mentioned below. In the first para- 
graph, it is wished that the following al- 
teration should be made : — All British 
prisoners, of all ranks and degrees, de- 
tained ill Franco or Italy, or in the dc- 
{jendeiu'ies of Ihaiice and Ualy, .shall be 
set at liberty, and their exchange .shall im- 
mediately commence after the ratification 
of thi.s Convention, by sending them to 
Deal or Portsmouth, or any other port in 
the (’Imnnel th.it .sliall be agreed on, or by 
assigning over^to the hands of the Britidi 
Commissary, who shall be nominated (*> 
receive them, a thousand English pri- 


as tlicy shall remain on the French ter-. 
ritory.--ln the foiirlh paiagraph i> iiv 
wished that ilu' nmuher of ^ight tluuisantl 
llanovc.ians lo he* exelianged for eight 
thousand French, he alu red to ih n of 
three thousand, as stated m lh^u•^iecr, 
which wii! ot^sion a tolal e\eh.inj«. of 
•‘eveiiteeii lliAiisond llanovei iau'=^ who h.ive 
capitulated, for hvss than half of ihoir 
injiflber. — 'file lijulersigned, on contUiion 
that these alterations be admitted, is au- 
thorised to sign the British project. The 
alteration.s arc founded on a |)rincipic fiom 
which FVance •cannot depart-— that of not 
consenting to the liberation oT the great 
ma.ss of English prisoners, but on condi- 
tion that the mass of French prisoner# is 
liberated at* the <^ame time. — This prin- 
ciple is tlftt which has always been ad- 
mitted, and particularly I7fi0, when, to 
gain the object, the excess of Frciicl^pri- 
.soiiers was met by a ransom irNmoney. — 
Imi gland being unable, lo refuse acceding 
to an exchange of prisoners including the 
Hanoverians, l^oriugiic^e, and Spaniards, 
admits the principle; and in that state of 
the (jucstion, she cannot deny ilie ju.stnos/j 
of an exchange, man for man, tand rank 
for rank.— ^'his mode, of proceeding wdll 
e<5lablish very nearly a general and st- 
multancons exfli nige of nil the French 
and all the Engl:.^h prisoners. The Spa- 
niards that may afierwauN remain in 
France, and the allies of the iTem h that 


Boners, and two thousand of the allies of 
England, for three thousand FVonch pn- 
soners, or of the allies of France, who 
shall beset at IPberty by the Biitish (Jo- 
veniment, as .stated in the said paiagraph." 
In the second paragrapli it shall be staled, 
“ that all the French jlrisoncrs »f all ranks 
and degrees now detained irr Great Britain, 
or in the British possc.ssions, .shall he set 
at liberty; their exchange shall take 
place iinmediately after the signature ol 
this Convention, and shall he carried into 
effect by successively sending to Morlaix, 
or to any other French port in the Chan- 
nel that may be'^reed on, Or by assign- 
ing oyer into the hands of the* Freiic’* 
Commissaries appointed to receive them^ 
three thousand Frenchmen for one thou- 
sand English, and two thousand of the 
allies of England, hi proportion as the 
French Government shall release them. 
It shall be at the discretion of the Britisli 
Commissaries to send the Spanish pri- 
^ soners to England, or to any part of Spain 
they please. The prisoners shall be at 
the disposal of the British Government, 
but to be maintained by France so long 


I may be in England, may he included 
. unilcr the Cth and following article.— 

I IHr. Mack^mzio will oh.sferve, lioni the 
I simplicity of tlii.s answer, that it has not 
liren a subject of discy.ssioii at I’aris; it is 
ron<urr;ial)Ic to all that I lie uiul‘'r.signed- 
has liitherlo said in the tliscu-isions that 
Iiavc taken place, that if England only 
I svishe.s a partial exchange, the; negociu- 
1 tion may lie considered as retro pado and 
broken olf; but if she^ w i dicii m good 
eariit st a general exchange, it^is in^^jos-. 
.sihle. to conceive any rcaiioii to prcveiji^ 
her adopting the only means of removing 
all doubts. — ^Thc uiidei.:ignpd can only' 
here repeat tl;ai the FilmicIi (Jov'cTiirncnt 
will never cniibcnt to give up the I?iigli.sli 
prisoners that are in their power, for a 
part only of French th;iL arc in possc.^sioii 
of England, Mnd to le avis the other* p-art 
without guarantee in the hands of tiic 
» British Government. 

No. XV, AVjie from Mr. Mockenzk,^ 
Morlaix, Oct. I(i, IS 10. Sir:— The de- 
termination of the Flinch Government, 
thus repeated, to adhere to the rejectioa 
' of the final proposition of the British G#« 


I 
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vernuicnt, prevents the accomplishment 
of tltc general lihetation of all the pri- 
soners of war ; and coKipels me, in com- 
pliaru^e with nft instructions, to demand 
that you w'dl have the goodmss to pro- 
vide for the necessary pas>,port< for iny 
immediate return to Englanci. I have the 
honour to V)o, &c. V 

No. XVI. Noie of M. Jiumoiisticr, — 
Morlaix, Ort. lO, 1810. Sir: — I hord3y 
answer your letter of the 8lh iust. in whicli 
you !>ay tliat we add the unexpected ob- 
stac'le of loading tlie British Governdicnt 
with the aiTfuigenrient of the expvnce ami 
dilTicuities attending the conveyance of 
the Spanish prisoners This assertion is 
not exactly true, and 1 am dirc’cterl a^niri 
to repeat to you wfiat 1 havci always hi- 
therto had the honour of ytatingv that any 
question respecting money will never 
prove an ohstacR; to the Preach Covern- 
menl* and I'frat it will never be behind on 
any subject of this nature. 'I’he Britisb 
Government may determine as it plea^’cs; 
to all its wishes Fiance will give her as* 
sistaiicc, providcMl that, in conaerpicnce of 
the principle admitted in J780, the ex- 
change be njade rn masse, and that all the 
Trench shall return to their o^^n country 
at the same time that ilu^ hinglisli shall re- 
turn to tlifir’s. Ihis c<‘v lUiun is, and 
from the first day <»!' iiegocintion must 
have been, tlu^ snu- ijua noii.^’ l>«'ry 
other considetiulon can onU h ' n- .a'dcd 
as matter of conciliation. It i-. thr I'mirih 
time. Sir, that I have tin* honour of lo- 
peatiug to ynu^thc dUeninnation of my 
Government. 

No. XVII. A'o/e (f Af. Diutioustit'r, 
Morlaix, Oct. '20. SVr -TIi.' let ter which 
1 had the honour of wiiinig you on the 
l6lh inst. must have folly convinced you 
of the desire wil'h which iny Government 
has been unil'oriuly animated, ofreineviug, 
by all the sacrifice, s in its power, the diili- 
culties started b)*' England against the 
carr/ing'^Ihto cRcct a general exchange, 
\iiiich must necessarily liherato, at the 
same time, on both sides, the great bulk of 
the prisoners of war.~-Voii will, without 
dpubr,ido me the justice, Sir, that on niy 
part 1 have always seconded as much as 
was ill my power, the conciliatory dispo- 
sition' of my Government. I again give 
you another proof of it in consenting to 
split the difference with you on the ques- 
tion rOspcciiiig the llunorerians, and in 
only asking (3,000 Frem h instead of 
8,000, in exchange for 1 7,000 Hanoverians, 
compiised in the capitulation 'of Field 
SHarshal Count W almodon. 1 ha^e, &c. 


No^XVUI. Note of Mr. Mac^enzie,^ 
Sir; — 1 have the honour of acknowledging 
the ropeipT. of your letter of the ‘2(Jth inst., 
and am liappy to observe there is a con- 
ciliatory disposition on the part of the 
French ( Government; but, I feci, at the 
caAie liiiip, a painful sensation in seeing 
that you limit yourself to the proposing of 
a dimiiiplion of the number (so often de- 
clared as iiiiidrniss'iblc) of the French pti- 
soneis demanded in exchange fur the 
Hanoverians of the army of Count Wal- 
moden. — I Irive had the honour of* re- 
peating \cry frequently my orders, which 
in this roq)L< t were positive ; and 1 have 
now to inform you for the tliird time, that 
the British (Govt nnnent adheres to the just 
and eqniiahie plan of convention, finally^ 
modiHed ior tno i.mutcjllate exchange of 
all pris )m is of wii^; and that in case it 
shoiihi not hr accoptcil, I am ordered to 
ivluni ima'.r iiat/ly to Fiiigland. 

jvir. Macke. i:..c sailed on the Glh of 
No>( lUiM l*. 


Boiitcg m,. — -,-V,xtrait of an Official Com- 
vmmaitioti from Alarshi'l dcnnal Lord 
ircfii?7^io r, io ftis IhcJlchiy iWguel 
Pcrci.a fotjui, daud CuUaxo^ Dec. J, 

1 8 1 fj. 

/file. corps of the enemy** i troop®, the 
ai’viiiicrd guard of which i iigagcd w ilh 
the troops comnian.lcd by Gcnc'ial Sii- 
veiiii on the 1 tlh ol liie last mouth of 
November, moved to the Jcli, and made its 
appearance on the IDtli in the Subugal in 
iheGiw, where k inarchciiin the direction 
ut IVImonte an 1 Fundas, and taking the 
1 \v« ro-.ls which Lead to the Zczere through 
Lavvcr Beha, reach4.'d to Cardigan on the 
of the same mouth. — 'the militia of 
Lower Beiia, continually hung on the rear 
of (he enemy, and caused him a considera- 
ble loss. The said detachment of the ene- 
my’s Iroop.s consists of those which left 
Portugal uiih Gen. Foix^. who went to 
Paris, end of those belonging to the- three 
corps of lhc\army of Portugal w^hich were 
left in Salamanca, Ciud^ad Rodrigo, and 
j^Imcitki, to garrison the said places^ of 3 
or 4 battalions detached from the 8th 
corps, by order of the Emperor, under the 
Loinmand of General Serras, for the pur- 
pose of inanaiuvnng on the frontiers, and 
of the cunvalescnrits of the army of Porlu- 
gal, comijosing in the whole, a force of 
about 'J,400 men. — It is difficult to' ascer- 
tain the exact number of the said reinforce- 
ments, but in my estimation it does not 
exceed 8,000 troops wJjo vom-- 
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pose the 9th corps thnn the garri'^ni^s ot 
those places in Castile, whence the troops 
were withdrawn, who Intel) criterr# Por- 
tugal. — The enemy continues to maintain 
liimselt’in Santarcm, the strength ol which 
positi^i has been considerably increased ; 
he has also fortified a post in Puiihete, oif 
the left bank of the Kiver Zezere, and 
another in the erivirofis yf PernLvs»aiul Al- | 
canliede, on the rigin of the position of | 
Santarem, and watches with the most care- | 
ful attention alf our movtmenu in that; 
direction. The wcallier l^as been con- I 
stantly very bad ever since the middle of 
November, the cross roads are altogether 
itnpas^sabie for actiilc^ry, on I vciy diflicull 
for. the passage of int’anli y» while at the 
same time the waters are nyt, and the low 
grounds ovorllowed. Al! the accounts 
whicli 1 rtctive }i■o^J^^•JSLl!c iinaniiiio*iisly 
assure me, that the Sponl^fi fl^'ing parties 
continue to act with, the utmost activity, 
and that their opeialions against the ene- 
my have of late proved very successiui. 
Kxiract of a Letter fnwi his Excilkncu zT/c/r- 
shul (Jen. Lord to /i/< Lx- 

ceiUrify Don Vnetra X'orjaz, 

, d(Utd Dec. 8, 1 S 1 •'>. 

No alli^ratioii of importance i'a',t‘ikeii 
place in tlie positlba of the enemy’s troops 
•ince (he l.'it the d.ite of iny antece- 
dent dispatches, which I tiaiiMnittedlo 
your Excellency relative to the onei\- 
lions of tin* cniupaign. I have no acc</culs 
from Cadiz since the 19ih of lislnioath.* 

PoicrcoAi ..— in the London Go- 
^ zeite, 23lh J)cc. A Dispatch, of 

xiliich the follow: in^ is a copy, zvas re- 
ceived last night at die oJTicc of the Earl 
qf Idverpool from LieutenUnt-GcrKrai 
Viseouni fVelUngton, dated Cartaxo, iLx. 
$th, 1810. 

My Lord ; — Tlie detachment of the 
enemy's troops commanded by Cencrai 
Gardanne, which hod reliirncd to Sobreir t 
Formosa, hf've* continued their march to 
the frontier, aiwi by the last acconuls lud 
entered Spain. — I have not heard that this 
decacliment had any communication u.tb 
the enemy's troops on the left of the 
Zezere, from whom they were distant 
about three leagues. 1 understand that, 
having lost some prisoner.**, taken by a 
patrole and by a party nf the ordenanza, 
which accompanied the Honourable Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ponsonby on reconnoisance 
r from Abrantes to the river Codes, they 
made very particular enquiries respecting 
the position of Lieutenant-General Hill's 
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corps, and thcinean^ w hich llu’ Allies 
se.sscd ot crossing ihe Ta*^ns at Abian4i.''4 ; 
and, having commenced their march from 
Cardigos towards plu' in ilu' in^^rn- 

ing, they retired about cle\« n wiih g-iraL 
preetpilation, and couunmsl thnU' irtrtMi. 

I in the same manner till they reached the 
I frontier — were followed by the or- 
i donanza, wno did them much inischu fon 
' thi* march, and^took much baggage from 
j tTjcrn. The cfiemy destroyed many horses 
and mules ’.v'oich could not Keep up with 
them ; and this march, if it was onkred 
by supciim auiho; ily, and N connected 
with any ot'oer airairgemenif, had every 
appe nance, and was attended by all llive- 
C( e..^t.i»uc-ncc*:, of a precipitate adtl rot*ccd 
rctL'ai. — No alteration of any importance 
has been stiod^alho position of the ene- 
m\ 's tioop^^tmce I addressed your Lord- 

^ ^ 

Sweden. — Dcc'amnon of IVar against Eng^ 
land, \lth Nov. 1810. 

We, ('ha / les, hy the Grace of God, King 
of Sweden, of the Goths and Vandals, 9cc. 
^^cc. Heir In Norway. Duke of Schleswig, 

I Hobtein, tkc. make known., Where- 
I a.s, i)i orfler coaiplotely to do away the 
; doubts which have been expressed eon- 
I cernino: the Mttfiition of our Kingdom with 
I rcspcci to England, and in order in a more 
; C'G*''#tual manner, to c«>ulirfli the ties of 
I ntnby nnd confidence that oxii»t between 
: us and his Majesty the J^inpcror of the 
, rionch, and King of Jialv ; as ahso, in 
fi'diT, *on our part, t'' crfnLributo to the 
■ <*or-inion oliicrtofthe Powers of the Con- 
! linem, namely, tin- ronrlurdon of a gene- 
i rai and sficeiiy peace, we have been in- 
. u'uc^d hereby to deciare war against the 
’ rnilta! Kingdom of Great Britain and • 
j Ireland, We do therefore graciously 
order an<l enjoin, that all navigation, trade, 

; ;i:d iuicrcourse bv' the|mail, and by all 
; Ollier correspondence Vy letter, tyide( 

( what name soeter it may be, frofiri and^^ 
i all the ports, cities, and places, situate in 
! tiit* United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland , and the depend encie.s thereof, 
shall, under penalty, accordjng 1o the 
laws and decrees in that behalf made, en- 
tirely cca^c from thirfdsiy. Accordingly, * 
our gracious ill and pleasure is, ihifl our 
Field-Marshals, Lord-tJovernors, Com- 
mandiiig-Cicncrals, Admirals, Lords- Lieu- 
tenants, and all other of our Commanders 
hy land and sea, shall each in their seve- 
ral districts and departments, together 
with the* Officers under their command^ 
not only adopt measures for the due and 
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prompt publication of* this our gracious 
Ordrr, for the infoAnatioii of the Public, 
but ali«o for the due and strict adherence 
theretc). And^ all ih»sc concerned are 
obediently to regulate theiu'^eJvcs accoid 
ingl^'/ — J« further tcsiiunuiy " hcicof vve 
have personally sigritd these [ircsents, and 
caused thc 3 same to he afli|r;Tied by our 
Royal Sl id. — 'I’lie Palace of \'!itockholni, 
the 17th Noveiiiher, 1810. • 

Chakles (L S.) J. a. BoaxzELf. 


* ♦ 

Prussia. — Decree, dated Nov. UJ, 1R10, r^- 
spectin^ the general Suppi'tssion of Eccle- 
siasticid Ustablislmenls in the Kingdom of 
Prus^. 

\^'’e P'rederick William, by the Gi'Tire 
of (iod King of Prussi? &c. csmsidfiriiig 
that the designs for which K^^clcsiastical 
Instilutionsrand •'Convents have hitherto 
bcen'**endi)/cd are not consonant with ihe 
objects and necessities of the present 
times; considering that these desi/^.is m. 13 ' 
in part he h( tter accomplished by diile- 
rent means; — Thatnll neighbouring States 
have adopted the same measures ; — Thai 
the punclpal discharge of the contribution 
to France can only be elfceted by this ex- 
pedient ; — And that, by the^c means, w»^ 
may diminish the heavy -rfdoims upon the 
private property of onr subjects, we do 
decree as follows Art. I. All convents, 
and other ecclesiastical institutions, bailli 
wicks, and commendaries, whether of the 
Protestant or Catholic religion, shall from 
this day be conoidered as the prop^erty of 
the state. — Art. II. All convents, &c. shall, 
by degrees, be abolished ; and care shall 
be taken of the comj/ensation of all persons 
who now inhabit them, or have claims 
upon them. — Art. 111. From the day of 
the date of the present Decree, no annui- 
ties shall be allowed, no novices shall be 
admitted, and noioersoa instituted to any 
office belonging (o them. Without our 
consent,^ flo change of paoperty shall be 
Ttftade, no, capitals shall be collected, no 
debts cobtrnqtcd, and no inventories trans- 
ferred. ‘ All contracts made in opposiiion 
to tlio*e directions are null and void. — 
Art. iV. W'e shall provide for the suffi- 
cient reconipence of ihe Chicf Eedesiasu- 
cal Officers, and with their advice for the 
liberal pensioning of the Priests of the 
^^chools ; and also for those Convents that 
are empjoyed for the education of youth. 


and jjw- care of the sick, which suffer in 
their revenue by the above measure, or 
whiefct^ niay appear to require new funds. 


Spain — Decree of the Cortes for a A/onw- 
^ * mtni of Gratitude to the King ana Peo- 
ple of England. — Dated Isle qf Leon, 11 ' 
Nov. 1810. 

The Cortes General and Extraordinary, 
actuated by the most lively and sincere 
gratitude towa&ils iii<; Moft Sacred Majesty 
George the Thiid, King of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, for 
the generous interest he has di'^played and 
for the most important as.sistance he has 
allbrded to the Spanisli nation, in libeially 
supplying her with arms, money, troops, 
ships, and stores, from the first moment in 
whicli the Provinig^^ raised the loud ac- 
claim of independence and fidelity loiheir 
legitimate Sovereign King Ferdinand VII., 
insidiously ensnared, captured, and in- 
sulted by the unprincipled Usurper of the 
Throne ofFnincv, Napoleon Buonaparte: 
— hereby decree, tliLt a public ^Monument 
shall be creeled to bis Majesty George 
the Third, in testimony of the Nalionai 
gratitude of Spain, not onlv to an august, 
generous sovereign, but to the unconquera- 
ble hmglish Nation for ’he aidour and pa- 
tq\)tism which she has evinced in the glo- 
rbus cause ofSpaiif. The Cortes at the 
saline time declare, that the Spanish Na- 
tion will not lay dowui her anus until she 
Ims secured her indejicndence, the abso- 
lute integrity t-f the Spanish Monarchy in 
both worlds, and recover^il it for her law- 
ful Sovereign, Ferdinand VII. acting al- 
ways with the concurrence, and in tlie 
most perfect hariTu^tyj with the King of 
(.bent Britain,, in pursuance of the strict 
amity, and the peit'ect and indissoluble 
alliance, solcinnl 3 - ''iiipul'iteil in the treaty 
of the I4lli ofJanuai y 1809. The (Joun- 
cil ufUegeiicy w'lll take care 'to ni. kc 
known to his Majesty,, lespecting the most 
solemn and appropriate manner in •which 
the same c^n be exccuteR, and will also 
submit to the (?ortes flie plan which it 
it thinks will be the best for 'carry- 
ing such national intention into efiect. 
The Council conceives it proper, in the 
firvSt instance, with a view to the attain- 
ment of, the desired object, that this 
Decree shaR be printed, and publicly 
circulated. • 
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Malta, 729, 1202 • 

Maracaibo, 350 
Marblehead, 562, 623, 68' 
MarifTlT!i, 442 • 

M^ssacbiiNetts, 192, 196,3 I 

Ma!a:iga% .‘149 
Mayenc^, 701 
Mrckle^urgh, 1247 
Melia.<20 
Mendoza, 893 
Mequinenza, 156 
M<^asin.i, 1149, 1174 
MetB./29 

MeusI, 30, 81, 145 
Mi(M:cbnrgh,*79 
Milan; 1187, 1215 
Mogner, 797 
Moimento, 599 
Molcmbo, 433 


t > 


Jjgna e ft oniffet, 83 
Reolc, 29 
Rhine, 79, fl, 14J 
Rio .1 


Morden, 5 iT\ 

Miirtagaa, 662, 1142 
Murcia, 79^ 

Muyden, ^51 

• 

Naarden, 151 
Nantes, 722 

Naplea,.30, 39, 93. 1.79, 190, 217, 
441 . 700, 729, 707. 826, 925, 
,1I?I^174, 1179, 1246, 1302 
Navarie, 823 ^ 

Newport, 566, 5w 
New Saruni, 100 ' ^ 

Newstadt, 702 ' 

New York, .367 

^ova Scotia, 400 ^ 

Olflt, 143 
Oporto, 440, 536 
K)rebro, 316, 602 
Ostend, 1197 
Oviedo, 823 ^ 

Padal, 799 
Pamieo, 143 

Paris, 95, 180.542, 831, 1303 
Pen'che, 179, 1024, 1051, 1120 
Penne. 29 # 

Pensylvania, 483 * ' ^ 

Pero-negro, 1022, 1055, 1119, 
1177 

Petersburg, 32, 78, fiTl , 

1, lflR,699 


Philadelphia, 69, 
Pinhaocos, 441 


PlHhel,*54l, 507. 1236 • 

Plymouth. 618, 1009 
Poland, *143^ 

Po'pi ro, 5(U, 688, 849 
Pomiml, 713 

Portchoster, 655 • * 

PuT'sxnnnih, 41, 654, 721 
Portugal, 41, 114, 143, 154, 179. 

1 88,21 2.2.39,24.7 .2H8, 3 10, 318. 
340,342,371.376,396,402,412, 
433,4.38,439, 410.444, 446, 468, 
503,534,545, 593,598,638.657, 
662 Jif 0, 693,705,75 1 ,786,79 1 . 
8<I?B29. 850,857,9 1 1 ,925, 9^, 
97Sf, 993,10224059, 1055,1 107, 
1114, 1119, 1130, 1110, 1164, 
1175, 1202, 1‘J!4, 1236, 1243, 
1340 -UiM,. 

Prussia, 39, 93, 217*. 672^.924, 
1179, 1136, 1197, 12I2,T'J4.3, 


241 


348, 


Lhine, 79, fl, UK 217. ]24 
lio .Kineiro, 106,^46, 2.^ 
396.412.439,921 ^ 

Rolria, 723 

Rome. 30. 511, 767# 

Rotler<!nm, 79 

Russia, 1.56, .'534, 3.53, 432, 697, 
763 ^ 

Salamanca, .535 % * 

Salisbury, 68, 69, 70, 97,' 258. 
239, 321, 353, 395, 417, 449, 
Mond.gM,239,405,444,657,7l2j^58, 481, 51.3, .577, 641, 673, 
8.30, 1 141 ^ 737, 801. 833, 897, 961, 1025', 

Montenntto|72d I 1089, 1153,1217, 1281 

Monte Vide^ 893 | Saivatierra, 794^ 

Samhre, 30 ^ 

Santarem, 1114, 1119, 1145, 
12.38 

Sapntaria, 1120 
Sardao, 666 ♦ 

Saxony* 855, 124'5, 1304 
Soill 1.^26 

Schafflmusen, 920v 
ISchcldt, 79, 144, 468, 57«, 1129', 
1165 

Scotland, 487, 877 
Seine, 702, 7^iH 1197 
Seville, 407,536 
Shaftesbury^ 70, 97, .*58 
Shorehatn, 204. 

Sicily, 156 # 351, 37« 468, 602^ 
• 672. 696, 729, 767,126, 

1174 

Simplen, 1306 

Subral, 1023, 111% 1144, 1176 
Solenre, ^27 -K 
Sombrero, 562, 624% 72$^ 

.Somme, 729 
Somosterra, 535 
.Sonreze, 29 • 

Spain, 25, 26, 32, 41,' 94, 114, 
143, 154. 159, 179, 266, 349, 
,351, 379, 382*A03, 407, 534, 
698. 700, 723,731,754,760,* 
7<>7. 794, 823, 824, 925, 95>, 
978', 982, 1005, 1179, 118»,. 
1246, 1344 

Spithead, 204 jS* 

St. Caeta, 28;) ^ 



t 


T K D E X. 


St. Donpingfj, 30, 2«0 
Stettin, 991 
St. Gal, 928 t 
St. Julien, 179 

Stockholm, 316, 431,^01, 1064, 
1116, 3230. 

Strasbiirg, 701 
St. Sebastian, 95 
St. Silosche, 29 
Surrey, 739 
Streabourg, 535 

Sweden, 27, 297, 31C. 334, 431, 
535, 601, 625, 923,' 1 or*., 1069, 
K16, 1)21/1279, l304i-.«''42 
SwitzerWd; 927, 1247 

iTngtts. 714, £59, 1114. 1119, 

' ) 23vS 

lalavcra, 41,376, 556, 723 
TarraeOD.*), i56 
Taunton, 104 
Teneriffc, 697 
Texcl, 190, 276' 

Thomas, 341, 1)44, V 77 
TbomoUosee^ 713 
Xlirasimine, 7^7 , 

Thurgau, 928 
Tilsit, 217 
Tujal, 662 


Tonningen, 1*06, 190 

Torres Vcdras, 714, lOOlwllOS. 

1130 * 

Tortosa. 156 
Toulon, 335 
Trafalgar, 62 
Trave, 1186, 1197 
Trebia, 30 
[Tfjanon, 701 . 
iTriK’hinopoly, 245 
Trinidad, 34^ 

Truxillo, 442 
Tndelh, 735 

Tunbridge 172,187 


Uii. 928 
Utrecht, 151 

1306 

V . Madolid, 535, 829 
Vao-l, §28 
Vendec;«/U| 
Venezuela, 88, 382 
Venice, 92 
’ Verdun, 29 
Vienna, 537 


Turkey, 221, 427, 763 
Tej^cany, 925 

UAkftnrald, 928 


Villa Formosa, 86, 714 

Villa Franca, 1144 

Villa Nova, 1114, 1144 

Vimiera, 723 

Viseu, 714, 829 

Vistula, 217 - f 

Vittoria, 534 

Watcheren, 536, 570 
Walca|L65l 

Washiffgtoi^, 349, 380, 602, 121 
Wenham, 561 
Weser. 704. 1186, 1197 
WcstminstcV, 490 
Westphalia, 217, 703, 9 ^ « 

Wexford, 213 
Wight’ A =6^rJ87 
Wiltshire, 7i; 97 

Xcrcs, 79^, 1181^ 

Yanga«i, 823^ ■ 

Youghall 214 

\ 

Ze-.za Mayor, 448 
Zelinttplc, 483 

Zezerc, 714, 1114, 1119, 114 
1238 

Zuyder Zee, 81 


The Binder will uHice that 'Ko, 7 is Signature H 


8 K 

9 *K 


I, having been vmUted, 



TABLES. 





* V ^ % 

r^blc Ofh - f .MRVr, Sdi^iAttr^Ai.T, anil 

COA'LS, III [.ONDOV. from J- fy IfilCf 
irt beccnnher »8iJ, io'Misivc. 



<|ii |47 10i|4K .9 




5 8 6 0 

6 0 I 0 0 
6 8 


February.. ...... 1 0 

Aumist.... 

March 

1 2 

September 

April 

1 2 

October.. 

May 

\ H 

November, 

.lunc 

1 5 

1 December, 


« t. ii. 

AverapfO Price ilurinjf the Year 1 3J 


68* 67| 


69* 69* 6S 




Number of BANKRDP'^ES announced 
111 the London Oazett^ iH^twecn 20th 
of Dec. 1609, and 20th of tMii 1810. 

■. % 

.From 20 Dfec i?09» to 20 Jdh.'^w. 

1810^5...* 

« 

[ 2/jan. to\0Feb. 

118 

j 2 I Feb, to 2oVlnfch, 


* 20 March to 20 ;.;'nl 

U)i 

20 April to 20 fAAy 


20 May to 20 June.... 

112 

20 June to 20 July ... 

.. .... 132 

20 July to 20 Aiiff.... 

133 

20 Augi to 20 Sept. , . 

• 102 i 

k ^ . 1 

20 Sept, to 20 Oct 

i 

410 Oct. to 20. Nov. .... 

273 , 

/' ‘ 


20 Nov. to 20 Dee. 

.. 229 : 

^ Total. 


• 




















LIST or in'? 


^MAJESTY’S MijNiSTERS. 
1810 . 




• •■t 


I/wd yWon 

£airl of WestUMrifiaS - ^ ^ - 

F«:l - -- -• -w.. 

« t 

‘^penter ?er©e«|il ^ . 

f 

^Ai>.nt H(wa CJjArlei Phthi) Yoike , r - 

lord ’OuljaMU^ - 4 ../ 

,v^t Bon tfitfinttlBydi^r ' . • ^ . 

MbrqvM* ^ 

Earlvf livifp^ 


Pu*j|id6nt of the G)i nciL 
lord h .'j Oheoreilor 
t/ml P»tV 

Pin>» d^oi ot tlfc Boai J M 1 1 luo 

S Fit t toid Oi thi* Arca«ifry (Primt' 

thwLeth>r attd Under fr^a<;uier of the Jl^> 
chequer, also Cimncdlof of the OuehY of^ 
UanctSKr ^ 

>irst Utf d of the Admiritll y * 

hj^Mter^zeiH raf of the On}tihtM.e, 

•Secrete ) y of Ntr^e f(»r the Dep'irtetent. 

herretarv of htaie f «r f uTi^ u Affaira 
Six tt tary ot Sute Ihr the P paitment of War and 
the V ol mt s 


■' NOT 6 F the CJBI^'E 1 \ 


YU^hi Hou RdhOrt Saunteis Puitdat « « . • 

JToo. Ceorse *oae^ 

'll 

Vi^aiA 'PehMntoQ -V 

JK • . , • ^ 

Right Bon. - H . ^ 

^rhiohetlaP * ^\hi^ - - ^ 

JtolofSanda^rf - 

Iftehard'Whartov^eeq - ,► 

Atl»tiihiiet, ^ 

,«lr m 

MoMtpr 


Pro i Urt of the Board of Cuntroul for the Affairs 
of fiKim 

\icp Prcaideot of the Boaid of Trade and Trea- 
surer ot the NiiTy 
Secretary at War 

^ Joint Pa\ master^geiieral of the Forces. 

Jo«nt PoBtffiaster-gei>era). 

retaiies of the Treasury, 

Master of th*. noUs. 

Attomep ^c'OeraL . 

$ 0 |icrtor-Geiieiah 


TRB OP IMJ A^p, 


ThiVeoTRichmotMl* - . . , , * . , loiP|l laeutdwwh^^' 

I^U Manners - Lcggf High Chame^Mr. 

W. Welledey Pole •--•.y. O W OeqiKierp* 

Ri^htflo- ^hn roster- ChaaeeBerttftheJPivhcsiiv^^ 






